As Others Viewed HIm

A half century has passed since General Gren-
ville Mellen Dodge died and was buried In his
hometown — Council Bluffs. The commanding
position that this giant in lowa history won dur-
Ing his lifetime has not dimmed with the passing
of the years—indeed, time has only added luster
to the record Dodge carved out In the obelisk of
fame.

As a Civil War soldier, Dodge had few equals.
“He Is an able officer,” Grant wrote Sherman,
“one whom you can rely upon In an emergency.”
Sherman himself was high in his praise: “General
Dodge Is one of the Generals who actually fought
throughout the Civil War with great honor and
great skill, commanding a regiment, a brigade,
division, and finally a corps d’armee, the highest
rank command to which any officer can attain.”

This same opinion of Dodge was shared by
many lowans. Samuel Jordan Kirkwood, lowa’s
beloved Civil War Governor, wrote: “General
Dodge Is one of the very best military men from
this State. He Is emphatically a fighting man.
There 1s not a more gallant soldier in the army,
nor one more worthy or capable.”

James W. Grimes was equally enthusiastic.
“There are very few officers the equal, and none
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the superior, of General G. M. Dodge." Judge
John F. Dillon was lavish In his praise. "No offi-
cer in the service from lowa,"” Dillon declared,
"has acquired more just and deserved distinction;
no one has been more faithful, and | may and
should add, more useful and efficient ... his great
experience, his sleepless vigilance, his unconquer-
able energy, and, above all, his solid judgment and
great practical talents."

The work of Grenville Dodge as an engineer
became legendary during the Civil War; 1t was
equally legendary In the construction of the
Union Pacific. The completion of this gigantic
feat brought recognition to Dodge as the "most
conspicuous engineer In the world." From that
day on, captains of industry and captains of fi-
nance beat a path to Grenville Dodge s door, seek-
Ing his counsel and assistance.

When Dodge took up his residence in New
York City, he became one of its outstanding citi-
zens, being present at many soclal functions. Thus,
when Grant’s Tomb was dedicated on April 27,
1897, 1t was Grenville Dodge who served as
Grand Marshal and led the giant parade. And
when the need was felt for an lowa Society of
New York, it was Grenville Dodge who started
the Society and served as Its first president. That
lowa was well represented In New York City Is
attested by the officers of the lowa Society In
1908 on the occasion of its Third Annual Ban-
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Officers

President

First Vice-President
Second Vice-President
Third Vice-President

Secretary

Treasurer

Historian

Chaplain - -

Trustees

James S. Clarkson E. A Stedman
George F. Brownell William C. Brown
James F. Peavey H. L. Swords

Entertainment Committee

Edward Owings Towne, Chairman
H. D. Tichenor
At. Brett Page
John F. Murray

C. Arthur Dunlavy
John A. Drake
E. A Stedman

Membership Committee

George F. Parker, Chairman
Wm. R. Huntington
George F. Brownell
Eben H. Moore

James F. Peavey
Allan Dawson
Orlando H. Atanning

Reception Committee

H. L. Swords, Chairman
Frank L. Underwood
John A. McElroy
John W. Miller
Eben H. Moore
Frank S. Pusey
H. E. Plummer
W. Frank Persons

W. E. Croshy

John T. Granger
George M. Whicher
J. W. Vandermast
William B. Douglas
John F. Dobbs

GRENVILLE M. DODGE
JAMES S. CLARKSON

JOHN F. DILLON

- WILLIAM T. HORNADAY
COKER F. CLARKSON
WILLIAM R. HUNTINGTON
CARL SNYDER

REV. NEWELL DWIGHT HILLIS

Samuel Strauss
William C. Beer
George F. Parker

James S. Barile
Frank W. Smith
Webster Bishop

H. A. Bennett
William S. Howell
Harry H. Cooley

Walter Goan
Isaac Riegelman
H. A. Bennett
C. H. Winnie
Carl Snyder
Herman Russell
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“3Jntua”
Response by Hon. ALBERT B. CUMMINS, Governor of lowa

AO0Orpaa
By Hon. CHAS. E. HUGHES, Governor of New York

3Jopal 3Farminct fflomtmtmin*
Response by Hon. J. P. DOLLIVER, United States Senator

“Slows a (Unntribution to mtr National Sinriapruiipnfp”
Response by Hon. JOHN F. DILLON

“ulllp of a Harp”
Response by Hon. FRANK O. LOWDEN, Member of Congress

""Sloma, 3nfluptlrp,,
Response by Hon. J. B. SULLIVAN
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quet. The list of officers of the Society reads like
a Who’s Who of Hawkeye Greats; and the toasts
given, coupled with the address by the “Hon.
Chas. E. Hughes, Governor of New York,”
speaks volumes of the caliber of the men gathered
around Grenville M. Dodge In the Empire State.
As a soldier, as an engineer, as a capitalist, as
a philanthropist, Grenville Dodge brought fame to
lowa as well as to the Nation. His home in Coun-
cil Bluffs stands as a monument to his memory.

W illiam J Petersen
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Clubs Fraternal,‘Military, Honorary

Vice President, Grant Monument Association

President, Society of the Army of the Tennessee, =
1892-1916

President, Grant Birthday Association, 1890-
Member, Lincoln Post, G.A.R.

Member, Union Veteran League of Council Bluffs
Commander-in-Chief, Loyal Legion, 1907-1916

Honorary Member, Union League Club of New
York City

Member, United Service Club, Coney Island Jockey
Club, Boston Club of New Orleans, Republican
Club and the Army and Navy Club of New York
City, Military Service Institution, Commercial
Club of Council Bluffs, 1.0.0.F., and B.P.O.E.

State Historical Society of lowa— lowa City
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State Historical Society of Missouri— Columbia =
Nebraska Historical Society— Lincoln |
Trustee, Norwich University, 1882-1916 |
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