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Among the most charming examples ot
late nineteenth-century color lithogra-
phy are advertising cards. In many ways
similar to post cards, advertising cards
were prepared with attractive scenes
printed in bright colors. Patent med-
icines, special foods, or household items
were the most common products to be
found on advertising cards--sometimes
national products, sometimes local. Re-
tailers often used stock cards (pre-printed
elsewhere) to boost sales.

The State Historical Society has many
examples of such advertising cards, oft-
en preserved in scrapbooks made by
Iowans young and old during the long
winter months when entertainment was
something you did not get from a cathode
ray tube. Jeanette Mather York recorded
in 1965 her memories of scrapbooks and
the role they played in social life at her
family home. The quotations accom-
panying the following examples of

advertising cards are from her remin-
iscence.
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“_The.making of scrapbooks was always a winter
timejob . . . . Only on days when raging blizzards

rnhade roads impassable for visits did we work on
them.”
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regiyin.pard water

“Each of the three older girls had a scrapbook of
this type . . . . Each saved his cards and pictures
against the day. Colored illustrations were not
common in the early 1890s. When the mid-day
dishes were washed we gathered around the
dining room table with accumulations, our scrap
books and a dish of flour paste.”
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“Mother took care that each had her fair share
of the best of the cards and pictures. When sorting
and trading had finished, work began. Each
planned a page. Mother did some shifting to get
as many cards as possible on a page.”

THE PALIMPSEST

OF A

147




148

THE PALIMPSEST

| AYER'®E EAREAFARILLA

DEACO

Pk .
e —

AYERS SARSAPARILLA IS A COMPOUND CONCENTRATED EXTRACT
THE STRONCEST BEST CHEAPEST BLODD MEDICINE
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“From earliest memory [we] had an insatiable
love of pictures. We poured over scrapbooks
for hours, remembering tales told us and making
up others. Any free time. ..we might be found
in the library or ‘back parlor’ pouring over our
scrapbooks.”



