


The Meaning of Palimpsest
In early  times a palim psest w as a parchm ent or other 
m aterial from w hich one or more w ritings had been 
erased to give room for later records. But the era­
sures w ere not alw-ays com plete; and so it became the 
fascinating task of scholars not only to translate the 
later records but also to reconstruct the original w rit­
ings by deciphering the dim fragm ents of letters partly 
erased and p a rtly  covered by subsequent texts.

T he history  of Iow a m ay be likened to a palimpsest 
which holds the record of successive generations. 
T o  decipher these records of the past, reconstruct 
them, and tell the stories w hich they contain is the 
task of those w ho w rite history.
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My Chautauqua Memories
On the shore of charming Lake Chautauqua, in 

the southwestern comer of the state of New York, 
is a wooded area in which the Methodists held 
seasonal camp meetings during the years shortly 
after the Civil War. But by the mid-seventies, 
those old shouting and praying outdoor “revivals” 
under canvas were petering out; and the Lake 
Chautauqua grounds were taken over in 1874 for 
something new in the world — a Sunday School 
Assembly.

John H. Vincent, later a Methodist bishop, was 
at this time engaged in working out a system for 
the training of Sunday School teachers; and Lewis 
Miller, a wealthy and religious manufacturer, was 
his enthusiastic supporter. These two were the 
founders of what came to be known as “Chautau­
qua.” The first Assembly, designed to impart Bib­
lical lore and religious teaching to those who came 
to the lakeside to camp for two or three weeks, 
was a great success; and the number of those at­
tending grew year by year. Soon the Assembly
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210 THE PALIMPSEST

had outgrown the bounds of its original pattern — 
in scope of study, in entertainment features, in 
length of program, in equipment. An amphi­
theatre was erected; good dining rooms were pro­
vided; small frame hotels offered accommodations 
for those who did not wish to live in canvas dwell­
ings during the sessions.

But the great development was in the breadth 
of the program, which burst sectarian bounds from 
the start and became thoroughly interdenomina­
tional. Sunday School work, though not aban­
doned, was soon overshadowed by courses in 
secular history and literature. William Rainey 
Harper, later to become president of the Univer­
sity of Chicago, was brought in to direct the 
cultural courses. John Vincent, a promoter of 
genius, induced President U. S. Grant to visit the 
Assembly and address it in 1875. That gave the 
institution on the shore of Lake Chautauqua a 
national standing, and it also made it easier to get 
men like General James Garfield, Schuyler Colfax, 
and President Rutherford B. Hayes in later sea­
sons. And hundreds of famous preachers, authors, 
and educators were proud to be invited to speak 
at Chautauqua in the eighties and nineties.

The spectacular success of the Assembly on the 
lake with the romantic Indian name led to imita­
tion; and soon other institutes of the kind were 
being established all over the country, all calling 
themselves “Chautauquas.” Each of them had its
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barn-like “pavilion/’ or auditorium, its cottages, 
its tents, its rude classrooms, and its inn or dining 
room. And each, of course, had its own program 
of lectures by famous men and women, its con­
certs and entertainments, its courses of study, and 
so on.

But an even greater expansion of this adult 
education project in a different direction followed. 
It was in the fourth year of the Chautauqua As­
sembly that Vincent promulgated an idea de­
signed to spread the blessings of higher education 
far and wide. He himself had not been able to 
attend college as a young man, and he felt a keen 
sympathy for all who had been denied that oppor­
tunity. What he now proposed was a four-year 
home-reading course dealing with the chief civili­
zations of the world. His first list included seven 
very solid books, and the prescribed work ended 
with examinations and what was called “recogni­
tion” for those who passed. This new system was 
called the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle, and it soon became immensely successful. 
By the end of the century some fifty thousand men 
and women had been “recognized” for their com­
pletion of the four-year course, and a quarter of a 
million had been enrolled for some period, long or 
short. A new reading list, with books in special 
binding, was provided each year. History, litera­
ture, sociology, and science courses furnished the 
chief materials for the studies outlined during
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some fifty years; and the great civilizations of 
mankind were covered by those courses.

When I was a young boy at Tipton, Iowa, I 
was charmed and fascinated by that exciting thing 
which we knew as “Chautauqua.“ My parents 
were among the organizers of the Tipton Circle; 
and every Monday night they would depart for 
the meeting, each carrying a C. L. & S. C. book or 
two and a folding chair. Since the meetings were 
in private homes, members saved hosts the trouble 
of borrowing chairs from the neighbors by bring­
ing their own. To me there was something en­
chanting about those folding chairs, which were 
kept upstairs in the spare room except when 
Father and Mother carried them off on Monday 
nights. Once when our parents left us alone in the 
house to attend a funeral out in the country, we 
children fetched those folding chairs downstairs 
and set them up in the sitting room, intending to 
replace them long before Father and Mother got 
back. But their return was unexpectedly early, 
and I was sitting in one of the magical contrap­
tions when they walked into the house.

“Why, how did that chair ever get down here?“ 
asked Mother.

“I brought it down, Mamma,“ I confessed.
“But why did thee bring it down here?“
“I don't know, Mamma.“
“Well, thee can just take it right back upstairs, 

and the other one, too!“
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Mamma did not know the reason those chairs 
fascinated me, and Frankie did not know, and I 
am not sure that I can explain it satisfactorily at 
this late date; but I think that our parents’ en­
thusiasm for Chautauqua had been communicated 
to us children, and that we felt a kind of sorcery 
in everything connected with it. Thus the folding 
chair was a true fetish. But even if we were for­
bidden to handle the folding chairs, we were 
allowed to read the books and the Chautauquan, 
the Circle’s excellent monthly magazine. Some of 
the books were beyond our capacities; indeed, I 
suppose all of them were, but I remember with 
affection Henry A. Beers’ Initial Studies in Amer­
ican Letters, and I recall puzzling over W. C. 
Brownell’s French Traits. Also we children had a 
"Chautauqua Desk,” which was a combined 
blackboard and wall-desk with a revolving scroll 
at the top, and which afforded us endless delight 
and instruction.

Many years later, Chautauqua again affected 
my life significantly, through a new development 
of the old system that Vincent and his colleagues 
had originated in the seventies. I have pointed out 
how hundreds of Assemblies had sprung up 
throughout the land, each with its own plot of 
ground and rude buildings, and how each was 
offering a program for both visitors and campers. 
Toward the end of the Nineties, many Chautau- 
quas were depending more upon season-ticket
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holders from their own communities than upon 
campers. Though these Assemblies were all the 
progeny of the pioneer venture on Lake Chautau­
qua, the management there never made any at­
tempt to organize them into one interdependent 
system. The common need for inspirational and 
instructive speakers and good concert companies 
did, however, produce a certain amount of cooper­
ative effort in program building; and soon the 
lyceum agencies, which furnished talent to Lec­
ture Courses the country over in the Winters, 
began to serve these Summer programs also, thus 
giving their speakers and musicians work in both 
seasons.

Then, just after the turn of the century, it oc­
curred to several men in the lyceum business that 
many more towns could be served far more cheaply 
if the agency furnished not only the talent but also 
tent auditoriums, as the circus did; in such a sys­
tem they would ask local help only to sponsor the 
Chautauqua by guaranteeing the sale of a certain 
number of season tickets, as was done in connec­
tion with the Winter lecture courses. Such an 
arrangement could keep talent busy every day of 
the season, reduce "jumps” on the average from 
five hundred to fifty miles, and enable a town to 
have a full week's cultural debauch without any 
permanent investment or any exertion beyond that 
of ticket-selling campaigns. Leader in this mo­
mentous shift of emphasis in the Chautauqua sys-
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tem was Keith Vawter, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
a lyceum operator who founded the tent circuit 
named after him in 1904. Ten or fifteen years 
later, when the tent Chautauqua reached its 
height, over seven thousand towns were being 
served by circuits operated by a score or more of 
agencies.

Urban critics sometimes satirized the tent Chau­
tauqua. They made fun of William Jennings 
Bryan, Robert La Follette, and Champ Clark for 
“hitting the Chautauqua trail" every Summer; but 
the good old Baltimore Sun was right when, in dis­
cussing Secretary of State Bryan’s speaking tour 
of the Summer of 1914, it declared that no promi­
nent public official could afford to neglect the 
Chautauqua platform. Certainly many of them 
spent a few weeks in such work each season for a 
number of years. Senator Warren G. Harding, of 
Ohio, was a familiar figure at the Chautauquas, as 
were Senator Irvine L. Lenroot, of Wisconsin; 
Senator George W. Norris, of Nebraska; Gover­
nor Joseph W. Folk, of Missouri; and "Uncle 
Joe" Cannon, of Illinois. Among headliners were 
Judge Benjamin B. Lindsey, of Colorado, on the 
youth question, and Captain Richmond P. Hob­
son, a Spanish-American war hero, on military 
and naval preparedness. Audiences were made to 
forget the heat and hard benches by such humor­
ists as Strickland Gillilan, Opie Read, and James 
Whitcomb Riley. Choirs, orchestras, bands, string



216 THE PALIMPSEST

quartets, voice quartets, bellringers, interpretive 
readers, chalk-talkers, violinists, pianists furnished 
rich variety. Every good program had at least one 
dramatic company, offering a full-length play.

Talent’s lot was not easy. Nightly “jumps,” 
often on the inferior trains that served the small 
towns; daily appearances, excused only in cases 
of serious illness; all kinds of weather, including 
torrid midsummer heat, rain beating on tent tops, 
wind that often made the quarter-poles dance a 
frightening jig; country hotels and irregular meals 
— such were the hardships of the Chautauqua 
troupers. But season tickets had been sold on the 
basis of an advertised program; to coin a phrase, 
the show had to go on.

I remember one blistering hot afternoon in a 
small Iowa town when Bryan was on the platform, 
and the orator was drenched with perspiration. 
He stopped in the middle of one of his rounded 
periods, dipped both hands into a large pitcher of 
ice-water that stood on the table before him, and 
came up with two handfuls of crushed ice, which 
he held to his throbbing bald head for a minute or 
two. There was no laughter; I think we all felt 
sympathetic with the old man.

One season Congressman Victor Murdock, of 
Kansas, an excellent platform man, suffered for a 
couple of weeks with what we called “summer 
complaint.” His lecture was an hour and a quarter 
long; and one afternoon, finding it impossible to
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postpone relief until his address was over, he 
stopped suddenly in the midst of a sentence and 
said: ‘‘Friends, this is a hot afternoon, and I must 
not keep you sitting on those hard planks for an­
other half-hour without change of position. I am 
going to give you five minutes’ intermission so you 
can stand up and stretch your legs.” The audi­
ence was surprised and pleased by the speaker’s 
thoughtfulness; but before it had ‘‘stretched its 
legs” very much, Vic had slipped through the cur­
tains at the back of the platform, had made a bee­
line for the barbed wire fence that separated the 
Chautauqua lot from a nearby cornfield, and was 
out of sight of even the tent-boys among the 
green stalks of the growing com. When the five- 
minute intermission was over, the speaker was 
back on the platform, composed and refreshed, 
and ready to continue his vigorous and entertain­
ing lecture. Such was the life of a follower of the 
Chautauqua trail.

In the Summer of 1916, when I was editing and 
publishing a weekly paper in Grand Junction, 
Iowa, I added to my various business, civic, and 
church responsibilities the duties of local manager 
of the town’s Chautauqua. In fact, I not only per­
formed the duties of that functionary but also 
acted as platform manager for the Grand Junction 
program that year. The next Spring, having sold 
my newspaper in order to begin graduate work at 
Columbia University the next Fall, I was ready to
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accept Sam Holladay’s offer of an all-Summer job 
as a platform manager on Circuit A of his Mid­
land Chautauqua System, of Des Moines. I liked 
the work so well on first trial that I returned to it 
for the three succeeding Summers.

This Circuit A had seven Chautauqua programs 
running at once, a new one beginning every day. 
There were eight tents and eight crews in order to 
allow a day between set-ups to transport and erect 
the tent and get ready for a new opening. The 
crew consisted of the platform manager, who was 
really a general superintendent; two tent-boys, 
usually college students on ‘Vacation," who had 
the care of the big tent and the canvas yard-walls 
and lived in a small utility tent on the grounds; and 
the junior supervisor, who conducted the morning 
play hours for the children and usually trained 
them for a "pageant" that was staged the last day 
of the session.

The first thing the platform manager had to do 
on arriving in a new town was to look up the local 
manager and learn how the season ticket sale had 
gone. The entire circuit Chautauqua system was 
built on the season ticket. No town was served by 
the Midland without a contract guaranteeing the 
sale of a thousand dollars’ worth of season tickets, 
signed by a group of public-spirited men. Alas, 
the sale sometimes fell short, and in such a case 
the local manager was naturally inclined to avoid 
the unpleasant business of collecting the guarantee
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from his neighbors, and the platform man had to 
take up that task. More than once I had to make 
the rounds collecting the guarantee, and then to 
follow up those visits with a campaign to enlist 
signers for the next year’s contract. That, gentle 
reader, was what is known as an Herculean task. 
Sometimes I succeeded, and sometimes I had to 
give it up and mark the town off the list. The 
Bureau sent out a clean-up man to help with busi­
ness affairs on the last day, but I usually had the 
contract all signed up for him, or else was ready 
with conclusive evidence that the place was no 
longer what we called “a good Chautauqua town.” 

The public knew the platform manager chiefly 
as the fellow who introduced the talent. A short 
and sharp introduction, with a wisecrack or two 
and a flattering resume of the record and reputa­
tion of the speaker or artist, was called for. Some­
times the speaker, who loved the flattery, would 
use it to serve the double purpose of a pretense of 
modesty and a laugh-provoker with which to begin 
an otherwise rather heavy address. I remember a 
certain famous New York pulpit orator who got 
into the habit of quipping about my introductions 
and (as I heard from the grapevine circuit) about 
those of all the other platform managers. One 
afternoon, after I had introduced this speaker in 
my best manner, and the greeting applause had 
subsided, he looked over to the wings into which 
I had disappeared from audience view and asked,

MY CHAUTAUQUA MEMORIES
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“Why hasn’t somebody shot that fellow in the leg 
before this?” After the lecture, I waylaid the 
great man, who was at the time in company with a 
Bureau representative, and though I did not shoot 
him in the leg, I fired a barrage of rebuke and 
objurgation at him point-blank. He seemed gen­
uinely surprised that I had been offended, and was 
so apologetic that he almost wept. He had re­
garded the banter, I found, as part of his show, 
and had not stopped to think that the platform 
man had to live with the people of a town, and 
deal with them, throughout a week, and needed to 
preserve some modicum of respect and standing. 
That was my first season, and I suppose I was too 
sensitive.

The platform manager had to be a kind of guide 
and shepherd to the talent. I met them on the ar­
rival of their trains whenever I could. I gave them 
advice about hotels, eating places, travel arrange­
ments, location of the tent, how to please local 
audiences, cures for headache and stomach-ache, 
how to get along with their traveling companions, 
what to write to the family at home, and a hun­
dred other things. Relaxed somewhere after the 
evening program, a speaker or musician would 
amaze me by taking me into his confidence about 
his marital difficulties, or troubles he was having 
with his publisher, or his anxieties about his lyceum 
contract, or the exciting details of his recent sur­
gical operation.
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I had some odd characters on my platform dur­
ing the four Summers in which I was engaged in 
this work, including some who were "phonies/' 
some who were too temperamental to endure pa­
tiently the rigors of the Chautauqua circuit, some 
who were everlastingly flirtatious, and some who 
never did find out exactly what it was all about.

I remember one lecturer on big-game hunting 
who began his Summer’s work by devoting his 
hour mainly to a great lion-hunt in which he had 
engaged. He did not last out our season; but be­
fore he was replaced, he had built up his story to 
where he was slaughtering half the wild life of the 
South African veldts single-handed. That sort of 
accretion of sensation was easy for a speaker who 
was naturally a fluent liar and was daily subjected 
to the challenge of a thrill-hungry audience. On 
the 1917 program we had a male quartet made up 
of disabled Canadian soldiers returned from the 
European war. They sang the songs then becom­
ing popular — "Tipperary,” "The Long, Long 
Trail,” "Over There” — and did them very well; 
and in between, one of them told something of 
their experiences in the war. This narrative con­
tained, at the very first, something about the 
crimes committed by the "Huns”; and as the sea­
son progressed, these atrocity stories grew. Since 
I listened to the program every week, I could see 
this development clearly, and was shocked by 
what appeared to be a singularly repulsive variety
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of mendacity. So I complained to the Bureau, and 
soon the boys mended their ways and cleaned up 
their story and sang “Over There” with more 
verve than ever, and less sadism.

One of the most temperamental lecturers I had 
on my platform was an English lieutenant, also a 
war hero. In his voluminous luggage he carried a 
hammock, because, he insisted, he could not sleep 
in hotel beds. He had an injured knee and walked 
with a cane, so his traveling companions had to 
assist him with his luggage; and they came to re­
sent that hammock so much that several times they 
tried to lose it by forgetting to bring it off the 
train, but the lieutenant always recovered it. If he 
had come to us from His Majesty’s Navy, we 
might have understood this peculiarity; but he 
came from the Army. Every night he would swing 
that hammock, usually in his hotel room, but some­
times outdoors.

The lieutenant was always full of complaints 
about the way the Chautauqua was run, and I re­
gret to record that I quarreled with him almost 
continuously the whole season long. He may have 
been suffering all the time from his wounds, 
though I thought then it was sheer ill temper. He 
had a rough, unpleasant voice, a fine sense of his 
own importance, a very British manner of speech, 
and a monocle. The last of these appurtenances 
he used but rarely, bringing it out only to empha­
size some particularly insulting observation. One
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night in Mankato, Kansas, when our tent had 
blown down and we had to give our show in the 
open, the lieutenant refused until the last minute 
to go on. Speaking without benefit of canvas 
would hurt his voice, he argued. I threatened him 
with all the condign discipline I could conjure up 
in the name of the Bureau, but I was not sure until 
I had actually introduced him and he limped for­
ward from the front row of the audience that he 
would speak that night.

The "leftenant” was supposed to be writing a 
book about his American experiences, and he once 
told me that I would be surprised to know what he 
had in his notes about me. I do not know whether 
he ever published his book or not, or whether I 
was in it if he did; but here he is in mine, complete 
with hammock, raucous voice, limp, and monocle, 
though without name.

But there were many great troupers on the old 
Midland Circuit A, and some really distinguished 
personalities. With some of the talent I made 
lasting friendships, and I looked forward to my 
weekly reunions with them in happy anticipation 
of little parties and much good talk. Strickland 
Gillilan, the humorist — author of the famous "Off 
ag’in, on ag’in, gone ag’in, Finnegin" verses — 
was a rare soul and a good companion. Chancel­
lor Henry A. Buchtel, of Denver University, for­
mer Governor of Colorado and one of our top 
lecturers, virtually adopted me as a grandson for a
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season. Governor Leslie M. Shaw, of Iowa, was 
an inexhaustible treasury of homely wisdom. 
Theodore Roosevelt had appointed him Secretary 
of the Treasury partly, it was said, because of the 
national reputation as a campaign speaker that he 
had made when he had spoken from hundreds of 
platforms in the canvas of 1900; but I noticed that 
he was always nervous before he went on for his 
Chautauqua lecture. One evening when I saw him 
pacing back and forth behind the curtain, I ban­
tered him a little about his obvious tenseness.

"Governor," I said, "I should think that a sea­
soned stump-speaker like you would take this sort 
of thing in stride — just one more talk to an audi­
ence, you know. But here you are, nervous as a 
kitten!"

"My boy," said the Governor, "you talk like a 
tyro, as you are. No man ever yet made a speech 
that was worth hearing without getting wound up 
tight enough to bust a spring before he went on. 
Remember that."

I have, indeed, remembered that. I accepted it 
then, and I accept it now, as basic in the psychol­
ogy of address.

Occasionally I had William Jennings Bryan on 
my platform. His fee was always half his gate re­
ceipts. I never got through to him personally; he 
was kind to Chautauqua personnel but uninter­
ested in us. It was once necessary for me to travel 
about fifty miles in an automobile with him, and
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that was in the days when such a trip required 
nearly two hours. I had looked forward to listen­
ing to some personal words of wit and wisdom 
from the great man on this occasion, but he was 
apparently saving them for his audience at two 
bits a head, for as soon as he settled himself in his 
seat and we got under way, his head drooped, and 
he was asleep. All I heard from him on the whole 
journey was an occasional gurgling snore. Like a 
good trooper, he was getting his rest where he 
could.

Memories of my Chautauqua Summers are com­
pounded chiefly of meetings with interesting peo­
ple, campaigns for contracts, and weather. 
Weather was a constant hazard. Windstorms 
were especially to be feared. Sizzling heat under 
the big top, light showers and drumming rains we 
could cope with, but high winds might do great 
damage to tents and were sometimes a potential 
danger to the lives and limbs of audiences. The 
worst experience of that kind that ever came my 
way was the baby cyclone at Mankato, Kansas.

We came to Mankato that year doomed to mis­
fortune. Kansas had been suffering from a Sum­
mer-long drought, the fields were dead, and nei­
ther farmers nor townspeople had money for 
Chautauqua. The town had not met its contract 
guarantee, and we had only small audiences at our 
programs. One afternoon, a blessed black cloud 
appeared in the West, and ahead of it moved
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white wind-puffs. The talent were alarmed; but I 
told them to go on when introduced, and I would 
warn them in time if there was danger. Then, as I 
watched the cloud, I saw it part, half going north 
of us and half south, leaving Mankato as parched 
and dry as it had been all Summer. The next day 
Dr. Lena K. Sadler was on the platform with her 
excellent health lecture when the same thing hap­
pened: the menacing bank of clouds came out of 
the West, with wind in front of it. But this time it 
did not part; the black wall seemed to rush straight 
toward our tent, and the wind was upon us.

I bounced on to the platform and asked the 
audience to get out. “It is my duty,” I cried, “to 
warn you that this tent will not be safe in five min­
utes! W e’ll give you the rest of this program later 
if we can, but for now you must find shelter some­
where else!” But the small audience was not much 
alarmed by the antics of the frightened young fel­
low on the platform. The tall Kansan who was 
our local manager rose in the rear of the tent and 
drawled, “Oh, we’re used to these winds here in 
Kansas, Mr. Mott. W e’re not afraid of them. 
W e’d love to have a little blow and a big rain!’’ 
But I argued that nobody would be safe in that 
tent when the wind lifted the quarter-poles; and 
nearly all the audience drifted out, more amused 
than alarmed.

The tent-boys had, of course, begun to tighten 
guy ropes and tie down the canvas walls. In a few



minutes the wind was whistling under the top, 
making it billow and pull on the ropes. The quar­
ter-poles were attached to the canvas; and when 
the top rose they went with it, and then came 
crashing down upon the seats and benches and 
everything beneath them. This infernal dance of 
the quarter-poles was now accompanied by the 
roaring of the wind, the tearing of the canvas, and 
the perilous swaying of the big center-poles. Sud­
denly one of these poles cracked with a noise like 
artillery, and the big tent came down.

Nobody was hurt. The wind and the rain were 
soon past. But the tent was ruined, and that night 
we gave our show under the stars. We had the 
largest crowd of our Mankato week that night. 
For the remaining two days of our session, we held 
forth in the high school assembly hall, which was 
large enough for our audiences, with space to 
spare. But we could not collect our guarantee in 
Mankato; we failed to get a contract for the next 
year; and after the last program, when the bor­
rowed piano was being returned to its owner, it 
slid off the back of the dray and lost most of its 
imitation mahogany case in the ditch. Thus ended 
a week of disasters.

I recall a more amusing experience with a storm 
in Waseca, Minnesota. There the tent was pitched 
in the public park; and since the space between the 
trees was a little cramped for a tent, the boys had 
tied their guy ropes to trees in many cases and had
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not been able to get an evenly stretched top. 
However, it did well enough until a thunderstorm 
came along one afternoon with a few puffs of wind 
before it. These made the canvas billow and flap 
more than it would have done with a tight set-up. 
I had been watching the clouds and took the re­
sponsibility of telling the audience there was no 
danger and they had better remain in the tent, 
where it was dry, instead of rushing out into the 
rain. They agreed, but with the talent it was a 
different story. We had a ladies' orchestra with a 
male director on the platform that afternoon, and 
the Major had, I believe, undergone some harrow­
ing experiences with a wind-wrecked tent in a for­
mer season; at any rate, he shouted a sauve qui 
peut to his girls and he himself, a big round man, 
dived under the platform, trying to drag his big 
round bass drum with him. It took half an hour to 
restore order and set the harmonies and rhythms 
of the orchestra to competing with the beat of the 
rain on the canvas roof.

But on the whole, my four Chautauqua Sum­
mers were pleasant and rewarding. The emotional 
galvanism characteristic of all show business, the 
weekly change of scene, and the constant associa­
tion with lively-minded people combined to create 
a rich experience for me.

Now the Chautauqua circuits are all gone, and 
of course the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle dropped into oblivion years ago. All that is
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left of the grand old institution of Chautauqua is a 
small, scattered group of die-hard independent 
Assemblies, mostly occupying their own “pavil­
ions” and situated in various resort areas — and 
the mother of them all — at Lake Chautauqua in 
New York. That great institution now flourishes 
more grandly than ever, with fine buildings and 
elaborate programs, on the shore of the beautiful 
lake with the Indian name.

F r a n k  L u t h e r  M o t t



Chautauqua Vignettes
To Iowans living in that incomparable Golden 

Era ushered in by the Twentieth Century the 
word “Chautauqua” is full of meaning. To many 
still dwelling in the Hawkeye State it was a mode 
of living during three short summer months that 
often won for them a college education working 
as tent boys, superintendents, managers, and even 
“talent.“ To the tens of thousands who attended 
Chautauqua each summer it meant an escape from 
the humdrum existence of many small communi­
ties. In Iowa during its heyday Chautauqua was 
witnessed by hundreds of thousands each season. 
In the United States and Canada, during the peak 
of the circuit-Chautauqua, it has been estimated 
that nearly 40,000,000 persons annually attended 
Chautauqua in 10,000 communities.

Iowa was one of the first states to become iden­
tified with the Chautauqua movement. As early 
as 1876 a Chautauqua Assembly was organized 
at Clear Lake with Reverend }. R. Barrie as its 
first superintendent. Beginning with 1879 the 
Reverend }. A. Worden (who had served as an 
apprentice to Reverend John H. Vincent, the 
founder of chautauqua in New York) directed 
the Clear Lake Chautauqua. Of the Clear Lake
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Chautauqua Hugh A. Orchard declares: “It be­
came a mecca of religious and popular instruction, 
a favorite spot for out-of-door recreation and pas­
time, and a congenial meeting place for kindred 
spirits from a wide territory.“ The Clear Lake 
Assembly flourished for a period of ten years and 
then, unfortunately, passed into limbo. Mean­
while, camp meetings had been going on contem­
poraneously with the early Clear Lake Assembly 
and Epworth League Assembly, and out of these 
the Clear Lake Chautauqua was once more re­
vived around the turn of the Century.

Other Iowa communities made relatively early 
starts at what developed into local Chautauquas. 
The Waterloo Chautauqua grew out of a real 
estate venture known as the Cedar River Park 
Association established in 1893. The first Bur­
lington Chautauqua was proposed in 1896, not 
for intellectual and spiritual benefits, but to pay 
off a debt. An Independent Chautauqua was es­
tablished at Mediapolis in 1904 and continued for 
forty years before it passed away—the last Chau­
tauqua in Iowa. Of this same vintage was the 
Fairfield Chautauqua, one of the oldest and most 
successful in the Hawkeye State. Between 1900 
and 1910 scores of Iowa communities organized 
their own Chautauqua, frequently competing in 
the same county, or within a few miles of each 
other.

Although Chautauqua in its Twentieth Century
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sense was non-denominational, or at least inter­
denominational in character, it was usually the 
clergy, and more frequently the Methodist min­
isters, who took the lead in organizing a Chau­
tauqua in their community. Thus, on February 24, 
1904, at the close of a prayer meeting in the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church in Fairfield, Reverend J. 
S. Tussey submitted a plan for organizing a Chau­
tauqua which was unanimously adopted. Fifteen 
shares of stock were subscribed by those present 
at the meeting and a campaign was launched to 
sell 300 shares at $10 per share to provide suf­
ficient capital for the project. A month later it 
was reported that 208 shares had been sold and 
the sponsors felt justified in organizing the Fair- 
field Chautauqua Association.

The purpose of establishing a Chautauqua in 
any Iowa community is best described in the first 
Fairfield brochure, which was patterned after the 
Columbus Chautauqua Association of Columbus 
Junction. Ten thousand copies of a similar bro­
chure were ordered printed for the first Fairfield 
Chautauqua. The objectives of this Chautauqua 
were outlined in the articles of incorporation:

T h e  object . . . shall be to  hold an  annual public assem ­
b ly  an d  to  em ploy ta len t to  en te rta in  an d  in struc t the 
public in science, ph ilosophy, music, a rt, an d  such o ther 
sub jects as m ay be determ ined  by  the  p rogram  com m ittee 
from  tim e to tim e . . .
T h e  g ran d  aim of th is ch au tau q u a  m ovem ent is to  elevate 
the  m asses; to give the  com m unity a t la rge  a m ental, moral,
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social, an d  sp iritual uplift, by  d raw ing  them  toge ther in 
social assem bly an d  bring  them  into  con tact w ith  the  m ost 
cu ltured  m inds, e loquent o ra to rs, an d  b rillian t a rtis ts  of 
the  A m erican p latform .

Editorial Support — Fort Madison
Newspaper editors played an equally important 

role in promoting and publicizing Chatauqua. On 
July 26, 1905, the Fort Madison Democrat in­
formed its readers that Charles L. Wagner of the 
Slayton Lyceum Bureau of Chicago, together with 
L. T. Kersey, the Iowa representative of the Bu­
reau, met with interested Fort Madison citizens 
to study the possibility of organizing a Fort Madi­
son Chautauqua Assembly. The group assembled 
in the court house, where, after full and spirited 
discussion, it was unanimously decided to hold a 
Chautauqua in Fort Madison the following year. 
In recording the meeting the local editor wrote:

T h e  gathering  w as inform al and  the questions in fo r­
m ally discussed. M r. W a g n e r  w as present, and  w as asked  
to outline the  w ork  an d  give the  people some know ledge 
of procedure, an d  how  the  assem blies a re  a rran g ed  for, 
m anner of conducting them  an d  the probable expense. All 
of these points w ere happily  outlined an d  m any questions 
w ere asked and  in telligently  answ ered  to the satisfaction  
of all.

M r. W a g n e r  spoke of the  origin of the  now  very  pop ­
u lar C hau tauqua  assem bly. T h e re  w ere abou t 200 now  in 
existence, of w hich Iow a has the  la rg est num ber w ith Illi­
nois a  close second. T h e y  w ere largely  furn ished  through 
bureaus, from w here the best ta len t could be booked, and  
program s m ade out.
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T h e  proposition  seem ed fa ir an d  as a  sam ple he said  
if one th o u san d  tickets could  be sold a t tw o do llars a-piece, 
the  bu reau  w ould  fu rn ish  th e  best possib le p rogram  of the  
best ta len t, a t  no fu rth e r expense, an d  w ould  also furn ish  
a su p e rin ten d en t to  oversee an d  a rra n g e  for an d  give the  
n ecessa ry  assis tan ce  to  c a rry  on th e  te n -d ay  assem bly.

H e  app rox im ated  th a t th e  runn ing  expenses the  first 
y e a r  w ou ld  be ab o u t $500, p roceeds from  tickets $2,000, 
to  w hich  th e  ga te -rece ip ts  w ould  la rg e ly  increase  the  

profits.
H e  briefly ou tlined  th e  p robab le  p rogram , a rich lite ra ry  

feast of lectures, ad d resses , music, a n d  en terta inm en ts of 
various k inds, m aking som e th ir ty  num bers for the  ten 

d a y s ’ feast.

The following year, on August 4, 1906, the 
Fort Madison Democrat chronicled the formal 
opening of Chautauqua in beautiful Highland 
Park. The grand event had been a matter of dis­
cussion for months, and residents of Fort Madi­
son, as well as folks from the country round about, 
were on hand to hear the ten-piece Cleveland 
Ladies Orchestra under the direction of Professor 
A. Metzdorf play an hour and a half program of 
'‘some of the best, the sweetest music” ever given 
in Fort Madison. The pulse of the audience was 
recorded in part as follows:

T h e  opening  num ber b y  th e  o rchestra  w as “ S ta rs  and  
S tripes M a rc h ” w hich w as cheered  to  the  echo. T h is  w as 
follow ed b y  an  overtu re , “ M e rry  W iv es  of W in d so r ,” 
a beau tifu lly  ren d ered  num ber.

A  cornet solo w as a ra re  tre a t an d  heartily  encored. 
A  q u a rte t of lad ies w ith  cornets, trom bone and  trum pet
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played  “T ru m p e t F lo w ers” so beau tifu lly  th a t the  au d i­
ence called them  back  in a very  h ea rty  encore. T h is  w as 
follow ed by  a trom bone solo an d  so well executed  th a t the 
lady  in response to  a  h ea rty  b u rs t of app lause  beau tifu lly  
rendered  “ R ocked in the  C rad le  of the  D eep .”

Having heard the orchestra’s first program, the 
Democrat felt confident that 4‘their following en­
tertainments will be eagerly looked forward to.” 
Ten days later the editor labeled the first Chau­
tauqua season a “decided success.”

T h ere  w as some opposition a t  first and  for a  few  days 
the  outlook w as quite  d iscouraging . T h e  m anagem ent, 
how ever, w as no t d iscouraged . T h e  people becam e m ore 
in terested  an d  it is a  p leasan t fact to  know  th a t the en te r­
prise has pa id  out, b u t the  am ount in the  treasu ry  cannot 
be estim ated  until la ter. T h e re  have been som e m istakes 
m ade th a t can be corrected  an d  som e im provem ents can be 
m ade in an o th er seaso n ’s production . T h e  p resen t indica­
tions are  th a t a C h au tau q u a  will be organized , incorpor­
a ted , bo ard  of d irectors and  required  officials be elected, 
an d  a C h au tau q u a  be m ade a perm anent th ing. T h is  is 
as it should  be an d  the  sp lendid  trea t afforded our citizens 
this y ear should  be a y early  occurrence w hich will edify  
the people an d  be a sp lendid  thing for the  city.

Keith V aw ter and Chautauqua

The experience of Fort Madison is typical of 
other Iowa communities. Actually, most local 
Chautauqua assembly managers had found it in­
creasingly difficult during the 1890’s to meet the 
expense of operation and to secure entertainment. 
On the other hand, small communities were anx-



236 THE PALIMPSEST

ious to establish a Chautauqua but did not have 
the facilities. This situation provided an opportun­
ity for an organization that would serve the exist­
ing Chautauquas as well as the communities which 
wanted Chautauqua. Keith Vawter, an executive 
of the Redpath Lyceum Bureau, was the first man 
to capitalize on the situation. He proposed to build 
a program of outstanding “talent” and sell it to 
local assembly managers.

In his Fifty Years of Chautauqua, Hugh A. 
Orchard writes:

U p to th is tim e it shou ld  be rem em bered th ere  h ad  been 
no serious th o u g h t of a ttem pting  an y  rad ical a lte ra tions in 
the  general p lan  of ch au tau q u a  operation . T h e  practice  of 
o u td o o r assem blies, m anaged  by  local citizens, h ad  been 
th o ro u g h ly  estab lished  a f te r  y ea rs  of use, a n d  w as suc­
ceeding very  well a t every  poin t w here  the  p a tro n ag e  w as 
g rea t enough to ju stify  the  h igh  costs th a t w ere inevitable 
u n d er such a p lan. T h e  transition  th a t m arked  w h a t finally 
am ounted  to no th ing  sh o rt of a revolution  in ch au tauqua  
m anagem ent d id  no t all come abou t in a  d ay  . . . .

A t the  beginning , M r. V a w te r  h ad  in m ind chiefly  the 
m atte r of delivering ch au tau q u a  ta len t, a t g rea tly  reduced  
cost, by booking a w hole p rogram  unit un iform ly  th ro u g h ­
ou t a  select g roup  of tow ns. H e  chose the s ta te  of Iow a 
as the  te rrito ry  w here  the  experim ent should  be m ade. 
T h is  field afforded  him th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  serve several 
local ch au tau q u a  m anagem ents a lread y  o rgan ized  and  
active, an d  to prom ote a sufficient num ber of o thers to 
provide a m eans for app ly ing  his idea. W h ile  nego tia ting  
con trac ts  th is first season he offered w h a t m ay be called a 
basic program , designed  to be delivered uniform ly to all 
tow ns visited, and  carried  a list of add itional ta len t from
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Cedar Rapids and Kansas City

jflemoranbum of Agreement, By and between the v a w t e r

CHAUTAUQUA SYSTEM (Incorporated), of Cedar Rapids. Iowa, party of the first part, 

and H. H, P r e s t o n  ..... 0f Iowa C i t y ,  Io w a .
party of the second part;

©Hitntssetb, That first party hereby employs second party, and second party enters such 
. mployment, under the following rules and regulations, and such rules and regulations as may 
hereafter be made by first party.

Second party is to work as Diplomat, Advance Man. or Superintendent, and do such other 
work as may be required in connection with first party’s Chautauquas for the season of l!)16 
lie is to work seven days each week during the term of this engagement and such hours each 
day as the nature of the employment may require or the Department Superintendent in charge 
may direct.

Said work to begin on or about June 1st. and continue for one or more weeks at first party’s 
option. It is explicitly understood and agreed that seeond party may be discharged by first 
party at any time, within first party’s judgment, for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or failure to 
comply with rules and regulations of first party, and second party shall have no claim against 
first party except for services actually rendered up to the time of such discharge.

Second party shall pay his own hotel bills.
First party agrees to pay second party’s railroad fare from the point where second party 

begins work and throughout said engagement to last point where second party works for first 
party, also telegrams, telephones, express, drives where necessary, and other necessary incident­

als. in addition to a weekly salary of.. T h i r t y - f i v e  a n d  n o / l O C — ------
Dollarsi which shall be payable Monday following each week’s service. Any days off for any 

reason beyond first party’s control shall be deducted pro rata.
It is further agreed that the first party shall withhold Two Dollars and Fifty Cents ($2.50) 

each week from the above mentioned salary of the second party, to lx* forfeited by the second 
party as liquidated damages in case he docs not stay on the job until the close of tlie season.

It is agreed that this contract may be assigned to the Rodpath-Vawtcr Chautauqua System.

3!n Ugliness IDbfrtof, We have hereunto signed our names this 1 1 t h  day of

A p r i l  /  ft... , i 916 ...

VAWTER CHAUTAUQUA SYSTEM,

By

Courtesy Howard I I . Preston

Iowa w as in the heart of C hautauqua land. Almost every thriving rural community 
enjoyed these stimulating program s and several of the larger cities, such as Burlington, 
Fort M adison, Iowa City, and W aterloo , supported C hautauqua program s for a gener­
ation and more at the opening of the 20th C entury. T he R edpath-V aw ter System is a 
name synonym ous with the w ord chautauqua, but there w ere other Iowa companies 
such as the M idland C hautauqua Circuit, the United C hautauqua Com pany, and the 
W hite & Brown Com pany, all of Des Moines.

O ne of the key personalities in assuring the success of the chautauqua w as the 
Superintendent. T he above contract between Vaw 'ter C hautauqua and H ow ard H. 
Preston reveals the general nature of the Superin tendent’s work. F rank Luther M ott, 
Howard H. Preston, and D. C. N olan are but a few of m any Iowans w ho served in 
this capacity.
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A f te r n o o n  
l / rog ra rn  

B eg ins  ài 3 :00 PROGRAM E v en in g  
P r o g r a m  

B eg ins  at 8 :00

C h i l d r e n ’s C h a u t a u q u a  at  9 :30  a. m .  a n d  4 :30  p .  in. each  day

S tory  H o u r  fo r  the  ‘’W e e  T o t s ” at 3 :30  p .  in.

excep t  S u n d ay

AFTERNOON FIRST DAY EVENING
P i i  1 L I  1*1*1 \  O R O Y A L  S T R I N G  H A M ) —  
G r a n d  o p e n i n g ;  c o n c e r t — n o v e l  I n s t r u i n e n t M ,  
n r  Irci mmé  d e l i g h t f u l  m u n t e — a r t i s t s  t r o n i  
t h e  P h i l i p p i a n  C o n * e r \ a t o r l e s ,  I n s t r u m e n ­
t a l  a n d  v o c a l  n u m b e r * .

A d m l a f l o o ,  A d u l t  3 6 o ,  T a x  4 c ,  T o t a l  IO<* 
C h i l d  |H e ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 l i e

P I N C I  P P I  \  O R O Y A L  S T R I N G  B A N D  in  
l u i l f  h o u r ' s  p r o g r a m  o f  u o n d e r f u l  m u s i c .  
I IOII  S E E D S — F a m o U M  F a r m  P h i l o s o p h e r —  
b e a r  h i m  t e l l  ‘‘H o w  G o d  . M a d e  t h e  S o i l  
E t  r t l l c ’*— a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  N a t u r e  t o  a l l  
p e o p l e ,

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  Gc, T o t a l  0 0 c  
C h i l d  INc, l a v  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

SECOND DAY
L Y C f ^ ’M A d i T S  T R I O  I n  e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  m t i -
i l r a f  p r o g r a m — v o c a■4-' p o k e n  a n d  i n s t r u -

D O P H E I D E  —  A n  o u t - s t a  t i d i n g  
t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  p l a y »  ‘‘T h e  Y l o n c y -  

p n o f r a u i  y o u  c a n n o t  a l l o r d  t o  
•  l x  c h a r a c t e r s .

A d u l t  3Gc,  T a x  4c ,  T o t a l  4 0 c  
C h i l d  1 8 c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  20e

THIRD

I A C E l  M A R T S  T R I O  —  I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  
b i g  x y l o p h o n e ,  r e a d i n g s »  v o c a l  n u m b e r » «  
\  l o l i n  s o l o s ,  c o s t u m e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s *  
t O M 1 K E S S . Ì 1  AN R O Y A L  ( , J O H N S O N ,  o f  
S o u t h  D a k o t a ,  i n  a  g r e a t  a n d  t i m e l y  a d ­
d r e s s — a  k e e n  t h i n k e r ,  a  f o r c e f u l  s i r e n k e r ,  
a  t h o r o u g l i - g o i n g  A m e r i c a n .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  Oc, T o t a l  0 0 c  
C h i l d  I S c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

DAY
M I L A N O  S E X T E T T E ,  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  i n  a  
f o r e t a s t e  o f  t h e  b i g  m u s i c a l  t r e a t  a n ­
n o u n c e d  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g .
M A D A M  N. N.  S E L I V A N O V A ,  o f  R u s s i a ,  i n  
a  s t i r r i n g ,  I h o u g h t - p r o \ o k l n g  l e c t u r e ,  
“ R u s s i a n  W o m e n  o f  T o d a >  a s  T h e )  F a c e  
B o l s h e v i s m . * ’

A d m  I s s l o n ,  A d u  It 3 0 c ,  T a x  4c ,  T o t a l  4 0 c  
< h l l d  I S c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

M I L A N O  S E X T E T T E — A p r e m i e r  C o m p a n y  
o f  l e a d i n g  s o l o i s t s  f r o m  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  
G r a n d  O p e r a  i n  a  p o p u l a r  p r o g r a m ,  f e a ­
t u r i n g  g r e a t  a r i a s ,  c h o r u s e s ,  s o l o s ,  e t c , .  I n ­
c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  l a u g h i n g  s o n g ,  I t a l i a n  
d i a l e c t  s o n g s  a n d  s e l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  b i g  
p i a n o  a c c o r d i o n .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  GSe, T a x  7 ,  T o t a l  7 5 c  
( h l l d  18c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

FOURTH DAY
T H E  W A L E S  P L A Y E R S  In  a  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  
p r o g r a m  o f  r e a d i n g s ,  s k e t c h e s ,  e t c .

L E (  T l  R E — T o  b e  a n n o u n c e d .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  0 c ,  T o t a l  OOc 
C h i l d .  18c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

FIFTH
I I I .  \  M I ' S  O R C H E S T R A — I n d e r  t h e  p e r -  
s o n n l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  P r o f .  B l a n d  i n  a  s n a p p y  
p r e l u d e  p r o g r a m ,
D O C T O R  S I  D H I N D R A  B O S E ,  o f  C a l c u t t a ,  
I n d i a ,  o n  “ I n d i a  a n d  H e r  A w a k e n i n g . ”  
T e a c h e r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  I n  a  l e a d i n g  
A m e r i c a n  I n  1 v e r s i f y .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  lUIo, T a x  4 c .  T o t a l  4 0 c  
C h i l d  I S c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 d c

SIXTH

(  L A R E  A A I  G H A  N W A L E S  C O  YI P A  N Y —  
P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  B i b l e  s t o r y  
o f  “ E s t h e r , * *  i n  c o s t u m e ,  a  v i s u a l i z e d  s e r ­
m o n *  s e t  f o r t l i  b y  c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  e n ­
a c t o r s ,  w i t h  M r s .  W a l e s  a s  E s t h e r ,  C o s ­
t u m e s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o r r e c t .  A  w o r t h y  p r e ­
s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  e p i s o d e .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  Ge, ' T o t a l  tW>c 
C h i l d ,  I S c ,  l  a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

DAY
B L A N D ’S O R C H E S T R A — B i g  m u s i c a l  p r o ­
g r a m  b y  v e r s a t i l e  h a n d  u n d e r  i n s p i r i n g  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  b i g  v a r i e t y  o f  n o v e l ­
t i e s ,  v o c a l  s o l o s ,  q u a r t e t * — s o m e t h i n g  f o r  
e v e r y b o d y  f r o m  j a z z  t o  s t a n d a r d  c l a s s i c s ,  
a l l  d o n e  w i t h  d a s h ,  f i r e  a n d  p r e c i s i o n .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  Gc, T o t a l  GOc 
C h i l d  IScv T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

DAY
E D W A R D  C L A R K E  C O N C E R T  C O M P A N Y  
—  A ( l i l c a g o  C o m p a n y  o f  h i g h - g r a d e  a r ­
t i s t s ,  I n c l u d i n g  E d w a r d  C l a r k e ,  b a s s - b a r i ­
t o n e ;  K n c l i e l  S t e i n m a u  C l a r k e ,  P o l i s h  A i o -  
l i n i s t e ,  a n d  E a r l  V i c t o r  P r a h l ,  p i a n i s t — a 
d e l i g h t f u l  m u s i c a l  t r e a t .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  3Gc, T a x  4 c .  T o t a l  4 0 c  
( h l l d  1 8 c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

E D W A R D  C L A R K E  C O N C E R T  C O  YIP ANY' 
—  A c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  m  i s i c n l  p l e a s u r e  
o f  the* a f t e r n o o n — t h o r o u g h  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  
E X - G O V E R N O R  YI. G .  D I M M H A 1 G 1 I .  o f  
P e n n s y l v a n i a — A b r i l l i a n t  m i n d  a n d  w i t t y ,  
a  f a m o u s  s t o r y - t e l l e r  a n d  a  s t a t e s m a n  in 
a  f i n e  l e c t u r e ,  f i t t i n g  t h e  h o u r .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  Gc. T o t a l  GOc 
C h i  Id  I S c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

SEVENTH DAY
T H E  T E M P L E  t l l O l l t — M a k i n g  a  s p e c i a l ­
t y  o f  c h o r a l  w o r k — a w o r t h - w h i l e  p r o g r a m .  
P H I N C  E S S  N E A  W A N N A ,  o f  t h e  O j l h w n s —  
a n  e l o q u e n t  p l e a  f o r  a  v a n i s h i n g  r a c e —  
h e a r  t h e  I n d i a n s ’ s i d e .  S p e c i a l  e x h i b i t  o f  
I n d i a n  c u r i o s .

A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  3 « o , . T a x  4o .  T o t a l  4t>c 
C h i l d  18c ,  T a x  2 c ,  T o t a l  2 0 c

G R E A T  C L O S I N G  C O N C E R T  B Y  T H E  
T E Y I P L E  C H O I R ,  f e a t u r i n g  g r e a t  c h o r a l  
n u m b e r s ,  m a l e  q u a r t e t s ,  l a d i e s *  q u a r t e t * ,  
m i x e d  q u a r t e t s ,  s p e c i a l  s o l o s ,  du»*is.  e t c .  
A f i t t i n g  f i n i s h  f o r  a  u o e k  o f  s o l i d  s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n .
A d m i s s i o n ,  A d u l t  5 4 c ,  T a x  Gc, T o t a l  GOc 

C h i l d  IS c ,  T a x  2c .  T o t a l  GOc

All S u n d a y  P r o g r a m s  w i l l  he  a p p r o p r i a t e  to the day.
P a g e a n t ,  “ M o d e r n  C r u s a d e r s / '  wil l  he  g iven b y  the  “ J u n i o r s "  at 4 :3 0  p .  m .  on c los ing  day 

excep t  w h en  c los ing  day is S u n d a y ,  w h e n  it w i l l  he  g iven  on S a tu rd ay .

K noxville C hau tauqua P rogram  —  July 15 to July 21, 1920.



r

Piloto courtesy Lillian L e f fe r t

T he H ighland Ladies O rchestra  of H ighland P ark  College pictured w ith W illiam  
Jennings B ryan and ex-G overnor Buchtell of Colorado.

Photo courtesy Mrs. Floyd E. Cooley

E w ing’s Ladies Band played in 1918 and 1919 on a 3-day circuit for S. M. H olladay 
of M idland C hautauqua in the upper M idw est states. A  m ajority of the musicians 
were from Iow a tow ns —  Knoxville, Pleasantville, and Keota.



C H A U T A U Q U A  S N A P S H O T S  BY

C hau tauqua  tent w ith tent-boys' pup tent to left.

C harles B. Booth made the circuit in his car, sometimes arriv ing  just in time to go on.

0S
C anvas w all surrounding C hau tauqua tent w ith B ooth’s car in foreground.



F R A N K  L U T H E R  M O T T

B ryan D ay a t Ackley, Iowa

Ready for trip from C anton to H aw arden, Iowa. Mrs. N ielsen w as in rear seat for 
her first flight. Few people in these tow ns had ever seen an airplane in 1917.

m

Play D irector for M idland C hautauqua had M orning Schedule



T A L E N T  P E R F O R M IN G  A T  K N O X V IL L E
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C H A U T A U Q U A  S N A P S H O T S  BY

T he Booster P arade  A lw ays B rought O u t C row d

s*

Stage of F ive D ay  Set-U p in 1915

C hau tauqua Crow'd A w aiting O pening N um ber



H O W A R D  H. P R E S T O N

C hautauqua “T a le n t’ T he H ow ard Prestons Rem arried on 
C hautauqua Lot.

C hildren’s Program  Participants T alen t W aitin g  for T ra in

Farewell D inner —  Battle Creek Crew  of Summer C hautauqua W h en  “Off D u ty ’

j*
>
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C O L U M B U S  C H A U T A U Q U A C O L U M B U S  J U N C T IO N

A S atu rd ay  C row d in Colum bus Junction

Enjoying the C hautauqua

Just inside the E ntrance

Com ing to C hautauqua (by train)

A  Glim pse of the Big T en t

A W ooded  A venue
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MAP OF THE GROUNDS
Map of the Columbus Chautauqua Grounds

DI RECTORY OF T E N T E R S
T e n t  N u m b e r  Follows Name. Residence C o lu m b u s  J u n c t io n  Unless O therwise  G iven.

A lhaugh . M yrtle ,  105
A lbaugh, G lenn. 105
Allen, M rs. C. B.. M o rn in g  Sun. 62.
Allen. H a r ry .  M o rn in g  Sun, 62.
Allen, Will. M o rn in g  Sun, 02.
A lexander ,  ¡Mrs. .J. K.. N ew  London. 54 
A lexander .  E llen, New London, 54. 
Anwyl. E v a n ,  5.
A ronholt,  M rs . Goo., M arsh .  170. 
A ronholt ,  A r th u r .  W intield , 170.
Achoson, A. B .,  94.
Aeheson, M rs. A R . f 94.
Aeheson, Iv an .  94 
Anwyl, I). N., C n tw fo rd sv i l le ,  16. 
Anwyl, M rs. D. N., C raw fo rd sv i i le ,  16 
Anwyl, J  J .  C raw fo rd sv i l lo ,  132.
Anwyl M rs. J .  J .  C raw fo rd sv i l lo .  132. 
Anwyl Roy, C raw fo rd sv i l lo .  132.
Anwyl. H azel,  C raw fo rd sv i l lo ,  132. 
Anwyl. W. E., C ra w fo rd sv i i le ,  132. 
Anwyl, M rs  AY. E ., C raw fo rd sv i i le ,  132 
Akeson, Tillie, L o n e  'Free, A-21. 
Akeson. A n n a ,  L one  T ree ,  A 21.
Allen. M rs. E . B., G ra n d v ie w , A-S. 
Allen, M yrtle ,  G ra n d v ie w , A-S.
Allen. L ynn . G ra n d v ie w , A-S.
Allen, Mrs. C. B.. M o rn in g  Sun, 62. 
A l l e n ,  H a r ry .  M o rn in g  Sun. 62.
Allen. W ill ,  M o rn in g  Sun. 62.
Adam s, R ev . F .  W.. M o rn in g  Sun, 59. 
Adam s, .Airs. F .  AY., M o rn in g  Sun. 59. 
Adam s. M a rg a re t ,  M o rn in g  Sun, 59. 
Adams, Olive, M o rn in g  Sun. £9.
Adam s. H a r r i e t .  M o rn in g  Sun, £9. 
A r th a n d ,  A'Yn., W infield, 51.

A r th a n d ,  Mrs. AATn.. W infield , 51. 
A r t h a n d ,  Glen, AA'infield, 51.
A e h eso n ,  R. A., A m es, 31.
A eh eso n .  M rs. R. A., Am es, 31. 
A e h eso n .  A. D., A m e s ’, 31.
A lb r ig h t ,  E. H .,  D anville ,  50.
A nw yl, E. G., 119.
A n w y l,  M rs. E. G., 149.
A n w y l,  Neil. 149.
A rc h ib a ld ,  F . D., W apello , 146. 
A rc h ib a ld ,  P a u l ,  W apello , 146. 
A rc h ib a ld ,  L e la n d ,  AA'aptllo, 146. 
A n w y l,  T h o m a s .  A in sw o r th ,  131. 
A nw yl,  Mrs. T hos . ,  A in s w o r th ,  131. 
A n w y l,  F re d . ,  A in s w o r th .  131.
A llen , Sam . d a y  police.
A r m b r ig h t ,  H e n ry ,  helper- 
A tk in s ,  .Fred, Lone T ree ,  B-l.

B
B u r r o u g h s ,  E d i th ,  AA'ilton. B-13. 
B a b b i t t ,  M adge, Conesville , 127. 
B a b b i t t ,  G lenn, L one  T ree .  127. 
B ake r .  Mrs. FI. AY.. W apello , 113. 
B e rk s h i r e ,  M ay. W ap e llo .  119. 
B e rk s h i r e ,  Zolla, Conesville , 119. 
B ow ie , M rs. 16. \ \ \ .  A ta l is sa ,  D-3. 
Bowie, Inez , A ta l i s sa .  D-3.
Bowie, E d n a ,  A ta l is sa ,  D-3.
B ro w n ,  M a r th a .  M o rn in g  Sun. 60. 
B ro w n ,  M rs. J . W ., Lone T ree , 54. 
B r id g es ,  M rs. D. M.. G ran d v iew , 86. 
B r id g es ,  Ru t h .  G ran d v iew , 86.
Bell. N e t t ie .  M arsh ,  170.
B utler .  C. F . .  1 IS.
B u t le r ,  M a r th a ,  148.

From Official Souven ir  of Columbus Chautauqua
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A f te r n o o n  

P r o g r a m  

ïg m s  a t  2 : 3 0

C h i l d r e n  s C h a u t a u q u a  a t  9 : 3 0  a . m . .  a n d  4 : 3 0  p . m .  e a c h  d a y  e x c e p t  S u n d a y
S t o r y  H o u r  for  t h e  “ W e e  T o t s ’ a t  3 :0 0  p .m .

E V E N IN G

K E A L A K A P S  H A W A I I A N  S I N G E R S  
A N D  P L A Y E R S .  H a l f  H o u r  of H a -
w a i i a n  M u s ic .

A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L  H .  M .  
H A V N E R ;  ‘'C i t i z e n s h i p .  I t s  D u t i e s  a n d  
R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . ’

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  35c.

A F T E R N O O N

K E A L A K A P S  H A W A I I A N  S I N G E R S  
A N D  P L A Y E R S .  D e l i g h t f u l  P r o g r a m  
of  N a t i v e  M u s i c  W e i r d .  E n c h a n t i n g .  
M e lo d io u s .

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  35c.

SECOND DAY
P O L U H N I  A N D  C O M P A N Y .  M I S S  
E D N A  T H O M A S .  C o n c e r t :  V o c a l  a n d  
I n s t r u m e n t a l  M u s ic .  Bel ls .  O r g a n  C h i m e s  
e t c . .  R e a d i n g s  f rom  " B a r b a r a  F r i t c h ie .  

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  35c.

M I S S  E D N A  T H O M A S .  P O L U H N I  
A N D  C O M P A N Y .  R e a d i n g s ,  a n d  M u s ic .

A L F R E D  H .  O ’C O N N O R .  " T w e n t y  
M o n t h s  in t h e  T r e n c h e s .

THIRD DAY
C R O A T I A N  T A M B U R I C A  O R C H E S  
T R A .  S u p e r b  a n d  N o v e l  C o n c e r t ,  fea 
t u r i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  C r o a t i a n  T a m b u r i c a  
M a l e  Q u a r t e t ,  e tc .

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  35c.

T H E  C R O A T I A N  T A M B U R I C A  O R ­
C H E S T R A .  H a l f  H o u r  of S p l e n d i d  M u s i c .

S T R I C K L A N  G I L L I L A N ,  F o r e m o s t  
H u m o r i s t .  “ S u n s h i n e  a n d  A w k w a r d n e s s . '  

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  50c.

FOURTH DAY
B L A C K M A N ’S  V I L L A G E  S I N G E R S .
H a l f  H o u r  of f a v o r i t e  S ongs .

N E D  W O O D M A N .  C a r t o o n s  a n d  H o m e ­
m a d e  p o e t r y  b y  th e  u n i q u e  c a r t o o n i s t  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n e r .

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  35c.

B L A C K M A N ’S  V I L L A G E  S I N G E R S .
P r o g r a m :  I n s t r u m e n t a l  M u s ic ,  a n d  S o n g s  
a n d  S to r i e s  of  T h r e e  G e n e r a t i o n s  b y  t h e  
S p l e n d i d  M i x e d  Q u a r t e t .

C O L .  G E O .  W .  B A I N ,  D e a n  of  th e  
A m e r i c a n  P l a t f o r m .  L e c t u r e :  “ If I H a d  
L ife  to  L iv e  O v e r . ”

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  35c .

FIFTH DAY
T E X A S  G L E E S .  M a g n i f i c e n t  C o n c e r t .  
F e a t u r i n g  D o u b l e  Q u a r t e t — P i a n o .  B r a s s  
S e x t e t t e .  M a l e  Q u a r t e t ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  
O r c h e s t r a .

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  50c.

T H E  T E X A S  G L E E S ,  D e l i g h t f u l  H a l f  
H o u r .

J O H N  C .  W E L S H ,  ” U.  S. A r m y  a n d  
N a v y . ” M a r v e l o u s l y  I n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  I n ­
s t r u c t i v e  T r a v e l o g u e ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  m o v ­
ing  a n d  sti l l  p ic tu res .

A d m i s s i o n  15c a n d  50c.

P r o g r a m s  will be c h a n g e d  on  S u n d a y  w h e r e  n e c e s sa ry ,  so as  to  be in
k e e p in g  w i th  th e  sp i r i t  of  th e  d a y .

P a g e a n t  ‘ ‘G o o d  F a i r y  T h r i f t ”  will be  g iven  b y  t h e  " J u n i o r s ” on  i losing d a y  a t  4 :30 p .m  
e x c e p t  w h e n  p r o g r a m  e n d s  on  S u n d a y ,  w h e n  it  will be  g iven  on  S a t u r d a y .

W est Branch C hautauqua Program  —  June 30 to July 4, 1917



D A ILY  PR O G R A M
KNOXVILLE

I N D E P E N D E N T
C H A U T A U Q U A

FOURTEEN OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS

JU L Y  2 9 ,-A U G U S T  2

Chautauqua Organization

Keep Thi« Program for Reference

f Y l A  D  'IN D E P E N D E N T  
4  t f i l T k  CHAUTAUQUA CO.

gtOOM/NgTPJy. iL L iV O IS

THURSDAY. JULY 31

2:30 P . M .  C o n c e r t .................T h e  E l i a s  T a m b u r i t z a  S e r e n a d e r s

7:30 P . M .  P r e l u d e .................T h e  E l i a s  T a m b u r i t z a  S e r e n a d e r s

8:30 P . M .  L e c t u r e ................" T h e  O l d  T o w n  in a N e w  W o r l d ”
........................................................... C h a r l e s  H .  P l a t t e n b u r g

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

2:30 P . M .  M a g ic  L a n d ..........  .........................C h i l d r e n ’s P r o g r a m
................................................................L a u r a n t  & C o m p a n y

7 30 P . M .  M a g ic  a n d  M y s t e r y .  . . .  . L a u r a n t  & C o m p a n y

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2

2:30 P . M .  C o n c e r t : . . .  . T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  C o n c e r t  C o m p a n y

7:30 P . M .  L e c t u r e .........................................." R e v o l t  in  th e  D e s e r t ”
................................................................C h a r l e s  A b d u l e  E l i a s

8:30 P . M .  C o n c e r t ..........T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  C o n c e r t  C o m p a n y

Knoxville Independent C hautauqua Program  — July 29 to A ugust 2, 1930

TICKET INFORMATION
Adult’s Season Ticket_________________________ $2.00
Child’s Season Ticket___________________________ 1.00
Adult’s Single Admission_______________________  .50
Child's Single Admission afternoon Aug. 1_______  .10
Child’s Single Admission all other programs_____  .25

N O T E :

Adults-------------------------- Persons over 14 years of age
Children------------------------- Persons 6 to 14 years of age
Children under 6 years with parents, admitted free 
Season Tickets-------- Transferable in immediate family

AT THE TENT
■»

OFFICERS

P r e s i d e n t .............................................................S. L .  W a l k e r

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t .................................................A. F .  K e e t o n

S e c r e t a r y .................... ............................................W .  J .  C a s e y

T r e a s u r e r .....................................................................E .  L .  J o b

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES

P r o g r a m ........................................R e v .  D o w  G. P i n k s t o n

T i c k e t  ..................................................... C a t h a r i n e  E d w a r d s

P u b l i c i t y  . . A A K u r t z
G r o u n d s ..................................................................T .  H .  J o n e s

TUESDAY, JULY 29

2:30 P . M .  P r e l u d e ............................................T h e  C h a m b e r l i n  D u o

3:30 P . M .  L e c t u r e ............ " W h o ' s  th e  B i g g e s t  M a n  in  T o w n *
.........................................................W i l l i a m  R a i n e y  B e n n e t t

7:30 P . M .  C o n c e r t ............................................ T h e  C h a m b e r l i n  D u o

8:30 P . M .  L e c t u r e .............................." T h e  P s y c h o l o g y  o f  P o w e r ”
..............................................................W m .  R a m e y  B e n n e t t

2:30 P. M. 

7:30 P. M.

W EDNESDAY, JULY 30

M r s .  P l i m p t o n ' s  H u s b a n d ” . . .  . A  C l e v e r  C o m e d y  
.................... ............................... T h e  R a n d a l l  E n t e r t a i n e r s

M o t h e r ' s  M i l l i o n s ” .............D r a m a  o f  B ig  B u s i n e s s
....................................................T h e  R a n d a l l  E n t e r t a i n e r s
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W a v in g  H andkerchiefs —  T h e  C hautauqua Salute
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w hich fu rth e r selection m ight be m ade by  the local parties 
w herever it w as deem ed advisable.

F o r this basic program  he quoted  a definite con trac t 
price. T h is  price w as far below  th a t a t w hich the  sam e 
a ttrac tio n s could have been secured  by  independen t local 
m anagem ents. T h e  low  price quoted  w as m ade possible 
by the  savings in ra ilroad  tran sp o rta tio n  and  the unbroken  
em ploym ent of ta len t w ithou t costly  open tim e in terfering . 
In tow ns w here  add itional a ttrac tio n s w ere  desired  such 
a ttrac tions w ere  ad d ed  to the basic p rogram  a t an  ag reed  
ad d ed  cost.

It so befell, how ever, th a t m any ad justm en ts had  to be 
m ade this first y ea r to hum or prejudices and  to sa tisfy  
certain  w him s th a t inevitab ly  m ake their appearance, as re- 
sisten t [sic] forces, w herever im portan t experim ents are  
being tried  out. T h u s  a t som e of his first y e a r tow ns, M r. 
V a w te r  con trac ted  to deliver his en tire  program  a t a  given 
price. A t o thers he con trac ted  for cooperation by  local citi­
zens w ith a provision for receiving first m oney up to an 
agreed  am ount. A t o thers he laid the  foundation  of the 
guaran tee  th a t rem ained for m any years a  fea tu re  of chau- 
tauqua  contracts, by  securing block subscrip tions for sea ­
son tickets, o r s tra ig h t guaran tees for the  sale of a  specified 
num ber of such tickets in advance.

Under the above arrangement Vawter assem­
bled a nine-day program which featured the 
Chicago Lady Entertainers, the Giant Colored 
Quartette, and the Temple Male Quartette, each 
group presenting the musical entertainment in suc­
cessive three-day sessions. In addition to these, 
Vawter featured eminent lecturers, moving pic­
tures, and entertainment by Edwin M. Brush, 
Magician. A joint debate on the fourth day pitted
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Judge Martin J. Wade against Congressman J. 
Adam Bede on the subject: “The Political Issues 
of the Day.”

The year 1904 might therefore be said to usher 
in the golden era of Circuit Chautauqua in Iowa. 
The Midland Circuit of Des Moines opened in 
1905 and the Western Redpath Chautauqua was 
organized in 1908. By 1916 a score of Circuits 
had been established in the Middle West to com­
pete for community favor.

Chautauqua Talent
An almost incredible amount of “Talent” was 

made available to Iowa communities by the Chau­
tauqua Circuit. The quality of the program varied, 
of course, depending on the size of the budget 
available. The stream of notable Chautauqua per­
sonalities — lecturers, musicians, actors, jugglers, 
and magicians — would read like a veritable 
“ Who's Who in America.” Popular Iowa states­
men such as Albert Baird Cummins, Jonathan 
Dolliver, William S. Kenyon, George G. Wright, 
and Lafayette Young vied with such political 
luminaries as Uncle Joe Cannon, Champ Clark, 
Ignatius Donnelley, Irvin I. Lenroot and Robert 
M. LaFollette. Outstanding clergymen appeared 
upon the Chautauqua platform — S. Parks Cad- 
man, Newell Dwight Hillis, Rabbi Emil Hirsh, 
Bishop Edwin Hughes, Reverend Sam Jones, and 
the incomparable Billy Sunday — to mention a 
few. Of bands, orchestras, quartettes, glee clubs,
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and solo artists, there seemed to be no limit. One 
of the most famous Chautauqua male quartets was 
the Weatherwax brothers of Charles City, Iowa.

At Cherokee between 1907 and 1931 there were 
no less than 101 different musical groups. Among 
those appearing the most popular was Bohumir 
Kryl’s Band, which appeared five times in Chero­
kee. Jackson’s Original Virginia Jubilee Singers, 
Dunbar’s Quartette and Bell Ringers, the Music 
Makers Quartette, the Thavius International 
Band, and Vierra’s Royal Hawaiians each de­
lighted Cherokeans twice. During this same period 
Captain Richard P. Hobson lectured on three oc­
casions while encores at Cherokee were made by 
Dr. F. G. Smith, Dr. William Edgar Geil, W. I. 
Nolan, William Jennings Bryan, Governor J. 
Frank Hanly of Indiana, Dr. Frank W. Gun- 
saulus, Opie Read, John A. Gray, Paul S. Die- 
trick, Dr. James L. Gordon, and Julian B. Arnold. 
A total of 131 different lecturers faced Cherokee 
audiences. Between 1907 and 1931 fully fifty- 
three different entertainers appeared on the Chero­
kee Chautauqua, the most popular of whom seem 
to have been Alton Packard, cartoonist; Joseph 
Rosani, juggler; the Ojibway Indians and John B. 
Ratio, impersonator. It should be pointed out that 
the failure of some celebrities to return might be 
attributed to a conflict in schedule or inability of 
Cherokee to afford the same expensive “Talent” 
twice.
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Although there were many brilliant stars among 
the Chautauqua speakers of yesteryears, a few 
stand out, not only for drawing the biggest 
crowds, but also, and no doubt as a result, for 
receiving the highest pay. Heading this list were 
such men as William Jennings Bryan, Booker T. 
Washington, and William A. (Billy) Sunday — 
himself a native Iowan. About 4,500 heard Bryan 
speak at Fairfield in 1906. Booker T. Washing­
ton was believed to have drawn 1,000 more than 
Bryan that year. This was said to be the highest 
paid admission for a public speech ever paid in 
Fairfield.

Crusading Women
Although Woman Suffrage was still in the 

offing, there was no dearth of lady orators and 
speakers among the “Talent.“ Mrs. Maude Bal- 
lington Booth, of the Volunteers of America, drew 
a crowd of approximately 5,000 in 1906 — the 
same number as Billy Sunday. “When Mrs. Booth 
was introduced,“ the Fairfield journal of August 
22 records, “the entire audience united in giving 
her a Chautauqua salute (waving of handker­
chiefs). She acknowledged this gracefully with 
a tribute to the Chautauquas of Iowa, saying that 
fin no other place were there more or better Chau­
tauquas or more appreciative audiences/ “ Mrs. 
Booth, who was widely known as 'The Little 
Mother of the Prisons’ throughout the Nation, 
was said by the Iowa City Republican to be 'the
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highest priced woman speaker on the Chautauqua 
platform/ At Iowa City she brought a large and 
enthusiastic audience to tears on several occasions 
by her dramatic powers of description.

Most of the female Chautauqua lecturers had 
achieved their fame as Suffragettes, Temperance 
Crusaders, or Anti-Saloon League Advocates. 
When Carry Nation (whose presence would have 
made any saloon keeper quake) arrived in Iowa 
City in 1910, she found it contained, in addition 
to the State University of Iowa, — twenty saloons. 
For days the citizens of Johnson County had 
looked forward to her appearance in eager antici­
pation. “To many people," the Iowa City Daily 
Press of August 16 declared, “tomorrow will be 
the greatest day in the history of Chautauqua — 
for Carry Nation comes." The following day the 
Press noted :

T h is  is C a rry  N atio n  day , an d  several h u n d red  people 
are  assem bling from city an d  county  to listen to the w ords 
of th is rem arkable w om an, w hose public speeches are  in ­
teresting  to m any w ho a re  opposed to her view s or m eth ­
ods, personally .

Iowa Citians were prepared for Carry Nation’s 
visit by a dispatch from Cedar Rapids carried in 
the Iowa City Republican of August 16, 1910.

C arry  N ation  raised  particu lar C ain  a t the  M ontrose  
H otel in C ed ar R apids S unday , and  gained much publicity 
thereby  am ong the peaceful an d  bibulous P a rlo r C ityites.

F irs t shot ou t of the box, C a rry  asked  if there  w as a bar
FaTÉI

in connection w ith the  hotel.



“ F irs t doo r to  y o u r righ t, dow n the  co rrid o r,” said  the  
clerk.

C a rry  d id n ’t fa in t, n o t she. S he felled the  clerk  w ith  
an  im ag inary  sw ing of her ha tchet, o rd ered  h er b ag g ag e  
taken  ou t of th e  hotel, to ld  the  c igar girl th a t she m ight as 
w ell serve booze as sell tobacco, a n d  inform ed a  young  
m an in the  lobby th a t he w as going to  hell.

T h e n  she decam ped.

When she spoke in Iowa City, the following 
day Carry Nation declared that hell would be 
populated by the following classes: Republicans, 
Democrats, Masons, Smokers, Drinkers.

H e r rem arks abou t the  M aso n s w en t s tra ig h t from  the 
shou lder an d  d rew  forth  th u n d ero u s app lause  from  the  
m asculine portion  of the  audience, w hich w as a t least 65 
p er cen t M asonic .

“ T h e  M aso n s sw ear to  pull out the ir tongues an d  cut ou t 
the ir bow els,” sa id  M rs. N atio n . “ T h e y  go off to  the ir 
lodge a t n igh t, an d  the  L ord  on ly  know s w here  th ey  are  
lo d g in g .”

During the course of an interview with a re­
porter from the Iowa City Daily Press in her room 
at the Burkley Imperial, Carry Nation befriended 
a gigantic dog which had followed the reporter 
into her room.

R eally, you know , the  m ore I see of men, the  m ore I 
th ink  of dogs —  if the  men a re  sm oking c igare ttes o r d rin k ­
ing w hiskey.

I like dogs because th ey  d o n ’t use tobacco or strong  
drink.

T h is  is a sp lend id  dog. I know  he d o n ’t d rink  o r smoke.
I w ish I h ad  him a t my hom e in A rk an sas. I ’d keep him 
all th e  t i m e . . . .
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It isn ’t for me to  say  w h a t I ’m accom plishing. A n ybody  
th a t sees the  w orld  know s. Y ou can tell. People a lw ays 
ask  me w h a t I think. W h a t ’s the  use? T h e y  can see for 
them selves.

I w en t in to  the  w ork , because G od  told  me to go.
I have sm ashed h u n d red s of saloons, an d  have been in 

jail 34 times, fo r the  sm ashing and  one thing an d  an o th er 
besides.

I ’ve spen t 11 y ea rs  in th is crusad ing , an d  there  a re  mil­
lions of good people w ith  me sym pathetically  an d  o th e r­
wise. I know  the cause of tem perance and  prohibition is 
sp read ing  an d  th a t the  w orld  is getting  b e tte r along th a t 
line —  bu t th e re ’s a  lo t left to be done yet.

Chautauqua folks could weather the cyclonic 
attacks of Carry Nation — but there were other 
storms that were not so easy to weather. One 
of the most dreaded scourges of any Chautau­
qua season was the big rain and windstorms 
that frequently tore the Big Tents to shreds, en­
dangering lives as poles came toppling down. At 
one such storm in Iowa City the Big Tent man­
aged to stay up because the ‘'side poles had been 
let down in order that the wind might not belly 
the canvas out from underneath/’ According to 
the Iowa City Republican of August 17, 1908, 
the “Tenters” did not fare so well:

L IN E N  P A R A D E  A T  C H A U T A U Q U A

F an tastic  S igh t Seen L ast N ig h t D uring  
th e  Storm  W h ic h  Blew D ow n M an y  T en ts .

A n  extensive linen p a rad e  w as in evidence during the 
storm  early  this m orning a t the  C h au tau q u a  grounds, for
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m any ten ts  w ere  b low n dow n  a n d  cam pers w ere forced to 
seek  sh e lte r from  m ore fo rtu n a te  neighbors. In the  lig h t­
ning flashes n ig h t-ro b ed  figures could be seen hu rry ing  
a ro u n d  o r s tan d in g  confused  by  the  elem ental fury.

T h e  ten t of A n d rew  H ow ell a n d  w ife w as b low n from  
over th e ir heads w hile they  w ere  asleep, an d  M r. H ow ell 
u sed  his clo th ing a n d  called  for num erous h a ts  to  p ro tec t 
him self an d  w ife  from  the  d rench ing  storm .

T h e  D . C . A bram s ten t w as b low n dow n in the  b la s t 
a n d  th e  occupan ts trea ted  to  an  uncerem onious show er 

b a th .

G eo rg e  R ed d ick ’s ten t suffered, th e  big iron stakes being 
pu lled  up from  th e  g round , a n d  the  canvas settling  dow n 

in a  nice, dam p, clam m y m ass.

Such experiences, as well as descriptions, have 
left indelible memories on many veteran Chau­
tauqua workers and fans.

College Students and Chautauqua

Thousands of college students, both men and 
women, earned their way through school working 
on the Chautauqua circuit.

Howard H. Preston recalls four summers spent 
with the Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua System be­
tween 1913 and 1916. Bom at Battle Creek, Iowa, 
in 1885, Preston spent the first two summers as 
a Property Man followed by two summers as a 
local Manager or Superintendent. Preston was a 
graduate student at the State University of Iowa 
during this period, and was hard at work on a 
book published by the State Historical Society of
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Iowa in 1922 entitled the History of Banking in 
Iowa.

On June 12, 1916, at the beginning of his fourth 
summer in Chautauqua, Preston married Lucy 
Helen Steele in a ceremony performed in Cedar 
Rapids. He was proud of his association with 
Redpath-Vawter—“an Iowa organization — big­
gest and best in the field.“ The circuit he followed 
covered four states — South Dakota, North Da­
kota, Minnesota and Iowa — closing at Griswold, 
Iowa. He gained many impressions and some in­
side glimpses of the administrative aspects of 
Chautauqua but remembered more vividly the hu­
man interest incidents — the “crew,” the “talent," 
a tent blown down and tom in a storm, getting 
essential baggage aboard the Great Northern's 
crack “Oriental Limited," the spirit of the organ­
ization, “the program must go on," and the ca­
maraderie of the Chautauqua folk.

Senator D. C. Nolan’s days as a college student 
on Chautauqua left equally vivid memories.

In the  spring of 1924 a fte r  a sum m er selling W e a re v e r  
alum inum  an d  correspondence courses for the A m erican 
Institu te  of Business, R ay  N ew ton , ow ner of the  U n ited  
C hau tauqua  C om pany of D es M oines, gave me a  job as 
one of his superin tenden ts for the  1924 C h au tau q u a  sea ­
son a t the  very  a ttrac tive  sa la ry  of $25.00 a w eek and  
travel expenses, plus a bonus of $15.00 for every  con tract 
renew ed for the coming year. Ironically, in o rd er to en ­
courage g rea te r effort to secure renew al of the contracts, 
the C hau tauqua  m anagem ent h ad  an  ex tra  superin tenden t



246 THE PALIMPSEST

availab le  to  tak e  th e  p lace of th e  first su p e rin ten d en t w ho 
failed  to  ren ew  a  co n trac t for the  follow ing year.

Leaving C re ig h to n  U n iv ers ity  a  few  days before  the  
end  of th e  school y ear, I w en t to  D evils Lake, N o rth  
D ak o ta , w h ere  th e  U n ited  C h au tau q u a  C om pany  w as o r­
gan ized  an d  given its final reh earsa l befo re  the  opening 
of th e  season . T h e  C h a u ta u q u a  w as  a “ fo u r-d a y ” p ro ­
g ram  for th e  season  w hich requ ired  seven su p erin ten d en ts  
a n d  crew m en to g e th e r w ith  ten ts  an d  o th e r equipm ent so 
th a t th ro u g h o u t th e  season  w hile  four tow ns w ere  being 
p lay ed  ( to  enab le  th e  “ ta le n t” to  w ork  every  d a y )  the  
o th e r th ree  su p erin ten d en ts  a n d  crew s w ould  be tearing  
dow n, m oving on, a n d  se tting  up in the  tow ns ah ead  on 
th e  circuit. A ll of the  o th er su p erin ten d en ts  w ere  school 
su p e rin ten d en ts  o r p ro fessional C h au tau q u a  people. F o r 
som e unknow n reason  I d rew  the  first tow n on the  circuit 
w hich w as Leeds, N o rth  D ak o ta . M y  a ss is tan t w as 
“ S c rip ts” Beebe of Logan, Iow a, w ho  w as a ttend ing  
S im pson C ollege a t the  time.

O u r  p rog ram  on U n ited  C h au tau q u a  in 1924 w as a 
routine. T h e  “ first d ay  p ro g ram ” consisted  of music, h u ­
m orous lectu rer, an d  cartoon ist; the  “second d ay  p ro g ram ” 
consisted  of an  a fte rn o o n  of music an d  a lecture, an d  the 
evening p rogram  w as th e  p resen ta tion  of the  p lay  “ P eg - 
O -M y -H e a r t” ; th e  “ th ird  d ay  p ro g ram ” consisted  of an  
a fte rn o o n  lecture, in strum en ta l music, an d  vocalist, and  
the  evening p rog ram  w as m ade up of a  full m usical p ro ­
gram ; th e  “ fourth  d ay  p ro g ram ” consisted  of acts of m a­
gicians for en te rta inm en t of the  children  an d  also an  in ­
sp ira tional an d  educational lecture in the  afternoon , and  
the  evening program , w hich closed the  C h au tau q u a  for 
the  tow n  th a t y ear, w as th e  p resen ta tion  of the p lay—  
“ T h e  B ubble.”

B ank failures h ad  stru ck  the  D ak o tas  in the  1920’s and  
as the  C h au tau q u a  w as m ainly for sm all tow ns, m ost of



the people in th e  D ak o tas  w ere  living off of the ir “p ro ­
duce’ ’ checks. I w as su re  th a t m y association  w ith  the 
C h au tau q u a  w ould  term inate  a t Leeds, b u t a f te r  much 
effort I got the  co n trac t renew ed  w ith  b are ly  enough time 
left to  get to m y n ex t tow n of H u n te r, N o rth  D ako ta , for 
m y opening n igh t.

T h e  circuit covered by  the  U n ited  C h au tau q u a  in the 
sum m er of 1924 com m enced a t Leeds, N o rth  D ako ta , cam e 
dow n across N o rth  an d  South  D ak o ta , across sou thern  
M inneso ta , up th rough  cen tra l W isconsin , an d  into the 
upper peninsula of M ichigan , dow n the  east shore of Lake 
M ichigan , an d  finished in n o rth e rn  Ind iana. I had  tw o 
tow ns in N o rth  D ako ta , th ree  tow ns in South  D ak o ta , tw o 
in M inneso ta , th ree  in W isco n sin , one in the  upper pen in ­
sula of M ichigan , tw o on th e  east coast of Lake M ichigan , 
an d  one in n o rth e rn  Ind iana. T h e  superin tenden ts  and  
their crew s traveled  by  ra ilroad  because of the  long jum ps 
betw een their respective tow ns, w hereas the  ta len t traveled  
by  autom obile because of the  relatively  sh o rt d istance to 
the  nex t tow n on the  circuit.

Chautauqua in Western Iowa

Chautauqua was as commonplace in western 
Iowa as it was in the eastern section of the Hawk- 
eye State. Senator D. C. Nolan recalls his first 
Chautauqua experiences in Panora and later at 
Guthrie Center. Dean Bruce E. Mahan was in­
troduced to Chautauqua while a lad in Bedford. 
As a youth he was deeply impressed with the 
splendid setting and programs of the Clarinda 
Chautauqua which he felt was outstanding in 
southwestern Iowa. Storm Lake tried without suc­
cess to establish its first Chautauqua at Elm Park

CHAUTAUQUA VIGNETTES 247
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prior to 1903. Success finally crowned their efforts 
when the Reverend W. J. Carr of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, aided by three other enterpris­
ing citizens, organized the Storm Lake Chautau­
qua and held the initial meeting at Shady Park in 
1903. This was said to be the first Chautauqua 
in Northwest Iowa and proved a great success. 
Among the many lecturers heard at the Storm 
Lake Chautauqua were William Jennings Bryan, 
Robert LaFollette, Booker T. Washington, Billy 
Sunday, and John Vance Cheney. So popular was 
the Storm Lake Chautauqua during its heyday 
that the Assembly Grounds resembled an “army 
camp“ with as many as two hundred families 
tented down for the sessions. The auditorium it­
self was said to hold at least two thousand people.

Storm Lake's bustling neighbor — Cherokee — 
refused to be eclipsed by her rival. Although 
Cherokee did not have a lake, she did have “beau­
tiful Fountain House grounds and Riverside Park“ 
located at the edge of the city. The first Cherokee 
Chautauqua was held in 1907 with gratifying suc­
cess. The following year, in 1908, Cherokee spent 
“almost $3,000“ for “Talent“ alone. “We heard 
a great many complimentary things about last 
year's program," the officers declared, “but we 
feel that the coming program is stronger." Among 
the luminaries in 1908 Cherokeans heard:

Captain Richmond P. Hobson, “The American 
Navy"
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Dr. S. Parks Cadman, "Lincoln”
Sylvester A. Long, "Lightning and Tooth- 

Picks”
Governor Albert B. Cummins, "The Trusts and 

Representative Government”
Dr. Nacy McGee Waters, "Daniel Webster” 

and "Young Man’s Religion”
Congressman David A. DeArmond (Missouri), 

"Through the Eyes of a Stranger”
In addition to outstanding speakers, the Chero­

kee program of 1908 featured Rosani—the Piince 
of Jugglers; Alton Packard—cartoonist, humorist, 
satirist; the Lyric Glee Club—hailed as the "best 
male quartette” on the Chautauqua platform; and 
the Virginia Jubilee Singers—back for a return 
engagement at Cherokee. Finally, the Royal 
Hungarian Orchestra had been secured for the 
entire ten days, an "expense rarely assumed” by 
Chautauqua boards. According to the program, 
the Royal Hungarians comprised "one of the fin­
est” orchestras in the country. "Several have been 
connected with the greatest symphony orchestras 
in the United States and Europe. This is the or­
chestra that won the first prize medal at the 
famous Columbian exposition.” The Cherokee 
Chautauqua Board felt these performers alone 
were worth the price of a season ticket.

Columbus Junction Chautauqua 
In 1905 Columbus Junction was a flourishing 

town of 1,200 located at the junction of the Chi-
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cago, Rock Island and Pacific, and the Burling­
ton, Cedar Rapids and Northern railroads. Co­
lumbus Junction thus had unsurpassed facilities 
for shipping and travel, there being over twenty 
passenger trains daily. Firmly entrenched in a 
rich farming country below the junction of the 
Iowa and Cedar rivers, Columbus Junction was 
truly an ideal place for a Chautauqua. Frequent 
railroad service made it possible for Chautauqua 
superintendents and 4‘talent’' to move easily from 
one location to another.

Chautauqua that flourished in Iowa prior to 
1910 must be identified with the horse and buggy 
days and the iron horse. Transportation was pri­
marily by train, both for the “talent” and the 
heavier rolling stock—tents, chairs, stage scenery, 
etc. That such transportation was adequate is at­
tested by the handsome 32-page Official Souvenir 
issued by the Columbus Chautauqua in Columbus 
Junction in 1905.

Looking backward to its beginnings four years 
previously, the Official Souvenir of 1905 declared:

D uring  th e  four seasons of p rogram s, th ere  has never 
been  a  tim e w h en  the  outlook w as d iscourag ing . . . . T h e  
com m unity  as a w hole  for miles abou t lends every  a ss is t­
ance  to  th e  m anagem ent an d  the  m anagem ent w orks as a 
unit. A s the  g re a t C h au tau q u a  in N ew  Y ork  takes p ride 
in being th e  m other of so m any  successful C h au tau q u as, 
so the  C olum bus C h au tau q u a  takes p ride  in being con­
sidered  the  o rig in a to r of th e  C h au tau q u a  idea in so u th ­
easte rn  Iow a an d  th e  d irect cause for so m any sister in sti­



tu tions. T h e  aim  has a lw ays been to  give the  very  best 
in the  w orld  of th o u g h t th a t it w as possible to  secure, and  
denom inational lines an d  political d istinction  have been 
d isregarded  entirely . T h e  C h au tau q u a  in tim e will try  to 
establish  w ell-rounded  courses of s tu d y  so th a t teachers 
and  o thers m ay spend  a vacation  en joyab ly  an d  a t the 
sam e tim e get in re tu rn  valuab le  a id  in the ir w ork. E very  
y ea r sees the  w hite  ten ted  city  on th e  Iow a bluffs grow ing 
larger, an d  the  1905 assem bly  h as  su rp assed  all form er 
records.

Among the notable speakers at Columbus June- 
tion in 1905 were Governor Robert LaFoliette, 
William Jennings Bryan, Dr. George E. Vincent, 
and Professor P. G. Holden. Lighter entertain­
ment was provided by Cartoonist Alton Packard 
and A. W. “Sunshine“ Hawks. Music was pro­
vided by the Dunbar Quartet and Bellringers and 
the Williams Jubilee Singers. The American 
Vitagraph, by Frederick Held of Brooklyn, was 
featured the first two days but probably no one 
dreamed in 1904 that this would one day be a po­
tent factor in causing the decline of Chautauqua.

The Albia Chautauqua
The Albia Chautauqua Association published 

an impressive 36-page “Home-Coming Booklet“ 
for its Seventh Annual Assembly held August 9- 
16, 1911. In his Foreword the secretary of the 
Association, Fred Townsend, declared the book­
let was “solely of a public nature, keeping out all 
private advertisements.“ He urged readers to par­
ticularly write friends and “old timers“ to attend
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Home Coming Day on August 10 when the Hon­
orable Lafayette Young would be the principal 
speaker. There followed a brief history of Iowa, 
the story of Kishkeekosh County, a short history 
of Albia, and a kaleidoscopic summary of churches, 
schools, the public library, and business, profes­
sional, and political men associated with the city, 
county, and state government. Over sixty pictures 
made the booklet an attractive keepsake.

Ambitious Albia did not limit itself to the usual 
chautauqua tent, but had constructed an “Audi­
torium“ with a seating capacity of 2,000 at the 
City Park. “Chautauqua patrons and visitors,“ 
it was pointed out, “need not fear rains and 
storms, for they will be protected by a commodi­
ous and substantial building and be safe and se­
cure from inclement weather.“

The Albia Chautauqua Association was organ­
ized in the winter of 1904-1905 for the purpose 
of giving the people of Monroe County an “an­
nual opportunity of seeing and hearing the best 
lecturers, musicians, and entertainers in the coun­
try. In spite of three “hard luck“ years (induced 
perhaps by the panic of 1907) the Association 
had “kept moving ahead“ and in 1911 was out of 
debt and in excellent working condition. It was 
believed that the Albia Chautauqua could be 
“maintained for many years and be a permanent 
source of profit and pleasure to cur people.“

The program in 1911 was an unusually good
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one, featuring Champ Clark and Billy Sunday 
together with a half dozen recognized speakers. 
In the amusement line, the program listed Rosani, 
the “celebrated” juggler, Norton’s Band, the 
Mile. Cage Concert Company, and the Eureka 
Glee Club. Arrangements had also been made 
with J. E. Benton, owner of the Scenic Theater 
in Albia, to show movies on every night except 
Sunday. The Scenic itself would be closed during 
Chautauqua week.
M ost of the  citizens of A lbia know  the quality  of the pic­
tu res show n a t the Scenic, th a t they  a re  a lw ays of the 
h ighest class, an d  will app rec ia te  the  public sp irit show n 
by M r. Benton.

Vawter Salesmanship at North English
The magical growth of the Vawter Chautauqua 

is revealed in a letter by Keith Vawter to the peo­
ple of North English in 1913:
D ear Folks:

T h is  is our first y ea r in your com m unity. Y ou m ay not 
know  very  much abou t our kind of C h au tauquas. Y ou 
m ay no t realize how  much time, labor an d  m oney w e are 
spending to m ake your C h au tau q u a  a big success. T im e 
and  a trial will prove our sta tem ents.

O pera ting  C h au tau q u as is our specialty . W e  m ade our 
first experim ents (costly  ones, too) in circuit C h au tau q u a  
ten years ago. W e  a re  ve terans now. E xperience has 
tau g h t us just w h a t a re  the  correct th ings to do. W e  have 
m ade possible a really  good C h au tau q u a  in a small tow n. 
T h is  is our seventh  consecutive season in a  large num ber 
of the best tow ns in M inneso ta , Iow a and  M issouri.
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Y o u r C h a u ta u q u a  will be a  g rea t success if a good p ro ­
gram  a n d  p ro p er ad v ertis in g  will m ake it so; b u t p rogram  
an d  advertis ing  a re  on ly  th e  beg inn ings of a successful 
C h au tau q u a . It takes local boosting , a n d  you, d ea r folks, 
m ust do  th e  local boosting . B y boosting  I m ean th a t you 
begin  rig h t now  to ta lk  the  th ing  to y o u r neighbors; tell 
them  you a re  going to  a tte n d  on a season  ticket an d  th a t 
you  w a n t them  to  en jo y  th e  w hole  th ing  w ith  you. T e ll 
ev ery b o d y  th a t th e  p rog ram  is superb  clear th rough  an d  
th a t th ey  c a n ’t afford  to miss a single num ber. T a k e  m y 
w o rd  for the  p ro g ram  now . It w ill tak e  care  of itself la ter.

W e  w a n t y o u r C h au tau q u a  to be one of the  very  best 
of the  sum m er. Y ou help us get ou t th e  folks an d  w e will 
do th e  rest. W d l  you do it? I hope to m eet you face to 
face a t  C h au tau q u a  an d  w e will then  know  th a t w e a re  
bo th  good fellow s.

C ord ia lly  yours, 
Keith V awter

The enthusiastic Vawter was as good as his 
word as the attractive five-day program of 1913 
attests. Four dynamic speakers — Governor Rob­
ert S. Vessey, Albert L. Blair, journalist, Chap­
lain W. H. Lougher, and George R. Laid, an 
authority on George Washington, lent variety and 
inspiration to the audience. On the musical side, 
Vawter presented the Mendelssohns—a versatile 
male quartet, and Ruthven MacDonald— “by 
common consent Canada's greatest baritone.“ In 
addition, the 1913 program presented the Dunbar 
Singing Orchestra and Victor’s Italian Band — 
composed of “twenty-two finished artists.”

In his 1913 Chautauqua program Vawter em-
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phasized that he was presenting “everybody's 
Chautauqua" for North English, and not con­
ducted in the “exclusive interests of any society, 
faction or class."

T H IS  IS A  C H A U T A U Q U A . It is no t a cam p-m eet­
ing, a  teach e r’s in stitu te  nor a vaudeville  show . But it 
com bines the  best elem ents of m odern  th o u g h t an d  up to 
the m inute en terta inm ent, bo th  m usical an d  literary . E very  
person in the  com m unity, w h e th er he likes deep th o u g h t 
o r sim ply en terta inm en t for the  m om ent, will find it here. 
W h e th e r  he enjoys classical o r popu lar music, he will get 
much in every p rogram  th a t will m ake him g lad  he is alive 
an d  able to  be presen t.

As superintendent of the North English Chau­
tauqua in 1913 Keith Vawter had selected H. L. 
Jordan, a man with rich experience who knew 
Chautauqua’s needs and would take pleasure in 
arranging for them.

“Mr. Jordan is here for the good of the cause," 
Mr. Vawter assured his readers. “Call on him 
freely for any assistance you may require that 
will add to your pleasure and comfort. He will 
be found always on the job, painstaking and cour­
teous. The business men will find him a keen 
young man, full of honor and always on the 
square."

In his program Keith Vawter gave proper em­
phasis to the children’s program — always an at­
tractive feature of any Chautauqua. In 1913 the 
children were to be organized according to the 
“Seton Indian work’’ into two tribes.
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Ind ian  nam es a n d  d ress will be ad o p ted  an d  the  Ind ians 
of J. F en im ore  C ooper of L eather-stock ing  fam e will be 
tak en  as th e  type. H o n o r, fa irness, courage, clean living 
will be em phasized . In te restin g  legends of the H iaw a th a  
ch a rac te r w ill be told.

T h e n  th e re  will be th e  Ind ian  songs an d  gam es, bow  
an d  a rro w  practice, ou t of door jau n ts , n a tu ra l h is to ry  ob ­
servations, hea lth  ta lks, w a r  w hoops an d  a m erry  lot m ore 
to  fill the  young  h ea rts  to th e  brim  an d  pu t the  rosy  blush 
of health  in th e  cheeks.

E v ery  child  betw een  the  ages of 6 to  14 is eligible. T h e  
on ly  requ irem en t is th e  ow nersh ip  of a reg u la r ch ild ’s sea ­
son ticket w hich will also  be good  a t  all sessions.

Two years later, in 1915, the North English 
Chautauqua featured “Playground Ball“ for boys 
and girls with special honors being awarded to 
those who excelled in the following “stunts“:

B ouncing a R ubber Ball 100 T im es W ith o u t a  M iss.
B asket Ball T h ro w in g  (tw o  ou t of six tr ia ls ) .
A n  A ll U p  Ind ian  C lub  Race.
H a n d  S tan d .
T h e  M a s te ry  of P lay ing  T w e n ty  G am es.
60 Y a rd  D ash  in N ine  Seconds.
R unning  H igh  Jum p.
Rolling a H oop  a  F u ll Block.
A bility  to  T ie  F o u r K inds of K nots.
C lean ing  the  T e e th  E very  D ay .
S w atting  25 F lies E ach  D a y  of C h au tau q u a .
M ak ing  a P a p e r  D rink ing  C up.
N am ing  five B irds, five T rees , five F low ers, etc.
P lay ing  a com position on the  piano.

Lest the children at North English should think 
the program would end with the above Mr. Vaw-
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ter assured them there would be many more events 
— and that all should be ready for the “grandest 
time yet.”

One can gain some idea of the salesmanship in­
volved in selling chautauqua from the brochures, 
or official programs, which were issued by com­
peting circuits each year. These programs varied 
in number of days and the “talent,” depending 
upon the size of the community and the amount 
of money invested in chautauqua, and the period 
when they were issued. Thus, the official Chau­
tauqua programs were far more impressive during 
the heyday of chautauqua than those issued dur­
ing the declining years. The program issued by 
the Midland Chautauqua Circuit of Des Moines 
for the Knoxville Chautauqua of 1920 was a large 
twenty-page brochure containing over thirty 
pictures of the “talent” engaged. This program 
stands in sharp contrast with the more modest 
White & Brown Chautauqua program issued for 
Knoxville in 1925, and the still more modest leaf­
let issued when Knoxville shifted to Loar's Inde­
pendent Chautauqua Company between 1926 and 
1930. The latter dates represent the period when 
Chautauqua was virtually dead, relatively few 
Iowa communities boastinq Chautauqua after
1930.

C. W. Wassam — the Oral Cyclone
One of the most popular and busiest lecturers 

in Iowa was Professor C. W. Wassam at the
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State University of Iowa. Dr. Wassam appeared 
on the chautauqua platform for fourteen years be­
tween 1914 and 1928, during which time he made 
1,100 addresses in twenty-five different states 
ranging from Michigan, Ohio, and Tennessee in 
the east to Washington, Oregon, and California 
in the west. Fully 219 of these 1,100 talks were 
delivered in Iowa, 143 of them in the four years 
— 1914-1917. Although he lectured in Iowa in 
seven other years, the tremendous popularity of 
this “oral cyclone’' who spoke with the rapid-fire 
of a gatling gun, forced him to accept engage­
ments in many other states. He concentrated, 
however, on the Midwestern states — Missouri, 
Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, Minnesota and 
Illinois — perhaps to remain close to his family.

Professor Wassam’s most popular  lectures 
were “The Secret of Power’’ and “The Stuff that 
Wins.’’ In the former he emphasized that strength 
was always greatest where the strain was greatest 
and the greatest weakness was at that point where 
there has been the least strain. He elaborated and 
illustrated these points in his lecture for more than 
an hour.

E v ery  m an has som e w eak  spo t in his m akeup. Some 
have m ore th an  o thers. In o rd e r to  be fit for a  com m and 
of g rea t pow er, w hich is the  h eritage  of m an, those w eak  
places m ust be discovered an d  m ade strong . In the ba ttle  
of life the  o ther fellow  is search ing  for y o u r w eaknesses. 
R em edy them  in o rd er th a t th ey  do no t crack un d er the  

stra in .



O n e g rea t trouble  w ith  us to d ay  is the  fact th a t w e a re  
try ing  to  live too m any days in one. H av e  faith  in y o u r­
self. Live one d ay  a t a  time. Y ou co u ld n 't do an y  m ore
no m atte r how  h a rd  you tried . T a k e  one problem  in hand  
a t a  time.

D o n ’t sh irk  the  h a rd  th ings in life. Y ou will have to 
face th a t problem  you have been pu tting  beh ind  you sooner 
or later. It is inevitable. B olster up y o u r w eak  spot and  
go to it.

In seeking th a t control of pow er, above all you m ust 
have optimism. F o rg e t henceforth  to rep ea t in y o u r con­
versation  th a t tim es are  bad  or th a t business is ro tten . Y ou 
can ’t m ake it an y  b e tte r by  w earing  a long face an d  I 
know  you can get b e tte r resu lts th an  b y  looking ro tten  
yourself.

The popularity of this human dynamo is at­
tested by the fact that he was called upon for 
return engagements in seventy-five different com­
munities in seven states.

Peter Janss and University “Talent"

In 1962 Peter W. Janss, well-known Des 
Moines attorney, recalled with enthusiasm his ex­
perience in 1925 with White & Brown Chautau­
qua of Des Moines while a student at the Uni­
versity of Iowa. The White & Brown circuit was 
made up of two or more groups following separate 
schedules of locations. The territory embraced a 
far-flung area covering Missouri, Kansas, Okla­
homa, Texas, and North Dakota and South Da­
kota. Harvey Carter, now an attorney in Allison, 
played with Peter Janss in "Friendly Enemies."
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The plays given by another White & Brown Cir­
cuit during the six-day session in Knoxville in 
1925 were “The Nervous Wreck" and “The 
Fool." Although the expense of presenting Chau­
tauqua programs in such a vast empire was im­
mense, it should be pointed out that there was no 
dearth of college and university faculty, as well 
as the more gifted college students — singers, 
players, musicians — who were eager to partici­
pate in what was to them a thrilling lark that car­
ried them from one new community into another.

This was a period when a five-day, forty-hour 
week was unheard of, and transportation cost was 
at a minimum. As Peter Janss relates:

T h e  n ex t y ea r H a rv ey  C a rte r, M a rg a re t B lackburn  an d  
I, along w ith  o th er people from  A lb e rt Lea, M inneso ta , 
form ed a com pany w hich p layed  a show  en titled  “ T h e  
B ubble” on S w arthm ore  C h au tau q u a  ou t of S w arthm ore, 
P ennsy lvan ia . T h e  p lay  w as w ritten  b y  the C h au tau q u a  
o w n e r’s son an d  you  can guess its quality  . . . b u t w e 
rew ro te  it as w e w en t an d  h ad  a lot of fun. I d o n ’t know  
w h e th e r our aud ience en joyed  it o r not. T h a t  y ea r w e 
traveled  all the  w ay  from  N ew  Y ork  to  P ennsy lvan ia , 
V erm on t, N o rth  an d  South  C aro lina, and  p a rts  of W e s t 
V irg in ia  an d  K entucky, if I rem em ber correctly . Seven of 
us a lto g e th e r traveled  in an  old h igh-w heeled  C adillac 
touring  ca r an d  a to p -h eav y  F o rd  pickup an d  carried  w ith  
us all of ou r scenery  an d  clothes to move from one stop to 
an o th e r e ither a f te r  the  n ig h t show  or early  the  following 
m orning to be read y  for an  a fte rn o o n  p rogram  the follow ­
ing day. O u r  harrow ing  experiences on m ountain roads, 
leaky ten ts, six row s of w ild-eyed  children  in fron t and



w ind storm s kept us fully occupied a t all times. B ut we 
w ere young an d  w e h ad  a lot of fun.

The Chautauqua in Retrospect
The impact of the “Talent” on the “tenters” or 

“campers” is attested by more than one partici­
pant in those exciting, happy Chautauqua days. 
This was especially true in the smaller communi­
ties. As one enthusiast recalls:

In  1905 the  first C h au tau q u a  held  in V a n  B uren C oun ty  
w as opened in A nderson  P a rk  a t F arm ing ton . A m ong the 
headliners w ere W illiam  Jennings B ryan  an d  S peaker of 
the H ouse [U n ited  S ta tes] C ham p C lark . F rom  this time 
until 1923 C h au tau q u a  w as im portan t in the  to w n ’s calen ­
d ar of y early  events, d raw ing  cam pers from all p a rts  of 
the county  w ho a tten d ed  every  session from the  time the 
m orning program  opened until the  last w ord  of the  evening 
session had  been u ttered . D uring  the  p re -a fte r-p ro g ram  
hours, the  cam pers listened to  the  practicing jubilee sing ­
ers, the  Sw iss Bell R ingers, trios, q u arte ttes , a p a rt of 
C hau tauqua  en joyed  as much as the  form al program s. 
Each y ea r the  F arm ing ton  sponsors journeyed  to D es 
M oines to  the  R edpath  B ureau to select ta len t. T h e  
tw enty-first annual session, the  last, w as held in 1925.

The first twenty-five years of the Twentieth 
Century was marked by a migration of the best 
of music, drama and thought from the larger cen­
ters of population in the United States to the small 
towns and villages of rural America. Chautauqua 
was a main-spring in causing this exodus. Indeed, 
the rich cultural programs of Circuit Chautauqua 
are said to have virtually substituted the electric 
light for the kerosene lamp.
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The bringing of the best of music to smaller 
Iowa communities did much to democratize music, 
resulting in a complete revolution in musical taste 
and appreciation. Is it any wonder that the re­
nowned Walter Damrosch should have declared 
in 1928, after a careful analysis of the request for 
music that had come to him over the years from 
all sections of the country that “Iowa is the most 
musical state in the Union/’ No greater tribute 
could be paid to the Hawkeye State.

The Circuit Chautauqua has also been styled 
as a virtual “Little Theater Movement.” The 
church, the temperance movement and other social 
reforms, all were influenced by Chautauqua. On 
one occasion William Allen White is said to have 
remarked: “The Progressive Party was formed 
from a dozen chautauqua speeches in Iowa and 
Kansas.” Although this was doubtless somewhat 
of an exaggeration, the Chautauqua influence can 
not be ignored. This is especially true when we 
consider the acceleration in the number of com­
munities adopting Circuit Chautauqua after 1904. 
In contrast with the scores of thriving Chautau- 
quas in 1916 are the twenty Independent Chau- 
tauquas comprising historic “firsts” established in 
Iowa prior to 1904. This list was compiled by 
Hugh A. Orchard in his admirable volume — Fifty 
Years of Chautauqua — Its Beginnings Its DeveP 
opments Its Message and Its Life. Thirty-one 
states are included in his list and Iowa stands



second only to Illinois. The town and the known 
date of establishment follows:
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A l b i a ........................ Fairfield  . . .
A llerton  . . . . 1899 F o rt D odge . . . 1903
A m e s ........................ 1904 M alvern  . . . . 1904
A tlan tic  . . . . M ediapolis . . . 1904
C enterville . . . 1904 P ete rso n  . . . . 1897
C larinda  . . . . 1896 S idney  . . .
C lear Lake . . . 1876 Storm  Lake . . . 1904
C olfax . . . . 1895 T am a-T o led o  . . 1903
Colum bus Junction W a sh in g to n  . . . 1903
C reston  . . . . 1904 W a te r lo o . . . ♦

The well-known American humorist -— Opie
Read — had a high regard for the institution in 
which he too won fame. According to Read:

T o  the ru ra lite  it in troduced  the  sta tesm an  an d  the  m agi­
cian, the  n igh tingale  of song and  the  w oodpecker of 
syncopation. H e th a t induces his b ro th er to th ink  has 
given him m ore th an  bread; an d  he w ho b rings the  quiet 
laugh ter of true  hum or, lifts a m ortgage from  the  heart. I 
have seen all that; I have heard  g rea t o rato rs, real philoso­
phers in places w here  the  sw am p frog hushed  his croak  to 
listen. A h, and  pre-em inent is the  fact th a t the  chau tauqua  
is purely  A m erican.

One might continue at length to sing the glories 
of Chautauqua. To many in rural America, and 
Iowa was distinctly rural in its atmosphere, Chau­
tauqua served as a veritable elixir of life. It was, 
indeed, a tonic for the body, mind and spirit and a 
well-spring of inspiration for young people stand­
ing on the threshold of life. Dr. Frank Gunsaulus
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once remarked that sixty-six per cent of all stu­
dents of the Armour Institute of Technology were 
recruited from the ranks of Chautauqua patrons. 
Truly, countless college presidents and captains 
of industry, professors, ministers, lawyers, doctors 
and other professional men and women of this 
generation, could be numbered among the legion 
of Chautauqua enthusiasts of yesteryears.

W i l l i a m  J. P e t e r s e n



SECOND ANNUAL SESSION Supplies for Camping

CHEROKEE

CHAUTAUQUA

ASSEMBLY

The following supplies can be secured at the 
following prices providing they are ordered by June 
20. These prices are for the entire ten days and 
must be paid upon taking possession :

The association will not guarantee to fill orders 
received after June 20, but will do its best to ac­
commodate all. Orders received after June 20 will 
cost the following prices plus the freight or ex­
press :

Wall tent, standard 10x12.................................. $2.75
Wall tent, standard 11x14 ................................  3.25
Wall tent, standard 14x16.................................  4.50
Family compartment tent 10x14, 2-rooms......  5.00
Family compartment tent ^0x18, 3-rooms......  7.50
Family compartmegt tent 12x19, 5-rooms........ 9.00

Floors at cost.
Cots, canvas, single..................................................50 cents
Blankets......................................................................50 cents
Pillows........................................................................ 20 cents
Wood folding chairs ......................................20 cents

CHEROKEE. IOWA

JUNE 26 TO JULY 5 '08
INCLUSIVE

A limited number of the following can be se­
cured if ordered by June 20th :

One burner gasoline stove................................. $ .75
Two burner gasoline stove.................................  1.00
Table........................................................................... 50
Bedstead and springs..........................................  1.25

All orders for supplies and tents should be ’ad­
dressed to L. H. Maus, Chautauqua manager. Pay­
ment should be made upon receiving the goods.

Straw will be furnished free.

Tickets

All persons rooming at the Fountain House or 
camping on the grounds will be required to purchase 
season tickets.

The morning exercises on Sundays are free to 
all. Season tickets are transferable within ^the 
lamily only.

Adult season ticket.............................................. $2.50
Children between 6 and 12.................................  1.25
Children under 6, accompanied by parent, free. 
Adult, single admission, afternoon or evening.. 35c
Adult day ticket, afternoon and evening..........  50c
Child, single admission........................................  15c
Child, day ticket...................................................  25c

This announcement will be mailed to anyone 
making request.




