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Stamps as Hobbies
Stamp collecting represents the largest single 

hobby in the United States—or perhaps for that 
matter the World. Ever since the first United 
States stamp was issued in 1847 (just six months 
after Iowa became a State) a steadily mounting 
interest in postage stamps has been manifested by 
Americans. Prior to World W ar I, added interest 
developed with the issuance of various United 
States Commemorative stamps.

During the past half century a wide variety of 
specialists have developed among philatelists. 
Some specialize only in United States stamps, or 
in the stamps of Canada, Mexico, South America, 
Central America, or the islands of the Caribbean. 
The stamps of England, France, Germany, Spain, 
Italy, Russia, and other European countries have 
their devotees. The continents of Africa and Asia, 
or special countries within these vast areas, afford 
a fertile field for collectors. Pre-cancelled stamps, 
plate number blocks, postmarks, meter advertising, 
and revenues offer still other opportunities for
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stamp enthusiasts. The field has become so large 
that specialists have developed in a wide variety of 
subjects — art and architecture, literature and 
music, religion and education, trains, ships and 
airplanes, animals, birds and fish, kings, queens 
and presidents, rivers, lakes and waterfalls, maps, 
inventions and sports, exploration and discovery, 
and a score of others.

One of the largest, fastest growing fields of phil
ately deals with First Day Covers. By 1965 the 
“First Day of Issue“ had become so well-advanced 
that the Washington Press of Maplewood, New 
Jersey, was publishing an 88-page catalogue (al
ready in its 32nd edition) which divided the vari
ous First Day Covers as follows:
Section A — Air Mail Issues
Section B — Air Mail Stamped Issues
Section C—Commemorative Issues
Section D — Commemorative Stamped Envelopes
Section E — Regular Issues
Section F — Regular Issues Stamped Envelopes
Section G — Coils, Imperforates, Booklet Panes
Section H — State Overprint Stamps (Kansas and

Nebraska)
Section I — Certified Mail, Special Delivery, Spe

cial Handling 
Section J — Postal Cards
In addition to the above, the book contained simi
lar categories in the United Nations Issues.



Commemorative Covers
During the past three decades, beginning with 

1938, four Iowa communities have been designat
ed by the Post Office Department as the place at 
which a First Day of Issue should be made ex
clusively for one of the Nation’s new Commemor
ative stamps. This honor is much sought after be
cause it focuses national attention on the spot so 
designated. Moreover, the First Day of Issue 
city continues to have its name appear in various 
stamp guides and postal literature, thus impressing 
its name on stamp collectors throughout the world.

Many Iowans may inquire — W hat is a “First 
Day of Issue” cover? The almost nine thousand 
members of the State Historical Society of Iowa 
who, on August 10, 1965, received the Hoover 
Memorial Stamp as a First Day of Issue, should 
be familiar with this interesting philately. Over 
two hundred enthusiastic “thank you” letters and 
cards have been received from grateful members 
of the Society and many others have phoned their 
appreciation.

For readers who did not receive a First Day of 
Issue cover we will quote Leo August, editor of 
the United States Specialized Catalog of First Day 
Covers.
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Essentially, a first day cover is an envelope to which 
a stamp has been affixed and cancelled on the day of its 
issue. A post-1920 cover usually has to meet two addi
tional requirements: it should be cancelled at the specially- 
designated “first day city” with one of the postmarks pre
pared specifically for use on the first day . . . Custom has 
decreed that the first day envelope should be white and 
of good quality, so it will not yellow with age. It should 
be standard 6% size whenever possible . . .

Since the 1930’s most collectors prefer to save 
cacheted First Day of Issue covers. A cacheted 
envelope is one which usually bears on its left side 
a rubber-stamped, printed, or engraved pictorial 
design with explanatory text. These cacheted cov
ers have reached a degree of perfection that adds 
much to their beauty as well as providing interest
ing, educational information for the collector. 
While most commercial dealers issue cacheted en
velopes as a part of their service, individuals fre
quently prepare special cachets. Between the two 
— commercial and individual — it is sometimes 
possible to collect more than one hundred different 
First Day of Issue covers for a single Commem
orative stamp. The values accruing from the study 
of United States Commemorative stamps are truly 
rewarding. The sixteen Columbian stamps of 
1893 (the first United States Commemorative 
stamps) pointed the way to America, and ultimate
ly to Iowa. The nine Trans-Mississippi “Omaha” 
Exposition stamps had an even more intimate as
sociation with Iowa history since they dealt with
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various phases of the American frontier — dis
covery and exploration, the fur-trading, mining, 
and military frontier, and the frontier of the farmer 
and the cattleman. The Pan-American stamps 
dealt with transportation — Great Lakes steamer, 
railroad, automobile, the steel-arch bridge at Niag
ara, the ship-canal at Sault Ste Marie, and the 
ocean steamer. Only five stamps were issued to 
commemorate the Louisiana Purchase, but since 
Iowa formed a part of this epoch-making event 
these stamps were significant in Iowa history.

Most of these early covers were issued on a cer
tain date, generally at “Any City" or at Washing
ton, D.C. Thus, the Columbians were dated from 
“Any City” January 2, 1893. They were with
drawn from sale on April 12, 1894. The Trans- 
Mississippi series, on the other hand, was first 
placed on sale at Omaha, Nebraska, on June 10, 
1898. The Pan-American Stamps (six in number) 
were first placed on sale at Buffalo, New York, 
on May 1, 1901, and withdrawn from sale on 
October 31 of that year, the opening and closing 
days of the Pan-American Exposition at Buf
falo. The Louisiana Purchase Stamp was first 
placed on sale at New Orleans on April 21, 1904; 
thereafter it appeared on sale at “Any City“ be
tween May 1 and December 1. The following 
stamps, or series of stamps, appeared in the years 
immediately preceding the Norse-American Stamp 
which is the first intimately associated with Iowa.
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S ta m p D a te  o f  Is su e

Ja m e s to w n A p r il  25, 1907

L in co ln F e b . 12, 1909

A la s k a -Y u k o n Ju n e  1, 1909

H u d s o n -F u lto n S e p t. 25. 1909

P a n a m a -P a c if ic

1 c e n t Jan . 1, 1913

5 c en t Jan . 1. 1913

10 c e n t Jan . 1, 1913

2 c en t Jan . 18, 1913

V ic to ry M a rc h  3. 1919

P ilg rim D ec . 18, 1920

T e r c e n te n a r y

H a rd in g  M e m o ria l S e p t. 1, 1923

H u g u e n o t-W a llo o n M a y  1, 1924

L e x in g to n -C o n c o rd A p ril 4 , 1925

P o s ta g e  S ta m p s  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s

P la c e  o f  Is su e

Ja m e s to w n , V irg in ia  

A n y  C ity

S e a ttle , W a s h in g to n  

N e w  Y o rk

S a n  F ra n c is c o  

S a n  F ra n c is c o  

S a n  F ra n c is c o  

S a n  F ra n c is c o  

W a s h in g to n ,  D . C .

P ly m o u th , P ro v in c e to w n  

M a s s a c h u s e tts

M a r io n , O h io  & W a s h in g to n  

11 c itie s

B o sto n , C a m b rid g e , C o n c o rd , 

(1 9 6 2 )  L e x in g to n

The importance of Commemorative stamps and 
First Day of Issue covers as tools in studying Iowa 
history can be readily demonstrated.

The handsome Wisconsin Tercentenary Stamp, 
which was issued on July 7, 1934, depicted the ar
rival of the French explorer, Jean Nicolet, among 
the Winnebago Indians at Green Bay in 1634. 
Nicolet’s feat was an important step in pointing 
the way to Iowa. The picture on the postage stamp 
was reproduced by the Society on the front cover 
of the July 1960 issue of The Palimpsest which 
dealt exclusively with the Winnebago Indians in 
Iowa. Nicolet was the forerunner of Joliet and 
Marquette who in turn were honored in the one- 
cent stamp in the Trans-Mississippi “Omaha” Ex
position series of 1898.

A second important stamp celebrated the 1 50th
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Anniversary of the Ordinance of 1787 and the or
ganization of the Old Northwest Territory. The 
center of this stamp showed a map of the United 
States in 1787, with the Northwest Territory and 
Southwest clearly featured. On the left-hand side 
is Reverend Manasseh Cutler, purchasing agent 
of the Ohio Company, who bought huge tracts of 
choice Ohio land for the Revolutionary W ar vet
erans. On the right-hand side one sees General 
Rufus Putnam, a distinguished Revolutionary 
W ar soldier, who formed the Ohio Company of 
Associates in Boston.

Iowa constitutional and governmental history 
stems from the Ordinance of 1787. In addition, 
three towns in the Old Northwest served as capi
tals for Iowa — Vincennes, Indiana, 1805-1806; 
Detroit, Michigan, 1834-1836; and Belmont, 
Wisconsin, 1836-1837. The first governor of the 
Territory of Iowa, Robert Lucas, came from Ohio. 
Lucas had served two terms as Governor of Ohio 
before his appointment as Governor of the Terri
tory of Iowa. Curiously, the Northwest Ordi
nance Stamp deserves special mention in philatelic 
history because it was the first one on which the 
"killer bar" was used that cancelled the stamp and 
also carried the legend First Day of Issue which 
took place at Marietta, Ohio, and New York City 
on July 13, 1937.

Closely associated with the Ordinance of 1787 
is the Northwest Territory Stamp issued the fol
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lowing year to commemorate the 150th Anniver
sary of the settlement of the Northwest Territory 
at Marietta, Ohio, in 1788. This was the same 
year that Washington was elected president. It 
was likewise the same year that the Fox Indians 
granted Julien Dubuque the right to work the lead 
mines around their village on Catfish Creek near 
present-day Dubuque. First sold at Marietta on 
July 15, 1938, the Northwest Territory Stamp pre
ceded by a scant month the Iowa Territorial Com
memorative Stamp which went on sale at Des 
Moines on August 24, 1938. Ohio, the first state 
carved out of the Northwest Territory, furnished 
more settlers to Iowa than any other state before 
the Civil W ar.

In 1944 the Post Office Department issued a 
stamp commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the 
completion of the Transcontinental railroad by the 
junction of the Central Pacific and Union Pacific 
at Promontory Point, Utah, on May 10, 1869. 
The stamp was first placed on sale at Omaha, Ne
braska; Ogden, Utah; and San Francisco, Cali
fornia. President Lincoln fixed the Eastern termi
nus of the Union Pacific at Council Bluffs in 1862. 
General Grenville M. Dodge, a long-time resident 
of Council Bluffs, was the chief engineer in charge 
of construction of the Union Pacific from the Mis
souri River to Promontory Point, Utah.

On October 16, 1946, a stamp was issued com
memorating the 100th Anniversary of the entry of
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General Stephen W atts Kearny into Santa Fe dur
ing the Mexican W ar. It should be pointed out 
that 500 men in Kearny’s army were Mormons 
who had just completed, or were on the verge of 
completing, their trek across Iowa from Nauvoo 
on the Mississippi to the Missouri. Brigham 
Young granted Captain James Allen permission 
to recruit 500 of his men for the Mexican W ar in 
return for $20,000 which was needed to help the 
exodus of the Mormons to Utah. These 500 men 
constituted the famous Mormon Battalion that was 
trained by General Kearny at Fort Leavenworth 
before setting out overland for Sante Fe. Ulti
mately, the Mormon Battalion followed Kearny 
to California and aided in its conquest. The stamp 
was first placed on sale at Santa Fe.

Closely associated with Iowa history is the 
Utah Centennial Stamp which was first placed on 
sale on July 24, 1947, at Salt Lake City. Because 
the first leg of the Mormon trek lay across Iowa, 
and because this trek was perhaps the most color
ful event in Iowa during the year 1846, it deserves 
special mention and association with the Iowa 
story. At one time during the summer of 1846, 
there were as many as 15,000 Mormons moving 
across Southern Iowa. Their presence is remem
bered in such names as Garden Grove and Mount 
Pisgah in the Hawkeye State.

The 100th Anniversary of the discovery of gold 
in California was appropriately commemorated by
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a stamp issued at Coloma, California, on January 
24, 1946. Scores of Iowa communities saw some 
of their best citizens join the mad trek to California 
and thousands of Forty-Niners streamed across 
Iowa in search of fame and fortune. The number 
of Iowans in California was so great that they 
played a leading role in framing the California 
Constitution in 1850. In other words, the newly 
adopted Iowa Constitution of 1846 served as a 
model for the Constitution of California. A Cali
fornia Statehood Stamp was placed on sale at Sac
ramento on September 9, 1950.

A stamp commemorating the 150th Anniversary 
of the Louisiana Purchase was placed on sale at 
St. Louis on April 30, 1953. Since Iowa was, in 
the words of William Salter, the “first free state 
in the Louisiana Purchase“ and since Thomas Jef
ferson subsequently sent forth Lewis and Clark, 
and Zebulon M. Pike, the Louisiana Purchase is 
of real interest to Iowans. In addition, the erec
tion of Fort Madison in 1808 must also be associ
ated with the Louisiana Purchase.

The invention of the telegraph and the success
ful laying of the Atlantic Cable were vitally im
portant to Iowa. The telegraph linked citizens of 
the Hawkeye State with their relatives and friends 
back East after its completion to the Mississippi 
in 1848. Ten years later, in 1858, the Atlantic 
Cable was successfully laid, and Iowa was linked 
with Europe. The excitement generated by both



these events can only be likened to such innova
tions as television or the advent of man into space. 
The 100th Anniversary of the transmittal of the 
first telegraph message was observed by the sale of 
the Telegraph Commemorative Stamp at W ash
ington and Baltimore, on May 24, 1944. The At
lantic Cable Stamp was first placed on sale in New 
York on August 15, 1958. The story of the suc
cessful laying of the Atlantic Cable is described 
in the October 1958 issue of The Palimpsest.

One might continue at length to associate var
ious commemorative stamps with the story of 
Iowa. Of more than passing interest would be 
such stamps as the Poultry Industry Commemora
tive Stamp (1948), Swedish Pioneers (1948), 
American Turners Society (1948), the Grand 
Army of the Republic (1949), the Boy Scouts of 
America (1950), Newspaperboys (1952), the 
4-H Clubs (1952), Future Farmers (1953), Land 
Grant Colleges (1955), Labor Day (1956), 
Teachers of America (1957), Boys’ Club of 
America (1960), Homestead Act (1962), City 
Mail Delivery (1963).

There are so many of America’s great men as
sociated with Iowa history that the list could al
most be endless — Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. 
Lee, Francis Scott Key, John James Audubon, 
George Washington Carver — to mention a few. 
Truly, many stamps on a variety of subjects might 
be associated directly or indirectly with Iowa.

COM M EM ORATIVE COVERS  379



Sharing Commemorative Honors
Norse~American Stamp

The first instance where Iowa was singled out 
by a First Day of Issue occurred on May 18, 
1925, when two stamps appeared simultaneously 
in commemoration of the Norse-American Cen
tennial. The occasion marked the arrival in New 
York, on October 9, 1825, of the sloop Restaura- 
tionen with the first group of fifty-two Norwegian 
immigrants to the United States from Norway.

The two-cent Norse-American Stamp had for 
its central design a ship representing the sloop 
Restaur at ionen, with a smaller craft in the back
ground, from a photo-engraving. The five-cent 
stamp had for its central design a Viking ship, also 
from a photo-engraving. The first issues of the 
Norse-American commemorative stamps were 
placed on sale at the following post offices: Algona 
and Decorah in Iowa; St. Paul, Minneapolis, Ben
son, and Northfield in Minnesota; and Washing
ton, D.C. The printing was only 1,900,983 of the 
five-cent Viking ship and 9,104,983 of the two- 
cent Norwegian sloop variety.

The fifty-two immigrants from Norway who ar
rived aboard the Restaurationen marked the first 
of more than 200,000 Norwegians who settled in
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the United States in the next fifty years. Most of 
these Norsemen settled in the Midwest — a good
ly number of them in Iowa. Winneshiek County 
has always been the Norwegian stronghold in 
Iowa, but in seven other Iowa counties Norwegi
ans have represented the most numerous foreign 
element. As a result, Decorah, where picturesque 
Luther College is located, was chosen as one point 
from which to issue the Norse-American Stamp. 
Algona, for some inexplicable reason (but not be
cause Kossuth County led in Norwegians) was 
named to share this honor with Decorah.

Project Mercury
In selecting seven points for simultaneous issue, 

the Post Office Department departed from what 
already had become fairly established procedure. 
Only rarely does the Department allow more than 
one place of issue. The most memorable exception 
occurred on February 20, 1962, when the Post 
Office Department signaled the first orbital flight 
of a United States astronaut (John H. Glenn, Jr.) 
by the issuance of the four-cent “Project Mer
cury" Commemorative Stamp.

It was the first time in history that an unannounced 
United States commemorative stamp was issued simul
taneously with the event it memorialized. Designed and 
printed under tight security precautions, the stamp was 
distributed well in advance of the flight. . . .  A total of 310 
million of these stamps was issued to meet the unprece
dented demand and 3 million first day covers were can

SHARING COM M EM ORATIVE HONORS  381
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celed “Cape Canaveral, Fla., 3:30 P.M., Feb. 20, 1962.“ 
Provision was made for collectors to purchase these first 
day covers through the Philatelic Sales Agency, W ash
ington, D. C., for a limited time, since they could not be 
obtained in the regular manner.

The actual number of post offices selected was 
305 of which five — Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, 
Sioux City, Davenport and Waterloo — were des
ignated in Iowa. These, it will be noted, were the 
five largest cities in the State.

To avoid any leak, all transactions between the 
Post Office Department and the Bureau of En
graving were transmitted verbally rather than by 
letter and formal receipts. All designs, models, and 
die proofs were arranged and exchanged in hand- 
to-hand operation. The ingenious lengths taken 
to insure secrecy through various steps — design, 
engraving, printing, shipping, distribution of the 
stamps to 305 Postal Inspectors with sealed in
structions as to how they were to proceed was a 
tremendous challenge that was made all the more 
difficult by the frequent postponement of Glenn’s 
flight. The stamping of 250,000 envelopes sur
reptitiously at Washington, D.C., beginning on 
November 4, and the postmarking of these with 
others at Cape Canaveral on February 20 brought 
the total number of First Day of Issue envelopes 
at that point to almost 3,000,000. How this was 
done secretly at Cape Canaveral, and simultane
ously at 305 other post offices, makes Project Mer



cury one of the most intriguing tales in philatelic 
history. James F. Kelleher, Special Assistant to 
Postmaster General J. Edward Day, wrote:

At the 305 post offices where the stamp was available 
on February 20, a total of 10,290,850 had been sold by 
the end of the day. By February 28, orders from the 
field totaled 187,598,000. The original printing — that 
secret one — had been 120 million copies. Late in the 
evening of February 20 a second printing of 100 million 
was ordered. On February 28, in view of the orders from 
the field, a third printing of still another 100 million 
was ordered. Within just ten days of its release there 
were 320 million Project Mercury stamps — a record for 
a commemorative issue . . . Nothing in philately ever 
quite will approach the Post Office Department’s Project 
Mercury, the first time that a stamp went on sale all over 
the nation at the exact hour of the event it commemor
ated. When that brisk sunny day, February 20, 1962, 
began, just a handful of people knew that a feat unheard 
of in philatelic history was about to be accomplished. By 
nightfall, the world was talking about John Glenn’s three 
orbits around the earth; and stamp collectors also were 
marvelling at the most dramatic event in the annals of 
their hobby.

In Iowa the five postmasters were given the 
sealed package containing their Project Mercury 
Stamps immediately after John Glenn was safely 
landed. Following their instructions carefully, 
postmasters gave newspapers as well as radio and 
television stations the story of Project Mercury 
and with it the announcement that the stamps were 
on sale in the local post office.

SHARING COM M EM ORATIVE HONORS  383
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One of the first individuals to be alerted in Ce
dar Rapids was Norman Erickson, an avid stamp 
collector and an officer of the Cedar Rapids Stamp 
Club. Erickson hastened to the post office, bought 
his stamps, procured 300 envelopes, and affixed 
his Project Mercury Stamps to them. He then had 
them run through the cancelling machine, giving 
him First Day of Issue envelopes at Cedar Rapids 
on February 20. But this was not enough. Erick
son then designed and had printed an appropriate 
cachet which gave him one of the most attractive 
First Day of Issue covers personally issued in the 
country. Erickson then began to trade his cover 
with those who had possessed both his foresight 
and initiative around the Nation. As a result, 
Erickson had acquired 75 First Day of Issue of 
Project Mercury at the time this issue of The Pal
impsest was going to press.

The Project Mercury Stamp is definitely one of 
Iowa’s First Day of Issue stamps. The number of 
stamps actually sold by the five Iowa post offices 
is not known, nor is the number of First Day of 
Issue known for Iowa, but the number would not 
have been great.

Kennedy Memorial Stamp
The John F. Kennedy Memorial Stamp ap

peared on May 29, 1964, with 2,003,096 First Day 
of Issue covers passing through the Boston post 
office alone. The Kennedy stamp, however, was 
given the most widespread distribution of any
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Commemorative stamp, even surpassing the Proj
ect Mercury Stamp. This came about when it was 
decided that every post office in the United States 
would be permitted to sell Kennedy stamps on the 
opening day of sale — May 29, 1964. A total of 
400,000,000 Kennedy stamps were printed and 
their widespread distribution insured their speedy 
disappearance from postal sales. The policy
adopted qualified 1,010 Iowa post offices and 34,- 
064 United States post offices to make First Day 
of Issue sales. The actual number of post offices, 
by classes in Iowa and the United States, stood as 
follows on May 31, 1964:

Presidential

First Second Third Fourth
Class Class Class Total Class Total

Iowa 98 245 514 857 153 1,010
U.S. 4,360 6,867 12,934 24,161 9,923 34,084

In its official Postal Bulletin dated May 7, 1964, 
the Post Office Department warned postmasters 
not to place the Kennedy Stamp on sale before 
May 29, 1964, the 47th birthday anniversary of 
the late President. It also pointed out that the 
First Day of Issue cancellation could be obtained 
only from Boston, Massachusetts. Finally, post
masters were directed to cooperate with any and 
all local groups in arranging for observances 
planned in connection with the issuance of the 
Kennedy Memorial Stamp.
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The Norse-American, Project Mercury, and 
Kennedy Memorial stamps represent special sit
uations that did not ordinarily prevail in First 
Day of Issue covers. The tremendous magnitude 
of printing, sales, and distribution of the Project 
Mercury and Kennedy Memorial stamps stand in 
sharp contrast with the relatively small figures as
sociated with the Norse-American Commemora
tive Stamp. The difference, in a sense, graphical
ly reveals the growth of interest in First Day of 
Issue covers throughout Iowa and the Nation.



The NRA Stamp at Nira
The Fairfield Ledger contained an item of more 

than passing interest for Fred Spielman that hot 
August day in 1933. The Post Office Department 
in the Nation’s capital announced that a new stamp 
would be issued “to direct attention to and arouse 
support of the Nation” for the National Industrial 
Recovery Act. Popularly known as the NRA, this 
was one of several Alphabeticals that was being 
spawned at Washington that year. A total of 
400,000,000 stamps were to be printed and the 
First Day of Issue was to be sent from W ash
ington exclusively on August 15.

Now Fred Spielman was more than a well- 
thought-of citizen of Fairfield. He was also a 
widely known and highly respected philatelist — 
specializing in United States stamps. His love for 
philately was a business as well as a hobby, and 
his enthusiasm for the “King of Hobbies” knew no 
bounds. The report on the forthcoming NRA 
Stamp gave Fred Spielman an idea which he re
vealed in his story in the October 1933 issue of 
Stamps. As Spielman relates:

The announcement of the issue of the NRA stamp came 
at the same moment that we discovered there was a town 
named Nira only 38 miles away, and the only town of that

387



388 THE PALIM PSEST

name in the Post Office Directory. W e, Mrs. Spielman 
and myself, made a quick trip there and found a general 
store with a small Post Office with 26 mail boxes. The 
Postmaster was out on his daily huckster trip, buying eggs 
and chickens. W e located him by ’phone and he came in. 
W e told him we were going to try and put Nira on the 
map, and while he could not exactly get the idea, he could 
understand the benefits of increased business to a fourth 
class Postmaster, and was ready and willing to cooperate.

That same day Spielman sent a telegram to 
Postmaster General James A. Farley, asking that 
the little post office of Nira, Iowa, be designated to 
send out the First Day of Issue of the NRA 
Stamp. Postmaster Yoder sent out a similar re
quest to Mr. Farley. By nightfall Spielman had 
located Congressman Edward C. Eicher of the 
First District and excitedly explained what he 
wished him to do. Congressman Eicher proved 
just as foggy on the subject of First Day of Issue 
covers as the Nira Postmaster. He frankly admit
ted to Spielman that he “didn’t know a postage 
stamp from a Christmas seal” but declared he was 
willing to cooperate in every way since Nira was 
located in his District. Congressman Eicher's first 
job, Spielman pointed out, was to wire President 
Roosevelt and Postmaster General Farley, asking 
that the post office at Nira, Iowa, rather than at 
Washington, D. C., be designated for the honor 
of the First Day of Issue of the NRA Stamp.

Unfortunately for Nira, the wheels of govern
ment had swung into action so fast that this request
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could not be granted. On August 5, Third Assist
ant Postmaster General C. B. Eilenberger wrote 
the Nira postmaster as follows:

In reply to your letter of August 2, addressed to the 
Postmaster General, you are advised that it will not be 
possible to designate your office to first offer the NRA 
emergency stamp for sale. Because of the urgent necessity 
of having these stamps available for sale at the earliest 
date possible, they will be first placed on sale at Washing
ton, D. C., only, as there is not time to make necessary 
preparations or sufficient notification to stamp collectors 
throughout the country for their sale at any additional post 
offices.

Your interest and cooperation in this matter is appreci
ated, and it is regretted that it is not practicable to comply 
with your request.

Since this letter was dated only ten days before 
the advertised date of issuance of the NRA Stamp, 
the explanation is readily understandable to all 
philatelists interested in First Day of Issue cov
ers. But all was not lost! Thanks to the prodding 
of Congressman Eicher, Fred Spielman, and other 
Iowa stamp enthusiasts, and because both Presi
dent Roosevelt (himself an avid stamp collector) 
and Postmaster General Farley saw the Nira re
quest as reasonable and just, it was agreed to give 
the little Washington County community the hon
or of being the "Second Day of Sale’’ for the 
forthcoming NRA Stamp on August 17.

News of this honor electrified little Nira, W ash
ington County, and First Day Cover enthusiasts
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throughout Iowa and the Nation. At the same time 
it was suddenly driven home to Postmaster Yoder 
that a tremendous responsibility had been thrust 
upon him. The sudden decision of the Post Office 
Department to accord Nira this honor posed an 
equally difficult problem to those commercial 
stamp firms who specialized in securing First Day 
of Issue covers for their many thousands of cus
tomers. Would this Nira cancellation on the exclu
sive second day have equal popularity and value 
with the First Day of Issue? Would it pay them to 
make the long jump from Washington to Nira? Or 
would the primary interest be focused on the Nira 
cancellation, which itself would have special ap
peal to rabid philatelic fans? Only time would tell.

Meanwhile, on August 8, 1933, the Iowa City 
Press-Citizen carried the following news release 
from Washington:

Nira, only town in the United States to bear the nick
name of the national industrial recovery act, will be the 
second city to distribute the special issue of the NRA 
stamps. The first city will be Washington, D. C.

The federal government has chosen this town’s fourth 
class post office to be the second in the nation to offer for 
sale the special stamps which are a part of the industrial 
recovery program. The official sale starts in the nation’s 
capital August 15. Nira’s sale starts August 17. The rest 
of the country follows.

Stamp collectors are expected to flood the post office here 
with requests for letters mailed with the NRA stamp and 
postmarked Nira. Postmaster E. J. Yoder has been ad



vised that a special consignment of the stamps will be for
warded to take care of the anticipated rush of business.

Four hundred million of the stamps are being printed to 
keep the recovery campaign constantly before the people. 
Congressman Edward C. Eicher of Washington called at
tention to the fact that Nira in his home county was the 
only community bearing the name of the national recovery 
industrial act seal.

So after Washington, little Nira, a town of 20 persons, 
comes next.

The stamp, known as the “NRA emergency postage 
stamp,” will have as its central subject the figures of a 
farmer, a businessman, an industrial worker and a female 
employee to typify American industry “as they walk hand 
in hand in a common determination.”

The few days that remained before August 17 
were filled with feverish activity in Nira. Not only 
was the problem of servicing stamp collectors im
minent, but Postmaster Yoder had to see that 
ample food and at least some form of entertain
ment, which had been promised to them by Fred 
Spielman, was provided for the hundreds of vis
itors who were bound to descend upon the little 
community.

On August 17, 1933, the Iowa City Press~Citi~ 
zen carried a full account of little Nira — a com
munity that overnight became a “stamp collector’s 
paradise.” The first stamp cancelled was on a let
ter addressed from Postmaster E. J. Yoder to 
President Roosevelt, which was sent by carrier 
pigeon from Nira to its home cote in Moline. The
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bird made the distance of seventy miles in one hour 
and thirty-three minutes, and upon its arrival in 
Moline the envelope with its stamp was forwarded 
to President Roosevelt for his personal collection.

The message, sent to the Associated Press by 
carrier pigeon, read in part as follows:

This tiny village of 20 souls, nestled in the hills of the 
extreme northwest corner of Washington county, where 
train service is twice daily, and telephone and telegraph 
communication are not the best, and. hitherto almost un
heard of, had fame suddenly thrust upon it when the new 
NRA stamp went on sale. . . .

W hen Postmaster E. J. Yoder opened his general store, 
which houses the post office, the barber chair, and the 
Yoder family, consisting of more than one-third of the 
town’s population, he was greeted by a group of stamp 
collectors eager to make the first purchase. . . . Scores of 
philatelists from Davenport, Iowa City, Washington, Fair- 
field and other Iowa cities came and went after adding the 
famous stamp to their collection.

There was much excited activity within the general store 
for on one of the counters were stacks of packages and 
envelopes containing thousands of requests for the new 
stamps. They came from all parts of the United States and 
Canada. Behind the counter stood the postmaster’s charm
ing daughter and chief assistant, Miss Orpha Yoder. A bit 
calmer than the rest of the workers, she was busy opening 
and sorting the packages and bulky envelopes and arrang
ing the contents in piles to receive the stamp under the 
thud of the postmaster, who also is automobile mechanic, 
clerk, driver and handy man for his father. . . .

More than 25,000 letters had been received for cancel
lation by Thursday morning, for stamp collectors place a 
high value on first day cancellations. . . .
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More than 300 cars, carrying a crowd estimated at more 
than 1,000, attended the morning events. A tug-of-war 
and several foot races were to feature the afternoon events, 
while a large crowd watched the arrival and departure of 
the morning and afternoon trains, each of which carried a 
large amount of outgoing mail.

To the far corners of the world letters are going from 
Nira. Collectors in Holland, Germany, France, Brazil, 
Japan, Hawaii, and the Samoan islands have all placed 
their orders.

It was a big day for Nira, a day which was aug
mented by music by the Brower sisters quartet of 
Keokuk County, an invocation by Reverend 
Dewey of Wellman, a speech by Congressman 
Edward C. Eicher, another by Professor Royal A. 
Holbrook of Iowa State College (an avid stamp 
collector who had purchased the first NRA stamps 
that day) and a benediction by Reverend Edward 
Deener of Wellman.

It was a big day for the post office and the 
friendly townfolk of little Nira. The more faithful 
of the First Day of Issue collectors tarried in the 
little community, feasting on the truck load of 
watermelon which Postmaster Yoder personally 
provided for the occasion and watching the morn
ing and evening trains pull into the little station. 
Great excitement was caused when the Des 
Moines Register autogiro circled and landed for a 
few moments at Nira.

The NRA Stamp brought more business in a 
single day to the Nira Post Office than it had had
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in the previous decade. By nightfall, however, the 
crowd had just about satisfied its demand for the 
new stamp and folk began to wend their way 
homeward. Postmaster Yoder estimated that ap
proximately 30,000 three cent stamps had been 
sold, representing $900, a “big piece of business 
in Nira.”

The official report of the Post Office Depart
ment indicated that 65,000 First Day of Issue 
covers had been mailed in Washington, D. C., on 
August 15, 1933. Since the sale of the NR A Stamp 
at Nira was really a second day feature no figures 
have been included in subsequent First Day of 
Issue reports. Moreover, Nira itself was soon to 
disappear into the limbo of over two thousand 
other discontinued Iowa post offices.

On October 15, 1936, Postmaster E. J. Yoder 
mailed a letter to his friend F. A. Spielman in Fair- 
field in the upper left hand corner of which he had 
written “Last day Cancel.“ Thus, Nira, a post of
fice that had been established on April 8, 1880, 
with Noah Farley as first postmaster, disappeared 
from the U. S. Official Postal Guide to be heard of 
no more. And the little town itself has moldered 
away and died — sans railroad, sans post office, 
sans inhabitants. But a flood of happy memories 
came back to all those fortunate enough to possess 
an NR A Stamp with a Nira postmark dated Au
gust 17, 1933. Truly, the NR A Stamp brought the 
biggest day in its life to little Nira, Iowa.



The Iowa Territorial Stamp
The first postage stamp that directly commemo

rated the Hawkeye State was issued in 1938 in 
honor of the Iowa territorial centennial. This 
stamp holds a unique position in American philat
ely, since Iowa was the first Territory to be so com
memorated.

The first efforts on the part of the Iowa Terri
torial Centennial Committee and other Iowans to 
secure a commemorative stamp met with an em
phatic refusal by the Post Office Department on 
the ground that stamps had never been issued in 
honor of Territories. On May 9, 1938, President 
Roosevelt expressed sympathy with Iowa's desire 
for a stamp but regretted he could not overrule the 
decision of the Post Office Department. When 
the entire Iowa delegation rallied around Senator 
Clyde Herring and Congressman Fred Bierman 
in their fight and threatened to introduce a bill in 
Congress to compel the Post Office Department to 
issue an Iowa stamp, the Department finally capit
ulated and Senator Herring jubilantly wired the 
Centennial Committee of the success of his long 
fight.

A number of Iowa towns promptly requested 
that the honor of the first day's sale of the terri-

395



396 THE PALIM PSEST

torial stamp be granted to them. Burlington was 
a logical choice since it had been the territorial 
capital in 1838. Dubuque stressed her claim of 
being the oldest city and was actually celebrating 
her 150th Anniversary when Iowa was observing 
its territorial centennial. Iowa City’s claim rested 
on the fact that it served as the capital for three- 
fourths of the territorial period and for the first 
eleven years of statehood. Moreover, the Old 
Capitol at Iowa City had been selected as the 
central design for the stamp. Des Moines was the 
State capital and the largest city.

The Centennial Committee at first sought to 
have the stamps placed on sale simultaneously in 
all Iowa post offices in order to avoid discrimina
tion against any city, but the Post Office Depart
ment declared this would be unprecedented, ex
tremely expensive, and unfair to stamp collectors. 
After considerable delay the Post Office Depart
ment finally wired the Iowa Centennial Committee 
on June 6 stating that one place would have to 
be designated and suggesting August 24 at Des 
Moines during State Fair Week. The Committee 
agreed and awarded the first day’s sale of the 
stamps to Des Moines.

Iowa received nationwide and even interna
tional publicity from its first commemorative 
stamp, a purple three-cent stamp of special deliv
ery size featuring the Old Capitol at Iowa City. A 
total of 47,064,300 were printed, of which 245,200
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B urling ton  se rv e d  as the  first c a p ita l from  1838-1841, a n d  Io w a  C ity  a s  the  second  c ap ita l 
from J 8 4 1-1846. T h e  O ld  S to n e  C a p ito l co n tin u e d  a s  b o th  the  T e rr i to r ia l  a n d  S ta te  C ap ito l 
to  1857. T h e  G o v e rn o r  a n d  the  S u p rem e  C o u r t  h a d  th e ir  offices in the  O ld  S to n e  C a p ito l 
and  the  T e rr i to r ia l  an d  S ta te  law s  b e tw een  1842 a n d  1857 w ere  e n ac ted  in th is h isto ric  
build ing. T o d a y  O ld  C a p ito l is the  a d m in is tra tiv e  bu ild in g  o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f Iow a.
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Iow a becam e a te rrito ry  Ju ly  4th. J638 under P resident 
V an B ureo w ith  B urlington the C apito l. T h e  first ter 
rlto ria t L egislature m et N ov . J2, J838 in the O ld Zion
C hurch  The C apitol m oved to Iow a C ity  in 184 J and 
De» M oines in 1857.

Issu ed  to  o b s e rv e  the  C e n te n n ia l  o f  th e  A d m iss io n  o f  Io w a  in to  th e  U n io n  o n  D ec . 28. 1846.

S t e a m b o a t  IO W A  S a l u t e s  

C e n t e n n i a l  St a t e  o f  Io w a  

1 8 4 6  -  1 9 4 6  

W il l ia m  J. P e t e r s e n

sp ec ia l p e rso n a l F ir s t  D a y  o f Issu e  u sin g  b o th  T e r r i to r ia l  a n d  S ta te  s ta m p s  on  the  co v er.

FIRST DAY COVER **

T / ~ \ T 7 r 7  A

%

C . B .  B u t t e r f i e l d ,  
5 5  Z .a r l  S t r e e t ,  

S p r i n g f i e l d ,6,

T e s s a c h u s e  t t s .
W illiam  J  P e tersen  C ollection s

Illegal m ailin g  from  th e  U .S .S . Auburn  o n  A u g u s t 3 f 1946.
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100 YEARS OF STATEHOOD 

I O W A 'nJ a C /^
AUG.

3
9:00 AM Fli ST DAY OF ISSUE

( B B  6 3)  N a m e d  in  H o n o r  o f  
t h e  S t n t e  o f  Ton*»

S p ec ia l c a c h e t h o n o rs  the  b a ttle sh ip  Io w a  o n  A u g u s t 3. 1946.

H O N O R I N G  T H J .  A R M E D  F O R C E S
(u.  S *N A v y )

** *>>? I
fC» I

-F IF S T  DAY OF ISSU E-

U * * *<.»•» Of Tmi«  t ■ t t i

BjIiIo Stations of a Mißjlilv Flccl
f I R S T  DAY O F  I S S U E

hav.keye Stamp Co., 
3 2 1 - 3 2 2  0 R 0 Elder., 

Cedar Raolds, Iowa.

T h e  b a ttle sh ip  Io w a  w a s  a lso  h o n o re d  on  th is  c a c h e t a c c o m p a n y in g  the  N a v y  C o m 
m em orative  S tam p  o f th e  A rm ed  F o rc e s  S eries .

y  C«-.
J

CAPTA» N K à
Comma:'' I S. toWE

Tr. V.ri l l i e m  J. P e t e r s e n

S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  Iowa

l o w  C i t y ,  Iowa

. W illiam  J . P e t n C ollections
S team b o a t B ill” sa w  th a t h is to ry  w a s  k e p t s tra ig h t b y  h av in g  the  C a p ta in  o f  the 

b a ttle sh ip  Io w a  p o s tm ark  the  Io w a  C o m m em o ra tiv e  S tam p  on  D ec. 28, 1946.



C e re m o n y  on  w e s t s id e  o f  O ld  C a p ito l  in Io w a  C ity  d u r in g  th e  F ir s t  D a y  o f Issue  
o f th e  Io w a  S ta te h o o d  C o m m e m o ra tiv e  S ta m p  o n  A u g u s t 3, 1946.

W illia m  J . P e ten ten  C ollections

Som e m em b ers  o f the  Io w a  S ta te  C e n te n n ia l C o m m itte e  g a th e re d  in fro n t o f  O ld  
C a p ito l  in Io w a  C ity . M e n  left to  r ig h t: G o v e rn o r  B lue, P re s id e n t H a n c h e r . John 
G a n n a w a y , W illia m  J. P e te rse n , R oss B u rm an , L e s te r  M illig a n . W o m e n : M rs. Blue, 
M a ry  H u m e sto n , M rs . F . P. G e rn a n d . E th y l  E . M a rtin , M rs . R . R. R o b e rts , a n d  M rs. 
E d ith  W . M c E lro y .
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150™ A N N IV E R S A R Y

m
EXPEDITION

1804S-6
X "

M r.  K a rm a n  E .  E r i  o k a  on 
1 1 7 - 2 8 t h  S t .  D r .  SE 
C e d a r  R a p i d s ,  I o w a

T his spec ia l s tam p  w a s  issued  to  co m m em o ra te  th e  150th A n n iv e rs a ry  o f the  L ew is  a n d  C la rk  
exped ition  u p  the  M isso u ri R iv e r  in 1804. T h e  scen e  d e p ic ts  th e  e x p e d itio n  p re p a r in g  to  go  
into w in te r  q u a r te rs  a t  the  M a n d a n  In d ia n  v illa q e s  a b o v e  p re se n t-d a y  B ism arck , N o r th  D a k o ta , 
on O ct. 26, 1804.
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!*city, .
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•50Vh AnnWerS*1̂  
LEWIS 0  CUA&K

EXPEDI TI ON

A3 /
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0 - A I / i  
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XgW»A5I)0LAHK
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EXPEDITION19**
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RST DAY OF ISSUE

Mr. Woodrow Westholm, Sec'y-Treas. 

Iowa Postal History Society 

1605 Thompson Avenue 

Des Moines 16, Iowa

Woodrow Westholm Collections
Fhe L ew is a n d  C la rk  e x p e d itio n  re ac h e d  the  so u th w e s te rn  b o rd e r  o f Io w a  o n  Ju ly  18, 1804, 

a nd left o u r  w e s te rn  b o rd e r  o n  A u g u s t 20 a f te r  b u ry in g  S e rg e a n t F lo y d  on the  p re se n t site  
° f  S ioux C ity . T h e  e x p e d itio n  sp e n t 33 d a y s  p a ss in g  a lo n g  the  w e s te rn  b o rd e r  o f Io w a  an d  
it req u ired  160 d a y s  to  trav e l the  1,600 m iles from  the  m ou th  o f the M isso u ri to  the  M a n d a n  
v illages. A t the  tim e o f the  F irs t D a y  o f Issue  the  in trep id  e x p lo re rs  w e re  a b o u t to  hold  th e ir 
fam ous "council w ith  the O to  an d  M isso u ri In d ian s .

1



HERBERT HOOVER MEMORIAL STAMP

HONORING 

i o w a ’ s  NATIVE SON

3 1 S Î  P R E S ID E N T
O F T H E

U N IT E D  STATE S
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ORBITAL

FLIGHT

JO H N

GLENN

H HI ¡am J. Petersen Collections
P ro je c t M e rc u ry  s ig n a led  the  su ccessfu l o rb it o f the  e a r th  b y  John  G len n . Jr.

F i r s t  D a y  o f  i s s u e  

Ma y  2 9 .  1 9 6 4
f l R E  O ^

m o *  t h a t  f ir e  c a n  w i t

In  M e m o r i a m

J o h n  F i t z g e r a l d  K e n n e d y  
3 5 th  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e o  S t a t e s

Norman E. Erickson Collections
T h e  John F . K en n ed y  M em o ria l S ta m p  w a s  p laced  o n  sa le  in all p o s t offices.

T h e  W e s t  B ranch  P o s t O ffice w a s  b u sy  on  A ugust 10, 1965

TWO RECORD-BREAKING FIRST DAY ISSUE STAMPS

lililí!



T W O  NOTABLE STAMP COLLECTORS

Io w a -b o rn  m o v ie  s ta r  John  W a y n e  is sh o w n  w ith  h is so n  a d m irin g  the  n ew  F irs t  
D a y  o f Issu e  o f  th e  Io w a  S ta te h o o d  C o m m e m o ra tiv e  S ta m p .

P re s id e n t F ra n k lin  D . R o o se v e lt w a s  a n  a v id  s ta m p  c o lle c to r  w h o  o w n e d  o n e  o f the 
la rg e s t a n d  m ost v a lu a b le  s ta m p  c o lle c tio n s  in the  U n ite d  S ta te s .
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were sold at the Fair and in Des Moines on Au
gust 24. Among the notables who received one or 
more of the 209,860 First Day Covers (enve
lopes bearing the postmark of the office awarded 
the first day of sale) were President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Henry Morgenthau, Jr., Harold Ickes, 
Shirley Temple, Adolphe Menjou, and Mary 
Pickford.

TERRITORIAL COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS

Ñ a m e
A n n iv e r 

s a ry P la ce D a te
F irs t D a y  

C o v e rs

N o r th w e s t 150 M a rie tta 7-15-1938 180.170
lo w a 100 D es  M o in es 8-24-1938 209.860
M ississ ip p i 150 N a tc h e z 4-7 -1948 434.804
O re g o n 100 O re g o n  C ity 8-14-1948 365,898
M in n e so ta 100 S t. P a u l 3-3-1949 458.750
In d ia n a 150 V in c e n n e s 7-4 -1950 359.643
W a s h in g to n 100 O ly m p ia 3-2-1953 334,047
N e b ra s k a 100 N e b ra s k a  C ity 5-7-1954 401,015
K an sa s 100 F t. L e a v e n w o rth 5-31-1954 349,145



The State Centennial Stamp
It was on January 7, 1946, that Congressman 

Henry O. Talle wrote Postmaster General Robert 
E. Hannegan urging that a three-cent postage 
stamp be issued to commemorate the centen
nial of the admission of Iowa into the Union. A 
fortnight previously Governor Robert D. Blue had 
appointed the Iowa State Centennial Committee 
and Congressman Talle suggested that this com
mittee "be given an opportunity to propose a suit
able design for the stamp."

The first meeting of the State Centennial Com
mittee was held in Des Moines on January 16, 
1946. A number of sub-committees were appoint
ed, including one on a commemorative stamp and 
coin. Ralph Evans of Davenport was chairman of 
this sub-committee and Mrs. Mary Humeston of 
Albia was the other member. William J. Petersen 
of Iowa City was added later. On January 23 
Postmaster General Hannegan wrote Congress
man Talle that his department would doubtless 
recognize Iowa statehood with a "special issue" 
and that he would be "very glad to have the benefit 
of the committee’s views as to effective subject 
matter. ’ The Talle-Hannegan letters were printed 
in the Congressional Record on January 24 and
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immediately precipitated widespread interest and 
discussion in Iowa.

At a meeting of the State Centennial Committee 
on February 27, a motion was made that the 
Committee adopt the suggestion of Charles M. 
Fouts, a 14-year-old Albia high school lad, that 
the Blashfield painting “W estward” in the Capi
tol at Des Moines be recommended as the design 
for the Iowa centennial stamp. Various members 
pointed out that the immense size of the mural, its 
intricate detail, and the dimness of the painting 
might make difficult its reproduction on a stamp, 
but the Committee decided to approve the design 
and let the Post Office Department determine 
whether or not it could be used.

Scarcely had this news been released when a 
chorus of objections arose, and additional sugges
tions began pouring in. As early as December 20, 
1945, the Burlington Hawkey e~Gazette had car
ried a suggestion that a view of Burlington in 1855 
would serve well as a design for a commemorative 
stamp. Newspapers throughout Iowa reproduced 
designs advocated by local readers. Fully half of 
those suggesting designs urged that the map of 
Iowa appear on the new Iowa stamp. Equally 
popular was the idea of corn panels along both 
sides of the stamp. The Iowa motto — “Our Lib
erties W e Prize And Our Rights W e Will Main
tain” — was included in almost half the designs 
submitted to the Centennial Committee.
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Some of the proposed designs symbolized the 
agricultural interests of the Hawkeye State, 
usually by pictures of corn, oats, horses, cattle, 
and pigs, and land under the plow. One of the 
most artistic of the designs submitted depicted a 
modern farm with a pioneer farm in the clouds. 
At least three others showed a farm and tractor, 
but substituted the eagle and motto in the sky for 
the pioneer farm. Two of these three contained 
both the map and cornstalks.

On April 19th the Post Office Department an
nounced that engravers had found the painting 

W estward’' too detailed for good reproduction 
and asked the State Centennial Committee to sub
mit a simpler design. This precipitated another 
barrage of suggestions. Finally, after several per
sonal conferences with post office officials, Ralph 
Evans, the chairman of the stamp committee, au
thorized the Post Office Department to designate 
an artist to prepare a design showing the Iowa 
flag superimposed on an outline map of the State 
with cornstalks for panels. Victor S. McCloskey, 
Jr., of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, pre
pared a design, using a Rand-McNally map, an 
Iowa flag copied from the National Geographic, 
and cornstalks furnished by the Department of 
Agriculture. He did such an excellent job that the 
sub-committee accepted his design with only minor 
changes. Matthew D. Fenton engraved the pic
ture and vignette of the Iowa stamp while J. S.
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Edmondson engraved the ornamental frame, the 
lettering, and the numerals.

This beautiful commemorative three-cent stamp 
was approved by the sub-committee on stamp and 
coin at a meeting held at Iowa City on May 24, 
1946. At this same meeting the sub-committee 
selected the blue color of the Texas statehood 
stamp with the green used in the Coast Guard 
stamp as its second choice. The Post Office De
partment struck off sheets of both colors and con
curred with the sub-committee in its choice of the 
Texas blue. The issue was to number 125,000,- 
000.

The sub-committee also acted on two other im
portant items — the place and date of the first day 
of issue for Iowa's commemorative stamp. As 
early as December 1945, Burlingtonians had be
stirred themselves for this honor, mindful of the 
fact that they had lost out in 1938. Des Moines, 
however, seemed to hold the inside track, for the 
Post Office Department had been following the 
precedent of awarding the honor to the State 
capital.

The claim of Iowa City was well presented by 
William J. Petersen. The constitutional conven
tions of 1844, 1846, and 1857 had been held in the 
Old Capitol at Iowa City, Iowa's richest historic 
shrine. The first State government was inaugu
rated there. The Republican Party was born in 
the Old Capitol on February 22, 1856. The build-
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V
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ing had housed both the Territorial and the State 
Supreme Courts. After the removal of the capital 
to Des Moines the Old Capitol had been given to 
the State University of Iowa for educational pur
poses. Confronted with such a mass of historical 
evidence the Iowa Centennial Committee voted 
that Iowa City be awarded the first day sale and 
that the sale be held on August 3, 1946.

Joseph J. Lawler, Third Assistant Postmaster 
General, asked why the First Day of Issue had 
been moved from December 28 to August 3. There 
was no precedent for the release of statehood 
stamps except on anniversaries. The sub-com
mittee explained that it was guided in its recom
mendation by the wishes of the Iowa Centennial 
Committee, a majority of whose members felt that 
the immediate issue of the commemorative stamp 
would be a potent factor in stimulating centennial 
celebrations throughout Iowa, as well as serving 
as one of the most effective mediums for publiciz
ing the occasion. The committee also pointed out 
that it was on August 3, 1846, that the people of 
Iowa adopted their first State Constitution.

On June 24, 1946, the following telegram from 
Congressman Thomas E. Martin was received at 
Iowa City: “Post Office Department has just an
nounced that original issue of the Iowa Centennial 
Stamp will be made at Iowa City August 3. It will 
be a three-cent blue stamp which will have map of 
State of Iowa and the Iowa Flag and two panels

.  »

•  \
j v
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of com stalks. The design was submitted by the 
Iowa Centennial Commission. Congratulations.'’

The Centennial Committee was naturally hope
ful that the Iowa City sale should rank with the 
best in the nation. The record for State commemo
rative first day covers was held by Tennessee with 
463,512. Texas was second with 397,866. But 
Texas had 2x/ 2 times Iowa's population and Nash
ville was ten times as large as Iowa City. To over
come these disadvantages, various agricultural, 
industrial, commercial, religious, and educational 
groups were encouraged to get out envelopes with 
individual designs to tell the history of the organi
zations and to advertise Iowa. The idea was 
greeted with enthusiasm. The publishers of the 
Des Moines Register, the Maytag Company, the 
Rath Packing Company, Sargent & Company, 
Station W OC, Carr, Adams & Collier, the Torch 
Press, and other organizations issued such ca- 
cheted envelopes. These accounted for approxi
mately one-fifth of the total number of first day 
covers postmarked at Iowa City.

Formal invitations to the presentation ceremo
nies were sent out by the Postmaster General to 
Governor Robert D. Blue and other State officials, 
to members of the Iowa Centennial Committee, 
and to other prominent Iowans. Iowa-bom Ad
miral William D. Leahy was named to represent 
President Truman at the ceremony.

Requests for the Iowa stamp commenced pour-
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ing into the Iowa City post office from the forty" 
eight States and U. S. possessions, from Canada, 
and from many foreign lands. Ranging in num
ber from one to ten (the limit for personal orders 
for envelopes to be stamped by a post office) these 
orders ultimately reached a total of 298,942 cov
ers. Of this number 223,584 requested a single 
stamp, while 57,474 asked for blocks of four and 
plate blocks. Postal employees were at first con
founded by requests for stamps with “an electric 
eye," a “guide line,“ or a “bull’s-eye cancellation,” 
but before August 3 arrived they had learned an 
entirely new vocabulary.

1 he morning of August 3 was warm and 
sunny, and a thousand people jammed the west 
approach of the Old Capitol to witness the impres
sive ceremony when Joseph E. Lawler, Third 
Assistant Postmaster General, presented the first 
sheets of the Iowa Statehood Centennial stamps to 
Governor Robert D. Blue and Admiral William 
D. Leahy. Postmaster W alter J. Barrow presided 
at the ceremony and Mayor Wilber J. Teeters and 
President Virgil M. Hancher greeted the visitors. 
Short speeches were made by Governor Blue and 
Admiral Leahy after they had been presented with 
their stamps. The ceremony was broadcast over 
Station W SUI and lined out through stations 
W H O  and W OC.

Following this program Postmaster Barrow 
gave a luncheon at the Jefferson Hotel honoring
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Admiral Leahy, Governor Blue, Third Assistant 
Postmaster General Lawler, and R. E. Fellers, Su
perintendent, Division of Stamps. The luncheon 
was attended by Mayor Teeters representing 
Iowa City and President Hancher of the State 
University, by Ralph Evans, Mrs. Mary Humes- 
ton, and William J. Petersen of the Iowa Centen
nial Committee, and by D. C. Nolan and Robert 
Gage of the Iowa City Chamber of Commerce.

While these events were taking place Iowans 
from near and far jammed the post office and sub
stations to purchase the attractive blue stamps. 
The first private purchaser was Paul Stoner, a 
graduate student from Lawrence, Kansas, who 
bought one hundred and eight stamps. Through
out the day long lines formed at the post office. 
In the basement a special machine cancelled ap
proximately 120,000 covers while a picked force 
of ex-servicemen hand-cancelled orders calling for 
that type of postmark.

Meanwhile the big commercial dealers had a 
corps of assistants at work in the Community 
Building and in their rooms at the Hotel Jefferson. 
Unlike the post office force, these men were not 
able to start stamping their covers until 7 a. m. on 
August 3, when the stamps went on sale, so 
they were allowed to work over Sunday and bring 
their covers in for cancellation early the next week. 
The post office itself did not finish its own servic
ing work until a week later, partly because of the
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number of orders on hand, and partly because of 
delayed requests from foreign countries.

One dealer, V. A. McGrew of Marshalltown, 
prepared 40,000 covers for mailing and “Capt.” 
Fluegel of Washington, D. C., serviced over 
30,000. Fred Spielman, a veteran Fairfield stamp 
dealer who had attended First Day of Issue 
sales for years, arrived at Iowa City with two 
striking picture cachets — one of “Buffalo Bill” 
and the other showing Mrs. Dixie Gebhardt sew
ing the Iowa flag. Three of these dealers serviced 
almost one-sixth of the total first day covers.

It was not until August 13 that Postmaster 
Barrow made his final report to the Superintend
ent of Stamps at Washington. Of the allotment of 
three million stamps sent to Iowa City, a total of 
1,067,000 had been sold the first day. The num
ber of first day covers was equally impressive — 
435,320 had been cancelled by machine and 
82,185 had been cancelled by hand, a total of 
517,505. Only the New York World s Fair issue 
of 585,565 in 1939 eclipsed the Iowa City sale.

The Iowa City stamp sale demonstrated to most 
Iowans that stamp collecting is a big business’ 
and not merely a hobby for youngsters. The thirty- 
five first class post offices in Iowa were allowed to 
place stamps on sale immediately following August 
3. As swiftly as possible the remaining Iowa post 
offices were supplied with the stamps.

THE PALIMPSEST



The Postage Stamp Centennial
The first pioneers to enter the Black Hawk Pur

chase found the postal service little different from 
that existing when Washington was president. 
Mail was carried on horseback, by stagecoach, by 
steamboat, and after 1838 in some places by rail
road. Since no railroad reached Iowa until 1854, 
it required an average of from a month to six 
weeks for letters and papers to travel from the 
Atlantic seaboard to Iowaland. Frequently the 
mail was actually lost, or it was damaged by water 
to such an extent that it became illegible.

The failure to reduce rates for fully half a cen
tury was a serious factor in curtailing the use of 
the mails. The act of 1792 had fixed the rates for 
single letters at prices ranging from six cents for 
under thirty miles on a graduated scale up to 
twenty-five cents for any distance over four hun
dred miles. Since the settlers in the Black Hawk 
Purchase were generally far from relatives and 
friends the twenty-five cent fee usually prevailed, 
and that was no trifling sum for the average pio
neer. Their inability to pay was probably reflected 
in the decrease in per capita postage expenditures 
from 26 cents in 1837 to 22 cents in 1845, despite 
the fact that hundreds of new postal routes had

407
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been established each year in the United States 
during this same period.

The high postage rate was only one of the prob
lems involved in early mail delivery. For over 
half a century the Post Office «Department of the 
United States permitted letters to be mailed either 
prepaid or “collect on delivery.” If the sender 
paid the postage, the postmaster noted on the 
space reserved for the address the amount of the 
postage and indicated that it had been “paid.” 
These notations were usually made with pen and 
ink but some resourceful postmasters provided 
special stamps or designs to indicate that the post
age had been received. In 1845, for example, the 
New York Postmaster provided a five-cent stamp. 
These came to be known as “Postmasters' Provi
sionals." Most postmasters used only a design 
stamped on the space reserved for the address. A 
letter to Thomas McKnight at Dubuque, dated 
December 29, 1840, for example, has ”25” written 
in the upper right hand corner. In the upper left 
hand corner is an oval stamp bearing the printed 
words “St. Genevieve” and “Missouri." Between 
these names someone wrote “5 Jany."

Prepaid mail was easy to deliver. Any pioneer 
would take a prepaid letter to a neighbor. But if 
the postage was to be collected, the story was 
usually much longer. First the addressee had to 
be notified that a letter for him had been received 
at the post office. Then he had to collect the post-
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age charges in coin. Many are the frontier tales 
of long journeys made to find some friend who 
had twenty-five cents in good hard cash. With 
coins in hand, or in pocket, the addressee had to 
make the trip to the post office to get his letter. 
Fortunate indeed was the man who, after all this 
trouble, received good news in his letter.

But a new day was dawning for the United 
States postal service and the young State of Iowa 
was destined to benefit by it. On March 3, 1845, 
the very day John Tyler signed the bill admitting 
Iowa into the Union under the Constitution of 
1844, the President signed a bill limiting the frank
ing privilege, authorizing “star route“ contracts, 
and reducing postage rates. The latter was partic
ularly important to a frontier State for it meant 
that henceforth Iowans would pay five cents for 
distances less than 300 miles, and ten cents for 
letters destined to go over 300 miles. This meant 
single one-sheet coverless letters weighing under 
one-half ounce. The effect of this reduction in 
rates in 1845 was quickly reflected in the tremen
dous increase in letter writing. In 1844 a total of 
38,135,592 letters had been sent; by 1851 this 
number had increased to 83,252,735.

The second great innovation occurred when 
Congress authorized on March 3, 1847, the issu
ance of adhesive postage stamps. The famous 
1847 series consisted of the Benjamin Franklin 
five-cent stamp in brown and the George Wash-
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ington ten-cent stamp in black. During a period 
of four years about 3,700,000 five-cent stamps 
were issued and unredeemed. Only about 900,000 
ten-cent stamps were issued during this same 
period.

The figures concerning the number of early 
stamps pale beside the 125,000,000 Iowa State
hood Centennial stamps issued in 1946 and the 
latter figure is dwarfed by the total of 656 billion 
stamps sold from the more than seven hundred 
varieties issued since 1847. The early stamps 
were usually printed in sheets of one hundred and 
had to be scissored apart. The first perforated 
stamps appeared in February 1857.

In all probability few 1847 stamps were used in 
Iowa. One authority declares that fragmentary 
records in Washington indicate that a few such 
stamps were sent to some Iowa post offices. An 
equally competent authority asserts that no 1847 
stamps were sold in Iowa and that any used here 
were probably brought in by travelers from the 
East. Horace Poole of Dubuque, whose Iowa 
cover collection won first prize at the Trans-Mis
sissippi Philatelic Society meeting at Des Moines 
in 1946, knew of only one man who had an Iowa 
cover with an 1847 stamp. It was sent from Farm
ington to Keosauqua. Since the five-cent and ten- 
cent stamps issued in 1847 were discontinued on 
July 1, 1851, when postage was reduced, few 
Iowans probably used them.
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W hat is the reason for the scarcity of these 
early stamps? The position of Iowa on the fron
tier with its relatively scattered population is one 
factor. Few personal letters were written in those 
early years; it is said that ninety-eight letters out 
of one hundred concerned business affairs. Fur
thermore, many people still preferred to send their 
letters collect because they felt more confident of 
their delivery. Since the use of these early stamps 
was not compulsory and the number printed was 
relatively small, it is not surprising that the emi
nent authority, Carroll Chase, should estimate that 
“only about one letter in fifty bore a stamp.”

It thus appears that conditions in Iowa remained 
much the same during the period 1847-1851 as in 
the stampless cover period. The issue of the 
stamps in the series of 1851 brought into use a 
three-cent stamp for single letters going not more 
than three thousand miles, and six cents over that 
distance. The series included the first one-cent 
stamp and a one-cent carrier’s stamp. The provi
sion for stamps did not, however, end the stamp
less period, for the prepayment of postage by 
postage stamps was not compulsory until January 
1, 1856. Even then, post offices sometimes ran 
out of stamps and postmasters resorted to the 
“paid” rubber stamp that had been in vogue in the 
stampless era. Postage stamps, however, were 
here to stay. They were convenient and their use 
gave a simple and effective check on postal income.
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During the last half century stamps came to be 
used to commemorate historic events and to honor 
countries, States, and persons.

Thus, the birth of the State of Iowa is intimately 
associated with some of the most far-reaching re
forms in postal history; for the introduction of 
cheap postage meant a sharp break with the old 
idea of postage for “revenue'’ and the emphasis of 
“service” as the motto of the post office. The wis
dom of the “service” policy of the United States 
Post Office is attested by the marvelous growth of 
postal service. Between 1845 and 1945 the nation 
underwent a seven-fold increase in population. 
During the same century the number of pieces of 
mail increased not seven-fold, but a thousand-fold!

Between 1789 and 1851 the total postal expend
itures were $111,790,393 compared with receipts 
totaling $113,748,998. During the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1945, the postal revenue totaled 
$1,314,000,000, or almost twelve times the total 
revenue from 1789 to 1851. Happily for those 
who urged cheap postal rates — and many Iowa 
editors joined this chorus — the year’s surplus in 
1945 was $162,642,089, a sum greater than the 
total postal revenue from Washington’s inaugura
tion to the issue of three-cent stamps in 1851. The 
growth of Iowa might be linked up in no small 
measure with the inauguration of cheap postage 
and convenient postage stamps a century ago.



Lewis and Clark Commemorative
The 150th Anniversary of the start of the 

Lewis and Clark expedition up the Missouri was 
commemorated by the State Historical Society of 
Iowa in a special edition of The Palimpsest issued 
in September 1954. It presents a vivid picture of 
one of the most colorful events in Iowa history.

After spending the winter of 1803-1804 in win
ter quarters at Camp Dubois [Wood River] oppo
site the mouth of the Missouri River in Illinois, 
where the recruits were drilled and disciplined 
(for this was a military expedition), the little band 
of men started up the Missouri on May 14, 1804. 
On July 18 they reached the southwest border of 
modern Iowa at what is now Fremont County. 
Although the men complained that the “Musqui- 
tors [were] so thick & troublesom that it was disa
greeable and painfull to Continue a moment still/' 
they rejoiced over the large quantity of fish and 
game which they were able to catch and kill while 
passing along Iowa’s western border.

On August 2 a small party of Indians from the 
Oto and Missouri tribes were encountered. Clark 
wrote that the Indians were sent “Some rosted 
meat, Pork, flour & meal, in return they sent us 
Water millions.” A conference was set for the

413
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following day which was held on a bluff on the 
Nebraska side of the Missouri. It was for this 
event that Council Bluffs, Iowa, was named. Lewis 
and Clark informed the chiefs of the wishes of the 
government in Washington and gave them advice 
and directions as to how they were to conduct 
themselves. In reply, Clark wrote in his journal, 
the chiefs all Delivered a Speech, acknowledging 
their approbation to the Speech and promissing two 
prosue the advice 8  Derections given them that 
they wer happy to find that they had fathers which 
might be depended on 8c.” Various presents were 
exchanged and then, after Lewis had astonished 
the Indians by “Shooting the air gun a fiew Shots,” 
the party proceeded on upstream once more.

As they approached present-day Sioux City, 
two events of importance in Iowa history took 
place. On August 19 another council was held 
with representatives of the Missouri and Oto 
Indians. More speeches were made and presents 
exchanged. One of the serious Indian problems 
was summed up when Clark noted that “those 
people beged much for Whiskey.”

On the same day Charles Floyd, sergeant in 
command of one of the party's three squads, was 
“taken verry bad all at once with a Biliose Chor- 
lick.” Despite the attention of all members of the 
expedition. Sergeant Floyd got worse and on Au
gust 20, 1804, he “Died with a great deal of Com
posure.” A half mile below the mouth of the Floyd
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River, which was named for him, Floyd “was bur
ied with the Honors of W ar much lamented/' He 
is thought to have been the first white man buried 
in Iowa. In later years the Missouri washed away 
part of his grave and in 1857 his remains were 
moved two hundred yards inland. In 1901 the 
present monumental shaft was erected to his 
memory.

There were many cities willing to serve as the 
First Day of Issue for the Lewis and Clark Com
memorative Stamp but Sioux City was finally des
ignated. The choice of location was excellent for 
Sioux City had erected the most imposing monu
ment honoring both the expedition and Sergeant 
Floyd — the only soldier to die on the expedition. 
The choice of date and the subject matter depicted 
on the stamp itself is debatable, as a careful read
ing of the above would indicate.

Sioux City was observing in 1954 the 100th 
Anniversary of its founding and had apparently 
prevailed upon the Post Office Department to al
low its celebration to take precedence over the ac
tual historical event that was being commemor
ated. As a result the date selected would have 
been more in keeping with the Council Bluffs- 
Omaha area and the “Council“ with the Indians 
on August 3. The stamp design, on the other 
hand, would have been more in keeping with the 
Bismarck, North Dakota, region and the Mandan 
villages. Had the sale taken place on August 20
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and had the design reproduced the Floyd Monu
ment with pictures of Lewis and Clark on opposite 
sides, there would have been a perfect synchroni
zation of time, place, and the events of the day.

The Sioux City Journal of July 29, 1954, carried 
the following account of the sale:

More than a quarter of a million first-day covers bear
ing the new Lewis and Clark commemorative stamps were 
canceled at the Sioux City postoffice Wednesday and for
warded to destinations that included every state in the na
tion and a score of foreign countries.

When stamp windows closed Wednesday evening. 
250,710 covers had been canceled. Clerks estimated a pos
sible 10,000 more would be deposited and canceled before 
midnight.

George Dubes, superintendent of finance, said 360,000 
Lewis and Clark stamps had been sold at the close of busi
ness Wednesday. Orders came from all parts of the coun
try, largely from stamp dealers. Largest single order was 
for $2,733 and many for $1,000 each.

Thirty-six extra clerks have been employed for a week 
to affix the stamps to covers.

Twelve stamp dealers set up first day cover tables out
side the postoffice building Wednesday and all reported 
heavy demand, most going to Sioux City visitors as cen
tennial souvenirs.

The number of stamps requested on first day covers 
ranged from a single stamp to as many as 54 on one cov
er, Roy Walsh, postoffice clerk, said.

A total of one and a half million of the stamps were 
made available to the postoffice here.

In addition to the designs of the five major concerns.



probably as many as 10 other designs were available, ac
cording to A. L. Fluegel, Kansas City, Kan., dealer.

Boy scouts in evidence too, selling first day covers along
side the dealers.

Estimates place the number of stamp collectors in this 
country at 12 million.

The total sale of Lewis and Clark Commemor
ative First Day Covers on July 28 was 371,557, 
a far cry from either the Iowa Statehood Stamp or 
the Hoover Memorial Stamp.
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The Hoover Memorial Stamp
The fourth and most recent First Day of Issue 

cover associated with Iowa was the Hoover 
Commemorative Stamp. Issued at W est Branch 
on August 10, 1965, the Hoover Memorial Stamp 
was a tribute to the only Iowa-born man who rose 
to the exalted position of President of the United 
States.

Many of those who gathered at W est Branch, 
on August 10, 1965, were present, or at least could 
recall from radio or television, that warm October 
day when Hoover was brought to his final resting 
place following his death on October 20, 1964. 
President Hoover paid his last visit to W est 
Branch on the occasion of his 88th birthday on Au
gust 10, 1962. At that time, he called for Ameri
ca to organize a “Council of Free Nations" to 
work for peace when the United Nations failed 
to act or was “prevented from taking action" to 
preserve world peace.

Today, the menace of Communism has become world
wide.

The time is here when, if the free nations are to survive, 
they must have a new and stronger world wide organiza
tion. For purposes of this discussion I may call it the 

Council of Free Nations." It should include only those
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who are willing to stand up and fight for their freedom.
It was against this background that former Vice 

President Richard M. Nixon delivered the prin
cipal address on “American Foreign Policy" on 
August 10, 1965. Present for the occasion was 
ex-President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who did not 
make a speech but did read a greeting from Pres
ident Lyndon B. Johnson.

On hand for the occasion, too, were the sons of 
President Hoover — Herbert Hoover, Jr. and Al
len Hoover. A 52-piece military band from the 
Strategic Air Command at Omaha had been flown 
in to provide music for the occasion.

Among those who attended the program de
veloped around the issuance of the First Day of 
Issue cover were United States Senator Jack Mil
ler, Representative John Schmidhauser and for
mer Congressmen Fred Schwengel of the First 
District, and James Bromwell of the Second Dis
trict. Richard J. Murphy, Assistant Postmaster 
General, Bureau of Personnel, attended with 
other prominent postal officials. Donald Johnson, 
National Commander of the American Legion and 
himself a resident of W est Branch, served as Mas
ter of Ceremonies.

To care for the crowd of upwards of 15,000 
that was present at W est Branch for the occasion, 
the Heritage Foundation had set up three outdoor 
concession stands where 5,000 ham sandwiches, 
1,000 hot dogs, and nearly 1,500 gallons of soda
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pop were on sale. In addition, both the Methodist 
and Lutheran churches had prepared food for 
fully 1,000 people. Every effort was made to see 
that visitors and the 8,000 stamp collectors would 
not go away hungry.

The big event at W est Branch on August 10 
was the issuance of the First Day of Issue cover. 
The philatelic world had been alerted well in ad
vance and the big commercial dealers were on 
hand, or had hired processors, to service customers 
ranging from perhaps 25,000 to 50,000. Their 
orders for the Hoover Stamp had been in the W est 
Branch Post Office for days awaiting the arrival 
of the Hoover Commemorative Stamp. As soon as 
the stamps arrived, each order had been specially 
packed so that no delay would be occasioned for 
quantity commercial purchasers when they arrived 
with their checks at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, August 10.

Meanwhile, for almost a month Postmaster 
Murray Gibson had been checking in the thous
ands of requests for First Day of Issue covers that 
had been arriving at W est Branch. Starting out 
with an extra crew of half a dozen, Gibson gradu
ally increased his staff of four until he had a force 
of forty-five on hand to open letters containing 
coins or money orders with requests for stamped 
First Day of Issue covers ranging from one to two 
hundred. The stamps finally arrived on August 1 
whereupon the actual servicing began.

As the orders soared toward a peak, Kenneth



Brooks and James Chapplear arrived from the 
Post Office Department in Washington to super
vise the work. Both men were veterans of First 
Day of Issue events and did much to smooth out 
and make easy the Herculean task of processing 
covers which had reached a total of 450,000 a 
week before August 10 and which Postmaster 
Gibson confidently expected to reach 650,000 
First Day Covers.

As a further assist to Postmaster Gibson, Leon
ard Pulinski arrived from Dearborn, Michigan, on 
Friday, August 6, prepared to use a special cancel
ling machine, and with another on reserve should 
the first one break down. Soon Pulinski had his 
machine running through First Day of Issue cov
ers at the rate of 20,000 per hour. Finally, Joe Pod- 
zimek of the Cedar Rapids Post Office was sent 
to West Branch to expedite distribution and dis
patch of the mail.

While 600 attended the special luncheon and 
thousands gathered to hear Richard M. Nixon de
liver his address, other thousands swamped the 
West Branch Post Office for stamps and pur
chased First Day of Issue covers from stands lo
cated on all downtown streets which had been 
roped off for the day. The Des Moines Stamp 
Club, the Cedar Rapids Stamp Club, and the 
West Branch Heritage Foundation were chief 
among those who offered their own cacheted cov
ers for sale. An estimated 8,000 stamp collectors
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were on hand to enjoy the fun of participating in 
this Philatelic Holiday and brush shoulders with 
fellow collectors.

Meanwhile, the commercial dealers had pur
chased their stamps early Tuesday morning and 
had set up quarters at the Jefferson Hotel and 
other places in the vicinity of Iowa City where 
they had their own force employed to prepare their 
First Day of Issue covers. One processor alone 
had the responsibility of preparing 150,000 covers 
for cancellation, a good illustration of the magni
tude of the venture by 1965.

The First Day of Issue sale at W est Branch 
was augmented by large purchases from various 
institutions. The State Historical Society of Iowa 
processed 10,000 cacheted Hoover Memorial cov
ers using its own corporate seal dating back to 
1857 as a part of its special cacheted envelope. 
Penn College at Oskaloosa sent out over 9,000 
cacheted First Day of Issue covers to its alumni. 
The West Branch State Bank sent out a locally 
printed Hoover Memorial cover to 2,500 deposi
tors. Smaller quantities were sent out by various 
individuals and groups. Where the number ex
ceeded 200, however, it was necessary to purchase 
stamps, affix them to their covers, and either mail 
them out or allow stamped envelopes to be run 
through the cancelling machine and turned back 
to the purchaser.

The variety of covers cancelled at W est Branch
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is ample proof of the popularity of Herbert Hoo
ver. The total number mailed, which approaches 
the 700,000 figure, proves that Iowans, as well as 
Americans, have become avid First Day of Issue 
collectors. The more than two hundred members 
of the State Historical Society of Iowa who have 
written enthusiastic letters of thanks for their 
Hoover Memorial covers will be interested to know 
that their letters will form part of a specially 
bound book to be deposited in the Hoover Presi
dential Library where they will be consulted by 
scholars for generations to come.

Herbert Hoover is the 208th person to be hon
ored with a Commemorative stamp, the highest 
tribute one can receive from the United States. 
The sale of almost 1,000,000 stamps on August 10 
is eloquent proof of the affection held for Hoover.

W i l l ia m  J. P e t e r s e n

CONTEMPORARY COM M EM ORATIVE STAMPS

N a m e

R oosevelt \4  
R oosevelt 2<f 
R oosevelt 34 
R oosevelt 54 
R obert A . T a f t  4 4 
W a lte r  F . G e o rg e  4 4 
John F o s te r  D u lles  44 
G eorge W . N o rr is  44 
C harles  E v a n s  H u g h e s  44 
Sam R a y b u rn  44 
C ordell H u ll 54 
E lean o r R o o sev e lt 54 
John F . K en n ed y  54 
H erb ert H o o v e r  54

P la ce

H y d e  P a rk , N .Y. 
W a rm  S p rin g s , G a . 
W a s h in g to n , D  C . 
W a s h in g to n . D .C . 
C in c in n a ti, O h io  
V ie n n a , G a. 
W a s h in g to n , D .C . 
W a s h in g to n , D .C . 
W a s h in g to n , D .C . 
B onham , T e x a s  
C a r th a g e , T e n n . 
W a s h in g to n , D .C . 
B oston , M ass.
W e s t  B ran ch , Io w a

F irs t D a y  
D a te  C o v e r s

7 - 26-1945 390,219
8 - 24-1945 426,142
6 -  27-1945 391 .650
I -  30-1946  466.766

10-10-1960 758,187
I I -  5 -1960  218 ,890
12-6-1960 400,055
7 -  11-1961 482,875
4 -  11-1962 544,424
9 -  16-1962 401,042
10- 5-1963 391,631

10-11-1963 860,155
5 - 29-1964 2 ,003,096
8 -  10-1965 699 ,000
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STA TEH O O D  COM M EM O RA TIV E STAM PS

N a m e
A n n iv e r 

s a r y  P la c e D a te
F ir s t  D a y  

C o v e r s

Id a h o 5 0 B oise 7 -3 -1 9 4 0 156.429
W y o m in g 50 C h e y e n n e 7 -1 0 -1 9 4 0 156.709

V e rm o n t 150 M o n tp e lie r 3-4-1941 182,423
K e n tu c k y 150 F r a n k fo r t 6 -1 -1 9 4 2 155.730

F lo r id a 100 T a lla h a s s e e 3 -3 -1 9 4 5 228 .435

T e x a s 100 A u s tin 12-29-1945 397 .866

T e n n e s s e e 150 N a s h v il le 6 -1 -1 9 4 6 463 .512

Io w a 100 Io w a  C ity 8 -3 -1 9 4 6 517 .505

W is c o n s in 100 M a d is o n 5 -2 9 -1 9 4 8 470 .280

C a lifo rn ia 100 S a c ra m e n to 9 -9 -1 9 5 0 391 ,919

C o lo ra d o 75 M in tu rn 8-1-1951 311 .568

O h io 150 C h illic o th e 8 -2 -1 9 5 3 407 .983

O k la h o m a 50 O k la h o m a  C ity 6 -1 4 -1 9 5 7 327 .172

M in n e s o ta 100 S t  P a u l 5 -1 1 -1 9 5 8 475 ,552

O re g o n 100 A s to r ia 2 -1 4 -1 9 5 9 452 .764

K a n s a s 100 C o u n c il G ro v e 5-10-1961 480,561

N e w  M e x ic o 50 S a n ta  F e 1-6-1962 365 .330

A riz o n a 50 P h o e n ix 2 -1 4 -1962 508 .216

L o u is ia n a 150 N e w  O r le a n s 4 -3 0 -1 9 6 2 436,681

W e s t  V irg in ia 100 W h e e lin g 6 -2 0 -1 9 6 3 413 ,389

N e v a d a 100 C a rs o n  C ity 7 -2 2 -1964 584 ,973



W o rk  force needed  to  ge t o u t the H o o v e r  F irs t D a y  o f Issue.

M ailin g  o u t th e  S ta te  H is to ric a l S o c ie ty ’s H o o v e r  C o v e rs .
L  to  R :  L. C . R um m ells, W illia m  J. P e te rse n , P o s tm a s te r  M u r ra y  G ib so n .

F irs t  D a y  o f Issu e  S a le  o n  s tre e ts  o f  W e s t  B ran ch .
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