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THE PURPOSE OF THIS MAGAZINE
T he  P alimpsest, issued monthly by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa, is devoted to the dis
semination of Iowa History. Supplementing the 
other publications of this Society, it aims to pre
sent the materials of Iowa History in a form that 
is attractive and a style that is popular in the best 
sense—to the end that the story of our Common
wealth may be more widely read and cherished.

Ben j. F. Sham baugh

Superintendent

THE MEANING OF PALIMPSESTS
In early times palimpsests were parchments or 
other materials from which one or more writings 
had been erased to give room for later records. 
But the erasures were not always complete; and 
so it became the fascinating task of scholars not 
only to translate the later records but also to 
reconstruct the original writings by deciphering 
the dim fragments of letters partly erased and 
partly covered by subsequent texts.

The history of Iowa may be likened to a pal
impsest which holds the records of successive 
generations. To decipher these records of the 
past, reconstruct them, and tell the stories which 
they contain is the task of those who write history.

PRICE—10c per copy: $1 per year: free to members of Society 
ADDRESS—The State Historical Society Iowa City Iowa
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A Pioneer Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree was introduced in this 
country by the settlers of German descent, who 
cherished the Christmas traditions of their father- 
land. Immigrants from other countries trans
planted similar customs. Thus the Latin peoples 
liked to gather around the ornate manger or creche 
in their churches. Gradually, however, the fitness 
and adaptability of the beautiful tree of gifts as 
the center of the holiday festival became evident to 
everybody. When it was adopted by the Sunday 
Schools as a happy means of rewarding youthful 
piety and an incentive to regular attendance, its 
place as an American institution was secure.

Not until the civic activities connected with the 
World War drew communities together as never 
before, was the value of the community Christmas 
tree recognized. Here was a common symbol of 
unity for all citizens, for rich and poor of every 
race. There was something inspiring in the very 
idea of the lighted tree in a park or public square,
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not planned by a church for its own people, but 
out in the open where all stood together under the 
stars, children of one Father. Folks said, “Why 
didn't we do something of this kind long ago?“

In truth there were community Christmas trees 
in Iowa long before the World War. The pio
neers in Franklin County had one 1868. This was 
not an outdoor celebration, for that would have 
seemed preposterous with snow lying deep all over 
the country, yet it was truly a community tree.

There was not at that time a church edifice in 
the county but there was a substantial stone court
house at Hampton the county-seat, not an unusual 
condition among the newly organized counties in 
Iowa. Herbert Quick, in The Hawkeye dealing 
with this general period, shows how the prompt 
building of courthouses, made easier by the gener
ous taxes assessed upon non-resident land owners, 
not only helped insure the permanence of the loca
tion of the county-seat, but offered decided advan
tages to local business interests.

In the court room on the second floor of the 
courthouse at Hampton the churches of the three 
denominations already represented in that prairie 
village held their services, judiciously taking turns 
in the morning and afternoon on Sunday. This 
could be planned as all three pastors, like most pio
neer ministers, had several preaching stations.



>

A PIONEER CHRISTMAS TREE 383

A group including members of all these 
churches conceived the idea of a Christmas tree in 
the courthouse for everybody. But a serious ques
tion immediately arose. How and where could a 
tree be secured? In all Franklin County there was 
not in those days, as far as any one knew, a native 
evergreen. The nearest railroad station was more 
than fifteen miles away and even if it had been 
closer, little pine trees would not have been 
shipped in by the carload as they are now. Pres
ently, some one remembered that over on the Iowa 
River, eighteen or twenty miles away, there was 
quite a lot of cedar. When the time came, my 
father, the Reverend L. N. Call, volunteered to go 
for the Christmas tree if some one who knew the 
country would go with him. The weather was 
very cold but he and ‘ Deacon Allen Green 
brought back in triumph a great shaggy cedar and 
set it up in the court room.

On Christmas Eve the place was jammed. 
People came from all over the surrounding coun
tryside bringing their children for this wonderful 
event. While that was a long time ago and I was 
only six years old, I can still see that tree, bright 
with candles, adorned with popcorn garlands and 
here and there a red apple. On the branches and 
around the base were mysterious packages and 
bundles. No tree since has seemed so marvelous.
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The children could hardly wait during “the pre
liminary exercises” — singing, Scripture reading, 
and prayer. Those packages might hold anything! 
There was one large china doll with glittering 
black hair and a bright red dress which was an 
instant magnet for the eyes of every little girl.

In later years I asked father what songs were 
sung, for in recalling pioneer days it is rather sur
prising to note how small a place Christmas had in 
the music of church services. Perhaps it was a 
legacy of that suspicion of “holy days” which 
made the Puritans shun even the mince pies of 
English tradition. An examination of the hymnals 
published in the forties and fifties by several de
nominations reveals few Christmas hymns. In one 
book, very generally used in New England during 
the sixties, the only example was “Calm on the 
Listening Ear of Night”, set to music so involved 
that it is not surprising to find that page in the 
much-worn book quite clean. In the hymnal of 
another denomination the words of “Joy to the 
World” were included, though not set to music. 
The Methodist hymnal of 1849 contained a num
ber of hymns on the incarnation and birth of 
Christ, more doctrinal than those now commonly 
used. Later, when choirs and organs appeared in 
Iowa churches, “Joy to the World” set to the tri
umphant strains of “Antioch” was the crowning
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effort of the singers on the Sunday nearest Christ
mas.

It was not only in the music of the churches, 
however, that Christmas seemed forgotten. Carols 
were an even later importation. A prized posses
sion, given me some forty-five years ago by 
Charles Aldrich, is a copy of the Golden Wreath 
published in Cincinnati in the early fifties and, 
as its title page announces, consisting of “250 
Favorite Songs, designed for use by Schools 
Academies and Seminaries". Among them all, 
ranging from “Billy Boy" to “Be Kind to Your 
Mother" there is not a hint of Christmas. It is not 
strange, perhaps, that in all the wide scope of the 
contents of the McGuffey s readers, so generally 
used seventy years ago, Christmas is not men
tioned!

Talking it over with my father, many years 
later, I asked him, “What did they sing?"

“Probably Coronation", he suggested. “They 
would all know the words of that — All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name’."

The Scripture reading, no doubt, was that story 
ever new, read in thousands of churches every 
Christmas: “And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. . . ."

At long last, on that first community Christmas
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Eve at Hampton, came the distribution of presents. 
The committee had provided a sack of candy for 
each child; parents and Sunday School teachers 
had brought other gifts; and there were offerings 
for some of the old and needy. I remember hear
ing my parents tell of the joy with which an aged 
Englishman received a pound of tea, his one great 
luxury.

My little sister and I were each given, in addi
tion to the bag of candy, a “shell-box”, which was 
a favorite gift of those days. It was a little box 
neatly covered with dainty sea-shells and with a 
mirror inside the lid. One of them is still pre
served. When I tried to explain its value to my 
little granddaughter, she remarked, “Oh yes, 
something like a compact.” And I reflected that 
we shouldn't have known what she meant by a
“compact”.

After the presents had been distributed, a pro
gram of recitations and songs seemed appropriate. 
Spontaneously the informal entertainment began. 
Some one recited C. C. Moore's immortal “The 
Night before Christmas” — forerunner of the 
Christmas songs and poems that have followed. 
Yet through the years this simple, jolly poem has 
held its charm, perhaps not less because of the 
smiling interest with which the children watch for 
the haste with which a self-conscious little speaker
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slides over the embarrassing description of Santa 
Claus’s physical proportions. Not so much, how
ever, in these days of few inhibitions among the 
young!

Then one of the men who was managing the af
fair called for some music and lamented that in 
this place where all public gatherings were held 
there was no “instrument” — the general term 
then for a piano, melodeon, or cabinet organ. 
Lacking such facilities, he asked “Jim Thompson’s 
girls” to sing something, and the three sisters, 
daughters of a local contractor, obligingly sang 
“The Birdie’s Ball”. Then, having noticed that a 
couple who had just been married that afternoon 
were present, he called for “a song from the 
bride!” With slight hesitation she went forward 
and sang in her clear strong voice:

I saw a young bride 
In her beauty and pride 
Bedecked in her snowy array . . .

This (like many other details of the evening) I 
should not have remembered without the aid of 
my family. As I read the words of the song in 
later years it seemed a rather mournful selection 
for that occasion, for by the end of the first stanza 
when we “see her again” she “has changed her 
white robes for the sables of woe”. But evidently 
the pioneers of Franklin County saw nothing in
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congruous in Mrs. Dana’s pathetic lines as sung 
by that happy girl. The remainder of the evening 
is lost in a vague impression of growing very 
sleepy and being carried out to the sleigh, still 
clutching my treasures.

Last summer I met a lady, probably about my 
own age, who lives at Hampton and, as we re
called the old times there, it transpired that she, 
too, remembered that first Christmas tree. Her 
father, living six or seven miles in the country, was 
one of the many who drove in through the deeply 
drifted roads so that the children might see the 
Christmas tree. Each of us could contribute some
thing to the memories of the other as we recalled 
that evening: I could tell about the songs; she re
membered the sensation caused by a young man 
giving a gold watch to his sweetheart; and we 
both remembered the doll with the red dress.

And we agreed that our “Christmas tree for 
everybody”, with its gifts and “exercises”, would 
seem very crude and simple compared to the elab
orate music and pageantry of present-day Christ
mas festivals. Nevertheless, it probably expressed 
as much or more of the feeling of neighborliness 
and good-will which belong to the day.

Cora Call W hitley



Cheers for the D. & S. C.

How it rains, rains, rains!
Patter, patter, patter!
In a constant ceaseless chatter 
In a misty, muddy spatter —
Falls the rain, falls the rain,
Falls again without refrain.

In dirges similar to the above, editors chron
icled the downpours which had deluged northern 
Iowa for three weeks following the vernal equinox 
of 1861. Nowhere during that time were citizens 
watching the sky with greater solicitude than in 
Cedar Falls. Seven years of waiting for the rail
road were apparently approaching an end. In 
spite of previous deferments and undismayed by 
the incessant spring rains, a ‘ committee of ar
rangements" composed of eight leading citizens of 
Cedar Falls was busily engaged in executing plans 
for community jubilees to celebrate the long antici
pated arrival of the steam cars on the Dubuque 
and Sioux City Railroad, now the Illinois Central.

During the last week of March, 1861, the com
mittee announced to the sixteen hundred inhabit
ants of the town, to settlers in Black Hawk and 
surrounding counties, and to thirty editors of the
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State that Cedar Falls would celebrate "the ad
vent of the snorting iron horse" with two festivi
ties. On the occasion of the first bona fide arrival 
of a train, the committee planned a preliminary 
celebration, which would feature a parade and a 
dinner for the train crew. For the second festival, 
they decided upon a Grand Jubilee to welcome the 
officials of the road and their guests with a more 
elaborate and formal parade, with military salutes, 
a banquet, and a grand ball. The first event be
came history on Easter Monday, April 1, 1861; 
the second and more elaborate ovation occurred 
ten days later on Thursday, April 11th.

Spontaneity and excellent cooperation charac
terized both the anticipation and realization of 
these plans. Everybody seemed to realize that the 
initial arrival of "the iron horse" symbolized the 
end of an epoch of pioneering and the beginning 
of a new era for the Cedar Valley — the end of 
isolation and the beginning of closer contacts with 
the East. Agrarian progress, which prophets as
serted "would sweep in with every gale", seemed 
near at hand. Neither repeated disappointments 
nor the incessant rain could dampen their ardor.

Ever since 1854 the people of Cedar Falls, then 
numbering four hundred, had hoped that the rail
road would soon come. In that year advance 
engineers had surveyed a route across Black
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Hawk County, which passed directly through the 
rival villages of Cedar Falls and Waterloo. By 
1856 the rails had crept westward as far as Dyers- 
ville, seventy miles away. During 1857 the finan
cial depression, as well as the severe winter and 
scanty harvests, checked work for many months.

Hope revived, however, in 1859. Construction 
of the road across Delaware and Buchanan coun
ties was resumed. The rails reached Independ
ence on Sunday, December 11th. By the follow
ing spring regular freight, passenger, and mail 
service was established as far west as Jesup, only 
twenty miles away. News filtered in that the 
company had increased its rolling stock to four 
locomotives, six passenger coaches, and thirty-five 
flat cars.

On March 16, 1860, H. A. and George D. Per
kins issued the first number of the Cedar Falls 
Gazette. In the enthusiasm of their youth and 
that of the community, they congratulated their 
patrons on the "new and extraordinary impulse" 
which the railroad would immediately bring to lo
cal agricultural interests. Not only to the Perkins 
brothers, but to rural and urban dwellers, train 
connections with the East seemed very near; yet 
within two months the editors developed a wari
ness in their utterances. Cautiously they fell back 
on quoted remarks. In a June issue, they stated

»
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that Judge H. H. Hamilton of Dubuque, a director 
of the railroad, had visited their sanctum to say. 
“The railroad is a surety for October.” In July, 
with equal caution, they clipped from the Dubuque 
Herald and printed in very small type a statement 
to the effect that trains might be expected to reach 
Cedar Falls within ninety days. Later the Ga
zette reported that the railroad had set the date of 
arrival for December 1st.

In September, however, hope flared up again 
when engineers surveyed sites for the depot, wa
ter tower, and turntable. Autumn passed but 
brought no trains to Cedar Falls. With drifting 
snows at hand and the Civil War in the offing, 
another railroadless winter set in for Black Hawk 
County.

With spring came good railroad news. Crews 
were laying ties and driving spikes, and construc
tion of the depot had begun. At Waterloo, six 
miles down the Cedar River, trains were already 
delivering passengers at the station and freight at 
the warehouses.

Fully assured that its insularity belonged to the 
past, Cedar Falls prepared to celebrate. Every 
member of the committee on arrangements was 
blessed with initiative and integrity, and all could 
be counted upon to advertise the metropolis and 
to furnish entertainment with all the eclat and dis
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tinction which a prairie town could offer. They 
were Col. William H. Sessions; two legislators, 
A. F. Brown and J. B. Powers; George Secord, 
hotel keeper; G. B. Van Saun, attorney; Edwin 
Brown, mill owner; H. H. Carpenter, merchant; 
and Peter Melendy, president of the Horticultural 
Society. The buoyant enthusiasm of “The Eight“ 
spread to the townspeople and to the rural com
munity beyond. Perhaps the committee’s recep
tion of the iron symbol of progress would have 
been even more elaborate had these boosters 
known that Cedar Falls would remain the end of 
the line until the close of the war, and that during 
those years it would serve as the shipping center 
for farmers a hundred miles to the west and north.

Their first act was to appoint eight subsidiary 
committees, designated as Finance, Decorating, 
Music, Toasts, Salutes, Grand Ball, Banquet, and 
Reception. For each of these except the last, they 
assigned from three to ten aides. For the recep
tion committee, however, they drafted 128 repre
sentative citizens, whose names were officially 
printed in two imposing columns in the Gazette.

Wives and daughters, spinsters and bachelors, 
carpenters and village artists assisted with the dec
orations and plans for the reception. Including 
the members of the band, hotel assistants, and 
marshals, over two hundred men and their wives

t
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were assigned specific duties in the epochal recep
tion of the train crew, and later of the executives 
and official guests of the railroad.

On March 30, 1861, the Gazette proclaimed 
that at five in the afternoon on Monday, April 1st, 
the Dubuque and Sioux City Railroad would send 
its first train into Cedar Falls. A misty rain ob
scured the morning sun on the first of April, but 
the skies cleared somewhat in the afternoon. 
Nevertheless, in spite of the inclement weather, 
increasing numbers of ox teams besplattered with 
mud, smart spring “democrat” wagons, and sad
dled horses lined Main Street and the cross streets 
adjoining.

Late in the afternoon the newly outfitted band
wagon, drawn by two spans of high-stepping 
horses, left the Overman Block for the depot. 
About the partially completed station men, women, 
and children in crude homespun crowded the plat
form or moved down the muddy edges of the right 
of way in order to catch the first glimpse of the 
locomotive as it rounded the bend to the southeast.

“At five-thirty P. M. their anxious desires were 
realized“, observed an out-of-town reporter. “The 
shrill whistle of the locomotive gave warning of 
the near approach of the cars, and the snorting 
Iron Horse came bounding into town as if con
scious of its triumph over difficulties and disap-
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pointments." Editor George D. Perkins declared, 
"The shrill shriek of the approaching locomotive 
tingled the nerves of the excited crowd in such a 
way that a galvanic battery would have been put 
to shame." Not only the school boys shouted but 
men threw up their hats and stamped the platform 
with their muddy boots.

With brakes screeching and steam hissing and 
the bell ringing, Engineer Cawley brought the lo
comotive to a noisy stop. WTen Conductor 
Northup appeared smiling on the open platform 
between the two passenger cars, the crowd broke 
into lusty cheers. Only with difficulty could the 
passengers alight from the cars. Immediately 
young gallants assisted fair lasses up the steps and 
led them down the aisles, while irrepressible small 
boys, somewhat fearful of the hissing steam above, 
tentatively explored the iron wheels and the long, 
triangular cow-catcher.

At a signal from the Chief Marshal, J. M. Over
man, a bugler sounded reveillé. As soon as the as
sistant marshals had ushered the members of the 
train crew into decorated vehicles, the driver of 
the bandwagon turned the horses toward the hotel 
and with pealing strains of lively patriotic airs es
corted the train crew to the American House 
where they were banqueted and toasted for their 
part in making Cedar Falls the end of the line.
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The excitement of this preliminary ovation 
merely whetted interest in the grand celebration 
set for the eleventh of April. No wonder that the 
eyes of local merchants and rural dwellers turned 
often toward the lowering skies. Mud on prairie 
and timber roads would keep farmers at home; 
rain on the new clay embankment would impede 
track laying; floods in Dubuque, Manchester, and 
Independence might at the last moment dissuade 
the guests who had accepted the formal invitation 
from embarking on the excursion train. Even so, 
the daily and nightly downpours were powerless 
to check the zeal of the celebrants. School boys 
and young men made heavy inroads upon the river 
timber. By boat and by ox team they brought into 
the jubilee headquarters in the rooms of the Horti
cultural Society immense quantities of cedar 
boughs. For days before the eleventh of April, 
mothers and daughters wove these evergreens into 
festoons. The greatest care of all was given to 
the building of an immense wreath, resembling a 
mammoth Hawaiian lei. As the crowning event 
of the train’s arrival this was to be thrown over the 
smokestack of the locomotive when in triumph it 
reached the exact end of the line.

A generous share of the evergreens was re
served for a triumphal arch, designed to span the 
railroad track and under which the engine would
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pass to receive its cedar crown. The special com
mittee on decoration not only sanctioned the build
ing of the lei’s frame but to it they artistically at
tached enough colored pennants to secure a corona 
effect. Each banner bore a sentiment or motto to 
symbolize the event and to extol with exuberance 
the railroad, its officers, the guests of the day, and 
the importance of Cedar Falls, soon to become the 
metropolis of the Cedar Valley. ‘Herman Gelp- 
cke, The Fuel and Steam of the D. and S. C. R. 
R.”; “Edward Stimson, Esq., The Tender of the 
D. and S. C. R. R. ; “Platt Smith, The Driving 
Wheels of the D. and S. C. R. R.”; “The Iron 
Horse, The Best Blue Blood of Modern Stock”; 
“Ladies of Dubuque and Cedar Falls, The True 
Moral Conductors on the Great Railroad of Life”; 
“Iowa, The Granary of the West”; and “Cedar 
Falls, The Paradise of the West” were typical of 
the sentiments expressed.

Never had the town been so resplendent with 
decorations. Every lamp post bore festoons of 
cedar. The waiting room of the depot, the Horti
cultural Society headquarters, the banquet room of 
the American House, and the ballroom on the 
third floor of the Overman Block, were all redo
lent with cedar and pine. Framed mottoes, wax 
and hair wreaths, Victorian plaster casts, and oil 
paintings adorned the walls.
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The hotel keepers, Secord and Winslow, had 
ransacked the country for available fowl and fresh 
pork; and had ordered from Dubuque supplies of 
coffee, oranges, and oysters. No more out-of- 
town guests were invited than could be well served 
by the hosts. Necessity limited the number to one 
hundred. G. B. Van Saun, the financial director, 
set out to raise the needed funds by subscription. 
Banquet tickets were sold at two dollars apiece, 
and those for the ball at two dollars a couple. 
With eggs worth eight cents a dozen and butter 
twelve cents a pound, the committee on finance 
was certainly to be congratulated in being able to 
report through the Gazette that all indebtedness 
was paid before the end of April.

In the afternoon at four o’clock on Thursday, 
May 11th, the stage was set for the official recog
nition of the advent of a new era for Cedar Falls. 
In spite of the sunless sky, farm wagons had crept 
into town all forenoon. Although every sprig of 
the cedar festooning dripped rain, the depot 
grounds were crowded with people who had come 
from miles away to participate in the event. The 
cedar arch, firmly supported, curved high over the 
track. Directly across the rails were two cannons, 
designated as the Baby and the Devil Waker, 
whose gunners had been instructed to salute the 
train with thirty-four rounds of ammunition.
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Soon after four o’clock, across the river a quar
ter of a mile away from the depot, the greatest 
procession that Cedar Falls had ever witnessed 
was being formed. At its head on horseback sat 
the Grand Marshal, John Milton Overman. In 
newly furbished suits, in a freshly painted band
wagon drawn by two spans of black horses whose 
heads were caparisoned with plumes and held high 
with check reins, the members of the band sat 
ready to burst into music as soon as Henry Over
man raised his baton. A decorated wagon, bearing 
the “Committee of Eight ”, fell in line immediately 
behind the bandwagon, followed by a second car
rying Mayor J. F. Jaquith and the city council. 
Back of these in a smart democrat wagon sat Shel
don Fox, the Master of Ceremonies and President 
of the Day.

A half block to the south at the corner of Main 
and Second streets, accompanied by their wives, 
the 128 members of the reception committee, save 
those who had been drafted to serve in other ca
pacities, stood ready for marching orders. In the 
excitement of the occasion they were as little mind
ful of the cold misty air as they were of the black 
mud oozing up between the wooden planks, which, 
placed lengthwise, did service for a sidewalk. Be
hind these, space was apportioned to a small army 
of local townspeople, children, and farmers. They
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much preferred to bring up the rear of this caval
cade to taking their chances with throngs already 
milling about the depot, for the committee, believ
ing firmly in community coòperation, had prom
ised reserved standing room along both sides of 
the railroad s right of way for all who participated 
in the parade.

The grand marshal gave the signal; a bugler 
sounded the call to march; the baton was raised; 
the band struck up a lively patriotic air; the driver 
pulled slightly on the reins and the cavalcade 
moved northward, across the muddy flooring of 
the mill-race and river bridges. Presently, with 
the marshal s aid, several hundred people were 
aligned beside the rails with ears strained to catch 
the first sound of the train which was bearing to 
Cedar Falls its honored guests.

Almost exactly at 4:45 the smoke from the loco
motive was sighted. As the engine rounded the 
bend and as the whistle cut the bleak air, a shout 
went up which almost drowned the noise of the 
train and the ringing bell of the engine. Follow
ing instructions, Engineer Cawley brought the lo
comotive to a slow stop just beyond the arch of 
cedar, and the great cedar lei was successfully 
lowered into its place with its crown of colored 
mottoes encircling the smokestack. When the 
marshal signalled the two gunners to salute, the
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children covered their ears with their hands, blue 
with the chill of the April drizzle, but not too 
tightly to ascertain whether the gunners completed 
the toll of the advertised thirty-four rounds.

Meanwhile, the President of the Day and 
Mayor Jaquith had taken their assigned places 
where the excursionists would descend to the sta
tion platform. Through a passage way made of 
cedar-covered ropes they led the official guests 
into the waiting room of the depot where in the 
name of the municipality of Cedar Falls they were 
welcomed by Hon. A. F. Brown. The response 
was made by Herman Gelpcke, the genial presi
dent of the road, who paid high compliments to 
the enterprise, energy, and public spirit of the citi
zens of Cedar Falls, declaring that from it had 
come about all the assistance which the railroad 
company had received in the county/'

While the invited guests were safely ensconced 
in the cedar-adorned, half-finished depot, the mar
shals were reconstructing the parade line by intro
ducing immediately behind the bandwagon a suffi
cient number of decorated wagons to transport the 
officials, their guests, the editors, and the members 
of the Germania orchestra. Again the bugle note 
sounded; the band burst into music; and through 
the gathering April dusk the procession trium
phantly departed for the city.
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At the Overman Block the drivers halted the 
guest carriages. The visitors were ushered into 
the headquarters of the Cedar Valley Horticul
tural and Literary Society on the second floor. 
There they were again greeted, this time by Presi- 
dent-of-the-Day Sheldon Fox and by Colonel 
W. H. Sessions. To these welcoming speeches 
the vice-president of the road, Platt Smith, re
sponded by complimenting the people of Cedar 
Falls for their fine economic support and for the 
promise of abundant produce which the shining 
rails would soon transport from the wide valley of 
the Cedar.

Along muddy paths at the side of darkening 
streets the citizens who were to participate in the 
banquet and ball had made their way to their 
homes from which in festal attire and accompanied 
by their hoop-skirted partners they soon repaired 
to the hotel. At seven the host of the American 
House sent word that dinner was served and the 
guests were led across Main Street to the loaded 
banquet tables. As waiters hurried back and 
forth, the Germania orchestra, imported from Du
buque, played until the toastmaster’s voice sound
ed above the conversation.

The speakers from Cedar Falls praised the offi
cers of the road in the effulgent language some
times adopted by their Rotarian grandsons, and
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in turn the guests extended to Cedar Falls such 
extravagant compliments that a newspaper war 
was precipitated by the rival editor, W. H. Hart
man at Waterloo, who felt that the community 
which he represented had contributed as much to 
secure the railroad as had his neighbors who now 
held the advantage of the end of the line. With 
equally glowing compliments the hosts were con
gratulated on their newly acquired connection with 
the Gulf of Mexico, with the whole of the United 
States, and with the world across the seas, and 
were gravely assured that this present celebration 
“was symbolic of an everlasting union which 
should result in the mutual benefit of Dubuque and 
Cedar Falls.” The extravagant blandishments, 
the abundant food, and the toasts, scintillating 
with their puns about rails and iron horses, assured 
and reassured hosts and guests that the era of pio
neering in the Valley of the Cedar had slipped 
definitely and irrevocably into the past.

At ten o’clock the marshal directed the Ger
mania orchestra to repair to Overman Hall. Up 
two long and narrow flights of stairs ninety 
couples followed the musicians to the ballroom, 
fragrant with cedar and lighted candles and a few 
swaying kerosene lamps. One dance followed an
other in merry succession. Old settlers in Cedar 
Falls used to say that the party which climaxed
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the celebration of the arrival of the railroad lasted 
until sun-up.

One young man, who had served as chief press 
agent for the festival, could not tarry long in the 
ballroom. Instead, he crept down the stairway 
to the editorial rooms on the ground floor, lighted 
a tallow candle, and prepared the copy for his 
brother to set in type for the next day’s Gazette.
‘ The celebration is over,” wrote George D. Per
kins. “We believe every portion of the programme 
has been executed to satisfaction.” He then pro
ceeded to praise the committee and particularly the 
ladies for making the celebration a success.

If time would permit,” he wrote as the faint 
sound of the violins above mingled with that of 
dripping rain outside, ‘‘we might make this report 
much more complete and interesting: but the hour 
of one o’clock A. M. warns us that we must close 
else daylight will find us unable to place it before 
the public. . . . The Railroad is completed, the 
cars running regularly into Cedar Falls, the event 
so ardently wished for, so long expected, yet so 
long deferred, the advent of ‘the Iron Horse’ into 
our city is at length realized, and the ‘Metropolis 
of the Great Cedar Valley and its Tributaries’ is 
bound with iron bands to the great commercial 
marts of the world.”

Luella M. W right
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F ranklin  Scientific Association, meteor 
studied by, 50-55

Franzen, A rthur, m arriage of, 284 
Frederick, L. S., 216 
Frederick, Mrs. L. S., 218 
“ Free T hinkers” , influence of, 12-14 
Frizzell, J . W., campaign expenses of, 

255

From the D urant Papers, 375-380 
F ulton , A. R., A n  Invita tion to Im 

m igrants, 226-242

Galena (111.), settlement at, 2; popu
lation of, 3 ; religious conditions at, 
3-5; m issionary activities at, 7-9; 
visit of Lincoln to, 9 ; dentist at, 120 

Qalenian (steam boat), 115 
Gallaher , R uth  A., The First B ank  

in  Iowa, 103-112 
Galland, Isaac, new spaper of, 124 
Gaylord, Reuben, meteor studied by, 

34-37, 44, 45 
G earhart, Stella, 293 
Gehon, Francis, office of, 106; store of, 

106
Gelpcke, H erm an, 397, 401 
Geneva, sawmill at, 120 
“ Get Off the T rack” (song), 152, 153 
Getty’s P a ten t Metallic Mill, descrip

tion of, 119, 120 
Gibson, Monroe, 123 
Gibson’s Ferry  (A ugusta), 117 
Gilbert and Sullivan, opera of, 179-182 
Gillette, Guy M., nom ination of, as 

Senator, 258 
Gipsey (steam boat), 115 
Girls’ W estern Ju n io r Open T ourna

ment (golf), w inner of, 281, 282 
Glass, Mr., 53, 54
“ Golden W reath” (song book), 385 
Golf, championship in, 281; to u rn a 

m ent in, won by Iowan, 282 
Gooding, W. J ., work of, on Union 

Pacific, 366
Government, provision for, by pioneers, 

143, 144
Graham, Charles H., politics of, 299 
Graham, H. R., 317 
Graham, Jam es H., 318 
Graham, Jam es R., politics of, 299, 

300; pioneer career of, 317-334; b i
ographical data on, 317, 318; m ar
riage of, 317, 318; children of, 318; 
description of, 318, 319; commis
sion of, as postmaster, 323; tavern 
built by, 322; business of, 324, 325, 
326; death of, 334 

Graham. Thomas A., 319 
Graham and Company^ 332 
Grant, Ulysses S., incident of, 355 
Gray, Robert, instruction given by, 353 
Great Maquoketa River, 69, 75 
Greeley, Horace, speech of, a t Iowa 

City, 356 
Green, Allen, 383
Green and Stone, real estate firm, 325 
Greene, Mr., 53
Gregg, Thomas, editorials of. 124 
Grey’s mill (Iow a R iver), 220 
Grimes, Jam es W., office of, 118; men

tion of, 121 
Grimes, John M., 255
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Grinnell, railroad survey through, 303 
Grinnell College, reference to, 12, 32 

(See also Iowa College)
Grist mill, description of, 119, 120 
Griswold L utheran Church, 276

H aefner , Marie, The Capitol at B u r 
lington, 98-102

Haefner , Marie, Rivalry Among the 
River Towna, 160-174 

Haines, Mrs. Ella, 293 
Haines, H arry , 292 
Halden, Berry F., political sp.eech of, 

256, 257; nomination of, as Sena
tor, 258

Hale, Albert, church organized by, 13 
Half-breed iS-act, area of, 78; survey 

of, 79-82
Hall, Billy, golf championship of, 282 
Hall, W. Earl, editorial of, on safetv, 

274
Hambaugh, P . G., 96 
Hamilton, Alexander, son of, 109 
Hamilton, Mrs, Alexander, visit of, in 

Iowa, 71
Hamilton, H. H., quotation from, 392 
Hamilton, William S., lead mined by, 

71 ; office of, 109 
Hammill, John, death of, 273 
Hampton, courthouse at, 382 ; commu

nity Christmas eve at, 383-388 
H arper, George, 300 
H arrim an, Jesse, 158 
H arris, Carey A., 96 
H arrison, Benjamin, inauguration of, 

361
H arrison, George W., survey by, 82, 83 
H art House (Iow a City), 351 
Hartford Homestead, 136 
Hartm an, W. H., comment of, 403 
Haskins, Edward, age of, 270 
Hastings, S. C., 121 
Hawkeye, The, reference to, 382 
H awley, Charles Arthur , Aratus 

Kent, 1-9
H awley, Charles Arthur , Asa 

Turner and the Welsh, 10-19 
H awley, Charles Arthur , Begin

nings of Congregationalism in  Iowa, 
1-30

H awley, Charles Arthur , Congre
gationalism in Iowa City, 20-80 

H awley, Charles Arthur , Jennie  
Shrader, 285-298 

Hearst, Charles E., death of, 273 
Heat, 1936, 248, 251 
Hebard, G. D., pastorate of, 25; bio

graphical data on, 25 
Hempstead, Stephen, 121 
Henry, John E., railroad work of, 369 
Hero (steam boat), ascent of Des 

Moines River by, 116 
Heroine (steam boat), 115 
Herring, Clyde L., candidacy of, for

Senator, 252, 253; election of, 254; 
comment on, 254 

Higgins, H. W„ hotel of, 126 
Higginsport, 117 
Hill, T. 0., 221
Hitchcock, A. B., religious activities of, 

14
Hobert, Norris, sermon of, 122 
Hodges, F. S., recollections of, on 

Union Pacific, 365
H o e l t je , H ubert H., The Apostle of 

the Sunflow er in  the State of the 
Tall Corn, 186-211

H o e l t je , H ubert H., "Nincompoopi- 
ana”, 177-212

H o e l t je , H ubert H., Oscar Wilde in 
the Classroom, 212

H o e l t je , H ubert H., "T h in k  of Faint 
Lilies", 177-185 

Hollis, John, 43 
Horses, pulling record of, 280 
H orticultural and L iterary Society, es

tablishment of, 130
Hot Dog Day, celebration of, 279, 280 
House, George, 302 
House, J . E., 802 
Houses, m aterials for, 240, 241 
Hromatko, Charles, 383 
H ubbard, W. H., 353 
Hudson, Mrs. Elick, heroism of, 274, 

275; mention of, 284 
Hudson, Jean, 275 
Hughes, David, 15 
H untress (steam boat), 115 
Hutchinson, Abby, mention of, 147,

155; dress of, 155; death of, 159 
Hutchinson, Asa, 146, 147, 155 
Hutchinson, Horace, coming of, to

Iowa, 13; death of, 13 
Hutchinson, Jesse, mention of, 146;

death of, 155
Hutchinson, John, mention of, 147;

quotation from, 151 
Hutchinson, John C., pastorate of, 24 
Hutchinson, Judson, 147, 155 
Hutchinson, Robert, 158 
Hutchinson (M inn.), founding of, 159 
Hutchinson Family, songs of, 145, 146; 

causes supported by, 145, 146, 151; 
biographical data on, 146, 147; ca
reer of, 146-159; dress worn by, 155 

H utchinson Singers, The, by P h il ip  
D. J ordan, 145-159 

Huxley, Thomas, 28

I  Am  the Fox (novel), prize won by, 
281

Ijams, William E., pastorate of, 26; 
practical philanthropy of, 28; lec
tures of, 28; meeting of, with Alcott, 
29

Illinois Association, formation of, 10 
Illinois Central Railroad, see also D u

buque and Sioux City Railroad
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Illinois College, founding of, 10 
Illinois Farmer, 136 
Im m igrants, A n  Invita tion  to, by A. R. 

F ulton , 226-242
Im m igration, Iowa Board of, pamphlet 

issued by, 226-242
I n  the L ifetim e of a B u r  Oak, by 

S hirley  Ann  Briggs, 335-342 
Independence, mention of, 145; H utch 

inson Singers at, 1 5 8 ; railroad at,
391

Indian  Powwow (T am a), 279 
In d ian a  Greys, uniform s of, 215 
Indians, attendance of, at theatre, 92;

powwow of, 279 
Indiantow n, 220
Industry , gains of, in 1936, 265-269 
International Detective, Iowa m urder 

in, 282
In ternational Livestock Exposition, 

Iowa w inners at, 279 
Invita tion  to Im m igrants, A n , by A. R. 

F ulton , 226-242
Iowa, surveys in, 78-87; area of, 226, 

227; acreage of, 226, 227; topogra
phy of, 227, 228; trees of, 228, 229; 
coal in, 229, 230; w ater supply of, 
230, 231; agriculture of, 231-233; 
grasses of, 233, 234; stock-raising 
in, 234, 235; m arkets for, 235, 236; 
climate of, 236; seasons of, 236, 
237; effect of homestead law in, 
237; opportunities in, 237, 238; 
cost of farm equipment in, 239; 
building m aterials in, 240; publica
tions in, 241, 242; culture in, 241, 
242; F. D. Roosevelt’s trip  through, 
258; Federal subsidy to, 262, 263; 
farm  income of. 262, 263; living 
standards in, 266; poem on, 297, 
298

Iowa (tow n), 76
Iow a: The Home for Im m igrants, pub

lication of, 226
Iowa Anecdote: Crocker for Governor, 

by J ohn  E ly B riggs, 243, 244;  
Dead Cat Politics, by W alter E. 
K aloupkk, 299, 300 

Iowa Band, 31, 32
Iowa Board of Im m igration, pamphlet 

issued by, 226-242
Iowa City, plats for church groups laid 

out in, 14; Congregational church 
in, 14, 20-30; coming of railroad to, 
20; beginnings of denominationalism 
in, 20, 21; school for deaf and dumb 
at, 28; H utchinson Singers at, 157, 
158; rank  of, in population, 164; 
Oscar Wilde at, 203-207, 212; high 
birth rate  in, 272; railroad survey
ors at, 302, 306; trees around, 335; 
bur oak in, 335-342; first squatters 
near, 336; Territorial capital at. 
336, 337; Fourth of July  celebration

at, 336, 337; development of, 337, 
338; capital removed from, 338 ; 
University at, 338, 339; Stephen A. 
Douglas in, 351, 352; Horace Gree
ley at, 356

Iowa City Congregational Church, New 
England background of, 22 ; first 
pastor of, 22 ; buildings used by, 23 ; 
pastors of, 22-25; reorganization of, 
25; New School Presbyterians in, 
25; building erected by, 25, 26; edu
cational activities of, 25 ; sermon of 
Alcott in, 30

Iowa College, founding of, 12; gift of 
Le Claire to, 13

Iowa D istrict, description of, 66, 67; 
immigration to, 68; opportunities in, 
68-72; rivers in, 69; agriculture in, 
71, 72; professions in, 120, 121; 
newspapers in, 124-126; wild game 
in, 126, 127; climate of, 127 

Iowa D istrict, L ife  in  the, by W illiam  
J . P etersen , 113-127 

Iowa Fine Stock B reeder’s Association, 
establishment of, 130 

Iowa Homestead, publication of, 241 
Iowa in  1936, by W illiam  J . P eter 

se n , 245-284
Iowa News (D ubuque), proprietor of.

105
Iowa River, navigability of, 115 
Iowa School Journal, publication of, 

241, 242
Iowa State College, show cattle of, 279 
Iowa State Safety Council, president 

of, 274
Iowa Stock Journal, publication of, 241 
Ioway Indians, 89 
Irene  (steam boat), 115 
Irish , Mr., 302
Irish, C. W., mention of, 33; article by, 

on meteor, 37, 39, 40 
Irvin, David, office of, 119 
Irving, p latting of. 323 
Irv ing  Institu te  (U niversity of Iow a), 

program  of. 204
Iten, F rank  J., Christmas display of,

283

Jackson County Bank (M ichigan), 
notes of, 110, 111

Jacobsen, B ernhard  M., death of, 273 
Jaquith , J . F., mayor, 399, 401 
Jasper County, weather in, 245 
Jefferson, Thomas, survey plan of, 78 
Jennie Shrader, by Charles Arthur 

H awley, 285-298
Jervis, John B., engineering activities 

of, 368; work of, with railroads, 368 
Jesup, railroad at, 391 
John Deere T ractor Company, business 

increase of, 267
Johnson, Mr., service of, as Methodist 

preacher, 305
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J ohnson , J ack T., Boyhood and 
Youth, 349-356

J ohnson , J ack T., Collector-Histo
rian, Levi O. Leonard, 349-380 

J ohnson , J ack T., Collector-Histo
rian, 364-374

J ohnson , J ack T., Railroads and the 
W est, 357-363 

Johnston, Perry, 220 
Jones, C. D., 17 
Jones, David H., 15 
Jones, Morris, 15 
Jones, R. G., 18 
Jones, Thomas, 15
J ordan, P h il ip  D., The nu tch inson  

Singers, 145-159
Journalism , Pulitzer prize in, 283 
Judd, N. B., 311 
Jukes, Jam es T., 220 
Julesburg (Colo.), as frontier town, 

360; railroad at, 360

Kaloupek, W alter E., The Career of 
a Pioneer, 317-334

Kaloupek, W alter E., Iowa Episode : 
Dead Cat Politics, 299, 300 

Kanesville (Council Bluffs), 305 
Kelm, Karlton, story by, 281 
Kenady, Captain, 116 
Kendall, Nathan E., death of. 273 
Kent, Aratus, arrival of, at Galena, 5, 

7; career of, 6; activities of, 7-9; 
attitude of, toward slavery, 8, 9; 
resignation of, from Galena church, 
9; death of, 9

Kent, Aratus, by Charles Arthur 
H awley, 1-9

Kent, William, weddings solemnized 
by, 271

Keokuk (Ind ian  chief), oratory of, 91, 
93

Keokuk, survey of, 81; mention of, 
114, 117; quotation on, 160, 161, 
162; advantages of, 161, 162; des
ignation of, as Gate City, 162; pop
ulation of, 164, 175, 176; residences 
in, 166; ferry company of, 166; gas 
lights in, 167; business prospects of, 
168; pork packing house at, 169; 
advantages of, 170, 171 

Keokuk and Hamilton Ferry Company, 
boat of, 166

Keosauqua, steamboat at, 116 
Ketterman, Edwin L., 292 
King, John, office of, 105 
King, Mrs. Louisa, seminary of, 121 
King, William B land of, 219 
“King Alcohol” (song), 148, 149 
Kirkwood, Samuel Jordan, Crocker 

supported by, 244 
Kishkekosh (Indian  chief), 91 
Kitson, A., 187, 188 
Kneeland, Abner, activities of. 12, 13; 

death of, 13

Knowles, David, church society organ
ized by, 15

Knupp, Floyd, m arriage of, 271 
Kozta, mail route from, 324 
Kraschel, Nelson G., candidacy of, for 

Governor, 252, 253; election of, 
254; comment on, 254; votes cast 
for, 260

Kuns, E. M., removal of, to Kansas, 
222

Kuns and B runer, sawmill of, 222

Lady Marshall (steam boat), 115
Lnmphier, William, 329
Land of Promise, by W illiam  J.

P etersen , 65-77 
Land office (Iow a City), 319 
Landon, Alf W., trip  of, through Iowa, 

258; meeting of, with Roosevelt, 259 
Lane, Wiley, surveying party  joined 

by, 303, 304
Langworthy, Lucius H., office of, 105 
Larson, Erling, story by, 281 
Laurie, Dr., church of, 91, 92 
Lawson, John, mill of, 120 
Le Claire, Antoine, gift of, 13, 173; 

mention of, 96; opposition of, to 
railroad route, 301, 302 

Lee, Robert E., survey of Rapids by, 
117

LeGrand, 220
LeMars, Hutchinson Singers at, 158 
Lemke, William, visit of, in Iowa, 259 
Leonard, Levi O'., appearance of, 349; 

office of, 349; railroad collection of, 
350, 358 ; biographical data on, 350; 
father of, 350, 351; education of, 
352; telegraphy course taken by, 
353; beginnings of, in engineering,
353, 354; General G rant recalled by,
354, 355; experiences of, as engi
neer, 354-360; connection of, with 
railroads, 357-363; topographical 
work of, 358, 359; public activities 
of, 361; telegraph line operated by, 
361; political activities of, 361; 
p a rt of, in presidential inaugura 
tions, 361, 362; newspaper activities 
of, 361-363; interest of, in railroad 
history, 363; appointment of, as 
Union Pacific historian, 364; as 
Rock Island Railroad historian, 367 ; 
historical research of, 373, 374; pic
tu re  of, facing  349

Leonard, Nathan R., comment of, on 
meteor, 45; astronomical study by, 
49-55; position of, as professor, 
351; residence of, 351 

Leonid shower, account of, 48-59 
Leonid Shower of 1867, The, by B en 

H ur W ilson , 48-59 
Library, Territorial, 74 
Life in  the Iowa District, by W illiam 

J. P etersen , 113-127
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Life insurance, sale of, in 1936, 266 
Lime Creek, mill on, 120 
Lincoln, Abraham, visit of, a t Galena, 

9 ; visit of, in Council Bluffs, 311 
L inn County, meteor in, 33-47 
Linville, Guy P., 254 
Little Brown Church in the Vale, wed

dings in, 271
Livermore, T. A., dental practice of, 

120
Lockwood, Ezekiel, mention of, 89, 

103 ; office of, 105; store of, 126 
Long, W eare, mill of, 120 
Long Creek church, 17 
Louisville Bridge and Iron  Company, 

contract of. 354 
Lower Rapids, survey of, 117 
Lowman, Amanda (Mrs. William By

w ater), 213
L utheran Church, first, in Iowa, 276 
Lyons, 74
Lyons Air Line, survey of, 305 
Lyons Iowa Central Railroad Com

pany, road of, 173

M. and M. Railroad (See Mississippi 
and Missouri R ailroad)

Macbride Hall, 341
McCammand, F. L., gifts of, to employ

ees, 283 ; mention of, 284 
McClellan, General, 158 
McCombs, Mr., 379 
McGregor, Alexander, mention of, 121;

speech of, 123, 124 
McGregor Hotel (D avenport), 67 
McGuffey’s readers, reference to, 885 
McKinley, William, inauguration  of, 

862
McKnight, Thomas H., 110 
M cPherson, Riley, 75 
McVey, J . S„ 333 
Madden, John C., 100, 101 
Magoun, G. F., service of, a t D aven

port church, 14; service of, as Iowa 
College president, 14 

Maholm, John, business of, 382 
Mail service, inadequacy of, 118; early, 

218, 219
Maine Farmer, 136
M ampuweechastah (In d ian  chief).

quotation from, 92, 93 
M anchester Bank (M ichigan), notes 

of, 110, 111
Manning, Edwin 0., 254 
Maquoketa, early settler at, 216; Hot 

Dog Day at, 279, 280 
March, Levi, pioneer, 320 
Marengo, railroad survey through, 

303; mail route from, 323 
M arietta, mail route to, 323 
M arietta Academy (O hio), 286 
Marion Meteor, The, by B en  H ur 

W ilson , 33-47
M arriages, num ber of, in 1936, 271

Marsh, Levi, town platted by, 323 
M arshalltown, church and Bible School 

at, 275
M artin, T. O., 108
M artineau, H arrie t, 149; quotation 

from, 150
Mason, Charles, office of, 118; mention 

of, 121
Massau, Mr., 224
Massau, Amandus, removal of, to K an 

sas, 222
Maybohn, Nick, 250 
M echanics’ Academy (Iowa City), bell 

of, 52; mention of, 341; prim ary 
school in, 352

Mechanics and T raders Bank (C incin
n a ti) , 109

Medical building (U niversity), b u rn 
ing of, 341

Melendy, Peter, agricultural paper 
edited by, 129-142; enterprises of, 
130; verses of, 133-136; mention of,
393

Melodeon, mention of, 387 
Melvin, Eliza (Mrs. John S hrader), 

m arriage of, 286
Messengers from  Space (Comment), by 

J ohn  E ly B riggs, 60-63 
Meteor, The Marion, by B en  HUR 

W ilson , 33-47
Meteors, discussion of, 61-63 (See also 

Leonid shower)
Methodist Church (D ubuque), 122 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Iowa-Des 

Moines Conference of, 276, 277 
Mexican W ar, Ind iana  Greys in, 214, 

215
Michigan, early banks of, 110 
Michigan Southern & N orthern In d i

ana Railroad, builders of, 369 
Middle River, railroad survey along, 

304
M ilitary road, petition for, 168, 169 
Miller, Mark, publication of, 241 
Mills, in Iowa D istrict, 67 
Mills & Co., magazine published by,

242
Mineral region, dependence of, on 

steamboats, 116, 117 
M iners’ Bank of Dubuque, mention of, 

73; account of, 103-112; notes is
sued by, 103, 104, 105, 110, 111; 
creation of, 104; organization of, 
104, 105; first directors of, 105; of
ficers of stockholders of, 106, 107; 
investigation of, 107, 108, 110, 111, 
112; report on, 108, 109, 110, 111; 
description of notes of, 108, 109; 
closing of, 112

M iners’ Free Press (M ineral P o in t), 
editor of, 109

M ining settlement (G alena), 2 
M issionary Society of Connecticut, 

formation of, 1; object of, 1, 2
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Missionary work, Aratus Kent en
gaged in, 7-9

Mississippi and Missouri Railroad, sec
ond survey of, 301-311; term ination 
of, 307; construction on, 310 

Mississippi and Missouri Railroad 
Company, organization of, 173, 301; 
chief engineer of, 301; survey party 
of, 302; connection of, with Pacific 
railroad, 305, 30G

Mississippi River, rapids in, 117, 170, 
171; towns along, 160; bridge 
across, 173

Mississippi River rapids, effect of, 
170; improvement of, 170, 171 

Missouri Fulton (steam boat), 115 
Missouri-Iowa boundary line, survey 

of, 85
Missouri Pacific Railroad, 366 
Missouri Valley, railroad survey in, 

305
Mitchell, John H., nomination of, as 

Attorney General, 257 
Mitchell, R ichard F., defeat of, 254 
Moffet, Levi, mill of, 120 
Monev, distribution of, in Iow'a, 283, 

284
Montana, L, O. Leonard as representa

tive of, 361
Montana Press Association, organiza

tion of, 362
Monticello, By w ater home at, 219 
Montrose, mention of, 117; newspaper 

at, 124
Moore, O. C., Christmas poem by, 386 
Moore, Dorothy, 247 
Moore, Dudley A., 292 
Mormons, W inter Q uarters established 

by, 305
Morong, Thomas, coming of, to Iowa 

City church, 2 2 ; resignation of, 24 
Morris, Robert, 158 
Mosquito Valley, railroad survey along, 

307, 310
Motion picture shows, attendance at, 

278
Mount Pleasant, d istrict court at, 119 
Mullin, Miss, 204 
Municipal governments, first, 118 
Murphy, Louis, death of, 258, 2 7 3 ; 

successor to, 258
Muscatine, mention of, 114, 121;

steamboat explosion near, 116; 
Methodist beginnings at, 122; quota
tion on, 160; advantages of, 162; 
population of, 164, 176; description 
of, 165; trade area of, 168, 169; pe
tition of, for m ilitary road, 168, 169 

Muscatine County, first mills in, 120 
Myers, William, office of, 105

Napoleon, squatters at, 336 
“Negro’s Lament’’ (song), 151 
Nelson, Miss, Indian tribute to, 92

Nevada (Iow a), Hutchinson Singers 
at, 145, 146, 155-157 

New Deal, Iowa newspaper comment 
on, 260, 261

New School Presbyterian Church, 21 
New Sweden Church, membership of. 

276
New York (Clinton, Iow a), 74 
Newspaper, centennial observation of 

first in Iowa, 280
Newspapers, beginnings of, 125-126;

num ber of, in Iowa, 280 
Newton, railroad survey through, 303 
Nichols, M. S., and Company, 332 
Nicholson, W. L., quotation from, 330 
Nicollet, J . N., 89
“Nincompoopiana”, by HUBERT H. 

H o e l t je , 177-212
Nishnabotna River (See East Nishna- 

botna River and West Nishnabotna 
River)

Normal training, in U rbana Shrader 
Academy, 290, 291 

North S tar  (steam boat), 115 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company, 

charter of, 377 
Northup, Mr., 395 
Northwood, weather at, 245 
Nye, Benjamin, mill of, 120 
Nye, Bill, article by, 208, 209

O’Brien, Edw ard J., comment of, on 
American Prefaces, 281 

Officer, Thomas, 311 
O’Grier, M argaret, m arriage of, 271 
Ohio Farmer, 136 
Old age assistance, funds for, 268 
Old Capitol (Iowa City) (See Old 

Stone Capitol)
“ Old Granite State, The’’ (song), 155,

156
Old M an’s Creek, Welsh settlement 

along, 14-19; church at, 15-17; men
tion of, 303

Old School Presbyterian Church, 21 
Old Stone Capitol, mention of, 51; con

struction of, 336, 337 
Olive Branch  (steam boat), 115 
Olson, Edward, accident to, 274, 275 
Omaha (N ebr.), Oscar Wilde at, 195; 

railroad survey at, 306; possibility 
of, as M. & M. terminus, 309 

Open Bible Church, 278 
Osage Indian lands, survey of, 81 
Osage River land (Mo.), price of, 219 
Oscar Wilde in  the Classroom, by H u 

bert H. H o e l t je , 212 
Oskaloosa Congregational Church, pas

tor at, 26 
Otterville, 88
Ottumwa, speech of Knox at, 259 
Overman, Henry, 399 
Overman, John M., 395, 399 
Overturf, Simon, 323

Mi
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Pacific railroad, Iowa connection with, 
805, 806; plans for, 311 

Palm yra  (steam boat), 115 
Panic  of 1857, effect of, 23 
Pape, Oran, death of, 282, 283; men

tion of, 284
Papillion Creek, railroad  survey at, 

806
P arker, Leonard F., class-of, 212 
Parkersburg , Bethel L utheran  Church 

at, 278
P arkhu rst, 67, 117 
Patience; or B un thorne’s Bride  (op

e ra ), 179-182 
Pavilion  (steam boat), 115 
Perkins, George D., newspaper of, 128, 

391; comment of, on railroad cele
bration, 404

Perkins, H. A., newspaper of, 128, 
391, 392 

P errin , Mr,, 302 
P eru  (Iow a), 74, 117 
P eter sen , W illiam  J., Agriculture  

and Industry , 262-269 
P etersen , W illiam  J., Asa W hitney  

in  Ioxva, 343-348
P etersen , W illiam  J., Iow a in  1936, 

245-284
P etersen , W illiam  J „  Land of Prom 

ise, 65-77
P etersen , W illiam  J., L ife  in the 

Iow a D istrict, 113-127 
P eter sen , W illiam  J., The Political 

Scene, 252-261
P etersen , W illiam  J,, The Second 

Purchase, 88-97
P etersen , W illiam  J., The Weather, 

245-251
P etersen , W illiam  J., The Web of 

L ife , 270-284
Pfotzer, Henry, house of, 123 
Phillips, Wendell, 159 
Physics Building (U niversity of 

Iow a), construction of, 341 
Pigeon Creek, railroad survey along, 

305, 307
Pilcher, Joshua, 91, 96 
Pilot Rock, plowing match at, 280 
Pine Creek, mill on, 120 
Pioneer, The Career of a, by W alter 

E. Kaloupek , 317-334 
Pioneer Christmas Tree, A , by Cora 

Call W h it l e y , 381-388 
Pioneer life, incident in, 312-316 
Pioneers, character of, 77; life of, 312- 

316; use of community Christmas 
tree by, 382

P latte  Valley, railroad along, 306 
P leasant Valley, 117 
Plowing match (P ilo t Rock), 280 
Plumbe, John, J r ., plan of, for immi

grants, 70; mention of, 109 
Pogue, Mr., survev partv  joined bv, 

308, 309

Poinsett, Joel R., negotiations of, with 
Indians, 91, 92 ; speech of, 94, 96 

Political campaign, 1936, cost of, 260 
Political Scene, The, by W illiam  J.

P etersen , 252-261 
Population figures, of Iowa river 

towns, 163, 164, 175, 176 
Pork houses, 169 
Porter, Horace, 362 
Post, William, 123
Post offices, names of, in Iowa District, 

117, 118
Postal Telegraph, owners of, 361 
Pottaw attam ie County, election of. on 

railroad bonds, 309 
Powers, J . B., 393
Poweshiek (In d ian  chief), 91, 93;

speech of, 93, 94; quotation from, 97 
Presbyterian Church, F irst General As

sembly of, 1; cooperation of, with 
Congregationalists. 1-9, 21 ; organi
zation of, at Burlington, 12; change 
of, to Congregational, 13; synods of, 
in Iowa, 21, 276

Presbyterian  Church (D ubuque), 122 
Presbyterian Church, New School, 

first Presbytery of, in Iowa, 21 
Presbyterian Church, Old School, first 

Presbytery of, in Iowa, 21 
Preston, heat in, 250 
Price, Clint L., death of, 274 
P rim ary  elections, 1936, 254-256 
Pulitzer Prize, Iowa w inner of, in 

journalism , 283 
Punch, satire  in, 177, 179 
Pusey, W. H . M., 311

Queen of the W est (steam boat), 215 
Quick, H erbert, comment of, on county 

seats, 382
Quincy (111.), Presbyterian church es

tablished at, 10

Raccoon River, railroad survev along,
303

Radcliffe, coal shortage at, 246 
Railroad, transcontinental, plans for, 

343-348
Railroad celebration, at Cedar Falls, 

392-404
Railroads, effect of, 171, 329-331; a r 

rival of, a t Mississippi River, 172; 
plans for, 343-348; construction of, 
172, 173, 357-363; enthusiasm  for, 
390

Railroads and the West, by J ack T.
J ohnson , 357-362 

Rainfall, 1851, 339 
Randalia, snowbanks at, 247 
Rawson, Charles A., death of, 273 
Ray, William G., death of, 274 
Red Cedar Valley, description of, 129 
Red Oak, speech of Knox at, 258, 259 
Redman, founding of. 299, 322, 323;
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post office at, 323; mail service at, 
323, 324; schoolhouse near, 326; 
tornado near, 330; fire in, 331; 
abandonment of, 331 

Reed, Charles D., office of, 250 
Reed, Samuel B.., recoids of, 367; 

work of, on Union Pacific, 367, 369; 
letter of, quoted, 369 

Reilly, Edw ard, letter of, in D urant 
papers, 377

Reilly, William J„  business research 
of, 265, 266

Religion, revival in, 23, 24; in early 
Iowa, 121, 122

Religion, School of (U niversity of 
Iow a), enrollment in, 275 

Reno, Milo, death of, 273 
Republican party, State candidates of, 

in primaries, 252-256; campaign ex
penditures of, 1936, 260 

Republican State convention, keynote 
speech of, 256, 257

Retail sales, gain of, in 1936, 266, 267 
Reynolds, Eli, mill of, 120 
Rice, Mr., 222 
Rich, Alfred, 121
Richardson, Sid, golf championship of, 

282
Richland, 118
Richman, Irv ing  B., story told by, 212 
Richmond, beginnings of, 75 
Riddle, S. R., property of, 310 
Riddle Tract, purchase of, by railroad, 

310
“Ridge Road” , 322, 323 
Riesland, Anson, death of, 275 
Rivalry Among the R iver Towns, by 

Marie H aefner , 160-174 
Riverside, railroad to, 353, 354 
Road building, in pioneer times, 321, 

322
Robert, Christopher R., religious con

ditions described by, 2, 3, 4 
Rochester, description of, 77; centen

nial celebration at, 280 
Rock Island (See Stephenson)
Rock Island Railroad, coming of, to 

Iowa City, 20; bridge of, 173; te r
minal of, at Council Bluffs, 310; 
historian of, 367

Rockford College, laying of corner
stone of, 9

Rockingham (M ontpelier), mention of.
76, 117; mill at, 119 ; fishing at, 126 

Rockwell, Will, joke played by, 299, 
300

Rocky Mountain Telegraph Line, L. O. 
Leonard as m anager of, 361; own
ers of, 361

Rodeo, attendance at, 280 
Rogers, Daniel O., meteor described by, 

41
Rogers, N. P., quotation from, 153 
Rokes, James, 219

Rolla (steam boat), 115 
Romaine, Amelia C., position of, 352 
Roosevelt, F ranklin  D., visit of, in Des 

Moines, 249, 259; trip  of, through 
Iowa, 258; Iowa votes for, 259; ad 
m inistration of, 260, 261 

Rorer, David, 121 
Rose, J . Horton, 75 
Ross, William R., survey by, 83 
Rover (steam boat), 115 
Rule of Right, The (Comment), by 

J ohn  E ly Briggs, 143, 144 
Rural electrification adm inistration, 

aid to farm ers by, 265

Saddle Creek, railroad survey along, 
306

Saint Croix Valley, cession of land in, 
189

St. Joseph’s School (Iowa City), teleg 
raphy course in, 353 

Salem, mention of, 76; W hittier Col
lege at, 285 

Salisbury. 117
Salter, William, coming of, to Iowa, 

13; activities of, 13; cultural influ
ence of, 13; mention of, 23 

Salubria, settlement of, 12 
Sanders, J . H., & Co., paper published 

by, 241
Sanford, J . F. A., 96 
Sauk Indians, delegation of, sent to 

W ashington, 89-97; theatre attended 
by, 92; land ceded by, 95, 96; visit 
of, at Boston, 96, 97 

Sawmills, types of, 119, 120 
Sawyer, Rufus, pastorate of. 26 
Sayre, Mrs. Raymond, speech by, 276, 

277
Scandinavian powwow, 279 
Schagua (Skunk) River, 69 
Schleswig, show cattle from, 279 
Schools, establishment of, 121 
Science |steam boat), ascent of Iowa 

River by, 115 ; ascent of Des Moines 
River by, 116

Science Hall, building of, 341; moving 
of, 341

Scott, Dred, 90 
Sears, David, farm of, 216 
Second Purchase, negotiation of, 88- 

97; counties comprised in, 95; price 
of, 95. 96; signers of, 96 

Second Purchase, The, by W illiam  J.
P etersen , 88-97 

Secord, Mr., 398 
Secord, George, 393 
Sessions, William H., 393, 402 
Shackford, John, appeal of, for Galena 

district, 4, 5
Shambaugh, Benj. F., Superintendent.

State Historical Society, 372, 373 
Shepard, Charles Upham, meteor 

studied by, 34; report of, 42, 43
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Sherman, Robert D., office of, 105 
Shine, Dan, m urder of, 282 
Shrader, Eliza Jan e  (See Shrader, 

Jenn ie)
Shrader, Jennie, b irth  of, 285 ; p a r 

ents of, 285, 286; schooling of, 286; 
schools taugh t by, 286; description 
of, 286; literary  interests of, 286- 
289; letter from W hittier to, 287; 
anthology prepared by, 287, 288; 
m arriage of. 289; homes of, 289 
(See also Wilson, Jennie Shrader) 

Shrader, Jennie, by Charles Arthur  
H awley, 285-298

Shrader, John, m arriage of, 285; chil
dren of, 286; homes of, 286 

Shrader, Mrs. John, 286 
Shrader, John C., education of, 286;

service of, in Civil W ar, 286 
Shugart, James, 320 
Shugart. Z. T., 320 
Sibley, H . H., 89 
Sidney Rodeo, attendance at, 280 
Sinew, Mr., 302
Sioux City, Oscar Wilde at, 191-195 
Sioux Indians, battle of, with Fox, 88; 

visit of, in W ashington, 90-94; de
scription of, 90; land ceded by, 91 

Skromme, Askild, 271 
Skunk River, dam and mill on, 120 
Skunk Valley, railroad survey along. 

303
Slavery, songs against, 152, 153, 154 
Sloan, Alfred, J r ., contribution of, to 

political campaign, 260 
Sm elter (steam boat), 100, 115 
Smith, Jerem iah, capitol built by, 98- 

102; office of, 99 ; occupation of, 99; 
fire losses of, 101, 102 

Smith, P latt, 397, 402 
Smith. William, mill of, 120 
Snowden, J . B., 101 
Snowfall. 1936, 246-248 
Snyder, W., letter of, in D uran t papers. 

375, 376
Social security, Federal aid to, 269 
Song book, early, 385 
Songs, old. 148, 151-158 
South Hall (U niversity), burn ing  of,- 

341
Spencer, John, mill of, 119 
Spencer Creek, mill on, 119 
Sports, Iow ans in, 281, 282 
Sprigg, Jen ifer T., survey by, 79-81 
Springfield (111.), Oscar Wilde at, 186 
Stage lines, establishment of, 117, 824 
Stagecoach, travel by, 117, 324 
Stambaugh, S. C., 96 
S tarr, Mrs., 292 
S tarr, H enry W., 121 
S tarr, William H., 121 
State fair, attendance at, 278 
State University of Iowa, classrooms 

of, used for church meetings, 23;

reference to, 28 ; creation of, 33; as
tronomical study at, 49-55; Oscar 
W ilde at, 203-205, 212; school of 
religion at, 275; swimming champi
onship of, 282; buildings of, 338, 
339, 341; burn ing  of library of, 
341; heating system in, 342; sus
pension of, 350, 351 

Steamboat explosion, 116 
Steamboats, importance of, 114, 115;

names of, 115 
Stephenson, Mr., 302 
Stephenson, George, experiment of, 

369
Stephenson (Rock Islan d ), 76 
Stimson, Edw ard, 397 
Stoddard, George D.., Dean of G radu

ate College, 373
“ Stourbridge Lion” (locomotive), 369 
Stover, D. S., removal of, to Kansas,

222
Street, Joseph M., 88. 91, 96 
Strope, Frederick, 332 
Strosser, J., 123 
Sullivan, John, mill of, 119 
Sullivan, John C., survey by, 81 
Sullivan line, 85
Sunday School Convention, attendance 

at, 276
Surveying, system of, 78; difficulties 

of, 86; for railroad, 301-311 
Surveying  the M. <£• M., by Grenville  

M., D odge, 301-311 
Surveys, of Iowa District, 78-87 
Sw ish e r , J acob A., W ith Rod and 

Chain, 78-87

Taliaferro, Lawrence, 89, 90 
Tama, Hollen cabin at, 218; first post 

office at, 218; Ind ian  Powwow at, 
279

Tax receipts, increase of, in 1936, 269 
Teachers’ salaries, increase of, 267, 

268
Telegraphy, course in, 353 
Tempel’s comet, 49 
Tem peratures, 1936, 245-251 
Territorial Gazette and Burlington A d 

vertiser, 125
Theatres, num ber of, in Iowa, 278 
Theology Defined and Defended, 14 
“T hink of Faint L ilies”, by H ubert 

H. H o e l t je , 177-187 
Thomas, M artin, commission of, at Ga

lena, 2
Thomas, Oliver, 15
Thompson, Mr., 302
Thompson, C. N., comment of, 330
Thompson, “J im ”, 387
Tourists, estimate of spending by, 266
Towns, improvements in, 166, 167;

business opportunities in, 167, 168 
Towns, R ivalry Among the River, by

Marie H aefner , 160-174
«1
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Township system, use of, in surveys, 78 
Transcontinental railroad, W hitney’s 

plan for, 343-348; survey of land 
for, 344-348

Transcontinental Road. 299, 320, 322 
“Troublesome Creek” , 325 
Troublesome River, railroad survey 

along, 304 
Tubingen, 46 
Tudor, Hugh, gift of, 15 
Tudor, Richard, 15
Tupper, Mrs. Ellen S., writings of, 242 
“Turkey Timbers” (Clayton County), 

313
Turner, Asa, visit of, at Galena mines, 

7, 8; biographical data on, 10; mis
sionary activities of, 10-12; service 
of, a t Denm ark Church, 11; educa
tional activities of, 12 ; work of, 122 

Turner, Asa, and the Welsh, by 
Chakles Arthur  H awley, 10-19 

Tuscarora (Iow a), 76 
“ 'Twas the Night before Christm as” , 

author of, 386
Two Lost Boys, bv D. R. W itter , 312- 

316
Tyndall, John, lectures of, 28; answers 

to, by Ijams, 28, 39

Umbaugh, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, 
daughter of, 272

Unemployed industrial workers, com
pensation for. 268, 269 

Union Pacific Railroad, work of L. O. 
Leonard with, 358-361; planning of 
history of, 363; historical research 
on, 364-374; data on construction 
of, 378-380

Union Pacific Railroad Company, pol
icy of, with employees, 375, 376; 
first engine of, 377

United B rethren Church, college 
founded by, 286

University Hall, construction of, 341 
University Hospital, mention of, 341 
University of Iowa (See State Univer 

sity of Iowa)
Upper Rapids, survey of, 117 
Urbana, academy founded at, 289 
Urbana Shrader Academy, founding 

of, 278; early calendar of, 287, 290; 
faculty of, 290; aims of, 290-292; 
courses of, 290, 291; teacher tra in 
ing in, 290-292 ; commencement ex
ercises of, 292, 293; closing of, 293 

Utah & Northern Railroad. 360 
Utterback, Hubert, political defeat of. 

254

Van Antwerp, Verplank, 89 
Van Etten, Mrs. W inifred Mayne, 

novel by, 281; prize won by, 281; 
mention of, 284 

Van Saun, G. B., 393, 398

Vidette-Reporter, quotation from, 204,
205

Viele, Philip, 121 
Vineyard, J . R., 110 
Vinton, Mrs. J . C., 273

Wabesapinecon River, 117 
Wabesipinecon River, 69 
Wages, increase of, 267 
Wallace, H enry A., tour of, in mid 

west, 249
W alnut Creek, railroad survey along, 

306
Wapello (Ind ian  chief), mention of, 

91, 96; speech of, 93 
Wapello, steamboat at, 115; country 

around, 115; mention of, 118; dis
trict court at. 119

W apsipinicon River, fish in, 67, 68; 
mention of, under other names, 69, 
117

W ashington, mention of, 76; centen
nial celebration at. 280 

W ashington (D. G.), Indian delega
tion at, 88-97

Waterloo, business recovery in, 267; 
railroad at, 392

Waterloo, Belle Plaine, and North 
Missouri Railroad, plan for, 334 

Waterville, Davis, 18 
Watson, Professor, astronomical study 

by, 55, 56
Watson, Cyrus, service of, as pioneer 

minister, 8
W aucochaushe (Ind ian  chief), 88, 89 
Waymack, W. W., mention of, by P u 

litzer prize committee, 264 
W eather, discussion of, in 1936, 245- 

251
Weather, The, by W illiam  J. P eter 

sen , 245-251
W eather bureau, activity of, 250, 251 
Web of L ife, The, by W illiam  J .

P etersen , 270-284 
Welsh settlement, church activities of, 

14-19
Welton, H enry S., classroom of, 23 
West Bend, cold weather at, 245 
West Irv ing  (later Irv ing), mention of, 

323; Marsh store at, 324; post office 
at, 331

West Nishnabotna River, railroad su r 
vey along, 304 

W est Point (Iow a), 76 
W estern Adventurer and Herald of the 

Upper Mississippi, The, establish
ment of, 124 

W estern College, 286 
W estern Em igrant and Historian of 

Time8 in the West, 124 
W estern junior golf title, w inner of, 

282
W estern Jurist, publication of, 242 
Western Pomologist, 241
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W eyman’s, 117
W h it l e y , Cora Call, A Pioneer 

Christmas Tree, 381-388 
W hitney, Asa, biographical data on, 

343; Chinese trade of, 343; tra n s 
continental railroad plan of, 343- 
348; route of, on railroad survev, 
344-348

W hitney, Asa, in  Iowa, by W illiam  J .
P etersen , 343-348 

W hittier, John Greenleaf, mention of, 
159; association of, with Iowa, 285; 
letter of, to Jennie Shrader, 287; 
poems by, 288

W hittier College, nam ing of, 285;
W hittier’s gifts to, 285 

W ild game, abundance of, in Iowa Dis
trict, 126, 127

Wilde, Oscar, in the Classroom, by 
H ubert H. H o e l t je , 212 

Wilde, Oscar, portrayal of, in Punch, 
178, 179; portrayal of, in opera, 
179-182; poems of, 182, 183; ac
complishments of, 182 ; character of, 
183; coming of, to America, 184; 
attitude of, 184, 185; publicity of, 
184, 185; appearance of, 186; lec
tures of, in Iowa, 186-212; news
paper comment on, 187, 189, 191- 
194, 196-203 

Wilde, Willie, 183 
Willey, Willis, feat of, 246 
William, Benjamin, removal of. to K an 

sas, 222
Williams, Edw ard T.. 15 
Williams, Elmer T., 15 
Williams, R ichard, W illiamsburg 

named for, 18 
Williams, Samuel, 86 
W illiams’ Combined F anning  Mill, 333 
W illiam sburg Congregational Church, 

mention of, 17-19; buildings of, 19; 
language used in, 19 

Williamson, Mr., 803 
W ilson , B en H ur, The Leonid Show 

er of 1867, 48-59
W ilson , B en H ur, The Marion Me

teor, 33-47

Wilson, George A., election of, in p ri
mary, 255

Wilson, Jennie Shrader, m arriage of, 
289; teaching of, 292; activities of. 
293; poems of, 293-298; death of. 
298

Wilson, Joseph M., m arriage of, to 
Jennie Shrader, 289 

Wilson, Mrs. Joseph M. (Jennie  S hra 
der), m arriage of, 289 

Wilson, Thomas S., 121 
Wil8ont W. D., mention of, 53, 54;

publication of, 241 
Winfield, E. W. H., fishing of, 126 
W innebago Indians, 89 
Winslow, Mr., 398
W interstein, W. A., church survey by, 

277
W isconsin  (steam boat), 115 
W isconsin, T erritory of, description of.

65; capitals of, 98-102 
W ith Rod and Chain, by J acob A. 

Sw ish e r , 78-87
W itter , D. R., Two Lost Boys, 312- 

316
W itter family, incident in, 312-316 
Wooded Salt Creek, 321 
Woods, Jam es W., 121 
Work, John, m ill of, 119 
W ortman, William P., death of, 273, 

274
W right, John G., service of, in Civil 

W ar, 273
W r ig h t , L uella M., Cheers for the 

D. <t S . C., 389-404 
W e ig h t , L uella M., The Farmer Sup 

ports All, 128-142 
W right, Lydia, 333 
W yoming  (steam boat), 115

Yellow Springs, New School Presby
tery at, 21

Yoder, Cleo, prize cattle of, 279

Zerbe, John W., service of, as “circuit 
r id e r” , 277

Zwister, Charles, railroad service of, 
284
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