
Mottoes and Slogans of Iowa
“O u r liberties w e prize, and  our righ ts w e will 

m ain ta in“ boldy proclaim s a scroll held in the beak 
of an eagle on the G rea t Seal of the S ta te  of Iowa» 
A nd w hether considered as “a bit of stilted, bom­
bastic rhetoric, suggestive of the F ourth  of Ju ly“ 
or as “a noble expression of freem en” it has re ­
m ained as a sort of official m otto of the S ta te  for 
m ore than  a century. It w as in F ebruary , 1847, 
tha t a committee of the S ta te  Senate —  T hom as 
H . Benton, Jr., F rancis Springer, and  Philip P. 
B radley  —  recom m ended tha t this m otto be m ade 
a p art of the S ta te  seal. It does not appear 
w hether the sentim ent w as original w ith some 
member of the com m ittee or not. T h e  fact that the 
w ood cut of the “ F irs t Seal of Iow a” does not 
bear the m otto w ould seem to indicate tha t its in­
sertion a t least w as the w ork of the committee.

A no ther well know n Iow a m otto is the s ta te ­
m ent chiseled on the block of “m arble” contrib­
u ted  by Iow a for the W ash in g to n  monument. As 
originally  w ritten  by L ieutenant G overnor Enoch 
W . E astm an the m otto read : “ Iow a: the affec­
tions of her people, like the rivers of her borders, 
flow to an inseparable U n io n .”

T h is m otto is alm ost as  old as the inscription on 
the S ta te  seal. O n  D ecem ber 14, 1850, a com- 

112



M OTTOES AND SLOGANS OF IO W A  113

mittee of three from the S ta te  Senate w as ap ­
pointed to confer w ith a similar committee from 
the H ouse of R epresentatives to recom m end a 
suitable inscription for the block of “m arble” se­
lected by  Josiah H . Bonney of Iow a C ity  from the 
quarry  of M oses B. R oot in V an  Buren C ounty. 
Senator G eorge G. W rig h t, as chairm an of this 
committee, invited several people to suggest ap ­
propriate m ottoes, and  from am ong the large num ­
ber received the one subm itted by L ieutenant G ov­
ernor E astm an w as adopted . T h e  undimmed pop­
ularity  of this inscription w ith the flight of years is 
silent testim ony to the good judgm ent of the legis­
lative committee in selecting the E astm an motto.

P erhaps one of the best know n slogans of the 
H aw keye S ta te  is the declaration m ade by Sidney 
A. F oster in 1886: “ In all th a t is good, Iow a 
affords the best.” T h e  slogan has sometimes ap ­
peared w ith slight variations of w ording, but ac­
cording to M r. F oster himself the above is the 
phrasing he used to characterize particu larly  the 
business and  educational opportunities in Iowa 
even a t a time w hen there w as considerable dis­
content and depression.

A slogan contest inaugurated  in January, 1923, 
by the D es M oines R egister  aw akened w ide­
spread in terest th roughout the S tate. Prizes 
am ounting to one thousand dollars w ere offered 
by this new spaper for the best advertising slogan 
for Iowa. D uring a period of five weeks a prize of
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one hundred  dollars w as aw ard ed  each w eek to 
the person w ho subm itted the best slogan, and  the 
final sw eepstakes aw ard  of five hundred  dollars 
w ent to C. W . C hristensen  of D es M oines for his 
slogan, “ H orace  G reeley  m eant Iow a.”

T h is  assertion  is based  upon the o ft-quoted  a d ­
vice of the fam ous ed ito r of the N ew  Y ork Trib~ 
une  for am bitious young men to seek their fortunes 
in the W e s t. H e once w ro te  in an editorial, “Go 
W e s t, young man, and  grow  up w ith the coun­
try .“ A nd  there is some historical justification of 
the slogan, for a t least on one occasion his coun­
sel did turn  out to mean Iow a. G reeley  once told 
Josiah B. G rinnell, a pioneer clergym an, to “Go 
W e s t, young m an, go W e s t .“ E ventually , in 
1854, G rinnell came to Iowa, and  helped to found 
the city and  the college w hich bear his name.

T h ere  have been some critics w ho insist that all 
of the m ottoes and  slogans of Iowa, save perhaps 
the inscription on the W ash in g to n  monum ent, are 
boastful. Be tha t as it may, they  have all been in­
spired by loyalty  and  justifiable S ta te  pride. T hey  
reflect the confidence of the people of Iowa in the 
destiny  of the Com m onw ealth.

Bruce E. Mahan


