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by William H. Cumberland

M Short, the mayor of Sioux City, who re-
celved state and national attention by defend-
Ing the free speech rights of the Industrial
A orkers of the World, commonly known as the
Wobblies. He was subject to continual person-
al attacks In the Sioux City and regional press,

and wes forced, In June 1919, to submit to a
recall election.

Mayor Short came from the small town of
College Springs, near the lowa-Missouri bor-
der. His father, James Black Short, had been an
opponent of slavery, a supporter of Abraham
Lincoln, and a Civil War veteran. Born in 1866,
Wallace Short labored on the family farm until
he was twenty-one, attending a local academy
known as Amity College. In 1889, he left for
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Beloit College and four years later graduated as  him from First Church, while others seeking a

class valedictorian. Intent upon becoming a

minister, he pursued his studies at Yale Semin-
ary. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 189.
During his first pastorate in Evansville, \Wis-
consin, Short grew Interested In the social gos-
pel theology of Washington Gladden, and he
was also caught up In the progressive move-

—ollette. These Influences were to remain
paramount, sustaining Short's dedication to the
cause ol social justice and the problems of the
working-man and the farmer In particular. In

Kansas City, Missouri, he was the chaplain of

the local trades and labor assembly, and an
honorary member of the bartender's union.
After serving the Beacon Hill parish in Kansas

seven years, he accepted the pastorate
of Sionx City s First Congregational Church In
May 1910.

During this period, prohibition was gaining
widespread support and the Anti-Saloon
League developing into a powerful national
lobbying group. Short s disapproval of the
methods employed by the League and other
prohibitionists was evident by the time he left
nis Evansville pastorate in 1903 and quite pro-
nounced when he arrived In Sioux City. His
opposition to prohibition enforced by law even-
tually created astir in the Sioux City congrega-
tion. When, in May 1914, he refused to support
the prohibitionist drive In Sioux City and had
the audacity to sign the consent petition for a
saloon, Short aroused the opposition of the
local clergy as well as that of influential mem-
bers of his First Church congregation—and
soon lost his pastorate. Ultimately, he was
ousted from the Sioux City Ministerial Associa-
tion.

Il his enemies thought he would leave town,
they were mistaken, for in September 1914
Wallace \1. Short established Central Church
as an Independent congregation. Services were
held first in the Grand Theater and later in the
Plaza. Some of his loyal parishioners followed

ment led by Wisconsin politician Robert M. La

liberal message also found a home In the doc-
trinally free Central Church. About 300
gathered to hear his inaugural sermon on Sep-
tember 6, 1914. From the new pulpit, Short
expounded not only his views on the temper-
ance guestion but upon issues which he felt
contained the real substance of religious faith.
The church was able to survive financially;
meet all its obligations, and still pay the minis-
ter’s salary. Short optimistically wrote his
brother that he was suffering no economic loss
as a result of having lost his pastorate at First
Church.

The Independent organization of Central
Church allowed him to focus his concern on
social justice. On Christmas Eve 1914, he vis-
Ited the city’s relief agencies hoping to console
the poor. His itinerary took him to Socialist
Hall where he found 125 men "waiting for the
stew that was to be their dinner.” Aconversa-
tion with one of them—a member of the Indus-
trial Workers of the World—gave Short the
Impression that this man knew more than any-
one else In the city about what "hungry men are
getting to eat."

he Industrial Workers of the World,
T popularly known as the Wobblies, repre-

sented the radical left wing of the American
labor movement during the Progressive Era.
Organized In 1905 among western miners,
lumberjacks, and other laborers, the 1.W. W.’s
alleged Influence always exceeded Its actual
power. Nationwide, 1tS membership never
amounted to more than a hundred thousand
workers, but the fiery pronouncements of the
Wobblies leaders, such as William Big Blill
Haywood, inspired fear among the captains of
American industry. And no wonder: the WWob-
blies proposed the violent takeover of industry
bv workers’ unions. However, most \Wobblies
considered themselves Anarcho-Syndicalists,

not Bolshevists or communists.




In the fall of 1914, an Influx of I. W.W.
members into Sioux City created near-panic by
Increasing the already large number of unem-
ployed, coming in from the harvest fields of the
West hoping to find piecework and odd jobs
during the winter months. Because the
|.W.W. represented an extremist position
within the labor movement, thelir presence was
resented by union labor as well as by the busi-
ness community. Recent studies have shown
the non-violent nature of the \Wobblies, but
their vigorous anti-capitalist rhetoric and mi-
gratory habits convinced many communities
that they were a threat to law and order. In
spite of Sioux City’s welcome to the
organization—a ban on meetings and speech-
es, arrests and threats of jail or prison terms—
the town served as a temporary haven for the
|W.W. The local jail was soon filled with
Wobblies, who called attention to their plight
and the conditions of the jail by refusing to
break rock or eat and by burning their vermin-
Infested clothing.

Short, now the independent pastor of Cen-
tral Church, wrote an article about Sioux City's
experience with the LW.W. that was pub-
lished In the October 1915 issue of Survey
magazine, In which he advocated tolerance iIn
dealing with the I.W.W. intruders. He noted
that when Sioux City authorities stopped the
arrests and released the prisoners, the Wob-
blies soon filtered out of town.

Shorts fascination with the .W.W. per-
sisted, and on November 25, 1917, he invited
members of the organization to attend services
at Central (church, where the sermon topic was
to be “What Is and What Ought to Be.”
Anonymous threats against the theater where
services were held led to the cancellation of
church that Sunday. Undaunted by this, Short
Icissued the invitation the following week and
this time preached the sermon with a number
ol Wobblies present in the congregation. \War-
time tear of radicals was already much In evi-
dence, and Short remarked that he did not
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Wallace Short (courtesy Mrs. Robert Hunter)

suppose his sermon would “render vigilante
committees unnecessary, but If Christianity
and Democracy were really the ruling motives
In America, no one would ever dream of nam-
Ing fear as the ruler of our destiny when our day
of testing is at hand.” He hoped everyone now
knew that the minister of Central Church Will
go freely to any soul.

There was already discussion In labor circles
that Short would make a desirable candidate for
mayor. Encouraged by such overtures, Short
announced on January 3, 1918 that he would
enter the campaign. He assailed Sioux City s
“Invisible government and pledged an admin-
Istration of plain honesty. The Sioux City Jour-
nal predicted correctly that union men would
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endorse Short when their convention met the
following week.

abor’s endorsement of Wallace Short sent
tremors through the ranks of Sioux City’s

In office of a competent business administra-
tion.

The Sioux City Journal, the Tribune, and the
regional press attacked Short’s candidacy with-
out mercy. John Kelly, editor of the Tribune
and once a member of Short’s First Church

traditional governing elite. The labor platfoigongregation, was frenetic in his opposition,

pledged open government, a beautification
program beneficial to all, economy, honesty,
justice and the golden rule for every’ man,
woman, and child whether he be worth a dollar
or a million.” Short’s decision to enter munici-
pal politics was Influenced by progressives like
Sam Jones of Toledo and Tom Johnson of
Cleveland and by the social gospel message of
his 1dol, Washington Gladden. He was sup-
ported by a large working-class population.
Short’s opponents fought back with a Citi-
zen s Ticket which they claimed had the sup-
port of the business community and the “better
elements. Short, whose sermons had once
been printed by the daily press, now found
himself heading a political ticket labeled
“demogogues and adventurers parading as rep-
resentatives of the labor cause.” Short, said the
Journal, was neither laborer nor businessman.
He was merely an unsuccessful minister. In-
cumbent Mayor R.J. Andrews could not be-
lieve that the people of Sioux City would be
willing to turn city hall over to the Wobblies
and “American Bolshevists. Mayor Andrews
charged that when Short preached before the
|.W.W. on November 25, he delivered a dif-
ferent sermon than the one originally pre-
pared. Had Short given his original sermon,
the mayor claimed, he “would now be In the
custody of the United States government.” A
victory for Short would put a friend of the
|.W.W. “on the throne In Sioux City.” The
mayor felt the people of Sioux City knew the
true feelings of this impractical, dreaming
demagogue.” Andrews made every effort to
capitalize upon his opponent’s alleged sym-
pathies for the .W.W., his lack of political
experience, and the need for the continuation

declaring that the candidate’s sole labor affilia-
tion was with the bartenders’ union, and that
he openly sympathized with the I.W.W. Short
was contemptuously called the “archangel of
booze” who had the same principles as the
Kaiser. Short’s successor at the First Congrega-
tion Church, the Kev. Mr. C.E. Tower, pro-
claimed that Jesus Christ “contradicts the labor
candidate In principles, In ideals, and In pur-
pose.” Tower found his predecessor to be an
“Inexperienced and dangerous leader.” Most of
the clergy, however, simply urged their parish-
loners to vote. The vehemence of the opposi-
tion could not prevent a labor victory, and
Short along with three other members of the
labor ticket breezed through the primaries and
the final election in March 1918,

he tragic collapse of Sioux City’s Buff
I Building on June 29—esulting In the

death of forty people—exposed difficulties In

the new administration almost Immediately.
Short was charged with having appointed an
unqualified building inspector, E.J. O Connor,
In order to pay a political debt. () Connor, a
local labor leader, had been unable to satisfy
the full city council of his qualifications, but was
serving as Inspector until the issue could be
settled. In addition, the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety, W.R Hamilton, voted In on the
same ticket as Short, came under a cloud and
was removed from office for drunkenness, mal-
administration, and corruption In office. Al-
though Short had threatened to remove Hamil-
ton almost a month before the tragedy, Hamil-
ton’s antics tainted the mayor’s administration,
especially In the eyes of the Sioux CityJournal.




His counter-charges that the city’s fire-traps
benefited only their owners did little to
counter-balance the insinuations of his ene-
mies.

During the same period, the mayor went to
Chicago where he testified on behalf of more
than one hundred Wobblies charged with vio-
lation of the government’s Espionage Act. Re-
poits circulated back to Sioux City claiming
that Mayor Short described the Wobblies as
good citizens of the highest character.” The
cross examination of Short was conducted by
Claude R Porter, a Centerville Democrat,
who hoped to become governor of lowa.
Short s testimony concerned the free speech
light of the .W.W. In Sioux City during 1914-
1915. Mayor Short pointed out that Sioux City
had no ordinance against street speaking and
that the \\ obblies had not advocated violence

already under fire for misconduct,
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Downtown Sioux City In the 1910s (SIISI)

or “otherwise conducted themselves in a man-
ner not In accord with his sense of decency and
good citizenship. Short blamed the Chamber
of Commerce for the trouble with the . W.W.
In Sioux Citv because the chamber “used chi-
canery to oust the LW.W. from the hall they
had leased. Short testified that in spite of the
efforts of his political opponents to connect him
with the . W. W., he had won the mayoralty by
a large margin.

That the mayor had gone to Chicago to testify
on behalf of the Wobblies inspired a large out-
cry In Sioux City. The worst possible interpre-
tation was placed on this action by his political
enemies. The commissioner of public safety,
proclaimed
that Short’s testimony might bring an influx of
Wobblies into the city. If so, Hamilton an-
nounced he would be “out In the street with
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[his] hat and coat off and ready to fight.

The pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
characterized Short’s performance as another
Ilustration of the mayor s crooked thinking.
Ilhe Trades and Labor Assembly appeared
ready to change its views about the mayor, and
Councilman Henry Michelstetter, a long-time
labor leader and valued friend, was quick to
point out that union labor and the I.W.W. had
nothing In common.

Under these circumstances, a recall commit-
tee was organized in tin* fall of 1918. The com-
mittee made an effort to woo union labor away
from Its support of the mayor and to secure the
necessary number of signatures for a recall
election. Many of the newspapers In the sur-
rounding communities joined In the growing
chorus calling for repudiation of the controver-
sial mayor. The Manson Democrat believed It

Born in Pennsylvania in 1836,
Congregational minister Washington
Gladden was a leading exponent of the
“Social gospel/n hooks and sermons,
Gladden advocated the Christianization of
society through direct application of the
basic Christian teaching, Love thy
neighbor as thyself. He urged fellow
clergymen tojoin him in the quest for social
justice and In the active pursuit of
Improved economic security for America s
working men and women. Gladden wasn't a
socialist, but he did favor some types of
government ownership. He also championed
the Idea of cooperation between
businessmen and laborers, and believed
that workers had a right to organize

unions.

Pastor of the Hrst Congregation Church
of Columbus, Ohiofor nearly forty years,
Gladden frequently lectured to university
audiences and wrote dozens of books on a
variety of religious and social topics. He
died in Columbus In 1918. (photo courtesy
Mrs. Robert Hunter)

would be hard for Sioux City “to hold up her
head with such a fine speciman of Bolsheviki for
the head of municipal affairs.” The Odebolt
Chronicle called Short a sensationalist who
loved to play to the grandstand, and the Storm
Lake Pilot-Tribune thought Sioux City' was al-
ready reaping some of the Inevitable harvest

caused by electing such a man as mayor. How-
ever, the Carroll Herald felt Short was giving
Sioux City an honest and capable administra-
tion and that he had been fighting the “emis-
saries of evil throughout his career.”

hen Mayor Short returned from Chicago
on July 18, he moved quickly to stem the

rebellion against his administration, chargin

that he had been misjudged and misinterpret-
ed. In an address at Riverside Park, Short In-

Washington Gladden



sisted that he had never defended the I. W. W.
or their doctrines where they were subversive
of good order. Rather, he had struggled to
bring the organization into harmony with the
“Just practice and theory ofgood government.
He felt he had been elected mayor because the
people had believed him sincere in his profes-
sion of human brotherhood. He told his audi-
ence that “prejudice and bigotry are only aug-
mented when opposed by prejudice and
bigotry,” but they may be assuaged or eradli-
cated In the “presence of a fair and just spirit.
Those In prison for ajust cause “are still human
and have a right to be treated as humans. The
true patriot would keep before him the true
spirit of democracy which, the mayor pro-
claimed, “is nothing more than the true spirit of
brotherhood.”

The ultimate refusal of the Trades and Labor
Assembly to support the recall petition, the
effectiveness of the mayor’s defense, and the
Influenza outbreak which hit Sioux City In late
September weakened the recall effort. Al-
though there was an attempt to link the high
Incidence of flu and mortality In the city with
the alleged incompetence of the mayor, news-
paper accounts of the epidemic, Board of
Health reports, and insurance mortality figures
Indicate that Sioux City s mortality rate was no
greater than that of other urban areas In the
State.

Arenewal of the recall effort came In Agpril
1919, when Mayor Short once again got In-
volved with the I.W.W. Agricultural Workers
Union #4(X) announced that Its spring conven-
tion would be held in Sioux City during April.
Ihe coming of the I.W.W. convention created
a new wave af hysteria among many Sioux Cit-
lans, who were opposed to any event which was
likely to bring a large number of Wobblies into
the city. \\ hen use of the city auditorium was

denied them, the I. W. W. decided to hold their
public meetings on the street and use the

.LW.W. hall at Fourth and Jennings Street for
their convention.
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Disregarding the advice of labor unions,
city, county, and federal officials and busi-
nessmen, Mayor Short accepted an invitation
to address the convention, extended by James
Kelly, local secretary of the . W.W. The Sioux
City Journal protested that the “city does not
welcome this aggregation of tramps, criminals
and near criminals against which the United
States government Is waging a war of repres-
sion. ... Il possible, the mayor should be
stopped from bringing further disgrace and ig-
nominy upon the community. Should he per-
sist in sullying the city’s reputation, theJournal
advocated separation from his office “if that
course Is possible.”

County Sheriff W. H. Jones was appalled by
the mayor’s actions and annoyed that some
people In the community believed that he was
himself In accord with the mayor. Jones as-
serted that the I.W.W. supported devastation
of property, private sabotage, murder, and
lesser crimes. He added, however, that the
|.W.W. would be unable to run Sioux City
“even with the mayor s support.” The city
council and the labor unions were also shocked
by the mayor s decision to address the conven-
tion, but Short maintained that he was address-
Ing the I.W.W. just as he might address the
Knights of Pythias and he could not understand
why he was the object of so much criticism. His
critics pointed out that as mayor he spoke for
the city and could not separate himself from his
official position. The mayor’s determination to
appear before the convention gave his oppo-
nents the cause celebre they had been waiting
for.

ears later, Short recalled that on the day of
Ythe convention he walked to the hall ac-

companied by asingle policeman. It seemed to

him that he had not a friend in the world and
that the people of Sioux City were watching to
see “whether | would stand without faltering.

A business meeting was In progress In the
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The Speech the Daily Press Would Hot Prir

(Both papers had in their office the first half of the speech in manuscript, and had their reporters present to take
the second half which was spoken without manuscript, but was taken down by a stenographer.)

SPEECH OF WALLACE M. SHORT

Gentlemen: The next day after your secre-
tary suggested to me that I" would De welcome
here for a talk this morning, | dictated and had
written out a couple of pages which | hold in my

hand. | am going to read this, and then after 1
navg read it ['shall perhaps say a few words off-
and.

(HERE FOLLOWS WHAT WAS READ FROM
MANUSCRIPT.)

1 speak to you today simply as an American
citizen, and as 0ne who has always felt a keen and
syr?)rlnathetlc Interest In every” sort of human

roblem.

P Sioux City is the center of a great agricultural
region. . During the last three and one-half weeks
the United States employment agent at the City

Building has had requests for 692 farm hands,
and has actually placed 252 men in farm jobs. He
tells me that the demands from now on during

(Mayor of Sioux City, lowa.)
At the L W. W. Hall, April 21, 19ia

America Is a democracy in the making. It is
as yet a very' imperfect democracy. But it has
ore so much farther in the line”of democracy

an any other of the great nations of the earth,
that thé vast majority of the American people
believe we are doing forward by orderly and
constitutional methods toward a yet more perfect
democracy. _ _
| believe there are certain fundamental prin-
ciples_that are establish*J in the minds of the
American people, so firmhiestablished that order
and progress in America '‘are more secure than
anywhere else on the face of the earth.

" I'believe that the true American holds, that_the
highest achievement of true Americanism is a
happy home and family sutiborted by the products
of honest toil. | am’just an average American,
with a little plot of ground 6 by 9 rods where vege-
tables and flowers and trees grow and birds sing
and children lauah and nlav and where the house

FI1G H T

ADDRESS BY WALLACE M. SHORT

of righteousness. There are other men who need it.
In my department at the city hall there is the
ure food administration. Now | believe that if
here is any duty that organized society owes to its
members, it is to see to 1t that the man who would
reap unrighteous profit by adulterating and pois-
oning the food you and I"must eat, and that our
children must live upon, is restrained. = And yet |
know that when we catch a man poisoning the
food our families must eat. if he is a large adver-
tiser in the papers we cannot get a line in the
papers to advertise his crime. “And he does not
care much for a hundred dollara fine we levy upon
him.. But the little sinner is sure to get plénty of
publicity. _ _
| just mention these things to show you |
know these things. | might stand here for a day
and a night and tell things like that.
Well, what iIsa man todo? Am | to start down
the street and beat up somebody, and let the mat-

O N

at Labor M ass Meeting, April 28, 1919

_ The fight is on. It is going to be a good
fight. We are ready for it.

A year ago a certain coterie of men, who
have always In Sioux City been of the rule-or-
ruin sort, fought the candidates of the people
hv every method in their power, except that of
honest “discussion. Then they boasted they
would never allow the mayor ‘on _the winning
ticket to serve out his term of office. _

So they have watched for every opportunity
to kindle™ prejudice and passion”and_ division
among the supporters of the administration,
hoping at some moment before next election to
catch the people off their guard long enough
to pull off a recall. _ _

The greater part of the time during the

last year, these men have kept the rumors of

recal flylngofrom mouth to mouth and in the
press At both the Liberty Loans that have
occurred within the last. twelve months they

have had the superlative impudence to press up

to the doors of the polling places, on the days

consecrated by the federal government, excly-
';fe\{;%lﬂ to patriotic purposes,”and thrust thejr

petitions In people's fares as the sub-

%%t eSrs have entered and departed from the

But they have not yet had the courage to
_ petition.” We
now challenge them to the issue. All they have
to do is to Throw down the %auntlet by filing

itign. It must he

try out their strength in a recall

a legally sufficient recall pet
an honést netition. That is all we shall ask.

day my mail brings words of confidence from
men In every part of America, and reminders
that 1 must Stand firm for the sake of millions
who of themselves can do nothing unless men
here and there are willing to take the brunt of
the battle for fair play and a square deal. For
their sakes | must accept my part in the good
fight. And I know | am not alone. | know the
people are with me. And that fact warms a
man’s heart and nerves his arm.

that

Even the Tribune admits occasionally
1 have some education, but laments the Uses to
which | put it. _

| confess that | am a member of the Phi
Beta Kappa society. But this honor was not
Purchased with money. It Is bestowed only
or. scholarship of the first rank in college and
university, ~After finishing the high school
| spent ®ight consecutive Yyears in~study at
Beloit College and Yale University. The Scholar-
ship rank which | obtained was won while pay-
Ing my own way In coliege by the work of my
own hands and head. _

We are constantly toldthat college .and uni-
versity education is for the_sake of Citizenship.
If my colle%e and unlversn}/ training are of
any valye, what is that value? Is it merely that
| may disport m¥self comfortably in some exclu-
sive club or set? Most any man who wears a
Phi Beta Kappa key can do that if he chooses to.

Or is that training, with whatever value it
may hold, a possession that belongs not only &>
mvself but to mv fellow men. for the service of

really important processes, and the occasional
emergency surgery is comparatively an inci-
dental matter. _
~In other words, we must conduct our affairs
In such way as to create in the minds of the
vast part of our American public a sense of
social and political health and confidence. If we
do not, though we set the iron heel of prohibi-
tion upon the neck of radicalism, at the same
time that we are frantically seeking to stem
the rising power of revolution it will ‘grow big,
as It has done in every country where auto-
cratic selfishness has been the method pursued.
. Therefore, in dealing with, the I. W. W, in
Sioux City the Mayor made it perfectly clear
In every “utterance, public and private, that
violence or the threat of violence would not be
tolerated for a moment. . He said this to the
members of the I. W. W. in every possible way
both directly and mdwect{x/. IS speech t0
the members of the I. W. W. on April 21st is
printed complete from the written manuscript
and the steno%raphlc_report and may be had b
anyone for the asking. In that “speech the
Ma[yor told the members of the |. W, W. that a
cerfain revolutionary paper entitled. “The Rebel
Worker” could not be cirgulated in Sigux City.
Two days later some individual was found on
the street selling copies of it. That individual
IS I;gn over in the Sioux City jail.
ut al the same time that ‘members of the
. \V. W, were prohibited from circulating incen-
diary literature, and a government steénogra-

Handbills carried Mayor Short’s speeches to Sioux Citians unable to hear them in person (SHSI)



LW. W. hall when the mayor arrived and he
waited outside until called. The Journal re-
ported that no applause greeted his entrance
and that “no word was said as he walked the
length of the room and mounted the platform
with a manuscript in his hand.

Including government agents and reporters
there were fewer than sixty people who heard
the mayors speech. And there was nothing
Inflammatory In the speech. Though sympath-
etic and conciliatory, It contained stern warn-
Ings that violence would not he tolerated In
Sioux City. Short refused to permit the circula-
tion of an LW.W. pamphlet, The Rebel
Worker, which he considered incendiary, and
urged the delegates to rid themselves of the

Idea of violence,” and endeavor to rid the
public of the Idea that you are trying to take the
world by violence. Even so, while upholding
America as ademocracy, he acknowledged that
It was an imperfect democracy, and told the
delegates that If they were the only sinners In
soclety, | might possibly throw a stone at you
and nothing else. ”” Still disapproving, however,
the Des Moines Register reported that the
mayors address mildly reproached the 1.W. W.
for their “Bolshevistic principles” and then
launched Into a tirade against the enemies of
the LW.W.”

Ilhat Mayor Short had spoken before the
|.W.W. convention gave his opponents a po-
tent new basis for renewal of their recall effort.
One contemporary of Short’s in Sioux City re-
calls that (he higher-ups felt Short was a Red.
Charges of radicalism were to remain with him
the rest of his life. Many people in Sioux City
genuinely feared the I.W.W. and felt their
mayor had invited hordes of organized bums
Into the city. lhey did not feel that It was an
Issue Involving civil rights.

| he mayor’s appearance before the conven-
tion unleashed a new storm of journalistic rage.
1h*Marshalltoon Times-Republican referred
to the notoriety of the unfrocked preacher
<1t hoped that other communities might profit
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from Sioux City’s calamity. John Kelly, editor
of the Tribune and one of Short’s bitterest
enemies, was satisfied that labor would support
the recall, which It saw as a way to redeem the
city. The press as well as the leaders of the
business community would shun Sioux City and
locate elsewhere. It appeared to the Journal
that the actions of the mayor were harmful to
union labor which had “just reached the point
(where) 1t could stand shoulder to shoulder
with capital.” Somehow, the good name of the
city—its businesses, Its workers, Its people—
had been vilified by a mayor who, one critic
asserted, was the prime minister of the
|.W W .7

Mayor Short was mistaken if he believed his
appearance before the convention would en-
hance community tolerance of the organiza-
tion. Sheriff W.H. Jones ignored the mayor’s
wishes and, assisted by 150 deputy sheriffs,
raided Wobbly headquarters at Fourth and
Jennings, padlocked the door, and closed the
hall. Lesss than a score of Wobblies were pres-
ent and the raiders—armed In expectation—
encountered no trouble. United States Mar-
shall Milton Perrv Smith seized the records of
the convention and confiscated whatever liter-
ature was In the hall. Sheriff Jones maintained
that his actions were prompted by fear of mob
violence, and the I.W.W. leaders were told
that If their meeting was held, several hundred
vigilantes would storm the hall. Although the
.W.W. men boasted they would hold their
meetings In spite of the warnings, they soon
began to make their exodus from Sioux City.
Mayor Short acknowledged that his effort to
uphold what he considered the constitutional
rights of the dissidents had failed. He advised
|.W.W. leader James Kelly that there was
“nothing to be gained for Sioux City nor for any
person In Sioux City by aggravating the state of
public feeling that now exists. The mayor’s

conclusion appears to have been that the state

of public passion had reached such apoint that
the convention would not peacefully continue.
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Confrontation between the I.W.W. and Irate
local citizens was a possibility, but the rapid
departure of the .W.W. during the next few
days was further indication that the organiza-
tion did not seek to achieve Its revolutionary
goals by violent means.

Short was hardly upholding the cause of rev-
olution. 1le thought that the authorities shoulc
make It clear that ‘revolutionary violence anc
the threat of violence are un-American ano
undemocratic and will be suppressed promptly
wherever they show their head. lie acknow-
ledged, however, that the laws and principles
of democracy must be administered burly.
When an American Legion commander pro-
tested the mayor’s permissive attitude, Short
asked him whether he had taken an oath to
obey the constitution. When the commander
answered In the affirmative, Short asserted that
the constitution binds everyone “to protect
even small minorities in their rights of freedom
of speech and assembly. Short s position was
that Wobblies should have the same rights of
freedom of speech and assembly as others as
long as they obeyed the law. There must be
assurance “that there is one law for rich and
poor, wise and Ignorant—that what we send
James Kelly, secretary of the LW.W. to halil
for, John Kelly, editor of the Tribune, shall not
be allowed to do with impunity. .

S tice, and a courageous position at a time
when war-stirrec
suppression and sometimes brutal treatment of

dissenters. He knew that If the LW.W. was
treated In a rational manner it would pose no
threat to the tranquility of Sioux City—that
tolerance was the best safety valve the city
could have. The public hysteria that resulted
from the meetings of the Wobblies had been
fanned by the press and by opposition forces
hostile to the mayor’s liberal approach in mat-
ters of municipal government.

hort’s stand was a call for reason and jus-

Attacks quickly focused on the mayor. E.J.
Stason, who headed the city council’s planning
committee, organized arecall committee at the
West Hotel the day after the convention ad-
dress. C.F. Lytle and Andy Jackson, busi-
nessmen, John Kelly, editor of the Tribune,
and Carleton Toy, banker, also appear to have
been active In the recall movement. Sioux
City’s clergy supported the movement, and
one of the most vocal was Rev. Mr. Charles E.
Tower, Short’s successor at First Congrega-
tional Church. The pastor of the Russian Or-
thodox Church claimed that workers on the
East Side had been subjected to Bolshevik
propaganda and that many had quit their jobs
In anticipation of the revolution which they
believed would give them everything they
wanted. E.J. Stason accused Short of trying to
create aclass war and urged the city to unite to
drive out the Bolsheviks and the I.W.W.

Ironically, the text of the mayor s speech was
only sketchily reported and did not appear In
full detail until June 1919, when It was printed
and circulated by his supporters. The Journal
then printed the text of the speech on June 6.
Meanwhile, the mayor received numerous
threats, one menacing, stating that he ought to
be tarred and feathered, painted yellow, and
thrown In the Missourl River unless he left
town.

The recall committee sought the support of
labor leaders as well as that of business and
professional people. Every effort was made to
get union labor to repudiate the mayor. The

emotions demanded theayor’s enemies claimed that a bitter fight was

transpiring in labor circles over Short s radical
activities. E.J. Stason found that packinghouse
employees In the stockyards were falling in line
better than anticipated. Petitions for Short s
removal were presented to people during the
victory bond drive—so close to where the
bonds were being sold that the chairman of the
bond drive, though stating he favored the re-
call, felt it necessary to force the petitioners to
withdraw. By April 29, the recall committee




William Dudley Haywood s turbulent career as

a labor organizer took himfrom the silver
mines of Idaho to the nner sanctum of the
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born In Salt Lake City in 1869 and went to
work In the western mines at agefifteen. News
of Chicago's Haymarket riot of 1886 aroused
his interest In the labor question; a dozen
years later he had risen to the executive board
of the Western Federation of Miners. An
aggressive, outspoken advocate of industrial
unionism—as opposed to the more
conservative trade unionism of Samuel
Compers AFL—Haywood presided at the
organizing convention of the . W.W., held In
Chicago In 1905,

In many ways, Haywood personified the
Wobblies: rough-cast, dedicated to workers'
rights, and constantly harassed by government
agencies, he spent the years 1906-1921 in and
out of courtrooms. Convicted of sedition In
1918, Haywood and 94 other \Wobblies
recelved sentences of twenty years. Haywood
applied for a new trial, posted bond, and
upon his release quietly left the United States.
He arrived In Moscow to a warm reception
from the new Bolshevik government, whose
leaders welcomed him as afellow
revolutionary. For the next seven years,
Haywood worked on his memoirs and gave
occasional speeches. He died In Russia In

Kremlin. A strapping six-footer, Big Bill’ was 1928. (Culver Pictures)

Big Bill Haywood

claimed i1t had 4,437 signatures.

Mayor Short fought back on April 28 with a
stirring speech before the Sioux City’ Trades
and Labor Assembly Iin which he vigorously
defended himself and attacked ‘those little
coteries of men who are determined to rule
Iheir town or ruin it, determined to control for
selfish ends their country or destroy it. On
May Day, a meeting with delegates from 37
unions wWas held at the Trades and Labor As
sembly and the mayor received a unanimous
endorsement. Still the recall committee had
obtained sufficient signatures to force an elec-
lion. 1he mayor announced that he “welcomed
lhe fight.” He challenged E.J. Stason to meet

him In ajoint debate, asserting he had aright to
know the accusations and to meet his accusers
face to face.

The recall committee not only disdained fac-
Ing the mayor In debate, but had difficulty
finding an opponent to face him In the election.
Desiring the support of union labor they set-
tled upon arailroad engineer, HughT. Carney,
as their candidate. A committee was estab-
lished to help Carney conduct the campaign,
and the Journal described the engineer as “the
most popular man In Sioux City.” Carney wes
no match for the sharp, urbane mayor, who had
peen a champion debater during his college
days and who was far more used to public
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speaking than was his inarticulate opponent.
During the early days of the campaign it ap-
pears that Carney seldom gave public address-
es, preferring private meetings among small
groups of voters. Ten days before the election
Carney did begin to give public addresses,
though, In which he admitted his lack of elo-
quence. But then, said Carney, oratory ‘Was
often used for purposes of deception.”

Short summed up his convictions on May 20,
when he addressed the state convention of the
lowa Federation of Labor at the Sioux City
auditorium. The mayor told his audience that
the nation scapitalists were “working night and
day to incite the spirit of hysteria and mob
violence.” He denounced the tactics of Mayor
Ole Hanson of Seattle, who had made himselfa
national hero by demanding the suppression of
the . W.W. Selfish Interests, Short asserted,
would have us believe that “revolution lurks on
every street corner. There was not enough
revolutionary spirit in Sioux City, Short told
the convention, to “create even a respectable
symptom of danger.” The real danger came
from the selfish Interests which had played
upon the 1magination and kindled the fears of
men and women through false reports and
lying journalism. True patriotism, Short said,
was found In the honest men and women who

Note on Sources

Materials used in preparation of this article include Philip
Taft, “Mayor Short and the I.W.W. Agricultural Work-
ers "Labor History (Spring 1966), 173; Avery L. Carlson,
The Recall of Sioux City lowa, National Municipal Re-
vietvy, November, 1920, 669; and Wallace Short’s own
How One Town Learned a Lesson in Free Speech,”
Survey, October 30, 1915. 107. Issues of the Sioux City
Journal and Des Moines Register wore examined as were
Mrs. Wallace Short’sJust One American (privately pub-
lished, 1943) and Harrison George’s Mass Violence In
America, The I.W.W. Trial (New York: Arno Press,
1969). Also helpful were resources at the Sioux City Pub-
lic Library; material loaned to the author by Mrs. Robert
Hunter, daughter of Wallace Short; and copies of Short s
speeches. Oral interviews and correspondence with
Ralph Sturgeon, Tom McHale, and Dr. E. H. Sibley pro-
vided further information about Short.
An annotated version of this article ison fileat the State
Historical Society of lowa.

respected the rights of others.”

During the heated recall campaign the
mayor was castigated for signing the saloon
consent petition while pastor of the First Con-
gregation Church, for an alleged lack of true
Americanism, and for his defense of the
l. W. W. both in Chicago and in Sioux City. The
Journal felt that Wallace Short had given Sioux
City the national reputation of an .W.W.
town. The real Issue of the campaign was that
Short had made It appear that the . W.W. was
welcome In Sioux City. What he said at the
convention—and the Journal acknowledged
that he had said nothing particularly offen-
slive—was not Important. The point was that
the mayor of the city had addressed the
|.W.W. Indeed, the Journal Insisted, under
such circumstances the Sermon on the Mount
would have been as objectionable to the people
of Sioux City. Now the people of Sioux City had
the opportunity to decide “if they want to be
further misrepresented In the mayor s office by
Mr. Short.

S

tation of the campaign as a battle of the few
against the common people carried the day.
Labor was solidly behind the mayor and he
outdistanced Carney In the voting 5,709 to
3,747. Carnev was able to carrv only four of
fifteen voting precincts; his weakness as a can-
didate contributed to the mayors margin of
victory. Smarting from his defeat, Carney said
the real Issues of the campaign, patriotism and
the American form of government, were lost
admidst the personal abuse heaped upon cer-
tain individuals. | gave Sioux City the oppor-
tunity It seemed to want,” Carney said, and it
failed to take advantage of It.” Ajournai edito-
rial said the 1ssue had been clear and unequivo-
cal, and there could be no dodging the conse-
quences. The election showed that a “majority

hort’s victory on election day was a shock
and disappointment to his enemies. The

mayor’s attack on his opposition and his presen-



of the people are In favor ofthe municipal regime
that has brought upon the city the stigma of
sympathy for the 1.W.W.” Meanwnhile, Mayor
Short thanked his supporters and informed Sioux

ty #tlIK . no wounds to nurse and no
revenge to wreak.

lhe cause of the antagonism toward Mayor
Short went beyond his speech before the
|.W.W. convention. Some Irritations un-
doubtedly lingered from his opposition to pro-
hibition while at First Church, an issue still
alive since the passage of the Eighteenth
Amendment In 1919. In addition, a social gos-
pel minister without business training seemed
unlikely to provide the hard-headed business
administration which merchants and profes-
sionals In Sioux City desired. A reformist
golden rule ticket was not universally popu-
lar In what some felt to have been awide-open
town. Afaction In Sioux City also opposed the
commission form of government which Short
favored. As the labor candidate, Short had
been able to provide his followers with effec-
tive leadership and wide appeal, but to Sioux
City s business and professional classes In a
turbulent and unsettled period, he repre-
sented the unknown. Support of union Influ-
ence and the championing of labor sbargaining
lights still seemed radical. Mayor Short ap-
pointed representatives of labor and other
groups to the city s industrial planningcommit-
tee, which he felt had been dominated by spe-
cial Interests, and many middle and upper
middle class Sioux ( Titians felt such tactics were
disruptive and contributed to class divisions.

\\ hile the cries of radicals were shrill, most
people realized that Short was more of an
Idealist who sought to extend soclal justice than
a radical who wanted to change the form of
American soclety. Sioux City had a large labor
population, and was an ethnically diverse city
0 Scandinavian, German, and Irish elements
Nith a small but visible black community. In
1915 the foreign-born population consisted of
12,536 of the city's 62,000 Iinhabitants. Eigh-
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Wallace Short with his wife and family, including
sons Burton andJohn and daughter Emily (courtesy
Mrs. Robert Hunter)

teen thousand more were of foreign or mixed
parentage. To these people Mayor Short made
a difference, and they carried him to victory In
four elections between 1918 and 1924. It IS
Interesting to note that the mayor’s opponents,
who resorted to strident cries of un-
Americanism, who charged the mayor with be-
traying union labor, and who sought to split
labor ranks with aunion labor candidate of their
own, were unable to dent the ranks ofthe labor
movement In Sioux City. A majority of Sioux
Citians could tolerate the I.W.W. without re-
sorting to the extreme measures of com-
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Inimities on the West Coast. Union laborers in
Sioux City were hostile to the 1.W.W. and ques-
tioned Short s tolerant attitude, especially his
willingness to address the Wobbly convention,
but they recognized that he was trying to change
the I.W.W.—not the structure of American

soclety—and that as a champion of the rights of

labor, he was thelr best hope for political leader-
ship In the community.

llace Short was a combative man and his
SIX years as mayor of Sioux City were tur-

being proud of his years as mayor, and re-
garded his labor administration as the most
constructive In the city’s historv.

His career did not end with the completion
of his third term In 1924 and his subsequent
defeat In an attempt to win the Republican
nomination for Congress later that year. He
campaigned on behalf of Robert La Follette’s
presidential bid in 1924, tried unsuccessfully to
regain the mayoralty in 1926, served aterm in
the lowa legislature of 1930-32, was closely
assoclated with Milo Renos Farm Holiday
movement during the 1930s, was one of the

bulent ones. It was aperiod of nationwide ladounders of lowa’s small Farmer-Labor Partv,

unrest, from which Sioux City was not
exempt—a packinghouse strike in 1921 would
pose a new challenge to Mayor Short s leader-
ship. When the ku Klux Klan emerged In
Sioux City politics (as it did in other lowa com:-
munities), Short opposed the secrecy and the
bigotry of that organization. 1lis administration
endeavored to combat unemployment, pro-
mote public works, and encourage civic Im-
provement. Afterward, Short never ceased

and edited a labor paper—The Unionist and
Public Forum—which he founded in 1927.
Still, no aspect of Short’s career overshadows
his championing the rights of free speech and
assembly for a small group of radicals whom the
mob passions of the day would have circum-
scribed. His counsel of moderation and reason
and his willingness to defend the civil rights of a
hated minority stand In stark contrast to those
of many of his contemporaries. [
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