T he Palimpsest

EDITED BY JOHN ELY BRIGGS

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Swords 1nto Plowshares

AIfredIH._IéCéveb;//vashg %tant advecgatéc? of
peace.  Inspir the 1deals expor In
Charles Sunmer’s great oration on the “True
Grandeur of Nations”, Influenced by the pacific-
Ism of the Quakers, and convinced that arbitra-
tion should be substituted for war In the settle-
ment of international disputes, he acted upon his
principles.  This young woolen merchant of Phil-
adelphia the Qul War. His scruples
prevented him from profiting by lucrative goverm:
ment contracts. When drafted for the army he
refused to serve or provide a substitute. Only his
%}tglctt;/ve eyesignt kept himout of prison for dis-

Nevertheless Alfred Love wes a man of vision
He saw that the willingness of many pacifists to
tolerate wviolence would ultimetely defeat the
peace nmoveent.  With other advocates of Im
mediate disarmament and the outlawry of war,
Love founded the Universal Peace Union In 1866
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and served as president until his death in 1913
His noble a?:ijmt’ fervent zeal, and vigorous per-
sonality had a tremendous Influence, even In the
arbitration of industrial disputes. Besides editing
The Peacemaker, he tried to dramatize the cause
of peace to attract attention and win the support
of conmon folks, Annua} PICNICS V\egg heelgl
peace hynmns were sung, slogans were adopted,
and the fla%eof all nations were displayed.

One of the nost symbolic demonstrations oc-
curred at a convention of the Universal Peace
Union In Carpenters’ Hall at Philadelphia In
1876.  In the room where the First Continental
Congress had met In 1774, the delegates adopted
a Declaration of Peace and celebrated the contri-
butions towerd peace In a century of relations
between the United States and Great Britain,
Bgrrgzularly the successful arbitration of the Ala-

clains. The occasion, which coincided with

the opening of the Centennial Exposition, wes
propitious for a drametic presentation of peace
ove pr that military men surrender
thelr swords for conversion into useful Inple-
ments. A farmer from Indiana promptly offered
ten dollars for the first sword to be presented.
Thereupon Colonel Nicholas Greusel of Mount
Pleasant, lowa, came forward with the sword he
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had car[rihed In ﬁhfewbmecgn r\I/e}/ar and inht_halmiog
amy. Though he prized the weapon highly an
had planned to begueath It to his chilaren, he wes
s0 thoroughly devoted to the principles of peace
that he was Willing to contribute his sword for the
$od_0f the cause. Clayton B Rogers of Phila-
lphia meck a Frunmg of it which wes dis-
played on the platform the next day. As the con
vention proceeced other swords Were presented.
These were converted Into a plonshare of the
latest design. |
Nicholas Greusel was a Bavarian, bom on the
Fourth of July In 1817. With his parents he cae
to Aerica at the age of seventeen. They settled
at Detroit, where Nicholas worked for a lumber
firm from 1836 until the outbreak of the Mexican
War, when he raised a company of volunteers,
wes elected captain, and participated In the cap-
ture of Mexico Gity. Having conpleted his two-
term as lunoer Inspector for the State of
chigan and lost his savings through an unfor-
tunate Investment, he found enployment as a
rallroad conductor, first on the Michigan Central
tarrglcl:?qt_er, V\heE?u rle ngtr)\/ed arﬁg Aurora, Illinois, on
Icago, Burlington, Incy.
Fi rstcﬁ]g%is tonwn to resporgJ tgr)‘c{_incoln’s_ call
for volunteers In 1861, he wes active In recruiting
the Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, wes



396 THE PALIMPSEST

commissioned colonel, and joined the Union
forces in Missourl.  During the winter of 1861-62
he served effectively under Grenville M. Dodge
and Samuel R Curtis, particularly in the battle of
Pea Riage; during the summer he was with the
Army of the Mississippi In Tennessee; in October,
commanding a brigace, he “behaved with great
gallantry” In the battle at Perrywille, Kentucky;
and In Januaq/, 1863, he was “specially com
mended for skill and courage™ In the Stone River
campaign.  Finally, In February, 1863, Il health
con]ae_ lled him to resign, whereupon he wes given
a siiver-plated revolver in honor of commending
the best-drilled regiment in the Army of the Cum:
berland. Having been appointed roadmeaster on
the Burlington railroad, he noved to Mount
Pleasant In 186/. Though he cherished the asso-
clation with his conmrades in amrs, his military ex-
rence had taught the horrors of war and he
an ardent advocate of peace through dis-
armament. | |
The gesture of veteran officers tuming thelr
swords Into Instruments symbolical of creative
ﬁ)_ursmts stimulated Interest In the abolition of war.
o the gratification of the Universal Peace
Union, the commissioners in charge of the United
States exhibit at the Paris Exposition in 1878 ac-
cepted the pruning hook and plow. After being



SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES 397

displayed In Paris, these emblens of peace were
taken to Geneva, Smtzerland, and appropriately
deposited In the Hotel ce Ville where the Tri-
bunal of Arbitration had settled the Alabama
clains dispute. There they have remained —the
plonshare made of sworas after the Biblical In
junction and the martial pruning hook of an lowa
colonel —exe(tmghe pernaps, some Influence for
righteousness In the world.

John Ely Briggs



