Augustus Caesar Dodge

The Interesting article on Governor Kirkwood In
the Year Booh of the Old Settlers’ Association of
Johnson County for 1921, and Mr. Lathrop’s book
on the Life and Times of Samuel J. Kirkwood, In
which Augustus Caesar is called an aristocrat
V\nthno for the life and interests of the

moﬂat make |t tiely to restate the
facts about estinebl Israel . a
soldier of the Revolutlon eft Kent in 178 or

1789 and crossed the Mississippi into the Spanish
province of the Upﬁgr LOU|S|ana, settling near Ste.
e i e e f M, A e
{ Isiana from eon e
\%ljtmd at . Louis |n 18X the unfurling of the
Aerican flag as a S|%[ of our sowvereignty over
the new domain. At Ste. Gerevieve, his grandson
AL?&L%LB C Dodge, son of Henry , \\&s bom
In The boy hed brief and"insufficient school
, a fewnonths ina log school house with winoons
ailed paper, usmg pencils macke of leaden bullets
ol el kit Qv \en %
| em Wi
% d the fa%?y moved to iscon
sin travelllng on the steaboet ““ Indiana” as far
as the Rapick of the River Des Mbines and the bal-
ance of the way an a keel boet pulled by sore forty
carsiren in small boats.  Landing near what is now
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called Gallerg, the settlers were found In a panic
from hostlle acts of the WIinnebego Indians.  Henry
Dodce wes requested to take command and organ:
Bt Sﬁéﬁet? R e Copery O Cptan
ol Is force, In n
éjl—hmlton S of Alearder Lomilion
After the Indians were subdled Henry Dodge
settled in lowna County, Visconsin, where father and
son worked in the led mines.  From there the son
moved to BJrllngton long, iN188  The father be-
cme Govtamr s%:rorslntmT_ltp S({] V\esOfeIIected
e to ress from erritory of lona,
Cl% 1846, and becare are of lowa’s
flrst |ted States Senators being the first member
of that mé/er\gnv\es bom West of the Mississippi.
Hom the e he went as our Minister to Spain.
His erect carriage and nuch of his personal manner
Were c.m adEo assouatlon vuth the Indians, "forartg
krew Black Hank, MBhaska, Keokuk, WWepello
Poneshiek, the great Sac and Fox leaders. Bom a
frontiersman, such he remained with not a trace of
aristocracy about him  He wes a Demoorat in pol-
Itics and in his les, the favorite of the lona
ONeers. In the e he urged the Homestead
ill, to public domain o the settlers, and
ook | |p mthermasur&s that lad the foun:
dations_of the State.
Qre incident In his senatorial career conpletely
discloses his statesmanship and his phllosophv of
life. The Southem Senators had provoked a deoate
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In which they ﬁd the Norther menters.

their sice the e wes closed by Brown of Mis-

sissippi in a speech full of contenpt and ridicule for

the Northern people.  He said that no gentlerren

would do himself or athers the personal service and

ggml labor for which the negro wes fitted by
Ure.

Then Senator took the floor in rﬁ_oly. The
Philadelphia Press Ied the scere.  His father,
Henry , \\6S present as the Senator from s
comsin. The Press said:

His straight Indian figure, strong features and defiant air
gave effect to his tones which rang out like a trumpet call.
He said: “I have never permitted myself to believe that
there can ever be civil war between the North and South.
But today | have heard with mingled astonishment and
regret in the speech of the Senator from Mississippi such
views of life and its duties that | differ from him as widely
as the poles are asunder. If his views are those of his sec-
tion, civil war is possible. 1 say on the floor of this Senate,
in the presence of my father, the Senator from Visconsin,
who will attest its truth, that | have performed and do per-
form all these services denounced as menial. | saw my own
wood, | have worked in the mines, and driven teanms of
horses, axen and mules, and consider myself as respectable
as any senator on this floor. *”’

_ edsent asetI\/Inistgfr t}% In, rﬁ: imTediataerl%j/
ired conplete use Ish languacke,
acqj later told e that he found his command of
ndian dialects useful in his study of the newtongLe.
But while albsent from the Staté lowa had changed
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In its politics and population.  The |oneers V\ho
fellonshi himwere ina m Ig/
nener settlers krewhimnat,  Now Kirkwood V\BS
not a frontiersman nor a pioneer.  Bom in Mary-
land, he wes reared in Wéshington Gity.  He noved
to an dld settled community in Marshield, Chio, and
thence to lowa, where he settled at the dose of our
pioneer period.
| knew Dode intimetely from nmy childhood and
Kirkwood as wll later on'in iy life, and they were
bath my friends. The actors |n that time Ior%)/
im

oy sholild nat ke judged
ng into thls the splrlt the Prejudlc&s and
%y the partisan poalitics of the past.

Jno. P. Ilrish



