
Assignments—Near and Far
W h ile  m any Iow ans w ere representing  the 

U n ited  S ta tes  in all corners of the w orld, others 
w ere helping to run the S ta te  D epartm ent in 
W ash in g to n . Still o thers w ere carry ing  out in­
teresting an d  im portan t special assignm ents.

T h e  first Iow an to serve in the D epartm ent w as 
Samuel K endrick, w ho w as appoin ted  clerk in 
1870. F our years later the C onsular B ureau w as 
organized  into three divisions, and  K endrick w as 
nam ed the first chief of Division B, thus becoming 
responsible for all correspondence w ith consulates 
in Latin A m erica as well as Italy, Spain, and  P o r­
tugal. H e held the position tw o years.

A nother Iow an, H en ry  O ’Connor, becam e ex­
am iner of claims and  head of the Law  Bureau in 
the S ta te  D epartm ent on F eb ruary  9, 1872. 
O ’C onnor exam ined the evidence and  argum ents 
in support of claims of U nited  S tates citizens 
against foreign governm ents. H e also handled  
questions of law  grow ing out of activities of S tate  
D epartm ent officials. In these m atters he acted as 
general legal adviser to the S ecretary  of S tate  and  
as liaison w ith the A tto rney  G eneral on cases be­
ing prosecuted or defended  in court.

Q uite  a different type of assignm ent w as that
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given to G eorge H . Scidmore, vice consul a t K ana­
zawa, Japan, in 1892. P u rsu an t to instructions 
from W ash in g to n , Scidm ore w as nam ed special 
agen t to investigate claims of A m erican citizens 
for land they had acquired in the Fiji Islands d u r­
ing the 1870’s. British authorities, the A m ericans 
claimed, had unjustly  deprived them of the lands. 
Scidmore w as authorized to confer w ith the B rit­
ish G overnor of Fiji regarding  the claims.

It w as soon evident that an agreem ent could not 
be reached. T herefore, Scidm ore’s task  became 
one of inquiry only. W h en  he arrived a t the Fiji 
Islands, he found that the only m eans of travel 
often w ould be an open native canoe. Shortly  
afterw ards, Scidm ore hired a larger vessel to reach 
the m any islands. A ltogether he investigated 
nearly  one hundred claims totaling more than 
170,000 acres. In his report, m ade in 1893, he 
presented the m any reasons w hy the claims should 
be honored.

A nother Iowan, G eorge L. Brist, w as a m ap dis­
tributor for the W e a th e r Bureau in D ubuque in 
1897. In order to advance himself he took a civil 
service exam ination and received the highest 
grade. Supported by the Iow a delegation in C on­
gress, he w as appointed a m essenger in the S tate  
D epartm ent.

T w o years later his father, F. M . Brist, w rote 
the Secretary  of S tate in behalf of his son for a 
promotion to the Passport Division. T h e  elder
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B rist had purchased  the Southern  V indicator, a 
D em ocratic new spaper in H am m ond, Louisiana, 
for “ the purpose of Republicanizing it” and  
needed  the additional financial assistance from his 
son in o rder to keep it going. G eorge Brist a d ­
vanced steadily  until 1923 w hen he becam e head 
of the Division of P assp o rt C ontrol, w hich issued 
passports to A m erican citizens for travel ab road  
an d  reg istered  A m ericans living in foreign coun­
tries.

W illiam  H . M ichael, editor of the Sioux C ity  
Journal, w as appointed C hief C lerk of the D ep art­
m ent in 1897. Born in O hio, M ichael a ttended  the 
S ta te  U niversity  of Iow a and  taugh t school d u r­
ing the 1850’s. H e volunteered for service a t the 
outbreak of the Civil W a r  and  w as injured at the 
battle  of Shiloh. D ischarged, he la ter re-en tered  
service in the M ississippi Squadron  of the U nited  
S ta tes N avy.

A s Chief C lerk, M ichael had  general supervi­
sion over all clerks and  em ployees of the D epart­
ment. H e read  and  distributed mail to the A ssis­
tan t Secretaries and  met all persons having busi­
ness w ith the D epartm ent o ther than those requir­
ing the personal attention  of the Secretary  or A s­
sistan t Secretaries. A lthough he w as a political 
appointee, M ichael held his post for eight years, 
a fte r which he becam e consul general a t C alcutta.

In 1909 the Division of Latin Am erican Affairs 
and  the position of R esident D iplom atic Officer



Consul G eneral’s Residence, C alcutta, India

H arris House, Tokyo, Japan



M arion E. O lson (left) of M ason C ity  trains 
become one of that coun try 's  first agricultural

Ahmed al-G haib Joffer of Iraq to 
extension experts.

E verett W eig lc  of D ecorah, a Point 4 farm extension official in Iraq, inspects the 
cow of a tenant farm er living near Basrah.



POINT FOUR AC TIV IT IES : II

Ralph R. W ill (rig h t), O ttum w a, director of Point 4 in Pakistan, receives a 
leport of his associates on a survey of one of that co u n try ’s provinces.

Dr. W arren  P. Jurgensen (in the jeep), Sioux City, a public health official, talks 
to a family in Iran where he is helping establish a clinic and training medical 
aides who will be able to give better care to their people.

\



POINT FOUR OFFICIALS
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were established in the D epartm ent. T h e  Division 
handled all diplomatic and  consular correspon­
dence on other than adm inistrative m atters in rela­
tion to C entral an d  South A m erica and  the W e s t 
Indies. T hom as C. D aw son w as the first person 
to hold both positions, acting in these capacities 
from 1909 until June, 1910, and  again  from June, 
1911, until his death  on M ay  1, 1912.

D aw son dealt w ith such diplom atic questions as 
revolutions in N icaragua and  H onduras, the medi­
ation of a boundary  dispute betw een C osta Rica 
and Panam a, and  various difficulties arising out 
of the M exican insurrection.

In 1909 the Division of Inform ation w as also 
created to provide every diplomatic post w ith per­
tinent inform ation regarding  U nited  S tates diplo­
matic negotiations, to prepare a sum m ary of cur­
rent new s of im portance for departm ental use, and 
to compile the annual Foreign Relations  volumes. 
T he  first chief of the Division, Philip H . Patchin 
of Des M oines, began his new spaper w ork there, 
later becoming a correspondent in Brazil, Cuba, 
China, and other countries.

In 1917 the Division w as renam ed the Division 
of Foreign Intelligence w ith the added  du ty  of 
preparing new s items for the press and handling 
the D epartm ent's publicity. Patchin, w ho had be­
come head of the A ssociated P ress in London, w as 
asked to return to head the enlarged Division. A t 
various times Patchin w as also executive secretary
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of the A m erican Peace Commission under P resi­
den t W o o d ro w  W ilson , secre tary  of the D isarm a­
m ent C onference, and  assistan t to S ecretary  of 
S ta te  C harles E vans H ughes in 1921.

D uring the 1890 s num erous com plaints reg a rd ­
ing the U n ited  S ta tes consular service w ere 
b rough t to the a tten tion  of the S ecretary  of S tate. 
O ne  result w as the establishm ent in 1906 by C on ­
gress of a corps of inspectors for the consular ser­
vice. In 1913 S tu a rt J. F u ller of Keokuk w as 
nam ed Consul G eneral a t L arge as a m em ber of 
the Inspection C orps. H is first assignm ent w as to 
inspect all posts in C anada , a total of 53 cities, 
ex tending from W h iteh o rse  in Y ukon T errito ry  
to St. John’s, N ew foundland .

Because of his know ledge of the F a r  E ast, F u l­
le r’s next assignm ent w as the inspection of all 
posts in the O rient. T h e  territo ry  he had to cover 
w as enormous, including A ustralia , N ew  Zealand, 
T ah iti, C hina, and  Japan, as well as Bangkok, 
H ong Kong, and  V ladivostok. A fte r six years 
as an inspector, Fuller w as assigned as consul 
general a t T ientsin , w here he rem ained until he 
resigned in 1923.

Iow a Foreign Service officers w ere frequently  
given m any special tasks. Between 1919 and 1929 
E lbridge R and of Burlington served four different 
legations or consulates. In addition, he w as P resi­
den t of the In ternational S an itary  Council in M o­
rocco in 1924, technical assistan t to the special

i
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commission dealing w ith the m anufacture of arm s 
and ammunition in 1928, secretary  a t the In ter­
national C onference of Economic S tatistics in 
G eneva the same year, and delegate to the In ter­
national C onference for the Suppression of C oun­
terfeiting C urrency  in 1929.

W o rld  W a r  II and its afterm ath  brought new  
and different tasks to Iow ans. E d w ard  S. M ason 
of C linton w as vice-chairm an in 1945 of the E x ­
ecutive Committee on Economic Foreign Policy, 
which exam ined problems and  developm ents a f ­
fecting the foreign policies of the U nited  S tates in 
the field of economics and  form ulated recommen­
dations for the guidance of the governm ent.

From  1949 to 1952 M axw ell H am ilton of Sioux 
C ity w as chairm an of the F a r E astern  Commis­
sion, a body m ade up of representatives of the th ir­
teen nations tha t fought against Japan during 
W o rld  W a r  II. T h e  Commission form ulated pol­
icies for Japan to follow in meeting its obligations 
under the term s of surrender. T h e  Commission 
also reviewed directives issued by the Suprem e 
Command of the Allied Forces in the Pacific to 
make certain they conform ed w ith the general pol­
icies decided upon.

O ccupation of conquered nations creates spe­
cial needs. T o  reorganize the Japanese educa­
tional system, an Education M ission w as sent to 
Japan in 1946 to study and  make recom m enda­
tions regarding the aims of Japanese education,
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language reform , the general adm inistration of the 
prim ary and  secondary  levels, adu lt education, the 
teaching and  education of teachers, and  higher 
education. T h e  S ta te  D epartm ent assigned  Paul 
S tew art, a native of T ingley , to ac t as secretary  
general of the M ission.

A fte r years of Japanese occupation, the econ­
omy of K orea had  reached a low ebb. T o  learn 
w hat steps should be taken to prevent the return  
of this econom y to a primitive sta te  and to m ake 
the country  more self-sufficient, an Econom ic M is­
sion w as organized  in 1946. O ne of the economic 
analysts  in this mission w as E dith  Royce of M t. 
A yr.

Follow ing W o rld  W a r  II it becam e more evi­
den t that personnel engaged  in form ulating for­
eign policies m ust have training in national defense 
problems. Also, these policies and  problem s w ere 
not confined to the U nited  S tates but took into 
consideration our allies. A s a part of this program  
of closer cooperation, Paul E . Paddock, Jr., of 
D es M oines w as detailed in 1950 to the C anadian  
N ational D efense College a t K ingston.

T h e  list of those w ho contributed could be ex ­
panded  greatly. H ow ever, all had but a single 
aim —  to serve in w hatever capacity  they could 
to the benefit of their country.

Homer L. Calkin


