
Namesakes of Iowa Cities
It is no small honor to have a ship nam ed for a 

city or tow n. M uch publicity accom panies the an ­
nouncem ent, an d  citizens read  w ith  pride of the 
progress of her construction. Since every N avy  
ship m ust have a feminine sponsor (frequen tly  the 
w ife of the m ayor of the to w n ), there usually  is no 
dearth  of candidates. But in 1904, w hen the 
N av y  D epartm ent asked  M ay o r C hristopher H . 
Berg of D ubuque to nam e a sponsor for the new  
gunboat D ubuque  to be launched on A ugust 15, 
th a t busy  official could not find a young wom an 
willing to m ake the long trip  to M orris H eights, 
N ew  Y ork.

T h e  contractors then invited M iss A nnette  
H ull, d au g h te r of C ongressm an John A. T . Hull, 
to accept the honor, and  she did. A bout this same 
time M ay o r Berg received a le tter from M iss 
M arg a re t T red w ay , daugh ter of H a rry  E. T red - 
w ay  of D ubuque, agreeing to act as sponsor. A c­
cording to the Des M oines D aily N e w s  of A ugust 
2 0 ,1 9 0 4 :

T h e  con trac to rs an d  all concerned  w ere in a fine p red ica ­
m ent. T h e  w hole question w as laid before  S ecretary  
M oody, of the N av y  D epartm en t, and  he ru led  th a t M iss 
H ull should  pull the  strings th a t sen t the  gunboat down
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the w ays w hile M iss T re d w a y  could b reak  the  bo ttle  of 
cham pagne an d  pronounce the  sh ip ’s nam e. M iss H ull 
w ithd rew  her nam e, an d  M iss T re d w a y  h ad  the  honor 
alone.

M iss T red w ay , w ho is bu t 15 y ea rs  of age, w as on hand  
b righ t and  early  on launching day. T h e  w ord  w as given 
and  she cut the  string  th a t s ta rted  the  big ship moving 
dow n the w ays. T h en  she th rew  the bottle  on the  steel 
side. B ut it d id n ’t break . T h e  girl w as so flustered over 
this failure th a t she fo rgo t to pronounce the sh ip 's nam e, 
and  in a  few  seconds the  new  gunboat w as in the  w ate r 
w ithou t cham pagne or nam e.

T h e  gunboat w as tow ed to a dock, w here  the girl 
climbed to her bow , and  this tim e broke the bo ttle  and  
said : “ I christen  thee D ubuque."

A bout 200 people w itnessed  the  launching. A fte r the 
cerem ony M iss T re d w a y  w ep t softly , despite the a ssu r­
ances of the  naval officers p resen t th a t the cerem ony w as 
just as good as if it had  occurred  on schedule time.

A dispatch from N ew  Y ork in 1904 declared 
that old sailors believed the D ubuque  w as ‘‘pre ­
destined to be unlucky” because M iss T red w ay  
had failed to break  the bottle of cham pagne over 
the vessel s bow  at launching. T h e  contractors, on 
the other hand, declared the gunboat w as as near 
perfect as any  boat in her class. Let us look a t her 
record.

U .S .S . D ubuque

Few  of the naval vessels nam ed for Iow a tow ns 
have had longer or more useful careers than  the 
U .S .S . D ubuque. Built a t M orris H eights, N ew  
York, the D ubuque  w as launched on A ugust 15,
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1904. She w as com m issioned on M ay  31, 1905, 
as G unboat N um ber 17, w ith  C aptain  M . R. 
W o rtle y  as her com m anding officer. She cost 
(w ithout arm am ent) a t commissioning approxi­
m ately $443,000. T h e  D ubuque  w as 200 feet 
long, 35 feet in b read th  of beam, drew  12J4 feet 
and  displaced 1,085 tons. She had a 1,220 H P  
tw in-screw  engine tha t gave her a speed of 12.9 
knots. H er crew  consisted of eight officers and 
190 men.

T h e  D ubuque  w as called a “composite gun­
b o a t” and  w as a ttached  to the A tlantic F leet im­
m ediately  a fte r commissioning. D uring her first 
few  years in service the D ubuque  cruised up and  
dow n the A tlantic  seaboard  protecting Am erican 
in terests. In 1911 she w as decom m issioned and  
tu rned  over to the Illinois naval militia a t Chicago.

T h e  D ubuque  w as recom m issioned on A ugust 
4, 1914, and tw o m onths la ter w ent into service. 
She w as placed in full commission on June 30, 
1915, and  w as assigned  to mine sw eeping du ty  
w ith the A tlantic F leet during the perilous days of 
W o rld  W a r  I. Six m onths a fte r the signing of the 
Arm istice, on M ay  27, 1919, the D ubuque  w as de­
commissioned once more. Subsequently  she w as 
fitted out for survey w ork and recommissioned, 
only to go out of commission on July 27, 1919. 
H er designation w as changed to A G 6 (A uxiliary  
M iscellaneous) and  on A pril 3, 1922, she w as as­
signed to the N in th  N aval D istrict a t D etroit for
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training M ichigan naval reserves. She rem ained 
on this du ty  until 1941.

O n  July 1, 1941, a few  m onths before the in­
famous a ttack  on Pearl H arbor, the D ubuque  w as 
recommissioned as G unboat P G 17  and  put into 
service as a gunnery  practice ship for the A rm ed 
G uard  School a t the N aval Section Base, Little 
Creek, V irg in ia. A lthough th irty-seven years old 
a t the opening of W o rld  W a r  II, the D ubuque  
spent her rem aining career training A rm ed G uard  
gunners. A rm ed w ith one 5-inch 38 caliber gun, 
two 4-inch 50 caliber guns, one 3-inch 50 caliber 
gun, and three 20 millimeter mounts, the D ubuque  
kept her guns barking alm ost daily  until G erm any 
and Japan surrendered , w hen gunnery  training 
w as curtailed. T h e  D ubuque  w as decommissioned 
a t the C harleston, South C arolina, N av y  Y ard  on 
Septem ber 7, 1945, a fte r more than forty  years of 
faithful service to the U nited  S tates N avy. H er 
commanding officer a t the time of decommission­
ing w as L ieutenant Com m ander L. J. Perry . A p ­
parently  the ancient c raft still had some value, for 
in July, 1947, she w as sold to private interests.

U .S .S . K eokuk

Like the D ubuque  (although launched ten years 
later) the U .S .S . K eokuk  saw  service in both 
W o rld  W a r  I and W o rld  W a r  II. She w as orig­
inally christened the S.S. H enry  M . Flagler and 
served as a m erchant vessel until inducted into
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w ar service. T h e  ship w as built by W illiam  
C ram p & Sons of P h iladelph ia  in 1914. She w as 
336 feet long, 59 feet beam, 18 feet depth of hold, 
an d  grossed 2,699 tons. D uring  W o rld  W a r  I the 
N av y  tabbed  her the ‘strugg le  b u g g y ” for her 
tireless w ork in hauling freight cars to E urope.

F o r several years a fte r W o rld  W a r  I, the 
Flagler  ferried box cars betw een K ey W e s t  and  
H avana . Sometime during this period she became 
know n as the S.S. Colum bia H eigh ts. T hen  the 
N avy , eager to expand  its streng th  in all ship cate­
gories before the outbreak  of W o rld  W a r  II, once 
m ore acquired  the old vessel on July 28, 1941. 
T h e  staunchness of this redoubtab le  c raft is a t­
tested  by the fact th a t she still operated  w ith her 
original engines and  boilers and w as destined to 
do so th roughou t W o rld  W a r  II.

O n F eb ru ary  28, 1942, the commissioning pen­
n an t w as run up on the ex-m erchantm an H en ry  M . 
Flagler  a t H oboken, N ew  Jersey, the N av y  re­
nam ing her the U .S .S . K eokuk  and  classifying her 
as a net-lay ing  auxiliary. D uring W o rld  W a r  II 
the K eokuk  had her serial num ber and  du ty  
changed several times —  although her identifica­
tion continued to honor the G ate  C ity of Iowa. 
H er w ork w as both varied and  dangerous, includ­
ing mine laying in the A tlantic and off the coast of 
A frica and  Sicily, and  operations a t Saipan, Iwo 
Jima, and  O kinaw a. F ew  vessels of a similar class 
can be singled out by  the N av y  as contributing so
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nobly to the w inning of W o rld  W a r  II. Little 
w onder th a t the K eokuk  should be hailed as the 
“fleet w orkhorse” by  adm iring N av y  men.

A fter a trial run on the H udson  River, the 
U .S .S . K eokuk  w as redesignated  as C M 8 (m ine­
layer) and  m ade read y  for the rap id ly  expanding 
m inecraft program , then being given high priority. 
A ccording to the N av y  D epartm ent:

A s a m inelayer the  K eo ku k  partic ipa ted  in v irtually  all 
of the A tlan tic  and  E uropean  cam paigns, gaining a record 
of subm arine scares, a ir  th rea ts , n ear bom b misses, and  the 
hazards of the sea. She sow ed extensive mine fields in sev ­
eral areas, including P o rt of Spain, T rin id ad , the  F lorida 
Keys an d  C ape H a tte ra s  on the E aste rn  seaboard .

F irs t cruise of the  K eo ku k  as  a  naval vessel w as fiom  
N ew  Y ork  C ity  to N orfo lk , V irg in ia , beginning M arch  17,
1942. A  la ter trip  took her to  T rin id ad , B ritish W e s t  In ­
dies, and  in 1943 she m ade tw o voyages to A frica, the first 
m arked by  an  aerial a ttack  by  G erm an four-engine bom b­
ers. D uring this period a mine field w as laid  off C a sa ­
blanca.

T h e  ship w as un d erw ay  July 6, 1943, for Sicily along 
w ith her sister ships, the m inelayers U .S .S . Salem  and  
U .S .S . W eeh a w ken . F req u en t a ir a ttacks w ere  the  rule a t 
Sicily, w here N azi land-based  a irc ra ft continually  gave 
them a bad  tim e.” O n e  a ttack  blew  up a nearby  A llied 
m unitions ship.

A  h ighlight in the  old ship s career occurred in July,
1943, w hen a 21-mile mine field — the longest of the  w ar 
—  w as laid betw een G ela an d  Licata during the  Sicily 
operation.

W ith  the surrender of Ita ly  the K eokuk  re-
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tu rned  to the U nited  S ta tes, w here she w as re ­
classified in O ctober, 1943, as the A K N 4 —  a net 
cargo  ship. T h e  K eo ku k  left N orfo lk  for the P a ­
cific, arriv ing  a t P earl H arb o r on D ecem ber 21, 
for d u ty  under the C om m ander M inecraft Pacific. 
From  F eb ru ary  to m id-A pril, 1944, the rem odeled 
K eo ku k  engaged  in net-lay ing  activities a t M a ­
juro, K w ajalein, and  E niw etok. T h e  K eokuk  then 
re tu rned  to the U nited  S ta tes to load a new  type 
of net designed for use in am phibious operations, 
using it successfully  during the June 15 landings 
a t Saipan. T h e  K eo ku k  repeated  her efforts du r­
ing the Septem ber, 1944, landings a t Palau  and in 
la ter operations a t Iwo Jima and  O kinaw a. A c­
cording to the N av y  D epartm en t:

A t Iwo Jima a tw o-m an Japanese  K am ikaze plane struck  
the  K e o k u k 's  s ta rb o a rd  side aft, resu lting  in a severe ex ­
plosion an d  num erous blazes, bu t the  fires w ere ex tin ­
guished  w ithin  an  hour by  officers an d  men tra ined  to con­
trol ba ttle  dam ages.

P ersonnel casualties suffered in this action w ere 18 dead 
and  43 w ounded . T em p o rary  repairs w ere received in the 
Philippines, and  the K eo ku k  la te r took p a rt in the O kinaw a 
operation .

A fter com pleting her mission to O kinaw a the 
K eokuk  re tu rned  to Pearl H arb o r w here she w as 
repaired  in the N av y  Y ard . Soon she w as under- 
w ay  again  w ith all types of net m aterial she had 
loaded aboard  a t the N e t D epot in Pearl H arbor, 
all of which w ere sorely needed for net repairs at
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the large fleet anchorage a t U lithi. She arrived  a t 
U lithi on July 13 and  prom ptly  commenced m ak­
ing net repairs. H er w ork  com pleted on July 25, 
the K eokuk  re tu rned  to P earl H arbor, receiving 
w ord en route of the Japanese peace negotiations. 
T h e  K eokuk  arrived  a t P earl H arb o r on A ugust 
10, and  w hile anchored there, her crew  heard  tha t 
the w ar had  ended. H er w ork  done, the K eokuk  
set sail for San Francisco, w here she w as shortly  
decommissioned. In M arch , 1947, the K eokuk  
w as disposed of by  the W a r  Shipping A dm inistra ­
tion, a fte r a th irty -tw o-year career as m erchant 
vessel, as carferry , and  as fleet w orkhorse in the 
U nited  S tates N avy.

U .S .S . Burlington

It w ould be im practicable to give brief b iogra­
phies of all the ships during W o rld  W a r  II tha t 
w ere nam ed for Iow a cities and  tow ns. T h e ir du ­
ties w ere as varied  as the men and  women of the 
H aw keye S ta te  w ho saw  service on the seven seas 
in the thousands of vessels, large and  small, tha t 
combined their efforts to bring victory to our arm ed 
forces on so m any farflung battlefronts.

T h e  story  of the l l .S .S -  Burlington  is typical. 
Built a t Los A ngeles by  the C onsolidated Steel 
Com pany, the Burlington s keel w as laid on O cto ­
ber 19, 1943, tw o w eeks a fte r U n ited  S tates w ar­
ships bom barded Japanese-held W a k e  Island. 
T h e  ship w as launched on Decem ber 7, just tw o



492 THE PALIMPSEST

years a fte r the sneak a ttack  on P earl H arbor. T h e  
B urlington  w as com m issioned as PF51 (frig a te ) 
on M arch  31, 1944, tw o days a fte r the N avy  
ra ided  P alau  Island. She w as sponsored by M rs. 
F lorence E. C onrad , w ife of the m ayor of B urling­
ton, Iow a. L ieutenant C om m ander E d g a r V . 
C arlson  of the U nited  S ta tes C oast G uard  served 
as her first com m anding officer.

T h e  facts of the B urlington  w ere similar to those 
of o ther vessels of her class —  she w as 304 feet 
long, 38 feet beam, m easured 1,190 tons, and  cost 
$3,022,000. She w as arm ed w ith three 3-inch 50 
caliber guns, 40 millimeter and  20 millimeter an ti­
a irc ra ft guns, and  she had a speed of 20 knots. 
T h e  Burlington  served exclusively in the Pacific 
during  W o rld  W a r  II.

Leaving San P edro , C alifornia, on July 27, 
1944, the Burlington  stopped a t Espirito  Santo  on 
A ugust 14 before proceeding to the Southw est P a ­
cific via C airns, A ustralia . She a t once plunged 
into the operations tha t culm inated in the invasion 
of M orotai Island on Septem ber 15, and w as hotly
en9a 9ed in an tia irc ra ft action off that island the 
following day.

T h e  Burlington  then w ent to the Philippines, 
w here she partic ipated  in the invasion of Leyte —  
O ctober 16 to 28 —  the g rea test naval action of 
all time —  166 U nited  S ta tes ships against 65 Jap ­
anese. T h e  Burlington  saw  more action against 
Japanese a irc ra ft off Leyte Island on N ovem ber
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12, 1944. She re tu rned  to the N ew  G uinea area  on 
N ovem ber 30, 1944, and  departed  for the U n ited  
S tates on D ecem ber 2, 1944, by  w ay  of M anus 
and  P earl H arbor. L ieutenant B. K. C ook of the 
U . S. C oast G u ard  R eserve becam e com m anding 
officer of the Burlington  on D ecem ber 16, 1944, 
and he endeared  himself to his men by arriving at 
San Francisco on C hristm as D ay.

A fter an all too brief respite, for the nation w as 
still grimly engaged  in w ar, the Burlington  de­
parted  for A dak  in the A leutians an d  rem ained on 
patrol du ty  there until July 6, 1945, w hen she re ­
turned to Seattle. T h e  Burlington  w as turned  over 
to Soviet R ussia on lend-lease, a  small albeit im­
portan t p a rt of the $9,128,875,000 w orth  of goods 
that w ent to th a t nation during W o rld  W a r  II. 
She arrived a t Petropavlovsk, Siberia, on Septem ­
ber 5, 1945. T h e  Burlington  w as re tu rned  to the 
U nited  S tates on N ovem ber 14, 1949, a t Y oko­
suka, Japan, and  placed on the active list from 
A ugust, 1950, to A ugust, 1952. She w as stricken 
from the N av y  List in M ay , 1953, a fte r w hich she 
w as transferred  to Colombia on June 26, 1953.

T h e  combined contributions of the D ubuque , 
the Burlington , and  the K eokuk  w ere both num er­
ous and  varied. T h e ir experiences cover a half 
century of time, serving the nation both in w ar and 
in peace. D uring  the course of their w anderings 
they visited every ocean and  touched all conti­
nents. T o  Iow ans —  w hether dwelling on the A t-
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lantic or Pacific coasts, or a t the four corners of 
the globe —  their sudden  appearance  m ust have 
b rough t back nostalg ic memories as they saw  these 
nam esakes of our Iow a cities d rop  their anchors in 
fa raw ay  ports.

W illiam J. Petersen


