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AMF W E S T E R N  T OO L ,  INC. :  Des Moines

Founded  in 1935 by  E. W  Rolls and  Ralph  T o rg e rsen ,  W e s te rn  T oo l  & 
Stam ping  Co. w as  for o v e r  a decade  a metal s tam ping  and  tool facility. In 
1936 President Rolls decided the future lay  in the m anufac tu re  of its own 
products . E n te r ing  the law n m ow er field, W e s te rn  T o o l  ultimately' became a 
large p roducer  of pow er lawn mowers, lawn sweepers, tillers, snow  blowers, 
golf carts, and  snowmobiles. It em ploys 1,000 w orkers  with  an annual p a y ­
roll of $4,700,000. W e s te rn  T o o l  & S tam ping  Co. w as acquired  by  American 
M ach ine  & F o u n d ry  C o m p a n y  on June 27, 1963, and the name changed  to 
A M F  W e s te rn  T oo l.  Inc.





Maytag Headquarters Building

M a y t a g  p lant #/. N e w t o n
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T H E  M A Y T A G  C O M P A N Y :  Newton

In 1893 Fred  L. M ay tag ,  W .  C. Bergman. A. H. Bergman, and G. W .  P a r ­
sons formed the Parsons Band C u tte r  and Self Feeder C om pany . In 1907 
the N ew ton  firm entered the washing machine business and took its present 
name in 1909. T h e  G yrafoam  principle w as introduced in 1922 and two 
years later M a y ta g  led the field in w asher production. T h e  six millionth 
wringer w asher appeared  in 1949 and in that same year  a second plant, to 
produce automatic washers and dryers, w as built in N ew ton. M ay ta g  now 
manufactures a line of home laundry  appliances, automatic washers and 
dryers for self-operated laundry  installations, and a dishw asher now in limited 
distribution. In 1966 M a y ta g  had 3.405 employees, an annual payroll of 
$30,519,064, and net sales of $120,769,510. T he re  is a small M a y ta g  plant 
at H ampton.

Clothes dryer assembly line



L E N NOX I N D U S T R I E S  INC. :
Mar s ha l l t own

T h e  w orld  s largest m anufac tu re r  of w arm  air 
heating system s came into existence during  the 
1890 s in the M arsha l l tow n  machine shop of 
D a v id  Lennox. In 190-1 M arsh a l l to w n  n e w s ­
p aper  publisher. D. W  N orris ,  purchased  L en ­
nox s furnace business and  until his death  in 
1949 aggress ive ly  prom oted  the sales of fu r ­
naces to an ever-w iden ing  market. In 1917 
the first of the existing Lennox plants  w as 
built in M arsha ll tow n. In 1954 the A rm strong  
F u rnace  C o m p a n y  of Des M oines w as  p u r ­
chased T h e  com pany  now  em ploys 1,200 w o rk ­
ers in its Io w a  plants. K now n orig inally  for its 
heating line. Lennox is now  a m ajor factor in 
the air conditioning field. John W .  N orris  is 
president of this fam ily-ow ned business.

J. W .  N orris

I^ennox Research Laboratory. Marshalltown
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T/ie Bendix Corporation office in Davenport

T H E  BENDIX C O R P O R A T I O N :  De t ro i t

T h e  Instruments and Life Support  Division, formerly the Pioneer-Central 
Division of Bendix, w as established with the purchase in 1950 of the V ictor 
A nim atograph  plant in D avenport .  S tarting  with 1,000 employees, the di­
vision now  has 1,300 persons w orking in two plants and receiving w ages in 
excess of $8 million annually . Chief products manufactured for the ae ro ­
space field are: flight instruments, propellant managem ent and instrumentation 
systems, life support, survival, and pressurization systems, cryogenic  s to rage  
and control systems, and in turgescent forming products. T em pera tu re  com­
pensated oscillators and sonic cleaning systems are made for the commercial 
field.

Hickory Grove Road facility as it appears today
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Bourns' Ames plant

y/jFrm*

BOURNS,  INC. :  Rivers ide ,  Cal i f .

The manufacturing area is immaculately clean

I he Ames facility of Bourns s ta r ted  
opera t ions  in Ja n u a ry  of 1956 w hen 
six people w ere  em ployed to assemble 
selected p roduc ts  of the c o m p a n y ’s 
I rimpot Division. G ro w th  since has 

been substan tia l  and  today  the Ames 
plants  are  located on a 74-acre site 
w hich  will allow for further expansion  
as dem and  for Bourns products  in ­
creases beyond  present production c a ­
pacities. Some 1.000 w orkers  are  em ­
ployed  at Ames. Bourns products  are 
used in thousands of vital industrial, 
commercial, and  m ilitary  applications 
th roughou t the free world. As a m em ­
ber of the Trimpot Division, the 
Ames unit m anufactures  electronic 
com ponents  and  medical electronic 
equipment. How would you like to work on 

items this small?
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S T A N D A R D  KOLLSMAN I N DU S T R I E S .  INC. :  Mel rose  Pa rk ,  111.

L argest  industria l developm ent in Iow a  in 1966 came in O t tu m w a  when 
S ta n d a rd  Kollsman s ta r ted  opera tions  there with  more than 1,000 employees 

1 10 of the s ta te 's  new industrial em ploym ent for the y ea r  A building 
constructed  by the O t tu m w a  A rea  D evelopm ent C orpo ra t ion  w as leased. In 
its first y ea r  in O ttu m w a . .Standard Kollsman paid its w orkers  w ages  to ta l ­
ing more than $3 million T h e  p lan t m anufactures  U H F  and  V H F  tuners 
for both black and w hite  and  color television sets.







-. vy*. • , .  .

Testing an aircraft flight director

COLLINS R A D I O  C O M P A N Y :  Dal las

Collins R ad io ’s amazing grow th is one of the great stories in Io w a ’s in­
dustrial development. Founded in 1933 with one plant and five employees, 
it is the largest single employer in any  one Iow a city with 11,500 employees 
in C edar  Rapids and an annual payroll of $75 million. S tarting  as a small 
m anufacturer of am ateur radio equipment, Collins has expanded to a w orld ­
wide organization with 20,000 employees, annual sales of $400 million, and 
is a m anufacturer of more than 1,000 products. C om pany  philosophy has 
been to develop and m anufacture  electronic equipment of advanced  design 
and highest quality. Principal products are communication, navigation, and 
flight control equipment for commercial airlines, military aircraft, and general 
aviation; da ta  communication and processing equipment for industrial and 
military users; specialized military communication systems; manned space 
flight communication systems; and am ateur radio communication equipment.

Instrument panel of a twin-engine turbo prop plane contains many dials for 
Collins equipment used in communication, navigation, and flight control.
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New est and /astest of the Register's presses

DES MOI NES  R E G I S T E R  AND T R I B U N E  C O M P A N Y :
Des Moines

In addition  to being Iow a 's  largest new spaper  publisher, the Register 
and  T r .b u n e  C o m p a n y  is also a  large employer. T h e  com pany , in­
co rpo ra ted  in 1902, publishes the morning Des Moines Register, the 
evening  Des Moines Tribune, and  the Sunday Register. T h e  latter 
has the largest  c irculation, hav ing  jumped from 375,000 in 1940 to 
ove r  520.000 in 1966. D uring  the same period the com pany  s em ploy ­

ment has risen from 800 
to 1,100 persons and  its 
annua l  payro ll  from 
$2,140,000 to $8 million. 
G a rd n e r  Cow les acquir ­
ed control of the com ­
p an y  in 1903. G ardner  
Cowles, Jr., is the c u r ­
rent president. Plans 
for the future call for 
a 4-s tory  addition to 
the present p lan t com ­
prising a 2-story  load ­
ing area  plus 2 doors.

f



F red Boh en

Printing Office Building

M E R E D I T H  PU BLI SHI NG C O M P A N Y :
Des Moines

In 1902 E dw in  T . M eredith  began  publishing 
a new  magazine. Successful Farming. T h is  w as 
the s ta r t  of the M eredith  Publishing C om pany  
which, in 1912, moved into a new plant con ­
taining 55,000 square  feet. It has steadily 
expanded  until its plants now  contain 920.500 
square  feet of space. Em ploym ent has risen 
from eight to 2,080 persons with an annual 
payroll of $14,229,000 by 1966. Successful 
Farming has a circulation of 1,300,000, while 
M e re d i th s  Better Homes and Gardens has over  
6,750,000. From the magazines and from its 
various divisions, the com pany  had sales of 
$100,403,000 in 1966. F. O. Bohen is chairman 
and chief executive officer and D arw in  Tucker, 
president.

Printing plant
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Loading giant excavator tire into curing unit

T H E  F I R E S T O N E  T I R E  & RUBBER C O M P A N Y :  Akron,  Ohio

T h e  governm ent began construction of a rubber plant at Des Moines in 1944. 
W h e n  w ar  ended production of high flotation tires to float military vehicles 
over  mud and sand, Firestone purchased the $4 million plant. This  
ultra-modern unit now  employs 2,400 workers with an annual payroll of 
$24 million. O n e  tire every  four seconds comes off the assembly line — a 
total of 22,000 passenger tires a day. An additional 600 truck, 1,200 rear 
tractor, and 84 earth m over tires can be produced daily. T h e  largest tire 
cured is a 48x68 earth  mover. It is four feet wide at its greatest width and 
is 10 feet, lJ/> inches in diameter. T h is  plant is the largest single user of 
electricity in Des Moines, consuming enough to supply  a city of 25.000. It 
also uses w a te r  sufficient for a city of 10,000.





J. W .  F isher

Fisher Office Building

F I S H E R  G O V E R N O R  C O M P A N Y :
Marsha l l t own

Founded in 1880 by W illiam  Fisher. Fisher G o v ­
ernor is now  the w o r ld ’s largest exclusive m an ­
ufacturer of automatic pressure control valves, 
liquid level controllers, and liquified petroleum 
gas pressure regulating equipment. W i th  only 
14 employees in 1912, the firm now  employs 
over  3,000 and has five m anufacturing divisions 
in N orth  America. U nder President J. W .  Fisher, 
the founder’s grandson, the com pany  had sales 
of $62 million in 1966. Going into production in 
the spring of 1967 is a 360,000 square  foot m an ­
ufacturing plant which will double the floor space 
of the M arshalltow n manufacturing division.

Fisher Governor Road plant

»



C H A M B E R L A I N  C O R P O R A T I O N :  W a t e r l o o

O rg a n iz ed  in 1905 by  A n d re w  and F loyd  Cham berla in , the C ham berla in  
C o rp o ra t io n  has been grow ing  rapidly  in recent years .  T h e  Collis C om paru  
of C lin ton w as pu rchased  in 196*1. m ajo r i ty  control of W a g n e r  M a n u fa c tu r ­
ing C o m p a n y  and its subsid iary , W a te r lo o  W o o d  Bearing C om pany ,  both 
of W a te r lo o ,  w as purchased  in 1965: and m ajority  control of M oloney 
Products. Incorpora ted . Albia. w as  acquired  in 1965 W i th  the new  acquisi­
tions the com pany  has expanded  its line of products  considerably . Cham ber- 
lain is involved in o rdnance  munitions research and m anufacture , processes 
aluminum refrigera to r  shelves and baskets, decora tive  metals, and produces 
custom s tam pings  and forgings. T h e  W a g n e r  plants p roduce home and 
commercial ga rage  and  o v e rh ead  doors and specialized w ood products: Collis 
m anufactures  steel and  wire specialties and machine tool accessories: and 
M oloney  produces aluminum storm doors  and windows. T he  Iow a employees 
of the com pany  total 1.7 35

( Above  ) Pictured are the Chamberlain plant in Waterloo and {below) Collis 
plant in Clinton I O ppos i te  pape, top to bottom) Machine accounting pro­
cedures hare helped in handling the company s increasing business. A typical 
shell production line at Waterloo, and some of the ordnance material made by 
Chamberlain.

«





«M

m
» V I

•»r ..

.y - &-3BK
%  C j _tV>

l-ii*
SaB

3» 165»

X V r >x
-V» ■'i

boS$^0 _ '

■ f t  

K
JS/ i l l

_ - •

&
t  .

<w> 'CT/V-. ***

W .
f m

v W
* -A fT i IB«' V

■ # •
'a ■n *.

£ $ 3 «
g^T

r^ i

‘v.

A7
as* s? *i

►Vi?', iz-

Eons ■ & m

E. I. d u P O N T  de  N E M O U R S  & C O M P A N Y ,  INC. :  Wi lming ton ,  Del.

A m ong the oldest and most famous of all A m erican  industrial firms is D u ­
Pont. established in 1802 A m ong the com pany 's  new er facilities is the 
Clin ton p lan t ( a b o v e ) .  It w as  built in 1940 on a 220-acre tract of land 
near C lin ton for the m anufac tu re  of cellophane. T h e  p lan t em ploys 1,300 
persons and provides an annua l pay ro l l  of abou t $10,400,000. T h e  com pany  
also has a plant at Fo rt  M adison  (be low ) m anufacturing  paint, varnish, 
thinner, and can coatings. A pprox im ate ly  300 w o rk ers a re  employed at 
annua l w ages  of $2,194,000



I O W A  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  C O M P A N Y :
C e d a r  Rapids

Iow a M anufac tu ring 's  president, H o w ard  Hall, in 
1923 purchased  the p roper ty  of the Bertschey 
Engineering  C om pany  in C edar  Rapids. F rom  this 
small p lant of 12,158 square  feet, the com pany 
has grow n to become the world 's  largest producer 
of portable crushing, screening, and w ashing  equip ­
ment. T hese  products are used in m any foreign 
countries as well as th roughout the United States. 
T o d a y  the com pany  has approx im ate ly  1,700 em­
ployees.

H oward H a ll



NASON! HAMB*! 
OP0UTW&

MASON & H A N G E R - S I L A S  MASON C O ,  INC.,  Lexington,  Ky.

F ounded  in 182/, M ason  & H anger-S ila s  M ason  is the con trac to r-opera to r  
of the Iowa A rm y  Amm unition  P lan t  and  the Burlington A E C  Plan t near 
Burlington. Its opera tions  in Io w a s ta r ted  in 1947. E m ploy ing  3,515 workers 
and with an estimated 1966 payro ll  of $24 million, the com pany  loads and 
assembles w eapons, am m unition and am m unition com ponents  for the United 
S ta tes  A rm y and  the Atomic E n e rg y  Commission

/

STATES
Y COMMISSION ARMY AMMUNITION PUNT ARMY AMMUNITION PLANT

uisONS-H4N0ER-SIUS MASON C0,INC. MASON l HANGER SJUS MS(W a  
OPERATING CONTRACTOR OPERATING CONTRACTOR ™
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S H E L L E R - G L O B E  C O R P O R A !  ION:  Toledo ,  Ohio

In 1948 Sheller M an u fac tu r in g  C orp . purchased  the D ry d e n  p lan t  in Keokuk 
After the Sheller pu rchase  the p lan t ope ra ted  as the D ry d en -K eo k u k  Division 
Sheller merged with G lobe W e rn ic k e  Industries in 1966 and the new  c o rp o ­
ration s ta r ted  in Iow a with p lants  in Keokuk (see back cover)  and Iowa 
Gity  (b e lo w ) .  I he la tter  plant w as  established in 1964. Sheller-GIobe s 
more than 2,000 w orkers  received in excess of $10 million in w ages  in 1966. 
M an u fac tu red  «it the Keokuk plant is sponge  rubber, padded  trim items, 
A B S and plastisol covers  (sa fe ty  devices and w ea ther  s tr ip s) .  T h e  Iowa 
C ity  p lan t produces p o ly u re th an e  foam and  plastisol products.

i


