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American Literature 

First published in 1929, long regarded as the 

leader in its field, American Literature is a 

quarterly of literary criticism, literary history, 

and bibliography, dealing with American 

authors, past and present, and their works. 

American Literature is published in coopera-

tion with the American Literature Section of 

the Modern Language Association of America. 
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W AL is the unique scholarly journal devoted to the 
study of the literature of the American west. 

A publication of the Western Literature Association, 
Western Amer;can Literature has, since 19(56, provided its 
readers with informative and interesting articles by 
western scholars as well as substantial book review and 
notes sections. 

Applications for membership (112.00 yearly which 
includes subscription) or subscription alone (110.00 per 
year for individuals, 120.00 for institutions) should be sent 
to: 

Western Amer;can Literature 
UMC32 
Utah State University 
Logan, Utah 84322 

Single copies and back issues fr.om Volume I, Number 
are available at 12.50 for individuals, 15.00 for in­

stitutions each at the above address. 



Florence Bernstein Freelllnan 

Whitman's correspondence and reminiscences are filled with 
references to William Douglas O'Connor, and, late in his life, 
Whitman commented to his young friend Horace Traubel, "I wonder 
what Leaves of Grass would have been if I had been born of some 
other mother and had never met William O'Connor." 

O'Connor (1832-1889) was the author of poems, popular short stories, 
newspaper articles and a novel; a supporter of freedom in letters, of 
women's rights and abolition; and a friend of writers and statesmen. 
The son of Irish immigrants in Boston, he was self-educated, erudite, 
witty, volatile, and quixotic. From the early 1860's, he was 
Whitman's staunchest supporter and advocate, giving him, in the 
brilliant pamphlet The Good Gray Poet, the appellation by which he 
continues to be known. 

Throughout most of the 1860's, the small home of O'Connor and his 
wife served as Whitman's salon, where friends and admirers gathered 
almost nightly until a quarrel between the two men led to a ten-year 
estrangement. Despite their division, O'Connor continued to defend 
Whitman in the press. 

Drawing on extensive research in correspondence, reminiscences, and 
other uncollected materials, Freedman's biography of O'Connor 
offers new insights and information about this significant figure in 
nineteenth century American literary history. 
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