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Art Indian Ceremony

[Colonel George Davenport was murdered by a band of robbers on
July 4, 1845. The following account of a ceremony by the Indians
who had known him as a trader and friend for nearly thirty years
appeared in the Davenport Gazette for July 31, 1845, and presumably
was Tvritten by the editor, Alfred Sanders— The Editor]
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Indeira% over the _renn%ns of .peDaverport, wWho
Wes murdered at his residence on Rock Island onthe
4th inst.  Upon proceeding to the beautiful spot
selected as his last resting place, in the rear of his
mansion an Rock Island, We found the War Chief
ad bra\mﬂgfﬂebarglft%f F&x Indé%llw_s,_then %g
camped in the vicini Is place, reclining an
grass around his rtgve at the head Ofv\rk?dqv\es
planted a white post sare seven or eight feet

In height.

ﬂegger began by two of the braves rising
and walking to the post, (pon which with _?alnt they
began to Insarile certain characters, while a third
brave amed with an eblenetic war duo, after
drinking to the health of the deceased from a ap
placed at the bese of the post, walked three tines
around the grave, In an Qoposite direction to the
course of the sn, at each revolution celivering a
Speech with sundry gestures and enrphatic notions
in the direction of the north-east. \When he had
oeased he passed the club to another brave who went
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through the same cerermony passing but once around
theOgL;%ve, andsoin&m%flssvw each ore of the
braves.  This ceremony, doubatless, would &
ommic to ane unacguainted with the habits or
: of the Indians, but after a full interpreta-
tion of their proceedings they would ke found In
character with this traditionary people. _
~In walking around the grave in a contrary direc-
tion to the course of the stn, they wished to covey
the idea that the cerenony wes an orginal oe. In
their speedhes they infonred the Great Spirit that
M. Davenport wes their friend and they wished the
Great Spirit to the door to himand to take
charge of him enemies whom they had slain
they called upon to act in capacity of waiters to M.
Davenport in the spirit land. believing that
they have unlimited power over the spirits of those
whomthey have slain in battle.  Their gestures to-
wards the north-east were mece In allusion to their
reat enemies, the Siaux, Who live in that direction
recounted their deeds of bettle, with the num
ber that they hed slain and taken prisoners.  Upon
the post were painted In hieroglyphics, the nuoer
of the eremy that they had slain, those taken prison
ers, together with the tribe and station of the brave.
For instance, the feats of WWeLrco-shawvslie, the
Chief, were thus portrayed.  Ten headless. figures
were painted, which signified that he had killed ten
men  Four others were then added, ae of them
smaller than the others, signifying that he had taken
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four prisoners, are of whomwes achild  Aline wes
th%n run fromare fi te ;IOI mermnan_ In
a plure, signi a _ acconpli
a chief, gA ng\/\es then painted over the plune,
ch plainly told that the chief was of the Fox tribe
of Indiars. characters are 0 expressive that
If an Indian of any tribe wWhatsoever were to se
he would at nee understand them
loning the sign of PaHaucoto, who thus
oved hinself awarrier of high degree, were placed
wenty headless figures, being the number of the
S'%’(ietmremyhat b rmo? peinting the folloned
| WS
by a feast, eparedl%lr thre]goocasig%Stv\him by them
Wigs certainly deerred the nost agreeable part of the
proceedings.  Meets, \egetables and pies were
senved Up In such profusion that meny amrsfull of
the fragments were carried offF— being a of
the cereony, which is ;elrlglwsly olsened, that all
the victuals. left upon such an occasion are to ke
taken to their hoes. At a dog feast, which are fre-
quently given by therrselves and to which white ren
are occesionally invited, the guest is either dliged
to eat all that™is placed before im or hire sove
other person to do 0, el it Is comsidered a great
reach of |taI|t%/. _ _
With the feast ferminated the exeraises of the
aftemoon, which were nat only interesting  bout
highly Instructive to those Who Witnessed them



