
The Palimpsest
E D I T E D  B Y  J O H N  E L Y  B R I G G S

V o l . X V  I s s u e d  in  M a r c h  1 9 3 4  N o  3

C O P Y R I G H T  1 9 3  4 BY T H E  S T A T E  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  O F  I OWA

Political Foundations

No more fundamental or complex problem chal
lenges the genius of mankind than the process of 
erecting a political structure. A sense of conscious 
responsibility and the inexorable power of democ
racy as displayed by the fathers of our Common
wealth are vividly portrayed in Benj. F. Shambaugh's 
volume on The Constitutions of Iowa, from which 
these pages are selected. — The Editor

Three score years and ten after the declaration 
went forth from Independence Hall that “all 
men are created equal", and fifteen years before 
the great struggle that was to test whether a 
nation dedicated to that proposition can long 
endure, Iowa, “the only free child of the Missouri 
Compromise", was admitted into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States.

Profoundly significant in the history of Ameri
can Democracy are events such as these, since 
the real life of our Nation spreads throughout 
forty-eight Commonwealths and is lived in the
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common places of the shop, the factory, the office, 
the mine, and on the farm. Through the Com
monwealths the spirit of the Nation is best ex
pressed; and every American community, how
ever humble, participates in the formation and 
expression of that spirit. Nothing is more mis
leading than the idea that the life of our people 
is summed up in the census reports, the debates 
in Congress, and in the archives of the depart
ments at Washington.

Here in the country west of the Mississippi a 
new Commonwealth has grown to maturity, and 
now by common consent occupies a commanding 
position in national politics. To narrate briefly 
the creation of this Commonwealth is the purpose 
of these pages. It is fitting that this should be 
done in commemoration of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the establishment of civil govern
ment in Iowa.


