
The Political Potpourri

T h e  Iow a political kettle  bubbled vigorously  in 
1935. U ndoub ted ly  the principal legacy be­
queathed to posterity  w as the w ork  of the F o rty - 
sixth G eneral A ssem bly. T h ro u g h o u t the year, 
how ever, a  sw arm  of potential D em ocratic, R e­
publican, and  o ther office-seekers hustled around  
Iowa, berating , proclaim ing, and  apologizing.

F o r the first time in tw o generations the D em o­
crats found them selves in control of both houses 
of the legislature w hen the F o rty -six th  G eneral 
A ssem bly convened a t D es M oines on January  
14th. It w as a typical Iow a A ssem bly, com posed 
mainly of farm ers and  law yers. W h ile  the D em o­
crats had lost s treng th  in the H ouse of R epre­
sentatives they  still outnum bered the R epublicans 
fifty-eight to fifty. In the Senate  they  held a 
favorable balance of tw enty-seven  to tw enty- 
three members.

A num ber of vital problem s faced the assem bled 
legislators. G overnor H erring  proposed the crea ­
tion of three new  S ta te  departm ents: a pu rchas­
ing departm ent, a safe ty  departm ent, and  a w el­
fare departm ent —  none of w hich received legis­
lative approval. O th er problem s dealt w ith  poor
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and  unem ploym ent relief, liquor control, taxation , 
m ortgage  relief, and  biennial appropria tions.

So difficult and  vexing w ere the problem s con­
fronting  it, so b itter and  a t times v ituperous the 
debate , th a t the F o rty -s ix th  G eneral A ssem bly 
gained the dubious honor of rem aining in regu lar 
session longer than  an y  previous A ssem bly. 
W h e n  the sm oke of ba ttle  cleared  aw ay  and  the 
“ fighting F o rty -s ix th “ ad jou rned  on M ay  3rd, it 
had been in session 110 days.

O n e  of the m ost controversial subjects w as the 
chain sto re tax  bill. D esigned  to handicap  that 
type of m erchandising  as well as to provide needed 
revenue, the act levied an unusually  heavy tax 
upon the gross sales of each chain in addition  to 
a specific tax  upon each unit. T h e  gross sales 
fea tu re  aroused  m uch opposition and  in N ovem ­
ber, 1935, a U n ited  S ta tes  D istric t C ourt declared 
it to be unconstitu tional.

T h e  solution of the liquor problem  has per­
plexed Iow ans since pioneer days. T h e  F o rty - 
fifth G eneral A ssem bly w restled  earnestly  w ith 
this problem  follow ing the repeal of prohibition. 
In 1934 a new  m ethod w as au thorized  —  the sale 
of all in toxicating liquor, except beer, by  the S ta te  
governm ent. A n experienced commission of three 
men w as appoin ted  in 1934, stores w ere prom ptly 
established, and  revenues began  to accrue. Before
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the first year ended C hairm an H aro ld  M . C ooper 
had given a large num ber of seals to J. L. F arm er 
of C edar R apids. F arm er w as fined $1000 in 
F ebruary , 1935. C ooper himself w as convicted 
of violating the S ta te  liquor law  but th a t decision 
w as later nullified by the Suprem e C ourt. In 
M arch  the S ta te  E xecutive Council dem anded 
that C ooper explain his conduct or resign w ithin 
tw enty-four hours. C ooper ignored the dem and.

M eanw hile legislators learned tha t Sioux C ity  
w as a bootleggers p a rad ise” and  th a t the speak ­
easy still lingered in D ubuque. T h e  D ecorah  
Journal com pared the “ handling of hard  liquor” 
w ith the “ handling of dynam ite” . T h e  N ash u a  
Reporter  believed tha t conditions w ere even w orse 
under S ta te  liquor control than  in the days of pro ­
hibition or the open saloon. “T h e  S ta te  of Iow a 
as well as the federal governm ent” , w arned  the 
N orthw ood A nchor, “will find the revenues d e ­
rived from intoxicating liquor sales by  the drink 
will be b itter revenues.”

In the m idst of these difficulties the G eneral A s ­
sembly appointed  a special committee to “ investi­
gate the operation of the Liquor C ontrol A c t” . 
V erne M arshall, crusading  editor of the C edar 
R apids G azette , testified before the committee tha t 
the “beer joints and  b ro the ls” of Sioux C ity  w ere 
dom inated by the “most pernicious system  of crime
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and  racketeering  ever set up in Io w a” . O n  April 
26, 1935, H aro ld  M . C ooper resigned.

C h arg es  of g ra ft an d  corrup tion  w ere b rough t 
ag a in s t the law  enforcem ent au thorities of Sioux 
C ity  an d  W o o d b u ry  C ounty . V ern e  M arshall 
shouldered  the b ru n t of the a ttack  w hich ultim ate­
ly b ro u g h t indictm ents ag a in s t A tto rn ey  G eneral 
E d w a rd  L. O ’C onnor, W a lte r  F . M aley , and  
fo rty -th ree  o thers on charges of gam bling con­
spiracy. C oun ty  A tto rn ey  M ax  E . D uckw orth  
w as forced to resign  an d  w as la ter pu t in jail for 
contem pt of court in refusing  to testify . T h e  first 
trial ju ry  d isag reed , 10 to 2 for acqu itta l of 
O ’C onnor, M aley , and  eighteen others. In a sec­
ond trial, in January , 1936, a d irected  verd ict of 
acqu itta l w as o rdered  on the g rounds th a t P ro se ­
cuting A tto rn ey s H . M . H av n er and  M . E. R aw l­
ings should not have been p resen t before the g rand  
ju ry  during  the investigation  of the charges. 
M eanw hile , M aley  had appealed  to the S ta te  Su­
prem e C ourt to overru le the refusal of Judge E arl 
P e te rs  to quash the indictm ent. A fte r review ing 
the circum stances, the high court held th a t the in­
d ictm ent w as invalid. T h e  d ay  before this deci­
sion w as rendered , E d ito r V ern e  M arshall w as 
aw ard ed  the P u litzer P rize “ for the m ost d istin ­
guished public service rendered  in 1935 by any 
A m erican n ew sp ap e r” .
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C om edy and  pathos, honesty  and  deceit, have 
m arked the path  of the O ld  A ge A ssistance Law  
as its first full year of operation w as com pleted in 
1935. A t least one app lican t for aid w as a form er 
millionaire. A n old lady  in Polk C ounty  w ho had 
been on relief for ten years had her application 
cancelled w hen it w as found she had property , 
stocks, an d  bonds valued a t approxim ately  fifty 
thousand dollars. In several instances pensioners 
decided to get m arried in o rder to pool their slim 
resources. O ne pensioner su rrendered  a K ansas 
farm. O th ers  have been know n to m ake property  
transfers to prevent the filing of a lien. A t the end 
of the year 50,599 had m ade applications, 14,874 
had received pensions, and, sub tracting  deaths, 
cancellations, and  w ithdraw als, 29,637 app lica ­
tions w ere still pending. D uring  1935 the average 
m onthly pension w as $13.50, the average age w as 
over seventy, and  the total d isbursem ents w ere 
$1,853,217.83. A bout a th ird  of the people did not 
pay the special poll tax  levied for this purpose.

T h e  only progress in the direction of a S ta te  de­
partm ent of safe ty  w as the creation of the Iow a 
H ighw ay  S afe ty  P atro l under the direction of the 
Secretary  of S tate. T h e  act au thorized  the em ­
ploym ent of not more than  fifty-three highw ay 
patrolm en w ho m ust be physically and  m entally 
fit, citizens of Iowa, of good moral character, and
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not less than  tw enty-five years  of age. N o t m ore 
than  th ree-fifths of them a t one time m ay belong to 
the sam e political party . T h e  sa la ry  of the p a tro l­
men w as fixed a t $100 per m onth w ith a five do llar 
increase each y ear until the m axim um  of $125 is 
reached. A  school for instruction  w as begun on 
June 15, 1935, w ith  n inety-seven  men present. 
E igh ty -n ine  com pleted the w ork  and  fifty w ere a p ­
pointed. S ub ject to call a t any  time and  w orking 
a minimum of seven ty -tw o  hours a w eek, Io w a’s 
na ttily  a ttired  patrolm en have p layed a conspicu­
ous p a rt in traffic im provem ent.

A n index to political confusion w as the varied  
ch arac te r of the leaders w ho visited the S ta te  in 
1935. H u ey  Long “b la s te d ” R oosevelt before the 
F arm ers H o lid ay  A ssociation in the S ta te  F a ir 
G rounds. H e  advocated  $5000 hom esteads for 
every  fam ily and  annual incomes above $2000.

P resid en t G lenn F ran k  of the U niversity  of 
W isco n sin  delivered a lecture on “Social D eci­
sions A h e a d ” a t the U niversity  of Iow a in June. 
H e  w as follow ed in July by  H a rry  L. H opkins w ho 
described the d istribution  of national income as 

rid icu lous” and  w arn ed  th a t huge incom es w ere 
doom ed. “W e  a re  no t going b ack ” , declared  the 
fiery head of the W P A , “ to the d ay  w hen the 
A m erican citizen did not get his sh a re .”

D r. F ran c is  E. T o w n sen d  spoke a t M arsh a ll­
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tow n and  D es M oines. Let us abandon  both old 
parties and  leave them to their nefarious devices” , 
he told his D es M oines audience. "I say  w e 
should join hands as a b ro therhood  of people and 
do the th ings necessary  to abolish poverty, crime, 
ignorance and  the lack of opportun ity  th a t goes 
w ith poverty .”

Speaking before a D es M oines luncheon aud i­
ence, N orm an T hom as expressed  himself as “ sym­
pathetic ’ w ith H en ry  A. W a lla c e ’s claim tha t 
agriculture should have the benefits th a t the tariff 
had given industry . H e d isagreed , how ever, w ith 
“subsidizing scarcity  in the nam e of abundance .” 
Back home to D es M oines came W a llace  himself 
to assail “reactionaries and  hell-raising boys w ho 
claim to represen t views of left-w ing farm ers.”

F ranklin  D. R oosevelt w as the dom inating po­
litical personality  in 1935. T h e  D ecorah  journal 
thought tha t staying in the “m iddle of the road 
w ith Roosevelt w as a “m ighty sensible program  
and slogan” for A m ericans. T h e  A lgona U pper  
D es M oines  hailed the P residen t as a “figh ter” 
and an “inspirational leader w ho refused to be 
dictated to by any  one group or unit of citizens.” 
W h ile  m indful of the P res id en t’s g rea t personal 
popularity  the G eorge N e w s  pointed out tha t “not 
all those w ho like R oosevelt like the D em ocratic 
adm inistration .”
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A s the year cam e to a close, how ever, a grow ing 
undertow  of opposition to R oosevelt could be d e ­
tected . T h e  A fton  S tar-E n terprise  a ttrib u ted  this 
to the P res id en t s “ failure to ca rry  out his p re ­
election p ro g ram “ . A  sim ilar grievance w as felt 
by the M an so n  Journal w hen it b itterly  re fe rred  
to a “ lot of new  prom ises“ in R oosevelt's  A tlan ta  
ad d ress . T h e  Pella  C hronicle  w as m ore ch a rita ­
ble: “ W e  a re  no t blam ing either H oover or
R oosevelt for the conditions. T h e y  sim ply m ade 
prom ises th a t w ere no t fulfilled."

B ew ildered  by their decisive d efea t in 1934, the 
R epublicans took inven to ry  in 1935 to see how  
best to retrieve their fortunes, w hile the D em o­
c ra ts  con jured  w ays and  m eans for a tta in ing  their 
th ird  consecutive biennial victory. T h e  C olfax  
T ribune  con tended  th a t “both parties w ould be 
b e tte r off if they  w ould  bring  in some new  blood." 
T h e  A lton  D em ocra t u rged  the “elim ination of 
E d  O 'C o n n o r and  C lyde L. H erring  from political 
office" in the June prim aries, and  the M aren g o  
P ioneer-R epublican  suggested  th a t if the R epubli­
cans w an ted  “an o th er terrific bea ting" they  should 
“nom inate some a lread y  b a ttle -scarred  w arho rse  
such as H oover, B orah or D ickinson".

By the close of 1935 political though t w as be­
ginning to crystallize. A  poll by  the A m erican In ­
stitu te  of Public O pinion in D ecem ber revealed
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that em ploym ent, econom y in governm ent, and  
neu trality  w ere considered the three g rea t issues. 
N ex t in o rder came such problem s as reduction of 
taxation, preservation of the constitution, ending 
the depression, less governm ental control in busi­
ness, repudiation  of the N ew  D eal, the T o w n sen d  
plan, labor problem s, farm  conditions, and  pen ­
sions. All these issues w ere debated  in the Iow a 
press. “Sane thinking people” , w arned  the 
T oledo  C hronicle  “are  going to w an t to know  
w hat they  get for their tax  m oney and  insist tha t 
they get a full d o lla r’s value for every dollar 
spen t.” T h e  Bellevue H erald  b randed  w ar as 
“horrible” . T h e  C larinda  H erald-Journal feared  
the possibility of the F edera l em ergency m easures 
becoming perm anent. “ N o b o d y ” , the H um boldt 
Independen t assured  its readers, “ is aga in st the 
T ow nsend  plan except those w ho d o n ’t believe it 
would w ork .”

T h ere  w as a minimum of o ld-fash ioned  mud 
slinging in 1935. M ost politicians had their ears 
to the ground listening for a shift of public opinion 
on the N ew  D eal. T h e  1936 cam paign w as still 
too far d istan t to w arran t committal on the T o w n ­
send plan or any  other panacea. P arties  and poli­
ticians w ere busy stradd ling  issues.

W illiam }. Petersen


