
The I. H. S. A. A.
A s the tw entieth  cen tury  opened Iowa high 

school athletics w ere in a so rry  plight. T h ere  w ere 
few  rules and those th a t existed w ere no t uniform. 
A th letes w ere expected to be enrolled in the 
school, but m any " rin g e rs” som ehow found their 
w ay  to the gridiron and  diam ond. C onfusion and  
lack of uniform ity finally brought the high school 
principals together. In 1903 the Iow a H igh 
School P rincipals' C lub acted  to end the jumble of 
regulations by appointing a rules committee to 
d ra ft a uniform code. O u t of this action came one 
set of rules for all schools participating in Iow a 
scholastic sports. T h u s school officials paved the 
w ay  for the founding of the Iow a H igh School 
A thletic Association.

T h e  first rules committee had tw o members —  
F orest C. Ensign of Council Bluffs and  M aurice 
R icker of Burlington. T heir labors resulted in the 
E nsign-R icker report which the principals adopted  
in 1904. C arry ing  out one of the recom m endations 
on D ecem ber 28, 1904, the superin tendents and  
principals formed the Iowa H igh School A thletic 
A ssociation. T he  idea that had been forming for 
so m any years at sta te  teachers conventions w as 
now  a reality.
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B oard members over those early  first years in­
cluded D. A. T hornburg , G rinnell; G eorge E d ­
w ard  M arshall, Sioux C ity; F ran k  L. Sm art, 
D ubuque; A. V . Storm , Cherokee; R. S. W h itley , 
Sioux C ity; M . M . Bedall, Boone; R. B. Crone, 
W ash ing ton ; E ugene H enely, G rinnell; and  Seth 
Thom as, F o rt D odge. T hese  men served a t vari­
ous times during the first years of the IH S A A . 
M arshall, indeed, w as off the board a fte r his first 
term, moved to D avenport, and  w as then elected 
to a new  term. T h e  board  of control governed 
often by “w hat it thought w as righ t.” W h e n  the 
schools had legal problem s they frequently  called 
in law yers to help settle the difficulties.

G eorge E d w ard  M arshall —  he w as never just 
G eorge M arshall —  more than  any  other man 
gave of his time to the IH S A A . A member of the 
board for tw enty-seven years, his im print on the 
high school athletic field w ent far beyond the con­
fines of his state. H e played a leading part in the 
formation of the N ational Federation  of S tate  
H igh School A thletic A ssociations. T h a t group, 
w orking w ith the various sta te  organizations, has 
moved high school athletics to a level of the high­
est ideals of play and sportsm anship.

M arshall died in 1932, but the im pact of the 
man is still felt in the sta te  and  nation w herever 
high school athletics are  conducted.

Seth Thom as, now  a U nited  S tates D istrict 
C ourt Judge and  still residing in F o rt D odge, in
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discussing the period w hen he served on the board  
of control, said there w ere few  “kicks” over deci­
sions. O ften , he said, M arshall w ould simply ex­
plain the decisions by mail and  tha t w ould end any  
problem. School men, he pointed out, realized the 
need for organization  and  ethics, and  accepted  the 
early  rulings most gracefully .

A s the IH S A A  moved along it becam e too large 
an organization  to be handled  solely by the part- 
time w ork  of the board  members. O n  January  1, 
1927, G eorge A. B row n of D es M oines w as ap ­
pointed executive secre tary  of the IH S A A . H e 
served in th a t capacity  until he resigned in 1940. 
D uring  his period of office the IH S A A  grew  
larger and  larger and  had the usual grow ing pains.

D uring the 1930’s w hen the IH S A A  w as ex ­
panding rap id ly  there developed a difference of 
opinion over how much supervision it should exer­
cise. T h ere  w as w ide disagreem ent am ong board  
members, and  often Brow n d isagreed  w ith the 
board. A s a result of these differences of opinion 
Brow n resigned in 1941. Lyle T . Q uinn, w ho had 
been nam ed assistan t secretary  in F ebruary , 1940, 
w as nam ed m anager of the IH S A A  on M arch  29, 
1941. H is term  w as to expire A ugust 31, 1942. In 
N ovem ber of 1941 Q uinn w as elected executive 
secretary  for a th ree-year period. H is contract 
has been renew ed by the B oard of Control a t 
th ree-year intervals since tha t time.

T h e  IH S A A  has continued to grow  and expand
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as it has sought to im prove play, coaching, and  
sportsm anship am ong the players of the Iow a high 
schools. In 1953-1954 nearly  950 schools held 
membership in the association.

M em ber schools now  direct their activities 
through three organizations: the R epresentative 
Council, the Board of C ontrol, and the office of the 
executive secretary. T h e  council meets tw ice each 
year to determ ine policy for the group; the board  
meets periodically to conduct the m atter of policy 
execution; the executive secretary  handles the de­
tails for both groups in the m atter of directing the 
afFairs of the association.

W h e re  early  activities included some supervi­
sion of track meets and later fairly casual contact 
w ith basketball tournam ents, the IH S A A  today 
directs one of the largest athletic program s in the 
nation. It includes the basketball tourney, one of 
the biggest in the nation; state-w ide program s for 
track, baseball, w restling, swimming, cross coun­
try, golf, tennis, and related activities. T h e  asso ­
ciation also holds tw o coaching clinics each year a t 
a minimum cost to coaches and officials. In add i­
tion it holds more than fifty rules clinics each year 
in football, basketball, baseball, and  w restling. 
T his is to improve the caliber of officiating and to 
promote uniform understanding  and interpretation 
of the rules.

In 1939 the Iowa H igh School Insurance Com­
pany began operation to give low-cost medical
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protection for the high school athletes. T h is  group 
pays out far better than  90 per cent of its pre­
miums to lessen the economic burden w hen high 
school a th le tes are hurt.

T h e  offices of the IH S A A  w ere located from 
1923 to 1944 in D es M oines. In 1944 they w ere 
moved to Boone, w here the association now  ow ns 
its ow n building.

P erhaps the great w ork done by the Iow a H igh 
School A thletic A ssociation can best be explained 
by reading  the precise language of the g roup’s 
constitu tion:

The purpose of this Association shall be: to promote, 
develop, direct, protect, and regulate amateur interscholas­
tic athletic relationships between member schools and to 
stimulate fair play, friendly rivalry, and good sportsman­
ship among the contestants, schools and communities 
throughout the state.

Harry G. Burrell


