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R e m a r k a b l e  I m m i g r a n t

T h e  S t o r y  o f

H a n s  R e i m e r  C l a u s s e n

Hans Reimer Claussen, from an 1848 
lithograph.

by Richard, Lord Acton

l
YOUNG LAW STUDENT from 
Davenport, Iowa, toured Europe in 
1877. A highlight of his trip came 
in his ancestral Germany. Years 

later he recalled: “In Frankfurt I visited St. 
Paul’s church, in which in Germany’s revolu­
tionary days the Frankfurt Parliament held its 
sessions. Here I found the seat, and for a few 
moments occupied the seat, which my vener­
able friend HR. Claussen had occupied while 
a member of that important and historic 
body.”

1 he youth's action symbolized the respect 
many Davenport German Americans had for 
Hans Reimer Claussen, who lived a remark­
able life in Europe and America. During the 
1840s Claussen was a leading politician in his 
native Schleswig-Holstein, and became a mem­
ber of the all-German Frankfurt Parliament. 
Forced to flee after the collapse of the 1848 
revolution, Claussen immigrated to Daven­
port, where he spent the rest of his life as a dis­
tinguished lawyer and political leader of the

local German-American community. In poli­
tics he battled against nativism, prohibition, 
Sabbatarianism, and woman suffrage. Few 
immigrants to Iowa have played such a part on 
two continents as Hans Reimer Claussen.

Claussen was born in February 1804 in the 
German-speaking duchy of Holstein. As a boy, 
he worked on his father’s farm. He studied law 
at the University of Kiel and, after admission 
to the bar in 1830, practiced law near I leide in 
Holstein. Two years later he married Annina 
Rahbek, daughter of an officer in the Danish 
War Department and niece of a famous 
Danish poet. Annina’s father had died when 
she was an infant, and her German mother 
had taken the child back to her own home­
town of Heide. There, on her nineteenth 
birthday, Annina married Claussen. The cou-

w

pie had four children. Two died as babies, but 
two thrived—a daughter, Elfriede, and a son, 
Ernst.

In 1834 the Claussens moved to Kiel, the 
main city of Holstein. There Claussen prac­
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ticed as a lawyer in the supreme court and 
taught law at the university. He wrote many 
legal articles, and his treatise on an aspect of 
Roman law excited much discussion among 
German university professors. Intellectualism, 
law, and education were always important in 
his life, but gradually he turned to politics at a 
time of great political unrest in Schleswig- 
Holstein.

The history of Schleswig-Holstein is no­
torious for its complexity. The British states­
man Lord Palmerston said that the history of 
Schleswig-Holstein was so complicated that 
only three men had ever understood it fully: 
one was Prince Albert, who was dead; the sec­
ond was a professor who had become insane; 
the third was Palmerston himself, but he’d for­
gotten it. The twin duchies of Schleswig- 
Holstein were at the extreme north of 
Germany. Although most of the population 
was German-speaking, the duchies had been 
ruled since 1460 by the King of Denmark.

Germany in the 1830s and 1840s was a loose 
confederation of a multitude of states with 
absolute monarchs. A rising tide of German 
nationalism marked those decades. Claussen, 
who throughout the 1840s was a member of 
the Holstein Estates (or legislature), belonged 
to the German Party, which sought to join the 
German Confederation.

Matters came to a head after Paris broke out 
in revolt against the French king early in 1848, 
and revolution spread across Europe. The rev­
olutionary atmosphere pervaded Schleswig- 
Holstein, and at an excited meeting their com­
bined legislatures drew up five demands of the 
King of Denmark. The most important 
demands were a separate constitution for 
Schleswig-Holstein, freedom of assembly, and 
freedom of the press. Claussen and four other 
delegates were sent to Copenhagen to put 
their grievances before the King of Denmark.

When the five men arrived in Copenhagen, 
the Danish people regarded them as criminals 
guilty of high treason. Claussen recalled how 
he and his fellow delegates were kept “in a 
kind of respectable confinement and had 
been compelled . . .  to accept against their will 
the hospitality of a rich merchant. [The mer­
chant] watched the doings of the delegates 
closely, and never allowed them to go out with­

out his company and a guard surrounding 
them.”

As the delegates drove to the palace to see 
the king, a mob of infuriated Danes sur­
rounded their coaches and tried to overturn 
them. But cooler heads thwarted the crowd's 
efforts, and the delegation reached the palace 
in safety. The king rejected the demands of 
Claussen and the others, and a Danish man-o- 
war took them back to Kiel.

On their arrival in Schleswig-Holstein, 
Claussen and his colleagues found a full-scale 
revolution had broken out against Denmark. 
With the approval of the provisional govern­
ment of Schleswig-Holstein, Claussen jour­
neyed to Prussia and other German states, 
where he succeeded in obtaining armed assis­
tance for the revolt.

Meanwhile revolution had spread through­
out the German Confederation, and a parlia­
ment from all the German states met at 
Frankfurt. Holstein elected Claussen to the 
Frankfurt Parliament, and during its lengthy 
deliberations, he was among the group of radi­
cal members. Eventually the parliament drew 
up a constitution for a united Germany based 
on universal male suffrage with freedom of 
speech and the press. The parliament offered 
tlie German crown to the King of Prussia, but 
he turned it down.

The Frankfurt Parliament then broke up, 
but a rump of members, including Claussen, 
retired to Stuttgart and continued deliberat­
ing. Finally royal troops prevented the mem­
bers from meeting, which spelled the end of 
the parliament. The tide of revolution reced­
ed, and the Danes regained control of 
Schleswig-Holstein. In 1852 the King of 
Denmark published a general amnesty for the 
rebels in the duchies. However, he issued a 
decree that banished the twenty-one most 
important revolutionary leaders—including 
Hans Reimer Claussen.

But Claussen, realizing he had no future in 
his homeland, had already departed for a new 
life. In 1851, he set off with his family for 
America. His destination was a haven for many 
Schleswig-Holsteiners—Davenport, Iowa.

German immigration to Davenport had 
begun in 1836, and immigrants from 
Schleswig-Holstein first arrived in 1844. After
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the failure of the 1848 revolution, a Hood of 
German refugees known as the “Forty- 
eighters"—many from Schleswig-Holstein— 
tied to Davenport. One German immigrant, 
writing in 1851 about Davenport and its esti­
mated 4,000 inhabitants, enthused: “One-third 
of the people are Germans, and in the coun­
try perhaps one half of the people are 
Germans. One hardly realizes that he is in

J

America because everywhere you hear 
German spoken.”

That same year, Davenport’s German-lan­
guage newspaper Der Demokrat was born. The 
arrival in 1852 of Claussen’s future son-in-law, 
Christian Mueller—who had been a gymnastic 
instructor in Kiel—led to the founding in 
Davenport of the Turnverein, the Forty- 
eighters’ quintessential organization. Similar 
groups were springing up in German- 
American communities across the Midwest.
I his political and gymnastic society believed in 
“a sound mind in a sound body” and “free­
dom, education and welfare for all.” Soon the 
Davenport Turners had their own hall, where 
they drilled in uniforms of white duck, grey 
hats, and red neck-bands. Claussen’s son, 
Ernst, was an early Turner, while Claussen 
himself was a frequent lecturer to the 
Turnverein.

The Fortv-eighters set up a German literary

German immigrants in Daven­
port were quick to organize a 
local Turnverein, a political and 
gymnastic society that pro­
moted “ a sound mind in a 
sound body.” Here, their 
1857 Turner hall. Claussen 
was a frequent lecturer for 
the fraternal society.

societv with its own librarv and a German the-y j
ater. They founded German schools, singing
societies, and a rifle club. They started brew-✓
eries and beer gardens. One historian has 
described Davenport and Scott County as “the 
new Schleswig-Holstein.”

After arriving in Davenport in August 1851, 
Claussen—now aged forty-seven—set himself 
the herculean task of learning English and 
taking the Iowa bar examination. In just two 
years he achieved both goals and began to 
practice as a lawyer. He was soon writing legal 
articles for Dei Demokrat.

From his earliest days in Davenport, 
Claussen encouraged other Germans to immi­
grate to Iowa. He contributed to newspapers 
in Schleswig-Holstein extolling the virtues of 
Iowa. For example, in June 1852 he praised 
the local freedom of the press: “Anyone who 
can feel pleasure at this development quickly 
feels at home and happy here.” He also wrote 
a chapter on Iowa law in a German booklet for 
would-be immigrants. One German newcom­
er, on reaching Iowa in 1852, “spoke in glow­
ing terms of the hearty reception he and his 
family had received at the hands of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claussen.”

In 1855, Claussen turned in a new direction. 
Together with his son, Ernst, and son-in-law, 
Christian Mueller, he built a grist mill at Lyons
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near Clinton, some thirty miles upriver from 
Davenport. At first the venture was profitable, 
but grain prices collapsed at the end of the 
Crimean War. Claussen lost virtually all the 
money he had built up in Schleswig-I lolstein. 
He left Lyons in 1858 and returned to 
Davenport to start again.

Now, at the age of fifty-four, Claussen hurled 
himself into his law practice. He proved most 
successful at finding clients among the 
German Americans of Scott County. A fellow

J

lawyer recalled: “In a few years he had 
acquired both the practice and the reputation 
of an able lawyer. Many times I saw him in the 
court. He was stockily built, not above medi­
um height,, and very quiet in demeanor. His 
accent and appearance denoted his foreign 
origin. His clear and thoughtful expression 
showed he was a philosopher. His deep learn­
ing and high character gave him an excellent 
standing not only with members of the bar 
and courts, but with the community in gener­
al.”

Outside the courtroom, Claussen spoke at 
the first recorded anti-temperance meeting in 
Iowa, held at Davenport in 1852. He gave a 
fiery speech championing the right of 
German Americans to drink alcohol—a cause 
they held dear. Throughout the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, prohibition 
threatened the social culture of Iowans of 
German descent, as well as their economic 
interests in breweries. In 1862 a Canadian trav­
eler gave a vivid description of the Davenport 
German community at play: ‘The population 
has a preponderating element of the German 
race, wrho carry with them, along with their 
love of lager [and] sour-krout . . . their free 
and easy habits of Sunday afternoon diversion. 
At the ‘Dutch Gardens,’ as they call one place 
of amusement, I saw on Sunday af ternoon sev- 
eral hundred people swigging lager on bench­
es under the trees while listening to the strains 
of a fine band performing operatic selections. 
All ages and sexes were there. Six or seven

Jacob Eckhardt’s saloon and the German sign above it 
are the backdrop for girls on their way to Schuetzen 
Park, a popular recreation center for German 
Americans in Davenport in the 1880s and 1890s.
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Adelbert Riepe’s pharmacy displays an American flag in the right window and German song lyrics in the left. 
Claussen died the year this photo was taken— 1894. German Americans in Davenport would continue to publicly 
celebrate their heritage until World War I brought anti-German hysteria.



attendant imps of boys ran frantically hither 
and thither with handfuls of lager mugs. 
Three sweating bartenders handed liquor over 
the counter. . . . Towards evening, the perfor­
mance was to wind up for the day with a 
dance—and then to open again in the 
evening for an amateur dramatic perfor­
mance. During his many years in Iowa, 
Claussen fought politically for the German 
Americans’ personal freedom to drink alco­
hol, and to enjoy dancing and other entertain­
ments on Sundays.

Claussen originally supported the anti-slav­
ery Free Soil party (he considered slavery “a 
sin and a crime”) and inevitably he became a 
member of the Republican Party upon its for­
mation in 1856. He was elected a justice of the 
peace for Davenport on the Republican ticket 
in 1858 and again two years later.

As president of the German Republican 
Club of Scott County, Claussen in 1858 wrote

w

an open letter to the Republican candidate for 
Congress, William Vandeveer. This letter, 
signed by a host of German-American 
Republicans, demanded to know if Vandeveer 
supported the anti-immigrant “Know 
Nothing” point of view. In particular, did he 
favor a longer probation for foreigners as a 
precondition to citizenship, and an extended 
period before naturalized citizens could vote? 
Claussen’s letter forced Vandeveer publicly to 
disown these nativist policies.

Two years later, Claussen’s influence was 
more widely demonstrated. On March 7, 1860, 
he called a meeting of the German 
Republican Club in Davenport to condemn 
Edward Bates of Missouri, who was then a 
prominent contender for the Republican pres­
idential nomination (which ultimately went to 
Abraham Lincoln).

The club endorsed lengthy resolutions 
drawn up by Claussen. The resolutions 
stressed that Bates could not be regarded as a 
Republican given his political history: he had 
revealed anti-immigrant, nativist tendencies; 
he had recently supported a pro-slavery candi­
date for Congress; and he had said he would 
"cheerfully execute the fugitive slave law.” 
Therefore, Bates “hits shown himself to be an 
appeaser and supporter of the plans and mea­
sures of the Pro-Slavery Know Nothings and a

disprover and opponent of Republican princi­
ples."

Three weeks later, Claussen wrote to Iowa’s 
U.S. senator James Harlan: “We sent [our anti- 
Bates resolutions] to every prom inent 
German in the Union, and have found gener­
al approbation among the German republi­
cans.” The German-language newspapers of 
Milwaukee and St. Louis reprinted the 
Davenport resolutions. The Chicago Tribune 
and the Cleveland Plain Dealer commented on 
the resolutions, and the German Republicans 
of Cincinnati endorsed them. Claussen’s 
efforts played a major part in destroying the 
Bates candidacy.

When the Civil War came, Claussen’s son, 
Ernst—who as a teenager had fought in the 
Schleswig-I lolstein revolt—was one of the first 
men in Davenport to respond to Lincoln’s call 
for volunteers by joining the three-month regi­
ment, the First Iowa Infantry. Claussen contin- 
tied his legal practice, expanding it in 1862 by 
taking Ernst—now back from the war—into 
partnership. The following year, when the 
First National Bank opened its doors in 
Davenport, Claussen was one of the prime 
movers in the enterprise and served as a direc­
tor from 1865 to 1870.

After the war, Claussen entered state poli­
tics. In 1867 he stood in Scott Countv as 
Republican candidate for the state senate. I le 
chose an unfortunate year. In Scott County, 
the Democrats, conservative Republicans, and 
anti-prohibitionists united in the People’s 
Party, whose main platform was opposition to 
prohibition. The Republican Party remained 
officially neutral on prohibition and left the 
matter to each candidate’s discretion. The 
German Americans regarded the People’s 
Party as the hope of the opponents of temper­
ance, and went over to it in droves.

In vain did Claussen write to the Davenport 
Gazette. “I agree with the . . . repeal of the pro­
hibitory liquor law.” In vain did he challenge 
his opponent to a public debate. The People’s 
Party won all ten offices contested in Scott 
County. Claussen plunged to defeat, receiving 
1,806 votes to his opponent’s 2,500 votes.

By 1869, when Claussen again tried for the 
state senate, the political map in Scott County 
had completely changed. The previous year,
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In 1870 Claussen took his seat as a Republican senator to the Thirteenth General Assembly, pictured here outside 
the temporary capitol in Des Moines.

Ulysses S. Grant had won the presidency for 
the Republicans, and Scott County had elect­
ed all its Republican candidates. In 1869, the 
People’s Party had collapsed and the 
Democrats in Scott County fought a lackluster 
campaign. The German Americans had 
returned to the Republican Party, which made 
a clean sweep of the county. Claussen won a 
four-year senate term with 2,306 votes—a 
majority of 523 votes.

During the 1870 legislative session, Senator 
Claussen made a forceful but unsuccessful 
stand against a bill that prohibited the sale of 
wine and beer, but left to each county the
decision whether to enforce the law locallv./
Claussen, in a minority report of the 
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Committee on Suppression of Intemperance, 
argued powerfully that the bill was unconstitu­
tional, citing as a precedent an Iowa Supreme 
Court decision on a similar law of 1857. (He 
was proved right—in 1871, the Supreme 
Court of Iowa struck down the law.) .Among 
other objections, Claussen urged that the law 
“would be very injurious to the farmers raising 
barley, and to the brewers, having invested 
large capital in breweries."

In a notable speech on the bill, Claussen 
portrayed prohibition as a movement out of 
step with American and European culture: 
“[The error] is certainly not with the three 
hundred millions of Europeans. . . . The error 
cannot be with the thirty millions of



•Americans, but with the four millions who are 
in favor of prohibition.” He urged that prohi­
bition was unenforceable, and had been a 
complete failure in Massachusetts, 
furthermore, wine “is highly praised in the 
Bible,” and even had a positive medicinal 
value: “The people would not be half so sick 
here if they would drink wine.”

J

When Claussen’s time ran out, the other 
senators called, “Go on,” and he said: “I know 
your minds are made up, and I have not the 
assumption to suppose that what I say will 
change you, but the German population 
expect their views to be presented.” Claussen 
ended forcefully: “The advocates of a strict

J

prohibitory law . . . want to make the State 
more moral and extricate vice. . . .  I hate vice 
just as much as any Senator here, but should 
you wish to accomplish that purpose and 
deprive us of our liberty and our property? We

are not here to legislate in order to make the 
people moral by our laws. We are here to pro­
tect life and liberty, and to advance the educa- 
tional interests of our State.”

The German Americans loved their Sunday
J

pleasures and loathed the “Act for the 
Observance of the Sabbath”—the so-called 
“Sabbath Law”—passed in 1857. This law for­
bade, among other things, dancing, shooting, 
hunting, fishing, buying, selling, or doing any 
but essential work on a Sunday. The penalty 
was a fine of between SI and $5, and the 1870 
House of Representatives passed a bill increas­
ing the penalty to between $5 and S i00. 
Claussen as a member of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee introduced a minority report 
opposing the bill, and moved that the bill be 
postponed indefinitely.

Claussen argued in his report that the 
Sabbath Law was unconstitutional because it
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The mix of music and beer gardens survives in this page from a souvenir program for the 1898 Saengerfest (or 
singing festival) in Davenport. A baritone’s portrait is surrounded by advertisements for a “bier garten" and other 
businesses catering to German Americans—reminiscent of an 1862 observer’s account of “several hundred people 
swigging lager... while listening to the strains of a fine band playing operatic selections.”
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Davenport’s Schuetzen Park was privately owned and run by the Schuetzen Geseltschaft (or shooting society). 
Streetcars carried passengers there to enjoy Sunday recreations and to hear German band concerts in the music 
pavilion. Claussen fought to protect lowans’ rights to enjoy such pleasures on Sundays. _______________

was a law respecting the establishment of reli­
gion. He further urged that the Sabbath Law 
was “impracticable, inoperative and contrary 
to the notions of a greater portion of 
Christians." This last point was the nub of his 
argument. “Nearly all the European Christians 
on the continent go in the morning to 
church, but in the afternoon they enjoy and 
resort to places of amusements. . . . There is 
dancing on Sunday afternoon and in the 
evening." Claussen concluded: “There is 
nowhere any good reason for a provision that 
an act. innocent in itself, shall become crimi­
nal by every seventh revolution of the earth 
around its axis." The Senate voted that

Claussen's report be printed, and took no fur­
ther action on the bill.

In May 1871 Claussen retired from his legal 
practice, and the Scott County bar gave a line 
banquet in his honor, where a letter from Iowa 
Supreme Court Justice John F. Dillon was 
read. Justice Dillon wrote that Claussen had a 
“natural keen unperverted and ever active 
sense of Justice and Right. . . .  His great knowl­
edge of the civil law is a fountain to which, as 
he knows, I have often resorted."

The next day, Claussen and his wife de­
parted for a six-month visit to Europe. He had 
been free to go back to Schleswig-Holstein— 
from which he had been banished in 1852—
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since the Prussians and Austrians had ended 
Danish rule in 1864. .As Bismarck had just uni­
fied Germany, Claussen now set out for the 
united Germany he had dreamed of in his 
youth. He heard Bismarck speak in the Berlin 
Parliament, and he visited Schleswig-I lolstein. 
Yet it was to Davenport and America that he 
returned as home in time for the 1872 legisla­
tive session.

Although he was liberal in most causes, 
Claussen opposed woman suffrage, as did the 
Davenport Turners generally. Claussen had 
unsuccessfully voted against an 1870 Senate 
resolution to give the vote to women and, in 
January 1872, was reported as “working and 
writing letters in opposition to female suf­
frage.” The Senate by a majority of two 
opposed the passage of this second resolution, 
thus preventing a constitutional amendment 
being put to a public referendum.

In the Senate debate on the subject, 
Claussen gave a major speech. ‘The old gen­
tleman’s eye kindles with a peculiar fire as he 
delivers a labored speech,” reported a 
Dubuque newspaper. He listed three broad 
reasons for denying women the vote: “The 
particular interest of the females does not 
require Female Suffrage. . . . There is no nat­
ural right to Female Suffrage [and]. . . . The 
same is against public welfare.”

Claussen developed his theme: “The 
women, generally, have deeper feelings, more 
intensive tenderness, a finer taste, and a nicer 
sense of propriety, than the rougher male sex. 
All these qualities make them excellent wives 
and mothers.” He concluded: “We should 
leave the government. . .  in the hands of men. 
The women have their sphere in domestic life.
•. . Would it not satisfy the highest ambition of 
an American lady to be the mother of a sec­
ond Washington?”

Claussen’s views were typical of nineteenth- 
century males: women should concern them- 
selves with the home, children, and cooking. A 
further reason for Claussen’s stance may have 
been that—like so many German Americans— 
he believed if women had the vote they would 
ensure the triumph of the temperance move­
ment, long supported by women reformers. 
Certainly on every aspect of women’s rights 
other than the vote, Claussen was a progressive.

During the adjourned session of the legisla­
ture in 1873, he voted with the majority on 
measures to reform married women’s proper­
ty, inheritance, and other legal rights.

A glimpse of Claussen’s home life suggests 
that his own wife, Annina, was far from 
kitchen-bound and enjoyed intellectual discus­
sion. In the summer of 1872, Claussen offered 
to help a young German American, Charles 
Ficke of Davenport, with his law studies. Years 
later, Ficke recalled: “Those were glorious 
hours which I thereafter spent in Mr. 
Claussen’s company on Sunday mornings. . . . 
When we had finished our discussions of legal 
subjects he would talk to me on a variety of 
other subjects most interestingly. . . . Often 
Mrs. Claussen would join us in these conversa­
tions.”

Now in his sixtv-ninth year, Claussen was on 
the Senate judiciary committee, which had a 
crucial role in drafting the 1873 Code of Iowa. 
When the Senate decided to hold two sessions 
a dav, Claussen asked to be excused from fur- 
ther service on the judiciary committee, saying 
that at his age participation in such an impor­
tant committee and in two daily legislative ses­
sions would be too much.

A few davs later, the Senate unanimously 
asked Claussen to resume his place on the 
judiciary committee. The Davenport Gazette 
reported that Claussen “was visibly affected” by 
their confidence in him. To the Davenport 
Democrat, the honor came as no surprise. “This 
compliment was richly deserved by the white- 
haired philosopher of Scott [County],” the 
paper commented, “who has more legal 
knowledge under his frosty brow than half the 
lawyers of the State.” Claussen once more took 
his place on the judiciary committee, and by 
all accounts played a major part in revising the 
Iowa Code.

Although Claussen may have seen himself as 
slowing down, apparently his colleagues did 
not. “One of the most remarkable men of this 
Assembly is Senator Claussen,” commented a 
fellow senator in 1872. “He is now seventy 
years old, with hair as white as the snow flake, 
and step and movement as elastic and quick as 
a young man of twenty . . . and although his 
speech is broken, and his delivery in English 
somewhat difficult, yet there are but few who
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Opposite: Although few images exist of Claussen 
besides this undated carte-de-visite, he left his mark on 
Scott County and the state. Here, his signature 
appears on the bottom right of an 1854 deed. Within 
two years of his arrival in America, he had learned 
English and passed the Iowa bar exam. His understand­
ing of the language and laws of both Germany and 
America surely made his services valuable to German 
emigrants in Scott County.

speak or write the English language with more 
purity.”

Shocked by the corruption of President 
Grant's administration, Claussen in 1872 
joined the break-away Liberal Republican 
movement and chaired a Davenport meeting 
supporting Horace Greeley for President. 
After Greeley’s defeat, Claussen played no fur­
ther part in national politics. He retired from 
the state senate in 1873.

During his years in the legislature, Claussen 
had primarily concentrated on opposing pro­
hibition, Sabbath observance, and woman suf­
frage. But he also promoted causes such as 
immigration and education, continuing to 
serve on Davenport’s board of education after 
retirement. He voted consistently for the aboli­
tion of capital punishment and remained a 
staunch champion of freedom of the press.

Always of a philosophical bent, Claussen was 
himself a keen student of Locke, Hume, Kant, 
Hegel, and others. He delivered at least seven 
lectures to the Davenport Tumverein on topics 
such as “The Moral System of Grecian 
Philosophers” and “Communism in 
Contradiction to Morality, Law, and Sound 
Politics.”

In 1879, Claussen gave his last Tumverein 
lecture to a large audience at the German 
Theatre in Davenport. In it, he strongly criti­
cized Bismarck’s policies in Germany and 
looked to his adopted country for the future. 
The Davenport Gazette reported: “Mr. Claussen 
concluded with an eloquent reference to the 
f nited States its embodying the hopes of free­
dom loving people.”

Claussen’s life upon retirement from politics 
belonged to honored old age: honored at the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Schleswig- 
Holstein revolt; honored on his golden wed­
ding anniversary in 1882 by the Turners hoist­

ing the flag over their hall; honored on that 
day, too, by a large party, speeches, telegrams, 
a poem recited in German by his granddaugh­
ter, and the gift of a painting of Heide in 
Schleswig-Holstein, where the Claussens had 
married. A newspaper account of the occasion 
said: “The Doctor [Claussen] was very much 
touched by these many evidences of kind 
regard, and addressed the company, giving 
expression to the feelings of himself and his 
wile."

With the advancing years, Claussen showed 
his legal mind was as keen as ever. In 1882, a 
state constitutional amendment of prohibition 
was passed. Yet Claussen’s fellow Forty-eighter, 
Theodor Gulich, now a Burlington editor and 
lawyer, alerted the governor that “it is the 
opinion of able jurists that the amendment 
will not stand a legal test." Claussen—who 
shared Gulich s hatred of prohibition—was 
undoubtedly one of these “able jurists." A fine 
constitutional lawyer with a keen eye, Claussen 
had noticed a key difference in language 
between the resolutions of prohibition in the 
House and the Senate of the Eighteenth 
General Assembly. The Nineteenth General 
Assembly agreed to the amendment passed by 
the previous House, but not that of the Senate. 
Because of this technicality—and to the great 
glee of the German Americans—the Iowa 
Supreme Court ruled that the prohibition 
amendment was unconstitutional.

The last years of Claussen’s life were marked 
by bereavement. His daughter, Elfriede 
Mueller, died in 1883, and she was followed by 
his wife, Annina, in 1889. Three years later he 
lost his son, Ernst—himself a successful lawyer 
and seven times mayor of Davenport. Claussen

The Society for German-American Studies 
is sponsoring a Claussen biography and the 
C la u sse n  C e n te n n ia l  C e le b r a t io n  and 
Conference, Sept. 30-Oct. 3, in Davenport, 
Iowa. Claussen’s legacy, as well as music, lit­
erature, language, genealogy, and German- 
A m e r ic a n  re la t io n s ,  will be e x p lo re d .  
Contact William Roba, Scott Community 
College, 500 Belmont Road, Bettendorf, 
Iowa, 52722 (319-359-7531).
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lived on another two years. In 1894 he died—/
aged ninety—at the home of his son-in-law, 
Christian Mueller.

Claussen had always had a Turner's attitude 
to life. He exercised regularly and had an iron 
constitution. One obituary described how “the 
remarkable manner in which he preserved his 
youthful rigor [had] enabled him to be about 
and greet his acquaintances upon the streets 
until recently." Claussen showed a streak of 
radicalism to the last: he had taken the unusu­
al step of arranging to have his body cre­
mated.

Perhaps the finest memorial to Claussen— 
demonstrating the pride Davenport felt in 
him—appeared the year after his death. The 
1895 history of Scott County contained the 
King of Denmark's entire writ banishing

Claussen and the other leaders of the 
Schleswig-Holstein revolt. The writ printed in 
German took up three pages of the book.

Few immigrants, within two decades of arriv­
ing in a new country and learning a new lan­
guage, could play a leading part in drafting 
the legal code of an American state. But Hans 
Reimer Claussen was an exceptional man. In 
Europe, Claussen had fought for Schleswig- 
Holstein and united Germany. In Iowa, as a 
prominent lawyer, legislator, and civic leader, 
he fought for the rights of individual clients 
and of an entire immigrant group. On his 
death, the Davenport Democrat saluted Claussen 
with the title bestowed on him by the local 
German-American community—“the patri­
arch of Davenport. □
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