Hollywood to Mason City - 1962

A wave of enthusiasm swept through Mason
City when Warner Brothers announced plans
for holding the National Press Preview of their
new movie—The Music Man—in the Palace
Theater In River City on June 19, 1962. Almost
everyone was familiar with the typical Hollywood
extravaganza, but probably no one dreamed the
extent to which Warner Brothers had prepared
to go to see that The Music Man received good
press releases for movie lovers everywhere. What
made this news all the more electrifying was the
fact that national celebrities would be on hand to
I|z%art|c||o|ate In the 24th Annual North lowa Band

estiva

The list of notables who would be on hand In-
cluded Robert Preston (Mr. Music Man) of both
the Broadway production and the mowvie, and
Shirley Jones, beautiful and talented co-star of the
movie. Producer - Director Morton DaCosta
would also be on hand as would the famous Buf-
falo Bills quartet. Arthur Godfrey was flying in
to Mason City to serve as Master of Ceremonies.
To cap 1t all—Meredith and Rini Willson would
be at home to show their friends of stage and
screen just how wonderful a town “River City*
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actually was, and what grand people (albeit a
little stubborn perhaps) those lowans actually
were, once they got to meet them.

The general format of the North lowa Band
Festival naturally had to be changed to fit into
the Warner Brothers program. This time not only
the Mason City bands but all the lowa and Min-
nesota bands were to play hosts to bands that had
been invited from every state In the Union. That
competition would be keen was attested by the
fact that more than $13,000 in prizes—plus a na-
tional tour—were to be offered In the National
Music Man Marching Band Competition Festival.
Warner Brothers, Richards Music Company, and
the Greyhound Bus Lines were primary support-
ers of a spirited national contest.

Typical of the reactions of the celebrities who
represented the press are the keen observations of
Hazel Flynn, Hollywood Citizen-News motion
picture editor.

Over a thousand trombones Instead of just 76 split the
alr over Mason City today as this town threw a lolla-
palooza of a dual celebration . . . The first national com
petitive marching band festival and the world premiere
of Warner Brothers' film of Meredith Willson’s Broad-
way hit. The Music Man. They had a band festival for
years In this area but this Is the first time it took on na-
tional proportions and also became The Music Man com
petition tied up with Hollywood. . . .

lowa's governor, the honorable Norman Erbe and Sen-
ator Jack Miller rode in the parade and attended the pre-
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miere which was held in the Palace Theater and staged
with Hollywood eclat. Searchlights pierced the night sky
and glamorous stars and civic and political notables were
In attendance. . . .

The welcome was warm and appealing In Its sincerity.
The Chamber of Commerce, of which Jack MacNider Is
president, had been working on the organization of this
event along with Warner Brothers officials, for 14 months
and they did a noble job. The citizenry turned out In a
body to pay tribute to their erstwhile fellow-townsman
and his party as well as members of the press from all
over the United States and Canada who were covering
the event. They made us all have a royal time.

Everybody In town co-operated and the population
(30.000) was swelled to nearly three times Its size as
folks poured In from neighboring areas to share the fun.
General Hanford MacNider, Retired, one of Mason City's
and lowa's leading citizens and Mrs. MacNider, threw a
huge dinner party for the guests and celebrities at their
beautiful estate at Indianhead. And everyone else helped
with the food and comfort of the visitors from the ladies
who prepared the picnic lunch boxes to the teenagers who
drove the transportation cars for the officials and guests,
also the boy scouts who acted as bell hops and baggage
%mashers. Others took the band boys and girls into their

OMES . . .

It was wonderfully-planned co-operation from the com
munity as a whole. . . . The sort of thing that shows
what even smaller cities of this country can do when their
facilities for visitors are overtaxed.

Each of these bands was sent here by Its hometown
which had to raise from 35,000 to $7,000 for the purpose
with the help of their local theaters and chambers of com:
merce. Take $5,000 and multiply it by 30 and you'll
get an idea of the money Involved. Add this to the
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$40,000 (minimum) that the affair cost Mason City anc
the $100,000 which Warner Brothers put in the kitty, and
you Wil get some idea of what the national marching banc
festival competition and world premiere of The Music
Man cost.

But the cost In money Is secondary to what this celebra-
tion and premiere involved In human values. The northern
lowa-Minnesota area opened Its heart and gave even hard
boiled newspaper men and women a terrific thrill. For
who could watch young America marching proudly and
playing stirring music, and a whole town going out of Its
way to support them and offer hospitality without being
moved?

Did | say parade? Well, have you ever watched 121
bands march by? It went on for hours. . . . Big bands,
little bands, bands wearing every color of the rainbow. . ..
Playing every kind of a selection from “Stars and Stripes
Forever” to “When the Saints Go Marching In” . . . and
especially the score from The Music Man. . . .

They had pompon girls galore and strutting shako-
wearing leaders. Pretty girls were everywhere for also
In the parade were nearly 100 candidates for the title of
“Queen of North lowa,” supplemented by many floats and
displays of veterans' and like organizations.

After the parade everybody repaired to Roosevelt
Field for the actual marching competition and the judging
which went on until after sundown. Then came the pre-
miere itself at the Palace. . . .

In between all the above somewhere there was a picnic
lunch In the beautiful park with the Barber Shop Chorus
Society of Mason City entertaining, the crowning of Miss
North lowa and the presentation of band awards. Then
there was a big supper party after the premiere hosted
by Technicolor and Technirama which company IS es-
pecially proud of its work on the film
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Me? I'mtired but | can tip you off to the fact that the
audience went wild over the movie.

| doubt If Mason City or Willson will ever forget this
day. Nor will this writer, If only because she got to see
the corn growing again, sat under huge dark green shade
trees and on velvety lawns and smelled the wonderful
scent of the meadows and clover in the area where she
was born. . .. The great Middle West . . . and when this
disciplined and talented young America proudly paraded
with heads high playing beautiful music, much of it patri-
otic, something said to us “Don’t worry ... all is well with
our youth.”

The enthusiasm of Hazel Flynn, a veteran mo-
tion picture editor, was echoed by many others.
Meanwhile, lowans themselves burst forth with
adulation for Meredith Willson. The whole coun-
try, as a matter of fact, seemed to heave a sigh of
relief and exclaim, how fortunate we are that
a clean, wholesome musical could still be a Broad-
way hit and become an outstanding movie attrac-
tion.

What of the marching bands and those prizes?
First place, with over $10,000 in band instruments,
went to the Lockport Township High School
Band, an outstanding unit that had won many
state and regional contests In lllinois, and that had
been judged best at the New York World’s Fair
In 1940. The Lockport group performed so beau-
tifully that they were Invited back to be the fea-
tured band at the 25th North lowa Band Festival
In 1963,

Since several of the bands had traveled long
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distances, from points as remote as the Atlantic
and the Pacific, It Is worth noting the rank taken
for the next four prizes.

2. Bossier City, Louisiana, High School Band

3. Lebanon, Pennsylvania, High School Band

4. Plainview, Texas, High School Band

5. Montgomery, Alabama, Sidney Lanier High
School Band.

Mason Citians could relax follomng the de-
parture of the Hollywood stars from their midst.
Some wondered whether the North lowa Band
Festival would ever be the same, let alone the
town itself. True, there were dreams of a real

River City” to be erected In the west half of
Central Park, but such dreams are not always re-
alized. Time alone would tell whether the elixir

rovided by The Music Man would actually

ring this about. One thing was certain! Every-
one was looking forward to the next North lowa
Band Festival—which would be the 25th. And
there was no doubt In anyone’s mind that there
would be a 30th, a 40th, and a 50th. For music
IS an Important part of the very existence of
Mason City.

W illiam }. Petersen



