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A Race Riot on the Mississippi

It ves early In the moming of the 23th of July,
ot V\%ﬂe I\brtr#m Ltlfrg\?\tharf eraIDaverport
anay from
and With m%/ny and snorts from the renon:
strating engire, to pusn her northward
against the current.  The shouting of orders, the
creaking of the boat’s mechinery, and the bumping
of the %oxes and barrels of freight as they were
moved about Were in marked contrast to the Quiet of
the ”Vaerrld S#Epplrlg |r1t(|en‘nnabl(;j/0tt oewd Ithser V\%dtct) htehe
peaceful shores e re
\?\(Aﬁtﬁ}arm NOUSES. _
In her cabins an the upper deck the vessel carried
about ane hundred rs, and on the deck e
IQN\A}rS?re the freignt wes piled hl%ersr%r ueAéoe 'atﬁ
many steerage or 0eck passengers, ared Wi
Soe mﬁm bound northwerd, the discontforts
of the open ceck  These nen, rou?h in dress and
fluent in profanity, incdluded many Turbemen
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Ve T CELITAG .15 heruest Pakb el et
Were nowreturning to |
of the norrgﬁ The steamer wes mn%
by n John B Rhodes who had under him a
arew comsisting of a few white officers and about
thirty deck hands, most of whom were colored
Alittle after e_|§|1ht o'dadk; just as the cabin pas-
sengers were finishing breakl‘Jast, the second derk
Theodore Jones by naire, went to the loner deck to
collet fares and examire tickets.  This was no easy
task for the space wes crowded; and the officer sta-
tioned a negro deck hand remed Vbses Dawis at the
stainvay wWith orders to permit no are to asced
while the fares were being collected
Apparently this wes a mistake in judgment anthe
part of the clerk, for the raftsmen, acoustoned to
submit to harsh and even brutal treatment from
their white bosses, had only contenpt for a colored
man It wes notnlg;E ore an Irish lunermen
known as *“pock-marked” or “Mike” Lynch, Who
had been drinking and wes In a quarrelsome noad,
attermpted to the guard—yprobably to secure
more liguor at the bar aoove.  An altercation fol-
loned which wes interrupted termporarily %the
mete, John P. Sieet.  Lynch witharew but” gathered
about him sae twenty-five of his associates and be-
to threaten the negro. It was suggested that
ynch and Dams fight 1t out and a ring Was formed,
but the Inshman refused to figt a_negro on these
ters and instead led a rush at Dawuis.
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This wes the i for pancenonium  Other
raftsmen joined in the assault Whichwes extenced to
all the colared enl on the boet. By this tine
the steamer had nn Hagy’s Landing at Hamp
ton, Illinois, and sare of the rioters, running to the
shore, amred thenselves with pleces of ooal, rodks,
ks coroe et et e by Lo, e

s men ,
a search for the colored dedk hands Who meck fran-
tic efforts to find places of concealment.  Sone six-
teen of them esCaped to the shore folloned by
scattering revolver snots and missiles of various
kinds. COihers were not so fortunate.  In the ndl
Davis escaped from the nob and secreted hinrsel
under a lifeboat on the hurricane dedk  Two other
colored hands, beaten and cut by their assailants,
hurried to the stern and in despair legped into the
river, where they sank inmrediately leaving the water
colored with their blood _

Athird victim likewise cut and beaten until partly
unconscious, Wes then seized by half a cozen nen
and thrown into the river where he, too, disappeared.
A fellow sufferer, pursued by the blood crazed nob
and frantic with fear jumped fromthe ceck  For a
while he struggled inthe current but chunks of ooal
and sticks of wood fell thick and fast about himand
he wes soon engulfed by the stream, while the rioters
shouted In exultation.

Alter these four murders, the nob mece a hunt
for more “niggers”, searching the main cedk; the
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uards of the cabins, and the hurricane ceck At
ast Lynch spied Davis and with an cath pointed
out his hiding place to the other rioters.  The negro
sprang up knife in hand, and ran toward the stairs

slashing ore of his pursuers as he went but not In-
flicting a fatal wound  He too wes forced to junp
Into the nver.  Two men in a skiff started out to
rescLe him but before they could reach him he hed
een hit by one of the missiles which were being
hurled at him and wes dronvned.  Sorre later
his body wes found In the river at Ine and
given burial.

While this scene of bloodshed wes being

on the loner ced% of the cabin ngers
\Aatded the riot rail of the c%ise
among them rlugv\man need Jane Tea-
garden V\m Wrs ater wrote a reminiscence
h her were sore children and
a nurrber of other womenFortunately for the
colored men, however, many of the cabin passengers
were still in their stateroos. Qe of the negroes
covered with blood from a cut in his throat, ran into
the cabin occupied by Rev. and Ms, D C
exclaiming “Save e, do save e, Missis!”  He was
kept theré and s Viounds barlgaged while rioters
rushed back and forth in the corridor outside hunt-
Ing for more victins, Qre fugitive was hidden by
a \Woman passenger In her stateroom and his pur-
suers were given to understand that he had Jurrped

Into the nver. Several of the colored men were
secreted by the dfficars in their cabirs.
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This wes aolparentfy al tre officars of the
DJbuque could do, for nore of them strange
say, Wwere amred.  In twenty minutes there\/\asmt
aooloreddeckhandtobeseenag%/\here Inthe
miast of the nat, the vessel had |
Vi8S now continding her course up the rlver the
ricters threatening to bum the boat if the captain
mece a stop for assistance. It , honew,
that no attenpt was mack to pri the passengers
from going ashore and these were reguested by the
officars of the boet to telegraph to Rock Island for
aid  Sone of the raftsman even volunteered to act
asceckhandsandttestearrerresmedasenblam
of order, though the rioters kept a lookout for any
ofttecoloredrrmleftmtte\essel
At Camandre, the ringleadker, L) and a mn
remmed Butler who hed slightly wounded by
Davis in his unsucoessful dash went on shore and
failed to retum-  They %just intime. Atel-
ram had reached "the Iff of Rodk Island
ounty and in a short_tine Deputy Sheriff Payne
with a posse af about sixty nmen started to intercept
the boat at linton reaching there between three and
four odadk Iin the aftemoon, about fifteen minutes
ahead of the “Dubugue”. Here the stearrer pulled
Into the share and threw aut a gang plank, for the
arrival of the officers wes errmn 0 the rioters.
As the boat docked a numoer of the raftsmen started
to follow Lynch’s e and leave the vessel but
they were et by the Seriff backed by a
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dozen armmed men and conpeelled to return to the
boat. The bluster and defiance of authority which
hed been groning weaker now disappeared entirely
and it wes without nuch difficulty that twenty of the
men, pointed out by the boat’s dificars as inflicated
In the rict, were put In Iroms. _

Captain Rhodes decided to land the prisoners at
Rock Island, and the * Dubugue”, upon which there
wes now the hush of tragedy and the order inposed
by amed representatives of the govemiment, wes
tumed southwerd late In the aftermoon, str%olrg
only to pick up sare of the deck hands who had i
from the boat at the beginning of the attack

As the steamer drew up to the landing at Rock
Island cronds of curious e were kept back by
ropes which had been stretched about a part of the
levee. The colored deck hands who had escaped the
fury of the mob were formed in two lines insice this
spece while the posse stood guard with drann revol-
vers.  Then the chief rioters in Irons were marched
off the boat and the remaining deck passengers were
ordered to pass betvween the rons of negroes to ke
icentified.  Over forty white men were taken to jail
to aweit a preliminary hearing and the crond dis-
persed.  The colored Witnesses were given loagings
In the Court House. M. Jones, the clerk
order had precipitated the riot, and M. Snedt, the
mete, remained to give evidence and at half-
nine that night the baet again started northward.

The folloning Friday moming the preliminary
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hearing was begun at Rock Island before Police
Justice E. C Qropper.  The prisoners were brought
In manecled In pairs and guarded by the
Sheriff and fifteen assistants.  The sunvivors ot the
colored crewy twenty-four in number, were seated
Insice the bar, fronting the prisoners. A local nens
paper gives the following description of the scere:
“The negroes were then called up, are by ae, and
asked to take a careful survey of the prisoners.
folloned instructions to the letter. oojects
of their searching gaze were about s uneasy a set
of mortals as ever oooupled the prisoner’™s o In
Rock Island.  As the negro would point to a rioter
and SEJ]ot him the fellow’s breath would ke ineded
3/ a |d<r_&ssf|n his throat, and his face gave signs
essive fear.

_Aogg result of this hearing ten men were held for
trial and the rest were freed.” Anong those held wes
Timothy or “Ted” Butler also knoan as Wlliam
Jones, who had left the *“ Dubugue” In 'WIth
H"m Butler had been captured by the Sheriff of

inton County and tumed over to the authorities at
Rock Island. ~“The prisoners were indicted for the
murcer of are of 0 ok hands knoan as
William Armrstead or WlTiam Amvstrong, but their
trial wes from tine to time and the wit-
nesses alloned to leave antheir oAn recognizance.

_This gave rise to the suspicion that the authorities
did nat intend to pr e the white nen for the
murder of negraes. ““ The long and short of the bus-
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Iness is that the case is virtually approaching an in-
lorious fizzle”, wes the commrent of the Rock Island
ep N B e i

e rivate individuals,

the whole affair hes “ended IC!)ike a shepherds tale’.

Justice has beencheated of itsprey. . . . Itis

to be hoped that Lynch will not be caught, and an+

other 3500 saodled on the county.”

To this the Davenport Democrat replied:  ““ Such
surely cannat be the case. WWhen a reckless crond
of rioters will nurder negroes, drive them into the
rver, cut and shoot them down for no other offerse
than oolor, whether drunk or saber, they should ke
mecke to suffer the full penalty of tre lav . . .
These men are the terror of river travel, and now
let them leamn well the lesson of ooedience to law
and of Ing the rights of others.” _

The fact that the crine wes caused by race preju-
dice aggravated by drinking gave the traw
political significance In the opinion of a Ine
editor who published the following comment:

WmsKY and Prejudice — These were the incentives
to the late terrible affair on the steamer Dubuque, Whereby
five human lives were sacrificed and the persons and prop-
erty of hundreds of men, wormen and children placed in
imminent peril by an infuriated nob. . . . For the
first of these incentives, whisky, the steamboat company is
resporsible, at least to the extent to which it permits

intoxicating beverages to be dealt out from the bars of
its steamers to reckless and irresponsible men. . . .
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For the second incentive, prejudice, the leaders of the Dem
ocratic party are mainly responsible.  They have per-
sistently taught their followers to hate the negro and look
upon him as one having “no rights which a white man is
bound to respect.”

After sone delay, honever, arr nts were
neck for the trial of the rioters; but the defendants,
evidently fearing the sentiment in the community
familiar with the story of their crine, asked for a
change of vene.  This wes granted and the case was
transterred to the Circuit Court of Henry County,
lllinois. Here nire of the men were put on trial at
the June term of court in 180 As a result of this
trial two of the defendants were acquitted and seven
were found quilty of manslaughter, receiving sen
tences of from ore to three years in the penitertiary’?
The case against Tinothy Butler for sore reason
ves postponed and firelly dropped L
In the meantime Mdeelw _the chief insti-
gator of the arine, remeined at liberty for sone
months. At the request of the Northem Line Packet
Corpany a reward of $800wes offered for his arrest
out rﬁmr%i apparently dlsa\ppelared conpletel .Cll—b
WS ehended in a lumber at Clar-
oy ofes i e s v n 5
mill. asto IS capture differ.
Qre story Is that he wes indentified by a formrer
associate, Who, knowing that Lynch wes aware that
he had another wife still living, feared that the Irish
lumermman would meke known this fact and desired




THE PALIMPSEST

378

to get Lynch out of the way. Another acoourt is
tha(t]elt_y%rwmv\es icbrtiﬁed\?WHya travelling a(%ent Who
had leen on the ““Dubugue” during the riok.

The identity of the person who received the $500
reward Is not, honever, an essential point In the
story. Lynch wes arrested and two officers went to
Clarendon and returned bringing with them the for-
mer rioter.  The trip Wes rmden%y ocet, the steaer
“Minneapolis” bringing the trio from &. Louis to
Rock Island. At various stopping places curious
and sometimes hostile cronds tried to get a glinse
of the pock-marked face of the prisoner, but L
wes kept in a stateroom in irons and the wouldHoe
Spectators were disappointed. _

Lynch wes put antrial for the crime of murder in
the Circurt Court of Rock Island Courtty in Septemt
ber, 18/0 and after a trial lasting six days wes foun
g%]%g manslaughter and sentenced to ten years in

e Penitentiarv at Joliet. _

And while these men senved out thelr sentences,
the stearmer ““ Dubuque’” plied up and doan the Mis
sissipol.  The riot, unusual only because of the num
ber of the victins, wes almost forgotten, exoept when
in the evenings the colored deck hends pertans re-
lated to newoomers themthe story of the five
men of their race who lost their lives that July
moming, or the white officars pointed out to favored
ﬁﬁergers the places an the boat from which the

ed negroes junyped into the river which on that
oocasion served as the executioner for the o,

Ruth A Gallaher




