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TheMeaning of Palimpsest

In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or other
material from which one or more writings had been
erased to give room for later records. But the era-
sures were not always complete; and so it became the
fascinating task of scholars not only to translate the
later records but also to reconstruct the original writ-
Ings by deciphering the dim fragments of letters partly
erased and partly covered by subsequent texts.

The history of lowa may be likened to a palimpsest
w-hich holds the record of successive generations.
To decipher these records of the past, reconstruct
them, and tell the stories which they contain is the
task of those who write history.
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The Press in 1858

lowa reached the peak of a tremendous popu-
lation growth in 1858. This growth, coupled with
the political turmoil in lowa and the nation, led
to the establishment of a score of frontier news-
papers such as the Bloomfield Democratic Clarion,
the Corning Sentinel, the Corydon South Tier
Democrat, the Bedford lowa South-West, the
Simoda New Idea (Shelby County), the Onawa
Adventure, the Harrison County Flag, the Sioux
City Register, the Cerro Gordo Press, the How -
ard County Sentinel (New Oregon), the North
lowa Gazette (Vernon Springs), and the Butler
Transcript (Clarksville). In addition, such towns
as Dubuque, Davenport, and a sprinkling of
smaller villages in eastern and central lowa ac-
quired one or more papers In 1858.

W hile over twenty newspapers were added 1In
1858, fully seventeen fell by the wayside, includ-
Ing some of the above. Moreover, several news-
papers that were begun In 1857 were suspended
In 1858, among them the Crescent City Oracle,
Fayette Journal, the Muscatine Zeitung, and

H1
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Ward’s Own of Bloomfield. The printing press

and type of the Zeitung was moved to Keokuk,
that of the Harrison County Flag from Calhoun
to Magnolia, while the Butler Transcript press
was trundled from Clarksville to Winterset.

There was plenty of evidence of hard times
among editors Iin 1858. Waning emigration, the
withering effect of the Panic of 1857, and a disas-
trous crop failure caused subscribers and adver-
tisers alike to overlook their debts to newspapers.
The need for local assistance was emphasized by
all editors. On December 28, 1858. the Bloom-
field Democratic Clarion noted:

Recollect, If a home weekly paper is to be supported,
home influence i1s to do it. Every dollar sent to Eastern
papers is at the expense of the local papers. The county
acquires prominence through its paper more than any other
way, and to every one who has county interests at stake,
his home paper is a necessity. Never will such a man take
a paper printed away from home until he is able to take

a second paper.

That casualties were common is attested by the
editor of the Webster City Hamilton Freeman of
November 12, 1858:

W e very much regret to learn that the St. Charles In-
telligencer and Boonsboro Democrat have succumbed un-
der the pressure of the times, and gone under. Indeed,
we had the blues all day in consequence of this informa-
tion. The coming winter will be a very hard one for the
country press of this state, and we believe at least a score
or more papers will be suspended before Spring. Those
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that weather the storm, will only do so by the most rigid
economy. We regret to part company with our esteemed
contemporaries, and hope they will “turn up” ere long un-
der more favorable auspices. Dennison, of the Democrat,
IS one of the best fellows in the world, but an awful loco-
foco— one who gives and takes sledge-hammer blows,
and meets his political enemies In the best humor.

In another column of the same i1ssue the W eb-

ster City editor warned subscribers of the Hamil-
ton Freeman:

W e hope that those of our friends whose subscriptions
are unpaid, will bear in mind the fact that it is with the
utmost difficulty that a newspaper can be kept up in these
hard times. Papers, with seemingly fairer prospects than
ours, are being discontinued in all parts of the State; but
we mean to go through, or spile a-trying. But we base
this intention upon the hope that our friends will stand
by us in the effort. Every man, without exception, there-
fore. who owes us on subscription Is earnestly requested

to pay up. As Shakespeare pathetically remarks — "Help,
Cash -us, or we sink!”

In addition to delinqguent subscribers and ad-
vertisers, the difficulty of securing newsprint
proved a costly problem to editors located In cen-
tral lowa. On October 14. the editor of the
Mitchell County Republican apologized for re-
ducing his paper to a half sheet, blaming his extra
duties at the county fair and at the election for It.
On December 12, 1858, the same editor declared:

There will be no paper issued from this office next week.

W e did hope, when we issued half sheet last week, that
we should not be thrown back again, but we have been
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unavoidably, and lay over’ with the hope of being able

to issue regularly hereafter, during the winter.

The editor complained that he had been unable
to get his newsprint from McGregor, where it
had arrived by railroad expressman. In 1857 he
had paid $20 to bring his newsprint from Mc-
Gregor but he could not afford to do so this time.
On January 20, 1859, when publication finally
was renewed, he explained something of the cost
of printing.

The Paper upon which the Republican is now printed
cost us here, $7.25 per bundle. W e purchased it of Brad-
ner, Smith & Co., wholesale paper dealers, No. 12 LaSalle
st., Chicago. 111, at $6 per bundle; freight to McGregor,
and thence here. $1.25 per bundle. The rates are the
same for two or ten bundles. This we find to be much

cheaper than to pay $7.00 at Beloit, or $8.50 at McGregor,
or $9.00 at Decorah. The paper speaks of its own quality.

As long as a newspaper was not a competitor
the average lowa editor was friendly. Thus, the
Ottumwa Courier chronicled the sale of Bloom-
field s Ward s Own to H. B. Horn, who promptly
renamed it the Davis County Index. The Courier
editor described Ward's Own as one of the most
spicy little papers in the State and wished Mr.
Horn every success with his new Index. The Du-
buque Times wished many days and great suc-
cess to the Index and congratulated Mr. Horn
on having the "good sense” to change the paper s
name.

Not so friendly was the Mitchell County Re-



THE PRESS IN 1858 505

publican toward a nearby Osage editor whose pa-
per joined the steady procession of publications
that fell by the wayside.

The [North] lowan came to us last week minus one of
Its original proprietors, and “shorn' of one column. This
week its editor gives us his valedictory; thus after a brief
and inglorious career he retires — he has speedily “run
out.” During his brief editorial career he has been “shown
the door” in a state convention; organized another upon the
sandy foundation of the Lecompton Swindle, been its
champion till its putrid carcass was a stench in his nostrils,
been kicked and cuffed about by the Douglasites. and
finally sold out to them.

By his choice billingsgate and falsehoods he has won
the contempt of the editorial fraternity, and soon departs
to regions unknown to mend his broken fame and fortune.

The bitter exchange between rival political fac-
tions knew no bounds in 1858. Casting a malevo-
lent look in the direction of the Chariton Malil.
the Des Moines lowa Weekly Citizen of January
27 sneeringly remarked:

This ferocious, diminutive, underdeveloped wupstart, in
attempting to make the Republican party responsible for
the disunion convention, held some months since in Cleve-
land. thus relieves itself: “and we still assert that they
are responsible, and what is more, we assert that that con-
vention was upheld by every republican paper in the State,
the Citizen not excepted. ... |If outright falsehood do
Injury to him only who manufactures and circulates them,
how much injury is inflicted upon the moon by the noc-
turnal yelping of a misshapen quadruped, of the canine
species, in Lucas county.
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Doubtless the very uncertainties of their pro-
fession caused lowa editors to commence holding
annual conventions — that of 1858 being held in
Cedar Falls. The need for relatively uniform sub-
scription, advertising, and printing rates, and the
wages due printers and typesetters would natu-
rally receive considerable attention. Since the
clarion voice of the editor was the most articulate
on the frontier it 1s not surprising that the birthday
of Benjamin Franklin, early American printer,
should be observed with parades and speeches iIn
several lowa communities.

A veritable thorn in the side of most editors was
the efforts of county officers to cut down the cost
of printing and advertising for county government
In order to make an impressive economy record for
the voters. This was followed even though the
printer received nothing for his labors. According
to the Dubuque Express and Herald:

A paper in a county does more to give it character
abroad, to attract Iimmigration; to increase the basis of
taxation, and to protect the public interests than the efforts
of any hundred of the citizens of the county. . . . County
officers do not reflect upon the value of the county press:
nor are they informed as to the expense of publishing a
Newspaper, or they would never refuse to pay remunera-
tion prices for county work. ... If the subject was prop-
erly understood, county officers would agree with us in
saying that a county had better support a Good News-
paper by a direct appropriation than to be without one,
and they would not only pay regular prices for work but
refuse to take a reduction.
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Newspapers provide the best single source of
iInformation on life in lowa In 1858. Local adver-
tisements, the business cards of professional men,

train schedules,

steamboat arrivals E. B AILEY,

and departu res, WFIOLESALE AND RETAIL

stagecoach and hotel COMFECTIORTBK
news items and ad- ® T n EJ]BLTC
vertisements. |l and W est Side, between Third and Fourth,

i £E>aiTy<xiaiiapcnjopO»
sales, Dblacksmiths,
Oranges, Lemons, Almonds, Filberts, Oysters, leg

livery stables, wagon Cream, Brazil Nuts, Cocoa Nuts, Pecan Nuts,

manufacturers, gun- Pea Nuts, Walnuts. Etc.

smiths, barbers, bak- ALWAYS OX HAND AND FRESH IN’ SEASON.

ers, candlemakers. y

brewers and Dbrick- ‘J METZGER S

yards, schools, acad- m

emies, and female 9
Seminaries’ confec- No. 18 EAST SECOND STREET,

50BTH SIDE BET. BRADY AND PSRRT,

tioners, i1ce cream

parlors, nurseries, ©
and bookstores, these manufacturer of all kinds of

are but a few of the OP.ACESP.S, PIES, OASES & EP.EAE,
scores of items that tsr WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

shed light on activi- Butter, Soda, Water, Boston, Sugar and Pic Nic
ties in the Hawkeye Crackers, Pilot Bread, Cracknel Biscuit,

Pies, Cakes and Bread.
State a century ago.

The printing press, £37* Orders executed with Dispatch, and delivered to Depots and
Steamboats and all parts of the City free of Charge.

4 a*

which rolled out

newspapers, city di-

rectories, emigrant guides, medical reports, state

documents, and fraternal and religious books and

pamphlets, formed a busy section of community life.
The press In 1858 was responsible for several

books and over sixty known imprints or pamphlets.
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Franc B. Wilkie’s Davenport Past and Present.
printed by Luse, Lane & Co. of Davenport, was
probably the most ambitious volume. It was hand-
somely illustrated with lithographs made Iin New
York City and contained 333 pages. Not so am-
bitious was A Brief Description of Fort Dodge.

lowa: Its Agricultural
IOWA STATE DEMOCRAT Mineral, and Commer-
cial Facilities and Char-

STEAM PRESS PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT | .
acter which was printed
POST OFFICE by A. S. White at the
DAVENPORT, Sentinel Book & Job
BUILDING, I ot  ort
rintin ice in or

ERADY ST., IOWA. ’

Dodge. Lyons, lowa,

published a similar pam -

The Statt Democrat is one of the best Advertising Mediums in the M'est,
having a large and rapidly inevensing circulation. P hlet.

PUBLISHED DAILY &W EEK LY

Equally valuable

Daily, Weekly, $2, per annum. were the ambitious city
JOB PRINTING directories issued in such
Of every description executed with Neatness and Dispatch. flourishing towns as

D M RICIIAROSO.V, )

<”0. H. WEST.
I»T.

and Keokuk. These not

only listed all the citizens but included a classified
section containing many wunusual plates on the
various Industries and professions. The Dubuque
Emigrant Association was particularly ambitious:
witness its 52-page First Catalogue of Land For
Sale by the Dubugue Emigrant Association and
its two editions of Northern lowa.

In 1958 lowans find the Committee of One
Hundred prepared to solve their problems on
such subjects as agriculture and industry, educa-
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tion, taxation, and reapportionment. A century
ago a lone citizen who signed himself lowa

courageously offered his solution to similar prob-
lems in the Davenport W?"eekly Gazette of Janu-
ary 14:

There is one thing that Davenport must do, to retain
Its great vitality and healthy growth; she must adopt
every species of manufacturing that lays within her grasp;
for every new manufacturing establishment located here
gives character and permanency to the place. Persons
\vho own real estate certainly depend upon the growth of
the city to find sale for their realty. . . . With all her
natural advantages, will the property holders stand and
see manufacturing interests languish and die? If such a
thing 1is tolerated, not many years hence, many of your
platted city lots will be potato fields. If any man in the
city, who owns real estate, would make out an annual
statement of his wealth, and tax himself 5 per cent and
invest the same in some kind of a manufacturing estab-
lishment here, the real property would enhance in value
more than 20 per cent annually; and still realize a hand-
some profit out of his manufacturing investment.

In 1858 there was no Ezra Taft Benson but,

despite a calamitous crop failure due to wet
weather, the Davenport Weekly Gazette of April
29 had a solution for disheartened farmers:

Editors, who for so many years have been advising
everybody to go to farming, must endeavor to find some
other business for the unemployed, as the world . . . now
that a general peace seems to have possessed it, IS over-
stocked with provisions. Hard times caused by too much
to eat!
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Instead of a war to make prices of produce higher and
times better, let us encourage home production and con-
vert our iron ore into rails instead of depending upon Eng-
land, and manufacture within ourselves all of the gewgaws
to which we are indebted to France. Our manufactories
are 1idle and our importations do not increase. Until a
change is effected in our policy, times will continue hard
and men find life a continuous struggle. Society is badly
constituted when men have to look for their own prosperit\
to war among other nations. |In proportion as a countr\
Is self-reliant is it independent. The same may be said
of a city with respect to other cities. . . . Every manu-
factory established in Davenport contributes to make our
city self-reliant and consequently independent.

W ith lowa newspapers serving as a barometer,
It would seem that lowa prosperity, then and now.
was influenced by wars, the weather, and economic
recessions.

W illiam J. Petersen



Doctors, Drugs, Dentists

Despite the claim that lowa was one of the
healthiest states In the Union, the medical profes-
sion was well represented Iin lowa. Most of these
doctors were well compensated for their services,
borne, however, found it difficult to make a living,
and at least one Shell Rock physician committed
suicide by taking morphine rather than face an-
other hard year in 1858. At any rate, this twenty-
four-year-old doctor is said to have departed this
world because of pecuniary embarrassment, a
cause that was not entirely without precedent on
the American frontier any more than it was on the
more thinly settled lowa agricultural frontier a
century ago.

Ten county medical societies had been estab-
lished before 1858, and the Keokuk County Medi-
cal Association was organized that year. The
lowa State Medical Society, which had been
founded In 1850, held its ninth annual meeting In
Mount Pleasant on June 9, 10, 1858. Because of
Incessant rains and swollen streams a scant score
were present when President Thomas Siveter of
Salem called the meeting to order. Dr. D. L. Mc-
Gugin of Keokuk gave the evening address in the

Universalist Church, describing medicine as an
511
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Inspired science

quacks. Governor

ored guest at a

ton House/'

CONSTITUTION,

BY-LAWS

AND

CODE OE ETHICS

or THE

$otoa jltatt ifttrimal %orittu,

together with the

TRANSACTIONS

cr ™

EIGHTH AND NINTH ANNUAL MEETINGS,

HELD AT

IOWA CITY AND MOUNT PLEASANT,

1857—185S.

DAVENPORT:
PUBLISHING HOUSE OF LUSE. LANE A CO.

1858.

and severely castigating all
Ralph P. Lowe was the hon-
sumptuous repast at the Brazel-

During the summer of
1850 the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons of the
Upper Mississippl had
been moved from Daven-
port to Keokuk, where it

became the College of

Physicians and Surgeons.
Keokuk, the Medical De-
partment of the State Uni-
versity of lowa. 1In Octo-
ber, 1858, a new medical
building, constructed
through a loan of $15,000
from state funds, was dedi-
cated. It was

Seventh

located at
and Blondeau
streets.

Between 1840 and 1860
fully fifty medical schools

were established In the United States, mostly In

such states as Ohio,

Indiana, Illinois, Missourl,

and lowa. The lowa State Medical Society had

been established

nizing the profession

moting 1Its usefulness and respectability/

the purpose of harmo-

of medicine, and of pro-
Better
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trained doctors and 1i1mproved medical schools
were two objectives of the state society.

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.

Located in thecity of KEOKUK, IOW A.

: v nnal tessi-°ns | this Instifution.Is ogen about the_last of Oﬁtober or
first of November in each year, and continueS In session four months  SiX

U.UonTn ?he country.C°St “° ,hC S,udent isIm ,han at othtr re«ular las«-

HTOHES” MEDICAL AND SCRGICAL INFIRMARY AND ETK AND EAR INSTITUTE.

ard*and*Matron*in chum*1 AL" 8EAI?ON'8 for the reception of Patients-a competent Stew-
week. Reasonable chafes for°Medilkil & K r *H oo *° » 00N

A study of newspaper advertisements in 1858
le\ eals a tremendous competition between doctors,
skilled and unskilled, legitimate and quack. Many
of these early doctors placed more than a simple
business card In their newspaper advertisements.
Thus, Dr. George W . Scott, a graduate of the
Physio Medical College of Ohio, informed read-
ers of the Dubuque Express and Herald on Jan-
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uary 1, 1858, that he was “opposed to the use of
Calomel. Opium. Antomny. Blistering and kindred
agencies.” He offered his service as “physician,
surgeon, and Accoucheur In his office and resi-
dence at 6th and lowa streets where he had Pure
Botanic medicines for sale.

Doctor }. C. Lay, who practiced medicine and
surgery in Dubuque, had been a student of Dr.
Valentine Mott, a graduate of the University
Medical College in New York, and subsequently a

Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons, Lon-
don, England.* Before coming to Dubuque, Dr.
Lay had practiced two years in Buffalo, New York.

Another Dubuque physician, Dr. Baker,
boasted he was a “Fellow of the Royal College
of Surgeons of London and a Licentiate of the

Society of Apothecaries.” Such impressive cards,
when supported by the names of as many as a
dozen prominent citizens who were still living after
the doctors had practiced on them, no doubt

attracted many ailing patients to a doctor s office.

In addition to being called upon for the usual
allments common to man — coughs, colds, con-
sumption. fever and ague, malaria, the prairie
itch, and the diseases women and children fell
heir to, frontier practitioners were confronted with
a host of emergency ailments and operations.

Thus, late In the fall of 1858 several men en-
tered a Webster City store to make some pur-
chases. They were returning from Nebraska to
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their homes In Fayette County. Suddenly one man
clutched his breast, gasped, and fell to the floor
dead. Physicians were called who pronounced
him the victim of “rupture of the heart. The de-

ceased man left a wife and five children. “God
help and protect his stricken wife and helpless
babes! exclaimed the editor of the Hamilton

Freeman fervently.
On the same day, October 1, 1858, this same
editor chronicled another tragedy:

A few days since a family consisting of a husband, wife
and two small children arrived here on their return from
the western part of the state, to their old home near the
Mississippi. For several days previous one of the children
had been gradually declining, but they believed the journey
would not prove injurious, and they were pushing along
as rapidly as their circumstances would admit. But after
arriving here, the child grew worse and in a few hours
expired in their emigrant wagon, in the grove on the east
side of the town. The family had been unfortunate, an-
other child had died but a short time since, and no crops
had rewarded their labors this season, and their means
were well nigh exhausted. Their experiences of the west
have iIndeed been of the most gloomy character.

During the summer of 1858 the Maguoketa E x-
celsior told the story of a twelve-year-old lad who
was bitten by a rattlesnake while gathering black-
berries. He felt the shock of the rattler s stroke
through his entire body. Despite every effort of
doctor and parents the lad died Iin great pain.’
The EXxcelsior cautioned parents not to allow their
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children to walk in the woods or prairies without
Rattlesnake bites were so

wearing strong hoots.

PHYSICIANS.

NS A HOUR, M. D.,

OPERATING® AND CONSULTING

SURGEON,

190 MAIN STREET, DUBUQUE,
May 11,°59.

IOWA.

_ dawly(497
D R GEORGE W. SCOTT,

PHYSIO MEDICAL PHTSICIAK, SURGED* AMD ACCOUCHEUR.

_ Residence, corner of 8isth ud io*ft 8treHff
Sanative Medicines on band, and a few copies of |I* w
K S i1l* 'n Gk**1M “ThS nb r
June  W- dwit

DR. HILLIARD

RE-OPENED

INFIDMARY

For the t OF.
P.H IV AT it ASES
WITHOUT T
Syphilitic and Merco from tho

system.

IY3- Recent Onscs cured in from thr<*e to ten d«ys.
Rat|ents LIyi.NG it aJ)ihiw ii can cousott the Doctor
i&fé)ugh Post Ulflce, Itox <5, eucloniu® Stamp and One Dollar

1*5- All Communications strictly confidential
FEM AEE 'LI*NATi PILLS. "Price, Ohe Hoflat per % Nt

lull directions. \\ lieu sent by mall two Stamps are requwed
to pay return postage.

Hen suMering frrm the effects of secret mdulgence
6non Id inm udiaioly consult the Doctor, as he never fails to cure.

Office, Corner or Main and Tenth Strees— UpStalrs.
Dubuque, Aug. 2,1869. dawtf(718

of a grindstone

struck him 1In

that when

suggested the

commOon
someone
rattlesnake be made the

emblem the
Farmer

national
Working

launched Into a full col-

umn tirade against the

Idea.

Numerous farm acci-

dents recorded.
The Clayton

Journal

were
County
lamented the
death of John Jacobs, a

German wood cutter
about four miles from
Garnavillo. A  falling

timber struck Jacobs on
the head with
force as to

such a
"scatter his
brains on

The Mirror
graphically described

the death of
Mason when the crank

the back with a

the ground.
Lyons

Eugene

tremendous force as he stooped over to pick up

a clam shell

pioneer

he had dropped.

A Davis County

"working at Lowe’s mill accidentally came
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In contact with the saw while In motion, on Tues-
day last, and had one arm severed from his body
and was also severely cut in other portions of the
body. His recovery Is doubtful.

The Council Bluffs Nonpareil recorded the fol-
lowing “singular” threshing accident on January 9,
1858:

The Muscatine Journal says that a Mr. Curtis, residing
near that city, was shockingly injured by the explosion
of a cylinder of a threshing machine. His skull was frac-
tured at the forehead, and his face horribly mutilated. Dr.
John B. Coover, of this city, rendered all the surgical aid
possible in the case, but the unfortunate man died on
Sunday night. W e learn that the accident was occasioned
by running the machine too fast without feeding it. The
cylinder burst into a thousand atoms.

Considering their lack of experience, the oper-
ating instruments available, and their ignorance
of antiseptics, doctors sometimes effected near
miracles. On June 12, 1858, the Sioux City Eagle
declared:

Drs. Hunt and Saville, of this, removed the right leg of
a girl aged about thirteen years, living near St. Johns,
Nebraska, a few days since. The limb had been diseased
for many months with W hite Swelling, and threatened

to cause death. The limb was taken off about three inches
above the knee, and the patient is now convalescing.

Doctors themselves sometimes fell 1ll, as the
following from the Council Bluffs Nonpareil of
January 9, 1858, readily attests:

Dr. W. C. Grimes, has removed his office from Upper
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Broadway, to Second door west of the Post office, up-
stairs. The Dr. has been ill for some time past, but 1is
now again “upon his pegs,”“ and prepared to attend to

professional calls.

D ruggists

Doctors could probably blame the good health
of pioneer lowans on the amazing patent medi-
cines advertised In newspapers. Some of these
medicines claimed to cure all human ailments.
Thus, Ayer s Cathartic Pills were good for cos-
tiveness, Dyspepsia, Sour Stomach, Nervousness,
Sick Head Aches, Nausea, Rheumatism, Gout,
Inflamatory Fevers, Scrofula, Erysipelas, Liver
Complaint, Jaundice, and Bilious Affections. As
a dinner pill” these wonder drugs were “both
agreeable and useful” In purifying the blood.

Ayer s Cherry Pectoral advertised itself as
good for the rapid cure of coughs, colds, hoarse-
ness, bronchitis, whooping cough, croup, asthma,
and incipient consumption. The same firm’s Com-
pound Extract of Sarsaparilla was the most effec-
tive remedy for Scrofula, or King’s Evil and in ad-
dition cured such diseases as “Eruptive and SKin
Diseases, St. Anthony’s Fire, Rose, or Erysipelas,
Pimples, Postules, Blotches, Blains and Boils, T u-
mors, Tetter and Salt Rheum, Scald Head, Ring-
worm, Rheumatism, Syphilitic and Mercurial dis-
eases, Dropsy, Dyspepsia, Debility, and, indeed,
All Complaints Arising From Vitiated or Impure
Blood.”
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If Ayer s pills did not effect a cure, Herrick's

Sugar Coated Pills and Kid Strengthening Plas-
ters were sure to Let the Sick Rejoice.” Doctor

Morses Indian Root Pills were equally miracu-
lous as was Osgood's India Cholagogue, Hos~
tetter’s Bitters, or Dr. Foord’s Pectoral Syrup,
and Sanford s Liver Invigorator.

JOHW

Wholesale & Retail Dealer in

DRUGS AND

AKVKHTISKMKMS. ITILENN has on hand the

" largest and best selected

P. aUl€BBY, stock- of Drugs, Medicines,
Faint, Oil,&c , ever brought

wJleerOf the Mississippi river,

and knows how to put them

and =0 mistake:

He Is receiving a large stock

6f sugar, molasses, coffee,

soda, tobacco, cigars, &c.*

and In fact everything'Usually keptin a

Aaiitis, (Oils, (;Mess, Jbr Stuffs, &t. first class I)rug Store.  Also, a fine as-

sortment of.Jewelry, which he is selling

36 TIAIA STREET. D(BI'QUE, IOW A . AT COST July 24, 1858_10

Some of these patent medicines were strongly

recommended by medics. Dr. A. G. Doom of
Bloomfield, in speaking of Dr. Hall’s Balsam for
the Lungs, declared in the Democratic Clarion of
December 29th:

| have been practising medicine upward of twenty years

In

lowa, and the climate is very productive of coughs,

colds, and bronchial affections of the lungs, in connection

with bilious derangement. | have sought for a remedy,

but have often failed Iin my investigations. Now, by pre-

scribing Dr. Hall’s Balsam, | can exclaim Eureka (I have

found
ever

it). | unhesitatingly say it is the best medicine
Introduced.
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For sale by Sloan & Gibbons, J. B. Glenn, Bloomfield;
. )» Earhard, Troy; Drake & Sons, Drakeville.

Not all doctors were so complimentary of patent
medicines. Thus, OIld Sands of Life, one of the
most widely advertised patent medicines, had been
compounded by an wunsuccessful newspaper man
who subsequently built up a fortune approaching
$100,000 on OId Sands.” Dr. Hall, of the Jour-
nal of Health, analyzed the drug and was quoted
as follows in the Davenport Gazette of May 21 :

Old Sands of life <charges two dollars, when made
from the very purest and most expensive materials used,
costs exactly sixteen cents, bottle and all. And he fur-
ther charges, as do many others, that it is a deleterious
article at best. The following, from the Gleaner, is a very
severe rap: “Messrs. Editors:— Permit me, through
your columns, to bear testimony to a valuable medicine.
My great aunt has been striving to reach heaven for
twenty years. Having a cough, she finally fell into the
hands of the retired clergyman.” whose sands of life have
nearly run out.’

She purchased a bottle of the Cannabis Indica, from
which she gained strength, judging from the violence of
her cough. On taking the second bottle her strength so
increased, that she was able to cough all day and night
without interruption. The third bottle landed her in
heaven. Thus in a brief space of time, the fond hopes
and anticipations of more than a quarter of a century are
realized for the sum of seven dollars, twelve and a half
cents. To those persons who are desirous of changing
worlds, changing husbands and wives, this medicine is

confidently recommended.”
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Dentists

The dental profession was well-represented,
particularly in the larger lowa towns. Dr. R. S.
Barber and Dr. M. W . Hicks were listed in the
Keokuk Business Directory for 1857. Dubuque
listed the following six dentists in the 1858 City
Directory: V. J. David, Charles J. Ford, C. Poor,
J. P. Porter, Henry

Smith, and T. A. JULIUS CHESEBROUGH,

Spottswood. In Dav-
enport, Dr. R. D. My-

ers carried an adver-
M vnranrtr, $

tisement noting h s | o .
Office 83 Perry 8t., over the Davenport GajCoda, in Xenrfn’i BisA.

change of address
: | " Dr. CftESEBRoron will endeavor to maintain the reputation which he

rom Forr B had at the East, for superior workmanship in the manufacture of the
0 0 ests 0C most approved styles ot PORCELAIN TEETH. He invites the moat
critical examination.

~Particular attention given to all Dental Operations, which are
registered and warranted.

to Third and Perry.

Dr. Julius Chese- He would respectfully solicit favors from those needing such service,
] ] and takes pleasure in referring, by permission, to
b rO U g h a d V e I't I S e d h I m = I>r Barrows, Ohos. Power», E>q# Jo» l.umbrile, Esq, H. S True, Eso.
4 Ba_lker, B B Woodward, 4 A P, MUStz e Jno N Roger», Esq.
’ 41WW|thr|rwax, Bor.)J. P M(E(ona li V 8lnyuiAker,M W A Rrmingion,
- A Hailey, Eiq, M 1). T Packard, P Mervrin, " C. W Smith, ’
S€ If as a D en ta I S ur A LI Burrow,= At K XUgouit» Jlon.J >1 Cannon, W..11. F.nélurie/. "

Messrs. Cook X Sargent, J. M D. Burrows, Ex»q

geon who had been

trained iIn Mechanical and Operative dentistry
in all i1ts branches. Few men carried a larger ad-
vertisement than that of Dr. James Morros in the
Davenport Daily Gazette of May 27, 1858:

JAMES MORROS,
SURGEON 6 MECHANICAL DENTIST Offers his
services as such to his friends and the public in general,
believing that he can and will give entire satisfaction in all
work done in the Dental line. He has been engaged in Dr.

Goodrich s office for the last fifteen months, and believing
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that he has sustained his former reputation as a Dentist,
he asks for a portion of the patronage of his friends and
the public. His acquirements in the knowledge of Dentis-
try, and arrangements in his office and laboratory are such
that he is prepared to do any work in the Dental line. His
mode of work is different from all others in this section of
the country, being more cleanly and durable, and worn
with more comfort and satisfaction to the wearer. He will
put in artificial indentures from one to an entire set, and

do all other work appertaining to Dentistry.
Office and residence connected, on Fourth street, second
House West of Main, adjoining Dr. Fountain’s residence.

Any number of references given if required.

Further out on the frontier, in the less populous
towns, dentists who could not find enough work
In their home town apparently traveled to other
smaller communities as did circuit riding preach-
ers. On August 27, 1858, the Webster City
Hamilton Freeman carried the following notice of
a Des Moines dentist.

Some time during the month of August, | shall visit

Webster City for the purpose of attending to my business
In the line of my profession. Every kind of Dental Opera-

tions performed, and warranted to give satisfaction.
S. C. BROWNELL.

Des Moines, July 1, 1858. Surgeon Dentist.

Sometimes complaints were raised over the ex-
orbitant professional fees charged by dentists.
The Mitchell County Republican contains the fol-
lowing item which may or may not have occurred
In lowa.

“Well. Doctor.” said a chap, suffering with the tooth-
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ache, “how much do you ax for the job? Guy! but you did
It quick though!” “My terms,"” replied the dentist, “are
one dollar. “A dollar for one minute’s work! One dol-
lar— thunder! W hy, a doctor down tour place drawed
a tooth for me two years ago. and it took him two hours.
He dragged me all around the room, and lost his grip half
a dozen times. | never seed such hard work — and he
charged me only twenty-five cents. A dollar for a minute’s
work! O. git out! you must be jokin!”

A number of notable deaths occurred during
1858. Nationally, one might record the departure
of Dred Scott, who had squatted on Dr. John
Emerson s claim in Scott County during the 1830 s
while his owner was stationed at Fort Armstrong.
Dr. lIsaac Galland, who pioneered In the Half-
Breed Tract in Lee County, also died Iin 1858.
Bishop Mathias Loras, the first Roman Catholic
Bishop of the Territory of lowa and a resident of
Dubuque since his arrival in 1839, died from a
stroke of paralysis, with which he was struck
down some months ago, and from the effects of
which he never recovered.” Dred Scott, Isaac
Galland, and Mathias Loras, each in his own par-
ticular way, made unusual contributions to the
history of lowa.

Doctors, druggists, dentists, these professional
men had assumed an ever-increasing role Iin lowa
by 1858. Doctors particularly were already be-
coming a more professional group and were gain-
Ing recognition beyond the borders of lowa. The
Davenport Weekly Gazette of February 25, 1858,
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was proud to point out that Dr. J. H. Rauch of
Burlington had become a visiting professor on the
Rush Medical College staff in Chicago. And a
Des Moines editor called the attention of readers
of the lowa Weekly Citizen to the fact that Dr.
}. C. Hughes of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons had for the third time operated success-

fully for the removal of stone from the bladder
of a seventy-year-old patient. The distinguished
professor of surgery of the Medical Department
of the University of lowa at Keokuk had removed
four calcult in the third operation. Few cases
were on record where patients this old had under-
gone three successful operations. Truly, lowa was
forging ahead iIn the professions.

W illiam J. Petersen



From Steamboat To Iron Horse

lowa was in the throes of a revolution iIn trans-
portation and communication in 1858. Prior to
the Civil W ar the Mississippi was still the main
highway for freight and passenger service be-
tween lowa and such towns as St. Louis, New
Orleans, Louisville, Cincinnati, and Pittsburgh.
The completion of the telegraph to the Mississippl
iIn 1848 and the laying of the Atlantic Cable iIn
1858 were epochal feats in the annihilation of
time and space. And nowhere In the world was
the conquest of space taking place more rapidly
than in the American Middle West.

Steamboating was in its heyday between 1855
and 1860. There were more steamboat arrivals
at various Mississippl ports during these years
than In any other period. Furthermore, most of
these boats were larger and faster packets than
had plied the Upper Mississippl In earlier times.
Increasing steam traffic on both the Des Moines
and the Missouri was recorded. Enterprising citi-
zens of Des Moines were actually building a
steamboat In 1858 that would run from Des
Moines to Fort Dodge the following year.

The heaviest traffic, of course, was along the

Upper Mississippl where navigation opened early
525
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in 1858. On March 16 the Dubuque Daily E x-
press and Herald recorded the arrival of the Al-
hambra as the first boat of the season. The Grey
Eagle, commanded by Daniel Smith Harris, was
the first boat to reach St. Paul, setting a record
when she churned into that port on March 25.

Some idea of the tremendous steamboat traffic
along the eastern border of lowa can be gained
from the number of boats docking at various lowa
ports. In the two weeks following the arrival of
the Alhambra at the Key City, the Dubuque editor
recorded the Audubon, the Badger State, the Bra-
zil, the Chippewa, the Envoy, the Eolian, the Excel-
sior, the Fanny Harris, the Fire Canoe, the Flora,
the G. H. Wilson, the Granite State, the Grey
Eagle, the Henry Clay, the Itasca, the Kate Cas-
sel, the Key City, the Lake City, the Metropolitan,
the Milwaukee, the Oakland, and the War Eagle.
In addition to these twenty-two craft, the Belfast,
Dew Drop, James Lyon, Laclede, and Lucy M ay
were advertised as on their way up from St. Louis.

These boats carried an iIimmense amount of
freight both upstream and downstream. Two
thousand pigs of lead and eighty barrels of flour
formed a part of the Alhambra s cargo down-
stream from Dubuque. Under the caption A
Good Sign!” the Express and Herald of March
17 declared:

Our levee begins already to assume a bustling appear-
ance, and as the season advances so favorably, business



FROM STEAMBOAT TO IRON HORSE 527

will speedily infuse a new life into our veins. The mi-
gratory habits of our people are shown by the number of
strangers who will commence pouring in by rails and boats,
until our hotels are filled to overflowing.

W e notice, in connection with our levee, that the Al-
hambra, owing to the inclemency of the weather and the
great amount of freight to be shipped, will not leave until

this evening.

The Express and Herald was not slow to note
the various cargoes arriving at or departing from
Dubuque. The firm of West & Hopkins had al-
ready shipped 7,000 pigs of lead. Six hundred
bags of wheat were loaded on the Granite State.
The Conewago left the following day with 740
barrels of flour. W hen the Chippewa Falls passed
upstream with a large shipment of plows from
Moline, the editor queried, “W hy <cannot our
dealers have this trade?"™ Such activity as well as
rivalry existed 1in all the river towns between
Keokuk and Dubuque.

Meanwhile, the decade prior to 1858 had wit-
nessed some historic railroad events culminating
In the linking of the Atlantic with the Mississippi
by rail. The first railroad constructed west of
Chicago was the Galena & Chicago Union
[North Western] in 1848. The Rock Island was
the first to reach the Mississippl — arriving at

Rock Island opposite Davenport on February 22,
1854. Three other lowa river towns were linked
with the Atlantic Ocean In 1855. The Burlington
was opened for traffic to the Mississippl opposite
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Burlington on March 17; the Illinois Central and
the Galena & Chicago Union opened their joint
track to Dunleith opposite Dubugue on June 12;
and the Galena & Chicago Union completed a
second track from West Chicago to the Missis-
sippi opposite Clinton on December 16. Two
years later, in 1857, the Milwaukee was completed
between Milwaukee and Prairie du Chien.

By 1858 the race across lowa was proceeding
from a half-dozen points on the Mississippi. Orion
Clemens seems to have caught the spirit of the
changing times in his Keokuk Directory and Busi-
ness Mirror for 1857. According to Clemens:

In the grand westward march, the hunter follows the
buffalo s track; is himself followed by the emigrants
wagon; it by the stage coach; succeeding that is the rail-
road, and after that manufactures and trade in their most
expanded form. Already seven projected railroads hold
a menacing attitude towards the coach; and the latter, as
If frightened by the prospect, but more probably encour-
aged by the large amount of travel, commences this sum-

mer to pursue its devious, toilsome, weary, winding way
three hundred miles further westward, to-wit: a daily

line between Keokuk and Nebraska City. In the mean-
time the iron horse is already galloping up the Des Moines
Valley; will be making regular trips around the Lower

Mississippi Rapids the coming summer, and will be har-
nessed to the cars on the road from Keokuk to connect

with the Chicago and Quincy Railroad some time this year.

lowa newspapers were filled with railroad
schedules, not only of those under construction In
lowa, but also for those linking lowa with Chi-
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Dubuque ItPacific RallkgokGk, Fort De* Moine«, alid Minnesota

RAILROAD.

N and after January 26, 1858,train« will run by
DUBUQUE CITY TIME, as followo :

Passenger Train will leave Dubnque at 8 45 AL M.

Arrive at Julien 926 Arrive at Parley 10 16 :
“ Caledonia, 940 “ Dyersvillo 10 36 Chan ge o fTime.
«  Epwortli, 10 “ Nottingham 11 Id

Passenger Train will leave Nottingham at 12 30 P. BA |
Arrive at Dyersvillo 106  Arrive at Caledonia 2 00 N ew A rran g emen t

¢ Farley 126 “ " Julien 2 20 - : o
Kpworth 140 + Dubugue 300 Through tickets to 8t» Louis, Louis
ville, Cincinnati, &c. &cC.

A Freight Train with Passenger Car attached wll

leave Nottingham at 630 A M. | WO tl’ains emh |Vay Dal|y—SundayS ex-
Arrive at Dyersville7 20  Arrive at Ca’edcnia 8 50 ecp'edt
a Farley 7 66 - Julien 9 20
“  Epworth 8 26 “  Dubuque 19 15 LEAVING Keokuk at 7 a m
A Frieght Train with Passenger car attached will a 2 2 .40 p. nr
leave Dubuque at 310 P. M 4 I ~ '
Arrive at Julien 400 Arrive at Farley 520 tentonsport .20 am
Caledonia 4 SO Dyer_svnr!o 6 45 B n 30 p. m.
Epworth 456 DOTTKRES,Onggt,am °3 " Connecting at the latter place with the
0. B. STOW,Uen’ITlucket ﬁ\g’t, Post conches of the Western Stage Com-
J. A PINTO, Qen’l Freight Ag»t : : :
Jan 27 1868, dAvx?ly(73g pany for all points in the Des Moines

Valley, and throughout Middle, Western
and South-western lowa, Nebraska,

Kansas. &.C1!
(KT Passengers for Cincinnati, Louis-
MISSISSIPPlI & MISSOURI ville and the South-eastern and Eastern
cities, will find this the cheapest* most
aa.  j.Ja ama a jIvS expeditious, and the most comfortable
AR ARy route to these points.

1%yt<KO=*pu4,)ta follow®

THROUGH TICKETS!

\.\.I r"stM upr gfc%ll) R ~ ~~ BM » .
W e o WOl po mofercar L DoRm at reduced cost, to all points south and
fatlgw"/ 11 € OOl tally. (Ho®doys#looptes east of Keokuk may be had at the Rail-
e R ) o T e e road office at /tentohsporti
*2rwlo w 4~/ ro
VM M tpr train® «1+rlbl® Road ruo through in*a lo»» Passengers for the East should be sure
Aectiog 1het® with traina osar hnih 1b# KitchUrre h ick ia /f
juatihoagra aod Vlichlfa® C«Dtr<_<| RiII_raad® for oil potato to purC ase tIC ets vVia entonsport
i/OIlroaA ’Hd>«rlttr)1 to%lc?l%)aot®zggIE)euo\AIIIICFchfb!”;%%I@Sofl?tnhtrilo S D W I G H T EATO N *
tool® to Chlro. - -
an:oo’(gihltlcitouforgtlth_(? pr_inkgf)alﬂlla"loll®ltaél ®u4 Englneer and Superlntendent
D twacafsts ory roilltd® MEtbf neom it ()))f|?yl'vlifcllnl’; SAM. A. .BLACK,

Ho®« llractlom®a®to«ba dilani o of tiolr
»-

- Assistant Superintendent, and General
Passenger “fgent»
Ticket Office at Rail Road Depot»
June 26th, 1856.

»
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cago and

the Atlantic seaboard.

By 1858 tracks

had been laid westward from Keokuk to Bentons-

port,

New Arrangement!

rpHE traveling public are hereby noti*

fled that the Western Stage
Company are now prepared to convey
passengers to and from Bloomfield with
comfort and dispatch, making close con-
nections with the cars for Keokuk at

Bentonsport, dailly® by a FOUR HORSE
line of

NEW & COMMODIOUS COACHES.

A'so, daily connections made with the
cars at Rome, for Burlington.

//1so, a daily line of Hacks west, run-
ning through all the county seats in the
southern tier of counties, to the

MISSOURI RIVER.

Passengers for northern  Missourti,
southern Nebraska and Kansas, will find
It to their advantage to take this ronie
west, as they will be carried ithrough with
dispatch and cc”fort.

Stages start foi  his point daily from
Bentonsport and Rom , immediately upon
the arrival of the curs at 1hose places,
and leave daily for north east, east and
wesj, at half past Go’clock, A. M.

Oty’ Stage office at the ‘American
House,” WM. J. LAW,

Agent Western S'age Company.

Bloomfieid, April 1st, 1858—4-11.

the W estern

from Burlington to Fairfield,

from Daven-
to Washington and
City, from Lyons-
Clinton to DeWitt, and
from Dubuque to Notting-
ham [Earlvillel.

The
coaches as

port
low a

need for stage
depicted by
Clemens was still
very great in 1858. The

Stage Company

Orion

W estern
Inserted advertisements in
most papers and generally
plaudits

received warm

for carrying passengers

and mail through under
the most adverse condi-
tions. The lowa Farmer

of February 18, 1858, de-
clared :

W e have a word for the

traveler. If you wish to make
good time, receive Kkind treat-
ment, and go about as com-
fortable as the nature of
things will permit this cold

weather, we commend to you

Stage Company’s Coaches; and if you wish

those other comforts which enter so largely into the afFec-
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tions of travelers as well as those who do not travel, a
sojourn at Downing’ at Oskaloosa. Amos at Eddyville,
Bacon’s at Fairfield. Eichelberger’s at Mt. Pleasant, and
the Wightman House at Burlington, will secure all you
desire. AIll are more known to fame than the National,
Bacon’s at Fairfield, but when John S. has been as long
in the field as the others he will be as extensively and as
favorably known. Try them and if it is not as we tell you,
draw upon us for your bills and they will be honored.

The Webster City Hamilton Freeman ex-
pressed warm satisfaction with the performance
of the Western Stage Company in 1its issue of
July 8.

Thus far during the season the roads have been very
bad, and travel has been greatly interrupted. But our
mail services have suffered no hindrance. On the con-
trary, they are constantly improving. W hen Col. Heath s
Deputies do their duty, our Dubuque dailies reach wus
three days after they are issued. The traveler now reaches
Dubuque in three days from this point. — For this good
management and speed, the public are indebted to Mc-
CHESNEY, the popular and well-known western agent
of the Company. During all the wet season he has been
very active, and the present efficiency of the route Is owing
to his efforts. His star, as Stage Agent, will one of these
days set in the smoke of the locomotive — but till then,
the Company cannot find a more prudent and energetic
manager.

Equally delighted was the editor of the Du-
bugue Times who wrote on December 10:

On two occasions, during the last three or four months,
we have had an opportunity to witness the metal of horses



Washington, lowa,
celebrated the arrival of
the Southwestern Divi-
sion of the Rock Island
[M & M] on Septem-
ber 1, 1858. Thirteen
cars brought guests
from such towns as
lowa City, Davenport,
Muscatine,  Columbus
Junction, Oskaloosa,
and Sigourney. Five
thousand people attend-
ed the celebration and
three thousand feet of
tables were set with the
finest foods. Toasts
were made to railroads,
the Atlantic Cable, Chi-
cago and ten other
towns, newspapers, la-
borers, and the ladies.
Among the notable lo-
wans present were Hi-
ram Price, J. B Grin-
nell, J. Scott Richman,
J. R. Needham, J. Thor-
Ington, Francis Spring-
er, Fitz Henry Warren,
Dr. J Bowen, and
Judge Thayer. Bands
blared martial music and
ladies in  hoop skirts
added color to the occa-
sion. Frank Leslie's Il-
lustrated Newspaper of
November 13, 1858,
carried the story with
drawings of Muscatine
and the Washington
celebration by Mr.
Ronde, Dutch Creek
artist.

VIEW OK MUSCATINE, IOWA.—FROM A

THE GREAT RAILROAD CELEBP
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PN OF 1858 AT WASHINGTON

The arrival of a rail-
road at any lowa town
was followed by a gala
celebration. Special
trains carried the In-
vited guests to the col-
orful affair and
speeches, toasts, din-
ners. band music, and
parades were common
features. In 1854 the
arrival of the Rock Is-
land at the Mississippi
was the occasion for a
steamboat excursion
from Rock Island and
Davenport to St. Paul.
Seven boats were char-
tered to carry more
than 1300 guests.

In 1858 the Dubuque
& Pacific ran an excur-
sion to Nottingham, the
Burlington celebrated
the completion of its
track to Fairfield, and
the Keokuk & Des
Moines Valley ran one
to Birmingham.

Prominent state offi-
cials. newspaper editors,
rallroad executives, and
citizens from towns
along the way, or far-
ther west, who hoped
soon to share a similar
experience, were among
the Invited quests. The
arrival of the railroad
was one of the most
memorable events In the
life of any lowa com-
munity.
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belonging to the Western Stage Company, and. although,
we have ridden a great many thousand miles in a stage
coach we have no recollection of having seen better ani-
mals than some of those that run between Nottingham
and West Union. They are, with few exceptions, as fat
as woodchucks that have been pastured in a field of clover,
and almost as supple as antelopes.

In September, we came down one morning, from W ater-
loo to Independence, and the last ten miles were made
Inside of one hour. At times the horses seemed to fly over
the prairies. W e had a taste of what De Quincy calls
“the glory of motion;” and were half inclined, with the
“Opium Eater,” to give the preference to the stage coach,
over every other vehicle of conveyance. This iIs taking it
for granted that we can choose a good road, and be driven
by one of the Jehus in the service of the Western Stage

Company.

The Hamilton Freeman wholeheartedly agreed

with these words:

The above compliment is well deserved. On this end of
the route the Company have as fine a lot of nags as ever
whirled a coach over the turnpike. The drivers are sober
and civil, and as good fellows every way as we have ever
met. And to keep all this machinery In motion, requires
just such a tireless ubiquitous, wide-awake and enterpris-
ing General Agent as “Tom M<cChesney,” who has held
forth in that capacity for some time past. We wish Tom
every success till his sun is eclipsed by the Iron Horse —
hoping he will be rich enough to retire by that time.

The Mitchell County Republican of January 21,
1858, endorsed a Minnesotian’s estimate of the
“Lacy’s Line of Stages.”
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The above line connects this place with Mankato on
the St. Peters river. The following item from the Southern
Minnesota Star shows its popularity.

Lacy s mail coaches are up to time every week, and
never fail in bringing us our regular Eastern mail. They
leave Albert Lea for Mitchell on Every Saturday, and
for Mankato and St. Peter every Wednesday.

Many small towns advertised their own “mail,
express, and passenger hacks.” On November 4,
1858, the Mitchell County Republican noted:

McFartland &CO.,proprietors
Leave Mitchell every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday,
for Floyd, St. Charles, North Washington, Ft. Atkinson.
Calmar, Ossian, Postville, Springfield. Monona and Mc-
Gregor.

Office at the American House.

The same editor was distressed with the un-
certain mail deliveries, particularly during the
legislative session:

W e need a tri-weekly mail connecting us with W ater-
loo, or Cedar Falls. Now we have but a weekly mail, and
even that is quite irregular. Nearly all the letters we re-
ceive from the Capital are from three to four weeks on
the way, whereas with proper mail facilities they would
reach us iIn one week. — W e see by the advertisements
for proposals that bids are invited for a tri-weekly service
upon this route and hope it will be secured.

It 1s worth noting that the Governor of lowa
chose a Des Moines River steamboat as an easier
mode of transportation back home. On March 25.
the lowa Farmer laconically reported:
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Governor Lowe, who has been here during the whole
of the session of the Legislature, left for his home at Keo-
kuk. on the steamer EDWIN MANNING

Hotels and Livery stables were In great demand
iIn 1858. Dubuque, the metropolis, had twenty-
eight hotels and other towns had hotels commen-
surate with their size. Salesmen and prospective
land-buyers hired a horse and buggy to accomplish

KEYSTON HOU

NARRISOX ST., BET. FRONT AND SECOND,
One Square Below Steam Packet and Ferry Landing,

J. K. RHODES, Proprietor.

___ This House is one of the most pleasant locations, commanding
a fine view of the Mississippi River and Rock Island.

BOARD 31.00 ~PEiL1d"MAy /"*

PARKER & SPEARING,

Xiberg anb ah tables,
Opposite the Le Claire House,

Horses and Carriages always on hand. Extras fitted out at short notice-
Horses bought and sold.

their work. The livery stable, the blacksmith, and
the wagon and buggy maker continued to form
an Important part of the lowa scene until the
horseless carriage gradually shunted them aside
after the turn of the century.

W illiam J. Petersen



Immigrants From Near and Far

The westward trek of emigration across the
Mississipppl, which reached torrential proportions
In lowa between 1854 and 1856, was still flowing
Into the Hawkeye State in 1858. Early that spring
Horace Greeley observed through the columns of
his New York Tribune that at this time no State
nor Territory can hold out inducements to settlers
equal to lowa; and it is the opinion of discerning
men that the year 1858 will witness a larger im-
migration to this State, than any preceding one.

It was this same Greeley who is reputed to have
saild to Josiah B. Grinnell in 1854 — “Go West,
young man, go West, and grow up with the coun-
try. Four years later, Greeley could still find
much in favor of lowa.

lowa is probably not quite so fertile as |Illinois, but its
prairies are smaller, its timber better distributed, if not
more abundant, and its plains more frequently cut by the
ravines of swiftly running streams. W e consider it more
healthful In the average than Illinois, while its population,
mainly emigrants from New England and New York, are
decidedly intelligent, moral and thrifty. W e have traveled
far less in lowa than in other Western States, but have

seen none, on the whole, to be preferred to this for a home.

Most lowans would have been pleased by these
537
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highly complimentary remarks but not the editor
of the Davenport Weekly Gazette. Illinois, that
editor pointed out on April 15, 1858, was not In
as good a “financial condition” as lowa with the
result that taxes were higher. Furthermore, com-
parable lowa land sold for half the price of simi-

larly located land 1in [Illinois.

Speculation has run wild In that and many other new
W estern States, and fixed an over-evaluation on lands
not justified by the circumstances. In lowa, the large por-
tion of the land has been purchased by actual settlers, and
are now occupied by them, and the increased value of
these lands has only been in proportion to improvements
and to the steady progress of the State. W hen emigrants
can purchase lands in lowa at less than half what they
have to pay in Illinois, for instance, similarly located as
to centrality, markets, &c., they must certainly give this
State the preference.

The Eastern emigration of this spring will scarcely stop
East of the Mississippi. West of it, what other State or
what territory, offers greater inducements of cheapness of
land, fertility of soil, rich abundance of mineral wealth,
healthiness of climate, greater freedom from financial bur-
dens and heavy taxes, a more moral tone of society, better
schools, more churches, greater freedom of opinion and
action, than our own glorious State of lowa? W e ask
Mr. Greely while he is examining the physical advantages
of Western States, In connection with Eastern emigration,
to extend his researches to things which in this article we

merely just touched.

Mindful of the values accruing from an ever-
expanding population, a number of lowans went
east to encourage Immigration to the Hawkeye
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State. Such a promoter was General George B.
Sargent, of the firm of Cook and Sargent of Dav-
enport, whose masterly” speech in Boston on the
wealth and resources of the West was recorded
In the Boston Traveler. The Davenport Weekly
Gazette of March 4. 1858, was delighted with
Sargent’s effort:

W e are glad that a voice from lowa, and so hearty and
manly a voice, has been raised in Boston, to tell them
what we are doing here. W e hope the same voice will
be raised in New York and other Eastern cities. An old
citizen who had received a copy of this abstract from Gen.
Sargent, says that after reading it, he considered himself
worth one thousand dollars more than before! The lec-
turer was paid the compliment of a tremendous audience.
The hall at which he was to have lectured, was found ut-
terly inadequate to accommodate the multitude, and they
were compelled to adjourn to a larger hall. W e are glad
to see our fellow-citizen appreciated abroad as well as
at home, and more especially to notice so much interest
In the W est being manifested at the Athens of America.

In addition to speeches such as Sargent s, pros-
pective emigrants were lured westward to lowa
by such guides as Northern lowa / / By a Pioneer
/[ | Containing Valuable Information for Emi-
grants. Published by the Dubuque Emigrant As-
sociation, this forty-page pamphlet went into at
least two editions and was widely heralded
throughout lowa and the nation. While some
northern editors felt the title 'Northern lowa
was gratuitous and that the book actually was pin-
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pointed on Dubuque, there was plenty of informa-
tion on other sections of lowa. The opening para-
graph must have caused many a prospective emi-
grant to prick up his ears.

The United States Govern-

1O W A . ment will dispose of large quan-
tities of lands lying in the Fort

Dodge and Sioux City Districts,

early in the spring. Most of

BY A FION e i;lt. these lands can be pre-empted at

N ORTHERN

one dollar and twenty-five cents
per acre, by actual settlers. Pay-

coNTA TRV ment can be made at any time
within a year of the settlement.
The sections alternate to the
sections granted to the Dubuque
and Pacific Railroad Company,
may also be pre-empted.

VALUABLE INFORMATION

FOR KMIGRANTS.
The booklet described the

abundant supply of wood,
S coal, lumber, Ilime, Dbrick,
building stone, water, and
the value of gypsum in the
H>XJ3TJ Q U E :
KONTABETI. JOB ntnfTfXC AND fT*M<ntXC M WAIX 5TRtrr F O rt D O d g e a re a . It d e -
YR3A
scribed the homestead law

and lowa’s prowess in the livestock industry. It
pointed out that lowa’s farmers already produced
more corn than New York and the six New Eng-

land states combined. The healthful climate of
the Hawkeye State as well as its freedom from

criminals and paupers was emphasized.
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The Council Bluffs Nonpareil was impressed
with Northern lowa and urged its citizens to pre-
pare a similar booklet on Council Bluffs and
southwestern lowa. Omaha, the editor pointed
out, had already published such a pamphlet setting
forth the advantages of that town, and the results
were plainly traceable In the progress of that
city. He hoped Council Bluffs citizens would act
upon his suggestion.

The editor of the Chicago Press could not re-
frain from calling attention to the vigorous meas-
ures employed by the Dubugque Emigrant Asso-
ciation iIn engaging the services of a German
Agent to obtain subscriptions of a sufficient
amount to publish an edition of 10,000 copies of
Northern lowa in the German language setting
forth the advantages offered iImmigrants. This
edition was for gratuitous distribution in the East-
ern States, and in Europe. W hen work began on
the German edition the Independence Guardian
declared :

W e received last week a call from Mr. C. J. Witten-
berg, agent for the Dubuque Emigrant Association, who
Is traveling through Northern lowa, collecting informa-
tion for the purpose of setting forth the superior advan-
tage which this part of the State offers to settlers, which
will be published and distributed to those coming W est.
Mr. M. iIs a correspondent of German papers published
both in this country and the fatherland,” so that a double
object and a double good is attained. W e hope our
brother editors give him all the information 1in their
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power, recollecting that by so doing they will not only
benefit Mr. W . but themselves, and those whose interests
they, in a great degree hold in their hands as well.

The various economic, social, religious and po-
litical forces at work caused an ever iIncreasing
number of emigrants to seek out lowa. According
to the Davenport Weekly Gazette of April 22:

The tide of travel is westward. In our homeward trip
from New York we took the indirect route via Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh and Fort Wayne, and yet in the whole
course, so thronged were the cars, that only once and
then but for a few miles, did we have an entire car seat.
At the same time we observed that those cars going east-
ward were comparatively empty. — But not until reaching
Chicago did the real jam commence, and then extra cars
had to be added to the train, showing that the emigration
Is towards our own favored State. It is yet early in the
season, so that we anticipate a heavy addition to our popu-

lation this spring.

W hile thousands came by steamboat, both to
the Upper Mississippi and the Missouri, the cov-
ered wagon as well as the railroad brought count-
less numbers. The Weekly Gazette observed:

All the emigration is not to be found along the Missouri
river towards Kansas, nor up the Mississippi towards St.
Paul. Some of it comes this way. A few days ago we
saw a team drawn by eight, perhaps ten cattle, and head-
iIng for the West. The wagon was full of household and
farming implements, as well as a goodly gquantity of human
bipeds. A man was walking along side with a rifle in the
hollow of his arm, and a stripling was directing the animals.
The father will become a sturdy farmer, the boy may go
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to Congress after a while, and lowa will be benefited.
Come along, all such, for there is a plenty of land left . . .

Halfway across the state the Webster City
Hamilton Freeman of July 8 chronicled immigra-
tion under the caption "Westward, Ho!

A large number of teams are
daily passing through this place,
carrying merchandise, emigrants w KM
and their families, implements of
husbandry. 6¢c. Since the roads

became passable there has been
Incorporated the 92d day of January. 1856.

a perfect rush. This 1is a wise Z\FIT\L STOI 6800 poo .
movement, for there 1S not a bet- J. P FARLEY, Pres. JOHN BREhEMAN, Sec.
. J. r. KUUKY. DireECTORS. 11IUNIIV ANIIKILSON.
ter region of country under the o luNiKK,
Office, lowa Street, bet. 3d and 4th, up stairs.
sun than north-western lowa. ) SIreet, bel. od and 4th, up

DUUUQ., K .0OW.V.
The Sioux City Eagle of

June 8, 1858, was delighted by the movement of
Immigrants westward to the Missouri slope.

Daily are we reminded that emigration westward has
fairly commenced. Teams drawn by three, four or five
yokes of cattle, wagons full of farming implements and
household goods, with chicken coops behind, and gener-
ally a sprinkling of little human bipeds inside, the head of
the family with his trusty gun across his shoulder close by,
a little in advance of all trotting a faithful canine, which
now and then turns his head to see that all i1s right, iIs not
an uncommon sight now-a-days. Notwithstanding the
Missouri river steamers are crowded with passengers,
bleeding Kansas’ does not get all the new comers. Early
as it i1s. little parties and individuals are making their en-
trance Into this and adjoining counties, and a little later iIn
the season we shall see them coming by the hundred.
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There is every indication that there will be a large emi-
gration this season — the country will fill up with sturdy,
well-to-do farmers, who come to stay — not mere specu-
lators who come for a few months and not realizing what
they expected in a day, returned disgusted with the W est.
To the first named class, we say come on, for there 1is
plenty of as good land as the sun shines upon, which can

be had on most advantageous terms.

W hat of the general character of the pioneers
of 1858? Most of these new-comers were inter-
ested in land and the vast majority took up farm-
iIng. A goodly number, however, were profes-
sitonal men — lawyers, doctors, dentists, drug-
gists, ministers. The following from the Council
Bluffs Nonpareil of January 9 is illustrative:

W e learn that, late as the season 1Is, some new and val-

uable additions have been made to our farming popula-
tion. R. D. Jones, Esqg., of Rochester, N. Y, where, for
the last six years he filled the post of Superintendent of
the Public Schools, has purchased a fine tract of land on
Keg Creek, twelve miles east of town, and is now engaged
In preparing it for his permanent home. In 1855, Mr.
Jones delivered the opening address before the N. Y.
State Teacher’s Association at Utica, and we have no
doubt that our citizens would be very glad to hear a lec-
ture from him in regard to the system of Public Schools

as now established in New York.

The high quality of immigration that crossed
the Mississippl into lowa during the 1850’s was
an important factor In laying the foundations for
the future greatness of the Hawkeye State.

W illiam J. Petersen



Education For All

lowans could not boast of their educational
facilities at the common school Ilevel in 1858.
Maturin L. Fisher, who served as Superintendent
of Public Instruction, expressed genuine concern
over the statistics contained In the seventy-six
reports from the eighty-four organized counties
In the State. NoO response had been received from
eight counties — Chickasaw, Mitchell, Monona,
Story, Sac, Tama, Woodbury or Worth. Of the
seventy-six counties reporting, It appeared that
only 79,670 of the 195,285 persons between the
ages of five and twenty-one were attending school
In lowa. According to Superintendent Fisher:

It must be remembered that this is not the number of
those who constantly attended school, but it includes ev-
ery scholar who attended school at all; barely two-fifths
of the whole number. Three-fifths of the children of the
State, of the proper age to attend school, did not enter
Into the school room during the past year. More than one-
half of the youth of the State are growing up iIn ignorance,
notwithstanding the provision made for the support of
schools. In the State of Ohio, from which more people
have emigrated to this, than from any other State, four-
fifths of the youth between five and twenty-one years of
age attend school; yet there, the absence from school of
barely one-fifth of the children, of a suitable age, is con-
sidered a serious evil, demanding an effectual remedy.

245
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The Superintendent was further disturbed by
the fact that schools were being maintained in only
2,708 of the 3,265 school districts that had been
organized. W hile some counties had made great
progress and exhibited commendable zeal In the
subject of education, other schools were ina very
unsatisfactory” state. “There iIs usually no exami-
nation of teachers, and frequently most unsuitable
persons are employed as instructors, and there Is
seldom any visitation of schools, to insure fidelity
on the part of teachers, and to inspire emulation
on the part of pupils.” Finally, the Superintendent
attributed the deplorable condition of lowa schools
to the want of an efficient school law, the system
iIn 1858 being a “patchwork” of laws enacted at
different times in the past.

A school law to regulate the erection of build-
Ings was also needed iIn 1858. Superintendent
Fisher reported 1,686 school houses in lowa, of
which 168 were brick, 47 stone, 936 frame, and
535 log. According to Fisher:

Probably many of the log houses, and some of the frame
houses are of little value; yet the expense of building them
was doubtless heavily felt by the districts by which they
were erected. In most districts a school cannot be kept
until a school house iIs erected, and they are usually obliged
to impose a tax for the whole cost Iin a single year; a tax
which iIn many cases must be oppressive, especially if a

commodious house IS erected.

There were 1,572 male teachers and 1,424 fe-
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male teachers In lowa iIn 1858. The aggregate
amount paid teachers was $126,357.77 from the
teachers fund and $71,784.58 from voluntary sub-
scriptions. Generally speaking, male teachers re-
ceived twice the salary of females. Female sala-
ries ranged from $8 to $20.68 per month whereas
male salaries ranged from $16 to $31. A century
ago some school boards endeavored to regulate
the apparel of female students, as well as their
Intellectual attainments and moral character. Ac-
cording to the Bloomfield Democratic Clarion of
December 29, 1858:

The Board of Trustee of Marietta. Marshall County,
have issued an edict, prohibiting from the common school
of that District, any girl who shall venture to WEAR
HOOPS!

The next thing will probably be a requirement that all
schoolmasters in the District must wear loose petticoats;
and the “school marms short breeches.

Education in lowa contemplated a system of
(1) common schools; (2) high schools; and (3) a
state university of lowa. Public high schools were
just getting started in 1858 but private academies,
seminaries, female academies, and commercial col-
leges flourished. The definition of a college at
this time was rather nebulous. The State Univer-
sity of lowa in 1858 would be eclipsed by a good
lowa high school a century later. In 1858 Maturin
L. Fisher served both as Superintendent of Public
Instruction and as President of the Board of
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Trustees of the State University of lowa. In his
report, President Fisher observes:

The Chancellor, the Professor of Natural History, and
the Professor of Chemistry, have not yet entered upon the
discharge of the duties of their Professorships, and it will
be seen that Professors have not been appointed in the
departments of Intellectual and Moral Philosophy. It
appears, from this catalogue, that the whole number of
students, male and female, Iin the University, I1s one hun-
dred and twenty-four. Of this number, sixty-five are in
the Preparatory and forty in the Normal Department.
Some students are in both the Preparatory and Normal
Departments, and some from both these departments re-
ceive instruction in the departments belonging to the Uni-
versity proper; but there are probably not thirty of the
whole number pursuing a regular university course. This
IS indeed a very small number. But of the whole number
of students, one hundred and three are from lowa City,
and of the remainder, fourteen are from Johnson county,
and only seven from other counties in the State. Thirty
students may be a small number for a whole State, but it
Is sufficiently large for a single city. W e come, then, to
this result, — that the benefits of the University are almost
exclusively confined to lowa City. This iIs not the fault
of the people of that city. The University is established
there by law, and they avail themselves of the advantages
it affords them, as they have a right to do, by sending
their sons and daughters there to be educated. W e have
a University munificently endowed, with able and faithful

Professors; yet, our young men are obliged to resort to
other States to obtain a classical education: and the reason
IS this, we have made no provision to accommodate them
with suitable rooms for study. It costs a young man seek-

Ing a liberal education, more to procure board and a suit-
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able room for study in lowa City, than his whole education
would cost In most of the colleges in other States. But
let there be a suitable building erected to accommodate
students with rooms, a liberal education may be acquired
with as little expense here, as in any college in the United
States.

If free public education was in its infancy there
were many private schools — elementary, acad-
emy, classical, seminary, commercial and college
— that afforded opportunities to the youth of
lowa. Thus, on December 29, 1858, the Bloom-
field Democratic Clarion noted that Mr. and Mrs.
McCarty would again open a "Select School In
the new school building on November 1st. The
session was to be 22 weeks in length, divided into
two terms of eleven weeks each. Mrs. Clara V.
Weaver, an experienced and well-qualified
teacher, had been employed to take charge of the
primary department, and the rate of tuition per
term for residents was as follows:

Spelling, Reading and Writing $2.50
Mental Arithmetic. Primary Grammar, Primary
Geography 3.00
Practical Arithmetic, Analytical Grammar, Advanced
Geography 3.50
The higher Englishbranches 4.00

Persons not residing in the district would be
charged an additional twenty-five cents per
scholar per term for the use of the school room.
None but regular scholars were solicited and no
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reduction for lost time would he made except In
cases of “absolute sickness.’

Apparently Mr. McCarty s school was popular
with Bloomfield residents. The Davis County
Index of October 16 records:

The exhibition of Mr. M ’Carty's School took place at
the M. E. Church, on Wednesday evening last, and was
well attended. It consisted of declamations, dialogues, and
reading composition by the students. The exercises were
well timed, interesting and in some instances happily con-
ceived. The large and attentive audience seemed delighted
with the performance of the little ones,” who were re-
peatedly cheered by the clapping and stamping of the
audience. Altogether it was a very pretty affair and everv
one seemed pleased with the rapid progress and great im-
provement Mr. McCarty’s students are making and have
made during the term just closed.

The Council Bluffs Weekly Nonpareil of Feb-
ruary 6, 1858. carried an advertisement of the
Council Bluffs Male & Female School which in-
tended to open its sixth quarter on Monday, Feb-
ruary 14. J. B. Rue was Principal and the follow-
Ing rates prevailed:

Terms Per Quarter of Eleven Weeks.

Primary $ 5.00
Preparatory 7.00
Junior 10.00
Senior 15.00
Instruction on Piano or Guitar 15.00
Use of Instrument 3.00
Vocal Music 2.00

Incidentals 50



EDUCATION FOR ALL 551

All the English branches usually taught in the first class
Institutions, together with Latin and Greek, are included
In the above terms.

it i1s highly important that Pupils should commence at
the opening of the quarter, and be punctual in attendance.

No deductions after entrance, except in cases of pro-
tracted illness.

The variety of schools established In lowa prior
to the Civil W ar iIs amazing. In lowa City, for
example, Professor Welton conducted an English
and Classical School In Mechanics Academy.
Professor Welton, according to the lowa City
Republican of December 8, “sustains a high repu-
tation as a teacher® whose previous term had met
with a very flattering success.” The editor hoped
the professor s benches would be “full of youthful
learners.”

Another lowa City private school was taught
bv Edward Zitzchke for those interested in learn-
Ing German. This class was exclusively for men
although the professor was prepared to organize
a ladies class If a sufficient number applied. The
Bloomfield Democratic Clarion advertised the sec-
ond session in dancing lessons by Professor O. F.
Clark at the Mozart Hall. *lInstructions to the
Ladies, from 3 to 5 oclock P.M.; to the Gentle-
men, from 7 to 9 P.M. AIll who propose to attend
the school are requested to do so regularly.”

Several commercial colleges were begun In
1858. Thus. Davis and Tipton s two “Mercantile
Colleges” were located in Peoria and at 5th and
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Brady streets

In Davenport. An

Institution that

In 1958 could look back on a century of successful

teaching

Corner of Main aid Third Strain,
DUBUQUE, 10irj.

J*
DIRECTORS.

Hon. Geo. W. Jones,
Wm. Vandevbb,
Lincoln Clakk,

Gen. Warner Lijwis,
J ames M. Redmond,

Asa Hobr, M. D.,

L. D. Randall, M. Moblet,
Edward Langwortht, J. K. (JKAVES,

1. A. WILTSE, H. A Littleton,
CEO. L. Tokbert, A. Baylies.

The Course of Instruction in this Institution is acknowl
fdged on all hands to he the most extensive, thorough, practi
chl and modern xo be found, and every precaution is taken tha
for the acquisition of a business education, complete in all its
particulars, it shall, as heretofore, have positively no equal.

1 he student will receive the mostthorough instruction in,
and become tully posted a« to, thfe manner of conducting on
scientific and correct principles, the books pertaining to all
kind** ot business, from the most simple transaction totnc most
ntnente and complicated business, including Commission,
Compound and Joint Stock Companies, Steamboating, Bank-
o jr, Railroading, etc., etc., realizing and perfecting the ac-
complished Accountant. Also instructions from competent
Masters in Penmanship, Commercial Calculations and Cor-

respondence, detecting counterfeit notes, and much other im-

portent information. Daily Lectures given before the College
on the Science of Accounts, Business Customs, and. during
the season regular stated Lectures on Commercial Law Bant
mg and Finance, Commercial Ethics, Political Economy, etc.

.or fuler and more complete information, see our new de-

scriptive pamphlet circular, which will he furnished free to all

tpt. 25,59, A BAkNy (e

to consolidate with Grinnell University.

IS Baylies Business College at Dubuque.

One of the relatively

few lowa colleges that

actually dates back to
1858 is Grinnell. The
Des Moines lowa Cit-
izen of February 10.
1858, declared:

Grinnell Universit¥
commenced its winter term
on the 7th ult. A seminary

building 1is In process of

erection, 40 by 70 feet,
four stories high, which
will be ready for wuse iIn
the spring. It is in con-

templation, to erect a large

College Hall, as soon as

arrangements for that pur-
pose can be perfected.

The

marks the
of the movement of

Year 18 58
centennial

lowa College from
Davenport to Grinnell
It is inter-

esting to note the reaction of a Davenport editor
to the double loss within a decade of lowa College

to Grinnell and the

College of Physicians and
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Surgeons to Keokuk. According to the Dalily
Gazette of August 28, 1858:

The Keokuk Gate City says that the building now be-
iIng constructed for the Medical Department of the lowa
University, is drawing towards completion. It will be
one of the finest buildings In lowa — a credit to the Insti-
tution to which i1t belongs, and an ornament to the city.
This Department of the lowa University was originally
located In Davenport, but from the unwise opposition of
our citizens — just such an opposition as some have shown
towards the lowa College — the trustees were induced to
remove it to Keokuk, where it has ever since been an addi-

tional attraction to intelligent people who designed making
that city their home.

Women s colleges and seminaries were particu-
larly popular in 1858. Eighty students were at-

DUBUQUE FEMALE SEMINARY.

tending the Dubuque Female Seminary in 1857-
1858. The school occupied a handsome building
which had cost $11,000 with its equipment, too
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costly for the small attendance and the property
was sold in 1859 for $12,000. The Female Eclec-
tic Institute and the Mount Ida Female College

were a source of pride to Davenport although the
latter closed its doors in 1859. The Vinton Col-

lege Institute had its beginnings in 1858. Institu-
tions of this type were fairly common in the 1850 s,
although many of them were short-lived.

If the University of lowa in 1858 could count
only 124 students (117 from Johnson County ) its
friendly rival — lowa State College — was just

being created by law that year. Although legisla-
tive enemies opposed to the creation of lowa State

had referred derisively to agricultural students as
educated clodhoppers,” Willitam Duane Wilson

of The lowa Fanner took sharp issue with them:

An Agricultural college should be connected with a
model farm. It should aim to give as complete an educa-
tion in the common and higher English branches as any
Institution of Ilearning: but connect study all the way
through with labor. Let us see whether human hands and
muscles hard with toil are a damage to an intelligent head
or incapable to high civil truths. W e must learn to honor
labor, and to this end labor should honor its votaries.

An agricultural college should enlarge, arrange, classify
and harmonize the field of natural sciences. The revolu-
tion of Philosophy, the discoveries of Chemistry, the phe-
nomena of earth and air, can have to no one more interest
than to him who notes the seasons and watches the chang-
iIng winds for seed time: who waits upon nature in her
distilling of the dew, and her rattling of the thunder
clouds to help on the growing corn, and who sings the
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harvest home by the light of the kind harvest morn. The
agriculturist walks hand in hand with step dame nature,
he needs to know her wayward moods and understand her
to sway and bend her variable temper.

The editor of the Sigourney Life in the W est
was equally convinced of the value of an agricul-
tural college.

This Dbill, should it become a law, will lay the founda-
tion broad and deep for the future greatness of lowa.
lowa must, from necessity, be an Agricultural State, and
It iIs by fostering that interest that her resources must be
developed. Every cent of money well expended in that
direction must yield a rich return in future. Agriculture
and Education must go hand iIn hand on the mission of
civilization, and we know of no work which our Legisla-
tors could do better calculated to advance the future of
the State than by maturing plans for the advancement of
these.

Truly there were men and women of vision,
whose dreams were large, whose hopes could not
be crushed, and whose labors and sacrifices In
1858 did much to bring education to the forefront,
thus causing the Hawkeye State to be ranked high
among the states of the Union.

W illiam J. Petersen



Gold on the Prairie

W ith poor crops and a panic to plague them, it
IS not surprising that some lowans should look for
greener pastures. California was a long way off
for the Iless venturesome but maybe, reasoned
some, there was gold at home. Actually, small
quantities of gold were found at various points In
lowa, causing a gold rush fever to develop In
1858. The following letter, sent from the post-
master at Osceola to the Burlington Hawk-Eye,
was reprinted in the Davenport Weekly Gazette
of April 29:

The gold excitement is High here. There is a company
of some fifty hands at work turning South River, and as
soon as they get it completed, the dam and race dug. ex-
pect to find plenty of the precious metal. There are others

making good wages, digging in the hills bordering the
streams. It has been found in a number of places in this

[Clarke] county.

A letter from Leon, quoted in Ward's Own of
Bloomfield of May 6, 1858, declared there were
several gold mines in Decatur County, and that
genuine gold had been found 1In Ringgold,
Clarke, and Madison counties. The same news-
paper quoted a dispatch from Keokuk stating the
G ate City editor had seen specimens of gold mined
556
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near Winterset. Another dispatch indicated men
were making five dollars a day at the lowa dig-
gings. A month later, on June 10. 1858, Ward’s
Own declared:

A number of our citizens talk of going to the mines as
soon as the streams run down a little, so that they can
prospect in the beds of the creeks. Soap Creek has fur-
nished pearls, and we know of no good reason why FoX,
Jaquest [Chequest?], or Shunam branch should not yield
a sprinkling of the filthy lucre. The Hairy Nation IS
very prolific in a great many things, and why may it not
abound iIn the specious trash found so extensively in other
portions of the State.

The Sioux City Eagle of June 5, 1858, agreed
the gold fever” was running high In lowa but
knew of no one who had “accumulated a pile de-
spite the numbers who had spent considerable
time searching for it. W here one man made two
dollars a day and roast beef” Iin the lowa diggings,
the Eagle concluded, “there are a dozen who do
not make their bread and butter.” The Davenport
Daily Gazette was equally skeptical.

W e have heard of one of the citizens of Davenport leav-
Ing our city in the search, who when he reached lowa City
was informed that there was no gold there to justify the
digging, but that there was plenty of it further west. The
further west he proceeded the same illusion was held out
to him. so conceiving the whole thing to be a humbug he
left the pursuit to the ignus fatuus and returned a wiser
man — as many have done before him — to his home.

Meanwhile, saner minds endeavored to calm
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restless lowans. The lowa Farmer of April 1,
wisely observed:

There i1s gold on every farm in lowa. A good team
attached to a good stout plow, run ten inches below the
surface will secure more gold than half our farmers would
know what to do with, if they persist in this plan a few
years. — There is more gold iIn our soil than was ever or
will be dug from the sand banks of California — and when
it is laid up for wuse, it looks clearer and brighter than
found in any other kind of mine. Remember, it lies princi-

pally at ten inches or more below the surface.

Scarcely had the gold fever in lowa subsided
than news sped over the prairies of the discovery
of gold Iin the Cherry Creek Diggins or Pike s
Peak Gold Country” in Colorado. By the fall of
1858 fantastic yarns of gold strikes were being
spread by the merchants and newspapers of Mis-
souri River towns hopeful of becoming outfitting
centers in a gold rush. The Webster City Hamil-
ton Freeman of January 21, 1859, mindful of the
unrest iIn that sparsely settled county of 1,655
souls, endeavored to discourage farmers from pull-
Ing up stakes and setting out for the diggings.

There is just now a wonderful uneasiness among all
classes of people, east and west, occasioned by the pre-
tended gold discoveries at Pike s Peak. The infection has
extended even into this garden of the West. Many of
our farmers, we are sorry to say. are talking of going to
the gold regions, and others would go if they could. It
seems to us that the farmer who exchanges his certainly
golden prospects in Hamilton County for the shadowy
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visions of the new Eldorado, is very shortsighted, to say
the least. It is true . . . the hard times, and the wet
summer of 1858. have both contributed to make our farm-
ers anxious for some change In their programme of opera-
tions; and the prospect of gold at Pike’s Peak imparts the
first ray of hope. . . . gold-digging 1is but a lottery, at
best, in which the good luck of here and there a man is
heralded to the skies, while the miserable failure of thous-
ands is unchronicled and unknown. Farming, intelligently
pursued, invariably leads to success.

W e believe the future is bright with promise to every
man in Hamilton County, who sticks to his farm. The
drawbacks of the last year and a half are merely tempo-
rary and exceptional, and will soon give place to a better
state of things. Everywhere the times have been hard,
and almost everywhere have only meager crops rewarded
the labors of the husbandman. W e have not suffered more
than other localities. W ith a soil abounding in all the ele-
ments of fertility — a climate the healthiest on the globe —
good society — and the promise of a market as soon as
any new section of our country will have one, there seem
to be a hundred inducements to farmers to remain here,
where there iIs one to leave for the uncertainties of gold
digging. Times have often been harder and prospects
more gloomy throughout the West, than at present. But

the clouds have speedily given place to sunshine. — They
will do so again.

Although the logic of such arguments may have
restrained farmers Iin 1858. thousands of lowans
joined the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush in 1859.

W illiam J. Petersen



Wild Game Everywhere

In 1857 Orion Clemens, the elder brother of
Samuel L. Clemens, told the following story in his
Keokuk Directory and Business Mirror for the
year 1857:

How far will | have to go to find buffalo? 1inquired an
eastern gentleman of the clerk of one of our hotels, one
morning three or four years ago. It was soon after break-
fast. and the querist was armed and equipped for a

glorious hunt.
"About six hundred miles, replied the clerk.
"Bless me! | thought they were all about!” exclaimed

the astonished sportsman.

Although buffalo had pretty well disappeared
from lowa by 1858, considerable game could be
found on the prairies and more heavily wooded
districts. The Webster City Hamilton Freeman
of January 14. 1858, records a “large bear weigh-
iIng 300 pounds” killed near Hardin in Allamakee
County.

That hunting was once profitable iIs attested by
the following from the Hamilton Freeman of

December 21 :

"Ed Wright of Mason Township. Cerro Gordo Co.,
the pioneer of Winnebago and Worth counties, and one
of most successful hunters and trappers of that region —

560
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wears a suit of clothes made entirely from the skins of
animals which have been slain by his hand. His coat,
pants, vest, moccasins and mittens were made from the
skins of deer — tanned by himself after the Indian mode
— which fell before the deadly aim of his enormous old
smooth bore; while an unfortunate coon that was beguiled
Into one of his traps furnished him with the raw material
for a comfortable head gear. "Ed. used to slay hosts of
bears, deer, elk. buffaloes, otters, beavers, &c., and the
change that has been wrought in his hunting grounds by
the emigration of the last two or three years, iIs anything
but welcome to him. He sighs for a new country, and
another spring will doubtless see him pack his “traps'
and set his face toward the setting sun. — Success to “Ed."
wherever he pitches his tent in the wild Northwest.

Meanwhile, small game hunting was popular
with lowans in 1858. On May 24 the Davenport
Daily Gazette chronicled a “pigeon shooting
match In which the challengers were beaten “but
the shooting, on both sides, was fair.” The lowa
City Republican was informed in December that
one firm in this city last Saturday, packed and
shipped to New York about thirty dozen prairie
chickens. Several other firms were nearly as suc-
cessful as the one referred to. The lowa Weekly
Citizen of Des Moines carried a story on Decem -
ber 29 that $1,300 in prairie chickens and quails
had been sent to New York by one lowa City firm.

The destruction of quail in lowa was so appall-
ing that the Hamilton Freeman of December 10,
1858, importuned hunters not to shoot them. In
a few years, If they are not killed off.” the editor
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declared, 'they will Iincrease so rapidly as to be-
come very plenty. At present, sportsmen, spare

the quails!”

The ravage of wolves and coyotes was so great
In pioneer lowa that Governor Ralph P. Lowe
approved an act on March 15, 1858. providing that
the county judge was to allow $1.50 on the scalp
of each prairie wolf, lynx, or wild cat, and $3.00
for the "large species of Wolves known as the
Timber Wolf.” The ferocity of these wolves was
described in the Cedar Rapids Democrat and re-
printed in the Dubuque Daily Express and Herald

of January 10, 1858.

A few days since a party of gentlemen from this city,
went out on the prairie to the west, to hunt prairie chickens
and such other game as might come within range of their
fowling pieces. Arriving on the hunting ground, they
separated, leaving their horses in charge of one of their
number, while the rest sought for game. 1In a short time
they were alarmed at the sound of a gun iIn the direction
of their horses, and on hastening to the spot found that a
wolf had suddenly attacked one of them, a valuable ani-
mal. and injured him seriously. The wolf was still within
range of their guns, but terror had seized upon the hunters,
and they made a rapid flight homeward. The horse has
since died from his injuries, and the wolf still wears his
scalp. Can t some valiant hunter get his scalp, and thus

secure the bounty?

Newspapers frequently called their readers’ at-
tention to circular wolf hunts. On January 14.
1858, the Davenport Weekly Gazette announced:
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A grand circular wolf hunt Is to come off at 9 o’clock
A. M., on Saturday. January 16th, In Scott and Cedar
counties, embracing the four townships of Liberty, Cleona,
Farmington and Inland, where there are wolves in abun-
dance. No guns will be permitted on the ground, and no
dogs be allowed to run loose. A very friendly invitation
IS given to the citizens of Davenport, Muscatine, Tipton

and lowa City to be in attendance. Much sport is antici-
pated.

A week later the same editor chronicled the
results of this widely-heralded wolf hunt:

GREAT CRY AND LITTLE WOOL — We adver-
tised last week a great wolf hunt which was to come off
at the outer edge of this county, last Saturday. At the
appointed time a great crowd of folks assembled, number-
Ing, It Is estimated, about one thousand persons, and a
great many of them mounted. They formed a circle of
twelve miles, and centered five miles from Fulton. About
twenty wolves were started, but the greater number were
smart enough to get out of the ring. Only three half-
starved looking chicken-thieves were killed. There was,
however, a great deal of excitement, and lots of fun. Some
of the young men were ambitious to exhibit their horse-
manship. but their ambition as well as themselves, had a
fall. A young man named Hollenbeck had his horse
knocked over, breaking the animal s leg. The horse was
afterwards killed. The young man was badly injured. A
subscription was taken up to pay him for the loss of his
horse, and we learn that enough was raised for the pur-

pose. The hunt commenced at 10 o’clock A. M. and
closed at 3 P. M.

The Des Moines lowa Citizen of February 3,
1858, recorded a wolf hunt in Jasper County.
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The mania for wolf hunting has infected Jasper. Three
hundred and fifty persons in Newton resolved, at a meet-
Ing a few days since, to go into a general hunt. Dr. Gray
was appointed President. He finds it easier to secure the
presidency of a wolf society, than to be elected representa-

tive as the competitor of Col. Shelledy.

Those lowans who lament the stringent laws
on hunting In 1958 may be surprised to find that

measures were needed and passed a century ago.
Apparently the law of 1858 was not too clear for
the Bloomfield Democratic Clarion facetiously

observed:

It may not be generally known that by a law of the last

General Assembly, it makes it unlawful to Kill, sell, pur-
chase, or have in possession, any deer, elk, wild turkey,
prairie chicken, pheasant, or quail,” between the first day

of January and the 15th of August. This puts an embargo
on all game shooting and traffic for this winter, for our
citizens are a law abiding people, and always obey the
mandate of the law making power. But there is one diffi-
culty in obeying this law. provided anybody should be
found to have any of this interdicted game in their posses-
sion on the 1st day of January. He cannot kill it. for that
would be unlawful. He dare not sell it, for that subject
him to be mulcted Iin damages, besides everybody 1is for-
bidden to purchase it. He cannot keep it, for the law says
he shall not 'have In possession.” W hat can be done in

such a case?

Although wild game was no longer a significant
economic factor in lowa it still afforded great
sport and an easy change of diet for many pioneers.

W illiam J. Petersen
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OFFICE—JuIie* T heater Buildings,

LOCUST, BETWEEN 5th AND 6th STREETS,
D UBUOUTE, |1 0AVA..

To Travelers, Emigrants, Settlers, and Owners or Purchasers
of Lands In lowa:

The rapid settlement of the eastern and southern portions of this State, during the
past ten years, lias left hut little government land m the counties bordering on the
Mississippi.

The Railroads, being extended into the interior, will speedily dcvel > “he agricul-
tural and mineral resources of those districts of country in which the reads are loca-
ted. The unsold and unoccuph | alternate sections within six miles of the Dubuque
and Pacific Rail oad are in market at $2.50 per acre. (Government lands arc for sale
in each of the four land districts embracing the north half of the state at $1 25 per
acre. The Dubuque and Pacific Railroad is completed to Nottingham, Delaware
County, thirty-eight n ilcs from Dubuque, and will be finished to Manchester, forty-
seven miles, the present year.

Tin Dubugque Western Railroad is finished to Sandspring, thirty-two miles from
Dubuque and within fifteen miles of Anamosa. Jones County.

Throughout the whole north half of the state good second-hand, unimproved lands
are offered for sale at prices mostly ranging from $1.50 to $10,00 per acre, reference
being had to timber, water, nearness to railroads,churches,schools,and other advan-
tages. Information collected from more than fifty counties in relation to lands for
sale,, water, timber, minerals, soil, settlements, prospects, etc., will be given to stran-
gers' and emigrants, gratis, on application to the;office of the Association.

The descripthe Registers arc open to the public for examination and the entry of
farms, unimproved lands, city and town lots, and other property. TIlu Association
IS Incorporated and is sustained by contributions from the oity of Dubuque and
other corporations and from individuals, for the benefit of persons seeking infor-
mation relating to lowa.»

Letters of inquiry will be promptly answered, and upon the receipt of stamps to
pay return postage, descriptive pamphlets, catalogues of lands and other doc uments
will be sent, gratis, by mail.

Strangers and emigrants wishing information, and citizens of lowa, having prop-
»rt’- to sell or who can give any information in reference to the inducements and ad-
vantages offered to settlers, in particular localities, are cordially invited to call at
the office, or to correspond with the Secretary.

O F F I CER S

OH AS. COKK.ERY, President. (. H BOOTH. Treasurer.
EDWIN JAMES. Jr. Vice President JAMES HOFF. Auditor.

Addres-,
C. CHILDS. Secretary.

Dubuque - bbwa , August, 185s



