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The Palimpsest Wins Graphics Award!

The Palimpsest has received an accolade in the

Printing Industries of America (PIA) Graphic

Awards Program. The May/June 1974 issue which

teatured a Currier & Ives apple-harvesting scene

on the cover was entered in the annual PIA com-

petition by our printer, Tel-Graphics of Dubuque.

The issue was selected as one of the winners in

the category of color magazines. The competition

is sponsored by PIA (a printing trade association),

the Harris Corporation (makers of printing presses),

and Eastman Kodak. This year there were more
than 5000 entries in total from the United States,
Canada, and Mexico.

The entries were judged on the basis of excellence
of design, art, typography, and general lay-out as
well as the quality of technical reproduction. The
magazine’s frequent use of color spreads (the win- i 2 ‘ ‘ 2 o0 -
ning issue featured a pictorial on postcards) paid CER '_ L' F I ‘\___' ] _“ a
off during the judging,. | | : '

The Nekoosa Edwards Paper Company which
makes the paper used in printing The Palimpsest Graphic Arts Awards Competition
has purchased 10,000 extra copies of the award-
winner to be used as examples of fine quality

printing.
Society members may be justly proud of the
award which is distinctive among historical pub- Purt

lications. We are in very good company—one of last

year's winners was National Geographic magazine.

A big thanks to Tel-Graphics and the awards com- '
mittee. p, -
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a place
about which more is said beginnine on Th JLeYl

The Meaning of the Palimpsest
In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or other material
trom which one or more writings had been erased to give room for
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later records. But the erasures were not alwavs complete, and so it be-
came the fascinating task of scholars not onlv to translate the later
records but also to reconstruct the original writings bv deciphering
the dim fragments of letters partly erased and partly covered by
subsequent texts.

The history of Iowa may be likened to a palimpsest which holds
the record of successive generations. To l.lt*('i}lllt']' these records of
the past, reconstruct them. and tell the stories

which they contain
is the task of those who write history.
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A NOTE ON

This is an important year for Norwegians in
America. One hundred and fifty years ago, a
tiny, single-masted sloop named “Restauration’
arrived in New York harbor on
1825. The small vessel was three months out of
Stavanger with a party of ten families and twelve
unmarried men aboard. They were the first Nor-
wegian immigrants to settle in America, and the
sesquicentennial of their arrival is being cele-
brated this year by a series of events across the
country—ranging from Liv Ullman’s appearance
on Broadway in a new production of Ibsen’s
A Doll's House to the visit of His Majesty Olav
V., King of Norway, to the United States. The
King is scheduled to visit Decorah, Iowa on
October 14.

Northeastern [owa—especially the region in
and around Decorah—has long been a center of
Norwegian culture in America. The many im-
migrants who settled there have done much to
preserve reminders of their European origins.
One of the foremost examples of such efforts
was Symra, a literary periodical published in
the Norwegian language in Decorah during the
decade just before World War 1. It is generally
acknowledged to have been the best among a
considerable number of such periodicals. By
1907, the editorial committee of Symra had
evolved into a literary society, meeting fort-
nightly in the homes of members for dinner,
cigars, and discussion of scholarly papers. Mem-
bers were drawn from the editorial staff of the

October 9,
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Norwegian-American publishing firm of Anund-
sen, from the faculty of Luther College, and
from the business and professional community
of Decorah. The War killed the periodical by
cutting off subscribers in Norway, but Symra
Society survived and has continued to flourish
until the present day. Its membership has been
limited by tradition to 25 men, nearly all of
whom have descended from Norwegian fore-
bears, and its activities today are much the
same as they always have been.

As the anniversary year approached, the
Symra Society made plans to commemorate both
the one hundred fiftieth year of Norwegian im-
migration and the seventieth anniversary of the
Symra periodical. The following issue of The
Palimpsest is the result of those plans. Professor
J. R. Christianson, a member of modern-day
Symra and a history teacher at Luther College,
has been the unofficial sub-editor and chief
contributor for this issue, a project undertaken
by the Division of the State Historical Society in
cooperation with Symra. Professor Christianson’s
brief discussion of Vesterheim, the Norwegian-
American Museum in Decorah, highlights an
institution which has become the focus of much
of the immigrant heritage. The story of Luren
depicts an important and characteristic part of
Norwegian social life, and Andrew Veblen’s
memoir of his years at Luther College gives a
nineteenth-century glimpse of that bulwark of
education among Norwegian-Americans.
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VESTERHEIM

DY

J. R. Christianson

Pioneers in northeastern Iowa were grow-
ing old by the middle years of the 1890s.
They were turning reflective, thinking and
even writing about the past. In the city of
Decorah, there was a colony of Norwe-
gians among these aging pioneers, as there
were whole parishes of Norwegian-Ameri-
can farms in the surrounding hills and
vales. It was their retrospection, coupled
with the energy of younger men, that
brought the Norwegian-American Muse-
um into being.

During the past half century, members
of the Norwegian colony had founded a
world of their own. They read the Nor-
wegian newspaper, Decorah Posten. as
well as locally published books and peri-
odicals in their own language. They at-
tended their own Norwegian Lutheran
churches, sent their sons to Luther College,
patronized Norwegian merchants, crafts-
men, doctors, and liverymen. They had
their own clubs and organizations. and
even a theater where Norwegian music,
vaudeville and drama were performed.

As these pioneers grew old within their
cozy little society, a new generation grew
to maturity, a bicultural generation that
had grown up with a knowledge of both
Norwegian and English. The older genera-
tion were patriarchal figures with flow-
ing white beards. The younger men were

clean-shaven. wearing derby hats and

starched collars. They had never experi-
enced the rigors of pioneering. To them.,
the old walking plows, log cabins. and im-
migrant trunks of the pioneers, or their
bundles of documents in Gothic script,
were artitacts out of the past. Some of the
younger men saw these things as tangible
expressions of the Great Migration and
the Passing of the Frontier, the very pro-
cesses by which a new culture, their own
polyglot American way of life, had come
imto existence.

The idea of a Norwegian-American mu-
seum in Decorah came out of just such
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A drawing of Vesterheim (Norw: gian-American
Museum) as it will appear after the final stages of
restoration r.'ruf I't Hniff- “H‘J (re r'rHH;'('! [
of Vesterheim

courtesy
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thoughts in this era of transition around
the turn of the century. When A. A. Veb-
len had come to Decorah 20 vears earlier
in 1877, there had already been a collec-
tion of artifacts at Luther College. Since
1890, these artifacts had filled a whole
room in the main building at Luther, “the
Museum,  lined with display cases and
cabinets. It was this collection of “objects
.. . given by persons to whom a museum
was a curiosity shop,” that formed the
foundation for something quite new: an
ethnic museum. At an 1895 meeting of
Luther College alumni, there was much dis-
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The facade of the restored Vesterheim building,
shown during the July 1975 Nordic Fest. The mu-
seum with its new exhibits was unveiled for the
occasion.,

cussion of the need to collect Norwegian-
American relics, books, and manuscripts.
Older, gray-bearded men like President
Laur. Larsen listened to smooth-faced
younger men like Adolf Bredesen and J.
C. M. Hanson, and the idea of a Norwe-
gian-American museum began to take
form.

College museums were commonplace
in those days, and pioneer memorials of
various kinds were springing up all over,
but the idea of a museum dedicated to the
accomplishments of a single ethnic group
was unusual at that time. In the case of
the Norwegian-American Museum, this
idea was a synthesis of American tenden-
cies with a new concept of museum com-
ing out of the Scandinavian countries.
This was the idea of a “folk museum,”
representing the life and material culture
of common people, rather than the art and
treasures of the gilded rich that filled most
American museums. People like Anders
Sandvig in Lillehammer, Norway and
Hans Aall in Christiania had begun to
expand this basic concept into another new
type of museum, the “open air” museum.
Rather than removing everyday artifacts
from their normal context, Sandvig and
Aall transported whole cottages and farm-
yards to the museum site, landscaped ap-
propriately, and furnished the buildings
both inside and out with a host of every-
day objects. This created a total environ-
ment through which the museum visitor
could wander for hours on end.

President Laur. Larsen, steeped in Nor-
wegian history since his own student days,
found just the right man to make these
ideas a reality. In 1895, a young teacher
of music, Haldor Hanson, was appointed
to take charge of the college museum in
addition to other duties. Hanson trans-
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One of the major exhibits of Vesterheim is the
“Tradewind,” a small vessel which was sailed
across the Atlantic (without modern equip-
ment) in 1933. Even though this boat was
launched in conjunction with the Chicago
World's Fair and later given to the Museum.
it does give visitors an idea of the conditions
many immigrants contended with during the
ocean voyage (courtesy of Vesterheim).

tormed the miscellaneous college collec-
tions into a Norwegian-American museum.
He collected printed materials, building
up the nucleus of what is still the most
extensive collection of Norwegian-Ameri-
can newspapers, in Preus Library at Luth-
er College. He collected all kinds of ob-
jects made by Norwegian immigrants or
brought by them from Norway. He col-
lected photographs by the hundreds and
paintings by Norwegian-American artists.
He transferred these and the general col-
lections from a single room to a small, two-
story building on campus. By 1900, he had
ten wall cases and seventeen show cases

tull ot artifacts. By 1901, he was running
out of room. By 1902, the faculty found it
necessary to resolve that a fireproof library-
museum building was the first need of the
college.

Within weeks of that resolution. Han-
son's patron and supporter, President Lar-
sen, was ftorced out of office. Haldor Han-
son himself resigned and departed from
Decorah.

Hanson s work as curator of the museum
was carried on by a distincuished line of
successors. First came C. K. Preus. who
combined the office of curator with the
presidency of the college in the vears 1911-
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1921, Preus added the monumental Lars
Christenson Altar and other objects to the
museum collections. He strengthened ties
with Norwegian museums during a 1914
tour of Norway by the Luther College
Concert Band. Preus saw the beginning
of an “open air” division of the museum
when a pioneer log cabin was moved to
campus. Finally, Preus achieved the con-
struction of a modern library-museum,
the Koren building, which was nearly fin-
ished when he died suddenly in 1921.

Protessor Knut Gjerset, who already had
an international reputation as an historian
of Norway and Iceland, followed Preus as
curator. He renovated the old museum
building for some exhibits and moved the
rest to the new building by 1923. The col-
lections had grown to fill more than 60
cases and cabinets, besides the pioneer
‘gge cabin, and a whole room furnished
like a Norwegian peasant home.

No sooner was the museum established
i its new quarters than a major civic event
loomed on the horizon of the 850,000 Nor-
weglan immigrants to America and their
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Knut Gicrset

courtesy of Vesterheim).

Laur. Larsen, President of Luther College and a
moving force behind the organization of the mu-
seum.

descendants. Historians had determined
that Norwegian-American mass migration
had begun in 1825 with the arrival in New
York harbor of the sloop “Restauration.”
Elaborate centennial celebrations were
planned tor 1925 in Minneapolis and St.
Paul. Knut Gjerset was asked to direct the
organization ot a great centennial exhibi-
tion. He did so with resounding success,
drawing much of his material from the
Luther College Museum. The success of
this exhibition transformed the museum
nto an ethnic institution of national prom-
inence, and it was duly renamed the “Nor-
wegian-American Historical Museum. In-
spired by Anders Sandvig, a committee of
Norwegian museum authorities donated
tive truck loads of Norwegian folk mater-
ials which arrived in Decorah in 1927.
By this time, the collections far exceeded
the space available. A temporary building
was erected on campus in 1931 for some
of them, and A. A. Veblen's old home,
“Sunnyside, ” was filled with artifacts. Then



Prof. Haldor Hanson in the Colle ge museum around 1897,
and varied, not yet focused on the Norwegian heritage

the college acquired a three-story brick
building in downtown Decorah. built as a
hotel in 1877 and later remodeled to serve
as a printing ottice. This large building
was refurbished under Gijerset’s super-
vision, and most of the museum exhibits
were moved into it during the summer of
1932, with formal opening ceremonies in
1933. Meanwhile, the open air collection.
the oldest museum of its type in North
America, was augmented with another
log house, a schoolhouse. and various other
pioneer buildings, and moved to a new
site on the Luther College campus.
Gjerset died in 1936, leaving a legacy of
tremendous growth and accomplishment
tor the museum. Three vears later, Crown
Prince Olay and Crown Princess Mirtha
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of Norway visited Decorah and presented
the museum another handsome oitt of arti-
tacts from 47 museums in Norway.
Times changed rapidly after that. and
the course of world events seemed to leave
the museum behind. World War II en-
gulfed both Norway and America. Melting
pot ideologies ran rampant to discourage
ethnic identities, and the use of the Nor-
wegian language declined rapidly in
America. The museum did not lack leader-
H’]Iip (_1111‘1'11}'_{ these years, but it lacked sup-
port as the nation. the L'H”t‘f_{{'. and Ameri-

cans of Norwegian descent all grappled
with more immediate problems. At one
stage the college seemed on the verge of
giving the whole museum away.

Then the museum. like some slumbering
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The magnificent altarpiece carved by Lars Chris-
tenson of Benson, Minnesota between 1897 and
[904. Inspired perhaps by baroque altars in Chris-
tenson's native Sognal, Norway, the handcarved
panels refer specifically to a popular Norwegian-
American Bible of the 1890s. The Christenson Altar
is a major work of religious folk art and is often
cited as an example in major works on American
woodcarving (courtesy of Vesterheim).
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Within Vesterheim itself is recreated a typical Norwegian house of the mid-nineteenth century. The fur-
nishings date from about 50 years earlier and are the gift of the Maihaugen Museum in Lillechammer,

.\rr:rt:H;. I'he corner fir ;Jff.’r_f was a jeatur Hf most traditional _\'wrurf_{nnf homes courtesty uf Vester-
fff i -
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A mounted, silver-chased drinking horn
made in the late nineteenth century as
a presentation piece. The design is based
on early Norwegian drinking horns, but
is more elaborate (courtesy of Vester-
heim).
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A carved wooden drinking vessel, used communal-
ly and passed from hand to hand during a beer-
drinking session. The animal-headed double handle
design dates from the Middle Ages, but was still
used well into the nineteenth century in northern
Europe. This example came to Dawson, Minnesota
with an early immigrant and thence to the museum
in 1924 (courtesy of Vesterheim).
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Another e".‘i.'rfm;}/( Hf a carved r!rinkmg vessel (Cour-
tesy of Vesterheim).
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Craftsmen from Norway at work on the restoration
of the Lars Altar (courtesy of Vester-
heim).

Christenson

troll of old Norse folklore, seemed to shake
ott its indolence and come alive. Inspired
and
former student of Gjerset, Protessor David
T. Nelson, lhv Regents of Luther College
1964 to change the name of
the museum to “Norwegian-American Mu-

by a distinguished taculty member

resolved i
seum  and incorporate it as a separate
not-for-profit corporation with its own
statt and Board of Directors. Dr. Marion
J. Nelson of the University of Minnesota
L'thall{}j._{ll(‘ the
collection during the summer of 1964. and
that
museum. In 1965, the December issue of

was engaged to survey and
fall, he was named Director of the

T'he Palimpsest was devoted to a history

ot the museum by David T. Nelson. Crown
Prince Harald of Norway visited the mu-
sum in 1965, and King Olav V of Nor-
way visited in 1968.

In 1969, a new contract was negotiated
with Luther College, giving the old, three-
storied building to the museum corpora-
tion tor a consideration of one dollar and
allowing that corporation to acquire other
properties and artifacts. At the same time,
the college loaned the total collection of
artitacts to the museum corporation for
a period of ten years, subject to renewal.

Under the terms of this agreement and
the leadership of Dr. Marion J. Nelson.
the museum entered a period of phenom-
enal growth. Luther College appointed
Protessor J. R. Christianson as Assistant
Director to represent the interests of the
college under the new contract, and Dar-
rell D. Henning, a graduate of the Coop-
erstown program, became Curator in 1969.
A Museum Studies program at the college
has given academic support to the museum.
In 1973, the museum became one of the
early institutions to be accredited by the
American Association of Museums.

During the last decade, the museum has
published an impressive series of books.
pamphlets, brochures, recordings, posters,
and cards, as well as issuing a regular
newsletter and maintaining a book store
and gift shop. Numerous special exhibits,
demonstrations, conferences, and musical
programs have been sponsored by the mu-
seum, and it has played an important part
in Decorah’'s annual Nordic Fest during
the last weekend of July. Traditional Nor-
wegian cratts have been revived through



classes in rosemaling, woodcarving, em-
broidery, weaving, and other skills. Mem-
berships have been established, with spe-
cial categories and newsletters for rose-
malers and genealogists. In short, the mu-
seum has become a place to do things, as
well as to see things. This has been sym-
bolized by a new name, “Vesterheim.” the
Norwegian-American immigrants name
tor their home in the New World.

Collections have grown no less dramati-
cally. A stone mill from the 1850s and a
Norwegian Methodist church from the
1860s have been acquired and restored.
Several other historic buildings near the
museum have been acquired. A pioneer
smithy and a dwelling from Valdres, Nor-
way have been added to the open air
collection. During the past year, in cele-
brating the Norwegian-American Sesqui-
centennial, the main museum building
has undergone a $500.000 restoration and
modernization, and all exhibits have been
redesigned.

When King Olav V of Norway otticial-
ly reopens the main building on October
14, 1975, as part of his sesquicentennial
tour of Norwegian America, he will wit-
ness the fact that Vesterheim has grown
Into an institution attuned to the “New
Ethnicity” of a new generation. It has be-
come a center tor all who value vitality,
('i‘;llxlhlllllllhlli]‘l_ cultural diversity. simple
quality in domestic furnishings. and an

honest, natural way of life. |

—
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A smith at work attracts a crowd to the restored
Norwegian-style blacksmith’s shop, part of Vester-

heim’s open-air exhibit

COurtesy ol

Viesterheim
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to form one of the first open-aitr
muscums in the United States.
I'his year, the cabins will be mouved
to the site of Vst rheim
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IHE GOLDEN AGE OF LUREN

oy J. R Christianson

Singing societies were a popular kind of social
orgamization in Norwegian cities of the nine-
teenth century, as they were in Germany and
elsewhere in Scandinavia. They were primarily
an urban phenomenon, and in Norway, they
originated in the capital city of Christiania (now
Oslo). Three male choruses—one each of stu-
dents, craftsmen, and merchants—were organ-
ized there around the year 1845. From Chris-
Liania, the concept of male chorus as combined
musical and social organization spread rapidly
to other Norwegian cities and towns. Before
1570, it reached the urban Norwegian settle-
ments in the New World.

Luren Quartet, founded in 1868, was the first
Norwegian-American male choral society. A
Singing society named Idun was organized at
Luther College in 1869. Chicago and LaCrosse.
Wisconsin both had Norwegian-American male
choruses by 1870, and scores of other cities and
towns followed in the years to come. Luren was
reorganized as a larger chorus on March 17,
I5374 and has had a continuous history to the
present day.

These early Norwegian-American singing so-
cieties were purely Norwegian organizations, and
they had direct ties with similar organizations
in the Old Country. Pastor Vilhelm Koren. who
ispired the orcanization of Idun, had sung in
the students’ chorus in Christiania in 1845. Hart-
ig Engbertson took the name of Luren from
that of a singing society he had known as a
boy in Christiania. Luren’s oreatest baritone in
later years, O. W. Holm, and its greatest di-
rector, Carlo A. Sperati, were both natives of
Christiania. Likewise, the repertory of the Nor-
wegian-American male choruses consisted of the
Same four part Scandinavian songs that were

sung by their compatriots in Norway, composed
by Lindeman, Nordraak, Griee. and others. The
very song books were imported from Scandinavia.
By the 1880s, there were so many of these
male choruses in America that they began to
hold annual conventions or sangerfests. a tradi-
tion that has continued to the present day.
When Luren Singing Society celebrated its
centennial in 1968, J. R. Christianson was com-
missioned to write a centennial history. The fol-
lowing is an excerpt from that history, treating
the first decade of the twentieth century. It
gives a lively picture of urban social life among
the second generation of Norwegians in north-

eastern lowa.

Early in the forenoon of Thanksgiving
day, 1900, three large, horse-drawn wagons
rumbled out of Decorah, Iowa on the
northward road. They bore the 11 active
members of Luren Singing Society—E. M.
Sunnes, O. W. Holm, John Jackwitz, Carl
Larsen, H. C. Hjerleid, O. P. Rorvig, Louis
Helgesen, N. N. Quandahl, Axel Bergh.
John S. Alstad, and B. E. Johnson—to-
gether with two passive members, B.
Anundsen and Professor R. R. Monrad,
and the clarinetist, M. J. Soukup. Druggist
Quandahl had “provided each wagon with
two kinds of medicine,” as Anundsen later
reported in Decorah Posten, so that the
throats of the singers would not suffer in
the late autumn cold, the one “to be taken
two spoonstul every third mile, and with
the other, the throat should be rinsed
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every halt hour. These prescriptions were
tollowed taithfully.”

Atter tive “pleasant” hours on the road,
the three wagons rolled into Spring Grove,
Minnesota. The singers enjoyved a good,

warm meal at the hotel, and then they

went over to the new opera house and
put on a concert for “the largest gather-
ing ot people ever witnessed” in Spring
Grove, according to the Herald, “fully
tour hundred and tifty people.” The pro-
gram included songs by Luren, two clar-
inet numbers by Mr. Soukup, and a song,
as well as a piano solo, by a daughter of
Pastor Reque. A banquet following the
concert was attended by over 150 guests,
and the speeches, dining, and fellowship
lasted tar into the evening. “There is some-
thing strangely magnetic about Luren,”
recorded the Herald, “and they never fail
to captivate, completely, their hearers.”

With such an enthusiastic reception, it
1s not surprising that an annual Thanks-
giving concert in Spring Grove became a
regular part of Luren’s calendar during
the early years of this century. Hesper
and Harmony, Mable and Cresco, Kendall-
ville and Calmar also became the scenes
of Luren concerts. The group usually
travelled by horse-drawn wagon but some-
times by train, and they always made a
splendid outing of the out-of-town con-
certs. Their hosts always staged a festive
banquet following the concert, with
speeches and song, lots of good Norwegian
tood and fellowship. The hosts either paid
the expenses or shared receipts after a
certain guaranteed amount to Luren, and
these concerts raised much of the money
needed to send Luren to sangerfests in
those years. Thus they rode off in high
style to the Sioux Falls Sangerfest of 1902
in a private Pullman car, even going so

tar as to bring their wives along. They
also travelled to the LaCrosse Sangerfest
of 1906 by private railroad car.

Luren had a vaudevillian side that was
given tull rein in those vears around the
turn of the century. “Ole Olsen and Ching
Foo performed on the slack wire (Ching
[Foo was Louis Larsen), and sometimes the
entire Luren chorus dressed up in costume
tor a Chinese march and song. On other
occasions, the Roman Gladiators, Marius
and Sulla, appeared on the program, or
L.uren would be spelled by the Mandolin
Club, the Tobiason Harp Orchestra, or
Protessor Haldor Hanson and his violin.
A group ot rough looking hoboes might
burst into the room and commence to per-
form on instruments made of soap cases
and cigar boxes—they were the “Hard-up
Kvartet,” E. M. Sunness, N. N. Quandahl,
John Alstad, and Ole P. Rorvig. There was
also a Nisse Quartet of youngsters, a group
called the trolls of Dovre Mountain, and
an elaborate performance of a wedding
testival from Hardanger, billed as tive
scenes with “music, games and spring
dances. A chorus of thirty voices in na-
tional costumes. New scenery.”

All in all, there was an aura of good fun
and joie de vivre over those fleeting years
from 1900 to 1905 that make them a kind
of golden age of Luren. There were par-
ties, outings, and picnics accompanied by
shooting and fishing as well as song and
tood. Sometimes Luren got together with
Frohsinn, a German society in Decorah,
or with Det Norske Selskab and Symra tor
such events. They were also in frequent
contact with the other, newly-formed Nor-
wegian singing societies of the area. Laer-
ken in Calmar and Gauken in Naseth were
both active by 1902, and from 1909 on-
wards, there was an active orgamization

{
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I'he Luren Singers as they appeared in an carly twenticth-century photo. All of those pictured,
one, macde the trip to Spring Grove in 1900 (courtesy of the
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known as the Winneshiek County Sanger-
torbund. consisting of Luren. Laerken.
Gauken, and Grieg from Nordness, which
put on concerts and held outings together.
There were parties during these years to
honor B. Anundsen and Professor Haldor
Hanson, and there was even some involve-
ment in politics, naturally enough on the
side of the Republican Party.

The political involvement started with
Congressman Gilbert Haugen’s presence
at the Luren anniversary festival in 1899
- Decorah. Two years later, Haugen ar-
ranged Luren’s successful tour to his home
town of Northwood. In 1901. Senator
Knute Nelson of Minnesota visited De-

corah and was serenaded by Luren. In

1902, Luren accepted money from the Re-
publican Central Committee to sing at
political gatherings in Calmar and De-
corah, and in both cases, the speakers were
Congressman Haugen and other promin-
ent Norwegian-American politicians. Most
of the members seem to have shared a
bias towards the Republican Party, though
at least one, Rorvig, refused to go to the
gathering in Calmar, saying that “he had
mnu*t]'tim_{ better to do.”

A benetit concert for the Luther Col-
loge Museum was held by Luren in the
1901.
Protessor Haldor Hanson arranged the

Grand Opera House on April 17,

program and contributed to it with his
violin; he was director of the college band
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as well-as curator of the museum. Luren
sang in English and in Norwegian. Sunnes
and Holm sang a duet. Mr. Soukup played
a clarinet solo, and Mrs. Jessie Ervin-
Marsh contributed a piano solo. The pro-
gram ended with four numbers by the
Luther College Band, including opera
overtures by Verdi and Rossini. Decorah
Posten called it “One of the best concerts
we've heard in a long time,” but the at-
tendance was disappointingly meager. As
Luren well knew, it took Chinamen and
spring dances, and refreshments after the
show, to turn out a big crowd in Decorah
during those years. As for Professor Han-
son, he and his two colleagues, Reque
and Bothne, were all made honorary mem-
bers of Luren in 1904, although Hanson
left Decorah in that same year.

John Jackwitz had been president of
LLuren almost continually for more than
a quarter ot a century by 1901, and when
the spring election of officers was held on
March 6, the old warrior “informed Luren
in a little speech that he felt obliged to
resign as an active member,” pleading that
he “felt old and tired, and no longer had
the old glad humor.” He was unanimous-
ly elected an honorary member of the
society, and Holm succeeded him as presi-
dent, with Quandahl as vice president,
Carl Larsen staying on as secretary, and
Hjerleid as treasurer. Jackwitz continued

to attend Luren affairs as long as he lived
in Decorah. He spent his last vyears in
Lyngblomsten Home in St. Paul. where
he died in 1926.

Other veterans of Luren were honored
by their comrades during these years. Thus
Carl Larsen, the little bookbinder with
the big walrus moustache, was presented
with a gold-headed ebony walking stick
in January ot 1901. He was the secretary

The original Luren Quartet, forerunner of the larger

Luren Society (courtesy of the Winneshiek County
Historical Society Collection, Luther College Li-
brary, and Luren Society).

of the society, and his volumes of minutes,
written in a clear hand and flawless Nor-
wegian, always with a dry sense of humor,
are basic to the history of Luren Singing
Society in its greatest years. Sunnes, with
his immense beard and basso profundo
voice, was serenaded by Luren and pre-
sented with a splendid meerschaum pipe
on the occasion of his forty-ninth birthday
in September of 1901. A man of lively
wit and a vivid imagination, he was the
lite of Luren’s programs during that era.
He had been director of Luren 1879-1885,
relinquished the job to Carlo A. Sperati
in 1885-1886 and to Julius J. Hopperstad
in 1886-1892, then took over again in the
years 1892-1905. Sunnes also directed the



construction of sets and backdrops for
plays, skits and farces, organized the Nisse
Quartet, and made the instruments for the
Hard-up Kvartet.

Holm was another veteran. Both he and
Sperati were married to daughters of Ole
G. Hottoss, who played a lively Norwegian
fiddle till close to his nintieth year and
had been a stalwart tenor in the very
early days of Luren. Holm was a baritone
and often sang solo. He was also the one
who wrote the skits and plays, and he
was president of Luren from 1901 almost
continually until his retirement in 1909.
He rejoined in 1913 and remained an ac-
tive singer until his death in 1929. Mrs.
Holm was also a tireless supporter of
Luren, and not merely with the many de-
licious Norwegian dishes which she and
other women brought to Luren picnics,
parties, and programs. She was a member
of the Luren Ladies Quartet organized in
1904 with Mesdames Holm, Quandahl,
and Arneson, and Miss Haugen. She served
as secretary of the Luren Ladies, partici-
pated in the Hardanger wedding tableaux,
the skit about the trolls of Dovre Moun-
tain, the children’s party held in the Luren
clubrooms in 1904, and many other Luren
events.

Other members of Luren during those
years included Ben. Johnson Klingenberg,
first tenor, 1900-1902; Adolf Hansen, first
tenor, who joined in 1901; Ivar Hove, first
tenor in 1902 and again from 1904; Blak-
stvedt, Linnevold, and Dotseth, first tenors
from 1903; Agrim A. Lee, second tenor
beginning 1903; Duffie Hansen. A. Ber-
ger, Ole Winger, and Jos. Hopperstad, all
tirst tenors who became active in 1904:
G. A. Bolstad, baritone, 1905-1906; Jens
Lee, baritone, beginning 1906; Mr. Bal-
dani, tenor, who on the day of his election
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in 1907 “was invited by the president to
sing a solo, which he was willing to do”:
S. Nilsen and J. B. Linde, baritones from
1907; O. L. Hamre and J. L. Hamre, sec-
ond tenors from 1907; O. L.. Anderson and
Lars L.. Moe (died 1908), first tenors from
1907; as well as Emil Johansen, Dr. O.
Boe, and Thorson. Quandahl, Holm, Sun-
nes, and Carl Larsen were all named hon-
orary members in 1908, and Hjerleid was
in 1910.

As men grew old in the service of song,
so did material things, and the Luren
banner trom 1874 was among them. By
the beginning of the twentieth century,
it was worn with age, and in 1901, Luren
began to discuss the acquisition of a new
one. President Holm and Banker Hjerleid
raised pledges of $159 in the Decorah
area, and Luren voted on January 2, 1902,
to order a banner priced at $156 from
the Fjelde sisters of Minneapolis from
whom the society had received a number
of sketches. These renowned sisters sewed
tor six or seven weeks, and on March 24
the new banner arrived in Decorah via
American Express. It was displayed to
the society at the meeting of March
26 and publicly unveiled before an en-
thusiastic tull house in the Grand Opera
House on Friday evening, April 18, 1902.

A Note on Sources

This article was taken from a manuscript his-
tory of Luren Singing Society 1868-1968. com-
missioned for the centennial of the society 1n
1968. Sources came mainly from the unusually
rich and L'{'}lIl[]It_']H'[']Ni‘h't* archives of the soclety
Besides scrapbooks of clippings, cards, reviews
and programs going back to 1874, and the orig-
inal secretaries’ protocols since 1884 (kept in the
Norwegian language till 1943), these archives
contain many photographs of Luren, its club-
rooms, sangerfests, and the like, from 1868 to the
present. These materials are currently deposited
in  the Winneshiek (.'nllltt}' Historical Soc 1ety
Archives. Other artifacts associated with the so-
ciety, are deposited in Vesterheim the Norwegian-
American Museum
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The program that evening included songs
in English and Scandinavian by Luren,
two eight-handed piano pieces (Mendel-
ssohn, C. M.
Decorah ladies, and two selections by the
Luther College Band. Mayor F. W. Daub-

ney then took the stage and delivered

von Weber) by four voung

presentation address betore unveiling the
banner.
English for

new Luren replied with a song

written in the occasion by
J. J. Hopperstad, the tirst verse of which
ran:

Glorious banner, now unfold thee,
To the breeze thy beauties fling.
All enraptured we behold thee
While we gather here to sing.
Strengthen our determination.
Give us courage for the fray,
Grant that hope’s sweet inspiration
In our souls may never die.
down,

When the died

Luren ended the program with a lavish.

ovations finally

new production of the Wedding Festival

in Hardanger. From that day until Luren’s

1968. the 1

ters’ banner waved above the Luren Sing-

centennial year of Fielde sis-

hangs in the
Norwegian-American Museum beside its

mg Society, and it now
predecessor.

A new clubroom was next. In November
of 1902, a committee was appointed to
look for a better locale. and in December.
they reported that the third floor above
the National Bank was available for $75 a
On December 17, all of the active
members except two went up to look. They
sang a trial song in the empty room and
soon thereafter

year.

signed a contract to rent
three years. By January of
1903, they had agreed to share the club-
room and costs with Det Norske Selskab.

the locale for

Grand Con cert

At Lymie Hall Tues ay Ew Fed. 11 1909

By the Luren S ) ety of ‘Deco !
assisted b '\ M (‘..-.‘ i!{ II':H 1Ist, and 1l
( l.'lt']'r-l?*.il SJ.HL \‘\ | & rrormers,
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PART 1.

I. Moonlight on the Lake A. White
LUREN.

2. Piano Solo Selection

MISS COYLE.

3. Min lilla Vraa (My little Cabin) J. Sandstrom

Barvtone Solo—0O. W. HOLM u:nlLllth

4, Chinese Song

CHING FOO.

5. Gluntarne (Duet) G. Wennerberg

O. W. HOLM and E. M. SUNNES.

6. Hor oss Svea G. Wennerberg

LUREN.
7. Piano Solo .. % Selection
MISS COYLE,
8. The Owl and the Pussy Cat.. - R. de Koven
LUREN.
9. Sleight of hand Pé{f?{%}&ﬂfﬂ,
... F. Mohring

10. Up Broder up (Gallop)

LUREN.

11, Stars of the Summer N:Eht A. M. Thatcher

000000000000

PART IL

12 Slack W 00w

13. The Mountain King and his'I_}warfs

DWW ;’sHl' CHORUS.

{)LE - DL,_"'“( )N,

T'he program presented by Luren in Cresco. Note
the vaudevillian influences supplied by Ching Foo
anc the Dwarf Chorus (courtesy of the Winneshick
County Historical Society Collection, Luther College
Library, and Luren Society).
and in March of 1903, the two societies
There were the usual rounds of
decora-

moved in:
house warmings, and some new
tions as well, including portraits of Sun-
nes, Holm, and Carl Larsen in gold frames,
by the local artist, Arne K. Berger. The
total property of the society was listed in
the secretary’s protocol for 1908 and ap-
praised at $742.75. It included a piano
and piano chair, music stands and song

books book

innumerable

and a case.




framed pictures of Luren, of various ‘sang-
ertests’ and of other Norwegian-American
singing societies, portraits of the Nor-
wegian royal tamily, one leather uphol-
stered chair, two marble topped tables. a
sofa, 16 common chairs and two long
tables, one banner, one old banner. one
golden harp, a stove, and many other
things, acquired through the vears since
1868. They still did not have everything,
though, for when Luren entertained in
the clubroom, they had to borrow the
dishes belonging to Det Norske Selskab.

By 1905, times were changing and grow-

Ing more nationalistic. In the Luren club-
rooms, as among Norwegians everywhere
in the world, there came to be more and
more talk of politics. This gay singing
society, with its carefree skits and its pic-
nics and outings, and its motto of Eoen
ornoielse (“Self satisfaction”). began to
grow serious. Solemn discussions. solemn
patriotic songs, large Norwegian flags and
heavy bunting in the Norwegian national
colors, long-winded speeches and lectures
made their way into the meetings of Luren
in those vears. Ties with Norway, which
had long consisted of fond memories. let-
ters tfrom the family, and an occasional
summer vacation trip, now began to take
on a more oftticial character.

50 it was with Norwegians everywhere
n the world. Great things were happening
at home: independence from Sweden was
in the air. Every Norwegian knew that
mdependence would come in one way or
another, but the question was whether it
would come through warfare and blood-
shed, or by peaceful means. The tense
anxiety ot those years around 1905 helped
to build up a great wave of national feel-
g, and that feeling swept the Norwegian-

American colonies. Luren and Decorah in-
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cluded, with as much power as it swept
the Old Country.

The sixtieth birthday of Edward Grieg
m 1903 gave a tocus to this national re-
surgence among lovers of Norwegian
music. Luren staged a Grieg festival on
June 15, 1903, and they also sent the
composer a birthday gift ot 20 Norwegian
crowns, together with a letter in Norwe-
gian, hailing Grieg as “the world’s great-
est living composer.” Two months later.
President Holm received a postcard of
thanks, written in Grieg’s own hand, which
1s preserved in the scrapbook of the so-
clety.

When Norwegian independence finally
came by peacetul means in 1905, the joy
m Decorah was as boundless as in Chris-
tiania. Prince Carl of Denmark was elected
to become king ot the new realm under
the name of Haakon VII. His coronation
took place near the grave of St. Olaf, in
the cathedral of Trondheim, in June of
1906, and two passive members of Luren,
K. I. Haugen and B. Anundsen, were pres-
ent as representatives ot the society. They
presented His Majesty with a splendid
document of congratulations trom Luren.
rendered in polychrome and golden letters
upon parchment. In return, the delegates
were awarded the Royal Coronation Medal
in silver.

Back in Decorah, the Norwegian na-
tional tervor reached a kind of peak at a

“Syttende Mai celebration sponsored joint-

ly by Luren and Det Norske Selskab in
one of those early years ot the century.
Decorahh Posten wrote that “we cannot
remember having celebrated a similar
testival in this country with a more na-
tional stamp than this one. The locale was
tastetully decorated with Norwegian and

American colors, which looked unusually
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fair and inviting in the glow of the newly
installed gas lighting.” Professor Thrond
Bothne lectured on the meaning of May
17 to Norwegian history. Next came
Luren with “Ja vi elsker dette Lan-
det” and other national songs, followed
by Professor Haldor Hanson, who played
a selection of Norwegian national songs
on his violin. The main address of the
evening was by Professor Gisle Bothne.
and it “treated national song and was
really more in the form of a popular lec-
ture than an after dinner address. . . . It
was from first to last a penetrating appeal
to a Norwegians best national feelings
and thoughts. With powerful, immediate
examples, the speaker illustrated how the
idea of nationality—which is the great
undertone bursting forth with such power
in national song—has been one of the
tundamental elements in the history of our
people.” Still another speaker came after
that, Mr. K. Thompson, who talked about
some of the obscure local poets of Har-
danger and Voss, and recited their verse
in witty dialect. Finally, Luren sang again,
and then everybody joined in the splendid
repast which the ladies of Luren and Det
Norske Selskab had prepared. There was
song and music and conversation far into
the night, until old John Jackwitz. whose
birthday was May 17, humorously told the
assemblage how the day should be prop-
erly celebrated. Professor Siewers ended
the evening with a few warm words for
Ole Bull, “one of the most norske Norwe-
gians who ever lived.”

Along with the heavy, self-conscious
spirit of Norwegian nationalism. a new

T'he banner of Luren made by the Fielde sisters
and first unfurled in 1902. The relic is now pre-
served among the collections of Vesterheim (cour-
tesy of Vesterheim).
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generation shouldered its way into Luren.
One by one, the fun loving Old Guard
passed out of the picture. Jackwitz was the
tirst to go in 1901. Holm resigned in the
heat of a squabble in 1909, and Sunnes
succeeded him as president but stalked
out of the very next meeting when more
controversy arose, and apparently never
came back. He and Carl Larsen resigned
m January of 1910, and Hjerleid resigned
in 1909. Luren did not lose its vigor, how-
ever, with the passing of the Old Guard.
New members flocked to the society: O.
N. Quandahl, Fagerli (bass), Carl O. Hagen
(bass)™and @> @ Termo (second tenor)
m 1910; Einar Josephsen, E. E. Berg, and
Protessor Bjarne Svanoe the year follow-
Ing. In July of 1910. Luren Singing Society
was mcorporated as a legal entity in the
state of Towa, and a new set of bylaws
replaced those from 1885.

Only the problem of a director seemed
to stand in the way of the society’s pro-
gress. Sunnes had held the job more or
less continuously since 1892, but his health
was poor and he asked to be relieved in
March of 1909. Since “Professor Sperati
would not assume the directorship of

Luren under any circumstances” (Luren
minutes, March 2, 1909), old J. J. Hopper-
stad, who had served temporarily as di-
rector of Luren as early as 1886. took up
the baton again and held it until 1911,
but then he could do no more.

Between January and March of that
year, President Boe of Luren negotiated
with Professor Carlo A. Sperati, and to a
special meeting of the society on March
10, 1911, he was finally able to report
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that “he had now gotten a reply from Prof.
Sperati and he asked for 5 dollars for
every time Luren meets to rehearse. and
a similar sum for each time he meets for
rehearsal with the Winneshiek County
Sangerforbund, that is, an average of 3
meetings each month with Luren and one
with the Sangerforbund.”

LLuren accepted the offer. On March 14.
1911, Carlo A. Sperati directed a rehearsal
ot Luren Singing Society for the first time
n 25 years, but not for the last. This time
he stayed at the podium for a third of a
century, and Luren entered a new era in
its history: the Sperati Era. ]

S
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Al LUTHER COLLEGE, 1877/-188]
by A A Veblen

Andrew A. Veblen like his famous brother, Thor-
stein B. Veblen, went to Carleton College, and
both of them followed an academic career after

agraduation. The similarities do not go much
further. Thorstein was a brilliant, volcanic

scholar who led a tempestuous life and carved
out a reputation as one of America’s great social
critics. Andrew was a good family man and an
orderly person who pursued a distincuished
career as professor of physics at The University
of Iowa. Thorstein’s writing style was a pas-
sionate chaos of ideas and images. Andrew’s
was precise, pensive, and clear.

Andrew Veblen spent four years on the faculty
of Luther College before going on to the uni-
versity. During these years, he seems to have
seen an older colleague, Thrond Bothne. as his
bane. Sheer clash of personality was certainly one
reason why they could not get along. Perhaps
Bothne reminded Veblin too much of his broth-
er Thorstein. Bothne for his part may have seen
in Veblen something of the smug Yankee arro-
cance that could make life so miserable for an
immigrant. Differences in age, education, and
cultural preferences played their part.
Bothne had been born and educated in Norway;
Veblen
American environment but had been educated
in a Midwestern citadel of New England folk-
ways. Veblen was temperate, young, and tidy;

also

grew up in a bicultural Norwegian-

Bothne was a shaggy, bearded giant who liked
a sociable drink.

Both Veblen and Bothne were farmer’s sons.
not the scions of established middle class fam-
ilies like Vilhelm Koren

Though their social aspirations were similar, their

and Laur. Larsen.
cultural aspirations were diametrically opposed.
Bothne related to his colleagues insofar as they,
like him, wanted to preserve what was best in

Norwegian life and culture. Veblen related to
them insofar as they realized, as he did, that
an accomodation to Anglo-American cultural
values was a necessary corollary of living in
North America.

Long after he had left Decorah and the
faculty of Luther College, A. A. Veblen wrote
the following memoir. It is a lively sketch of
personalities and episodes of urban life among
the Norwegians of northeastern Iowa during
the pioneer generation. Veblen was a thought-
ful writer, deft in delineating situations and in-
dividuals, and he also shared something of his
brother’s insight into the driving forces behind
a given soctal situation. These characteristics
lend and air of verve, immediacy, and credibil-
ity to his memoir, even though it was actually
written long after the events described. This
edited version of the memoir is shorter than the
original, and punctuation has been altered slight-
ly in places for the convenience of the reader.

[ received my bachelor’s degree at Carle-
ton College, June 27, 1877. The corner-
stone of the main building of St. Olaf Col-
lege was laid on July 4 following. I was
present at this ceremony and met several
of the leading men of the Norwegian
Synod, who were gathered in Northfield
to participate in the festivities of the cor-
nerstone laying. On the following day, 1
made a trip in southern Minnesota (Rush-
ford, Lanesboro, Spring Valley) to look
up some high school vacancies of which
friends had advised me. On my return to
Northfield some two days later, I met

R -




there Reverend B. J. Muus and Professor
L. 5. Reque of Luther College. They in-
formed me that such the
Luther College faculty, including Presi-
dent Laur. Larsen, as were in Northfield
at the St. Olaf exercises. together with
Mr. Muus, Reverend N. A. Quammen,
and perhaps others who were especially
nterested in the college. had held a con-
terence on the matter of finding some one
who could fill a vacancy at Luther Col-
lege, and that they, Muus and Reque, had
been (I("]{‘Iﬂlttt‘{] to ascertain whether 1
would be willing to accept the position
it tendered me,

members of

My answer was that T was willing to
undertake such a position as they had in
mind, and Professor Reque undertook to
inform President Larsen of the result of
our mterview.

In a tew days, I received from President
Larsen a letter of date, July 10, 1877. of-
tering me the place. On receiving my let-
ter accepting, he wrote again. July 30th,
outlining briefly my duties. Among these
he insisted that T should have the class
beginning Latin, Sexta. which was the des-
ignation of the class entering the school.
The classes were known as Prima, Secun-
da, &c., down to Sexta, the course cover-
Ing six years of preparatory and college
work.

The assignment of any class in Latin to
me, and most of all that of the beginners.
was a surprise to me. The truth of the
matter was that no one on the staff was
willing to take it, and as the taculty had
the Llll[]l()l'it} to make up the program.
and I was not present to make a protest,
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.‘HH!J‘! [ A Vi ;J!I o s [H
fele Hffr,f of Luther Colle 2

appeared while on the

they simply decided to make me take it.
But I had heard remarks from different
persons who had been educated either in
Norway or at Norwegian and German in-
stitutions in America, including President
the effect that the
classics, and especially Latin, were not

Larsen himself, to
taught properly and thoroughly and were

learned at American higher

The

LLatin at Luther College was to be Nor-

not well

schools. medium of instruction in
wegian, by a Norwegian textbook. and 1
had had no school in Norwegian and was
unfamiliar with the erammatical terms 1
should be obliced to use in conducting
recitations in the Norwegian language.

In view of the {l{*l'{JL{;li{}l'}. remarks made
]'l}' l]lt‘ (‘litxx {li- [11€1) u']ln were to IH' [y
colleagues, about American institutions of
learning such as Carleton College in which

[ had received my training, and especially
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as the untavorable opinion concerning
American schools was applied to the whole
system and the methods pursued in them,
my selection to fill the vacancy at Luther
College was an entirely unexpected sur-
prise. But I was slightly acquainted with
Mr. Muus, and of course my pastor, Mr.
Quammen, vouched for my being safe as
to character and orthodox in faith, and
the tavorable regard of these two men, as
well as others like Professor Reque, of my
acquaintance, seems to have decided the
Luther College people to make the experi-
ment using a man whose entire training
had been received in one of these selfsame
American colleges. As soon as my appoint-
ment was settled, I obtained a copy of
Voss's beginners” book in Latin and sought
to prepare myselt for the unwelcome task.

In August, about the 20th, we [Veblen
and his wife| arrived in Decorah, where
neither of us had ever been before, and
we were very hospitably received by Presi-
dent Larsen and his family, and we re-
mained their guests until our house was
ready tor us some four or five days later.
At Luther College, it was then the prac-
tice to turnish the members of faculty
living quarters. Bachelors were supplied
with unfurnished rooms in the college
building or elsewhere, while married teach-
ers were given a house or a suite of house-
keeping rooms, in addition to the stipu-
lated cash salary. Just outside the campus
to the east was the property, “Sunnyside,”
which had been occupied by Professor
Siewers. This was assigned to us as our
residence.

During the few days that we stayed
with the Larsens, there was one thing
which we learned and which was charac-
teristic. We knew that among Norwegians
in America it was the custom to speak of
the wite of a minister or other professional

man as Fru So-and-so (Fru Larsen, Fru
Muus, &ec.). It seemed that in the college
circle this title was used to discriminate
between the ladies in some way by de-
noting some simply as Mrs. There were
Fru Larsen and Fru Bothne, but Mrs.
Jacobsen. Later, there was Mrs. Narvesen.
In some way, it was a graduation in which
Mrs. was an indefinable degree lower than
Fru. We knew this distinction to be ac-
cepted in the country congregations, where
the wives of farmers and other common
folk were Mrs. So-and-so, while the minis-
ter's wife was Fru——. When President
[Larsen met us at the station on our arrival,
[ introduced my wife to him as Mrs. Veb-
len. But when we came to be presented
to his wife, he designated her as Fru Veb-
len, and in all the four years of our stay in
Decorah she was, among the Norwegians
there, always known as Fru Veblen. Being
par excellence the “Americans” of the tac-
ulty this was singular, especially in view
of the fact that other professors” wives had
to content themselves with the designation
of Mrs. while others in the faculty circle
received the more coveted title of Fru. In
our case, the thing probably came about
through the accident of the president’s
using the word Fru when we arrived.
Reverend V. Koren. one of the foremost
leaders of the Synod, resided a few miles
out from Decorah. He was a frequent visi-
tor at the college and an important mem-
ber of the men who formed the college
sphere. On the day we were to move into
Sunnyside, Mr. Koren happened to be in
town. He theretore came over, accom-
panied by President Larsen, to pay his
respects to the new college family. I had
gone “down town~ on some errand and
accordingly was not at home. But Koren
afterward related what took place. With
a plane which I had brought along, and




an old saw and a hatchet which I had
found about the house. I had that morn-
ng constructed a kitchen table out of
lumber from one of the boxes in which
our goods had been shipped. I had found
a rusty pair of hinges upon an old piece
of wood in the yard and had used them in
supplying the table with a leaf. The table,
on my hurrying away down town, was left
in the kitchen, surrounded by the chips
and shavings resulting from the process
of construction. Mr. Koren spied the table
and the shavings &c., and the tools used
and wanted to know whose handiwork it
was. On being told, he inspected the table
trom all sides, taking a good, long time
to do so. Then he turned to President Lar-
sen and made the remark, “Han er prak-
tisk. Jeg liker praktiske folk” (“He is a
practical man. I like practical folk.”). The
incident was fraught with much good for-
tune to me, for Mr. Koren became my very
good friend and on various occasions his
Interest in me served me well.

Another man of some consequence there
was Proftessor Thrond Bothne, who was
regarded with a curious mixture of fear
and respect because of the rugged and
sometimes rough element of his personal-
ity, and who for still other traits was like-
able and liked. He was an extreme case
of the professional Norwegian of that time.
and the worst he could say of one was
that he was “Americanized.” Having come
there as an American, or rather the Amer-
ican of the faculty, I naturally enough
wondered what judgment he made as a
consequence of the hardly polite looking
over that he gave me when I was intro-
duced to him. But it happened that he had
been the instructor in the beginning Latin
(Sexta) the year before, and I soon called
on him and asked him to explain to me
his method and to advise me on any points
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Rev. Vilhelm Koren, a pastor of great influence
among local Norwegians in northeastern lowa. He
wears the traditional collar of the Luthern f‘!f'?{{f{
(courtesy of Vesterheim)

he thought would be helpful to one who
was inexperienced. He seems to have been
considerably flattered, and he gave me a
long lecture on the whole subject of teach-
ing elementary Latin. I gained his liking,
and flattering remarks that he made to
others about me were repeated to me, and
tor the tirst year of my stay at the college,
[ retained the good will of
Bothne even though I was an “American.”

I)Y{}[(‘SS{)[

This may be taken to mean a good deal.
tor his constant criterion when questions
of practice or policy arose, as in faculty
meetings, was: thus we do “at home”
(“hjemme ), and he cared not at all what
the practice in a given case might be in
American institutions. Neither did he seem
to accept as decisive what might be the
practice or custom of the Germans, whose
opinions in those days

standards and

counted for so much among the leading
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lights at the college, as well as among the
theologians and laymen generally of the
Synod.

Besides the class in beginning Latin,
my work consisted chiefly of the instruc-
tion in English—grammar, composition,
rthetoric—in the four classes Quarta to
Sexta, and the two Normal classes, and
penmanship in the lower classes. T had
twenty-six hours of instructing each week
through the year. As I anticipated, the
Latin proved hard work. Sexta was a large
class, more than sixty in the beginning.
Few of them had had any systematic train-
ing in school, and it fell to me to do the
major part ot the work of “breaking them
in.  In Latin, English, and writing, the
classes were in my hands twelve fifty-
periods each week,
which was very nearly half of their total
mstruction. Teaching this untrained and
miscellaneous flock of country boys was
hard work, though they were not at all

minute recitation

ditficult to handle, and very naturally.
to get them interested in such a subject
as Latin might be expected to be especial-
ly ditticult. Th task was of course particu-
larly hard for me, who had no experience
i using Norwegian as a means of instruc-
tion and was unfamiliar with the special
Norwegian terminology of grammar. But
the class as a whole proved apt. They
took hold of the work with a will and
gained somewhat of a reputation particu-
larly for their proficiency in declensions
and conjugations. But I was after that one
vear relieved from any further teaching
ot Latin.

My chief branch was to be English, and
[ knew that my work would be largely
judged by the sort of English the boys
came to speak on the campus. I therefore
made it a rule to speak no Norwegian to
the students in or out of hours (except in

Prof. Thrond Bothne, Veblen’s bane (courtesy Luther
College Archives).

the Latin class), and I exacted of them
that they should speak English to me. Such
a course seemed necessary enough. When
I came there, I think English and Norwe-
gian were used to about an equal extent
among the boys on campus. Larsen,
Brandt, and Bothne never spoke English
to the boys. The intercourse between the
other men and boys took place in one
language or the other—indifferently. The
language used in the various games or
sports would also vary. But baseball could
hardly be played except in English. It was
the chief sport cultivated at Luther Col-
lege, and I believe one is justified in
crediting the gradual Americanization of
the college partly to the influence of this,
the "national” game. One could hear Nor-
wegian used by the croquet players, and
even in the old fashioned foot ball playing
Norwegian was heard to a considerable




extent. I am speaking of the usages as |
found them at the beginning of my first
vear there.

M. J. L. Lee was then manager of the
Lutheran Publishing House of the Synod.
He was a Civil War veteran and took
much interest in the young men of the
college. Largely owing to his encourage-
ment, a movement was started in the fall
of 1877 to form a voluntary military com-
pany in the college. A majority of the
older students joined, and the company
started with a membership of about sev-
enty-tive. By the bylaws, all officers were
elected by the company. Mr. Lee was
chosen captain; Professor Reque tirst lieu-
tenant; Olaf Larson, a student. second
lieutenant. Professor Bredesen was elected
tirst orderly sergeant; three more ser-
geants and several corporals were also
elected. Being a “new” man., I took no part
in the organizing, but as soon as the of-
tices were filled, T applied for member-
ship, and being admitted as a private,
began to drill in the first lessons in the
school of the soldier. Partly because 1
had had some training in gymnastics.
marching, and evolutions, and partly, 1
have always suspected, because it did not
look right to have a member of the taculty
without some “office,” the position of

tifth sergeant was created and the I)l;l('{‘
was ottered to me. I think this was due to
Captain Lee’s suggestion. We had no arms
to begin with, but we took hold of “set-
ting up  and all exercises and evolutions
of the company with a good deal of earn-
estness and no little success. As might be
expected, however, many dropped out for
various reasons or on various pretexts. I
drilled in all sorts of capacities, taking the
place of different officers when they were
absent, even of the lieutenants. And when
the second lieutenant after a short time
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resigned, I was elected to take his place.
By this time, we had organized a cam-
paign ftor raising money to buy equip-
ment, as the captain’s efforts to get arms
and accoutrements supplied by the ZOV-
ernment had failed. With two hundred
dollars contributed by students and oth-
ers, we bought fifty muzzle loading mus-
kets that showed abundant signs of hav-
ing seen hard service, together with tifty
belts and cartridge and cap pouches. The
ofticers supplied themselves with the reg-
ulation dress swords and belts. In the mat-
ter ot unitorms, the most that we could
put through was the requirement that
each should wear a blue uniform cap
which in shape was much like the officers’
caps now (1918) used in the army. One
of the tirst tloor rooms in the “Chicken
Coop or annex was set apart as an Arm-
ory, and gun racks were put along three
ot its walls. The possession of arms and
accoutrements and the wearing ot the
unitorm cap gave the company a distinct
standing, and for several years no place
was long vacant in the number of fitty
to which the membership was virtually
limited by the number of available stand
of arms,

When the company was formed. there
was a good deal of study on an appro-
priate name, but in the absence of any
ilL‘(‘t'l)tillI]{‘ suggestion, the question was
postponed until atter other matters of
organization were disposed of. At the

A Note on Sources

A. A. Veblens manuscript, At Luther College
1877-1881,  is the property of the Minnesota
Historical Society and is printed here with the
Bracious  permnission of that Society ['h 111d1l-
\..trllit F:.l.\ ot I'ﬂr"k!"".‘-h been 1.'!'1"{“}”';! }H]T
portions ot it were quoted in David T. Nelson
!_'r.f;nr (_'.--,}.'rp 7 f““"‘ll" I'.'""*." l}ﬂ-']‘i}'l llit}nf (“]_
lece Press. 1961 and in Leola Nelson Bergmann
\mericans from Norwaty |I:'|'L|.l‘i’]i hia |. B I"i:'
pincott 1950
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T'he Luther College Phalanx (courtesy Luther Collegoe

tirst meeting held after my admission, the
matter of a name came up for discussion.
A great many names had been proposed
and more were suggested at that meeting.
Having been called on by some one to
make a suggestion, I said, why not call it
the Phalanx? No decision was made at that
meeting, but at an adjourned meeting a
day or two later, the name “The Luther
College Phalanx™ was adopted.

[t was my purpose to get as fully and
intimately acquainted with the boys as
[ might, and for that reason, I made it a
point to miss no meeting and no drill of
the Phalanx.
the captain was unable to be present, and

There were times when

the tirst lieutenant was not very regular
his attendance, being hindered occa-
sionally, tor one thing, by an ailment of

the throat. And when both these officers

were absent, it fell to me, and not infre-
quently, to assume charge. We had com-
pany drill twice a week when we could.

Archives).

but at least once a week anyhow; and
squad drills as often as the sergeants and
corporals could get their squads as-
sembled. Once a week, the non-commis-
sioned otticers were drilled by the cap-
tain or one of the lieutenants. The men
worked with no little enthusiasm and be-
came quite protficient both in the manual
of arms and marching. We took part
in the Memorial Day parade in the spring
of 1878 along with the military or N.Y.
Company ot Decorah, and were com-
mended by the officer of that company
tor the showing we made.

During my tirst year in Decorah, the
taculty consisted of President Laur. Lar-
sen, Reverend N. Brandt, Reverend C. D.
Narvesen, L.. S. Reque, Rev-
erend A. Bredesen, A. A. Veblen. Mr.
Brandt was the pastor of the church and
could only give half time to the college.
He instructed in religion and singing. Ex-
cept in English as a subject and in mathe-

Jacobsen, C.

———— —

e ———— e

. e — -



matics, practically all the instruction, up
to this time, had been conducted in Nor-
wegian. There had developed a party
within the faculty in favor of so changing
this matter of language that class instruc-
tion should be more fairly shared between
the two languages. By the changes which
had been going on, the “English” party
had been gradually strengthened. and as
I was naturally looked on as an accession
by them, they took the matter up for ac-
tion during this vyear.

A committee of which T was secretary
brought in a report which was adopted
after slight amendments. Reverend V.
Koren attended the meetings at which
the report was considered and took a
prominent part in the discussions. The
result of this action was to divide the
time of employing English and Norwe-
gian, as the medium of class instruction.
about equally between the two. Perhaps
the most important change was that of
taking the instruction in Greek out of the
Norwegian and making it an English sub-
Ject. To this change in the relative stand-
ing ot these two languages in the college,
there was no strenuous objection. It was
the inevitable consequence of the process
of Americanization going on among the
people of Norwegian origin as it worked
out at the college. At the time of my leav-
ing Decorah in 1881, English had prac-
tically displaced Norwegian as the lan-
guage of the campus and largely so in the
everyday intercourse between the student.
as well as among those of the teachers
who had been reared in this country.
Many glaring Norwegianisms in use on
the campus had disappeared, such as
free-day, free-quarter, to “have free,”  to
write dictates, ceased to ottend the ear.
But in many important matters the col-
lege continued long to be patterned on
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Norwegian (and German) practice and
methods. Standards appealed to and prec-
edents cited were those of Norway rather
than of America, that is by the older men
whose education had been attained main-
ly in Norwegian institutions. Perhaps the
most extreme was Th. Bothne, who at that
time was bitterly opposed to all things
American in school methods and practice,
and who invariably cited the custom or
rule that was applicable “hjemme.”
Students who were less than eighteen
years of age were not allowed to smoke
tobacco. Smoking was forbidden to the
students in all parts of the college, but
a room had been set apart in the so-
called “Chicken Coop,” in which those
over eighteen might smoke. Most of those
entitled by age to the use of pipe (or
cigar) therefore spent some part of their
leisure time in this room. It became a
sort of informal social center. The smok-
ers effected definite organization, to which
they gave the name Niffelheim.” T am not
sure, but I believe the room itself had
been dubbed Niffelheim before the organ-
ization was made. Niftfelheim had its by-
laws and officers and was a sort of ex-
clusive club. The members sometimes had
tormal programs, a written periodical, and

other features in the ways of festivals. Al
this was calculated to make the younger
students long for the day when they might
attain the age and the accomplishment
which constituted qualification for mem-
bership.

But there were some who did not smoke
il]tl]{lll}_{ll of smoking age. Virtua
cluded from Niffelheim with its social

ly ex-

teatures and companionship, these, to-
gether with the minors under eighteen
conceived the idea of forming a club of

Niffelheim is a region known as the “World of
Mist® l[or smoke] in traditional Old Norse mythology
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non-smokers, which they gave the name
Muspelheim.® They obtained the use of a
room on the ground floor of the main
building to serve as a club room and read-
ing room, which was supplied with maga-
zines and papers bought with the dues
of members. This took place during the
I877-T78.
heimers one day called and tendered me

year A delegation of Muspel-
honorary membership in the society. I
understood this to be because 1 was at
that time the only member of the taculty
did not
smoke, and the idea was that I should

except President Larsen who

act as an official representative of the
taculty.

The college year regularly ended at the
close of June. The annual meetings of the
Synod were held about the middle or just
atter the middle of the month. The mem-
bers of the college faculty were expected
to attend, and the week of the Synod
meeting was given the students for re-
view of the half year's work, and the ex-
aminations took place on the return of
the teachers from the Synod convention.
Some member ot the faculty was of
course lett in charge to look after the stu-
dents during this season of review. It was
a duty which was considered both diffi-
cult and unpleasant and quite thankless,
and no one desired the detail or assign-
ment. The Synod met in 1878 in Stough-
ton, Wisconsin. All the teachers wished to
attend. Some one moved that I, as the
junior member, should be detailed to be in
charge during the absence of the others.

Accordingly, I was left in charge of the
college for about eight days. It did not
take long to develop matters for disci-
pline. Some of the “upper class” or older
men began to smoke in the class and
dormitory rooms and, in answer to the

*Muspelheim is the mythical “World of Fire.”

complaints made, held that this was vaca-
tion time and the rules against smoking
in the building were thereby suspended.
But my ruling against them put an end
to the trouble. In the next place, a num-
ber ot Seniors (Prima men) openly pro-
posed to violate the rule of study hours
)y taking croquet mallets and balls and
going out upon the croquet ground in
tfront of the college to play. The quartette
that attempted this breach of discipline
were two of the sons of one of the pro-
tessors, the son of the virtual leader of
the Synod, and a man who was generally
prominent as a malcontent. When I called
their attention to the rule which they
were violating, they said they had studied
till they were tired and could see no rea-
son for my interference with their recrea-
tion. On my saying that I could not allow
them to display their infraction of the
rules and asking them to go back to their
rooms or disappear at once in the woods,
their spokesman, the son of the clergyman,
said, "Oh, well, let us go,” whereupon
they threw down the mallets and went oft
into the woods bordering the campus. At-

ter these incidents, which took place re-
spectively the first and second days of my
administration. there were no further ser-
ious attempts at breaking rules. One other
incident may be related as indicative of
what boys sometimes would do. The stu-
dents who were of age were required by
the local “road boss™ to work out their
poll tax in West Decorah, but in order to
cause as little interference as possible with
their studies, he arranged it so that the
day or two they worked fell within this
week of reviewing. It happened that year
that these men were given work in the
road leading north up the ravine near the
Mill Spring. By this piece of road stood
one of the saloons (l(?sigl'led to give a last



chance for a drink to such as were driving
out into the country,
returning

The first evening the

student road members

quite lively

were
in their behavior and there
was a suspicious odor accompanying them.
The next day, I took a walk to the top of
the hill overlooking the road. I stood
there in full view of the boys if they hac
chanced to look up, and was seen by the
pathmaster who was directing their work.
Presently two of them went over to the
pump by the roadway in front of the
saloon, pumped a cupful of water. smelled
of it and poured it out, and walked into
the saloon. When they came out. some of
the others went in, and these were fol-
lowed by others until the eight or nine
boys there had taken turns at entering.
The pathmaster several times looked up
at me, but none of the boys looked up
and so they did not see me. In the eve-
ning, they came back to the building as
the students were L,lt]l{llllj_' to go down
to the dining room, and they came march-
ing up the walk, boisterously tramping
and with loud exclamations. In fact. they
showed considerable ill mannered hilar-
ity, which they continued for a while in
the washroom downstairs.

I went down
to them and silently looked on until

profound silence took the place of the
noise. Some of them became VEI'Y Serious,
and they all ate their supper in glum
silence. The next morning, one of them
asked me whether I had a list of the com-
pany of the day before. I told him 1
needed no list. He asked whether I should
report them to the president. I said. of
course. Of course you were all drunk?”
[ said. “Of course we were.” “But
don't think you'll see any more of this
yehavior,”

he said.

he said. For the re maining days
that the college students worked on the
road that week, the pathmaster assured
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me, no one went into the saloon again.
“steward-
sped along busily and pleasantly.

At the tirst faculty meeting after. I was

The seven or eight days of my
ship”

asked to report and mentioned the inci-
dents related above, together with other
matters. Unexpectedly, my report was char-
acterized as an attack upon the behavior
of the boys by none other than Professor
stating that the case
of the boys required an advocate, pro-
ceeded, as I took it
such an advocate or

Reque, who after
in the character of
attorney to
question me and to express doubt as to

CIrossSs

the truth or accuracy of my statements.
ending up by declaring he should not
consent to such “spying” on the students
while at work and supposed to be on their
honor. [ listened in

parliamentary silence, and then appealed

To this angry tirade,

to the president for protection against fur-
ther abuse. The president then said that
heard substantially the
same account from the boys themselves

he had already

as that given by me in regard to all the
incidents I mentioned. And he commended
both my own report and the successful
way I had tilled my place.

The last few weeks of the summer vaca-
1878,
tather's, helping with the harvesting and
stacking of the Those of
leagues who heard of this tried to dissuade

tion I proposed to spend at my

grain. my col-

me from such a course. They argued that a
teacher could not safely do such hard physi-
cal work without injury, and that I should
probably render myself unfit to do good
work in my calling when the term opened.
[ did, however, go home and did a man’s
full work, Marsh
harvester and later in building some torty
And 1

believe I proved myself quite fit for the

both in l)itl(lin;.{ on the

stacks of grain on fathers farm.

indoor work of teaching when the school
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year began. There were doubts expressed
as to the accuracy of my story that I had
bound and stacked as a regular harvest
hand, but fortunately, one of the students
worked for one of our nearest neighbors
and corroborated my story as having daily
seen me at work as I claimed. I had a dis-
tinct impression that my engaging in man-
ual work in that way was not exactly ap-

proved by such of my colleagues as were
bred in the traditions of the old country,
that it was not really good form for an
educated man and a teacher to do ordin-
ary work such as harvesting, and the idea
that it would be unhealthy was probably a
corollary to the class prejudice against an
educated man's demeaning himselt in
such a manner.

Bothne’s last pronounced attempt at
humiliating me took place during the sum-
mer of 1880. Professor Reque was then
away from Decorah, “travelling for his
health.” While he was gone, the faculty
met at my house for the purpose of passing
on the program of recitations for the year
1880-81. I had one year earlier stated to
President Larsen that I thought it was
time to turn over to me the work in Eng-
lish in Secunda and Prima (junior and
senior years). When I was appointed in
1877,

reserved for Professor Reque for the time

the English in these classes was

being, as it was not considered wise to
turn this work over to one just out of
college, and I was told by Larsen at the
time that when I had got established at
the college, the transter of this work to
me might be etfected. When in the sum-
mer of 1879, I spoke of the matter to the
president, he said he disliked at the time
to take it up with Reque because the latter
was not feeling well, and he begged me to
let it pass for the time being. But now,

at the faculty meeting held at my home in
1880, when I asked that the work in ques-
tion be shifted to me tor the coming vear,
Bothne made an abusive attack on me,
accusing me of being “grov’ (“coarse”) in
seeking to take advantage of an absent
member who moreover was sick. On my
stating I had mentioned the matter to the
president a year before, which the latter
acknowledged was true, Bothne indulged
in further personal flaying of me. I did
not in my own sitting room wish to pro-
voke a scene such as I feared an answer
might have incited, and kept quiet, limit-
ing myself to the statement that if it were
not for the inconvenience it might cause
the college, and because it was too late
in the year to hope to find another teach-
ing position that year, I should certainly
resign, and I stated that the coming aca-
demic year was likely to be my last at
Luther College. As usual, no one present
took issue with Bothne, for fear of an
unpleasant scene. The president made no
effort to protect me. No one made any
motion, and the subject of course was
dropped.

After the meeting, I received from tac-
ulty members privately expressions of
regrets for the way I had been used, but
these statements were Sil'lll)[}' private, and
in them my self control under such pro-
vocation was favorably commented on.
The president sometime later said to me:
“Of course you did not mean that you
intend to resign, that was surely a threat
under the heat of feeling.” I then told him
[ should quit at the end of the year and
advised him to begin looking for a suc-
Cessor. []



COMMENTARY

One of the better ideas to emerge from the wel-
ter of plans and programs and propaganda sur-
rounding the celebration of the Bicentennial is
the American Issues Forum, co-sponsored by the
National Endowment for Humanities and the
American Revolution Bicentennial Administra-
tion. The idea is simple, but important. Through-
out the coming months Americans should be
attuned to the issues which face us today and
which have been faced since 1776. The Forum
program asks that we, as a nation, engage in a
serious discussion of the fundamental ideas of
our society. In other words: what is America?

To spark interchange on this widest of all pos-
sible questions, the American Issues Forum has
drawn up a calendar which proposes that Ameri-
cans think about special questions during speci-

fied time periods. The calendar runs from Au-
gust 31, 1975 to May 29, 1976. There are no
groups to join in order to participate, and any-
one may organize in whatever way they wish
to engage the issues. Both institutions and in-
dividuals are invited.

During the coming months The Palimpsest
will attempt to coordinate at least part of its
contents with the schedule of the American Is-
sues Forum. From late August until late Sep-
tember the topic was “A Nation of Nations,”
which focused on the many streams of national-
ities which have flowed together to form the
American nation. The happy coincidence of the
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Nor-
wegian immigation to these shores brings the
three topics to the fore.

For more information contact:

Barry Porter
State Library
East 12th and Grand St.
Des Moines, lowa 50319

or

Phil Shively

[owa Humanity Program
Room C201 East Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52240

CONTRIBUTOR:

J. R. CHRISTIANSON is Protessor and Chairman ot
History at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. A
native of Mankato, Minnesota and a graduate
of the University of Minnesota, his special inter-
ests are Scandinavian history and immigration.
He has written more than a score of articles
on Scandinavian subjects. He has crossed the
Atlantic several times to study in Norway and
Denmark, to visit friends and relatives includ-
Ing those of his Danish born wife, and to keep
his young sons bilingual. He has served on
various professional committees and is current-
ly a member of the Executive Committee of the
Norwegian-American Historical Association and
Assistant Director of Vesterheim, the Norwegian-
American Museum, as well as a “Symrianer” and
past president of Symra Society. In 1968 and
again in 1975, he served as chairman of the
committee that arranged visits to Decorah of
His Majesty Olay V King of Norway.




THE GIFTING SEASON APPROACHES—THINK American Classic

Even though the leaves are only beginning to assume their fall colors and
the frost is just now nipping at the greenery of summer, it is not too
early to begin planning your gift list for year’s end.

As a member of the State Historical Society of Iowa you have a great
opportunity to purchase inexpensive but attractive and valuable gifts—
copies of Larry Lafore’s American Classic. This beautiful book on Iowa
City’s history and architectural heritage will gladden the hearts of those
who receive it. Illustrated with more than 80 of the author’s black and
white photographs, the book tells the story of how buildings reflect the
values and circumstances of a developing Iowa community. The large
format volume (9%2"x11") is an impressive chunk of history.

Members may purchase at a 20% reduction from the retail price. Fill
your gift list with copies of American Classic. Of course, the best gift
is a copy for yourself.

regular price: cloth, $5.95; paper, $3.95
PRICE TO MEMBERS: CLOTH $4.75
PAPER $3.15

Send orders to: American Classic
State Historical Society of Iowa
402 lowa Avenue
[owa City, Iowa 52240

The State Historical Society of lowa is a Division of the lowa
State Historical Department, a state agency created by the Sixty-fifth
General Assembly. Along with the Society the Department includes
a Division of Historical Museum and Archives (formerly Iowa Depart-
ment of History and Archives) and a Division of Historic Preservation.




