
The W eb of Life

A fte r passing  th rough  one of the m ost d ev as ta t
ing depressions, the people of Iow a m ust have been 
rem inded in 1935 of W a rre n  G. H a rd in g ’s cam 
paign  in 1920 to get “back to norm alcy” . M ore  
new  autom obiles, trac to rs, and  rad ios w ere being 
bought. M o re  telephones w ere being installed. 
T h e  movies en joyed  an  increase of a t least th irty  
per cent in a ttendance . C row ds flocked to parks, 
fairs, and  ath letic  contests. W h ile  the C C C  ex 
perim ented w ith  the face of na tu re , Io w a’s tw elve 
beau ty  schools sen t out an arm y of 802 new  beau ti
cians to perform  their m agic on the faces of w om 
en. T h e  s tead y  upw ard  climb in tax  receipts 
from gasoline an d  c igare ttes during  1935 w as 
proof positive th a t the m aterial w elfare  of Iow ans 
w as g rad u a lly  re tu rn ing  to par.

It w ould  be a m istake, how ever, to think only in 
term s of m aterial prosperity , for Iow a has a lw ays 
been rich in spiritual values. In pioneer days the 
pantheism  of A bner K neeland fell upon sterile soil 
in Iow a. M o st Iow ans w ere therefore  am azed to 
learn  th a t W a lc o tt  in Scott C ounty , a tow n of 400 
inhab itan ts, no vacan t houses, no movies, no per
sons on relief, and  no m unicipal debt, w as w ithout 
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a church. “ It is probably  the only com m unity of 
its size in the U n ited  S ta te s“ , w ro te  M arcus L. 
Bach, “w ithout a church building, church services,

or m inister.“
In Iowa, as in the nation, an appreciable gain 

w as m ade in church m em bership, as well as con
tributions, during 1935. N early  10,000 persons 
a ttended  the first C hurch and  Bible School D ay  a t 
M arshalltow n. T w enty-five hundred  m arched in 
a parade  tha t included th irty  floats and  several 
bands. A t S henandoah  in O ctober, over 1200 
S unday  school pupils from seven churches 
m arched through the dow n-tow n streets in the a n 
nual ra lly -day  parade. Bibles w ere carried  in ob
servance of the 400th ann iversary  of its printing 

in E ngland .
T he  m any church conferences th a t met in Iowa 

in 1935 w ere confronted  w ith the difficult prob
lems of ad justing  the services of the church to 
everyday life and  the social order. Speaking be
fore the m eeting of the Iow a-D es M oines C onfer
ence of the M ethod ist C hurch in Septem ber, D r. 
M erton  S. Rice of D etro it condem ned the “m ean
ingless p latitudes tha t filled m ost serm ons. 1 he 
church m ust do som ething about the problem s of 
the day, not m erely sit by in inactive com pla
cence“ , he asserted . Bishop F . D . Leete defined 
effective evangelism  as “getting  the church to
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know  the good new s of the gospel” , and  asserted  
there w as “ too much d ead n ess” in m ost m odern 
serm ons. D r. F o rn ey  H utch inson  of T u lsa , O k 
lahom a, before  the U p p er Iow a M ethod ist C on 
ference a t C ed ar R ap ids in Septem ber, gloomily 
b ran d ed  the em otional life of the people as ab n o r
mal and  w as convinced the church could not re tu rn  
to sp iritual w ays until conditions w ere changed. 
“T h e  m odern ch u rch ” , H utch inson  declared , “can 
not now  have a revival because its p rayer life is 
no t such as to m ake a recovery  possib le.” A t 
Fairfield  in D ecem ber 300 P arso n s C ollege s tu 
den ts conducted  a tw o -d ay  strike against com pul
sory  chapel a ttendance .

T h e  eternal quest for spiritual com fort w as m an
ifested  in m any w ays. A t D avenport H . }. N ie 
buhr enrolled in a correspondence course which 
prom ised to teach him how to establish  a tw o-w av  
com m unication w ith  G od. H e studied hard  on 
tw en ty  lessons w hich cost him nineteen dollars. 
A s the year 1935 came to a close he found the les
sons had failed to establish a direct com m unica
tion w ith the D eity . G rea tly  d istu rbed , he com 
plained to the postal au thorities, asking tha t an 
investigation  be m ade to determ ine w hether or 
not he had been d efrau d ed  th rough the mails.

W a lc o tt m ay not have a church, but m any of 
its people have doubtless sought divine guidance
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in prayer. N o t all Iow ans, how ever, w ere suc
cessful in their supplications. R alph Kemp, a 
tw enty-seven-year-o ld  D ubuquer, w as stranded  
in B urlington. H e w as hungry  and  co ld” and 
w anted  to return  w ith his family to D ubuque. In 
his hour of tribulation Kemp invoked divine help 
in prayer. A lm ost im m ediately his p rayer w as 
answ ered w hen he came upon an autom obile, un 
locked and  full of gas. W h e n  Kemp told his story  
to Judge James D. Sm yth of B urlington, the judge 
w as moved to adm it the efficacy of prayer. H e 
did not, how ever, lighten the ten -year sentence.

G rea t moral and political issues confronted  the 
people. Rem iniscent of the red scare” of post
w ar A m erica w as Elm er A. Johnson’s scathing in
dictm ent of socialism a t the U pper Iow a M eth o 
dist C onference. Before the same conference 
spoke D r. C larence T ru e  W ilson  of W ash in g to n , 
D. C., on the subject of tem perance. “ If w e m ust 
live in a land flowing w ith in tox ican ts,” he argued , 

the least public schools can do is teach our boys 
and girls the difference betw een w hat is w hole
some and w hat is poison. T h e  S unday  School 
must put back the quarterly  tem perance lesson, so 
every three m onths our young people shall learn 
the w ord of G od on the liquor problem. T h ere  
must be a total abstinence cam paign of education, 
persuasion and p ledge-sign ing .”
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Iow ans w ere deep ly  shocked to learn  of the 
dea th  of W illiam  A. S u n d ay  on N ovem ber 6 , 
1935, a t C hicago. Born near A m es on N ovem ber 
19, 1863, “ B illy’' S u n d ay  w as in ternationally  
know n as a g rea t evangelist. F ew  men have 
caused  m ore people “ to hit the saw d u st tra il"  and  
none w as m ore relen tless in a ttack ing  “ the devil 
an d  rum ".

A gnes Sam uelson, S ta te  S uperin tenden t of 
Public Instruction , w as elected P residen t of the 
N ational E ducation  A ssociation. H er S ta te  re 
port show ed th a t during  the year 1934-1935, 
422,052 of the 461,934 children in Iow a betw een 
the ages of seven and  sixteen w ere enrolled in 
school. A t the sam e time 541,095 of the 722,185
betw een the ages of five and  tw en ty -one w ere en 
rolled in elem entary  and  high schools. F o rty  
thousand  com pleted the eighth  g rade  in June and  
an o th er 25,000 g rad u a ted  from high school. R is
ing farm  income, im proved business conditions, 
and  F edera l aid boosted college enrollm ent. In 
July friends and  supporters of old T a b o r C ollege 
m et on the cam pus to listen to p lans for reopening 
as a non-denom inational self-help  junior college.

E arly  in M ay  some 50,000 pupils took one or 
m ore of the s tan d a rd  exam inations in high school 
subjects. A bout 1100 of the best then trooped to 
Iow a C ity  to com pete for individual scholarship
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honors under the auspices of the S ta te  U niversity . 
F ourteen-year-o ld  Lois Jeanne M ay  hew, a fresh 
man in Red O ak  H igh  School, w on first honors in 
academ ic achievem ent w hich gave her the title of 
“ sm artest high school pupil in Iow a” . It w as the 
fourth  stra igh t year tha t Red O ak  has carried  off 
highest honors, F lorence G reen of Red O ak  hav 
ing w on the three previous contests.

In N ovem ber C om ptroller C. B. M u rtag h  p re 
sented figures to show  th a t one-half of every tax 
dollar in Iowa is spent for education. N o r is the 
value of schooling discounted by the average Iow a 
student. M r. and  M rs. F ran k  Becker and  their 
daughter, R enetta, of N ashua , w ere visiting some 
neighbors w hen their house caught on fire. By the 
time they arrived, neighbors and  firemen had re 
moved m ost of the furniture. S uddenly  R enetta  
rem em bered her high school diplom a. D isreg a rd 
ing horrified w arnings, she darted  into the blazing 
house and em erged unharm ed a few  seconds later, 
carrying the prized certificate. “ I ve got it" , she 
cried trium phantly . T h e  next mom ent the upper 
floor crashed dow n.

A t Boone, on the o ther hand, a farm er w as 
hailed into criminal court, to explain w hy he had 
been keeping his son out of school. T estim ony 
w as presented to show  tha t th irteen-year-o ld  La- 
verne C raven had missed as m any as 103 days.
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H ow  much does it cost to send a boy to college? 
R obert E. R ienow , D ean  of M en a t the S ta te  U n i
versity , estim ated  th a t a s tuden t could live in the 
Q u a d ra n g le  tw o sem esters for $365.50, not inclu 
ding spending  m oney and  clothes. S tuden ts  in 
cooperative dorm itories have m anaged  on as little 
as $255 a year, w hile fra te rn ity  men can go 
th rough  the year for $582. But Lee K ann, U n i
versity  personnel d irector, w arned  studen ts  tha t 
w orking  their w ay  th rough  is not all it is “cracked 
u p ” to be. A ccord ing  to him, s tuden ts  “ go hungry , 
fail to get enough sleep, and  flunk their courses” 
just because they  try  to earn  a living and  go to 
school a t the sam e time.

A g rea t boon to s tuden ts  and  colleges w as the 
g ran t of $174,135.77 by the F edera l governm ent 
for S tu d en t Relief Em ploym ent. Based on a 
quota not exceeding tw elve per cent of their en 
rollm ent in O ctober, 1934, over six ty  colleges and  
junior colleges w ere able to assign part-tim e w ork 
paying an average  of fifteen dollars a m onth to 
s tuden ts  w ho otherw ise w ould not have been able 
to go to school.

T h e  eighty-first annual session of the Iow a S ta te  
T each ers  A ssociation opened a t D es M oines on 
O ctober 31st. Rabbi A bba H . Silver of C leveland, 
O hio, w arned  the 8000 teachers a ttend ing  tha t 

national d isaster is in the offing unless the people
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of the nation can produce intelligent and  moral 
political lead e rs / T h e  children of the nation must 
be “educated  for a new  d a y ” and  prepared  for ac 
tive participation in political life.

E. W . G oetch, d irector of the Iow a S ta te  
T eachers College placem ent bureau, p leaded for 
contracts aw arded  on the basis of merit. “ A nd 
m erit” , he pointed out, “elim inates political affilia
tions, personal friendships, blood relationships and 
the successes and  failures of a teacher’s m atrim o
nial s ta tu s .” In one school a teacher failed to be 
reelected because of the ire of the relatives of a 
pupil on whom she had inflicted corporal punish 
ment. In ano ther school tw o teachers w ere d is
missed because they gave low grades to d ilatory  
students. O pposition to unpopular dism issals of 
teachers w as reflected in studen t strikes a t M u sca 
tine, M ount V ernon , and Perry .

M eanw hile salaries rem ained far below the pre
depression level. D uring the fiscal year ending on 
June 30, 1935, expenses a t the S ta te  U niversity  of 
Iowa increased $432,739.82 despite the fact tha t 
instruction costs decreased $31,805.83. A p p ar
ently college teachers w ere expected to look for 
more stately  m ansions in ano ther world!

T h e  tenth annual high school music festival 
served as a m agnet for alm ost 5300 youthful 
musicians. M ason C ity  again  carried off honors
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w ith  eight superior and  eight excellent ratings. 
A braham  Lincoln of Council Bluffs ranked  second 
and  Iow a C ity  th ird . T w o  D es M oines schools, 
N o rth  an d  R oosevelt, trailed  close behind in 
fourth  an d  fifth places. T h e  festival included 
th irty -th ree  events in w hich a to tal of 285 supe
riors and  excellents w ere aw ard ed .

A t the N atio n a l School O rch estra  C on test a t 
M ad ison , W isco n sin , h ighest o rchestra l honors 
for C lass B schools w ere w on by Iow a City. 
A braham  Lincoln, R oosevelt, E ast W ate rlo o , and 
M ason  C ity  received superior ra tings in C lass A. 
T h e  S igourney  H igh  School o rchestra  tied for first 
place in C lass C. It is doubtfu l if any  S ta te  could 
show  g rea te r p rogress in musical education  than 
has Iow a during  the past decade.

T h e  six ty-p iece C ed ar F alls  M unicipal B and 
again  b rough t honor to Iow a w hen it w as de 
clared  cham pion a t the annual music festival a t 
C hicago  in A ugust. T h irty -tw o  b an d s com peted. 
T h e  C ed ar F a lls  band  w on first place in 1930. It 
did no t com pete again  until 1934 w hen it again  
w on h ighest honors.

D esp ite  the depression  Iow ans have no t fo rgo t
ten how  to laugh. S ix teen-year-o ld  C aroline 
G roves of W e b s te r  C ity  w on the hum orous divi
sion of the N ational D eclam atory  C on test a t Kent, 
O hio, in M ay .
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G enevieve Ries, tw elve-year-o ld  A lden, Iowa, 
girl, won the ten th  annual S ta te  Spelling Bee spon 
sored by the D es M oines R eg is te r , w hen she cor
rectly spelled “excoriation’'. T h e  dim inutive Iow a 
champion w as nonplussed in W ash in g to n . D. C., 
however, w hen she failed to com prehend the eas t
ern pronunciation of the w ord  “khak i” and  could 
finish no better than  fourth  in the N ational Spell

ing Bee.
Iow ans could again  view w ith pride the num ber 

of their native sons and  d au g h te rs  w hose nam es 
w ere recorded in W h o 's  W h o  in A m erica  for 
1934-1935. Am ong the S tates, Iow a ranked  sixty 
per cent better than  average as the b irthplace of 
A m ericans listed in this notable book. “O n  the 
basis of population” , D r. S. B. Laughlin of W il 
lam ette U niversity  pointed out, “ Iow a w ould be 
entitled to only 626 of the 31,081 nam es in the vol
ume.” O n ly  five sta tes —  V erm ont, N ew  H am p
shire, M aine, M assachusetts , and  D elaw are  —  
ranked higher than Iowa. D r. Laughlin believed 
that eugenists m ight view w ith alarm  the fact tha t 
the 1010 Iow a-born persons have only 1319 chil
dren. T h e  fact tha t more than half of those listed 
w ere born on farm s while only tw o are  now  on 
farms should cause sociologists even more alarm .

Iow a journalists have alw ays ranked  high in the 
profession. T h e  D es M oines R egister and Trib-
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une  w as aw ard ed  five first and  five second places 
in the annual n ew sp ap er advertising  con test con
ducted  by  E d ito r  a n d  P ub lisher . N o  aw ard  w as 
m ade to H . W . (W illy )  Brueckel, how ever, w ho 
besides publishing an d  editing th ree  new spapers 
—  T h e  } erico C om m unity  E cho, the C ream ery  
Journal, and  the W au co m a  Sen tine l —  keeps w ell- 
inform ed abou t th ings in his com m unity by  serving 
as W a u c o m a ’s b arb er on S a tu rd a y  afternoons.

T w o  veteran  n ew spaper men w ho knew  the 
smell of p rin te r’s ink and  w ho had  “w orked  hard , 
lived honorably , though t soundly, and  influenced 
unselfish ly” w ere honored w ith  the title of M a s 
te r E d ito r-P u b lish e r a t the annual m eeting of the 
Iow a P ress  A ssociation  in A pril, 1935. T h is  high 
distinction w as accorded  to John C. H artm an  of 
the W a te r lo o  C ourier and  M . A. A asg aa rd  of the 
Lake M ills G raphic,

M acK in lay  K antor, w hose best selling story, 
T h e  V o ice  o f B ug le  A n n , w as described by W il 
liam Lyon P helps as a “m odel” am ong “caninical 
w o rk s” , has no t fo rgo tten  his Iow a origins. But 
in H ollyw ood C laire D odd  claim ed she had for
gotten  w here she w as born in Iow a. W ith  com
m endable solicitude the county  clerk of Jasper 
C oun ty  furn ished both  the place and  d a te : B ax
ter, D ecem ber 29, 1911.

F a irs  and  Indian  pow  w ow s, centennials, p ag 
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eants, and  rodeos a ttrac ted  record-break ing  
crow ds in 1935. T h e  54,805 paid a ttendance  a t 
the M ississippi V alley  F a ir and  E xposition  a t 
D avenport in A ugust w as the largest in five years. 
T h e  C lay  C ounty  F a ir a t Spencer set a new  rec
ord of 156,050 persons visiting the six -day  exposi
tion. A  total of 342,150 a ttended  the ten -day  
Iow a S ta te  F a ir: this w as 80,000 m ore than  in 
1934, but 33,000 under the record set in 1930. A 
profit of over $30,000 w as a welcom e result. V ir 
tually  all records w ere broken a t the tw en ty -six th  
annual D airy  C attle  C ongress a t W ate rlo o . A 
capacity  crow d of over 40,000 in a single day  
caused the board  of d irectors to lay plans for con
structing a new  and larger hippodrom e in 1936.

T h e  first of a contem plated series of T u lip  T im e 
C elebrations w as inaugurated  a t Pella in M ay  
w ith three thousand persons in a ttendance. T h e  
tw enty-second annual pow w ow  of the M eskw akie 
Indians w as held in T am a in A ugust. A t La 
P orte  C ity  the following m onth a colorful parade  
featured the annual Jiggs day  celebration. T h o u 
sands a ttended  to d raw  their free rations of corned 
beef and cabbage. H oboes from the A tlantic  to 
the Pacific gathered  in B ritt on A ugust 22nd for 
their national convention. D irty  politics is said 
to have played no small part in the coup d 'e ta t 
w hereby “Scoopshovel Scottie” supplan ted  “ H a ir 
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b read th  H a r ry ” as K ing of the H oboes. A  crow d 
of m ore than  25,000 w as estim ated  to have w it
nessed  the W e b s te r  C oun ty  C entennial C e leb ra 
tion in A ugust. T w o  hundred  children  w ith  pets, 
ponies, deco ra ted  doll buggies, and  clow ns p a 
rad ed  in the S henandoah  F all Festival.

G a rd n e r C ow les, Jr. pu rchased  the body  and  
soul of F o rt D o d g e  s m ost w idely  renow ned citi
zen, the C ard iff G ian t, for approx im ately  $1500. 
A t N ew ton  a crow d of five thousand  a tten d ed  the 
ded ication  cerem onies for the swim m ing pool a t 
F red  M a y ta g  P ark . L ate in D ecem ber it w as a n 
nounced th a t the F edera l governm ent w as tra n s 
ferring  about 500 acres of scenic land south of 
M cG reg o r to Iow a for a S ta te  park.

Back in the nineties the fam ous q u arte t of Iow a 
farm  girls, the C h erry  sisters, rose to b izarre  fam e 
under n igh tly  b a rrag es  of cabbages, tom atoes, and  
eggs from paying  custom ers. In 1935 A ddie  and  
Effie C h erry  cam e out of retirem ent in C ed ar R ap 
ids to ap p ea r a t a n igh t club in a "g ay  n in e ty ” act. 
B lase N ew  Y orkers a re  prone to look upon m ost 
Iow ans as provincial d irt farm ers. A nd  yet, w hile 
Boston closed its doors on the production  of V a l
ley F orge, the S ta te  U niversity  of Iow a had  the 
effrontery  to produce the play. A gain , imme
d ia te ly  a fte r  M ay o r E d w ard  Kelly of C hicago 
barred  Tobacco R o a d  on grounds of im m orality,
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the show  enjoyed a ‘ five thousand  dollar g a te ’ a t 
its first perform ance in D es M oines. T o  Iow a 
also came the M onte  C arlo  Ballet R usse, the San 
C arlo  O pera , the Sain t Louis Sym phony O rch es 
tra, the C hicago Sym phony O rchestra , and  a host 
of o ther feature perform ances. T h e  spirit o j the 
play w as so infectious th a t even A. T . G reenw ood, 
of C harles C ity, relented and  saw  his first movie.

Iow ans by the tens of thousands a ttended  the 
various athletic contests. N o r w as the m atter of 
am ateur or professional stand ing  an index to in 
terest. H igh school contests w ere supported  as 
enthusiastically  as college gam es. C resco H igh 
School won the S ta te  w restling  cham pionship 
from F o rt D odge. Cornell C ollege m atm en w ent 
through the season undefeated .

Iow a S ta te  College w on its first basketball 
cham pionship of the Big Six C onference in 1935. 
F o rt D odge w on the junior college basketball title. 
M ason C ity  defeated  G rinnell 28 to 17 to win the 
S tate boys’ high school basketball cham pionship. 
C enterville H igh  School w on the S ta te  g irls’ b as 
ketball cham pionship by beating H illsboro 25 to l 6 .

T h e  U niversity  of Iow a w on the S ta te  indoor 
track meet, w ith D rake U niversity  in second place. 
N orth  D es M oines H igh  School nosed out C linton 
and D avenport to win the fourteenth  annual in
door track and field meet a t Iow a C ity, bu t D aven 
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port had  sw eet revenge w hen it w on the th irtie th  
annual S ta te  high school track  m eet a t A m es in 
M ay . D rak e  w on the M issouri V a lley  track  
cham pionship  and  Iow a S ta te  T each ers  C ollege 
w on her eighth  consecutive Iow a C onference track  
title.

T h e  track  season w as m ade m em orable by  a 
num ber of b rillian t perform ances by  Iow a ath letes. 
A t the K ansas R elays the U n iversity  team  set a 
national collegiate record  in the 440 y a rd  re lay  
w ith a time of :40.5 —  low er than  the accepted  
w orld  record  —  and  the 880 y a rd  re lay  team  tied 
the w orld  record  in the sam e m eet w ith  a time of 
1:25.8. M a rk  P an th e r set a new  Big T en  record  
a t A nn  A rbo r w hen he hurled the javelin 219 feet 
7 %  inches. Linn Philson of D rak e  w on the high 
jum p a t the K ansas R elays w ith a leap of 6 feet 
6J/4 inches.

A fou rteen -year-o ld  D ubuque girl, E d ith  E s ta -  
brooks, w as the sensation  of the 1935 Iow a golf 
season. She w on the S ta te  cham pionship a t D av 
enport on July 20th. thereby  becom ing the young 
est w om en’s cham pion in Iow a golf h istory.

A  new  sport w as in troduced  a t D ubuque in O c 
tober w hen C arl “B utch” W a lk e r  becam e the self- 
sty led  “best beer d rinker in Io w a” . “ B utch” 
fairly  overw helm ed specta to rs as he dow ned tw o 
quarts  of beer in forty-seven  seconds. O n ly  tw o
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contestan ts could finish their beer: the o thers
“gagged, staggered  and  fell by the w ayside ’.

M ore laudable and  far m ore spectacu lar w as 
Elm er C arlson  s brilliant victory in the annual 
S tate  corn husking contest. T h e  tw en ty -six -year- 
old Iow a farm er not only w on the 1935 “ N ubbin  
D erb y “ but his load of 2598.28 pounds or 37.1 
bushels broke all records for the Iow a S ta te  con- 
test and  bettered  the best record ever m ade in a 
national contest.

A w eek later near N ew tow n, Indiana, C arlson  
com peted w ith  eighteen crack huskers of the n a 
tion and  won the national corn husking cham pion
ship w ith a w o rld ’s record of 41.52 bushels in 
eighty m inutes. A crow d of betw een 75,000 and 
100,000 w atched  the contest.

M ore laurels w ere w on by Iow a w hen Cleo E. 
Y oder, n ineteen-year-o ld  farm  boy residing near 
W ellm an, w on the g rand  cham pionship w ith his 
A berdeen A ngus baby  beef a t the In ternational 
Livestock Exposition in Chicago. T h e  aw ard  w as 
estim ated to be w orth  $5000. Y oder had bought 
the grand  cham pion a t an auction for $75, fifteen 
m onths before the show. Feeding  costs w ere a p 
proxim ately $70. H ow  did Y oder know  a good 
A ngus type? H e learned th a t in 4 -H  w ork.

Lest the passing generation lose faith in the 
courage and  unselfishness of youth, let the heroic
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deed of a th irteen -y ear-o ld  O elw ein  boy, C larence 
Steffen, be recounted . A t the risk of his life, he 
pulled R ose M arie  Boyle aw ay  from  death  be
n ea th  the w heels of a fre igh t train .

In a hum ble dw elling a t A n ita  benevolent F re d 
erick A . K auer lives frugally  bu t gives generously  
to churches, charity , and  the needy. K auer 
g a th e rs  up d iscarded  food from stores for his ow n 
use bu t buys fresh  fruit, m eat, and  b read  for the 
poor. In 1935, a t  the age  of e igh ty-tw o, A n ita 's  
a ltru is t sa id : ‘T h e  governm ent of the U nited
S ta tes  gave me a chance to earn  m y living here, so 
w h a t I have is theirs w hen I am gone.”

In 1834 C aro line B rady  gave the “w idow ’s 
m ite” to help erect the first church in Iow a. In the 
lives of such ch arac te rs  as F rederick  K auer, C la r
ence Steffen, C leo Y oder, and  E lm er C arlson  are 
p o rtray ed  the deeds and  v irtues th a t have m ade 
Iow a g rea t in the past. It w as largely  th rough  the 
labors of men of their ch arac ter th a t Iow a in 1935 
could boast of her schools and  colleges, her hospi
ta ls and  sanitarium s, her libraries and  old people’s 
homes. T h ese  reflect the benevolent spirit of a 
people no t yet far rem oved from their pioneer ori
gins. W h ile  the fo rtunes of the Com m onw ealth 
depend  upon such citizens, the good nam e of Iowa 
will rem ain unblem ished.

W illiam J. Petersen


