
Tournament Time
I t’s tournam ent time in Iowa City. From  the 

four corners of the sta te  sixteen of the best boys’ 
basketball team s have arrived to battle for the state 
cham pionship. T h e  Jefferson H otel has been 
taken over by the Iow a H igh  School A thletic A s­
sociation —  to house the teams, coaches, superin­
tendents, game officials, sports w riters, and an ­
n o u n ce rs—  three hundred  people in a 128-room 
hotel.

T h e  streets are crow ded w ith thousands of high 
school boys in colorful athletic jackets w hose 
teams fell by the w ayside in the Sectionals, D is­
tricts, or Sub-state, but w ho will be in there cheer­
ing for their favorites. Five hundred of these will 
be housed in the U niversity  field house and eight 
hundred more in Iow a C ity  public school build­
ings. T housands more will be transported  daily 
by school buses.

T hese students come from all sections of the 
state and from hundreds of Iowa communities. 
T hey  lend color, enthusiasm , and dash to the tour­
nam ent scene as they stroll about the U niversity  
campus and jam the huge field house to capacity 
—  a happy, boisterous, game-loving crow d that 
knows the score.
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M uch history  has been w ritten  in the sixty  years 
th a t have elapsed since basketball w as first p layed 
in Iow a. T h e  same is true of the nation. Iow ans 
can well be proud tha t basketball is A m erica 's gift 
to the w orld . It is more w idely  played than any  
o ther team sport. A s early  as 1920 it had  been 
adop ted  by 49 nations. It w as played for the first 
time in the 1936 O lym piad by team s from 20 n a ­
tions. A t H elsinki in 1952 there w ere 23 basket­
ball team s from all over the w orld. T h e  U nited  
S ta tes defeated  R ussia in the 1952 O lym pic finals 
by a score of 36-25. H appily , R ussia has thus far 
m ade no claim to inventing basketball.

It has been estim ated tha t 98 per cent of our 
A m erican high schools have varsity  teams, and  
approxim ately  eight million persons play the game, 
more than  in any  o ther sport. T h e  annual a tten ­
dance a t college, scholastic, independent, and  pro ­
fessional gam es in the U nited  S tates is 100,000,- 
000. In our Iowa high school, college, and Y .M . 
C .A . team s w e find m irrored a cross section of this 
m ost popular of all A m erican sports. T h e  climax 
of a year of hard  training, good coaching, phenom ­
enal individual skill, and  team play is exemplified 
each year in the Iowa high school boys’ basketball 
tournam ent —  w hen the cham pions are crow ned.
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