Patent Medicine Advertising Cards

During the 19th century and well into the 20th
century, vendors of patent medicines acclaimed
their elixirs of health on attractive advertising
cards. These cards were distributed to druggists
Who In turn handed them out to the purchasers of
the product advertised. The druggist himself re-
ceived some advertising from the transaction be-
cause the drug store name was Invariably stamped

or Brlnted on the front or back of the advertising
car

Today these old-time cards may be found In
scrapbooks compiled many years ago. In addi-
tion to patent medicines, one finds color cards on
boots and shoes, jewelry, candies, coffee, and
scores of other categories. For more specific prod-
ucts one might mention Charter Oak Stoves, Cro-
ton Flour, Arm & Hammer Baking Soda, Clark’s
Thread, and Singer Sewing Machines.

The frontispiece of this Issue—Mexican Mus-
tang Liniment, For Man and Beast—was one of
literally hundreds of patent medicines advertised
In lona. The claims of this widely used product
over a century and more of time are typical of
most patent medicine advertisements.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla was unusual in at least one
317
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thing—it did indicate the variety of things from
which 1t was made—namely Sarsaparilla, Yellow
Dock, Wild Cherry, Dandelion, Juniper, Pipsisse-
wa, Stillingia, Mandrake, “and other selected
roots, barks, and herbs in a combination and by
a process peculiar to itself.”

Scott’s Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil was well-
represented by “Our Boy” who clearly is the pic-
ture of health, as Is the young lady who thinks
Scott’s Emulsion was “just as nice as cream.”

One of the most popular products advertised
had to do with the growing out and improving the
beauty of a person’s hair. No TV commercial
In 1969 can surpass In effectiveness the beauty
of the fabulous Lillian Russell who recommended
the use of “Carboline for the Hair.” The discov-
ery of this famous “Restorative and Beautifier”
froma “deodorized extract of petroleum’ actually
claimed to make possible the restoration of hair

on bald-headed men. Ladies endorsed Carboline
as the “best dressing” ever known.

For those unwilling to accept the claims of
Carboline one could always turn to Barry's Trico-
pherous, a product that was ‘“guaranteed to re-
store the hair to bald heads and make it grow
thick, long and soft.” Established in 1801, this

outstanding discovery even won the plaudits of
the New York Tribune.

~ The beauty of the complexion, for which Amer-
iIcan women spend millions each year, was not
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overlooked a century ago. One of the best known
alds to beauty was Hagan s Magnolia Balm.

Equally important was Murray & Lanman's
Florida Water and Oriental Hair Tonic —the
“Great Hair Restorer” that had been developed
for “Preserving, Renewing, Cleaning, Perfuming,
and Beautifying the Hair." Nor should one for-
get Halls Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewed

A variety of elixirs for the health of body and
mind was advertised In newspapers and dis-
played for sale on drug store shelves and coun-
ters. Malt Nectar, described as a “pure malt ex-
tract,” was an “Invigorating tonic, alike for In-
valids and those In health."

Nerve Beans were proclaimed “The True Elixir
of Life" that could be depended upon to make
old men young again and restore “youth's lost
vigor/’

Dr. Jayne s Expectorant was beautifully illus-
trated by such pictures as “Rebekah at the Well"
and “The Jerseys" which were brought out In a
series of advertising cards. Good for coughs and
colds as well as bronchial or throat affections,
asthma, pleurisy, and other afflictions, Dr. Jayne's
Expectorant vied In popularity with Dr. Jayne's
Carminative Balsam and his Tonic Vermifuge.

Clifford's Febrifuge or Fever and Ague Cure,
a disease from which many lowa pioneers suffer-
ed, never failed to strike at the root of all disease,
and eradicate Malaria from the system.




@HmB«@U

@w nK"u 8y O ?@@MSMO Eﬂ_u.
533 dN Ticlre
' o B B2
3 Ng3ALBinud aslg
\Y; @amﬂ@wUWwd@

crT

OO@H_._QLU

O T: v

9, .
JOJ

gae

Ojnb 6B

m,;ou _Sli
Iug®©a IBJGUbq

PUB SdOH SBSI\/I
u

i gaj3 m/w_i
|E}u9uollld\c7] "0 srgoWT't‘)Al’}'



PATENT MEDICINE ADVERTISING 323

Radway's Ready Relief was the most certain
and safe “Pain Remedy* In the world that In-
stantly stopped the “most excruciating pains.”

For Sprains, Bruises, Backache, Pain in
the Chest or Sides, Headache, Toothache,
or Any Other External Pain, a few applica-
tions rubbed on by the hand act like magic, caus-
Ing the pain to instantly stop.

For Colds, Bronchitis, Pneumonia, Con-
gestions, Inflammations, Rheumatism, N eu-
ralgia, Lumbago, Sciatica, Pains in the Small
of the Back, Etc., more extended applications
are necessary 10 effect a cure.

All Internal Pains, Pain in the Bowels or
Stomach, Cramps, Spasms, Sour Stomach,
N ausea, Vomitting, Heartburn, Nervous-
ness, Sleeplessness, Sick Headache, Diar-
rhea, Colic, Flatulency, Fainting Spells,
are relieved Instantly and quickly cured by taking
Internally a half to a teaspoonful of Ready Relief
In half a tumbler of water.

With Radway's Pills there is no better cure
or preventive of Fever and Ague.

Many of these patent medicines were well-
known In the 20th Century. As one waned In
popularity it not Infrequently was succeeded by
another. Few, perhaps, had greater popularity
than did Lydia E. Pinkham’s products which actu-
ally come down to the present time. Pinkham's
“VMegetable Compound” was guaranteed a “posi-
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tive cure” for “all those painful Complaints and
Weaknesses so common to our best female popu-
lation.” The manufacturers claimed:

It will cure entirely the worst form of Female Com:-
plaints, all Ovarian troubles, Inflammation, Ulceration,
Falling and Displacements of the Womb, and the con-
sequent Spinal Weakness, and Is particularly adapted to
the Change of Life.

It will dissolve and expel Tumors from the uterus In
an early stage of development. The tendency to cancerous
Tumors there Is checked very speedily by its use. It re-
moves faintness, flatulency, destroys all craving for stim-
ulants, and relieves weakness of the stomach. It cures
Bloating, Headaches, Nervous Prostration, General De-
bility, Sleeplessness, Depression and Indigestion.

There 1s no medicine known today, Dean
Emeritus R, A. Kuever of the University of lowa
College of Pharmacy told the writer, that will
meet all the above claims of Lydia Pinkham, or
for that matter, any of the other blanket clains
made by the patent medicine manufacturers of
yesteryear. Moreover, Dean Kuever pointed o,
there never will be any single miracle drug of the
future that will be a panacea for all the many ills
mentioned In patent medicine advertising cards.

Undoubtedly, Dean Kuever explained, there
were Instances where some consclentious vendor
of a patent medicine sincerely believed his product
contained some amazing elixir for suffering man-
kind. This assumption could be gained from testi-
monials from patients who felt they had received
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some temporary relief—whether real or imagined.

Most of the claims, however, were either untrue
or misleading. Thus, where companies such as
Prickly Ash Bitters and Ayer's claimed their
elixirs purified the blood, one can only say this
was not true. As a matter of fact, It would not be
true even If claimed by the so-called wonder drugs
of today. These can do one single thing at a time
—such as Increase or decrease the red blood cor-
puscles, or increase or decrease the white cor-
puscles—but one modem drug cannot perform all
four of these functions. The claims for adding iron
to the blood from Harter’s Iron Tonic, Brown’s
Iron Bitters, and Nuxated lron down to the pres-
ent claimants of this miracle are likewise without
foundation.

The medical profession was aware that many
patent medicine claims bordered on the ridicu-
lous. The attitude of an lowa newspaper editor
was clearly revealed In his interview with Dir.
Quackem. When a person was ill, however, and
the best medical attention brought no relief or
change, It was not strange that lowans lent an
attentive ear to the claims of numerous patent
medicines. The quack list by the American Med-
ical Association clearly shows that the medical
profession was being alerted constantly to the
various quacks and nostrums appearing In ever-
Increasing numbers on the drugstore counters of
America. This campaign to alert medical practi-
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tioners through printed pamphlets actually ante-
dates the outbreak of World War |.

Although most of the patent medicines of yes-
teryears have disappeared from the druggist's
shelves, a number continue to have their own loyal
follomng. Ayer's Sarsaparilla and Cherry Pec-
toral, Carter’s Pills, Fletcher’s Castoria, Doane's
Kidney Pills, Jayne’s Vermifuge, Mother’s
Friend, Dr. Pearson's Golden Medical Discov-
ery, Swamp Root, and Lydia Pinkham’s Vege-
table Compound still can be purchased, although
they would not be carried by all drug stores.
These old-time medicines are required by the
Food and Drug Administration to limit their ad-
vertising to proven medicinal helps or cures just
as the proprietary drugs are today. Thus, Carter's
Pills and Doane’s Pills can no longer use the
words “liver” and “kidney” In thelir ads.

Scores of lowa druggists used advertising
cards In promoting their business. Among them
were Dr. B. F. Erb of Coon Rapids, who boosted
Steam’ Non-Secret Family Medicines, and J. H.
Springer of Toledo, wno had Dr. Owen's Caolic,
Cholera and Diarrhea Remedy for sale. In some
Instances a druggist would simply advertise to his
patrons by means of a complimentary card as did
Harrison’s Pharmacy of Davenport.

The counter card reproduced on the back cover
advertising Tutt's Liver Pills was displayed on
many a drug store’s display case or shelf. It rep-
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For the Removal of ObstructlonB, and the In*
eurance of Regularity in the Recurrence
of the Monthly Period*.

t & They care or obviate those dtttdctogs dtocoACH
tho4 spring from Irregularity, by removing the Irreg-
ularity Itself.

|jT~ They cure Suppressed, KxceaalTO and P*Ir./hl
Menstruation.

tvr They cure Orcou Sickness (Chlorosis).

IIT They cure Nervous uud6plDsl AOetUons.jpntn#
tn the bock, and lower parts of the body, Heaviness
Fatigue on slight exertion. Palpitation of the Heart.
Lowness oi Spirits, Hysteria, 81clc Headache, Giddi-
ness. etc., etc. In a word, by removing the Irrego
Isrity, they remove tbo cause, and with It all the
«erects that spring from It.

IjT Composed of simple vegetable extracts, they
contain nothingdele”ei U>ss, to nay constitution, how.
ever delicate, their fqucilon being to suhslllute
atrengtb for weakness, which, when properly used,
they never tall to do.

H r They may bo safely used at any age, end at any
period, hxoipt duttik» tul fibst thrjeb months.
during which the unfailing nature of their action
would Infallibly pbivpnt pregnancy.

VST All letters seeking Information or advice wtU
be promptly, ireely and discreetly answered.

I T Full dirtcllous accompany each box.

n r Price |l per box, or six boxes for *5,

n r Sent by mall, free of postage, on reoelptof
price.

111 auch orders must be sent to C. A. COOK, Chi*
<sgo, our General Agent for iho West.

Gold in Chicago, by FCLLER. FINCH A FtTLLKH,

Wholesale DruggUta,and by all J)ruggl*t§ every where.

CHICAGO,

General Agent for tbo 8tates of lillaois, lowa, Wife
oonalD, Michigan and Indiani.

X>K. W . 52. IfJERWILIVA CO.,

0 Sou PmoraiXTOBt,
Vo. 9 Liberty »t, New Tort,

for nule in Manchester by Chine J\um-ddc and

M. Cotton, druggist*. rp-ijMv

HIALANDS GRVNEITTERS
EOOELMD'S GERMAN M'IC.

Prepared by Dr. C. M. JACKSON,
PHILADELPHIA, PA-

T1e Great Remedles for all Diseases

or TD*

LIVER, STOMACH, or
DIGESTIVE ORGANS.

Hoofland's German Bitters

or>coni|**ed of the pure Juices (or, as they are medi-
cinally torntHil, Ex maiwi liBrrvJ tract*) of Roots,
llerim and rhiikn, !Ec fri  making a prepara-
tion, highly concoD trated, and entirely
ng.rom siUujfutUo admixture of any

HOOFLAND’S GERMAN TONIC

la a combination of all the Ingredients of the Rlttors,
with the purest quality of Sin/a Crux Rum” Oraugo,
etc., tiuiking one of the moat ploaaant and agTewable
reinlotlies ever offered to the puhlio. _

Tho*e preferiing a Medicine free from Alcoholic
tukiilxtnro, will use

Hoofland’s German Bitters.

In caeoe of uermnsdepression, when some alcoholic
stimuli* Is ubcossary,

HOOFLAND’S GERMAN TONIO

ehi.trlil bo Lired

Tbo mtton» or Iho Tonic are both equally pood, and
CJOUIn Ibt< mwiiir niedlclnnl rlrtuos..

The stomach, fnun u vnrioly ofciui«M, »ueb aa Tndl-
geetlca, DK N*rvon”  Debility,
etc., D »cry npt to yEFl have It* function
dorangod. “Tho re- suit of which Is, that
the patient suffuni ~ from eevoral or mar*

of the following disease™.

Constipation, Flatulence, Inward Pile«*
Fulness of Blood to the Head, Acldl*
ty of the Stomach, Nausea, Heart-
burn, Disgust for the Food,
Fulness or Weight in the
~Stomach. Sour Eructa-

. tions, Sinking or FElutter-
ing at the Pit of the Storhach,
Bwimminz of the Head. Hurried
or Difficult Breathing, Fluttering at
the Heart, Choking or Suffocating Sen-
sations when in a Lying Posture,
Dimness of Vision, Dots or Webs
before the Sight, Dull Pain In
the Head, Deficiency of
Perspiration, Yellow-

ness of the SKkin
and Eyes, Pain in tho
Side, Back, W Chest,
Limbs, otc., . Sudden
Flushes of Heat, Burning in_the FTesh,
Constant Imaginings of Evil, and

Great Doprossion of Spirits.
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resented, In a sly way, the importance of just one
of the many widely heralded elixirs that served as
a boon to 19th century lowans, psychologically
or otherwise. Its counterpart may be found In
some of the so-called proprietary drugs today,
claiming the millennium for any and all users of
their products.

W illiam J. Petersen

SOME FAMOUS DRUG DISCOVERIES

Ether 1540 Vitamins 1912
Digitallis 1775 Arsplenamine 1909
Morphine 1805 Insulin 1922
Quinine 1820 Sulfas 1937

Cocaine 1858 Penicillin 142



