
Wilson in Iowa
President Woodrow Wilson made two trips to 

Iowa, both at rather crucial points in his career. 
The first was in 1916 when the country was turn­
ing its attention from domestic issues to the ques­
tion of preparedness, and the second was in 191Q 
during the bitter Senate fight over the League ot 
Nations. This was his last speaking tour which 
began September 4 in Ohio, and continued day 
and night all the way to the west coast and back 
to Pueblo, Colorado, where his health collapsed 
and he was forced to return to Washington. On 
both these visits the President spoke at the Coli­
seum in Des Moines and received a more than 
moderately warm welcome from a normally Re­
publican state.

In 1916 Wilson’s visit was part of a tour begun 
in January largely to call the attention of the 
Nation to the need for a greater army. That the 
issue of preparedness was to dominate the nation’s 
interest through the approaching presidential elec­
tion in the fall of the same year, is reflected in a 
cartoon by J. N. Darling appearing in the Des 
Moines Register and Leader just before Wilson’s 
visit. The cartoon shows “Tariff” as a young lady 
who is the deserted wallflower at the dance while
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an attractive young “ Preparedness’’ has grouped 
around her caricatures of such prominent figures 
as William Jennings Bryan, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and the President himself. The war in Europe had 
clearly caused the popularity of the new issue, yet 
Wilson had managed not to commit himself to the 
likelihood of American participation. In fact, two 
days before his Des Moines appearance, he had 
solemnly promised in a speech at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, “I pledge you that, God helping, I will 
keep it [the nation] out of war.”

The day before Wilson appeared (February 
2), the Des Moines papers were full of descrip­
tions of the preparations for his visit. “It will not 
be the mere recognition of the office,” one paper 
declared, “it will be in large measure the welcome 
of the man.” Iowa had voted for Wilson in 1912, 
in the electoral college, the first Democrat to re­
ceive such favor since Franklin Pierce. Now Io- 
wans were turning out to welcome him.

All along his route into the State, crowds gath­
ered at the station in below-zero weather. At 
Davenport, Iowa City, Grinnell, and Newton, 
Wilson spoke briefly from the rear platform of his 
train. Iowa City alone mustered 5,000 people, in­
cluding many students from the University who 
left their classes to greet him. At Grinnell, trag­
edy was narrowly avoided when the train began 
backing into the crowd as a mother was holding 
up her small child to shake hands with the Presi­
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dent. Everywhere the crowd was not a little curi- 
ous to see the President’s bride, the much-talked- 
of former Mrs. Edith Galt, whom he had mar­
ried less than three months before. People 
crowded around for a close look at the new Mrs. 
Wilson, and as the couple stepped off the train in 
Des Moines, a girl near the rope was heard to ex­
claim, “She looks just like her best pictures.”

At the state capital, Governor George W . 
Clarke and Mayor James R. Hanna were on hand 
to welcome the President. There were other wel­
coming delegates, a motor procession, dinners for 
officials of the arrangements committee, and a pa­
rade, but the President and Mrs. Wilson dined 
alone at the Chamberlain Hotel on a menu spe­
cially prepared by the head chef, Frank Tyck. 
(The menu of the President’s dinner appeared in 
the paper on the following day.) Crowds began 
collecting at the Coliseum by 4:30 and the roped- 
off block in front was completely filled by 6:00 
P.M., a half-hour before the doors were open.

That evening nearly 8,500 heard President 
Wilson declare, “There is danger to our national 
life.” This he gave as the reason “why greater 
preparedness is necessary in the United States.” 
The speech was received with enthusiasm and 
cheers, yet the conclusion the next day after the 
President’s train had moved on to Kansas City 
was that Iowans were still not won over. “There 
seemed to be an impression on the train that Iowa’s



296 THE PALIMPSEST

response to the president’s appeal was less pro­
nounced than that of states farther east. The mes­
sage was heard with earnest interest, but there 
was that about the crowds that led one to feel that 
they were disposed to go home and think it over 
soberly rather than be convinced offhand of grave 
perils threatening the country from without.” This 
seems to have been the President’s impression, too. 
At any rate, the result of the journey was a con­
viction that it was best not to hasten the larger 
preparations which Secretary of W ar Garrison 
demanded.

When Wilson come to Iowa on September 6, 
1919, preparedness and the war, too, were past 
events. The post-war period had brought the 
usual reaction to national solidarity which found 
one of its outlets in resentment against and delay 
in ratifying the Versailles Treaty. Wilson’s im­
patience with the delay made “Save the Peace’ 
his first purpose and the reason behind his tour of 
the country in the fall of 1919. It was a tour of 
desperation taxing all of his physical reserves and 
made out of his deep conviction that a failure to 
support Article X and the League of Nations was 
a betrayal by Americans of the men who had 
fought the war.

Again Des Moines hung out the bunting and 
made elaborate preparations to welcome the Presi­
dent. This time he arrived with an airplane escort 
which met his train twenty miles out and hovered



U lysses S . G rant 

D e s  M o i n e s ,  1 8 7 5

Grant came to Des Moines to address the 
Army of the Tennessee at their annual 
meeting.

O U R  G U E S T S .

W e  h a v e  w i t h  u s  t o - d a y ,  in  o u r  

y o u n g  p r a i r i e  c i ty ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

g u e s t s .  T h e  S o c i e t y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  

g r a n d e s t  a r m i e s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  

c o m e s  h e r e  t o  h o l d  i ts  A n n u a l  R e ­

u n i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  i ts  m e m b e r s  c o m e s  

m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m a n  o f  w o r l d - w i d e  

r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  r e n o w n .  T h e  p a ­

t r i o t  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  m o s t  i l l u s t r i o u s  

s o l d i e r  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  w h o s e  

n a m e  a n d  f a m e  a s  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  

a n d  c iv il  r u l e r  w i l l  in  a  d a y  n o t  

d i s t a n t  b e  l o v e d  a n d  c h e r i s h e d  

w i t h  e q u a l  w a r m t h  a n d  t e n d e r n e s s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  

L in c o ln  b y  a l l  A m e r i c a n s ,  h o n o r s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w i t h  h is  q u i e t  a n d  u n ­

o s t e n t a t i o u s  p r e s e n c e ,  —  h is  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  t h e  C a p i t a l  o f  I o w a .  H e  w il l  

m e e t  f r o m  o u r  p e o p l e  a  D e s  M o i n e s  w e l c o m e  —  s i n c e r e ,  h e a r t y ,  a n d  

W e s t e r n .  In  t h e  g r a t e f u l  h e a r t s  o f  I o w a  m e n  a n d  I o w a  w o m e n  h e  is 

f i rs t  a f t e r  A b r a h a m  L in c o ln .  A m o n g  t h e  r e s t  is G e n .  S h e r m a n ,  k n o w n  

a n d  l o v e d  b y  e v e r y  b o y  in  b lu e ,  a n d  a d m i r e d  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  f o r  h is  

m i l i t a r y  g e n i u s  a n d  p r o w e s s .  S e c r e t a r y  B e l k n a p ,  t h a n  w h o m  n o  m a n  

c o u ld  b e  m o r e  w e l c o m e  in  I o v /a ,  a n d  o f  w h o m  a l l  I o w a  is v e r y  p r o u d ,  

c o m e s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s .  T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  m e n  o f  l ik e  g r e a t  r e c o r d  a n d  

n a m e .  T h e y  a n d  a l l  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h e  h u m b l e s t  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  a n d  t h e  

h u m b l e s t  e q u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  a r e  a l l  v e r y  w e l c o m e  to  o u r  c i t y  a n d  

o u r  h o m e s .  O u r  S t a t e  f u r n i s h e d  a  n o b l e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  i m m o r t a l  m e n  

w h o  m a d e  u p  t h e  A r m y  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e ;  o u r  c i t y  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  

n e a r l y  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  n a m e s  a r e  m i n g l e d  w i t h  it in 

all  o f  i t s  p r o u d  h i s t o r y  a n d  p r e c i o u s  m e m o r i e s .  T h e  h e a r t s  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  

w a r m  to  it a s  to  t h e i r  o w n  k i n d r e d ,  a n d  a l l  w h o  w e r e  o f  it a n d  w i t h  it 

w ill  b e  w e l c o m e  h e r e  a s  t h e  e l d e r  c h i l d r e n  to  r e u n i o n  a t  t h e  h o m e s t e a d .  

Io w a  S ta te  W e e k l y  R e g is te r  ( D e s  M o i n e s ) ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1875 .



G rover C leveland

Grover Cleveland and wife in 
George Pullman’s special presiden­
tial car. Cleveland visited the 
Sioux City Corn Palace in 1887 
and declared it was the first "new 
thing" he had seen in his long 

swing around the circle that 
year.

W illiam M cKinley

William McKinley at Independence — October 16, 1899. The special train of seven 
Pullmans drawn by two engines carried President and Mrs. McKinley, his cabinet, 
and other distinguished guests. They were met by an immense throng that included 
over a thousand public school children carrying American flags.



President Roosevelt at Carroll in 1903.

President Roosevelt with Des Moines Boy Scouts.

T H E O D O R E  R O O S E V E L T  IN I O W A
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President Roosevelt at Osceola in 1903. President Roosevelt at Denison in 1903.

President Roosevelt addressing throng at unidentified whistle stop; postcard from 
Tipton-Cedar Rapids area.
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HER BERT HOOVER | j CHARLES CURT,

F e e b le  H o ld  ot 
H o o v e r  P I u ro liti

D e m o cra tic  C a n d id a te  M ain ta in*  
M ere  H o o d fu l c f  S to le*  a* 
M atte*

jp p c tfd ly  W e t T e r r i to ry  P ro v e*  P o ro d e  G ro u n d  fo r 
H erbert H o o v e r o n d  A ll H i* A ide* . N ot o S in g le  
D em ocrat S u rv iv in g  th e  S ta m p e d e

6.0. P. BREAKS BACKBONE OF SOHO SOU!
a F o lte  A la rm  E a rly  in  C a m p a i f t  
i ty . F a rm  P ro le* ! P rove*  a M yth .

R ev o lt. B ra n d e d  
B eeom e* R ea

Sew York G o v e rn o r. C h a m p io n  o f  Loot C a u te . 
Lead* H w  T ic k e t  o n d  C a m e *  16 o f  43  P rc c m c t* — 
Bond la tu e  W in* —  C o  n a ti tu t  io  no  I A m e n d m e n t 
D efeated 6* F FIELD BRITTLE 
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C aliforn ia

In th« ea r ly  m orning hour* th e  R epub lican  preaidenti 
nom ine* ga in ed  ettch an ad v a n ta g e  th a t G overn or Smil 
and C hairm an R aakob o f  th #  D em ocratic  n a tion a l com m j 
tee  a c k n o w led g ed  d e fe a t  a n d oeot th a if  con gratu la tion  
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la Ikr l«nti u  U* a«***' *Hoover Sweeps Stale;

Election of first Iowa-born President widely acclaimed

R e-elected  to  C ongress in  Second D istrict

Herbert Hoover wi th Robert D. B1 and William J. Petersen at W est Branch (1948)



Des Moines Register l'lioti
Senator L. J. Dickinson, Alf Landon, F. D. Roosevelt, Governor Clyde Herring.

Man on far-right was unidentified in 1936 but became President of the United States in 1945.

THE WEATHER

©l)je SM f f l o i n e# llextóler
T E M B E R  3 .1 9 3 6 . — E I G H T E E N  P A G E S

ROOSEVELT, LANDON HERE TODAV
Brunet, 16, Wins Health Roosevelt-Landon Day

i*4  L e*do* dt 
ni >1'r i s e s -io»

y. 0 4  défi­
ai gkt, foU

D. M. COUNTY 
FARM GIRL IS 
4 H  CHAMPION

THE CANDIDATES WILL NOW PRESCRIBE FOR THE DROUGHT HE NOW FACES
Crams' Like Student 

on Eve of Big 
Conference.

Edith Belknap Scores 
99.4 Pet.; 97 in 

Contest.

Attendance

O '
M U i
11,11»

» • i-n  «

E d ith  B e lk n ip  16 b lue­

eyed  bru n et from  Dr* M oines 

cou n ty . w u  n a m ed  lo w »  4 H 

c lu b  |u l  health  cham pion  

W edn esd ay  at th e  lo » a  a U tc  

fa ir
T he product o f  four g en era ­

tio n s  o f  Iow a farm  folk  

E d ith  Uvea on  ISO acre# o f  

land aeveo mile» n orth eaat of 

Media pc Ua. la  — the a* me 
and K«e gr*»» Wr.«
j im Ow» tm ylorww U j t  an« u  
LM «Um I <*/ th* IA/** tAU4/a* 
W Mr «r 1 Mn K H B« tkr.jp 

• S n n  I j p a t r «  I t

T O P E K A . K A N . —  Gov  

A lf  M Landon W ednes­

day “ cram m ed" on K ansas  

d rou gh t experience tike • 
atudent b efore  a en v a ter  ex- 
arzunabona to  m eet P resident
ItooMntt u U  f  o* array» ai f in j  
« U «  t u r n  at Um Sravigbt cm  
frrrfi«« to  Dm  Mat&M lad ay

Hu pnptriIM M  M ti smt mad* 
Mtssstbty for an « -rdLrarjr tao/«r  
«/>:« » ita  Um yraaldant »7 himaatf 
ta •  grew? *t l e rraor» wttn "aa 
poilUea u n h i d '  71m ta/* * tU  
vtü£» k  ra* 1 inm aU< dau ta- 
Atata* trat «MM im U U n u  It 
food poJUt* M  U  »m i  toy  >*■ 
OUtal advaala«* fra» Um s*m  
lam ia/ mjetinf Im 1» *Mn -a  
UM U'i a i ;  »nfaveraM« -a r tu r  

rv* i **aoj ia*a 
m i r  ail. tadafa >M«ae| W | »  

ie«*UMr far IS* fir»« a » «  Mac* 
Tan and Brvaa M  la IMS i* . 
•ppoatrg jv*«a«r.UaJ ^ae.-lMair* — 
r*«1 ' • »  ncntlM U a day M o n  
lUctiaa

Ciim itm  Lande« amount «4 a« 
«rlU m  aceanpaAMd la Dm  Main««

The program for Roceerelt 

mtely a t it could be mapped
Ince '

12 noon— P res dent R oosevelt •  specia l ( n i a  arrives at 

R ock Island sta tion  from  Salt Lake C ity . U tah

The tra in  » i l l  be m et by G overnor H erring and M ayor 

Josep h  H Alien, w ho will escort P resident R oosevelt to  

•ta leb ou ae.

The route to th e  ca p ilo l:

N orth  on F ifth  aj-». to  W alnut » t.. went to  T w elfth  «4. ;  

north  to  L ocust at. ea st to  E  N in th  a t  north  to  E  Grand 

ave east to  E  T w elfth  a t .  sou th  to  E . W alnut a^ w est to  

E  N in th  at., north  to  fts teh o u a e  private drive.

1 2 .3 0  p. on— Gov A lf U  Landon and o th er  governor»  

and U nited  S u tr a  sen ators leave  H otel F ort Dr* Moines 

by sam e route for aU tebouac.

1 :13  p. m .— V isitin g  n otab les g u ests  o f  G overnor Her­

ring at luncheon In tua o ffice . Mrs Jam es R oosevelt, 
daughter-in -law  o f  president, and Mlaa M argaret L ehand. 

president s peraooai secretary , g u ea u  o f  M rs H erring at 

lunch at H erring hom e. 130 T h irty -seven th  at.

2 :30  p. n*— G overnor H e m n g  caH sH rought confarencs  

to  order.

4 :30  p. m. — D rought conference adjourn*. President 

and governor» retrace routs to R ock Island station , w here  

governor» will b s dinner g u ests  o f  P resident R oosevelt 

aboard train

1 30 p « a — P resident's dinner for  governor» aboard 

train  Mra Jam es R oosevelt and Mias Lehand guest» o f  

Mrs H e m n g  for dinner

PRESIDENT OF 
WAY, FEAR 0 
POLITICS GOI

P u ts  K a n sa n s  Sccc 
o r  T h ir d  on  H ii 

C a llin g  L is t.

A B O A R D  P R E S Itl  
R O O S E V E L T S  TR 

CROSSING NEBRA5K> 

President Roosevelt ta ec  

w ty  to  Drs Moines to 1 
today with Gov. A lf M 

io n  00 tb s common gn  
o f the drought emerge:: 

The Republican preside
M B ta«  u»1 Ms i K s n

acfeattOM IS M Mond »  u-
,UM pr«— V  *  i w v *
MŸV â» wi» win tiacua» 
p r iM r i m« imaacaI« €r 
s-.ut» I M  Its tasglUM M  
vim iA m m m  m Uw» •

N o ta b le s  A r r iv in g ,  
C r o w d s  J a m  C ity

Ea/17 (M/f d  U M V 1 
•IM/» •* pchlMal W sw Un 
hi Dm  Mu — m ** Sms esm  

4ad IW7 w *  aaOdssu «  
m m  waua win ***w

T O PE K A  K AN vTt —  
G ov. Alf M L aadoa bad s  
new eam pwiga bal W ednes­
day — a ligh tw eigh t gray  
frit —  presented by H ayor  
R alph MNcheA of Lade- 
pendeeew. Kan

H otel* and »treeLa in D es M oines were crow ded W ednes­
day n ight as D o u b le s  began arriving for  one o f  th e  nation'» 
big sew »  events o f  1936— th e m eeting o f  P resident Rooarvatt
mi>0 Owvanwe Lt/tdo* »1 •  SrowgM tcM iri w  u*l»r

Am—i f  «ari7 ir « » »  V«r« Owr Owy »  f a r »  d  

Or* itjairrar rsisrasa sf m an* 2 I . 7 _ "

faSerai MtVlai» •  
1000 «ijm sf CrMgtl Mr 
it* ■ m mi

TIm premieat • atfnjw* ar
M M M  O f

I . . - W  ta«7 u n  laM **'-

■jmi vita i arwiga*
¡rupticuUy « 3 e* * 1 
[rM iîw l »7

Drought Conference in Des Moines made headlines in 1936.





Harry S. Truman at Chariton (1948).■iickenlooper and Dewey (Des Moines, 1944).

larry S. Truman with wife and daughter campaigning in Iowa. Governor Blue in foreground (194k

Adlai Stevenson with champions at National Field Days Program in Jasper County (1956).



Lyndon B. Johnson, Herschel C. Loveless, John F. Kennedy in Iowa (1960)

Dwight and Mamie Eisenhower at Boone (1952). Adlai Stevenson in Des Moines (1956).

Vice Pres. Richard M. Nixon, Robert E. Waggoner, and Win. Murray in Fort Dodge (1958).
All pictures in centerspread courtesy Des M oines R egister.
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C A M P A I G N  O F  1 9 4 8

Thomas E. Dewey greets Davenporters at railroad station.

m m m m

Harry S. Truman addresses giant throng at Dexter



P R E S I D E N T I A L  C A N D I D A T E S  I N  195 2

Dwight D. E isenhower Adlai Stevenson

REPUBLICAN CAM PAIGNERS

Richard N ixon Robert T aft Earl W arren

DEM OCRATIC CAMPAIGNERS

Harry T ruman Estes Kefauver Averill Harriman



T H E  E I S E N H O W E R  E R A

Nixon and Eisenhower visited Iowa 
many times between 1952 and 1960.

Guy Gillette greets 
as George Mills

Adlai Stevenson 
Listens in.

Davenport T ime#-Democrat  Piloto.

President Eisenhower addresses Iowa audiences in 1958. Senator Hickenlooper and 
Gubernatorial aspirant William G. Murray stand in rear of platform.



K E N N E D Y - N I X O N  IN I O W A — 1960

Davenport Times-Democrat  Photo.

Kennedy and Nixon meet just before their first Nation-wide Television debate.
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Davenport Timcs-Democrat Photo.

Davenport youngsters boost Nixon-Lodge ticket.



K E N N E D Y - J O H N S O N  IN I O W A  IN 1960

D avenport T im es-D em ocrat Photo.
Davenporters greet Candidate Kennedy in 1960.

M onticello E xpress Photo.
VP Candidate Lyndon B. Johnson addresses Monticello gathering in 1960.



Cedar It a//ids Gazette Photo.
Reporter Frank Nye interviews Barry Goldwater on arrival at Cedar Rapids on busi 
ness of a military and non-political nature.

Cedar R apids Gazette Photo.
Barry Goldwater and Eisenhower confer at Hershey, Pennsylvania, on strategy of 
the 1964 political campaign.



Cedar Rapidi} Gazette Photo.
Ex-President Truman visits Grinnell College campus and tells student he owes some 
respect for the office of President of the United States.

Cedar R apids Gazette Photo.
Hoover and Truman become fast friends after W orld W ar II. Both were principal 
speakers at the dedication of each other's Presidential Libraries. They met informally 
before the dedication of the Hoover Presidential Library on August 10, 1962.
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overhead as it pulled into the station. Governor 
William L. Harding and Mayor Thomas Fair- 
weather were on hand to welcome him officially. 
Again there were parades and processions and 
huge crowds which gathered at the Coliseum and 
waited more than two hours to hear the President 
speak. People began to arrive before 6 o'clock 
and by 6:30, when the doors were opened, the 
crowd was immense. Nine thousand persons lis­
tened to him declare, “America is the makeweight 
in the fortunes of mankind. How long shall we be 
kept waiting for the answer whether the world 
shall trust or despise us?" The following day part 
of his speech was reprinted in a front-page box by 
the Des Moines Register. This excerpt, besides 
presenting one angle of the significance of the 
Senate delay over ratification, is a good example 
of Wilson’s eloquence:

“There was another thing we wanted to do, that 
is done in this document (the peace of Versailles). 
W e wanted to see that helpless people were no­
where in the world put at the mercy of unscrupu­
lous enemies and masters. There is one pitiful ex­
ample which is in the hearts of all of us. I mean 
the example of Armenia. There was a Christian 
people, helpless, at the mercy of a Turkish govern­
ment which thought it the service of God to de­
stroy them. And at this moment it is an open ques­
tion whether the Armenian people will not, while 
we sit here and debate, be absolutely destroyed.
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When I think of words piled on words, of debate 
following debate, when these unspeakable things 
that cannot be handled until the debate is over are 
happening in these pitiful parts of the world, I 
wonder that men do not wake up to the moral re­
sponsibility of what they are doing.

“Great peoples are driven out upon a desert 
where there is no food and can be none, and they 
are compelled to die and then men, women and 
children are thrown into a common grave, so im­
perfectly covered up that here and there is a piti­
ful arm stretched out to heaven and there is no 
pity in the world. When shall we wake to the 
moral responsibility of this great occasion?

“One of the glories of the great document which 
I brought back with me is this: That everywhere 
within the area of settlement covered by the polit­
ical questions involved in that treaty, peoples of 
that sort have been given their freedom and guar­
anteed their freedom.

“To reject that treaty, to alter that treaty, is to 
impair one of the first characters of mankind. And 
yet there are men who approach the question with 
passions, with private passion and party passion, 
who think only of some immediate advantage to 
themselves or to a group of their fellow country­
men, and who look at the thing with the jaundiced 
eyes of those who have some private purpose of 
their own.

“When at last, in the annals of mankind they
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are gibbeted, they will regret that the gibbet is so 
high.”

The emotion behind this plea was so evidently 
sincere that most Iowa editors, regardless of the 
political affiliations of their papers, were inclined 
to agree with the Des Moines Register that, 
‘‘There is this to be said for President Wilson, he 
has always been on the large side.” Today as the 
peace following World W ar II likewise totters 
precariously, Wilson's crusade which took him to 
Des Moines and caused his collapse twenty days 
later seems even more significant. As one editor 
said of him then, “It is the measure of big men 
that they are on the big side of big events.”

Jean B. Kern


