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The lowa Eisteddfod

~ During the span of lowa history many Institu-
tions and noverents have contributed to the cul-
tural welfare of this State.  Sore of these, such as
the lyceum the chautauqua, and the county fairs,
have drawn their follomng fromall classes. Oth-
ers have been patronized only locally or by a single
nationality or religious group.  Nevertheless, these

al Instances of cultural expression, like the
\\elsh eisteadfod, have formed Interesting figures
In the tapestry of conmunity life.

The eisteadfod, In mooem tines, Is an annual
assenbly of Welsh bards and musicians for the
ptejgr)ose of encouraging poetry and music.  Spir-
Ited contests In oratory, poetry, and singing are
attended by large cromds and conaucted with

reat enthusiasm according to ancient cerenony.

re than any other custom It typifies the char-

gge_rat of the Welsh peaple and stimulates their
rotism

Eisteddfod, pronounced I-steth'-vod, neans
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literally a  sitting’ or a session.  Originally the
object of national Welsh assenblies qt_)hpears to
have been political rather than cultural. This name
WS ??Lp(%e%r Elﬁ%e atg/\eﬂ century. ‘AboutmﬂE
ear an 1S supposed to have

Id a great national eisteddfod at the ancient
town of Caerwys in Hintshire.” The first one of
which there Is an actual recordwes a grand festi-
val with both poetical and nusical conmpetitions
held Rh&s]_ Gruffyd at his castle of Cardigan
In 11/6.  During the next four hundred years the
practice wes continued. The principal function
wes “to license or admit duly qualified candidates
to the pasition of recognized baras or minstrels.”
This honor, attained through severe conpetition,
carried many privileges, ‘among them the right to
a billet which every nooleman wes bound to
respect.”

~ Probably nowhere in the world has the poet and
singer of ballaas been held In higher esteem than In
Wales. CQultivation of the voice has been regarded
as a kind of avic duty. It mignt be said that
Welshmen leam to sing before they can walk
Perhaps thelr natural \ﬁcal elndov\gg\edgtve aind reli-
glous temperament would explain t _
of music. No doubt the danger and to IO?r?Eﬂ%
mines have also contributed to this form of recre-
ation. It Is a type of artistic expression In which
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everybody can participate and therefore It hes
given social as well as aesthetic satisfaction.

For a long tine after the reign of Queen Eliza:
beth no eisteddfod was held, though the arts of
music and poetry continued to be cultivated.
Hnally, In the nineteenth century It wes revived as
a conpetitive national festival, without the formmer
political authority but retaining some of the anclent
cerenonies.  Since 1819 an eistedafod has been
held almost every year. Thousands of people from
all parts of the country attend. The modem as-
sembly IS “designed to Toster patriotism, to encour-
age the study of the Welsh language and litera-
ture, and to promote the cultivation of the anclent
bardic poetry and music . |

It has been said, “take music away fram the
Welsh people, and their national industry would
soon becone seriously affected.”  The miners who
dig the mineral wealth from beneath the hills, en
during the hardest labor and facing continual ad-
versity, have found spiritual sustenance In nLsIc.
Other workers have been affected by the sane
type of cultural expression. Each commnllP/ has
Its choral union and every Welshman has gloried
In his “ability to take part In the great singing
groups which cnaracterize all \VWelsh gatherings”,
until singing has becore virtually a national habit
and \Welshimen are everywhere noted for thelr
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splendid appreciation and rendition of traditional
and classical music. o

This practice of the arts has Instilled In the
WElsh people a steadfast, conscientious love for
their native culture.  No wonder then that Welsh
emigrants to Arerica Introduced In the strange
environment those habits which were uppermost In
thelr minds and dearest to their hearts. Wher-
ever they settled In considerable nunbers the old-
country custom of holding music festivals wes
retained. And so the eisteadfod, transplanted to
Aerica, continued to exert a great Influence In
their lives | | |

lowa wes no exception to this rule.  During the
rapid development of coal mining In the last dec-
ade of the nineteenth century, Welsh miners
poured Into the southeastern part of the State by
the hundreds, some from the older Pennsylvania
fields where they had sojourned for a while and
soe directly from Wales. These latter ones had
been attracted to the land of promise by the glow
{ rnlgmlreports sent from those who had preceded

‘The lowa eisteadfod ﬁ(/ci)bably originated In the
mining conmunity of Kirkwville iIn\Wapello County.
In the Welsh immigrants organized a Chief
Choral Soclety led by Joe Reese and a Male Glee
Section under the direction of W. B Powell who



THE IOWA EISTEDDFOD 361

wes sald to e able to make a good singer of “any-
body with a voice™ no matter how Inexperienced.
There in the Congregational Church on Christnes
Bve that year they gave the first concert which
might truly be said to have commenorated the cus-
tom established In the old country.  Religious and
classical songs were sung both in English and In
Welsh with a fervor and enthusiasm possible only
for those who sing from the heart.  In keeping
with the tradition of the eisteadfod, original verse
W\es recited bﬁ/el\/lorgan Davis and Jon R Thommes
who were the local “pards” appointed for the
occasion. o

About this tine, however, similar groups were
organized In other Welsh conmunities.  In 1839
the lona Eistedafod Association wes formed and
a singing contest wes planned according to V\elsh
tradition. The nmeeting was scheduled for Christ-
mes time In Oskaloosa at the Masonic Opera
House. Delegations came from Kirkville and
Williamsburg.  Two full choirs of mixed voioss,
one directed by David Roberts and the other by
William Soloman, represented Oskaloosa.  Not
only were there mixed choruses, but full male cho-
russs, male and fermale glees, double and sn‘%g
quartettes, and various solo divisions, besides t
customery declametions.

“Only the best music was enployed” by the
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Welsh singers.  Usually the classics were used
regardless of their difficulty, nothing being too
heavy for mestery b%/ these experienced sINgers
who had been brougnt up on this class of nmusic
from early childhood In the old country/” For
exarmple the first contest number for full chairs at
the lowa eisteddfod In 1839 wes ‘Arise all Na-
tions, Sing unto God™ by Handel. The rendition
of this great anthem was so fervent and mesterful
that the audience wes said to be overwhelmed by a
wave of profound enotion. Later contestants
were Inspired by the effect of the opening selection
to attain unexpected heights of perfection. Other
favorite pieces were “On Father, Whose Al-
mighty Power”, “The Heavens are Telling”, and
simlar religious works of Handel, Hayan, and
Mozart. o |
~ Hom these simall beginnings, stinulated by the
Interest In the annual competitions, the \\klsh
communities cdeveloped soe remarkable choruses,
Each year the enthusiasm grew; bringing more and
larger groups Into the contests. At first Oskaloosa
wes the regular meeting place of the elstedafod.
By 1832 the crowds were so large that special
trains from Albia and Ottunwa were to
acconmodate the contestants and VIsItors.

For many vears, the work of the Eistedafod
Association of lona centered about the V\elsh

03 e HH jd
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mining comunity of Hiteman, which wes located
In Monroe County soe five or six miles northwest
of Albia. When the first shaft was started In
Aprl, 1890, many of the miners at Kirkville noved
to Monroe County In the hope of better opportu-
nities. BEvan E Thomes arrived as early as May
It and W. B Powell wes not far benind.
theSO rapl% wes the |nﬂw<kic|7|fed\/\/elsh mtrrllerfc, Into
cany, bringing many s Singers, that sert-
ous stuay of %_al arrangements wes undertaken
during the first winter of 189091 By spring they
were ready to give their first concert.  “Queen
Esther was sung upstairs over the conpany store
In Hiteman, to help raise funds for the building of
the rew |. O. O. k. Hall. The Hiteman singers
practiced continuously and organized several spe-
cal groups. By Christmes they were reagy to
compete In the annual eisteddfod at Oskaloosa.
Eventually the choir had some 200 VOICes.
Eistedafod associations had already feen
fomed In other States, notably Pennsylvania.
Similarly, singing contests were Initiated wherever
WElsh people settled —In Australia and South
m Well m pIacI:es |rr]10ﬁrgLenca Tlhe
| \Ere argely, t not exclu-
sively, of Welsh and |%?1 sm%}ers, nmany with
excellent voices that had Well trained In the
old country. For the nost part these organiza-



364 THE PALIMPSEST

tions were patterned closely after their progenitors
In native Wales. | o

In connection with the Colunmbian Exposition in
Chicago an Intermational eisteadfod wes an-
nounced, the first of its kind ever attenmpted out-
sice of Britain. Of course the Welsh singers In
lona wanted to attend the great contest. 1t would
sene as a tremendous Inspiration and perhaps
afford an opportunity of visiting with some frienas
or %aﬁlv?s om the honﬁlagis.ed ot the |

Ingly some one pro that the lowa

Eistedd‘rgoa/ Assoclation should be represented on
the prc_)%ram at the World’s Fair. This suggestion
et with instant approval. After considerable dis-
cussion and correspondence during the winter of
1892-93, it wes cefinitely cecided that the trip
should be undertaken. This was by no means an
easC}/ task for so new an oergqnlzathn. Commttees
and leaders were appointed Inmediately to perfect
plans and rehearse the chorus. |

Besides the musical preparation, which wes of
paramount Inmportance, there was the more prosalic,
though necessary, task of financing the trp. The
cost of transdportlng nearly a hundred persons to
Chicago and back, hotel accommodations, and
meals would require more than $1000, which
seemed almost beyond reach. The several units
supporting the enterprise enployed various meth
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ods of raigin%etheir share. At Hiterman a big picnic
wes held In the grove below “Swedetown” to raise
funas for the trip. A concert wes given by the
Hitean brass band under the direction of Profes-
sor Powell.  Stands were provided for the nuner-
ous concessions and for other money-raising
schemes.  Benefit concerts were also given In
Oskaloosa, Ottunwa, and elsewhere.

“The nmaele chorus selected to represent the lowa
Eisteddfod wes compased entirely of amateur tal-
ent, practically all laboring men, largely \Welsh
and English coal miners.  All were individually
the best Woices which could be found in the various
Pro_ups conpasing the lowa association. Only two
adies were Includked —Miss Sarah Ann Wil-
lias of Oskaloosa, the pianist, and Miss Nellie
Snpson of Albig, alternate.

For months In advance the individual mermbers
of each local contingent practiced regularly on the
selected numbers and occasionally the menoers of
nel hbqun%egroups et for a joint rehearsal.  In-
cluced In the chorus were singers from Hitenman,
Albia, Ottumwa, Oskaloasa, Evans, Beacon, Car-
bonado, and other commrunities.  As the time for
the contest approached, the entire chorus et
about every two weeks at sonme central poirt,
ustally Oskaloosa or Ottunwa, for full rehearsals
of the complete program
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‘The dates finally set for the Intermational
Eisteddfod in Chicago were Septenber 6th to Sth.
The lowa party gathered at Ottunwa for final re-
hearsals In the afternoon and evening before the
day of departure. A splendid Iplcture_ of the group
wes taken, copies of which still remein among the
most prized lons of thelr owners. The offi-
Cers n for the trip were: presicent, T. J. Phil-
lips of Ottumwa; vice president, Jonn W. Canty

Oskaloosa; treasurer, H. L. \Waterman of Hite-
men; secretary, J. T. Kebler of Ottumwa; con-
ductor, W. B Powell of Hiteman; assistant con
ductor, David Roberts of Oskaloosa; planist,
Sarah Ann Williams of Oskaloosa; and assistant
pianist, Nellie Sinpson of Albia.

Quite a crond of relatives, friends and well-
wishers were on the platform to wave farewell
when the train pulled out.”  Upon arrival in Chi-
cago the entire party, including the meners of the
chorus, went directly to the Dombey House on
Cottage Grove Avenue. The attractions of the
city and the Exposition soon lured the contestants
down town and along the Midway. They had
cone to see the sights as well as to sing In the
eisteddfod. Some of them were absent from re-
hearsal which vexed the conductors and worried
the officers of the group. According to one story,
an anxious miner went as far as the logp looking
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for his companions.  Of each policenan he askeq,

Ave you seen anything of the Iteman boys?
No ore was actually lost and all were present for
the contest, undaunted by the competition of some
of _tl_rp]e b%st mele chort#tses w;éhe world.

e first event after the opening cerenony
wes the choral competition of nele voices.  For
the first prize BEvan Uoyd of Chicago offered
$1000, the second prize wes $500, and gold med-
als were awarded for the succeeding prizes. Ac-
cording to the Chicago Tribune, the choirs com

ed In the follomng orcer: first, the Cambrian

e Chorus from Pittsburgh; second, the
Wilkes-Barre Male Chorus from Wilkes-Barre,
Pa.; third, the Penrnyn Male Chair from North
Wales; fourth, the Tabernacle Male Chair from
Salt Lake Qity; fifth, the Gnent Glee Soclety from
Eowardsdale, Pa.; sixth, the Rnondda Glee Soct-
ey from South Wales; and seventh, lowa’s
World’s Fair Male Party from Hiteman, lowa.
Jomn Thomes of London, William L Tomlins of
tcrhnel' , and Dr. Jonn H Gower of Denver were

J .
“In each of the choruses”, stated the Tribune,
there wes splendid tone and volune, and the se-
lections were such as to show at their best the
drametic expression of the several choirs.” The
power and spirit of the Welsh choral singing wes
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perhajs best aescribed by the word “hvwyl”, which
signifies “that uncontrollable, bursting sense of
elation, enthusiasm, zeal, high spirits and ambition
which places the Individual at the very utmost
point of his desire to give his best to the world.”
The Rhondda singers from South Wales won
the Chicago contest for male choruses. The cli-
mex of the great Intemational Eisteddfod wes
reached on the final evening when the Scranton
Choral Union, conducted by Haydn Evans, won
the contest for large chairs of 300 or nore Voloes.
The Salt Lake City Mormon Choair led by Evan
Stevens placed second.  Though the lona grou
falled to get a prize, their effort wes not wested.
The undertaking paid well In experience and
Inspiration. o
Throughout the years, the participation of
WElsh singers in the music festival of the Chi
World’s Fair remained a highlight, not only int
lives of the Individual members but In the annals
of the lowa eisteadfod as well. The enthusiasm
engendered by this trip was the bond that united
the various lowa groups Into a hamonious assocl-
ation. It would be hard to find a musical organi-
zation that took Its singing nore seriously.
~The success of any cooperative enterprise IS
likely to be the result of proficient leadership.
There can be little coubt that the leadership of the
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lona eisteddfod radiated from Hitemen.  Perhaps
roups In other commrunities became equally en
thusiastic at times, but In most Instances their
Interest wes not sustained.  And so it was that the
Hitermen group, by indefatigable effort and enthu-
slasm persisted In kegping the association alive
long beyond the period when It mignt normally
have expired. |
A number of factors contributed to the dont-
nance of this small comunity.  In few other
places was there such an abundance of superior
musical talent and excellent direction by W. B
Povell, Joe Reese, and Evan E Thomes.  Hite-
en, a rather isolated mining town, afforded few
unities for recreation, and so the workimen
clung to their music long after such fons of enter-
tainment had been abandoned In nost other lowna
CONTYLINItIES. o |
ueOII\IeverthefItess, the 9%19 contests \Bgrrte ngttelg
'year after year. y groups participated.
While the lowa eisteddfod dlg not reenact all the
cerenonies appropriate In the native land, each
assembly was conducted according to the manner
and dignity of Welsh custom  In place of
Wales GiMad y Gan™, meaning Wales the Land
of 50290. the lowa prograns carried the ntto
Columoia GwMad y Gan”.  For adjudicators the
ost discriminating rusiclans Were obtained.
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During the earlier years these gatherings were
held during the Christmes holidays, usually clos-
Ing on Christmes Bve. While this time had the
advantage of meking the use of classical Christ-
Mes music appropriate, It had the disadvantage of
severe winter weather.  Partly for this reason the
date wes eventually changed to Thanksgiving,
which waes also a holiday of which the workers
might take aavantage.

|0 describe eisteadfod throughout the
period of thirty years while the Institution flour-
Ished would not be feasible. A typical program
will sene the purﬁ)ose of supplying specific and
characteristic details.

'On Thanksgiving Day, Novermber 27, 1919, the
Eisteddfod Association of lowa held the annuel
contests In the King Opera House at Albia. Judge
Benjamin 1. Salinger of the lowa Supreme Court
wes President of the Day. The moming session
began at 9:30 with Owen Thomas of Cromwell In
charge, the afternoon session began at 1:30 with
J. R Price of Albla supenvising, and the evening
session started at 7:00 under the direction of C C
Crawford of Albia. W. B Powell served as presi-
dent of the Eisteddfod Association. Evan E
Thomes wes vice president; R J. Pnillips wes
treasurer, and Thomes W. Evans wes secretary.
Both Powell and Thomas had been active In t
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assoclation from the beginning.  Daniel Protheroe
of Chicago senved as Adjudicator of MLsic. Ac-
cording 1o the printed program he needed no Intro-
duction for he had “adjudicated at many lowna
Eisteadfods, giving universal satisfaction on each
occasion.”  In explanation of his qualifications the
program declared that his “criticisns are keen,
educational and absolutely unbiased. It IS an art
In itself to be able to select the best rendition of
any COITEg[ItIOH, but to be able to explain so thor-
ou_ghgt reasons Why, Is quite another art.  In
this Dr. Protheroe has no superiors.” The Adju-
%cgtor of Declamations wes David Strieff of
.

Secretary Thomes W. Evans, speaking for the
officers and directors, announced that the assocla-
tion proposed “to give a silver cup this year to the
choral society that wins the nost first prizes
throughout the day, and we feel conficent that
each clﬁ_oral SOCI%Y that e_nterﬁ_ the contfgst will do
everything possible to win this magnificent cup,
not Tor the Pnct)?lsnsm value alone, but for the honor
of winning a cup of this kind.“  In addition to the
cup, twenty-seven prizes for preeminent excel-
lence In particular contests were offered.

A few of the principal events were:

Chief Choral Conpetition. “The Heavens are
Telling™, by Haydn.  Not less than forty or nore
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than fifty-five woices.  First prize, $200 and a
gold qﬁggl to the successful conductor; second
prize, .

Male Chorus. “Sleighing Glee®, by D. Rhys
$F%rd. Hom sixteen to twenty-five voices.  Prize,
Female Chorus. “It Is Lowe™, by Mis. D. O,
Evans. Hom sixteen to twenty-five \Woioss
Prize, $75.

Childrens Chorus. “The Harvest Moon Is
Shining™, by Maud E. Inch; and “A Water Lily",
by Gertrude Knox WAllis.  Not less than twenty-

\E VOICES undker fourteeyears of age. Hirst
prize, $60; second rize, $5. |

Prizes ranging from $20 to 36 were provided
for male and fermele quartettes and and I+
strumental solos. The list of events closed with
declamations for adults and declamations for chil-
dren between the ages of twelve and eighteen, and
for children under twelve years of age.

Two In the program et were filled
with Rules and Regulations, some of which are
worthy of notice.

1. Competitions are open to all amateurs.

2. In the musical competitions any one is defined to be
an amateur whose principal income iIs not derived from
musical services. The director of a choir in competition Is
permitted to direct and sing with his choir while com-
peting.
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3. The adjudicator of any selection may refuse to
award any prize or prizes, when in his or her judgment,
the competition iIs not sufficiently meritorious.

4. Prizes may be divided between contestants, when,
In the judgment of the adjudicator, merit requires.

~Conditions entirely beyond the control of the
eisteadfod officers made the postponement of the
1920 meeting Inperative. As In other endeavors
of this kind, once the momentum slackens, the
Interest subsides and the task of rejuvenation IS
dfficult. Moreover, nost of the leaders were
gromng old and the younger generation “knew
not Moses”. The Albia assenbly In 1919 appears
to have been the last held by the lowa Elstedafod
Association. |
Perhaps It wes better that the long series of
prograns should have ended with this unusually
successful festival than to have gradually died for
lack of Interest. As It IS, the many annual conmpeti-
tions are t_aggl]ws menory to all who were
connected With
Ben Hur W ilson




