
Iowa Diplomats
W h e n  A ugustus C. D odge w as nam ed M inis­

ter to Spain on F eb ruary  8, 1855, he becam e the 
first Iow an to receive such a  high diplom atic ap ­
pointm ent. D odge w as experienced in adm inistra ­
tive and  governm ental m atters, having previously 
served as reg istrar of the public land office in Bur­
lington, D elegate to C ongress from the T errito ry  
of Iowa, and  U nited  S tates Senator.

D espite his background, D odge 's  appointm ent 
w as criticized, especially his inability to speak 
F rench or Spanish. H e w as soon considered a 
great improvement over his predecessor, P ierre 
Soule. T hough  D odge w as "prim itive to a degree 
in m anners and  social intercourse," he w as, ac­
cording to Sir John H ow den, British M inister to 
Spain, "a  very excellent person and  one totally  
w ithout guile."

Because of a series of blunders and intem perate 
conduct on the part of Soule, relations betw een 
Spain and  the U nited  S tates w ere som ew hat 
strained at the time of D odge 's appointm ent. T w o  
m ajor diplomatic assignm ents confronted him —  
the annexation of C uba and the settlem ent of the 
Black W arrior  case. D em ocrats, particularly  in the 
Southern states, had strongly advocated the ces-
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sion, purchase, or acquisition by o ther m eans of 
C uba. S ecre tary  of S ta te  W illiam  M arcy  w rote 
to D odge tha t the incorporation of C uba into the 
A m erican U nion w as essential to the w elfare of 
both the U n ited  S ta tes and  C uba, an event which 
w ould occur sooner or later. D odge w as to point 
out to the Spanish governm ent th a t C uba w ould 
sometime find th a t her political and  economic in­
terests w ere similar to those of the U nited  States. 
C uba w ould then seek to leave the control of 
Spain. D odge w as also instructed  to point out 
tha t because of high defense costs and other com­
plicating factors, rem ote colonies w ere not a 
source of streng th  to the home governm ent but a 
w eakness.

In A ugust, 1855, D odge had an interview  with 
G eneral Juan de Z avala, Spanish foreign minister, 
regard ing  the cession of Cuba. H e stated  that the 
peace, prosperity , and  happiness of Spain could 
thus be prom oted. Z avala replied that the ceding 
of C uba w as very  rem ote from S pain ’s intentions. 
In the w hole kingdom  it w as unlikely tha t one 
could find tw o men w ho w ere favorable to it. D ur­
ing ano ther interview  in 1858 D odge w as told 
tha t C uba w as a possession that Spain considered 
“beyond price.”

D odge w as more successful in reaching a settle­
m ent in the Black W arrior  case. T h e  Black W a r ­
rior w as an A m erican coastal ship sailing semi­
m onthly betw een M obile and  N ew  York, stopping





EARLY IO W A  DIPLOM ATS

Augustus e . Dodge George W. Jones

F itz H enry W arren John A. Kasson



MINISTERS TO LA T IN  AMERICA

T.’ . ,

E m  j a

Silas Hudson W illiam I. Buchanan

■ . .

T homas C. Dawson Edwin H. Conger



I O W A N S  W H O  S E R V E D  A T  H O M E  A N D  A B R O A D

W illiam H. Michael Philip H. Patchin

George L. Brist George H. Scidmore

I



IOW A DIPLOMATS 81

en route a t H avana  for passengers and  mail. D u r­
ing her stop on F eb ruary  28, 1854, the ship w as 
boarded  by Spanish authorities w ho confiscated 
900 bales of cotton. T h e  captain  thereupon ab an ­
doned ship to the Spaniards. A lm ost a t once m any 
claims for dam ages w ere entered  by U nited  S tates 
citizens. O n M ay  7, 1855, D odge w as instructed  
to accept the term s offered by the Spanish, indem ­
nities for A m ericans am ounting to $43,212.92. 
Spain 's decision had m ade a favorable im pres­
sion on America, which the governm ent did not 
w ish to w eaken by haggling over the am ount.

D odge w as recalled on M arch  12, 1859, but 
Iow a w as not w ithout a person in the diplomatic 
corps long. O n April 6, 1859, G eorge W allace  
Jones, Senator from D ubuque, accepted an ap ­
pointm ent as M inister to N ew  G ran ad a  (now  C o­
lom bia). E arlier B ernhart H enn, C ongressm an 
from Fairfield, had w ritten  Lewis C ass, Secretary  
of State, tha t friends of Jones w anted  to secure 
him a position to which his long and  faithful ser­
vices to the Dem ocratic party  entitled him.

If un tiring  in d u stry , p e rsev eran ce  a n d  en e rg y  coup led  w ith  

sound  ju d g m en t a n d  accom plished  a d d re ss  a d d e d  to  a d e ­
v o ted n ess  to  the  in te re s ts  of his co u n try  a re  tra its  w hich  
com m end them selves to th e  A d m in is tra tio n  to  the  p o st in 
question , no m an h as  them  m ore p rom inen tly  th a n  he.

Fourteen years in C ongress representing the ter­
ritories of M ichigan and W isconsin  and the S tate 
of Iowa had contributed greatly  to Jones' know l­
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edge of United States relations with foreign coun­
tries. Jones could also speak French, a qualifica­
tion possessed by few Northerners at that time.

P rio r to his d epartu re  for Bogotá, Jones w as 
instructed  by C ass to obtain favorable concessions, 
if possible, for A m erican com panies building ra il­
roads across P anam a in reg ard  to tonnage, pas­
senger and  mail taxes. T h e  N ew  G ran ad a  gov­
ernm ent had been d isregard ing  its guaran tees to 
the A m ericans. In addition  it w as to be the du ty  
of the new  M inister to im press upon the officials 
and  citizens of N ew  G ran ad a  “ the cordiality  of 
our sym pathies and  the in tegrity  of our purposes 
in behalf of tha t R epublic.” A lthough he arrived  
on M ay  16, Jones did not present his credentials 
until A ugust 28, because part of the U nited  S tates- 
N ew  G ran ad a  trea ty  had not been ratified.

In terest in building some m eans of tran sp o rta ­
tion across the Isthm us w as increasing constantly. 
A s m ight be expected, m any of Jones’ despatches 
carried  reports of his discussions w ith the N ew  
G ran ad a  governm ent regard ing  concessions to 
A m erican com panies w anting  to build canals or 
railroads, visits of A m ericans to procure contracts, 
an d  actions of N ew  G ran ad a  in refusing grants.

Shortly  a fte r Jones arrived in Bogotá, it became 
clear that a revolution w as likely to occur. In A u­
gust, 1859, he w rote C ass to ask w hat his course 
of action should be. H e w as told he could not be 
“ too cautious . . .  in extending asylum  to political
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re fu g ees /' Jones, how ever, w as to use every pos­
sible effort to protect men from being assassinated  
by the mobs. H e found himself repeated ly  in the 
m idst of the conflict. A t times engagem ents be­
tw een the tw o sides took place w ithin full view 
of the A m erican legation.

In June, 1861, G eneral H errén , M inister to the 
U nited  S tates from N ew  G ranada , asked the B rit­
ish, French, and  Peruvian diplom ats to help settle 
the differences betw een the opposing forces. T h e  
British and  F rench refused to serve as m oderators; 
they thought Jones should be the one to act since 
he knew  both sides. D uring the conflict he had 
provided safety  for G eneral H errán 's  family. H e 
w as also personally acquainted w ith G eneral M os­
quera, leader of the rebel forces. Jones felt that 
the responsibility for a settlem ent should not rest 
w ith him alone bu t w ith the diplom atic corps. 
H ow ever, he w orked to bring about an under­
standing and  w as largely  successful.

Jones' reception in the U nited  S tates w as not 
that norm ally accorded a returning diplomat. O n 
Decem ber 20, 1861, he w as arrested  a t his N ew  
Y ork hotel, and  charged w ith treasonable designs. 
T he  charges w ere based upon a letter he had w rit­
ten to Jefferson D avis in which he said that “ the 
dissolution of the U nion will probably be the cause 
of my own ruin as well as tha t of my country  and 
may cause me and  mine to go South." H e had also 
w ritten to Isaac E. M orse, “G rea t G od, w hat a



84 THE PALIMPSEST

calam ity civil w ar will be to my coun try .” A fter 
being detained  for tw o m onths, Jones w as re ­
leased from F o rt L afayette  on F eb ru ary  22, 1862.

N o t all Iow ans w ere eager to accept diplom atic 
appointm ents. O n  M arch  11, 1863, Lincoln of­
fered Sam uel J. K irkw ood, G overnor of Iowa, the 
position of M in ister to D enm ark. H e declined, 
fearing th a t it m ight be a move to keep him from 
the Llnited S ta tes Senate.

A s early  as 1861 F itz H en ry  W a rre n  of B ur­
lington w as being considered for a diplom atic post. 
In a letter to S ecretary  of S ta te  W illiam  H . Sew ­
ard , W a rre n  w ro te  tha t he w as inform ed tha t the 
Iow a congressional delegation had asked for his 
appointm ent to Bogotá. H e accused the delega­
tion of m aligning him, as well as P residen t Lin­
coln. H e felt they  w anted  to get rid of him by 
sending him to ‘this sem i-barbarous” country, in ­
stead  of N aples, C onstantinople, or A ustria. O n 
A pril 2, 1861, W a rre n  w rote Sew ard  again. Since 
he had not received a mission he w anted , he in­
ferred tha t he w as “not thought w o rth y ,” and did 
not possess the confidence of the adm inistration.

W a rre n  later accepted a commission as M inis­
ter to G uatem ala, arriving there on June 21, 1866. 
T hough  not in the best of health and  greatly  fa ­
tigued by the journey, W a rre n  w as cheered by 
the G uatem alans’ expressions of friendship to­
w ard  the U nited  S tates and their satisfaction with 
the outcome of the Civil W a r .
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In one of his despatches dealing w ith G uate ­
m alan sugar and  coffee W a rre n  provided infor­
mation considered by experts to be carefully  pre­
pared  and  very reliable. W a rre n  w as of the opin­
ion tha t m any U nited  S tates citizens m ight “be 
induced to seek in this charm ing locality, a new  
home” to grow  sugar and  coffee. E ventually , “ this 
C ountry  m ight be a valuable acquisition to our 
C ountry, in the grow th to w hich w e tend ."

E arly  in 1869 Silas H udson from Burlington, a 
native of K entucky and  a  cousin of G eneral U lys­
ses S. G ran t, w as selected as successor to W a rre n . 
A dverse criticism regard ing  H udson circulated 
in G uatem ala before his arrival. N ew spapers 
claimed tha t he w as so uneducated  he scarcely 
knew much English. W a rre n  did w hat he could 
to counteract this impression by inform ing the 
G uatem alan officiais tha t H udson  w as a man of 
education and m arked ability, and  to give H udson 
all possible aid and  encouragem ent, W a rre n  re­
mained a t his post until the new  M inister arrived.

O n A ugust 4, 1869, H udson reported  on his 
first visit w ith the P residen t of G uatem ala. H u d ­
son assured him the U nited  S tates did not plan to 
annex M exico or any  of the C entral Am erican 
countries as had been suggested  by the English 
and French in G uatem ala.

In carrying out his duties H udson w as guided 
by Secretary of S tate H am ilton Fish, w ho out­
lined a diplom at’s mission in a country, such as
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G uatem ala, w here commerce w as small. F ish 
stressed  the point th a t it w as not A m erican policy 
to dom ineer, especially in Spanish  A m erican coun­
tries. T h e  M in ister w as to obtain inform ation not 
available from o ther sources. In line w ith these 
instructions, H u d so n ’s reports dealt w ith topics 
such as the establishm ent of steam ship lines in the 
Pacific and  A tlantic-Pacific railroad  lines.

A s usual there w ere the activities of insurgent 
forces to be reported  to W ash in g to n . H udson 
w as u rged  to use caution since governm ental 
changes w ere frequent in Latin Am erica. H e 
should not in terfere in local politics w ithout ex ­
press instructions.

H udson , suffering from partial paralysis of his 
limbs in the summer of 1872 and  fearing g reater 
incapacity  as the w et season set in, requested  and  
w as g ran ted  a four m onths’ leave. H e did not 
return , and  no replacem ent w as m ade since the 
diplom atic missions to G uatem ala, C osta Rica, 
N icaragua, H onduras, and  S alvador w ere con­
solidated into one shortly  afte rw ards.

T h e  first person from Iow a w ho w ould be called 
a career diplom at —  one w ho held a series of posts 
—  w as John A. K asson. Kasson w as born in V e r­
mont, educated  a t the U niversity  of V erm ont, 
lived in St. Louis a num ber of years, and moved 
to D es M oines in 1857. U n d er P residen t Lincoln 
he w as appointed F irst A ssistan t Postm aster G en­
eral. H is first diplom atic experience came as a
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delegate to the P aris in ternational postal confer­
ence of 1863 which prepared  the w ay  for the In ter­
national Postal U nion.

K asson’s first appointm ent as a M inister w as 
to A u stria -H u n g ary  from 1877 to 1881. H is sec­
ond assignm ent w as in G erm any from 1884 to 
1885. In both countries he served w ith g reat 
credit. E qually  im portant w ere his activities in 
connection w ith a num ber of in ternational confer­
ences. In 1884 he w as the delegate to the confer­
ence to regulate the status of the Congo. In 1889 
he w as sent to the Berlin C onference to settle S a ­
moan claims. F inally  in 1898, he w as a member of 
the British-A m erican Joint H igh  Commission to 
solve the A laskan boundary  question and special 
commissioner to negotiate reciprocity agreem ents 
under the D ingley T ariff Act.

C hristian W ullw eber, a native of the G rand - 
D uchy of M ecklenburg-Schw erin  and educated a t 
H eidelberg and Berlin U niversities and  H arv a rd  
Law School before coming to D ubuque, w as the 
next Iow an to receive an appointm ent. H e w as 
nam ed M inister to E cuador in July, 1875, but did 
not arrive a t Q uito  until N ovem ber 13. W u ll-  
w eber’s despatches w ere routine in nature. T h ey  
pertained largely to claims of Am erican citizens, 
mail m atters, political affairs, and the inevitable 
revolution. In Septem ber, 1876, W ullw eber w as 
recalled and w as not replaced until 1892.

In a speech a t M em phis, Tennessee, in 1868
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A lexander C lark, a N eg ro  from M uscatine, advo ­
cated  the election of G eneral G ran t as P resident. 
T h ree  years la ter it w as suggested  tha t he be a p ­
pointed to the consular service. Since Iow a had  
been am ong the first to give N egroes the righ t of 
suffrage, it seemed fitting tha t the sta te  be favored 
w ith an appointm ent for one of its citizens.

Late in 1872 C lark  w as offered the post a t A ux 
C ayes, H aiti. H e  w as unable to accept before the 
nex t spring by w hich time the post w as no longer 
vacant. In A ugust, 1890, C lark  w as again  con­
sidered  for a position an d  this time w as nam ed 
M inister R esident and  Consul G eneral to Liberia. 
C lark, w ho had been called the "F rederick  D oug­
lass of the W e s t,"  w as the second N egro  to serve 
in this capacity.

H ow ever, he served only a short time, dying on 
M ay  31, 1891. T h e  P residen t of Liberia, the 
members of the C abinet, and  all diplom atic rep re ­
sentatives in M onrovia w ere in a ttendance a t the 
funeral. M ilitary  an d  M asonic rites w ere held 
for him.

A nother Iow an w ho w as in the diplom atic corps 
w as John N . Irw in, a native of O hio and  head of 
a w holesale house in Keokuk. E arlier he had been 
a territorial governor in Idaho and  A rizona. In 
1899 it w as suggested  tha t he w ould make an ex­
cellent A ssistan t S ecretary  of S tate, Consul G en­
eral in Berlin, or M inister to G reece. N one of 
these m aterialized, and he w as appointed to P o r­
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tugal w here his career in the diplom atic service 
w as uneventful and  his stay  a short five m onths.

T h ree  Iow ans had a g rea t influence on diplo­
matic relations betw een the U nited  S tates and the 
Latin Am erican countries from 1890 to 1911. 
T h ey  w ere W illiam  I. B uchanan of Sioux City, 
T hom as C. D aw son of Council Bluffs, and E d ­
win H. C onger of D allas and  M adison counties.

Buchanan, a fte r having been one of the pro ­
m oters of the corn palaces in Sioux City, served as 
chief of the departm ents of agriculture, livestock, 
and  forestry  a t the W o r ld ’s Colum bian E xposi­
tion in Chicago. H is plan for the exhibit of farm 
m achinery, his zeal in advancing the livestock and  
agricultural interests of the U nited  S tates and  his 
know ledge of agricultural resources and  needs led 
m any to urge his appointm ent as M inister to the 
‘’great agricultural country” of A rgentina.

Fam iliar nam es of m anufacturers w ere among 
his supporters —  Studebaker, John Deere, Sw ift 
and Com pany, C yrus H all M cCorm ick, and  P abst 
Brewing Com pany. Livestock associations, such 
as the American C lydesdale A ssociation and the 
American S hort-H orn  B reeders’ Association w ere 
also backing Buchanan. All w ere of the opinion 
that American trade  with A rgentina w as decreas­
ing in favor of G erm any. B uchanan’s background 
made him the logical person to develop m arkets 
for American livestock and  farm machinery.

Buchanan arrived in Buenos A ires and pre­
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sented  his credentials on M ay  19, 1894. F o r this 
cerem ony the S ubsecretary  of the Foreign  Office 
and  a G eneral of the A rm y called for him in the 
s ta te  coach, escorted by a large num ber of cav­
alry. A w aiting his arrival w ere the P residen t of 
A rgentina, the cabinet, a represen tative of the 
A rchbishop, and  m any public leaders.

In less than  a m onth B uchanan w as giving 
“careful a tten tion  and  considerable time to secur­
in g ” estim ates on w heat and  corn crops. H is com­
m ent w as tha t no country  offered g rea ter possibili­
ties for A m erican commerce than  A rgentina. 
T herefore , the U nited  S ta tes should make a de­
term ined effort to develop a profitable foreign 
trad e  to overcom e the poor show ing being m ade 
a t th a t time. T o  accom plish this a commercial 
trea ty  betw een the U nited  S tates and  A rgentina 
w as needed, and  B uchanan obtained one in July,
1899.

B uchanan’s ability as a diplom at w as evident 
in o ther w ays. A rgen tina  had w ithdraw n from 
the Bureau of A m erican Republics, a predecessor 
of the Pan A m erican U nion, on the grounds that 
none of the Latin A m erican countries had a voice 
in its direction. B uchanan finally convinced A r­
gentina that she should rejoin, thus bringing about 
a more united and  zealous cooperation am ong all 
members of the Bureau. Even more notew orthy  
w as B uchanan’s appointm ent on the Delim itation 
Commission on the A rgentina-C hile  boundary  dis-
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pute. L argely  through his efforts the d ispute w as 
settled in 1899. P residen t Roca of A rgentina 
w ro te :

T h e  part ic ipa tion  tak en  in th e  difficulties . . .  b y  M r .  B u ­

ch an an ,  the  A m erican  minister, h a s  b een  a motive for p a r ­
t icular gratification. T o  th a t  so lu tion  he  chiefly co n tr ib ­

u ted , a n d  th u s  re n d e re d  bo th  the  R epublics  an  em inen t  
service. . . . N o r  will this ever  be  fo rg o t ten  b y  the  people  
w h o se  destin ies  h av e  been  a t  s tak e  on  one  o r  the  o th e r  

side of th e  m ounta ins .

T hom as C. D aw son w as a law yer in D es 
M oines and  Council Bluffs, city editor of the D es 
M oines R eg ister , and  A ssistant A tto rney  G eneral 
of Iowa prior to his appointm ent as a diplom at. 
D aw son’s assignm ents included S ecretary  of the 
legation in Rio de Janeiro from 1897 to 1904, M in ­
ister to the Dominican Republic in 1904, M inister 
to Colombia in 1907, M inister to Chile in 1909, 
M inister to Panam a in 1910, U nited  S tates Spe­
cial A gent to the Provisional G overnm ent of N ic­
aragua in 1910, Special Peace Commissioner to 
H onduras in 1911, and A m bassador on Special 
M ission to the V enezuelan centenary  in 1911.

A t the time of his death  in 1911 D aw son w as 
considered the foremost Latin Am erican au thority  
in the U nited  States. T h e  w ay  in which he en­
tered upon his duties in the Dominican Republic 
shows clearly w hy he became such an able man in 
his field. O n the w ay  to Santo Dom ingo he trav ­
eled by horseback, naval vessel, and railroad to
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m eet provincial officials, as well as m any prom ­
inent citizens and  m erchants; he also visited im­
p o rtan t cocoa centers and  a large banana p lan ta ­
tion of the U n ited  F ru it C om pany.

H e presented  his credentials to the P residen t 
on July 23, 1904. W ith in  five days he had visited 
nearly  every im portan t tow n and  most productive 
areas of the country , talking w ith hundreds of the 
D om inicans in their own language. W fien  he re ­
tu rned  to S an to  Dom ingo, he had a fairly exact 
idea of the industrial resources and  possibilities 
of the Dom inican Republic.

In Septem ber D aw son took a four-day  horse­
back trip to the coastal villages w here insurrec­
tionists w ere predom inant. D aw son w rote of them :

T h e y  a re  so p o o r  th a t  th e y  h av e  little to lose b y  the  d is ­
o rd e rs  of w a r ;  their  fa rm s a re  m ere  p a tch es  of p lan ta ins ,  

sw ee t  p o ta to es  a n d  m anioc w hich  th e y  tem pora r i ly  a b a n ­
d o n  w ith o u t  loss; a  cam p a ig n  is to them  a sort  of picnic 
in w hich  th ey  get fifty cen ts  a  d ay ,  sp en d  m ost of their  
time lying in cam p  p lay ing  ca rds ,  a n d  a re  p e rm it ted  to kill 

a n d  ea t  a n y  ca tt le  th e y  m ay  w a n t  to eat.

E dw in H . C onger, the third  diplom at in Latin 
Am erica a t this time, operated  a large stock farm 
and  engaged in banking in M adison C ounty. H e 
held such political positions as M adison C ounty  
supervisor, treasu rer of D allas C ounty, and  
U nited  S tates C ongressm an. From  1890 to 1893, 
and  1897 to 1898 he w as M inister to Brazil, and  
to C hina from 1898 to 1905. W h e n  he w as ap ­



IOW A DIPLOMATS 93

pointed A m bassador to M exico in 1905, he be­
came the first Iow an to hold this rank. H e re­
signed on O ctober 18, 1905, because of high ex­
penses in M exico C ity and  his need for rest.

O ne of C onger’s principal in terests in Brazil 
w as the developm ent of trade  opportunities for 
A m ericans. H e felt that the m arket w as there but 
it w as controlled by habits not easily changed or 
d isregarded. T h e  flour trade  w as established but 
needed to be pushed. Bacon, ham, butter, cheese, 
and  other products w ere in dem and if they w ere 
m arketed to meet Brazilian desires.

W h e n  C onger left his “p leasant diplom atic ca ­
ree r’’ in Rio de Janeiro in 1893, he w ro te  that:

Relations a t  p resen t  existing b e tw een  the  U n i te d  S ta te s  
a n d  Brazil a re  m ost cordial a n d  friendly; a n d  th a t  no 
troublesom e questions  are  now  pend ing , ev e ry  im p o rtan t  
incident hav ing  been  sa tis fac to ri ly  closed excep t the  p e n d ­
ing nego tia t ions  for a n  E x trad i t io n  T re a ty .

In C hina C onger w as faced w ith problems 
raised by the th reat of w ar betw een Japan and  
Russia. In such case, the situation in C hina w ould 
be “wholly unique, extrem ely difficult and  criti­
cal.’’ M uch of the land and  sea fighting w ould be 
in Chinese territory  and w aters.

H e reported tha t the occupation of M anchuria 
by the R ussians made its future uncertain, “p ar­
alyzing and  destroying all trad e .” H e w rote of a 
Russian proposal to establish a san itary  commis­
sion in M anchuria before w ithdraw ing:
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Som e of m y C o l leag u es  a re  inclined to believe it is s im ply  

a  trial, on th e  p a r t  of the  R u ss ian s ,  to see h o w  fa r  th ey  can  

go  in the  d irec tion  of re ta in in g  con tro l  b e fo re  a n y  of the  

o th e r  P o w e rs  will c ry  halt .  . . .  It is no t  difficult to foresee 
w h a t  political d om ina t ion  b y  R uss ia  m ean s  in M a n c h u r ia ,  

b u t  it can  on ly  be  p re v e n te d  by  th e  ac tu a l  p lan t in g  there in  

of the  arm s, officials, a n d  cap ita l  of the  o th e r  g re a t  na tions .  

T h i s  the  U n i te d  S ta te s  c a n n o t  a n d  will n o t  do.

A t his last audience w ith  the E m peror and  Em ­
press D ow ager of C hina, C onger w as decorated  
w ith the O rd e r of the D ouble D ragon  and  w as 
presented  w ith a painting by  the Em press and  
four rolls of silk from the Im perial looms. T h is  
w as in appreciation of the m any services he had 
rendered  C hina, as evidence of their personal 
friendship and  esteem, and  as a souvenir of his 
long residence in C hina.

H is successor, John G ard n er Coolidge, w rote:

M r. C o n g e r  h a s  m ad e  a p e rm a n e n t  reco rd  in the  h is to ry  of 

th e  foreign re la t ions  of C h ina ;  an d ,  to sum  up  the  s i tua tion  
as  it a p p e a rs  to m y bes t  judgm en t ,  du r ing  the la t te r  days, 

w h e re a s  o th e r  rep re sen ta t iv e s  ex e r ted  p ressu re ,  he carr ied  
w e igh t;  a n d  I conceive th a t  this is the  ideal, the  a t ta in m en t  

of w h ich  is m ost in a cco rd an ce  w ith  th e  principles of ou r  

G o v e rn m e n t  a n d  th e  instinc ts  of o u r  people.

A num ber of o ther Iow ans held diplom atic mis­
sions during the first th ird  of the tw entieth  cen­
tury. Lauritz S. Sw enson, a g raduate  of Luther 
College, w as M inister to D enm ark from 1897 to 
1905, to Sw itzerland from 1909 to 1911, to N o r­
w ay  from 1911 to 1913 and  from 1921 to 1930,
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and  to the N etherlands from 1931 to 1934. W h ile  
in D enm ark he negotiated  the cession of the D an ­
ish W e s t Indies to the U nited  S tates.

R ichard C. Kerens, a native of K ilberry, Ireland, 
em igrated a t an early  age to Iowa, w here he re ­
ceived a public school education. Later, as a resi­
dent of M issouri, he w as Republican N ational 
Committeeman from that state, ra ilroad  builder, 
and  large contributor to cam paign funds. P resi­
dent T a f t  appointed him M inister to A ustria- 
H ungary  in 1909 as a rew ard  for his political ser­
vices. E xcep t for social activities, his four years 
w ere m arked only by colorless routine m atters.

A lfred  J. Pearson, a professor of history and  
languages a t D rake U niversity, w as confirmed as 
M inister to P oland  on April 2, 1924. T h ere  he 
helped in the economic and financial reconstruc­
tion of the country. In 1925 he w as transferred  
to F inland, w here he rem ained until A pril 30,
1930.

Less than tw o m onths later H anfo rd  M acN ider 
of M ason C ity w as appointed M inister to C anada. 
Previously he had been N ational Com m ander of 
the Am erican Legion, A ssistan t Secretary  of W a r, 
and general m anager of the N orthw estern  S tates 
P ortland  Cem ent Com pany. H e held the C an a ­
dian post until he resigned on A ugust 31, 1932.

F or a num ber of years no Iow ans held diplo­
matic posts. Since W o rld  W a r  II there have been 
seven. M axw ell M . H am ilton of Sioux C ity w as
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M inister to F in land  from 1945 to 1948. Before 
th a t he served in various capacities in C hina, w as 
C hief of the F a r  E aste rn  Division of the D ep art­
ment, and C ounsellor of the E m bassy  in M oscow .

M yron  M . C ow en, w ho w as born a t Logan and  
received his law  degree from D rake U niversity , 
w as A m bassador to A ustra lia  from 1948 to 1949, 
to the Philippines from 1949 to 1951, and  to Bel­
gium from 1952 to 1953. C ow en w as also A dviser 
to the A m erican D elegation to the C onference for 
the Conclusion and  S ignature of the T re a ty  of 
P eace w ith Japan in San F rancisco  in 1951.

R aym ond A. H are , w ho g rad u a ted  from G rin ­
ned College, is considered one of the S ta te  D e­
partm en t’s top specialists on the N ea r E ast. H e 
first w ent to th a t area  in 1924 on the staff of Rob- 
ert College in Istanbul. Since his en try  into the 
Foreign  Service in 1927 he has served in T urkey , 
F rance, Lebanon, Iran, A fghan istan , Saudi A ra ­
bia, E gypt, and  the U nited  Kingdom. O n A ugust 
28, 1950, he w as nam ed A m bassador to Saudi 
A rab ia  and M inister to Yem en. H e became A m ­
bassador to Lebanon on July 28, 1953. H e re ­
signed in Septem ber, 1954, to take the position of 
D irector G eneral of the Foreign Service.

M ajo r G eneral Philip B. Flem ing, w ho w as 
born a t Burlington, w as g raduated  from the M ili­
ta ry  A cadem y a t W e s t Point in 1911 a t the head 
of his class. In addition to his arm y career he 
served in a num ber of governm ent agencies, in-
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eluding the Public W o rk s  A dm inistration and  the 
D epartm ents of Labor and  Commerce. From  1951 
to 1953 he w as A m bassador to C osta Rica.

M rs. Eugenie M oore A nderson  w as the first 
w om an in the U nited  S tates to become an A m bas­
sador. M rs. A nderson, daugh ter of a M ethodist 
m inister, w as born in A dair and  lived in m any 
Iow a tow ns before moving to M innesota. A p ­
pointed A m bassador to D enm ark in O ctober, 
1949, M rs. A nderson arrived  in C openhagen in 
Decem ber of tha t year. She w asted  no time in 
w inning friends for America. She did it prim arily 
by her efforts to understand  the D anish people, 
their customs, their traditions, and  their problems.

M rs. A nderson reported that the D anes show ed 
the greatest in terest in three aspects of Am erican 
life: the labor movement, farm ing, and  how A m er­
ican youth lives. She did everything possible to 
give an objective picture of these subjects.

W h ile  in D enm ark, M rs. A nderson signed a 
trea ty  and  tw o agreem ents on behalf of the U nited 
States. T h e  treaty , signed on O ctober 1, 1951, 
and  the first in Am erican history to be signed by 
a woman, w as one of friendship, commerce, and 
navigation. She signed an agreem ent w ith D en­
m ark which gave the U nited  S tates access to bases 
in G reenland w ithout infringing upon D anish sov­
ereignty there. T h e  second agreem ent w as one 
providing for the exchange of students, teachers, 
and research w orkers betw een the U nited  S tates
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an d  D enm ark. O f the exchange program , M rs. 
A nderson  has said, “T ravel and  stu d y  in the 
U n ited  S ta tes are  the m ost effective answ er to 
criticism and  m isconceptions of our co u n try .“ She 
resigned in 1953.

C hristian  M . R avndal of D ecorah, p resen t M in ­
ister to H u n g ary , w as born in Beirut w here his 
fa ther w as A m erican consul. H e received an A.B. 
degree from L uther College. R avndal en tered  
the Foreign  Service in 1920 and  has been stationed  
in m any cities in E urope, C anada, and  South 
Am erica, as well as holding num erous d ep a rt­
m ental assignm ents.

T h e  m ost recent appointm ent of an Iow an w as 
th a t of M ax  W . Bishop of D avenport as A m bas­
sado r to T h a ilan d  on D ecem ber 3, 1955. P rio r 
to this he has been responsible for coordinating 
plans w ithin the D epartm ent on m atters before the 
O pera tions C oordinating  Board, w hich has the 
job of seeing th a t national security  policies a re  
carried  out. Bishop has spent nearly  tw enty  years 
in the Foreign Service and  has held such positions 
as political advisor to the C om anding G eneral in 
the India-B urm a T h ea te r and  to the Suprem e 
Com m ander, A llied Forces, in Japan.

Homer L. Calkin


