Comment by the Editor

WHAT 18 A PIONEER?

The sketch of Augustus Caesar Dodge by M.
Irish, which Is printed In this nunoer, raises soe
Interesting questions.  Just who is entitled to be
called a pioneer?  And when did the pioneer period
end in lona? The answers are not eassy, for the
terns are relative.  According to the dldlona_l?/ a
pioneer is “one Who goes before, as into a Wi _der-
ness, preparing the way for others”. Taken liter-
ally, then, only the very Tirst arrivals ina geographic
location could ke classed as pioneers; but sudh re-
strictions never have been adhered to.  Rather have
e of men and wonen as pioneers Who lived
In we call pioneer condlitions —which involves
further cefinition.  Log cabins and linsey-woolsey
clathes, floors, broad axes, and gourd dip-
pers we think of as the natural background
of those who went before, preparing the way for
others. But 1t Is hard to draw a line and say: up
to this time men were preparing the way, theréafter
men were sinly followers. o

And it can nat ke said that lona shed its pioneer
conditions on any certain date.  Burlington in 185
wes less of a pioneer town than lona Gity In 1840, o
Webster Gity In 1850, or Soux Gity in 186 The
frontier wes noving westward and the pioneers,
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though they might nat class therrselves as frontiers-
men, were never far from that border lire.

Wes no doubat more dlistinctly a pioneer than Kirk-
wood  He wes bom an the frontier and his various
tmv\?lll mmo]gﬁnev\erﬂugh of cmviliza
lon In care
other condiitions Which were to try his nettlgxiartl
least found log cabins and the gourd dipper o

longer invogee In lona Qity.
NEWCASTLE

An intimete presentation of pioneer conaiitions In
IQ/\a IS found in the Reminiscences of Newcastle,
ona. (Wehster Qity) dictated by M, Sarah Brevier
Bonebn a vvrltten out %ed hter |\/|‘S
Harriet published under
of the I—istorlcal Departrrent at Des Moires. 'Ihe
ents of Mrs. Bonebright carre to the neighbor-
of Welster Qity In and were the founcers
of the toan which at first was called Nancastle,
Fragments of menonies of detalls of life and bits of
local color, difficult things to resurrect In historical
vork_have been pieced Together into a book that is
illuminative of the daily existence of the ploneers—
thelr dothes and their food and habits of eati
their homes and fumiture and the tools with which
they were mack, their work and their entertain
ments. Meterial of this kind can nat but be useful
In the understanding and interpretation of pioneer

life.
JCP



