


The Meaning of Palimpsest

In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or other
material from which one or more writings had been
erased to give room for later records. But the era-
sures were not alw-ays complete; and so it became the
fascinating task of scholars not only to translate the
later records but also to reconstruct the original writ-
ings by deciphering the dim fragments of letters partly
erased and partly covered by subsequent texts.

The history of lowa may be likened to a palimpsest
which holds the record of successive generations.
To decipher these records of the past, reconstruct
them, and tell the stories which they contain is the

task of those who write history.
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My Chautauqua Memories

On the shore of charming Lake Chautauqua, In
the southwestern comer of the state of New York,
IS a wooded area In which the Methodists held
seasonal camp meetings during the years shortly
after the Civil War. But by the mid-seventies,
those old shouting and praying outdoor “revivals”
under canvas were petering out; and the Lake
Chautaugqua grounds were taken over in 1874 for
something new In the world —a Sunday School
Assembly.

John H. Vincent, later a Methodist bishop, was
at this time engaged In working out a system for
the training of Sunday School teachers; and Lewis
Miller, a wealthy and religious manufacturer, was
his enthusiastic supporter. These two were the
founders of what came to be known as “Chautau-
qua.” The first Assembly, designed to impart Bib-
lical lore and religious teaching to those who came
to the lakeside to camp for two or three weeks,
was a great success; and the number of those at-
tending grew year by year. Soon the Assembly
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had outgrown the bounds of its original pattern —
In scope of study, In entertainment features, In
length of program, In equipment. An amphi-
theatre was erected; good dining rooms were pro-
vided; small frame hotels offered accommodations
for those who did not wish to live in canvas dwell-
Ings during the sessions.

But the great development was In the breadth
of the program, which burst sectarian bounds from
the start and became thoroughly interdenomina-
tional. Sunday School work, though not aban-
doned, was soon overshadowed by courses In
secular history and literature. William Rainey
Harper, later to become president of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, was brought In to direct the
cultural courses. John Vincent, a promoter of
genius, Induced President U. S. Grant to visit the
Assembly and address it in 1875. That gave the
Institution on the shore of Lake Chautauqua a
national standing, and it also made it easier to get
men like General James Garfield, Schuyler Colfax,
and President Rutherford B. Hayes In later sea-
sons. And hundreds of famous preachers, authors,
and educators were proud to be Invited to speak
at Chautaugua In the eighties and nineties.

The spectacular success of the Assembly on the
lake with the romantic Indian name led to imita-
tion; and soon other Institutes of the kind were
being established all over the country, all calling
themselves “Chautauquas.” Each of them had its
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barn-like “pavilion/’ or auditorium, Its cottages,
Its tents, Its rude classrooms, and Its inn or dining
room. And each, of course, had its own program
of lectures by famous men and women, ItS con-
certs and entertainments, Its courses of study, and
SO on.

But an even greater expansion of this adult
education project In a different direction followed.
It was In the fourth year of the Chautaugua As-
sembly that Vincent promulgated an idea de-
signed to spread the blessings of higher education
far and wide. He himself had not been able to
attend college as a young man, and he felt a keen
sympathy for all who had been denied that oppor-
tunity. What he now proposed was a four-year
home-reading course dealing with the chief civili-
zations of the world. His first list included seven
very solid books, and the prescribed work ended
with examinations and what was called *“recogni-
tion” for those who passed. This new system was
called the Chautaugua Literary and Scientific
Circle, and It soon became immensely successful.
By the end of the century some fifty thousand men
and women had been “recognized” for their com:
pletion of the four-year course, and a quarter of a
million had been enrolled for some period, long or
short. A new reading list, with books In special
binding, was provided each year. History, litera-
ture, sociology, and science courses furnished the
chief materials for the studies outlined during
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some fifty years, and the great civilizations of
mankind were covered by those courses.

When | was a young boy at Tipton, lowa, |
was charmed and fascinated by that exciting thing
which we knew as “Chautauqua.” My parents
were among the organizers of the Tipton Circle;
and every Monday night they would depart for
the meeting, each carrying a C. L. &S. C. book or
two and a folding chair. Since the meetings were
In private homes, members saved hosts the trouble
of borrowing chairs from the neighbors by bring-
Ing their own. To me there was something en-
chanting about those folding chairs, which were
kept upstairs In the spare room except when
Father and Mother carried them off on Monday
nights. Once when our parents left us alone In the
house to attend a funeral out In the country, we
children fetched those folding chairs downstairs
and set them up In the sitting room, Intending to
replace them long before Father and Mother got
back. But their return was unexpectedly early,
and | was sitting in one of the magical contrap-
tions when they walked into the house.

“Why, how did that chair ever get down here?*
asked Mother.

“I brought it down, Mamma,“ | confessed.

“But why did thee bring 1t down here?*

“I don't know, Mamma.*

“Well, thee can just take it right back upstairs,
and the other one, too!*
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Mamma did not know the reason those chairs
fascinated me, and Frankie did not know, and |
am not sure that | can explain It satisfactorily at
this late date; but | think that our parents’ en-
thusiasm for Chautauqua had been communicated
to us children, and that we felt a kind of sorcery
In everything connected with it. Thus the folding
chair was a true fetish. But even If we were for-
bidden to handle the folding chairs, we were
allowed to read the books and the Chautauguan,
the Circle’s excellent monthly magazine. Some of
the books were beyond our capacities; indeed, |
suppose all of them were, but | remember with
affection Henry A. Beers’ Initial Studies in Amer-
ican Letters, and | recall puzzling over W. C.
Brownell’s French Traits. Also we children had a
"Chautauqua Desk,” which was a combined
blackboard and wall-desk with a revolving scroll

at the top, and which afforded us endless delight
and Instruction.

Many years later, Chautaugua again affected
my life significantly, through a new development
of the old system that Vincent and his colleagues
had originated In the seventies. | have pointed out
how hundreds of Assemblies had sprung up
throughout the land, each with its own plot of
ground and rude buildings, and how each was
offering a program for both visitors and campers.
Toward the end of the Nineties, many Chautau-
quas were depending more upon season-ticket
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holders from their own communities than upon
campers. Though these Assemblies were all the
progeny of the pioneer venture on Lake Chautau-
qua, the management there never made any at-
tempt to organize them Into one interdependent
system. The common need for inspirational and
Instructive speakers and good concert companies
did, however, produce a certain amount of cooper-
ative effort in program building; and soon the
lyceum agencies, which furnished talent to Lec-
ture Courses the country over In the Winters,
began to serve these Summer programs also, thus
giving their speakers and musicians work In both

Seasons.

Then, just after the turn of the century, It oc-
curred to several men in the lyceum business that
many more towns could be served far more cheaply
If the agency furnished not only the talent but also
tent auditoriums, as the circus did; In such a sys-
tem they would ask local help only to sponsor the
Chautauqua by guaranteeing the sale of a certain
number of season tickets, as was done In connec-
tion with the Winter lecture courses. Such an
arrangement could keep talent busy every day of
the season, reduce "jumps” on the average from
five hundred to fifty miles, and enable a town to
have a full week's cultural debauch without any
permanent investment or any exertion beyond that
of ticket-selling campaigns. Leader Iin this mo-
mentous shift of emphasis In the Chautauqua sys-
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tem was Keith VVawter, of Cedar Rapids, lowa,
a lyceum operator who founded the tent circuit
named after him in 1904. Ten or fifteen years
later, when the tent Chautaugua reached Its
height, over seven thousand towns were being
served by circults operated by a score or more of
agencies.

Urban critics sometimes satirized the tent Chau-
taugua. They made fun of William Jennings
Bryan, Robert La Follette, and Champ Clark for
“hitting the Chautauqua trail" every Summer; but
the good old Baltimore Sun was right when, in dis-
cussing Secretary of State Bryan’s speaking tour
of the Summer of 1914, it declared that no promi-
nent public official could afford to neglect the
Chautaugua platform. Certainly many of them
spent a few weeks In such work each season for a
number of years. Senator Warren G. Harding, of
Ohio, was a familiar figure at the Chautauquas, as
were Senator Irvine L. Lenroot, of Wisconsin;
Senator George W. Norris, of Nebraska; Gover-
nor Joseph W. Folk, of Missouri; and "Uncle
Joe" Cannon, of Illinois. Among headliners were
Judge Benjamin B. Lindsey, of Colorado, on the
youth question, and Captain Richmond P. Hob-
son, a Spanish-American war hero, on military
and naval preparedness. Audiences were made to
forget the heat and hard benches by such humor-
Ists as Strickland Gillilan, Opie Read, and James
Whitcomb Riley. Choirs, orchestras, bands, string
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quartets, voice quartets, bellringers, interpretive
readers, chalk-talkers, violinists, pianists furnished
rich variety. Every good program had at least one
dramatic company, offering a full-length play.

Talent’s lot was not easy. Nightly “jumps,”
often on the Inferior trains that served the small
towns; daily appearances, excused only In cases
of serious illness; all kinds of weather, Including
torrid midsummer heat, rain beating on tent tops,
wind that often made the quarter-poles dance a
frightening Jig; country hotels and irregular meals
—such were the hardships of the Chautauqua
troupers. But season tickets had been sold on the
basis of an advertised program; to coin a phrase,
the show had to go on.

| remember one blistering hot afternoon In a
small lowa town when Bryan was on the platform,
and the orator was drenched with perspiration.
He stopped In the middle of one of his rounded
periods, dipped both hands Into a large pitcher of
Ice-water that stood on the table before him, and
came up with two handfuls of crushed ice, which
he held to his throbbing bald head for a minute or
two. There was no laughter; | think we all felt
sympathetic with the old man.

One season Congressman Victor Murdock, of
Kansas, an excellent platform man, suffered for a
couple of weeks with what we called “summer
complaint.” His lecture was an hour and a quarter
long; and one afternoon, finding It Impossible to
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postpone relief until his address was over, he
stopped suddenly In the midst of a sentence and
said: “Friends, this is a hot afternoon, and | must
not keep you sitting on those hard planks for an-
other half-hour without change of position. | am
going to give you five minutes’ intermission so you
can stand up and stretch your legs.” The audi-
ence was surprised and pleased by the speaker’s
thoughtfulness; but before 1t had “stretched Its
legs” very much, Vic had slipped through the cur-
tains at the back of the platform, had made a bee-
line for the barbed wire fence that separated the
Chautaugua lot from a nearby cornfield, and was
out of sight of even the tent-boys among the
green stalks of the growing com. When the five-
minute Intermission was over, the speaker was
back on the platform, composed and refreshed,
and ready to continue his vigorous and entertain-

Ing lecture. Such was the life of a follower of the
Chautaugqua trail.

In the Summer of 1916, when | was editing and
publishing a weekly paper in Grand Junction,
lowa, | added to my various business, civic, and
church responsibilities the duties of local manager
of the town’s Chautaugua. In fact, | not only per-
formed the duties of that functionary but also
acted as platform manager for the Grand Junction
program that year. The next Spring, having sold
my newspaper In order to begin graduate work at
Columbia University the next Fall, | was ready to
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accept Sam Holladay’s offer of an all-Summer job
as a platform manager on Circuit A of his Mid-
land Chautauqua System, of Des Moines. | liked
the work so well on first trial that | returned to It
for the three succeeding Summers.

This Circuit A had seven Chautauqua programs
running at once, a new one beginning every day.
There were eight tents and eight crews in order to
allow a day between set-ups to transport and erect
the tent and get ready for a new opening. The
crew consisted of the platform manager, who was
really a general superintendent; two tent-boys,
usually college students on “Vacation," who had
the care of the big tent and the canvas yard-walls
and lived in a small utility tent on the grounds; and
the junior supervisor, who conducted the morning
play hours for the children and usually trained
them for a "pageant” that was staged the last day
of the session.

The first thing the platform manager had to do
on arriving In a new town was to look up the local
manager and learn how the season ticket sale had
gone. The entire circuit Chautauqua system was
built on the season ticket. No town was served by
the Midland without a contract guaranteeing the
sale of a thousand dollars’ worth of season tickets,
signed by a group of public-spirited men. Alas,
the sale sometimes fell short, and In such a case
the local manager was naturally inclined to avoid
the unpleasant business of collecting the guarantee
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from his neighbors, and the platform man had to
take up that task. More than once | had to make
the rounds collecting the guarantee, and then to
follow up those visits with a campaign to enlist
signers for the next year’s contract. That, gentle
reader, was what is known as an Herculean task.
Sometimes | succeeded, and sometimes | had to
give it up and mark the town off the list. The
Bureau sent out a clean-up man to help with busi-
ness affairs on the last day, but I usually had the
contract all signed up for him, or else was ready
with conclusive evidence that the place was no
longer what we called “a good Chautaugua town.”

The public knew the platform manager chiefly
as the fellow who Introduced the talent. A short
and sharp introduction, with a wisecrack or two
and a flattering resume of the record and reputa-
tion of the speaker or artist, was called for. Some-
times the speaker, who loved the flattery, would
use It to serve the double purpose of a pretense of
modesty and a laugh-provoker with which to begin
an otherwise rather heavy address. | remember a
certain famous New York pulpit orator who got
Into the habit of quipping about my Introductions
and (as | heard from the grapevine circuit) about
those of all the other platform managers. One
afternoon, after | had Introduced this speaker In
my best manner, and the greeting applause had
subsided, he looked over to the wings into which
| had disappeared from audience view and asked,
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“Why hasn’t somebody shot that fellow In the leg
before this?” After the lecture, | waylaid the
great man, who was at the time in company with a
Bureau representative, and though | did not shoot
him In the leg, | fired a barrage of rebuke and
objurgation at him point-blank. He seemed gen-
uinely surprised that | had been offended, and was
so apologetic that he almost wept. He had re-
garded the banter, | found, as part of his show,
and had not stopped to think that the platform
man had to live with the people of a town, and
deal with them, throughout a week, and needed to
preserve some modicum of respect and standing.
That was my first season, and | suppose | was too
sensitive.

The platform manager had to be a kind of guide
and shepherd to the talent. | met them on the ar-
rival of their trains whenever | could. | gave them
advice about hotels, eating places, travel arrange-
ments, location of the tent, how to please local
audiences, cures for headache and stomach-ache,
how to get along with their traveling companions,
what to write to the family at home, and a hun-
dred other things. Relaxed somewhere after the
evening program, a speaker or musician would
amaze me by taking me into his confidence about
his marital difficulties, or troubles he was having
with his publisher, or his anxieties about his lyceum
contract, or the exciting details of his recent sur-
gical operation.
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| had some odd characters on my platform dur-
Ing the four Summers In which | was engaged In
this work, Including some who were "phonies/
some who were too temperamental to endure pa-
tiently the rigors of the Chautaugua circuit, some
who were everlastingly flirtatious, and some who
never did find out exactly what it was all about.

| remember one lecturer on big-game hunting
who began his Summer’s work by devoting his
hour mainly to a great lion-hunt in which he had
engaged. He did not last out our season; but be-
fore he was replaced, he had built up his story to
where he was slaughtering half the wild life of the
South African veldts single-handed. That sort of
accretion of sensation was easy for a speaker who
was naturally a fluent liar and was daily subjected
to the challenge of a thrill-hungry audience. On
the 1917 program we had a male quartet made up
of disabled Canadian soldiers returned from the
European war. They sang the songs then becom-
Ing popular — "Tipperary,” "The Long, Long
Trail,” "Over There” —and did them very well;
and In between, one of them told something of
their experiences In the war. This narrative con-
tained, at the very first, something about the
crimes committed by the "Huns”; and as the sea-
son progressed, these atrocity stories grew. Since
| listened to the program every week, | could see
this development clearly, and was shocked by
what appeared to be a singularly repulsive variety
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of mendacity. So | complained to the Bureau, and
soon the boys mended their ways and cleaned up
their story and sang “Over There” with more
verve than ever, and less sadism.

One of the most temperamental lecturers | had
on my platform was an English lieutenant, also a
war hero. In his voluminous luggage he carried a
hammock, because, he insisted, he could not sleep
In hotel beds. He had an injured knee and walked
with a cane, so his traveling companions had to
assist him with his luggage; and they came to re-
sent that hammock so much that several times they
tried to lose It by forgetting to bring It off the
train, but the lieutenant always recovered it. If he
had come to us from His Majesty’s Navy, we
might have understood this peculiarity; but he
came from the Army. Every night he would swing
that hammock, usually in his hotel room, but some-
times outdoors.

The lieutenant was always full of complaints
about the way the Chautauqua was run, and | re-
gret to record that | quarreled with him almost
continuously the whole season long. He may have
been suffering all the time from his wounds,
though | thought then 1t was sheer ill temper. He
had a rough, unpleasant voice, a fine sense of his
own Importance, a very British manner of speech,
and a monocle. The last of these appurtenances
he used but rarely, bringing it out only to empha-
size some particularly insulting observation. One
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night iIn Mankato, Kansas, when our tent had
blown down and we had to give our show In the
open, the lieutenant refused until the last minute
to go on. Speaking without benefit of canvas
would hurt his voice, he argued. | threatened him
with all the condign discipline | could conjure up
In the name of the Bureau, but | was not sure until
| had actually introduced him and he limped for-
ward from the front row of the audience that he
would speak that night.

The "leftenant” was supposed to be writing a
book about his American experiences, and he once
told me that | would be surprised to know what he
had In his notes about me. | do not know whether
he ever published his book or not, or whether |
was In It if he did; but here he Is In mine, complete
with hammock, raucous voice, limp, and monaocle,
though without name.

But there were many great troupers on the old
Midland Circuit A, and some really distinguished
personalities. With some of the talent | made
lasting friendships, and | looked forward to my
weekly reunions with them In happy anticipation
of little parties and much good talk. Strickland
Gillilan, the humorist — author of the famous "Off
ag’in, on ag’in, gone ag’in, Finnegin" verses —
was a rare soul and a good companion. Chancel-
lor Henry A. Buchtel, of Denver University, for-
mer Governor of Colorado and one of our top
lecturers, virtually adopted me as a grandson for a
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season. Governor Leslie M. Shaw, of lowa, was
an Inexhaustible treasury of homely wisdom.
Theodore Roosevelt had appointed him Secretary
of the Treasury partly, It was said, because of the
national reputation as a campaign speaker that he
had made when he had spoken from hundreds of
platforms In the canvas of 1900; but | noticed that
he was always nervous before he went on for his
Chautauqua lecture. One evening when | saw him
pacing back and forth behind the curtain, | ban-
tered him a little about his obvious tenseness.

"Governor," | said, "I should think that a sea-
soned stump-speaker like you would take this sort
of thing In stride — just one more talk to an audi-
ence, you know. But here you are, nervous as a

kitten!"

"My boy," said the Governor, "you talk like a
tyro, as you are. NoO man ever yet made a speech
that was worth hearing without getting wound up
tight enough to bust a spring before he went on.
Remember that."

| have, Indeed, remembered that. | accepted It
then, and | accept It now, as basic Iin the psychol-
ogy of address.

Occasionally I had William Jennings Bryan on
my platform. His fee was always half his gate re-
ceipts. | never got through to him personally; he
was kind to Chautaugqua personnel but uninter-
ested In us. It was once necessary for me to travel
about fifty miles in an automobile with him, and
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that was In the days when such a trip required
nearly two hours. | had looked forward to listen-
Ing to some personal words of wit and wisdom
from the great man on this occasion, but he was
apparently saving them for his audience at two
bits a head, for as soon as he settled himself in his
seat and we got under way, his head drooped, and
he was asleep. All | heard from him on the whole
journey was an occasional gurgling snore. Like a
good trooper, he was getting his rest where he
could.

Memories of my Chautaugua Summers are com-
pounded chiefly of meetings with Interesting peo-
ple, campaigns for contracts, and weather.
Weather was a constant hazard. Windstorms
were especially to be feared. Sizzling heat under
the big top, light showers and drumming rains we
could cope with, but high winds might do great
damage to tents and were sometimes a potential
danger to the lives and limbs of audiences. The
worst experience of that kind that ever came my
way was the baby cyclone at Mankato, Kansas.

We came to Mankato that year doomed to mis-
fortune. Kansas had been suffering from a Sum-
mer-long drought, the fields were dead, and nel-
ther farmers nor townspeople had money for
Chautauqua. The town had not met Its contract
guarantee, and we had only small audiences at our
programs. One afternoon, a blessed black cloud
appeared In the West, and ahead of it moved
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white wind-puffs. The talent were alarmed; but |
told them to go on when introduced, and | would
warn them In time If there was danger. Then, as |
watched the cloud, | saw It part, half going north
of us and half south, leaving Mankato as parched
and dry as it had been all Summer. The next day
Dr. Lena K Sadler was on the platform with her
excellent health lecture when the same thing hap-
pened: the menacing bank of clouds came out of
the West, with wind In front of it. But this time It
did not part; the black wall seemed to rush straight
toward our tent, and the wind was upon us.

| bounced on to the platform and asked the
audience to get out. “It Is my duty,” | cried, “to
warn you that this tent will not be safe In five min-
utes! We’ll give you the rest of this program later
If we can, but for now you must find shelter some-
where else!” But the small audience was not much
alarmed by the antics of the frightened young fel-
low on the platform. The tall Kansan who was
our local manager rose in the rear of the tent and
drawled, “Oh, we’re used to these winds here In
Kansas, Mr. Mott. We’re not afraid of them.
We’d love to have a little blow and a big rain!”
But | argued that nobody would be safe In that
tent when the wind lifted the quarter-poles; and
nearly all the audience drifted out, more amused
than alarmed.

The tent-boys had, of course, begun to tighten
guy ropes and tie down the canvas walls. Ina few
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minutes the wind was whistling under the top,
making It billow and pull on the ropes. The quar-
ter-poles were attached to the canvas; and when
the top rose they went with it, and then came
crashing down upon the seats and benches and
everything beneath them. This infernal dance of
the quarter-poles was now accompanied by the
roaring of the wind, the tearing of the canvas, and
the perilous swaying of the big center-poles. Sud-
denly one of these poles cracked with a noise like
artillery, and the big tent came down.

Nobody was hurt. The wind and the rain were
soon past. But the tent was ruined, and that night
we gave our show under the stars. We had the
largest crowd of our Mankato week that night.
For the remaining two days of our session, we held
forth In the high school assembly hall, which was
large enough for our audiences, with space to
spare. But we could not collect our guarantee In
Mankato; we failed to get a contract for the next
year; and after the last program, when the bor-
rowed piano was being returned to its owner, it
slid off the back of the dray and lost most of its
Imitation mahogany case In the ditch. Thus ended
a week of disasters.

| recall a more amusing experience with a storm
In Waseca, Minnesota. There the tent was pitched
In the public park; and since the space between the
trees was a little cramped for a tent, the boys had
tied their guy ropes to trees in many cases and had
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not been able to get an evenly stretched top.
However, 1t did well enough until a thunderstorm
came along one afternoon with a few puffs of wind
before it. These made the canvas billow and flap
more than i1t would have done with a tight set-up.
| had been watching the clouds and took the re-
sponsibility of telling the audience there was no
danger and they had better remain In the tent,
where It was dry, Instead of rushing out into the
rain. They agreed, but with the talent it was a
different story. We had a ladies' orchestra with a
male director on the platform that afternoon, and
the Major had, | believe, undergone some harrow-
INg experiences with a wind-wrecked tent in a for-
mer season; at any rate, he shouted a sauve qui
peut to his girls and he himself, a big round man,
dived under the platform, trying to drag his big
round bass drum with him. It took half an hour to
restore order and set the harmonies and rhythms
of the orchestra to competing with the beat of the
rain on the canvas roof.

But on the whole, my four Chautauqua Sum-
mers were pleasant and rewarding. The emotional
galvanism characteristic of all show business, the
weekly change of scene, and the constant associa-
tion with lively-minded people combined to create
a rich experience for me.

Now the Chautaugua circuits are all gone, and
of course the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
Circle dropped into oblivion years ago. All that is
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left of the grand old Institution of Chautauqua Is a
small, scattered group of die-hard independent
Assemblies, mostly occupying their own “pavil-
lons” and situated In various resort areas — and
the mother of them all — at Lake Chautauqua In
New York. That great institution now flourishes
more grandly than ever, with fine buildings and
elaborate programs, on the shore of the beautiful
lake with the Indian name.

Frank Luther Mottt



Chautaugua Vignettes

To lowans living In that incomparable Golden
Era ushered In by the Twentieth Century the
word “Chautauqua” is full of meaning. To many
still dwelling in the Hawkeye State It was a mode
of living during three short summer months that
often won for them a college education working
as tent boys, superintendents, managers, and even
“talent.” To the tens of thousands who attended
Chautauqua each summer It meant an escape from
the humdrum existence of many small communi-
ties. In lowa during its heyday Chautauqua was
witnessed by hundreds of thousands each season.
In the United States and Canada, during the peak
of the circuit-Chautauqua, It has been estimated
that nearly 40,000,000 persons annually attended
Chautauqua In 10,000 communities.

lowa was one of the first states to become iden-
tified with the Chautauqua movement. As early
as 1876 a Chautauqua Assembly was organized
at Clear Lake with Reverend } R. Barrie as Its
first superintendent. Beginning with 1879 the
Reverend }. A. Worden (who had served as an
apprentice to Reverend John H. Vincent, the
founder of chautaugua In New York) directed
the Clear Lake Chautauqua. Of the Clear Lake

230
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Chautaugua Hugh A. Orchard declares: “It be-
came a mecca of religious and popular instruction,
a favorite spot for out-of-door recreation and pas-
time, and a congenial meeting place for kindred
spirits from a wide territory.” The Clear Lake
Assembly flourished for a period of ten years and
then, unfortunately, passed Into limbo. Mean-
while, camp meetings had been going on contem-
poraneously with the early Clear Lake Assembly
and Epworth League Assembly, and out of these
the Clear Lake Chautaugua was once more re-
vived around the turn of the Century.

Other lowa communities made relatively early
starts at what developed into local Chautauguas.
The Waterloo Chautauqua grew out of a real
estate venture known as the Cedar River Park
Association established In 1893. The first Bur-
lington Chautauqua was proposed In 1896, not
for intellectual and spiritual benefits, but to pay
off a debt. An Independent Chautaugua was es-
tablished at Mediapolis in 1904 and continued for
forty years before It passed away—the last Chau-
tauqua In lowa. Of this same vintage was the
Fairfield Chautaugua, one of the oldest and most
successful In the Hawkeye State. Between 1900
and 1910 scores of lowa communities organized
their own Chautauqua, frequently competing In

the same county, or within a few miles of each
other.

Although Chautaugua In its Twentieth Century
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sense was non-denominational, or at least inter-
denominational In character, 1t was usually the
clergy, and more frequently the Methodist min-
Isters, who took the lead In organizing a Chau-
taugua In their community. Thus, on February 24,
1904, at the close of a prayer meeting in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church In Fairfield, Reverend J.
S. Tussey submitted a plan for organizing a Chau-
tauqua which was unanimously adopted. Fifteen
shares of stock were subscribed by those present
at the meeting and a campaign was launched to
sell 300 shares at $10 per share to provide suf-
ficlent capital for the project. A month later it
was reported that 208 shares had been sold and
the sponsors felt justified In organizing the Fair-
field Chautauqua Association.

The purpose of establishing a Chautaugua In
any lowa community Is best described in the first
Fairfield brochure, which was patterned after the
Columbus Chautaugua Association of Columbus
Junction. Ten thousand copies of a similar bro-
chure were ordered printed for the first Fairfield
Chautaugua. The objectives of this Chautauqua
were outlined In the articles of incorporation:

The object . .. shall be to hold an annual public assem-
bly and to employ talent to entertain and instruct the
public In science, philosophy, music, art, and such other
subjects as may be determined by the program committee
from time to time . ..

The grand aim of this chautaugua movement is to elevate
the masses; to give the community at large a mental, moral,
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social, and spiritual uplift, by drawing them together In
social assembly and bring them into contact with the most

cultured minds, eloguent orators, and brilliant artists of
the American platform.

Editorial Support — Fort Madison

Newspaper editors played an equally important
role in promoting and publicizing Chataugua. On
July 26, 1905, the Fort Madison Democrat iIn-
formed its readers that Charles L. Wagner of the
Slayton Lyceum Bureau of Chicago, together with
L. T. Kersey, the lowa representative of the Bu-
reau, met with interested Fort Madison citizens
to study the possibility of organizing a Fort Madi-
son Chautaugua Assembly. The group assembled
In the court house, where, after full and spirited
discussion, it was unanimously decided to hold a
Chautaugua In Fort Madison the following year.
In recording the meeting the local editor wrote:

The gathering was informal and the questions infor-
mally discussed. Mr. Wagner was present, and was asked
to outline the work and give the people some knowledge
of procedure, and how the assemblies are arranged for,
manner of conducting them and the probable expense. All
of these points were happily outlined and many questions
were asked and intelligently answered to the satisfaction
of all.

Mr. Wagner spoke of the origin of the now very pop-
ular Chautauqua assembly. There were about 200 now In
existence, of which lowa has the largest number with Illi-
nois a close second. They were largely furnished through

bureaus, from where the best talent could be booked, and
programs made out.
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The proposition seemed fair and as a sample he said
If one thousand tickets could be sold at two dollars a-piece,
the bureau would furnish the best possible program of the
best talent, at no further expense, and would also furnish
a superintendent to oversee and arrange for and give the
necessary assistance to carry on the ten-day assembly.

He approximated that the running expenses the first
year would be about $500, proceeds from tickets $2,000,
to which the gate-receipts would largely increase the

profits.
He briefly outlined the probable program, a rich literary

feast of lectures, addresses, music, and entertainments of
various kinds, making some thirty numbers for the ten

days’ feast.

The following year, on August 4, 1906, the
Fort Madison Democrat chronicled the formal
opening of Chautauqua In beautiful Highland
Park. The grand event had been a matter of dis-
cussion for months, and residents of Fort Madi-
son, as well as folks from the country round abourt,
were on hand to hear the ten-piece Cleveland
Ladies Orchestra under the direction of Professor
A. Metzdorf play an hour and a half program of
"‘some of the best, the sweetest music” ever given
In Fort Madison. The pulse of the audience was
recorded In part as follows:

The opening number by the orchestra was “Stars and
Stripes March” which was cheered to the echo. This was
followed by an overture, “Merry Wives of Windsor,”
a beautifully rendered number.

A cornet solo was a rare treat and heartily encored.
A quartet of ladies with cornets, trombone and trumpet
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played “Trumpet Flowers” so beautifully that the audi-
ence called them back in a very hearty encore. This was
followed by a trombone solo and so well executed that the
lady In response to a hearty burst of applause beautifully
rendered “Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep.”

Having heard the orchestra’s first program, the
Democrat felt confident that 4their following en-
tertainments will be eagerly looked forward to.”
Ten days later the editor labeled the first Chau-
tauqua season a “decided success.”

There was some opposition at first and for a few days
the outlook was quite discouraging. The management,
however, was not discouraged. The people became more
Interested and it is a pleasant fact to know that the enter-
prise has paid out, but the amount in the treasury cannot
be estimated until later. There have been some mistakes
made that can be corrected and some improvements can be
made In another season’s production. The present indica-
tions are that a Chautauqua will be organized, incorpor-
ated, board of directors and required officials be elected,
and a Chautauqgua be made a permanent thing. This Is
as It should be and the splendid treat afforded our citizens
this year should be a yearly occurrence which will edify
the people and be a splendid thing for the city.

Keith Vawter and Chautauqua

The experience of Fort Madison Is typical of
other lowa communities. Actually, most local
Chautaugua assembly managers had found it in-
creasingly difficult during the 1890’ to meet the
expense of operation and to secure entertainment.
On the other hand, small communities were anx-
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lous to establish a Chautauqua but did not have
the facilities. This situation provided an opportun-
Ity for an organization that would serve the exist-
Ing Chautauquas as well as the communities which
wanted Chautauqua. Keith VVawter, an executive
of the Redpath Lyceum Bureau, was the first man
to capitalize on the situation. He proposed to build
a program of outstanding “talent” and sell it to

local assembly managers.
In his Fifty Years of Chautauqua, Hugh A

Orchard writes:

Up to this time it should be remembered there had been
no serious thought of attempting any radical alterations In
the general plan of chautauqua operation. The practice of
outdoor assemblies, managed by local citizens, had been
thoroughly established after years of use, and was suc-
ceeding very well at every point where the patronage was
great enough to justify the high costs that were inevitable
under such a plan. The transition that marked what finally
amounted to nothing short of a revolution In chautauqua
management did not all come about in a day ....

At the beginning, Mr. Vawter had in mind chiefly the
matter of delivering chautauqua talent, at greatly reduced
cost, by booking a whole program unit uniformly through-
out a select group of towns. He chose the state of lowa
as the territory where the experiment should be made.
This field afforded him the opportunity to serve several
local chautauqua managements already organized and
active, and to promote a sufficient number of others to
provide a means for applying his idea. W hile negotiating
contracts this first season he offered what may be called a
basic program, designed to be delivered uniformly to all
towns visited, and carried a list of additional talent from
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Cedar Rapids and Kansas City

Jflemoranbum of Agreement, By and between the vawter
CHAUTAUQUA SYSTEM (Incorporated), of Cedar Rapids. lowa, party of the first part,

and H. H, Preston ... of lowa City, lowa.
party of the second part;
©Hitntssetb, That first party hereby employs second party, and second party enters such

.mployment, under the following rules and regulations, and such rules and regulations as may
hereafter be made by first party.

Second party Is to work as Diplomat, Advance Man. or Superintendent, and do such other
work as may be required in connection with first party’s Chautauquas for the season of 11)16
lie is to work seven days each week during the term of this engagement and such hours each
day aa_the nature of the employment may require or the Department Superintendent in charge
may direct.

~ Said work to begin on or about June 1st. and continue for one or more weeks at first party’s
option. It is epr|C|tI¥1_understood and agreed that seeond party may be discharged by first
in

party at any time, within first party’s judgment, for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or failure to

comply with rules and regulations of first party, and second party shall have no claim against
first party except for services actually rendered up to the time of such discharge.

Second party shall pay his own hotel bills.
First party agrees to pay second party’s railroad fare from the point where second party

begins work and throughout said engagement to last point where second party works for first
party, also telegrams, telephones, express, drives where necessary, and other necessary incident-

als. in addition to a weekly salary of.. Thirty-five and no/lIOC— W -——-

Dollarsi which shall be payable Monday following each week’s service. Any days off for any
reason beyond first party’s control shall be deducted pro rata.

It is further agreed that the first party shall withhold Two Dollars and Fifty Cents ($2.50)
each week from the above mentioned salary of the second party, to IX* forfeited by the second
party as liguidated damages in case he docs not stay on the job until the close of tlie season.

It Is agreed that this contract may be assigned to the Rodpath-Vawtcr Chautauqua System.

3In Ugliness IDbfrtof, We have hereunto signed our names this 11th day of

April / f.,i916 ..
VAWTER CHAUTAUQUA SYSTEM,

By

Courtesy Howard I1. Preston

lowa was in the heart of Chautauqua land. Almost every thriving rural community
enjoyed these stimulating programs and several of the larger cities, such as Burlington,
Fort Madison, lowa City, and W aterloo, supported Chautauqua programs for a gener-
ation and more at the opening of the 20th Century. The Redpath-Vawter System Is a
name synonymous with the word chautauqua, but there were other lowa companies
such as the Midland Chautauqua Circuit, the United Chautauqua Company, and the
W hite & Brown Company, all of Des Moines.

One of the key personalities in assuring the success of the chautaugqua was the
Superintendent. The above contract between Vaw'ter Chautaugua and Howard H.
Preston reveals the general nature of the Superintendent’s work. Frank Luther Mott,
Howard H. Preston, and D. C. Nolan are but a few of many lowans who served In
this capacity.
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Afternoon
I/rograrn
Begins ai 3:00

PROGRAM

Evening
Program
Begins at 8:00

Children’s Chautauqua at 9:30 a. m. and 4:30 p. in. each day except Sunday
Story Hour for the “Wee Tots” at 3:30 p. in.
AFTERNOON FIRST DAY EVENING
Pii 1LI 1*1*1\ O ROYAL STRING HAM)— PINCIPPI\O ROYAL STRING BAND in
Grand opening; concert— novel InstruinentM, luilf hour's program of uonderful music.
nrilrci mmé delightful munte—artists troni [1OIl SEEDS—FamoUM Farm Philosopher—
the Philippian Con*er\atorles, Instrumen- bear him tell “How God .Made the Soil
tal and vocal number>*. Et rtllc’>—a message from Nature to all
people,
Admlafloo, Adult 360, Tax 4c, Total IO<* Admission, Adult 54c, Tax Gc, Total 00c
Child |He, Tax 2c, Total 2lie Child INc, lav 2c, Total 20c
SECOND DAY
LYCTfA'M AdiTS TRIO In entertaining, mti- IACEI M ARTS TRIO — Introducing the
iIraMmogram—voca poken and instru- big xylophone, readings» vocal number»«
- \'lolin solos, costume characterizations™*
DOPHEIDE — An out-statiding t OM1IKESS.I1 AN ROYAL (, JOHNSON, of
the delightful play» “The Yloncy- South Dakota, in a great and timely ad-
pnofraui you cannot allord to dress—a keen thinker, a forceful sirenker,

e|Ix characters.

a thorougli-going American.

Adult 3Gc, Tax 4c, Total 40c Admission, Adult 54c, Tax Oc, Total 00c
Child 18c, Tax 2c, Total 20e Child 1Sc, Tax 2c, Total 20c
THIRD DAY
MILANO SEXTETTE, of New York, in a MILANO SEXTETTE— A premier Company
foretaste of the big musical treat an- of leading soloists from the New York
nounced for the evening. Grand Opera in a popular program, fea-
MADAM N. N. SELIVANOVA, of Russia, in turing great arias, choruses, solos, etc,. In-
a stirring, lhought-prolokling lecture, cluding the famous laughing song, Italian
“Russian Women of Toda> as The) Face dialect songs and selections on the big
Bolshevism.*’ piano accordion.
Adm Isslon, Adult 30c, Tax 4c, Total 40c Admission, Adult GSe, Tax 7, Total 75c
<hlld I1Sc, Tax 2c, Total 20c ( hlld 18c, Tax 2c, Total 20c
FOURTH DAY
THE WALES PLAYERS Inamiscellaneous (LARE AAI GHA N WALES COYIPANY—
program of readings, sketches, etc. Presentation of the beautiful Bible story
of “Esther,** in costume, a visualized ser-
mon* set fortli by carefully prepared en-
LE(TI RE—To be announced. actors, with Mrs. Wales as Esther, Cos-
tumes historically correct. A worthy pre-
sentation of a beautiful episode.
Admission, Adult 54c, Tax 0Oc, Total OOc Admission, Adult 54c, Tax Ge, 'Total tWs
Child. 18c, Tax 2c, Total 20c Child, ISc, | ax 2c, Total 20c
FIFTH DAY
.\ MI1'S ORCHESTRA—Inder the per- BLAND’S ORCHESTRA—Big musical pro-
sonnl direction of Prof. Bland in a snappy gram by versatile hand under inspiring
prelude program, leadership, including big variety of novel-
DOCTOR SI DHINDRA BOSE, of Calcutta, ties, vocal solos, quartet*—something for
India, on “India and Her Awakening.” everybody from jazz to standard classics,
Teacher of political science In a leading all done with dash, fire and precision.
American In lversify.
Admission, Adult IUlo, Tax 4c. Total 40c Admission, Adult 54c, Tax Gc, Total GOc
Child I1Sc, Tax 2c, Total 2dc Child IScv Tax 2c, Total 20c
SIXTH DAY

EDWARD CLARKE CONCERT COMPANY

— A (lilcago Company of high-grade ar-
tists, Including Edward Clarke, bass-bari-
tone; Kncliel Steinmau Clarke, Polish Aio-
liniste, and Earl Victor Prahl, pianist—a
delightful musical treat.
Admission, Adult 3Gc, Tax 4c. Total 40c
( hlld 18c, Tax 2c, Total 20c

EDWARD CLARKE CONCERT COYIP ANY'
— A continuation of the m isicnl pleasure
of the* afternoon—thorough satisfaction.

EX-GOVERNOR YI.L G. DIMMHA1G1I. of
Pennsylvania— A brilliant mind and witty,

SEVENTH DAY

THE TEMPLE t IIOIllt— Making a special-
ty of choral work—a worth-while program.
PHINC ESS NEA WANNA, of the Ojlhwns—

an eloquent plea for a vanishing race—
hear the Indians’ side. Special exhibit of
Indian curios.
Admission, Adult 3«o0,.Tax 40. Total 4t>c
Child 18c, Tax 2c, Total 20c

a famous story-teller and a statesman in
a fine lecture, fitting the hour.
Admission, Adult 54c, Tax Gc. Total GOc
Child ISc, Tax 2c, Total 20c
GREAT CLOSING CONCERT BY THE
TEYIPLE CHOIR, featuring great choral
numbers, male quartets, ladies* quartet™,
mixed quartets, special solos, du»*is. etc.
A fitting finish for a uoek of solid satis-
faction.
Admission, Adult 54c, Tax Gc, Total GOc
Child 1Sc, Tax 2c. Total GOc

All Sunday Programs will he appropriate to the day.
Pageant, “Modern Crusaders/' will he given by the “Juniors" at 4:30 p. m. on closing day
except when closing day is Sunday, when it will he given on Saturday.

Knoxville Chautauqua Program — July 15 to July 21, 1920.



Piloto courtesy Lillian Leffert

The Highland Ladies Orchestra of Highland Park College pictured with William
Jennings Bryan and ex-Governor Buchtell of Colorado.

Photo courtesy Mrs. Floyd E. Cooley

Ewing’s Ladies Band played in 1918 and 1919 on a 3-day circuit for S. M. Holladay
of Midland Chautauqua in the upper Midwest states. A majority of the musicians
were from lowa towns — Knoxville, Pleasantville, and Keota.
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Chautauqua tent with tent-boys' pup tent to left.

Charles B. Booth made the circuit in his car, sometimes arriving just in time to go on.

Canvas wall surrounding Chautauqua tent with Booth’s car in foreground.



FRANK LUTHER MOTT

Bryan Day at Ackley, lowa

Ready for trip from Canton to Hawarden, lowa. Mrs. Nielsen was in rear seat for
her first flight. Few people in these towns had ever seen an airplane in 1917.

Play Director for Midland Chautauqua had Morning Schedule
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The Booster Parade Always Brought Out Crowd

Stage of Five Day Set-Up in 1915

Chautauqua Crow'd Awaiting Opening Number



HOWARD H. PRESTON

Chautauqua “Talent’ The Howard Prestons Remarried on
Chautauqua Lot.

Children’s Program Participants Talent Waiting for Train

Farewell Dinner — Battle Creek Crew of Summer Chautauqua When “Off Duty’



COLUMBUS CHAUTAUQUA COLuUMBUS JUNCTION

A Saturday Crowd in Columbus Junction Coming to Chautauqua (by train)

Enjoying the Chautauqua A Glimpse of the Big Tent

Just inside the Entrance A Wooded Avenue
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MAP OF THE GROUNDS

Map of the Columbus Chautaugua Grounds

DIRECTORY OF TENTERS

Tent Number Follows Name.

Alhaugh. Myrtle, 105

Albaugh, Glenn. 105

Allen, Mrs. C. B.. Morning Sun. 62
Allen. Harry. Morning Sun, 62
Allen, Will. Morning Sun, 02
Alexander, jMrs. J. K.. New London. ™
Alexander. Ellen, New London, 54
Anwyl. Evan, 5

Aronholt, Mrs. Goo., Marsh. 170.
Aronholt, Arthur. Wintield, 170.
Achoson, A. B., %

Aeheson, Mrs. A R.f 9%

Aeheson, Ivan. 4

Anwyl, 1). N., Cntwfordsville, 16.
Anwyl, Mrs. D. N., Crawfordsviile, 16
Anwyl, J J. Crawfordsvillo, 132
Anwyl Mrs. J. J. Crawfordsvillo. 132
Anwyl Roy, Crawfordsvillo. 132
Anwyl. Hazel, Crawfordsvillo, 132
Anwyl. W. E., Crawfordsviile, 132
Anwyl, Mrs AY. E., Crawfordsviile, 132
Akeson, Tillie, Lone 'Free, A-21.
Akeson. Anna, Lone Tree, A 2L
Allen. Mrs. E. B., Grandview, A-S.
Allen, Myrtle, Grandview, A-S.

Allen. Lynn. Grandview, A-S.

Allen, Mrs. C. B.. Morning Sun, 62
Allen, Harry. Morning Sun. 62
Allen. Will, Morning Sun. 62
Adams, Rev. F. W.. Morning Sun, 59
Adams, .Airs. F. AY.,, Morning Sun. 59.
Adams. Margaret, Morning Sun, 59.
Adams, Olive, Morning Sun. £9.
Adams. Harriet. Morning Sun, £9.
Arthand, A'Yn.,, Winfield, 5L

Residence Columbus Junction Unless Otherwise Given.

Arthand, Mrs. AATn. Winfield, 51.
Arthand, Glen, AA'infield, 51
Aeheson, R. A., Ames, 3L
Aeheson. Mrs. R. A., Ames, 3L
Aeheson. A. D., Ames’, 3L
Albright, E. H., Danville, 50.
Anwyl, E. G., 119

Anwyl, Mrs. E. G., 149

Anwyl, Neil. 149

Archibald, F. D., Wapello, 146.
Archibald, Paul, Wapello, 146.
Archibald, Leland, AA'aptllo, 146.
Anwyl, Thomas. Ainsworth, 131
Anwyl, Mrs. Thos., Ainsworth, 131
Anwyl, Fred., Ainsworth. 13L
Allen, Sam. day police.
Armbright, Henry, helper-
Atkins, .Fred, Lone Tree, B-I.

B

Burroughs, Edith, AA'ilton. B-13.
Babbitt, Madge, Conesville, 127.
Babbitt, Glenn, Lone Tree. 127
Baker. Mrs. Fl. AY.. Wapello, 113
Berkshire, May. Wapello. 119
Berkshire, Zolla, Conesville, 119
Bowie, Mrs. 16. \\\. Atalissa, D-3.
Bowie, Inez, Atalissa. D-3.
Bowie, Edna, Atalissa, D-3.
Brown, Martha. Morning Sun. 60.
Brown, Mrs. J. W., Lone Tree, 54
Bridges, Mrs.
Bridges, Ruth. Grandview, 86.

Bell. Nettie. Marsh, 170.
Butler. C. F.. 1IS
Butler, Martha, 148.

From Official Souvenir of Columbus Chautauqua

D. M.. Grandview, 86.



Afternoon
Program
gms at 2:30

Children s Chautauqua at 9:30 a.m.. and 4:30 p.m. each day except Sunday
Story Hour for the “Wee Tots’ at 3:00 p.m.

AFTERNOON EVENING
KEALAKAPS HAWAIIAN SINGERS KEALAKAPS HAWAIIAN SINGERS
AND PLAYERS. Delightful Program AND PLAYERS. Half Hour of Ha-
of Native Music Weird. Enchanting. waiian Music.

Melodious. ATTORNEY GENERAL H. M.
Admission 15c and 35c. HAVNER; “Citizenship. Its Duties and
Responsibilities.’
Admission 15c and 35c.
SECOND DAY
MISS EDNA THOMAS. POLUHNI POLUHNI AND COMPANY. MISS
AND COMPANY. Readings, and Music. EDNA THOMAS. Concert: Vocal and

ALFRED H. O'CONNOR.
Months in the Trenches.

"Twenty

THE CROATIAN TAMBURICA OR-
CHESTRA. Half Hour of Splendid Music.

STRICKLAN GILLILAN, Foremost
Humorist. “Sunshine and Awkwardness.'
Admission 15c and 50c.

Instrumental Music. Bells. Organ Chimes
etc.. Readings from "Barbara Fritchie.
Admission 15c and 35c.

HIRD DAY

CROATIAN TAMBURICA ORCHES
TRA. Superb and Novel Concert, fea
turing the Native Croatian Tamburica
Male Quartet, etc.

Admission 15c¢c and 35c.

FOURTH DAY

BLACKMAN’S VILLAGE SINGERS.
Program: Instrumental Music, and Songs
and Stories of Three Generations by the
Splendid Mixed Quartet.

COL. GEO. W. BAIN, Dean of the
American Platform. Lecture: “If | Had
Life to Live Over.”

Admission 15c and 35c.

BLACKMAN’S VILLAGE SINGERS.
Half Hour of favorite Songs.

NED WOODMAN. Cartoons and Home-

FIFTH DAY

TEXAS GLEES. Magnificent Concert.
Featuring Double Quartet—Piano. Brass
Sextette. Male Quartet, accompanied by
Orchestra.

Admission 15c and 50c.

made poetry by the unique cartoonist
and entertainer.

Admission 15c and 35c.
THE TEXAS GLEES, Delightful Half

Hour.
JOHN C. WELSH, "U. S. Army and
Navy.” Marvelously Interesting and In-
structive Travelogue, illustrated by mov-
ing and still pictures.

Admission 15c and 50c.

Programs will be changed on Sunday where necessary, so as to be in
keeping with the spirit of the day.

Pageant ‘“Good Fairy Thrift” will be given by the "Juniors” on ilosingday at 4:30 p.m
except when program ends on Sunday, when it will be given on Saturday.

W est Branch Chautauqua Program — June 30 to July 4, 1917



DAILY PROGRAM

TUESDAY, JULY 29

2:30 P.M. Prelude ., The Chamberlin Duo
3:30 P.M. Lecture....... "Who's the Biggest Man in Town?*

......................................................... William Rainey Bennett
7:30 P.M . CONCEeIt e The Chamberlin Duo
8:30 P.M. Lecture. .. "The Psychology of Power”

.............................................................. Wm. Ramey Bennett

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30

2:30 P. M. Mrs. Plimpton's Husband”... .A Clever Comedy
................................................... The Randall Entertainers

7:30 P. M. Mother's Millions” ... Drama of Big Business
.................................................... The Randall Entertainers

THURSDAY. JULY 31

2:30P.M. Concert
7:30 P.M . Prelude

8:30 P.M. Lecture.......c........ "The Old Town in a New World”
........................................................... Charles H. Plattenburg

................. The Elias Tamburitza Serenaders

................. The Elias Tamburitza Serenaders

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

2:30 P.M. Magic Land...... .. Children’s Program
................................................................ Laurant & Company

730 P.M. Magic and Mystery. .Laurant & Company

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2

2:30 P.M. Concert:... .The Metropolitan Concert Company
7:30 P.M. LeCture . "Revolt in the Desert”

................................................................ Charles Abdule Elias
8:30 P.M. Concert...... The Metropolitan Concert Company

TICKET INFORMATION

Adult’s Season Ticket $2.00
Child’s Season Ticket 1.00
Adult’s Single Admission .50
Child's Single Admission afternoon Aug. 1 10
Child’s Single Admission all other programs 25
NOTE:

Adults-----------=mmmmmm e Persons over 14 years of age
Children-----------------mmnm- Persons 6 to 14 years of age
Children under 6 years with parents, admitted free
Season Tickets-------- Transferable in immediate family

AT THE TENT

KNOXVILLE

INDEPENDENT
CHAUTAUQUA

FOURTEEN OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS

JULY 29,-AUGUST 2

Chautauqua Organization

OFFICERS
P oIS Nt e S. L. Walker
Vice-President. i, A. F. Keeton
S ECTIELATY i e W. J. Casey
T A S U T BT ettt e e e e e e e e e e eeeneene E. L. Job
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which further selection might be made by the local parties
wherever it was deemed advisable.

For this basic program he quoted a definite contract
price. This price was far below that at which the same
attractions could have been secured by independent local
managements. The low price quoted was made possible
by the savings in railroad transportation and the unbroken
employment of talent without costly open time interfering.
In towns where additional attractions were desired such
attractions were added to the basic program at an agreed
added cost.

It so befell, however, that many adjustments had to be
made this first year to humor prejudices and to satisfy
certain whims that inevitably make their appearance, as re-
sistent [sic] forces, wherever important experiments are
being tried out. Thus at some of his first year towns, Mr.
Vawter contracted to deliver his entire program at a given
price. At others he contracted for cooperation by local citi-
zens with a provision for receiving first money up to an
agreed amount. At others he laid the foundation of the
guarantee that remained for many years a feature of chau-
taugua contracts, by securing block subscriptions for sea-
son tickets, or straight guarantees for the sale of a specified
number of such tickets in advance.

Under the above arrangement Vawter assem-
bled a nine-day program which featured the
Chicago Lady Entertainers, the Giant Colored
Quartette, and the Temple Male Quartette, each
group presenting the musical entertainment In suc-
cessive three-day sessions. In addition to these,
Vawter featured eminent lecturers, moving pic-
tures, and entertainment by Edwin M. Brush,
Magician. A joint debate on the fourth day pitted
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Judge Martin J. Wade against Congressman J.
Adam Bede on the subject: “The Political Issues
of the Day.”

The year 1904 might therefore be said to usher
In the golden era of Circuit Chautauqua In lowa.
The Midland Circuit of Des Moines opened In
1905 and the Western Redpath Chautaugua was
organized In 1908. By 1916 a score of Circuits
had been established In the Middle West to com-
pete for community favor.

Chautaugua Talent

An almost Incredible amount of “Talent” was
made available to lowa communities by the Chau-
tauqua Circuit. The quality of the program varied,
of course, depending on the size of the budget
availlable. The stream of notable Chautauqua per-
sonalities — lecturers, musicians, actors, jugglers,
and magicians —would read like a veritable
“Who's Who In America.” Popular lowa states-
men such as Albert Baird Cummins, Jonathan
Dolliver, William S. Kenyon, George G. Wright,
and Lafayette Young vied with such political
luminaries as Uncle Joe Cannon, Champ Clark,
Ignatius Donnelley, Irvin I. Lenroot and Robert
M. LaFollette. Outstanding clergymen appeared
upon the Chautauqua platform — S. Parks Cad-
man, Newell Dwight Hillis, Rabbi Emil Hirsh,
Bishop Edwin Hughes, Reverend Sam Jones, and
the incomparable Billy Sunday —to mention a
few. Of bands, orchestras, quartettes, glee clubs,
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and solo artists, there seemed to be no limit. One
of the most famous Chautaugua male quartets was
the Weatherwax brothers of Charles City, lowa.

At Cherokee between 1907 and 1931 there were
no less than 101 different musical groups. Among
those appearing the most popular was Bohumir
Kryl’s Band, which appeared five times in Chero-
kee. Jackson’s Original Virginia Jubilee Singers,
Dunbar’s Quartette and Bell Ringers, the Music
Makers Quartette, the Thavius International
Band, and Vierra’s Royal Hawailans each de-
lighted Cherokeans twice. During this same period
Captain Richard P. Hobson lectured on three oc-
casions while encores at Cherokee were made by
Dr. F. G. Smith, Dr. William Edgar Geil, W. 1.
Nolan, William Jennings Bryan, Governor J.
Frank Hanly of Indiana, Dr. Frank W. Gun-
saulus, Ople Read, John A. Gray, Paul S. Die-
trick, Dr. James L. Gordon, and Julian B. Arnold.
A total of 131 different lecturers faced Cherokee
audiences. Between 1907 and 1931 fully fifty-
three different entertainers appeared on the Chero-
kee Chautaugua, the most popular of whom seem
to have been Alton Packard, cartoonist; Joseph
Rosanl, juggler; the Ojibway Indians and John B.
Ratio, impersonator. It should be pointed out that
the failure of some celebrities to return might be
attributed to a conflict in schedule or nability of
Cherokee to afford the same expensive “Talent”
twice.




240 THE PALIMPSEST

Although there were many brilliant stars among
the Chautauqua speakers of yesteryears, a few
stand out, not only for drawing the biggest
crowds, but also, and no doubt as a result, for
receiving the highest pay. Heading this list were
such men as William Jennings Bryan, Booker T.
Washington, and William A. (Billy) Sunday —
himself a native lowan. About 4,500 heard Bryan
speak at Fairfield in 1906. Booker T. Washing-
ton was believed to have drawn 1,000 more than
Bryan that year. This was said to be the highest
paid admission for a public speech ever paid In
Fairfield.

Crusading Women

Although Woman Suffrage was still in the
offing, there was no dearth of lady orators and
speakers among the “Talent.”* Mrs. Maude Bal-
lington Booth, of the VVolunteers of America, drew
a crowd of approximately 5,000 in 1906 — the
same number as Billy Sunday. “When Mrs. Booth
was introduced,” the Fairfield journal of August
22 records, “the entire audience united In giving
her a Chautauqua salute (waving of handker-
chiefs). She acknowledged this gracefully with
a tribute to the Chautauquas of lowa, saying that
fin no other place were there more or better Chau-
tauquas or more appreciative audiences/ “ Mrs.
Booth, who was widely known as 'The Little
Mother of the Prisons’ throughout the Nation,
was said by the lowa City Republican to be 'the
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highest priced woman speaker on the Chautauqua
platform/ At lowa City she brought a large and
enthusiastic audience to tears on several occasions
by her dramatic powers of description.

Most of the female Chautauqua lecturers had
achieved their fame as Suffragettes, Temperance
Crusaders, or Anti-Saloon League Advocates.
When Carry Nation (whose presence would have
made any saloon keeper quake) arrived In lowa
City In 1910, she found it contained, In addition
to the State University of lowa, — twenty saloons.
For days the citizens of Johnson County had
looked forward to her appearance Iin eager antici-
pation. “To many people,” the lowa City Daily
Press of August 16 declared, “tomorrow will be
the greatest day In the history of Chautauqua —
for Carry Nation comes." The following day the
Press noted :

This 1s Carry Nation day, and several hundred people
are assembling from city and county to listen to the words
of this remarkable woman, whose public speeches are In-
teresting to many who are opposed to her views or meth-
ods, personally.

lowa Citians were prepared for Carry Nation’s
visit by a dispatch from Cedar Rapids carried In
the lowa City Republican of August 16, 1910.

Carry Nation raised particular Cain at the Montrose
Hotel in Cedar Rapids Sunday, and gained much publicity
thereby among the peaceful and bibulous Parlor Cityites.

First shot out of the box, Carry asked if there was a bar
In connection with the hotel.
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“First door to your right, down the corridor,” said the
clerk.

Carry didn’t faint, not she. She felled the clerk with
an Imaginary swing of her hatchet, ordered her baggage
taken out of the hotel, told the cigar girl that she might as
well serve booze as sell tobacco, and informed a young
man in the lobby that he was going to hell.

Then she decamped.

When she spoke in lowa City, the following
day Carry Nation declared that hell would be
populated by the following classes: Republicans,
Democrats, Masons, Smokers, Drinkers.

Her remarks about the Masons went straight from the
shoulder and drew forth thunderous applause from the
masculine portion of the audience, which was at least 65
per cent Masonic.

“The Masons swear to pull out their tongues and cut out
their bowels,” said Mrs. Nation. “They go off to their
lodge at night, and the Lord only knows where they are
lodging.”

During the course of an interview with a re-
porter from the lowa City Daily Press in her room
at the Burkley Imperial, Carry Nation befriended
a gigantic dog which had followed the reporter
Into her room.

Really, you know, the more | see of men, the more |
think of dogs — If the men are smoking cigarettes or drink-
Ing whiskey.

| like dogs because they don’t use tobacco or strong
drink.

This i1s a splendid dog. | know he don’t drink or smoke.
| wish | had him at my home in Arkansas. 1°d keep him
all the time....
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It isn’t for me to say what I’'m accomplishing. Anybody
that sees the world knows. You can tell. People always
ask me what | think. W hat’s the use? They can see for
themselves.

| went into the work, because God told me to go.

| have smashed hundreds of saloons, and have been in
jail 34 times, for the smashing and one thing and another
besides.

|’'ve spent 11 years in this crusading, and there are mil-
lions of good people with me sympathetically and other-
wise. | know the cause of temperance and prohibition is
spreading and that the world is getting better along that
line — but there’s a lot left to be done yet.

Chautaugua folks could weather the cyclonic
attacks of Carry Nation — but there were other
storms that were not so easy to weather. One
of the most dreaded scourges of any Chautau-
qua season was the big rain and windstorms
that frequently tore the BIg Tents to shreds, en-
dangering lives as poles came toppling down. At
one such storm In lowa City the Big Tent man-
aged to stay up because the “side poles had been
let down In order that the wind might not belly
the canvas out from underneath/’ According to
the lowa City Republican of August 17, 1908,
the “Tenters” did not fare so well:

LINEN PARADE AT CHAUTAUQUA

Fantastic Sight Seen Last Night During
the Storm W hich Blew Down Many Tents.

An extensive linen parade was In evidence during the
storm early this morning at the Chautauqua grounds, for
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many tents were blown down and campers were forced to
seek shelter from more fortunate neighbors. In the light-
ning flashes night-robed figures could be seen hurrying
around or standing confused by the elemental fury.

The tent of Andrew Howell and wife was blown from
over their heads while they were asleep, and Mr. Howell
used his clothing and called for numerous hats to protect
himself and wife from the drenching storm.

The D. C. Abrams tent was blown down in the blast
and the occupants treated to an unceremonious shower
bath.

George Reddick’s tent suffered, the big iron stakes being
pulled up from the ground, and the canvas settling down
In a nice, damp, clammy mass.

Such experiences, as well as descriptions, have
left Indelible memories on many veteran Chau-
tauqua workers and fans.

College Students and Chautaugua

Thousands of college students, both men and
women, earned their way through school working
on the Chautauqua circuit.

Howard H. Preston recalls four summers spent
with the Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua System be-
tween 1913 and 1916. Bom at Battle Creek, lowa,
In 1885, Preston spent the first two summers as
a Property Man followed by two summers as a
local Manager or Superintendent. Preston was a
graduate student at the State University of lowa
during this period, and was hard at work on a
book published by the State Historical Society of
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lowa In 1922 entitled the History of Banking in
lowa.

On June 12, 1916, at the beginning of his fourth
summer In Chautauqua, Preston married Lucy
Helen Steele In a ceremony performed In Cedar
Rapids. He was proud of his association with
Redpath-Vawter—"an lowa organization—Dbig-
gest and best In the field.” The circuit he followed
covered four states — South Dakota, North Da-
kota, Minnesota and lowa — closing at Griswold,
lowa. He gained many impressions and some In-
side glimpses of the administrative aspects of
Chautauqua but remembered more vividly the hu-
man Interest incidents — the “crew,” the “talent,"
a tent blown down and tom In a storm, getting
essential baggage aboard the Great Northern's
crack “Oriental Limited,” the spirit of the organ-
Ization, “the program must go on," and the ca-
maraderie of the Chautauqua folk.

Senator D. C. Nolan’s days as a college student
on Chautauqua left equally vivid memories.

In the spring of 1924 after a summer selling W earever
aluminum and correspondence courses for the American
Institute of Business, Ray Newton, owner of the United
Chautauqua Company of Des Moines, gave me a job as
one of his superintendents for the 1924 Chautauqua sea-
son at the very attractive salary of $25.00 a week and
travel expenses, plus a bonus of $15.00 for every contract
renewed for the coming year. lronically, in order to en-
courage greater effort to secure renewal of the contracts,
the Chautaugua management had an extra superintendent
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available to take the place of the first superintendent who
failed to renew a contract for the following year.

Leaving Creighton University a few days before the
end of the school year, | went to Devils Lake, North
Dakota, where the United Chautaugua Company was or-
ganized and given its final rehearsal before the opening
of the season. The Chautauqua was a “four-day” pro-
gram for the season which required seven superintendents
and crewmen together with tents and other equipment so
that throughout the season while four towns were being
played (to enable the “talent” to work every day) the
other three superintendents and crews would be tearing
down, moving on, and setting up in the towns ahead on
the circuit. AIll of the other superintendents were school
superintendents or professional Chautauqua people. For
some unknown reason | drew the first town on the circuit
which was Leeds, North Dakota. My assistant was
“Scripts” Beebe of Logan, lowa, who was attending
Simpson College at the time.

Our program on United Chautauqua in 1924 was a
routine. The “first day program” consisted of music, hu-
morous lecturer, and cartoonist; the “second day program?”
consisted of an afternoon of music and a lecture, and the
evening program was the presentation of the play “Peg-
O-My-Heart”; the “third day program” consisted of an
afternoon lecture, instrumental music, and vocalist, and
the evening program was made up of a full musical pro-
gram; the “fourth day program” consisted of acts of ma-
gicians for entertainment of the children and also an iIn-
spirational and educational lecture in the afternoon, and
the evening program, which closed the Chautauqua for
the town that year, was the presentation of the play—
“The Bubble.”

Bank faillures had struck the Dakotas in the 1920’s and
as the Chautauqua was mainly for small towns, most of
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the people in the Dakotas were living off of their “pro-
duce’ checks. | was sure that my association with the
Chautauqua would terminate at Leeds, but after much
effort | got the contract renewed with barely enough time
left to get to my next town of Hunter, North Dakota, for
my opening night.

The circuit covered by the United Chautauqua in the
summer of 1924 commenced at Leeds, North Dakota, came
down across North and South Dakota, across southern
Minnesota, up through central Wisconsin, and into the
upper peninsula of Michigan, down the east shore of Lake
Michigan, and finished in northern Indiana. | had two
towns in North Dakota, three towns in South Dakota, two
In Minnesota, three in Wisconsin, one in the upper penin-
sula of Michigan, two on the east coast of Lake Michigan,
and one In northern Indiana. The superintendents and
their crews traveled by railroad because of the long jumps
between their respective towns, whereas the talent traveled
by automobile because of the relatively short distance to
the next town on the circuit.

Chautaugua In Western lowa

Chautaugua was as commonplace In western
lowa as It was In the eastern section of the Hawk-
eye State. Senator D. C. Nolan recalls his first
Chautaugua experiences In Panora and later at
Guthrie Center. Dean Bruce E. Mahan was In-
troduced to Chautauqua whnile a lad in Bedford.
As a youth he was deeply impressed with the
splendid setting and programs of the Clarinda
Chautaugua which he felt was outstanding In
southwestern lowa. Storm Lake tried without suc-
cess to establish its first Chautauqua at Elm Park
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prior to 1903. Success finally crowned their efforts
when the Reverend W. J. Carr of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, aided by three other enterpris-
Ing citizens, organized the Storm Lake Chautau-
qua and held the initial meeting at Shady Park In
1903. This was said to be the first Chautaugua
In Northwest lowa and proved a great success.
Among the many lecturers heard at the Storm
Lake Chautauqgua were William Jennings Bryan,
Robert LaFollette, Booker T. Washington, Billy
Sunday, and John VVance Cheney. So popular was
the Storm Lake Chautaugua during Its heyday
that the Assembly Grounds resembled an “army
camp“ with as many as two hundred families
tented down for the sessions. The auditorium It-
self was said to hold at least two thousand people.
Storm Lake's bustling neighbor — Cherokee —
refused to be eclipsed by her rival. Although
Cherokee did not have a lake, she did have “beau-
tiful Fountain House grounds and Riverside Park*
located at the edge of the city. The first Cherokee
Chautauqua was held in 1907 with gratifying suc-
cess. The following year, in 1908, Cherokee spent
“almost $3,000“ for “Talent* alone. “We heard
a great many complimentary things about last
year's program,” the officers declared, “but we
feel that the coming program is stronger." Among
the luminaries in 1908 Cherokeans heard:
Captain Richmond P. Hobson, “The American

Navy"
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Dr. S. Parks Cadman, "Lincoln”

Sylvester A. Long, "Lightning and Tooth-
Picks”

Governor Albert B. Cummins, "The Trusts and
Representative Government”

Dr. Nacy McGee Waters, "Daniel Webster”

and "Young Man’s Religion”

Congressman David A. DeArmond (Missourt),

"Through the Eyes of a Stranger”

In addition to outstanding speakers, the Chero-
kee program of 1908 featured Rosani—the Piince
of Jugglers; Alton Packard—cartoonist, humorist,
satirist; the Lyric Glee Club—nhailed as the "best
male quartette” on the Chautauqua platform; and
the Virginia Jubilee Singers—back for a return
engagement at Cherokee. Finally, the Royal
Hungarian Orchestra had been secured for the
entire ten days, an "expense rarely assumed” by
Chautauqua boards. According to the program,
the Royal Hungarians comprised "one of the fin-
est” orchestras In the country. "Several have been
connected with the greatest symphony orchestras
In the United States and Europe. This Is the or-
chestra that won the first prize medal at the
famous Columbian exposition.” The Cherokee
Chautaugua Board felt these performers alone
were worth the price of a season ticket.

Columbus Junction Chautauqua
In 1905 Columbus Junction was a flourishing
town of 1,200 located at the junction of the Chi-




250 THE PALIMPSEST

cago, Rock Island and Pacific, and the Burling-
ton, Cedar Rapids and Northern railroads. Co-
lumbus Junction thus had unsurpassed facilities
for shipping and travel, there being over twenty
passenger trains daily. Firmly entrenched In a
rich farming country below the junction of the
lowa and Cedar rivers, Columbus Junction was
truly an ideal place for a Chautauqua. Frequent
railroad service made It possible for Chautauqua
superintendents and 4talent™ to move easily from
one location to another.

Chautauqua that flourished in lowa prior to
1910 must be identified with the horse and buggy
days and the iron horse. Transportation was pri-
marily by train, both for the “talent” and the
heavier rolling stock—tents, chairs, stage scenery,
etc. That such transportation was adequate Is at-
tested by the handsome 32-page Official Souvenir
Issued by the Columbus Chautauqua in Columbus
Junction In 1905,

Looking backward to Its beginnings four years
previously, the Official Souvenir of 1905 declared:

During the four seasons of programs, there has never
been a time when the outlook was discouraging. ... The
community as a whole for miles about lends every assist-
ance to the management and the management works as a
unit. As the great Chautauqua in New York takes pride
In being the mother of so many successful Chautauquas,
so the Columbus Chautaugua takes pride In being con-
sidered the originator of the Chautaugqua idea iIn south-
eastern lowa and the direct cause for so many sister insti-
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tutions. The aim has always been to give the very best
In the world of thought that it was possible to secure, and
denominational lines and political distinction have been
disregarded entirely. The Chautauqua in time will try to
establish well-rounded courses of study so that teachers
and others may spend a vacation enjoyably and at the
same time get in return valuable aid in their work. Every
year sees the white tented city on the lowa bluffs growing

larger, and the 1905 assembly has surpassed all former
records.

Among the notable speakers at Columbus June-
tion In 1905 were Governor Robert LaFoliette,
William Jennings Bryan, Dr. George E. Vincent,
and Professor P. G. Holden. Lighter entertain-
ment was provided by Cartoonist Alton Packard
and A. W. “Sunshine” Hawks. Music was pro-
vided by the Dunbar Quartet and Bellringers and
the Williams Jubilee Singers. The American
Vitagraph, by Frederick Held of Brooklyn, was
featured the first two days but probably no one
dreamed In 1904 that this would one day be a po-
tent factor Iin causing the decline of Chautaugua.

The Albia Chautaugua

The Albia Chautauqua Association published
an 1mpressive 36-page “Home-Coming Booklet*
for 1its Seventh Annual Assembly held August 9-
16, 1911. In his Foreword the secretary of the
Assoclation, Fred Townsend, declared the book-
let was “solely of a public nature, keeping out all
private advertisements. He urged readers to par-
ticularly write friends and “old timers™ to attend
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Home Coming Day on August 10 when the Hon-
orable Lafayette Young would be the principal
speaker. There followed a brief history of lowa,
the story of Kishkeekosh County, a short history
of Albia, and a kaleidoscopic summary of churches,
schools, the public library, and business, profes-
sional, and political men associated with the city,
county, and state government. Over sixty pictures
made the booklet an attractive keepsake.

Ambitious Albia did not limit itself to the usual
chautauqua tent, but had constructed an “Audi-
torium® with a seating capacity of 2,000 at the
City Park. “Chautaugua patrons and visitors,
It was pointed out, “need not fear rains and
storms, for they will be protected by a commodi-
ous and substantial building and be safe and se-
cure from inclement weather.*

The Albia Chautaugua Association was organ-
1zed In the winter of 1904-1905 for the purpose
of giving the people of Monroe County an “an-
nual opportunity of seeing and hearing the best
lecturers, musicians, and entertainers in the coun-
try. In spite of three “hard luck" years (induced
perhaps by the panic of 1907) the Association
had “kept moving ahead and in 1911 was out of
debt and In excellent working condition. It was
believed that the Albia Chautauqua could be
“maintained for many years and be a permanent

source of profit and pleasure to cur people.”
The program in 1911 was an unusually good
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one, featuring Champ Clark and Billy Sunday
together with a half dozen recognized speakers.
In the amusement line, the program listed Rosani,
the “celebrated” juggler, Norton’s Band, the
Mile. Cage Concert Company, and the Eureka
Glee Club. Arrangements had also been made
with J. E. Benton, owner of the Scenic Theater
In Albia, to show movies on every night except
Sunday. The Scenic itself would be closed during
Chautaugua week.

Most of the citizens of Albia know the quality of the pic-
tures shown at the Scenic, that they are always of the

highest class, and will appreciate the public spirit shown
by Mr. Benton.

Vawter Salesmanship at North English

The magical growth of the Vawter Chautauqua
IS revealed In a letter by Keith Vawter to the peo-
ple of North English in 1913:

Dear Folks:

This Is our first year In your community. You may not
know very much about our kind of Chautauquas. You
may not realize how much time, labor and money we are
spending to make your Chautaugqua a big success. Time
and a trial will prove our statements.

Operating Chautauquas iIs our specialty. W e made our
first experiments (costly ones, too) In circuit Chautaugqua
ten years ago. We are veterans now. EXxperience has
taught us just what are the correct things to do. W e have
made possible a really good Chautauqua in a small town.
This Is our seventh consecutive season in a large number
of the best towns in Minnesota, lowa and Missourl.
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Your Chautauqua will be a great success if a good pro-
gram and proper advertising will make it so; but program
and advertising are only the beginnings of a successful
Chautauqua. It takes local boosting, and you, dear folks,
must do the local boosting. By boosting | mean that you
begin right now to talk the thing to your neighbors; tell
them you are going to attend on a season ticket and that
you want them to enjoy the whole thing with you. Tell
everybody that the program 1is superb clear through and
that they can’t afford to miss a single number. Take my
word for the program now. It will take care of itself later.

W e want your Chautauqua to be one of the very best
of the summer. You help us get out the folks and we will
do the rest. Wdl you do it? | hope to meet you face to
face at Chautauqua and we will then know that we are
both good fellows.

Cordially yours,
Keith V awter

The enthusiastic Vawter was as good as his
word as the attractive five-day program of 1913
attests. Four dynamic speakers — Governor Rob-
ert S. Vessey, Albert L Blair, journalist, Chap-
lain W. H. Lougher, and George R. Laid, an
authority on George Washington, lent variety and
Inspiration to the audience. On the musical side,
Vawter presented the Mendelssohns—a versatile
male quartet, and Ruthven MacDonald— “by
common consent Canada's greatest baritone.” In
addition, the 1913 program presented the Dunbar
Singing Orchestra and Victor’s Italian Band —
composed of “twenty-two finished artists.”

In his 1913 Chautauqua program Vawter em-
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phasized that he was presenting “everybody's
Chautauqua"” for North English, and not con-
ducted In the “exclusive interests of any society,
faction or class."

THIS IS A CHAUTAUQUA. Itis not a camp-meet-
Ing, a teacher’s institute nor a vaudeville show. But it
combines the best elements of modern thought and up to
the minute entertainment, both musical and literary. Every
person in the community, whether he likes deep thought
or simply entertainment for the moment, will find It here.
W hether he enjoys classical or popular music, he will get
much in every program that will make him glad he is alive

and able to be present.

As superintendent of the North English Chau-
tauqua In 1913 Keith Vawter had selected H. L
Jordan, a man with rich experience who knew
Chautauqua’s needs and would take pleasure In
arranging for them.

“Mr. Jordan is here for the good of the cause,"
Mr. Vawter assured his readers. “Call on him
freely for any assistance you may require that
will add to your pleasure and comfort. He will
be found always on the job, painstaking and cour-
teous. The business men will find him a keen
young man, full of honor and always on the
square.”

In his program Keith Vawter gave proper em:
phasis to the children’s program — always an at-
tractive feature of any Chautauqua. In 1913 the
children were to be organized according to the
“Seton Indian work™ Iinto two tribes.
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Indian names and dress will be adopted and the Indians
of J. Fenimore Cooper of Leather-stocking fame will be
taken as the type. Honor, fairness, courage, clean living
will be emphasized. Interesting legends of the Hiawatha
character will be told.

Then there will be the Indian songs and games, bow
and arrow practice, out of door jaunts, natural history ob-
servations, health talks, war whoops and a merry lot more
to fill the young hearts to the brim and put the rosy blush
of health in the cheeks.

Every child between the ages of 6 to 14 is eligible. The
only requirement is the ownership of a regular child’s sea-
son ticket which will also be good at all sessions.

Two years later, in 1915, the North English
Chautauqua featured “Playground Ball* for boys
and girls with special honors being awarded to
those who excelled in the following “stunts®:

Bouncing a Rubber Ball 100 Times W ithout a Miss.
Basket Ball Throwing (two out of six trials).
An All Up Indian Club Race.

Hand Stand.

The Mastery of Playing Twenty Games.

60 Yard Dash in Nine Seconds.

Running High Jump.

Rolling a Hoop a Full Block.

Ability to Tie Four Kinds of Knots.

Cleaning the Teeth Every Day.

Swatting 25 Flies Each Day of Chautauqua.
Making a Paper Drinking Cup.

Naming five Birds, five Trees, five Flowers, etc.
Playing a composition on the piano.

Lest the children at North English should think
the program would end with the above Mr. Vaw-
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ter assured them there would be many more events
—and that all should be ready for the “grandest
time yet.”

One can gain some Idea of the salesmanship In-
volved In selling chautaugua from the brochures,
or official programs, which were issued by com-
peting circuits each year. These programs varied
In number of days and the “talent,” depending
upon the size of the community and the amount
of money Invested In chautauqua, and the period
when they were Issued. Thus, the official Chau-
tauqua programs were far more impressive during
the heyday of chautauqua than those Issued dur-
Ing the declining years. The program issued by
the Midland Chautaugua Circuit of Des Moines
for the Knoxville Chautaugua of 1920 was a large
twenty-page brochure containing over thirty
pictures of the “talent” engaged. This program
stands In sharp contrast with the more modest
White & Brown Chautaugua program issued for
Knoxville In 1925, and the still more modest leaf-
let issued when Knoxville shifted to Loar's Inde-
pendent Chautauqua Company between 1926 and
1930. The latter dates represent the period when
Chautaugua was virtually dead, relatively few
lowa communities boasting Chautauqua after
1930.

C. W. Wassam —the Oral Cyclone

One of the most popular and busiest lecturers
In lowa was Professor C. W. Wassam at the
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State University of lowa. Dr. Wassam appeared
on the chautauqua platform for fourteen years be-
tween 1914 and 1928, during which time he made
1,100 addresses iIn twenty-five different states
ranging from Michigan, Ohio, and Tennessee In
the east to Washington, Oregon, and California
In the west. Fully 219 of these 1,100 talks were
delivered in lowa, 143 of them In the four years
— 1914-1917. Although he lectured In lowa In
seven other years, the tremendous popularity of
this “oral cyclone™ who spoke with the rapid-fire
of a gatling gun, forced him to accept engage-
ments In many other states. He concentrated,
however, on the Midwestern states — Missourl,
Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, Minnesota and
lllinois — perhaps to remain close to his family.

Professor Wassam’s most popular lectures
were “The Secret of Power” and “The Stuff that
Wins.” In the former he emphasized that strength
was always greatest where the strain was greatest
and the greatest weakness was at that point where
there has been the least strain. He elaborated and
Illustrated these points In his lecture for more than

an hour.

Every man has some weak spot in his makeup. Some
have more than others. In order to be fit for a command
of great power, which is the heritage of man, those weak
places must be discovered and made strong. In the battle
of life the other fellow Is searching for your weaknesses.
Remedy them in order that they do not crack under the

strain.
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One great trouble with us today iIs the fact that we are
trying to live too many days in one. Have faith in your-
self. Live one day at a time. You couldn't do any more

no matter how hard you tried. Take one problem in hand
at a time.

Don’t shirk the hard things in life. You will have to
face that problem you have been putting behind you sooner

or later. It i1s Inevitable. Bolster up your weak spot and
go to It.

In seeking that control of power, above all you must
have optimism. Forget henceforth to repeat In your con-
versation that times are bad or that business iIs rotten. You
can’t make it any better by wearing a long face and |

know you can get better results than by looking rotten
yourself.

The popularity of this human dynamo Is at-
tested by the fact that he was called upon for
return engagements Iin seventy-five different com-
munities In seven states.

Peter Janss and University ““Talent”

In 1962 Peter W. Janss, well-known Des
Moines attorney, recalled with enthusiasm his ex-
perience In 1925 with White & Brown Chautau-
qua of Des Moines while a student at the Uni-
versity of lowa. The White & Brown circuit was
made up of two or more groups following separate
schedules of locations. The territory embraced a
far-flung area covering Missouri, Kansas, Okla-
homa, Texas, and North Dakota and South Da-
kota. Harvey Carter, now an attorney in Allison,
played with Peter Janss in "Friendly Enemies.”
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The plays given by another White & Brown Cir-
cuit during the six-day session Iin Knoxville In
1925 were “The Nervous Wreck"” and “The
Fool." Although the expense of presenting Chau-
tauqua programs In such a vast empire was Inm
mense, It should be pointed out that there was no
dearth of college and university faculty, as well
as the more gifted college students — singers,
players, musicians —who were eager to partici-
pate In what was to them a thrilling lark that car-
ried them from one new community Into another.

This was a period when a five-day, forty-hour
week was unheard of, and transportation cost was
at a minimum. As Peter Janss relates:

The next year Harvey Carter, Margaret Blackburn and
|, along with other people from Albert Lea, Minnesota,
formed a company which played a show entitled “The
Bubble” on Swarthmore Chautauqua out of Swarthmore,
Pennsylvania. The play was written by the Chautauqua
owner’s son and you can guess its quality . . . but we
rewrote it as we went and had a lot of fun. | don’t know
whether our audience enjoyed it or not. That year we
traveled all the way from New York to Pennsylvania,
Vermont, North and South Carolina, and parts of W est
Virginia and Kentucky, if | remember correctly. Seven of
us altogether traveled In an old high-wheeled Cadillac
touring car and a top-heavy Ford pickup and carried with
us all of our scenery and clothes to move from one stop to
another either after the night show or early the following
morning to be ready for an afternoon program the follow-
Ing day. Our harrowing experiences on mountain roads,
leaky tents, six rows of wild-eyed children In front and
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wind storms kept us fully occupied at all times. But we
were young and we had a lot of fun.

The Chautauqua In Retrospect
The impact of the “Talent” on the “tenters” or
“campers” Is attested by more than one partici-
pant In those exciting, happy Chautaugqua days.
This was especially true In the smaller communi-
ties. As one enthusiast recalls:

In 1905 the first Chautauqua held in Van Buren County
was opened in Anderson Park at Farmington. Among the
headliners were William Jennings Bryan and Speaker of
the House [United States] Champ Clark. From this time
until 1923 Chautauqua was important in the town’s calen-
dar of yearly events, drawing campers from all parts of
the county who attended every session from the time the
morning program opened until the last word of the evening
session had been uttered. During the pre-after-program
hours, the campers listened to the practicing jubilee sing-
ers, the Swiss Bell Ringers, trios, quartettes, a part of
Chautaugua enjoyed as much as the formal programs.
Each year the Farmington sponsors journeyed to Des
Moines to the Redpath Bureau to select talent. The
twenty-first annual session, the last, was held in 1925.

The first twenty-five years of the Twentieth
Century was marked by a migration of the best
of music, drama and thought from the larger cen-
ters of population in the United States to the small
towns and villages of rural America. Chautaugua
was a main-spring in causing this exodus. Indeed,
the rich cultural programs of Circuit Chautaugua
are said to have virtually substituted the electric
light for the kerosene lamp.
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The bringing of the best of music to smaller
lowa communities did much to democratize music,
resulting in a complete revolution In musical taste
and appreciation. Is It any wonder that the re-
nowned Walter Damrosch should have declared
In 1928, after a careful analysis of the request for
music that had come to him over the years from
all sections of the country that “lowa Is the most
musical state in the Union/’ No greater tribute
could be paid to the Hawkeye State.

The Circuit Chautaugua has also been styled
as a virtual “Little Theater Movement.” The
church, the temperance movement and other social
reforms, all were Iinfluenced by Chautauqua. On
one occasion William Allen White is said to have
remarked: “The Progressive Party was formed
from a dozen chautauqua speeches In lowa and
Kansas.” Although this was doubtless somewhat
of an exaggeration, the Chautauqua influence can
not be ignored. This Is especially true when we
consider the acceleration Iin the number of com-
munities adopting Circuit Chautauqua after 1904.
In contrast with the scores of thriving Chautau-
quas In 1916 are the twenty Independent Chau-
tauquas comprising historic “firsts” established In
lowa prior to 1904. This list was compiled by
Hugh A. Orchard In his admirable volume — Fifty
Years of Chautaugua — Its Beginnings Its DeveP
opments Its Message and Its Life. Thirty-one

states are Included In his list and lowa stands
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second only to lllinois. The town and the known
date of establishment follows:

Albra...onenn, Fairfield . . .

Allerton . . . . 1899 Fort Dodge . . . 1903
AMES . i, 1904 Malvern . . . . 1904
Atlantic . . . . Mediapolis . . . 1904
Centerville . . . 1904 Peterson . . . . 1897
Clarinda . . . . 1896 Sidney Lo

Clear Lake . . . 1876 Storm Lake . . . 1904
Colfax Lo 1895 Tama-Toledo . . 1903
Columbus Junction Washington . . . 1903
Creston . . . . 1904 W aterloo. . . .

The well-known American humorist —Opie
Read — had a high regard for the Institution In
which he too won fame. According to Read:

To the ruralite it introduced the statesman and the magi-
cian, the nightingale of song and the woodpecker of
syncopation. He that induces his brother to think has
given him more than bread; and he who brings the quiet
laughter of true humor, lifts a mortgage from the heart. |
have seen all that; | have heard great orators, real philoso-
phers in places where the swamp frog hushed his croak to
listen. Ah, and pre-eminent is the fact that the chautauqua
IS purely American.

One might continue at length to sing the glories
of Chautauqua. To many In rural America, and
lowa was distinctly rural In its atmosphere, Chau-
taugua served as a veritable elixir of life. It was,
Indeed, a tonic for the body, mind and spirit and a
well-spring of Inspiration for young people stand-
Ing on the threshold of life. Dr. Frank Gunsaulus
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once remarked that sixty-six per cent of all stu-
dents of the Armour Institute of Technology were
recruited from the ranks of Chautauqua patrons.
Truly, countless college presidents and captains
of Iindustry, professors, ministers, lawyers, doctors
and other professional men and women of this
generation, could be numbered among the legion
of Chautauqua enthusiasts of yesteryears.

W illiam J Petersen



SECOND ANNUAL SESSION

CHEROKEE

CHAUTAUQUA

ASSEMBLY

CHEROKEE. IOWA

JUNE 26 TO JULY 5 08

INCLUSIVE

Supplies for Camping

The following supplies can be secured at the
following prices providing they are ordered by June
20. These prices are for the entire ten days and
must be paid upon taking possession : _

The association will not guarantee to fill orders
received after June 20, but will do its best to ac-
commodate all. Orders received after June 20 will
cost the following prices plus the freight or ex-
press :

Wall tent, standard 10X12........ccccccovveiiinneennnnen. $2.75
Wall tent, standard 11x14 ......cooooveivevenieeeenee, 3.25
Wall tent, standard 14X16..........ccccviiiiniinnnnnnn. 4.50
Family compartment tent 10x14, 2-rooms...... 5.00
Family compartment tent ~0x18, 3-rooms...... 7.50
Famllkl compartmegt tent 12x19, 5-rooms........ 9.00
Floors at cost.
Cots, canvas, SINgle.....ccccccciiiiiiiiiiii e, 50cents
BlanKketS. ..o, 50cents
Pillows................ e 20cents
Wood folding chairs .......cccccccoiiiin 20 cents

A limited number of the following can be se-
cured If ordered by June 20th :

One burner gasoline StOVe.......ccccieeiiiieninnnee, $ .75
Two burner gasoline stove.......ccoovveeeeeeeinnnnne, 1.00
Table......ccoorenn, PP PR PRI 50
Bedstead and SPrings.....cccccccvviiiieeeeceiiciiiineeeennn, 1.25

All orders for supplies and tents should be ’ad-
dressed to L. H. Maus, Chautauqua manager. Pay-
ment should be made upon receiving the goods.

Straw will be furnished free.

Tickets

All persons rooming at the Fountain House or
camping on the grounds will be required to purchase
season tickets.

The morning exercises on Sundays are free to
all. Season tickets are transferable within “the
lamily only.

Adult season tiCKet.......cc.ccooveiiiieiviie e, $2.50
Children between 6 and 12...........cccccceviiieninnnn, 1.25
Children under 6, accompanied by parent, free.

Adult, single admission, afternoon or evening.. 35C

Adult day ticket, afternoon and evening.......... 50c
Child, single admisSION.........cccccevvvviniiiineniieennn, 15¢c
Child, day tiCKet.....coooeeeieiiieeeee e, 25¢C

This announcement will be mailed to anyone
making request.






