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Quarrying in Iowa
Quarrying, the extraction of stone from the 

solid rock of the earth's crust, through surface 
workings, is certainly not 4 as old as the hills," 
but most of the material quarried is much older 
than the hills. Most rock solid enough to be 
quarried was formed as rock millions of years ago; 
the hills, on the other hand, have been carved out 
of the terrain — including the solid rock — by 
later weathering and stream erosion.

History of the Industry
But if quarrying is not 4<as old as the hills," it 

is at least an ancient industry, whose roots go 
back into antiquity. Earliest man used stone, but 
stone which, in a sense, had already been quarried 
by nature through the process of weathering. 
Tools, implements of various sorts, weapons, or­
naments, all these were made from pieces of stone 
— pieces which had been freed from the solid 
rock of the earth’s crust by weathering. Real 
quarrying must have developed gradually. As the 
desire arose for stone to be used in buildings and
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A MASONIC LODGE

It is, of course, a  h a ll w herein  the w ork of M asonry  is 
carried  on.

But it is m ore. It is b ro thers b a n d e d  together b y  im m utab le  
ties, w orking, striving a n d  learn ing  to becom e better m en, m en 
m ore c a p a b le  of contributing som ething of lasting  v a lu e  to 
society.

It is a  p lace  w herein  bro thers a re  e n g a g e d  in the im portant 
work of p reserv in g  for posterity  those u n ch an g in g  princip les 
w hich becom e lost to m ank ind  un less they  a re  kept a live  in 
the h earts  of m en w ho can  rightly ap p rec ia te  their worth.

It is a  room in w hich "The Furniture of the Lodge" sym bol­
izes the solid a n d  sac red  foundation  upon  w hich all M asonry  
is erected.

It is a  school w here  m en com e to lea rn  the g rea tes t of all 
lessons —  lessons of C harity , R everence, a n d  of Brotherly Love 
a n d  K indness.

It is a  room d ed ica ted  to G od a n d  lighted b y  the sac red  
fires of the M ason 's devotion to the id ea ls  of Freedom  of M ind 
a n d  of C onscience; a n d  p e rp e tu a ted  b y  his constan t a w a re ­
ness of his responsibilities to self a n d  to others.
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P U B L IS H E D  m o n th ly  in th e  in ­
te re s ts  of A n cien t and  A ccep ted  

S co ttish  R ite  m asons in th e  V alley  
of C ed ar R apids, O rien t of Iow a, by

KILWINNING LODGE OF PERFECTION— 
Donald G. Isett, 32°, Venerable Master.

BRUCE CHAPTER ROBE CROIX—
H. James Bronson, 32°, Wise Master.

ST. ANDREW’S COUNCIL OF KADOSH— 
John A. Clay, 32°. Commander.

IOWA CONSISTORY—Martin Wiley, 32°, 
KCCH, Master of Kadosh.

FLOYD PHILBRICK. 33°. Deputy of the 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General in 

Iowa for the Valley of Cedar Rapids.
MARION H. WILLIAMS, 32°. KCCH. 

Registrar. 616 A Avenue, N.E.
Telephone EM 4-9926.

THE FALL REUNION
A t a re c e n t m eetin g  of th e  E x ecu tiv e  

C om m ittee  of Iow a C onsisto ry , th e  F all 
R eu n io n  d a tes  w ere  se t for N ovem ber 
5, 6, and  7. T his is e a r lie r  in N ovem ber 
th an  th e  R eun ion  u su a lly  com es, w hich  
m eans w e w ill h av e  to  begin g e ttin g  o u r 
p ro sp ec ts  ro u n d ed  up  an d  read ied  a 
little  e a r lie r  th a n  usua l for th is  F a ll’s 
C lass. T he ou tlook  is good for a la rge  
C lass, and  w ith  y o u r  he lp  w e can m ake 
it so.

REUNION REMINISCENCES
As one co n tem p la tes  o u r  recen t R e ­

un ion , m any  fine th ings com e to m ind. 
A m ong th em  w as th e  sp lend id  sp irit 
in  w h ich  th e  D egrees w ere  d ram atized  
and  th e  deep  in te re s t in w hich  th ey  
w ere  rece ived  by th e  Class. A lso deep ly  
ap p rec ia ted  w as th e  w h o le -h e a rte d  
w illingness of th e  b re th re n  to v o lu n ­
ta r ily  he lp  a t th e  tim es and  p laces th ey  
w ere  needed . Also, on th is lis t w as a 
co -o p e ra tiv e  effort to keep  th e  R eun ion  
in all its  m any  in te re s ts  up  to th e  h igh  
s ta n d a rd s  of th e  S co ttish  R ite  S p irit. 
T hen , am ong th e  b est w as the  all day  
v is it of B ro th e r  W illiam  K och, 33°, of 
D es M oines, th e  S overeign  G ran d  In ­
sp ec to r G en era l in  Iow a, and  w ho so 
g rac iously  an d  sy m p a th e tica lly  spoke 
a t th e  b an q u e t h o u r  T h u rsd ay  ev e n ­
ing. All those w ho w ere  n o t a t th is  
R eun ion  m issed all th is  and  m uch  m ore.

FOURTEENTH 
DEGREE RING

To o u r  an c ien t B re th re n , w ho w ere  
m em b ers  of K n ig h tly  O rd ers , th re e  
th in g s in th is  life w e re  p rized  above  all 
o th e rs  — even  above life itse lf — fo r 
w ith  th e  loss of e ith e r, life ’s a im  h ad  
failed .

T hese th re e  th ings, so d e a r  to  th e  
an c ien t K n igh t, w ere  th e  p u r ity  of h is 
honor, th e  in te g rity  of h is sw ord , and  
th e  spo tlessness of h is sh ie ld . H o n o r 
th a t n ev e r b ro k e  fa ith  w ith  anyone , 
w h e th e r  m an  o r w om an; th e  in teg rity  
of th e  sw ord , in  n e v e r  fa iling  to d raw  
it in th e  defense  of innocence and  rig h t; 
th e  sh ie ld  n ev e r to be su llied  by  p ro te c t­
ing oppression  and  w rong.

A t th e  d ea th  of th e  K n ig h tly  ow ner, 
he b eq u ea th ed  h is  sw ord  and  sh ie ld  to 
one n e a re s t an d  d e a re s t to him , th e  one 
he believed  w ould  m a in ta in  bo th  u n ­
b lem ished .

T he Scotish  R ite  has adop ted  a sym bol 
th a t  rep re sen ts  th e  sw ord , sh ield  and  
a rm o r of o u r an c ien t b r th re n , an d  as 
c learly  m a rk s  th e  profession  of K n ig h t­
hood as d id  those. T his sym bol is th e  
F o u rte e n th  D egree R ing, w ith  its  m otto
— “V irtu s  ju n x it, m ors non  se p a ra b it”
— “V irtu e  has u n ited , and  d ea th  shall 
no t se p a ra te ” — to be h o n o rab ly  w orn  
th ro u g h  life and  a t d ea th , as w as th e  
custom  of o u r  an c ien t B re th re n , to  be 
h an d ed  dow n to one m ost dear, in th e  
belief th a t it w ould  be k ep t p u re  and  
u n su llied . T his rin g  is a p la in  flat b an d  
of gold, h av in g  im posed th e reo n  an  e n ­
g rav ed  or enam eled  p la te  in th e  form  of 
an  eq u ila te ra l tra in g le  and  w ith in  the  
tr ian g le  th e  H eb rew  w ord  “Y od.”

VACATION TIME
As th is  is th e  last issue of th e  “C on ­

sis to ry  N ew s” u n til S ep tem ber, th e  o f­
fice, and  th e  officers of th e  C o -O rd in a te  
Bodies, a re  w ish ing  for each m em ber 
a p leasan t su m m er vacation  tim e. T he 
T em ple office w ill rem ain  open th ru  th is 
period  as u sual. Office h o u rs  are: 9-12; 
1-4:30 ex cep t S a tu rd ay , w hich  is 9-12. 
R em em ber, th e  su m m er m on ths is a 
good tim e to sow  th e  seeds of th e  
S co ttish  R ite  for a h a rv e s t in o u r F all 
R eunion .
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SCOTTISH RITE 
SPRING REUNION

D u rin g  the  S p rin g  R eun ion  of Iow a 
C onsisto ry , M ay 7, 8 and  9, f if ty -fo u r 
M aster M asons w ere  in itia ted  in to  the 
S co ttish  R ite. T he noon luncheons and  
even ing  d in n e rs  w ere  se rv ed  by th e  El 
K ah ir  S h rin e  A u x ilia ry , and  m usic for 
th e  D egrees w as fu rn ish ed  by th e  
Scottish  R ite  C hoir w ith  B ro th e r N o r ­
m an E m erson , 32° K CC H , D irecto r.

“T he E rn es t R o b ert M oore, 33°, 
M em oral C lass e lected  th e  follow ing 
officers:

H a rry  Jo sep h  W hitehead , J r ........
........... P re s id en t

D udley  R oyal H enderson  ...........
........... V ice -P re s id en t

E d w ard  G raves L e e _____ S ecre ta ry
Ja ck  K en n e th  O n s t o t t___ T re a su re r
W infield A r th u r  W h i t e .............. O ra to r
O scar R ichard  G ager ___  H isto rian
M em bers of th e  C lass w ere:

AM ANA: L eonard  P e te r  G raf.
CEDAR FALLS: D onald Jam es B ash- 

ford.
CEDAR RAPIDS: C arl H ow ard  A n d e r ­

son, G are th  H uff C lift, Jo h n  F re d ­
erick  Cundiff, G eorge E lm er F loyd, 
A rch ie  L avern  G ard n er, Will Goon, 
R obert E dw ard  Johnson , F loyd E u ­
gene K ing, R obert Lee K linger, 
G eorge B ert K nott, M ichael G eorge 
K ouri, E dw ard  G raves Lee, P au l 
L incoln M anchester, R obert Louis 
M aresh, F red erick  E arl M iles, K e n ­
n e th  Jo h n  M iller, Jo h n  Roy M ull, 
S laym an H assan M urray , R obert 
N orbet N ejdl, Jack  K en n eth  O nsto tt, 
A lb e rt T hom as Petsel, D uane R obert 
P la tn e r, R obert M ered ith  R adle, H ugh 
Lew is Rick, D onald E arl Rose, B lake 
M erton S t.C lair, H a rry  Joseph  W hite- 
head , J r .

CENTRAL CITY: D udley  Royal H en ­
derson.

CHARLES CITY: D onald E lb e rt D ex - 
heim er, P au l O liver H ines.

CLARENCE: M yrl B ix ler S y lvester, 30°.
DUBUQUE: E ldred  Jo h n  S prague.
LISBON: E ugene L ee M iller.
MARION: G ordon A rth u r  H arstad , H a r ­

old D ale K ling ler, W ineld A rth u r  
W hite, M arion  L aw ren ce  Wood.

MASON CITY: Joel C harles H anes,
Roy Jam es M cEwen, R ichard  E lvor 
S e tte rb erg .

MT. VERNON: L este r F ran k  B uresh ,

NEW HAMPTON: H arley  H en ry  D o- 
th ag er, S tan ley  M orris Edson, O scar 
R ichard  G ager.

SIGOURNEY: L au ren ce  E arl W illiam ­
son.

TRAER: P au l W esley S om erv ille .
WATERLOO: W ilbur S y ren e  D im m itt, 

C arlto n  H offm an, Jo h n  H ornby  Sm ith .
WAUKON: A lb ert Ju n e o  O elberg .
VILLA PARK, ILLINOIS: B ern a rd

W illiam  F u ers t.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
W hen you change y o u r add ress, p lease 

notify  th e  R eg is tra r a t once and  m ark  
it “C hange of A d d ress ;” m ere ly  w ritin g  
from  a new  ad d ress  w ill no t be co n ­
sidered  a re q u e s t for a change. We can 
know  you have  m oved to a new  loca ­
tion and w ish to receive y o u r m ail 
th e re  only  w hen you tell us so. T h an k  
you for he lp ing  us keep  up  w ith  you.

FREEMASONRY NOT 
AN ORDER

F reem aso n ry  is often  spoken  of as an  
o rder, and its cerem onies as a r itu a l. 
T hese te rm s a re  n e ith e r  techn ica lly  n o r 
legally  co rrec t. F reem aso n ry  is a c ra ft 
and its cerem onies a re  “w ork ." A n 
o rd e r is an  association of persons. A 
craft is som eth ing  m ore, inasm uch  as it 
incu lca tes o r teaches a “m y ste ry .” T he 
w ord “c ra f t” is from  the  S axon  croeft, 
m eaning  pow er, sk ill o r the  u n ex p la in ed  
ab ility , by long p rac tice  to p roduce  a 
desired  resu lt.

IN MEMORIAM

HENRY FREDERICK KLEMME, 32°; 
A pril 1909; B elle P la ine , Iow a; A p ril 
13, 1957.

llERC HEL ROBERT GREER, 32%; O c t­
ober 1944; C edar R apids, Iow a; A pril 
15, 1957.

FRANK ROSS WINGERT, 32°; A pril 
1920; C edar R apids, Iow a; A pril 25, 
1957.

SAMUEL KENNETH WEIR, 32°; N o ­
vem ber 1918; H enderson , N evada; 
A pril 28, 1957,

CHARLES SEBRIGHT WOODWARD,
32°; A pril 1922; C edar R apids, Iow a; 
M ay 13, 1957.
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monuments, one can imagine that men of the Stone 
Age started working at a place where stone in 
slabs and blocks had been, and was being, freed 
from outcrops by frost action and plant roots. As 
time went on, however, it became necessary for 
man, by one means or another, to break the rock 
loose from its surroundings. Then it was that 
quarrying began.

Quarrying in Ancient Times
It must have been difficult at first, without the 

use of metal tools, but real quarrying of some sort 
developed as man became equipped with tools of 
copper and iron. Then he could drill holes in a 
row along a line where the rock was to be broken. 
The rock could be split along the line of holes in 
various ways. Water poured into the holes and 
allowed to freeze would be one method; driving 
plugs of some sort into the holes would be another.

In any case, all the people of the ancient world 
found out how to break or cut pieces of stone free 
from the solid surroundings. They probably took 
advantage of natural cracks in the rocks, just as 
is done today, but more about that later.

Quarrying became an active industry in the 
world of Greece and Rome. The temples and pub­
lic building were made of stone, and much of this 
came from quarries. The same is true of the works 
of Egypt — the Sphinx, the Pyramids, and the 
obelisks. The Egyptians made great use of stone, 
particularly of limestone and sandstone, and the
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quarries in the valley of the Nile are well known. 
In the New World, the Aztecs, Mayans, and 
other Indian groups did their share of quarrying, 
and probably without the use of metal.

Igneous Rock (Granite)
Now let us look into the nature of the materials 

that are quarried. The rocks of the earth s crust 
are grouped in three classes, on the basis of origin. 
The first, or fundamental class, one might say, is 
that of the igneous rocks. Igneous rocks are 
formed from the solidification of molten material. 
Originally, as the earth was first formed, there 
may have been none but igneous rocks. Granite 
is the most actively quarried igneous rock, widely 
used in monuments.

Sedimentary Rock (Limestone-sandstone)
But as time went on — and the rocks were 

weathered by atmospheric action, and the rain fell 
and the rivers flowed — sediments accumulated 
and were washed from the land surface into the 
growing seas and oceans. These sediments, sub­
sequently hardened to rock, became the second 
class, the sedimentary rocks. With the withdrawal 
of the seas, they became part of the upper bed­
rock of the land areas. Limestone and sandstone 
are common sedimentary rocks.

Metamorphic Rock (Marble)
Either igneous or sedimentary rock through 

crustal movement might later find itself deep 
within the earth’s crust. There it changed under


