
Immigrants From Near and Far
The westward trek of emigration across the 

Mississipppi, which reached torrential proportions 
in Iowa between 1854 and 1856, was still flowing 
into the Hawkeye State in 1858. Early that spring 
Horace Greeley observed through the columns of 
his New York Tribune that at this time no State 
nor Territory can hold out inducements to settlers 
equal to Iowa; and it is the opinion of discerning 
men that the year 1858 will witness a larger im­
migration to this State, than any preceding one.

It was this same Greeley who is reputed to have 
said to Josiah B. Grinnell in 1854 — “Go West, 
young man, go West, and grow up with the coun­
try. Four years later, Greeley could still find 
much in favor of Iowa.

Io w a  is p ro b a b ly  n o t q u ite  so  fe r ti le  a s  Illin o is , b u t its  

p ra ir ie s  a re  sm a lle r , i ts  t im b e r  b e t te r  d is t r ib u te d , if n o t 

m ore a b u n d a n t ,  a n d  its  p la in s  m o re  f r e q u e n t ly  c u t b y  th e  

rav in e s  o f s w if t ly  ru n n in g  s tre a m s . W e  c o n s id e r  it m ore  

h e a lth fu l in th e  a v e ra g e  th a n  Illin o is , w h ile  its  p o p u la tio n , 

m ain ly  e m ig ra n ts  fro m  N e w  E n g la n d  a n d  N e w  Y o rk , a re  

d e c id e d ly  in te ll ig e n t, m o ra l a n d  th r i f ty .  W e  h a v e  tra v e le d  

fa r  less in Io w a  th a n  in  o th e r  W e s te r n  S ta te s ,  b u t h a v e  

seen  n o n e , on  th e  w h o le , to  b e  p r e fe r r e d  to  th is  fo r  a  hom e.

Most Iowans would have been pleased by these
295
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highly complimentary remarks but not the editor 
of the Davenport Weekly Gazette. Illinois, that 
editor pointed out on April 15, 1858, was not in 
as good a ‘financial condition” as Iowa with the 
result that taxes were higher. Furthermore, com­
parable Iowa land sold for half the price of simi­
larly located land in Illinois.

-w

S p e c u la t io n  h a s  r u n  w ild  in  th a t  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  n e w  

W e s t e r n  S ta te s ,  a n d  fix ed  a n  o v e r - e v a lu a t io n  o n  la n d s  

n o t  ju s tif ie d  b y  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  In  Io w a , th e  la rg e  p o r ­

tio n  o f  th e  la n d  h a s  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  a c tu a l  s e t t le r s ,  a n d  

a r e  n o w  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e m , a n d  th e  in c re a s e d  v a lu e  o f  

th e s e  la n d s  h a s  o n ly  b e e n  in p r o p o r t io n  to  im p ro v e m e n ts  

a n d  to  th e  s t e a d y  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  S ta te .  W h e n  e m ig ra n ts  

c a n  p u r c h a s e  la n d s  in  Io w a  a t  le s s  th a n  h a lf  w h a t  th e y  

h a v e  to  p a y  in  I llin o is , fo r  in s ta n c e ,  s im ila r ly  lo c a te d  a s  

to  c e n t r a l i ty ,  m a rk e ts ,  6 c . ,  th e y  m u s t c e r ta in ly  g iv e  th is  

S ta t e  th e  p re fe re n c e .

T h e  E a s te r n  e m ig ra t io n  o f  th is  s p r in g  w ill s c a rc e ly  s to p  

E a s t  o f th e  M is s is s ip p i .  W e s t  o f  it, w h a t  o th e r  S ta te  o r  

w h a t  te r r i to r y ,  o f fe rs  g r e a te r  in d u c e m e n ts  o f c h e a p n e s s  o f 

la n d , f e r t i l i ty  o f  so il, r ic h  a b u n d a n c e  o f  m in e ra l w e a lth ,  

h e a l th in e s s  o f  c l im a te , g r e a t e r  f re e d o m  fro m  f in a n c ia l b u r ­

d e n s  a n d  h e a v y  ta x e s ,  a  m o re  m o ra l to n e  o f s o c ie ty , b e t te r  

s c h o o ls , m o re  c h u rc h e s ,  g r e a te r  f re e d o m  o f  o p in io n  a n d  

a c t io n , th a n  o u r  o w n  g lo r io u s  S ta te  o f  Io w a ?  W e  a s k  

M r . G re e ly  w h ile  h e  is  e x a m in in g  th e  physical a d v a n ta g e s  

o f  W e s t e r n  S ta te s ,  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  E a s te r n  e m ig ra tio n , 

to  e x te n d  h is  r e s e a r c h e s  to  th in g s  w h ic h  in th is  a r t ic le  w e  

m e re ly  ju s t  to u c h e d .

Mindful of the values accruing from an ever- 
expanding population, a number of Iowans went 
east to encourage immigration to the Hawkeye



State. Such a promoter was General George B. 
Sargent, of the firm of Cook and Sargent of Dav­
enport, whose “masterly” speech in Boston on the 
wealth and resources of the W est was recorded 

in the Boston Traveler. The Davenport Weekly 
Gazette of March 4, 1858, was delighted with 
Sargent’s effort:

W e  a r e  g la d  th a t  a  v o ice  fro m  Io w a , a n d  so  h e a r ty  a n d  

m a n ly  a  v o ice , h a s  b e e n  r a is e d  in  B o s to n , to  te ll th em  

w h a t  w e  a r e  d o in g  h e re . W e  h o p e  th e  s a m e  v o ice  w ill 

be r a is e d  in  N e w  Y o rk  a n d  o th e r  E a s te r n  c itie s . A n  o ld  

c itizen  w h o  h a d  re c e iv e d  a  c o p y  o f  th is  a b s t r a c t  fro m  G e n . 

S a rg e n t, s a y s  th a t  a f t e r  r e a d in g  it, h e  c o n s id e re d  h im se lf  

w o rth  o n e  th o u s a n d  d o lla r s  m o re  th a n  b e fo re !  T h e  le c ­

tu re r  w a s  p a id  th e  c o m p lim e n t o f  a  t r e m e n d o u s  a u d ie n c e . 

T h e  h a ll a t  w h ic h  h e  w a s  to  h a v e  le c tu re d , w a s  fo u n d  u t ­

te r ly  in a d e q u a te  to  a c c o m m o d a te  th e  m u lti tu d e , a n d  th e y  

w e re  c o m p e lle d  to  a d jo u rn  to  a  la rg e r  h a ll. W e  a r e  g la d  

to  se e  o u r  fe llo w -c itiz e n  a p p re c ia te d  a b ro a d  a s  w e ll a s  

a t  h o m e, a n d  m o re  e sp e c ia lly  to  n o tic e  so  m u ch  in te re s t  

in th e  W e s t  b e in g  m a n ife s te d  a t  th e  “ A th e n s  o f  A m e r ic a .”

In addition to speeches such as Sargent’s, pros­
pective emigrants were lured westward to Iowa 
by such guides as Northern Iowa /  /  By a Pioneer 
/  /  Containing Valuable Information for Emi­
grants. Published by the Dubuque Emigrant As­
sociation, this forty-page pamphlet went into at 
least two editions and was widely heralded 
throughout Iowa and the nation. While some 
northern editors felt the title “Northern Iowa” 
was gratuitous and that the book actually was pin-

IMMIGRANTS FROM NEAR AND FAR 297



298 T H E  P A L IM P S E S T

pointed on Dubuque, there was plenty of informa­
tion on other sections of Iowa. The opening para­
graph must have caused many a prospective emi­
grant to prick up his ears.

N O R T H E R N  I O W A .

KY A PIOXKKll.

r  O K T A I X I N «

V A L U A B L E  I N F O R M A T I O N

FOR KM IGRA NTS.

T h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  G o v e r n ­

m e n t w ill d is p o s e  o f  la rg e  q u a n ­

ti t ie s  o f  la n d s  ly in g  in th e  F o r t  

D o d g e  a n d  S io u x  C i ty  D is tr ic ts ,  

e a r ly  in  th e  s p r in g . M o s t  o f  

th e s e  la n d s  c a n  be  p re -e m p te d  a t  

o n e  d o l la r  a n d  tw e n ty - f iv e  c e n ts  

p e r  a c re , b y  a c tu a l  s e t t le r s .  P a y ­

m e n t c a n  b e  m a d e  a t  a n y  tim e 

w ith in  a  y e a r  o f  th e  s e t t le m e n t .  

T h e  s e c tio n s  a l te r n a te  to  th e  

s e c tio n s  g r a n te d  to  th e  D u b u q u e  

a n d  P a c ific  R a i lro a d  C o m p a n y , 

m a y  a ls o  b e  p re -e m p te d . . . .

The booklet described the 
abundant supply of wood, 
coal, lumber, lime, brick, 
building stone, water, and 
the value of gypsum in the 
Fort Dodge area. It de­
scribed the homestead law
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and Iowa’s prowess in the livestock industry. It 
pointed out that Iowa’s farmers already produced 
more corn than New York and the six New Eng­
land states combined. The healthful climate of 
the Hawkeye State as well as its freedom from 
criminals and paupers was emphasized.



The Council Bluffs Nonpareil was impressed 
with Northern Iowa and urged its citizens to pre­
pare a similar booklet on Council Bluffs and 
southwestern Iowa. Omaha, the editor pointed 
out, had already published such a pamphlet setting 
forth the advantages of that town, and the results 
were “plainly traceable in the progress of that 
city.” He hoped Council Bluffs citizens would act 
upon his suggestion.

The editor of the Chicago Press could not re­
frain from calling attention to the vigorous meas­
ures ’ employed by the Dubuque Emigrant Asso­
ciation in engaging the services of a German 
Agent to obtain subscriptions of a sufficient 
amount to publish an edition of 10.000 copies of 
Northern Iowa in the German language setting 
forth the advantages offered immigrants. This 
edition was for gratuitous distribution in the East­
ern States, and in Europe. When work began on 
the German edition the Independence Guardian 
declared :

W e  re c e iv e d  la s t  w e e k  a  ca ll fro m  M r . C . J. W i t t e n ­

b e rg , a g e n t  fo r  th e  D u b u q u e  E m ig ra n t  A ss o c ia tio n , w h o  

is tra v e lin g  th ro u g h  N o r th e r n  Io w a , c o lle c tin g  in fo rm a ­

tion  fo r th e  p u rp o s e  o f s e tt in g  fo r th  th e  s u p e r io r  a d v a n ­

ta g e  w h ich  th is  p a r t  o f th e  S ta te  ofFers to  s e tt le r s , w h ich  

w ill b e  p u b lish e d  a n d  d is t r ib u te d  to  th o s e  co m in g  W e s t .  

M r. M . is a  c o r re s p o n d e n t  o f G e rm a n  p a p e rs  p u b lish e d  

b o th  in th is  c o u n try  a n d  th e  “ fa th e r la n d , so  th a t  a d o u b le  

o b je c t a n d  a  d o u b le  g o o d  is a t ta in e d . W e  h o p e  o u r  

b ro th e r  e d ito rs  g iv e  him  a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  in th e ir
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p o w e r , r e c o l le c t in g  th a t  b y  so  d o in g  th e y  w ill n o t  o n ly  

b e n e f it  M r . W .  b u t  th e m s e lv e s , a n d  th o s e  w h o s e  in te r e s t s  

th e y , in  a  g r e a t  d e g r e e  h o ld  in  th e ir  h a n d s  a s  w e ll.

The various economic, social, religious and po­
litical forces at work caused an ever increasing 
number of emigrants to seek out Iowa. According 
to the Davenport Weekly Gazette of April 22:

T h e  t id e  o f  t r a v e l  is w e s tw a r d .  In  o u r  h o m e w a rd  t r ip  

fro m  N e w  Y o rk  w e  to o k  th e  in d ir e c t  r o u te  v ia  P h i la d e l ­

p h ia , P i t t s b u r g h  a n d  F o r t  W a y n e ,  a n d  y e t  in  th e  w h o le  

c o u rs e , s o  th r o n g e d  w e re  th e  c a r s ,  th a t  o n ly  o n c e  a n d  

th e n  b u t  fo r  a  fe w  m iles , d id  w e  h a v e  a n  e n t i r e  c a r  s e a t .  

A t  th e  s a m e  tim e  w e  o b s e rv e d  th a t  th o s e  c a r s  g o in g  e a s t ­

w a r d  w e re  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  e m p ty . —  B u t n o t u n ti l  r e a c h in g  

C h ic a g o  d id  th e  r e a l  ja m  c o m m e n c e , a n d  th e n  e x t r a  c a r s  

h a d  to  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  t r a in ,  s h o w in g  th a t  th e  e m ig ra t io n  

is  to w a r d s  o u r  o w n  fa v o re d  S ta te .  I t is y e t  e a r ly  in  th e  

s e a s o n , s o  t h a t  w e  a n t ic ip a te  a  h e a v y  a d d i t io n  to  o u r  p o p u ­

la t io n  th is  s p r in g .

While thousands came by steamboat, both to 
the Upper Mississippi and the Missouri, the cov­
ered wagon as well as the railroad brought count­
less numbers. The Weekly Gazette observed:

A ll th e  e m ig ra t io n  is n o t  to  b e  fo u n d  a lo n g  th e  M is s o u r i  

r iv e r  to w a r d s  K a n s a s ,  n o r  u p  th e  M is s is s ip p i  to w a r d s  S t. 

P a u l .  S o m e  o f  it c o m e s  th is  w a y . A  fe w  d a y s  a g o  w e  

s a w  a  te a m  d r a w n  b y  e ig h t ,  p e r h a p s  te n  c a t t le ,  a n d  h e a d ­

in g  fo r  th e  W e s t .  T h e  w a g o n  w a s  fu ll o f  h o u s e h o ld  a n d  

fa rm in g  im p le m e n ts , a s  w e ll a s  a  g o o d ly  q u a n t i ty  o f  h u m a n  

b ip e d s . A  m an  w a s  w a lk in g  a lo n g  s id e  w ith  a  rifle  in th e  

h o llo w  o f  h is  a rm , a n d  a  s tr ip l in g  w a s  d ire c tin g  th e  a n im a ls . 

T h e  f a th e r  w ill b e c o m e  a  s tu r d y  fa rm e r , th e  b o y  m a y  g o
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to  C o n g re s s  after a while, a n d  Io w a  w ill b e  b e n e f i te d .  

C o m e  a lo n g , a ll su c h , fo r  th e re  is a  p le n ty  o f la n d  le f t . . .

Halfway across the state the Webster City 
Hamilton Freeman of July 8 chronicled immigra­
tion under the caption “Westward, Ho!"

A  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f te a m s  a re  

d a i ly  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  th is  p la ce , 

c a r ry in g  m e rc h a n d is e , e m ig ra n ts  

a n d  th e ir  fam ilie s , im p le m e n ts  o f 

h u s b a n d ry , 6 c .  S in c e  th e  ro a d s  

b e c a m e  p a s s a b le  th e re  h a s  b een  

a  p e r fe c t  ru s h . T h is  is a  w ise  

m o v em en t, fo r  th e re  is n o t  a  b e t ­

te r  re g io n  o f c o u n try  u n d e r  the  

su n  th a n  n o r th -w e s te rn  Io w a .

IN 4
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The Sioux City Eagle of 
June 8, 1858, was delighted by the movement of 
immigrants westward to the Missouri slope.

D a ily  a r e  w e  re m in d e d  th a t  e m ig ra tio n  w e s tw a rd  h a s  

fa ir ly  c o m m e n c e d . T e a m s  d ra w n  b y  th re e , fo u r  o r  five 

y o k e s  o f c a tt le , w a g o n s  fu ll o f  fa rm in g  im p le m e n ts  a n d  

h o u se h o ld  g o o d s , w ith  c h ic k e n  c o o p s  b e h in d , a n d  g e n e r ­

a lly  a  sp r in k lin g  o f  li tt le  h u m a n  b ip e d s  in s id e , th e  h e a d  o f 

th e  fam ily  w ith  h is  t r u s ty  g u n  a c ro s s  h is  s h o u ld e r  c lo se  b y . 

a  little  in  a d v a n c e  o f a ll t r o t t in g  a  fa i th fu l  c a n in e , w h ich  

n o w  a n d  th e n  tu rn s  h is  h e a d  to  see  th a t  a ll is r ig h t ,  is n o t 

an  u n c o m m o n  s ig h t  n o w -a -d a y s .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  

M is so u ri r iv e r  s te a m e rs  a r e  c ro w d e d  w ith  p a s s e n g e rs , 

b le e d in g  K a n s a s ” d o e s  n o t  g e t  a ll th e  n e w  c o m e rs . E a r ly  

a s  it is. little  p a r t ie s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  a r e  m a k in g  th e ir  e n ­

tra n c e  in to  th is  a n d  a d jo in in g  c o u n tie s , a n d  a  litt le  la te r  in 

th e  se a so n  w e  sh a ll see  th e m  co m in g  b y  th e  h u n d re d .
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T h e r e  is e v e r y  in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e r e  w ill b e  a  la rg e  e m i­

g r a t io n  th is  s e a s o n  —  th e  c o u n t r y  w ill fill u p  w ith  s tu r d y ,  

w e l l - to - d o  fa rm e rs ,  w h o  c o m e  to  s t a y  —  n o t m e re  s p e c u ­

la to r s  w h o  c o m e  fo r  a  fe w  m o n th s  a n d  n o t re a l iz in g  w h a t  

th e y  e x p e c te d  in  a  d a y , r e tu r n e d  d is g u s te d  w ith  th e  W e s t .  

T o  th e  firs t n a m e d  c la s s , w e  s a y  co m e  o n , fo r  th e re  is 

p le n ty  o f  a s  g o o d  la n d  a s  th e  s u n  s h in e s  u p o n , w h ic h  ca n  

b e  h a d  o n  m o s t a d v a n ta g e o u s  te rm s .

W hat of the general character of the pioneers 
of 1858? Most of these new-comers were inter­
ested in land and the vast majority took up farm­
ing. A goodly number, however, were profes­
sional men — lawyers, doctors, dentists, drug­
gists, ministers. The following from the Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil of January 9 is illustrative:

W e  le a rn  th a t ,  la te  a s  th e  s e a s o n  is, so m e  n e w  a n d  v a l ­

u a b le  a d d i t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  o u r  fa rm in g  p o p u la ­

tio n . R . D . Jo n e s , E s q .,  o f  R o c h e s te r ,  N . Y ., w h e re , fo r  

th e  la s t  s ix  y e a r s  h e  filled  th e  p o s t  o f  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

th e  P u b lic  S c h o o ls , h a s  p u rc h a s e d  a  fine t r a c t  o f  la n d  on  

K eg  C re e k , tw e lv e  m iles  e a s t  o f  to w n , a n d  is n o w  e n g a g e d  

in  p r e p a r in g  it fo r  h is  p e r m a n e n t  h o m e . In  1855, M r . 

Jo n e s  d e l iv e re d  th e  o p e n in g  a d d r e s s  b e fo re  th e  N . Y . 

S ta te  T e a c h e r ’s A s s o c ia t io n  a t  U tic a ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o  

d o u b t  th a t  o u r  c i t iz e n s  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  g la d  to  h e a r  a  le c ­

tu r e  fro m  h im  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  s y s te m  o f  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  

a s  n o w  e s ta b l is h e d  in  N e w  Y o rk .

The high quality of immigration that crossed 
the Mississippi into Iowa during the 1850 s was 
an important factor in laying the foundations for 
the future greatness of the Hawkeye State.

W illiam J. Petersen


