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TheMeaning of

In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or other
material from which one or more writings had been
erased to give room for later records. But the era-
sures were not always complete; and so it became the
fascinating task of scholars not only to translate the
later records but also to reconstruct the original writ-
Ings by deciphering the dim fragments of letters partly
erased and partly covered by subsequent texts.

The history of lowa may be likened to a palimpsest
which holds the record of successive generations.
To decipher these records of the past, reconstruct
them, and tell the stories which they contain is the
task of those who write history.
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A Plethora of Publications

How many magazines are published In lowa to-
day? How many have been published within the
state’s limits since the beginning of printing In the
Territory of Michigan at Dubuque In 18367

These are hard questions to answer, first, be-
cause the definition of ‘mmagazine" iIs often impre-
cise, second, because many of these old publica-
tions have sunk completely beneath the waters of
oblivion, with no fragment of a file to be found by
the most patient diver; and third, because the
sources of information, aside from the files, such as
the directories and county histories, are more or
less undependable.

W e shall here consider any non-newspaper
serial published weekly, fortnightly, monthly, bi-
monthly or quarterly a magazine. "Periodical”
would be a more exact word, but that Is a librar-
lan's term, and the more popular word will be
used here. But even with that matter settled, we
often find it difficult to separate newspapers from
magazines or periodicals. Although the chief em-
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phasis was not upon general news, a publication
might use the newspaper format; indeed, In the
earlier years this was nearly always the case, be-
cause the miscellanies and special-interest maga-
zines were commonly issued from local newspaper
shops which were not equipped to produce publi-
cations in any other form. Another difficulty that
we encounter In separating out the non-newspaper
publications is that many special-interest journals
and literary miscellanies contain varying propor-
tions of general news.

But without further grumbling about the treach-
erous ground on which we tread, let us take our
courage In both hands and hazard the estimate
that at least 800 magazines and special-interest
journals have been published in lowa — some for
only a year or less and at least three for a full cen-
tury or more.

The first three directories compiled — Kennedy
(1852), Coggeshall (1856) and Kenny (1861)
— Included only a very few non-newspaper peri-
odicals; but with the appearance of the first of
Rowell’s annual directories In 1869, we find 18
such journals listed. During the difficult 1870 s
the number grew but slowly to 29 in 1880; but In
the next decade lowa boomed In agriculture, In
trade and industry, and iIn journalism. By 1890
the Ayer directory was listing some 90 special
journals and miscellanies, generally serving lim-
ited audiences; but the “hard times” of the 1890 s
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were hard indeed for these publications, and by
1900 the figure had dropped to 70. Recovery was
rapid, however, and 91 were listed In 1910.

he life expectancy of such magazines is illus-
trated by the fact that in the decade ending In
1920, 44 of the 91 In the course of publication In
1910 perished, though 42 new ones were begun.
Only 47 of the 91 continued without interruption
through the decade to 1920. It was easy In those
days to start a periodical, often with the aid of a
local newspaper publisher or some association or
other; but It was not so easy to keep it going.

Since 1920 the totals have remained In the
neighborhood of 80. A count of the 1960 Ayer
list turns up 86 (though Avyer’s own “Summary,”
Including college newspapers and other news me-
dia serving special audiences as “periodicals,”
puts the figure at 126).

Examination of the annual directories over 95
years shows a gradual concentration of the non-
newspaper publications In the larger cities. In
1880 some 29 such journals were iIssued from 22
towns; in 1960 fully 35 out of 86 were published
In Des Moines, 22 of them organs of associations,
official agencies, and special-interest groups.

Some of the more Interesting and important of

this plethora of publications will be discussed iIn
ensuing articles.




Week-End Miscellanies

In the years before the great Sunday editions of
the daily newspapers, with their abundance of
miscellaneous reading matter, were widely distrib-
uted, hundreds of cities and towns all over the
United States had their weekly miscellanies.
These were 1ssued on Saturday for family reading
on Sunday — and often treasured throughout the
week. It was for such a purpose that the Saturday
Evening Post, most famous of the tribe, was
founded In Philadelphia in 1821 (though it still
chooses to adhere to the discredited fable that
Benjamin Franklin founded it in 1728). Others
attained distinction In one way or another, but
most of this multitude of week-enders lived out
their terms, long or short, in parochial obscurity.

But the hunger for Civil W ar news stimulated
the publication of Sunday editions of dailies, and
by the end of the Sixties five lowa cities had such
papers — Dubuque (2), Burlington (2), Musca-
tine (1), Keokuk (2), and Council Bluffs (2).
Publishers usually placated the Sabbatarians by
working their staffs Saturday nights to get out the
Sunday papers, and then giving them Sunday off
and issuing no Monday editions; an “extra” might
be rushed out on Monday if a big news-break de-
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manded it. But these early Sunday papers were of
the same size as the week-day papers, contained
much the same kind of matter, and were confined
to local distribution; and so it was not until the
1890’s, when lowa Sunday papers began follow-
Ing the example of the Chicago and East Coast
papers In richness of feature material and larger
size, with greater breadth of circulation, that they
threatened and at last virtually put an end to the
old week-enders. Some continued, however, with
special emphasis on society and amusements —

always an Important element in the content of
these papers.

The Keokuk Dispatch was begun in 1848, but
changed its name six years later to Saturday Post,
and ended In 1860. Its chief claim to fame Is the
fact that it printed the first of Mark Twain’s pro-
ductions for which he received cash payment.
Sam Clemens, just turned 21, had been working
for his brother Orion In a Keokuk printing office
when he conceived the romantic idea to voyage to
the headwaters of the Amazon, there to collect
coca and make his fortune. In order to help pay
expenses, he planned to write letters back home
about his adventures. George Rees, then publish-
er of the Saturday Post, promised him $5 apiece
for his letters.

Of course, Sam never reached the Amazon. He
worked at his trade In Cincinnati for some months,
and then iIn the spring started down the river for
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New Orleans — South America bound. But once
on the Mississippl, the lure of that great river
gripped him, and his boyhood ambition to be a
steamboat pilot returned to erase his dreams of the
Amazon. In the meantime, Sam had written three
letters to the Keokuk Saturday Post — one from
St. Louis and two from Cincinnati — under the
pen name of “Thomas Jefferson Snodgrass,” tak-
en from a character in the Pickwick Papers. The
letters were written In dialect, a device character-
Istic of the humor of the time; but In this case It Is
not overdone, and the sketches of Sam’s travels to
Cincinnati are mildly amoosin’. But the Snod-
grass Letters have never been considered worthy
of inclusion in Mark Twain’s collected works.

The Western Soldiers' Friend and Fireside
Visitor, a Saturday miscellany of eight newspa-
per-size pages established by C. A. Haviland at
Davenport in 1867 to catch the interest of re-
turned soldiers and their families, succeeded In
building some circulation outside of its home town.
After a few years it moved to Chicago to become
Gem of the West and Soldiers Friend and reach
for a larger audience; but it perished in 1875.

The Saturday Evening Post, of Burlington, was
founded In 1882 as *“a local society and general
family newspaper.” It published verse and fiction,
dramatic and musical news, and “personal gos-
sip.” It dropped *“Saturday Evening” from the
title In 1926 In order to avoid confusion with Its
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more famous Philadelphia contemporary and con-
tinued as the Burlington Post until its end in 1939.

Cedar Rapids had two week-end journals of
soclety, amusements, and literary miscellany in the
1880's — the Saturday Evening Gossip (1883-
1889), conducted by Eugene Hunt, also publisher
of the short-lived Farm and Home; and Saturday
Evening Chat, begun In 1882 as a “society" paper
but becoming more a “family magazine" in the lat-
ter 1880°s. It changed its title to Saturday Record
In the next decade and lasted until 1915.

In Marshalltown the Sunday Reflector was be-
gun In 1880 and continued throughout that dec-
ade. In Sioux City Kittle Hunt (who later signed
herself with more matronly dignity Kathryn Hunt
James) started a week-end paper of society and
amusement items and literary miscellany under the
name Stylus In 1889. It lasted more than half a
century, conducted In its later years by Arthur C.
Hunt.

The Merry War was the picturesque title of a
Clinton Saturday journal of social life and amuse-
ments (with verse, sketches, etc. ). It was founded
In 1886 by D. H. Winget; when he retired In
1933, it was passed on to a succession of editors
and owners. The enterprising Bob Fulton was
conducting it when he started his “shopper” Town
Talk; for about ten years he ran both separately
before merging them In 1950 under the Town
Talk title, and so It continues.
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An early Saturday miscellany in Des Moines
was Plain Talk (1870-1950) published for many
years by the Bishard Brothers on the East Side of
the river, which 1t long served especially In its
news notes. Before the international copyright
law of 1891 closed that avenue of supply, Plain
Talk often carried two fiction serials at a time by
the popular English novelists of the day. Also it
printed some verse and many entertaining extracts
from other papers, along with notices of the the-
atrical productions currently being shown in the
city, and so on. In later years it gained some rep-
utation as an advocate of reform movements.

Another Interesting Des Moines journal was
Persinger's Saturday Times, founded in 1883 by
H. R. Persinger, who produced on pink paper,
full folio size, a collation of items about society,
the churches, the stage, music, “Our Colored Peo-
ple/* and so on iIn great variety and with some
Illustration by sketches. But after four years the
paper was merged with John E. Clarey’s Saturday
Mail, which had been founded as the Saturday
Evening Mail Car in 1879, and which was as
good as the Times and possibly better. It carried
good criticism of Des Moines theaters and con-
certs, and Its departments “The Observer” and
“The Lounger” were admirable chitchat. Per-
singer continued in the editorial chair of the Mail

and Times for several years, and the paper lasted
until 1907.
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The enterprise in illustration noted in Persing~
er s Saturday Times was even more bold In the
Illustrated Des Moines Graphic, a Saturday jour-
nal of 1889-1891. It described itself as a ‘sport-
Ing, sensational, dramatic, and society” paper.
Murders and prizefighting were specialties of the
Graphic. It also catered to the fraternal organiza-
tions, and ran fiction serials regularly. Though
copiously illustrated, it Is scarcely possible to de-
scribe kindly most of the work of its artists, whose
chalk plates and wood engravings were, In gen-
eral, as crude as much of the paper’s reading mat-
ter. A. R. F. Ziegler was the original publisher,
and later editor also.

Still another Des Moines Saturday journal was
the Saturday Review, begun in 1890 by John E.
Clarey, who had sold his interest in the Mail and
Times. Also illustrated by woodcuts, it had much
variety. In 1897 Clarey made it a monthly with
the title lllustrated lowa, but the next year it was
absorbed by the Midland Monthly.

lowa probably had more than 50 of these week-
end journals in the latter half of the 19th century
— most of them In the Seventies, Eighties, and
early Nineties — distributed among a score of Its
cities and towns. But we shall have to content

ourselves with our look at the dozen discussed
above.




The Two Midlands

The first and certainly one of the most impor-
tant adventures In the publication of a high-class
magazine In lowa was the Midland Monthly.

Johnson Brigham had been born in a small vil-
lage In central New York State and had engaged
In newspaper work In that region before coming to
lowa to become editor and part owner of the
Cedar Rapids Republican in 1882. He was 48
years old when he sold his interest In that paper
and fulfilled a long cherished ambition to start a
literary magazine in Des Moines.

When Brigham issued the first number of the
Midland Monthly for January, 1894, the low-
priced magazine revolution had just begun. S. S.
McClure had founded his magazine only a few
months earlier at 15 cents a copy In the face of the
35-cent Harper's, Century, and Atlantic; soon aft-
erward McClure s joined the Cosmopolitan and
Munsey s, as well as others yet to be founded, at
ten cents. And some of these — McClure s for
Instance — though cheap In price was not shoddy
In content; they were lively and exciting, printed
some of the best contemporary writers, and were
lavishly illustrated by the new (and cheaper)
halftone process.
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It was this highly successful new departure iIn
magazine journalism that Johnson Brigham sought
to join with his Midland Monthly. It was well,
though not lavishly, illustrated — mostly by pho-
tographs reproduced by halftone, but sometimes
by line drawings. Alas, there were rather too
many unexciting portraits and pictures of archi-
tectural monuments to suit modern taste; such
things were more prized In those days than In
ours. The size was a modest octavo; the pages
numbered 96, with usually 16 pages of advertise-
ments; and the price was 15 cents per copy, or
$1.50 a year. Distribution was almost wholly by
malil subscriptions.

The Midland Monthly was distinctively an
lowa magazine during its four and a half years
under the Brigham management. It attempted
some promotion In other midwestern states, but
found It too expensive to continue. It absorbed
small literary magazines in Wisconsin, lllinois,
and Ohio, but gained little thereby In the way of
geographical expansion of its circulation. Its con-
tent was by no means limited to lowa life and cul-
ture, however; loyal though it was to Its own state,
it showed no inclination to limit the view of Its
readers to the lowa prairies or to special Hawkeye
activities and problems.

But the memories of the Midland Monthly most
cherished by old-timers like the author of these
lines are those of Hamlin Garland’s contributions
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(“Prairte Songs” In the first number; recollections
of boys’ work and games during lowa winters In
the second), of the moving short stories by Octave
Thanet (Alice French, of Davenport), Brigham’s
own critical comment (in his editorial department
at the back of the book), and Frank W. Calkins’
serial ‘The Young Homesteaders.”

Brigham followed McClure’s example In fea-
turing material about Lincoln’s early life. Three
articles about John Brown In lowa were of special
Interest and importance. One by Ransom L. Har-
ris told of Brown’s life at Tabor and his associa-
tion there with Richard Realf, the English poet.
Another, signed by the romantic name Narcissa
Mary Smith, dealt with Brown’s band at the Quak-
er village of Springdale. In the next number a
brother of Barclay and Edwin Coppoc, Spring-
dale boys who joined the band, defends their
characters — especially that of Edwin, who was
hanged with Brown. Perhaps even more impor-
tant historically was Benj. F. Gue’s article about
Brown In lowa. Three articles about the Spirit
Lake Massacre appeared in the magazine, con-
tributed respectively by former Governor C. C.
Carpenter, who was a boy private in the relief ex-
pedition; Abigail Gardner Sharp, who survived
the massacre; and Harvey Ingham, editor of the
Algona Upper Des Moines when he wrote this
article and later of the lowa State Register at Des
Moines.
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ravel articles were common, too, in the Mid-
land Monthly. For example, In the number for
September, 1897, there were well illustrated pieces
on the Yukon and Hawalii. Discussions of social
and economic problems were not wholly neglect-
ed. In short, Johnson Brigham edited a magazine
notable for its variety and wide Interests. Though
some things In it were on the dull side, It seems as
one now looks through its files, to have been well
suited to its time and place.

But the magazine was In a precarious financial
situation throughout its brief life. In spite of Brig-
ham s enterprise In promotion, It never exceeded
13,000 in circulation, and about 16 pages was the
limit of 1ts monthly advertising.

In 1898 Brigham was appointed State Libra-
rian. When he took over the duties of that office
iIn May, his printers, Conaway and Shaw, who
may be presumed to have had some stake in the
magazine at that time, assumed Its management;
but Brigham's name was carried on the cover as
editor up to and including the number for January,
1899. In that issue the publishers, who had failed
In an attempt to organize a stock company to sup-
port the magazine in Des Moines, announced Its
sale to John L. Settle and H. M. Whitener, of
Fredericktown, Missouril.

The new owners immediately moved it to St.
Louis, where 1t came out In February under the
slightly changed title, The Midland Monthly
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Magazine. The new owners planned that “it will
be enlarged to the size and style of Munsey and
McClure.” Price was reduced to that of those
magazines — ten cents a copy, a dollar a year.
Pages were increased a little in size and number.
The picture of a pretty girl appeared on the cover.
Advertising did not increase In gquantity and de-
clined In quality.

But Settle was not a McClure, nor Whitener a
Munsey, nor St. Louis a New York. Only four is-
sues were published in St. Louis, the last being a
combination number for May and June, 1899.
Thus the Midland Monthly Magazine died, with-
out obituaries and with few mourners.

The Midland of lowa City owed nothing to
Johnson Brigham’s magazine except its name. It
belonged to another genre and another generation.
It was one of the class of “little magazines,” a
group hard to define because of Its diversity.
Most of them were uncommercial, did not pay
contributors, carried little or no advertising, and
had small circulations. They were aimed at vari-
ous audiences. They were as different as their
editors. Some were mainly expressions of ec-
centric personalities In unusual forms. Others
were more serious attempts to place before the
public the writings of deserving authors whose
work did not meet the requirements of the great
mass-circulation magazines whose editors pre-
ferred, understandably, to adhere to patterns that
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had long made them successful. It was to this
latter class of “little magazines” that the Midland
belonged.

The writer of these lines contributed a special
article about the Midland to The Palimpsest
number for March, 1962, and he has no intention
of repeating here matters noted In that earlier,
more personal sketch; but no such survey of the
more Important and Interesting magazines pub-
lished In lowa as Is attempted in this series would
be complete without a brief summary of the his-
tory of Frederick’s Midland.

A group of young men pursuing advanced stud-
les In English under Professor Clark F. Ansley at
the State University of lowa founded the maga-
zine. In the first number — a modest but well-
printed pamphlet of 36 pages dated January, 1915
— John T. Frederick was named as editor.
Though he had associates from time to time who
shared the burdens of editing and publishing the
magazine, throughout the eighteen years of Its

existence John Towner Frederick was the Mid-
land.

Frederick was born on a farm near Corning,
lowa, educated In the schools of that town and at
the State University of lowa at lowa City. He
grew up sensitive to beauty as he saw It In the
lowa countryside and iIn literature and art. The
M idland was designed to present such things In
writing done “strictly in the amateur spirit.” And
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the editor, when he wrote those words in the first
number of his fledgling magazine, was using the
word “amateur” In its etymological sense of what
Is done for love rather than gain.

Too much Is often made of the regionalism of
the Midland, doubtless because of its name. Cer-
tainly 1ts twenty volumes contain much about life
In lowa and the Midwest, but even In its early
years It contained several pieces about the Far
W est, some stories are set Iin the East, and there
are articles and verse dealing with foreign lands.
Of course, much of the poetry iIs universal.

The Midland soon won a reputation for its
good short stories. As It happened, Edward }
O 'Brien began his annual compilation of Best
Short Stories with the year in which the Midland
was founded, and he declared that the ten stories
printed In the magazine in that year afforded “the
most vital interpretation in fiction of our national
life that many years have been able to show.” In
succeeding years O Brien sometimes reprinted as
many as three stories from a single year’s output
of the Midland.

Among distinguished contributors of short fic-
tion to the Midland were Ruth Suckow, William
March, Raymond Weeks, Leonard Cline, Leo L.
Ward and Paul F. Corey. Notable among Iits
poets were Edwin Ford Piper, whose Barbed
Wire Poems came out of his native state of Ne-
braska but who was long an English professor at



a AMurrut iatilamd. i
(MU*»

\Voteti 2 Mutilila

to
ak
pan
i»

M-
Irra
| aD
kirk
am4

ly b all ««il mm{l latuvij, Wat
ik«a carrarac a a Uub U* far'
M. VlatiM,rn lavabiM i
tra*."
Aad, m Car Mary Jam* ib w

)m* gram« evbght to iM mooa
imitating yaar ««amg-la,
aa4 ao* itiitati n alai v«rtk

« kilr™v lira i/jva au k 4* *aw»«tktof
t-m lka Umbra. fta alai 4«« aka
4a yaamrday, b | fa aal pu mj
W « high katto lka by vt> 1*71

e a*amlala*« (UndCa
e Aad lk««*'« Ua ka*
ilarday (kal U

rrw4 ay «taira a*4 yli
gatrai «aa AfrVa. u |

miLkoal a «Ouk atrlalk« *f««*ikr«.
ami D«e«ykaUa Alatami« 4btrib«-
1*4 my daaa aktota ar*--*| Ik*«. a*4
ikry im i all Ik* kcrrala. tra4 a«a*
*ii my «44 koaka to a akvrnmk < A
ika »**«*«*, ami ama at ik*«> «ka
* aa a »ara.tu’. Itomito rka«r4 ika
ikamk a€ *4 William IU«ryUttogto
1«alb« kum. tocaaa» La a«4 k* «aa
«tUnary.iai a mat ««J t

“ Pkaka«. Mr. WilkiM~ im Ulk
Itor a—*
A “Amiikac. gtal ma« Mary Jpma

" AaUmg aajam Lava mrniam |
atarn abrt tka atamm ib It,
wa*», m toll yv* «hat r«« u *
maki»g Utora.”

- Yu »»mla’l mmd. | 4a*t amt
to kaar to
talk J«b gira waaa«>t*r*to *yr«h
a««*4 mp«. «ill ram>*

e ttot--

¢ O, 4aa'i W
toyul*

\%I)_aaviag (ar tka UalAam ~

e 14%atauck aauuk kr lk* ba
lkam « ika «a«i*g-orab *
*Wall, vial to tk* «mrkirf atra

mr, I mu'! lica»

/*« M k| jmm Umr »»ay far
tka»*-
* Wky—I— aa—«ak mg—y*m—

Mr 1

la« I*r«4d *bwwg yaal

a wtixIt Jocnjuu-DrYOTO to tITBUImM ako Tim MoIMor ON owriWw ftmDoa

DAVKNPORT,

Txtji turj

To*ty Pally«#«a* a ktorhayrd.
roay cLrrkrA nU «« at »»«*ry *4
OMmbotllJ*ikr anly. Ju|fci«tW b«f
wnu, la* <tj ijuf T u
WbU iw  I1*«1 otk*» »u a MKif
9rmim. m4 ifea Taaty M ika

»*4 rtm u/tk# larga tamiij.
T«*y «««knl. T«Mf tak.-1, Tvaty

IOWA, SATURDAY.

Si0l17 PaTCFT SIttOML

Mi Hiiuw ;-lari «*ni«M ik«
1a* rvig» «/la« eld trrul WUur U
enr, « Iml; la« It« k«i 4 «« ali tk*
Iw»*|t Wm —4 Uai mild. g*%
Ib ISgrwg u 10* riurii»s W «l
Ikmga ngkl »1«* Tk#lim ai, 1«
loom liw ll«v It; daiM, tim i/

*e’" bt
1 aba
««Mia |
«k* >r*c
Tvind
bel» 1 aa

(«aka*«
*4 to k*t
meamaal
maha kla
kaf gman

MtrfWe«, vkbk Ib
raaai ta »»toT.W
Kk ika aata a»4 b
Wtoa »« UUJ4

»kk aaa key*«; ika aaaakiM at by |

lifku «l ika «istry <«ilaat oar W
*«*-uekiU«a taipc/rr-d waawdhy
amajat u»p«l*«a-u4 £n«h tifar
eram* to ka irnpmnl to ika Rimati
IMilba la «iMar *4 fe«l aalUmgk
wr k»J ann*4 at al*m*t ika la«
1ikMaaa oa ika Ugk.ay at **«V
*»rr. aal ika"mma, .kaaa«tor«a/4

saira
Tim# almaat to «llkia «madia* 4ta
to*'« of Ik« (0* rr aerated ( -*X*«»
c-f<kU4kc«4. Aa naa* ika Uigkt
May « nag e« «** tU <44 rut.
tungL arty a*4 «ary**! «ilk ; »al«,
vaJk* (W-ad «r*k a 1m”?2»*e* «* km
U*rt, Uwagl IV **««e«e Hr«a« la-
Ut auli «kiu* kb Luta 11« to )«

kaJ at Mara'a lloamiaf <kli4iw;'lka a«U

th. fragrata atikar». m «

ti II'S I _Urlfimr*i kor»a 4*4 a«* atal

MARCH M 1838

*Wa*t a kaaalifal piata La*.««
al'a”~a Imi*W7 *M U i yrara
« 4. *VChy 4a yam ikbka*** aa.J
kbtofilkrr. etbraam.”*»1 kapm«
Ug to Ua .tara. <Aa-aba#/Uajk”
ar* a* WaatifkL *

A «zall Kay **»>u a«aa *k« *aa

een - 4 kK*a«yyam.a « a
ri‘acika 1M «~« at
rrwk“r* ~ ik VAR

A rvapto mt <H*pai*i«*« »«ighbora
art« roaualiag a* u aluck x Ik#
uiirai luam m tka »«LI. atot.
tk* «.(+ at am« at tUm, * ik kr*
h*liU InmM *Uw»4 lit« V)
dtriwi»* ikal lka »Mr« k«ua*aa ta
« Ika ««rrty Uumm
*Wm 'i tke««f* aa. |l J«*kma. <nt*

Uk>* 7 *"f <«U «tour (.(il Otocrkmi b kb
*«k liilb **Ad«r */ |Ik* Car«« ami rrrtm ~ k«-kto* «
“1fl tokr tka arti alrrrt to Ik*

kc«*4 «Uk g»m «m ito at y*«k
—tkai.Uk« a «ukarml irta ka kaa
*W I »ll klairrOtr*-Ukil am ttrami
akawrratu (tu* k*» to «agitato
lgtit-u4 tkat y-rrtiya ika Mil
(tautg iyn>( «ay ia<4Ur ramali
mull« im * kata*l««lgra>r. 11« fr«la,
iraptto Uto nat'M M at »11 Jibga
armimi lum, total kb «mi b 4r»«bg
w<k, « kib mtay atyam.)w*g b ig

f* lbawdy

4iby " W, d i1
Xwvitka® - o
*Tkal yaa My fibmia, IUc# ar* milJr* fit aa
iUr day* tha* tkea* ycml ty feru
auma »amai tarmn at lka mmtk;
4 Kkrtgkirt Uan arc airn*ly Ugu
>tla [Mit llnagV ika *tml term
«aha at Marrk  Tkal aim« latta
« Kami «kbk b tomita ayrr»i a
mguol (win **<rtU m « ttonl

any Iking, »kirk, r4 tamtam, | <lid »e« | d
bang«, «ill ktoJ graaay (hmgaa

riw<l u. Itry*“

Tkat «aa 4a* year« ago; aai a. . . .
Ikr »«calit luma’a fait, aai »«aa Malm i; a*4 Ik*atificw tirilatk«
cilm*a t«a gab« at rial/« «.ik gt«at|tb rr Ik* liiiag «ilk ikrir man» «ar-
yaJcat maut, n * i<i*i« * hL a <kil4 [ala, <41 b g tkair i**g«i» « **%
i* kar an»« krai 1«. ami amt kaagimg |alg'a rarly Umr, »maag Ib tjyttta
to ﬂru ltd aair atti ikr wldtona 4 Ikr

Tka »«ri4 b fall at Tvetya ami 1IN )

My yaaaglmalh ipnagalb am-
tarnforaimigr ~ « g matkalima
to flumex« amv «a w are «@-
btrr>«*—a (m t ilinwg )«ui ItU

UT «krta «JI b U*4 ma to, my
Oto»4 '' aak*4 a «rugar « to«»
yratrrday < t*aAfam iirvgW *U
iraakir, air; ikay ma') alb« »««*1»
I* tilt atrrata to Ba««a." rtyj » 1 a
laila, <M. 4n*4 *y akatoa« mi * mam

bat «ito a l«i*kb to kb rya
KmiT U —*“ Ma»Um.**r»«lai« #l

e««il aaa a*k«4
cacr»l  “Trx,
41 Inmii
litolagirl Ul I aa

J

W Enanas:

WKM aAa him ** 1>

I‘\tlr&}ﬁ:«(j** m*

1 Tr».**a Jf
|.ro% ltol*lw I»**x»f*

«e J-V tal b M -»« | «a
pMt aka l«/yb IkrU»nfmi; «all
all tka way ».mi. ckK*

Yaeekaald aaee ax«a tka (ara a#
(ka koaaai «14 aafiaia aa Waru|
(kb fna*f, Tka M ««a fr1 1 «’
aaprraaa <«alr*f< a*J y»»y |au kb
«mani»««art ikaa | »»a b t« aaa,

VL.

ragagrU to nyrllwg at
**»aiy, a« Intornia »1

rubi aytoCaftma ll
ai wnaﬁmrato*

*4 «1ll« I»*igki.J«»b]i *

4Ua1rimUy a»

Omo-I WGQnm at Uni
ul Milaknri

111t) Pd Tub i>idvaki

mil* 1) «.aibm ai karraalrd
tkag tolk* «kr« «4, »ai «air am
MIm~ w«ja*[>>4 .M ltolad'b
Ikr myalrty, ami kaal ikal k<a kg*

‘UL M*

I ibl t rlity*'

lilala* «1«*»

......... abt»’ »lakab my ymkiL m tkf.
V.sWuv* j-ay*»«' 'to «L.
I fmt*m |"ir f*( iva ibi»," «M to» k«n )
iitiaU Il" tarati- 1»»l»a
(« amj INIrt*
. m
-Still Tt

[li(m la»l (»«
“ka yv« d.ul 4« ee ama IU*r..«« Ik« w *1

jm» «<nyM ;.1 Km
, T k«ortjk

tir li l-irtk.
*k

bU~ Ir*m

.tbylkrgdl

- Ye«. | 4%1. yaa **k«4 met# ya* y*,»r* ». to

m.rkl»k atm tar ham."”

Imb «VJ.I *>—

- iVy, m» | 4»1»X 1 amly aak«4<Ub mulWtaal g»«lk aaattnj tka



ATRAY

r** J[IfTIM* < «Md < «f

BTKUNGION IOAA SATUKAY ~JANDALy U i,

»» [»m
BY <, W MKMY.
| I<>TEL

A. DVSCAS, Mannorr. /It I111\t, 7% I*$ll 1|

>UIS CAN

am
ta'in'l- .‘ta UTIW_ rrtaMcti» ]
tgM.. . m iMnk* tamKacan > »** “ooe s i li
g [»" ja**r esccicoM UIFiMI'MM U 'A.>>j!'\/||7v «tM fftm iiirtaiivivavac P wyy _H*M»»Iw»«/u»lrllr-t<*°_<<_|_r_!:§_>3 ITI
..Ul IR Y o T S R GE— 1
(VIVIEEir» W_ S T « « HTIIQ ﬂ
Manutacturer of Crac ers and C andies!? HE!
" (il N SR IS Y0 Ayl ST - QUANTITIES M IV - md
fClcsilrSur, ful. 71 3i DlttllaSJBLﬂ $are5ﬂ] chcras S
R O B T D O N A H U E AII Of the ROSt ™ .V*(°>.>)t>>*;. 1'l *exen» .»I»fi<y<<
*eo iy ME* *f -<.«t
vit» |, AiKO. Ulrr»lMll KK SalaMr™ 2 Risr *’“**"‘*'f Dr,. > Mo
n U< -Vw Il» ii‘hvi-
O liabi'oiti<l \9 91 K\)‘fr;lvtlJf navi» Ire, AP e L _
w-A?K YOTIR PEALER FOP. T*r M\[L un IMMik
SMACRTARLE HiliIVES 7 v, i Hwiieat rroin T
) ) « »»- »« ¥ I«t
- M i*a Md U>N t*tJ. I I V |U IIClt or |t)Cf HAM - IM *«.r;]
I “GIIfKS WHOUY or 8EST BOM i« irQM 3 y> 10 i: tLoi it -
NMNnivii.w .'as» eeft \&-»» rj *f
ISmiea JCL HIedX
2 KSa £*r|||r— A ] Uu siiiiwi »»
St (e IR il ! SCJIEDNTNGS.
NMOMILL IMMIIUG ), e
OAT* «billwtaliv« 1a
OF DES MOlNES COUNIY. -
ORGANIZED APRII. 18?7V i\t coun.
sum.i.iiimx)rn,
CANr-uCOHN MEAI.
IECLTEHRCBVKMICA W IcUm
ci;.\i KKDnutN.
MANTELS! g
- « HOPPLED(Qomarri Q1)
PEERLESS ORATES BASKET GRATE
in« TIfirlkl. I>rl«;s lire** fir. Sti 1~ ‘e« | I'« @ @M
«onNK ti—C —»o «o*-e- *nanii* |, f-wx 'eeuL*~itv. o f 'O’
Donahue. McCosh iSc Co
Or. M/irlrl e«oxel / ill. \fi [t o»e 1 . .
oilcake;
HALED HAV L//MM iil| 4%

ICE <& WI1IESW

111(1 (¢ (ilsiw
y»»«e i'fIm (fn >

PH

IN'"“Alfa «*) ft4M llvt«, k« Up
YOU WHO WANT um |‘v« UlN. —a. »<4*a . a*aaiiMiami

rlfl:_ftlhj—fl'lwvut'll#"f fi if« 'V m- |}|#6¢/t* N | » «jiu if« tata* WUU* ntII— Idp
«» o, . . - o @
Ov V. . H 1 —4rrn|_w B2 HiV V-, t.tfl.'jn <« o“leT N ag#?fﬂvlfa(

VIC SS*MI I-I’fl.ll>|
“* Lu > [ ui r-%irt*% I*. t«a « «.aiae
o e o*pP ! f»*4 M {at ur tM*ra« «
¢’ ‘»atvia.l.ia*ataata <<«<- u ad
FULL STOCK JUST RECEIVED’
A 9piCH»tI*t  iHit TI>1/ > <( tit. ', i K

mid CAIiflflfM™

SHOES.

au<( /|r tntm 1 NA. * L ifd S

mjitta> fnrw. e*
—faa »« taﬂa |wv

e«ti

Itt. aa* «@» »»»I<’1»

»n U'fa <fa?§ « »ana
til M »im« «wan.

SM T aCLrJ*M II > tIta{l
«

i Mf rtrltay |a P

ta|w liw ftM g

|
an >«Ir «Ma I»
a*» 1in.« 13—,V

|*'e nrfri

t**»| <»S| 1*

pent in Burlington !

J2.r Lstitfrtl mixf/ini A*or</.|

( liti |»;w*d I/nii*/<| IV .-ikrr i M tr«a*titnfi
Va UiK U.ii «u ta f«'\S\/;U ta, :t/llta »«3» | nf»ldag i

H A BROWN & QD FOSTNS lof i A
W\R mRﬂ\ﬂ\I |u|>> al.a (;é»aa»lH Mag(?(-“ﬁ«“t« »k fna

T* «o»> M1-ar K. 1lar

FLOUR AXD FEED.

a a ta«*tafn .far a. -nm

He 2.7 llcrtb SUIn Sinf.. Sa:lis tisu. lews-

CRI AF-0-REDUCTION

*IN.

Prices of Seasonable Good

e AT-

S. SCHRAM M'S

('Tinii«'l»s
ml«*tvirur.

) - )) « é

| anaa «a r««a

Wh* unar n nui_'»#
r. taaa uh. al

a
aaffi m» i »
Ilt(a#«» «Ka»
taa

.
<<>> a»« r<<V «
*m a 4 >N

-»-aa
*«s faf{rtaau .a»
J

a
}>fté\ «aa an<(<g } «an
1

mw pinem
> M (M |M i #U* la. «fra

aaaaa 1« tatl i« or

» 80 * - taf « atau 3 <<a *« Ir- V<<
|ta I b «a«

iiru » Ma*« »Ita a*d ta | ara «ita «

EALR\Yol ANOMI SHIOL

5

Ia |r» *«

<<\|| ttfka«u«
t >>aag<<t%
n»i «a

ax« cara «\%
0 «l%fi
e I

a. r*4 I ta a» «armal -a
farl «aa«»aIH I%Ela— -iimim a

J.

Drc»« <«uoila,

W Inter (rood*.

UlnnhrlM ,

11o0”7lrry, I GRAND

Sweeping Reductions in Cloik J>cpanmont.

Thr Uciirablf Missouri Plantation | »r Sole.
43» Acres, Pralfle and T.mbcf Land.

Aerrs in Cnilivotion. nnd <«04k| 1»or.
lenci?.

Mr. Dion Booccicaalt

taM | 1N
V.iaa /4

1 MuLadnnv.

LtliT MO alat*43JL

]vanla» « fi

Nz

IHHUKT *1 % *V*

.tap /fuHitopTara tmjn-r

1HStM uM likilli I'm

MI5SOURI

it* Ir.n *r Wmi». I»
Oatllsrd.

r*nls

Ia» least a
K e o XX e

rrer ZritMilrt 11f **» Dmlki fit
Kfctla.

L*f.l OHI*» Lew It
DfM M falif >Lall

.| i Dstjp Astsf tbhaU pi!f
tu* *t Dm lrui

7i. W

Ala.tu TUit tL« TUls @—“1«a
Kui Tii'- Ictiis

HfW af Hill» 4»ilrIM <M
tAr Rra»»r-ta«l|al-

» 81* | ~a

T>.t Eckaal Book Qa»«: *j nJ Us» puk
las of EXti»mx Gestinl

5¢ti Latun r*ns itQus. o™, ¥Ai
[IffSsf fcalktcfOH
rju.jl«u3;u hfCux
l«h) xJ LI:b

m sal s r aII’ a* |C|ztsk
"ru —»
’\VaITIb -ttnl Ar O»)« retili

ailMH 1i fvUInM.
i«Mta{ ra»s, »M idtata |

I cu K. — Im (iti,
sto*, «itli i/Ur <€»<«» Mwoun i»

EVENING. POST.

* [
/ r««t)/y< NptH\' a j
bazefii in thti ita r«tiJ partitasi»»
f«t»UBf arpese »pa «en> »e*
goinolif |errmrJe5’ »J D4
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e «r|*J, ib«t tara aiI tinsi Lgh
lixkanh» n#n .. tUrltun’
40> palpi« IaC|r|f SI{]I Imi «pa

.

ili» las. I*sl ilim inline ila es««es
ut t*ar» Stai lhal il oi*t» aiiil» *1«

| iticati®  aiibout L «a>* L *
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«taf» a bilie* un«. #ee<i<l<*£ attll «
pinoti «1 wo«f ibis i nu«rt«f o/ «
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pO>lanca i> U -u iti of'itiH in ita
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ilj «il iko e«repayiw” fr«J«. « cl
Iba intablopal lu«r.«'ip, licx«, OIf,
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D(@-tIei*f - Iha «tal
-»ja €talmba-Ilif Npa-i Ta*» frcad«*
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The Story How
Honor d Her

in the Southland

of lowj

CHATTANOOGA,

The town oi | hattanooga. nestling
in the beautiful volley through which
"indsihc Tennessee River, bounded
on the cast by Missionary Ridge, on
the west by Kaccnon Mountain, and
"ith the bold froru of Lookout
Mountain ovcrto.tcring and forming

southern wall, was during the Civil
yur a most important strategic , osi-
'»on. involving as it did the command
of the gate ways from the .northwest
through the mountains* to eastern
Alabama, to Georgia, to Carolina and
> cistern Tennessee. Chattanooga
w*s cun in those days a leading
railroad tenter, *ttri its lines of road
centering from Nashvi Ic, Trenton,
Atlanta and Knoxville. It was there-
fife most drsir.ib'.c that the Union
forces shoul! as quickly as possible
secure and garrison tl.is stronghold
and to that end Gen. Rosccrans with
1 c Army of the Cumberland -turlcd
from Nashville in the spiing of 180.1
on the campaign against Bragg’s
army which resulted in the bloody
battle ol Miirfrcisburdor Stone River,
and which, continuing, led to the
evaejation of Chattanooga by the
Confederates, its occupation by the
Army of the Cumberland and on Sep
tember ISth, 10th an 1 20th the
»fiercely fought battle of Chickamauga.

* it o

In all this making ol history lo. a
troops had no part They did not
appear upon the scene until after

rant.ordered to Chattanooga to suc-
cor Rosecrans s pent-up and starving

had brought forward a portion

the forces under Sherman, which
had done such valiant work i* his
campaigns in the Mississippi Valley,
rant found the condition of affairs in

*nd about when he

Chattanooga,
drived on the 23rd of October, in a
most deplorable condition The

t-nion army was there, cooped up by
an aggressive enemy who took par-
ticular delight in raiding the supply
trams *hich by traversing many miles
° difficult and mountainous country.
0 orded the only means by which
Provision*, fodder and ammunition

b,f ~r?ufcht into that city. The
i a<l'been on short rati ns for
¢ time and large numbers of

in
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IN DIXIE.

Has Remembered and

Brave Sons Who Fought and Fell

the Days of '61.

horses and mules had literally starved
to death for lack of feed.
* * W.

But after Grant had opened up his
"cracker line*’ through Bridgeport
there was no further trouble of this
character and the army was again on
full rations. As rapi lly as the troops
could be moved,re-enforcements were
sent to Chattanoogi Tlir veterans
who hid done such effective service
clearing the Mississippi Valley oi Con-
federate domination were concentrat-
ed at Memphis and thence hurried
eastward across Tennessee with all
dispatch. Other divisions and corps
were headed toward Chattanooga and
thus it came about that _low.i men
took part in the operations which ic*
suited in raising the investment of
Chattanooga and which will go down
in history as the e Bitile Above
the Cloud»*' and the fanout charge
up Missionary Ridge.

r. it r.

Arriving at Chatt inooga from the
west.part ./ tilt | >wa regiment-» wire
sent to the extreme right end pirl to
the extreme left of the' Union ar ny.
Those who were assigned to t c right
wing were placed under the co umand
of* Lighting Joe* Hooker Crossing the
Tennessee,the fierce bittlc of Wau
hutchie was fought, where the defeat
of tlic Confederates gave to the Union
forces command of Lookout Valley to
the wot of Lao’cout Mountain. Swing-
ing around the mountain these troops,
part of them lowa rrgiments, on No
vember 24th were victorious in the
ar-famed "Battle Above the Clouds."
[Jy which the Confederate forces were
ddriven permanently from Lookout
JMountain. The battle was not fought.
(as many suppose, on the very top of
(the mountain, but on a shelf ot
comparatively level ground which ex-
tends out from the nose oi the moun
tain immediately below the pieci-
pilous cliffs which form its summit
As the troops charged the Confeder-
ate lines and breastworks, there was
'a dense fog. or cloud hanging over
(the mountain, to that those in the
tvalley beneath were unal>[c to follow

the movement of the troops.
st it at

On the same day, November 24th,

MR. OLIVER P. EMERY

Pioneer resident of Cedar Rapids, who passed away Thursday
Morning

lowa treops under Gene ra! hherman
at the extreme left or north of the
line, crossed the Tennessee River
bv boat and pontoon and by a brave
fight and valorous charge succeeded
in capturing and holding the north
end of Missionary Ridge, which was
afterward known as Sherman Heights.
The end of that day’s fighting foun |

the Confederate forcesrouted on both
flanks, but the seemingly »upiegnablc

stronghold of Missionary Ridge, with
it* crowning breastworks, fortifica-
lions and batteries, remained unshak-
fn. a menace to Cr.int i forces in the
valley beneath On the 2ilh came
that ever-memorable charge across
beautiful Chattanooga Valley and up
the towering, boulder-strewn face of
Missionary Ridge, from which Bragg,
and his men were driven in confusion
to seek refuge in the hills, wood* and
mountain  fastnesses of northern
Georgia.

* * *

In this day’s operations lowa troops
again upheld in noble manner the
honor of the State that sent them
forth  Those under General Sherman
at the north end of Missionary
Ridge fought valiantly to hold their
position against repeated and terrific
assaults from the Confederates and
when the tide of battle, later in the
day, had turned, they did their full

'nooga

share toward driving Bragg and his
men from their trenches on the Ridge
11the south ol Tunnel Hill.
M it r

The lowa troops of Hooker’s com-
mand, after winning Lookout Moun-
tiin to the Stars and Stripes, march-
ed directly across the valley to the
east, striking Missionary Ridge at
Rossville Gap and here they most
gallantly charged the heights, carry-
ing all before them and hurling the
enemy back in confusion. So ended
active fighting in ami about Chatta-
The city was never again
threatened by the Confederate forces,
and was made the base from which

was projected Sherman's campaign
against Atlanta of the following
spring and his subsequent March to
the Sea.

* * «t

The Chattanooga of today, busy
manufacturing am! commercial city
and important railroad center that it.
is a city of rare historical inter-
est. The United States Government
has done much toward putting in
permanent historical shape the battle
fields in and about Chattanooga.
Chief in interest because of the inten-
sity of the battle and the bearing
which it had on subsequent opera-
tions. is Chickamauga National Mill-

(Continued on page 4)
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Bank debits a* hrre wused represent
tlie ordinary check transactions paxnof

Glut 1

Psrcrots«s lorrsss«* la lows Bans«« A
Year v m Ccarsrcd with 1*2*
It«« Tab)« 1)
incaea®

1 Summary for 1929

Business in lowa «as «ell »bore normal
during most of 1929 and materially above
the level of 192*. to judge by available sta-
tistics Figure* for the month ot December
are not complete, but Jhose at hand indicate
that there wav no important departure
from the year trend during that month It
is therefore proper to compare the records Ceasercioi foltores
of 1929 and 1928 on the bans of the first (rvvtxMdl
eleven months of each year in those eases Elector powtx
where December figures are lacking prodortio*,

This com[anson a shown in Tabic 1 It LHe lawrarce lai*»
will be seen that each series registers iro

Nr* car u»»*

v A EsjJcrrmest
provement, which in most eaaes is greater o .
than the usual rate of growth. This rate, BalULrif contxsrt
aa judged by bank debits in recent year*, g£it| d«Uii

is in the neighborhood of 2*/j per etet.
»U* 1

tii:r (*$-) me lkrrws** {-) fe*H
hiaurw. 1W C<«l«rrd «Ui
I"lI'Ilm U w p iiwi)
I'4tk < U
IWUmc f «tracts
I HritMt mU%
tJfr in*smfr uv=*
tirvtrk pwlImti—
Xrm ear win

tu T Id fif.tiii*irfe

through tank* in eight large re,,r,

»fate «hieb-report to the F'dcoM
Bank of Chicago. They nrpresent «sa»?'*

of the louom of the slate sihieb, *-r

T uM frriet
Vtiv *' trip lannlrtl *r o,

ofates, » a»ed by Federal Brwrse an*b
Must of the baveas aeries listed in Table

1 weee desrnhed in detail in Study No. 4 ii folly twicr as great aa that 1 *

mord by the Bureau of Butanes« Research. normally be experted.

University of lowa. However, a few coo»- Budding contimetion rrpreset-*» »**"

Drtsti on these aeries are in paint here.
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each mem ef from heo dollart or more down to ten to twenty cents.

fending every fwo montht during the Wlnter a maga&ns j/McJl tfllt
about a rurlcfp “of the good new books and h pln? you and the other
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And yet, u w* met different folks of bookish
tAste*. we would ur  “Have yuu reAd Arthur
M Virld* new one?" And they would *Ay “No.
not yet. It sounds rood. Msybe 1# can borrow
It somewhere *
>w# live In Dee Moines There Is a food city
library and *everal ctrculatinf libraries Yet.
even with the«, a lot of the new hooka we would
like to read are unavailable It I* a matter of
bnylnc them or foing without

lo smaller place*, or In the country, the proh
‘em la harder. There I*often no library »erelot.
or very little often few mafaxinr* are available
that give sound t:pa aa to books worth reading
The hook lover in these parta who want* new
reading experiences must go hungry a good deal
at the time.

But why go bunyry <* all?

k Marker for your prospective members.

By forming a hook club, getting sine other
families Into It, each chipping in two dollar**
you can get ten hooka, leave each two weeks
with each family, and have five months of good
reading for a sum small enough to he within
anyone's reach.

Zor and | decided to try IL Then we thought:
“Why nn< pass the Idea around? Why not maka
It easy for other groups to do the same thing?"

Here we are. then. Inspired partly by the Idea
of doing a good turn, hut more largely, no doubt,
by the notion that It would be fun to get out a
magailn* like this, to fix up a list of books, and
to run a mall order hook business on our own.
And not such expensive fun. either ! don't
think well lute very much, though all the finan-
cial esperta have assured us well lose some,
and think of the exercise and diversion well
get (For further sordid finaoclal details, see
The Chancellor of the exchequer, page 31.)

The ftrat thing, of emir*«, vu the Us of
hooks. We wanted good hooka mostly new aith
enough reprints to hold down the average <«at_
You see If a hook club I* going Lo have a two
dollar average It must balance Lhrre-doUar
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the University of lowa; Jay G. Sigmund, the Ce-
dar Rapids bard; Arthur Davison Ficke of Dav-
enport; and William Ellery Leonard of Wiscon-
sin. Leyland Huckfield's Saskatchewan poems
were features In the early 1920’s; and soon after-
ward James Hearst, the farmer-poet living near
Cedar Falls, became a favorite of many Midland
readers. John G. Neilhardt, Mark Van Doren,
W itter Bynner, Glenn Ward Dresbach, Lizette
Woodworth Reese, and Clement Wood were oc-
casional contributors.

Though most of the Midland's pages were
given to short fiction and poetry, there were a few
critical discussions of contemporary literature, and
In the later volumes a department of book reviews
appeared “in the back of the book."

The magazine changed its editorial home re-
peatedly In its first seven years, as Frederick was
led by various interests to Minnesota, to the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, to a farm in the “cut-over”
lands of northeastern Michigan; but it continued
to be printed by Willis Mercer in lowa City.
Mercer had a personal iInterest in the magazine
that was continually helpful. The first subscrip-
tion price of $1.50 was increased to $2 in 1920
and $3 in 1924. Before the move to Chicago it
never had a circulation in excess of 500.

Though usually a monthly, the Midland some-
times experimented with bimonthly and semi-
monthly publication. In the latter phase, It com-
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monly devoted an entire issue to the work of a
single author.

In 1924 Frederick invited the writer of this little
summary of the Midland's history to become co-
editor (and a little later co-publisher also) of the
magazine. This pleasant though arduous relation-
ship existed until the removal to Chicago.

In the optimistic and booming years of the late
1920’s plans were developed to take the Midland
to Chicago, where an important literary group
with cultural and financial backing had recently
developed. The move was made In 1930, and the
next year the magazine, still printed In lowa City,
was given a quarto page. But It was an unpropi-
tious time for any new venture. ‘““The fourth year
of the depression proves to be one too many for
the Midland,” wrote Frederick in the last number
of the magazine, issued In June, 1933. The maga-
zine’s list and title were merged with those of the
Frontier, in Missoula, Montana.

Henry L. Mencken once declared that the Mid-
land was “probably the most important literary
magazine ever established In America.” Menck-
enian hyperbole, of course; but it cannot be denied
that this magazine had a very real importance In
the encouragement of sincere authorship and good
writing over almost two decades.



College Literary Magazines

At least 50 literary or general-interest maga-
zines have been published for longer or shorter
periods and more or less regularly in lowa’s insti-
tutions of higher education. This does not include
the humorous magazines, published fitfully on
many campuses, often only a jump or two ahead
of the censors. Nor does it include the magazines
published for alumni, either by alumni associa-
tions or college administrations.

A few lowa colleges published, usually for
short periods, journals to present the work of fac-
ulty members. One of the earliest of these was the
lowa Classic, conducted 1870-1875 by President
John Wheeler, of lowa Wesleyan College. The
College had its own printing office, and issued the
Classic at first in newspaper form, eight pages
monthly at 50 cents a year; but In Its last two years
It was a 12-page quarto and was filled mainly

with work furnished by the student literary soci-
eties.

lowa State College, at Ames, offered scholarly

and literary work by its faculty In its College

Quarterly (1878-1880). Eventually various spe-

cialized technical journals were established at
Ames and lowa City to which faculty, advanced
303
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students, alumni, and outstanding scholars from
other universities were not infrequently contribu-
tors.

Among such journals at lowa City are the Phil-
ological Quarterly (1922), lowa Business Digest
(1930), lowa Transit (1890), lowa Publisher
(1925); and at Ames the journal of Parasitology
(1914), lowa Engineer (1901), lowa State Sci-
entist (1948), and lowa Homemaker (1921) —
all of them still in course of publication.

The early student publications at lowa colleges
were an Interesting lot. All began as monthlies
published only during the school year. The Vi-
dette-Reporter, of lowa City, observed as late as
1884: "Of the 35 exchanges received at our of-
fice, but one 1s a weekly, nearly all being issued
monthly." The State University of lowa paper
had become a weekly only the year before; other
lowa college papers were slow to follow its ex-
ample. The Collegian, of Cornell College, later
called the Cornellian, became a weekly In 1891,
but continued a special monthly edition through
the 1890’s. Some of the older monthlies — such
as the Simpsonian (1870), the Drake Delphic
(1884), and the lowa Wesleyan (1886) did not
turn to weekly publication until after the turn of
the century. Our reason for noting these changes
to more frequent publication Is that the monthlies
relied somewhat more on literary miscellany
(originating In the literary societies and English
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classes) than on the news, which was the staple of
the weeklies.

But many full-fledged magazines have furnished
ambitious writers on lowa campuses media for ex-
pression by the printed word. Of course the Mid-
land, of lowa City, was campus born; but both its
contributors and its readers were mainly off-cam-
pus, and at one time it actually had more subscrib-
ers In California than in lowa. A few others drew
upon outside writers and enjoyed fairly wide
readership support.

he Tanager (1925-1948) was subtitled “Grin-
ned College Literary Magazine” and was spon-
sored by the English Department, with financial
backing from the College. It was a well produced
monthly with an editorial board consisting of both
faculty members and students. Its first editor was
Wayne Gard, then an instructor In journalism at
Grinnell. Contributing editors 1929-1933 were
two former Grinnell students already famous iIn
the world of letters — James Norman Hall and
Ruth Suckow. The Tanager s pages were open to
faculty, students, alumni, and off-campus writers.
Among notable contributors were William Saro-
yan, Jay G. Sigmund, Eudora Welty, William
March, and Charles Angoff. Thomas Duncan
contributed some verse while he was a member of
the faculty. The Tanager was, from beginning to
end, a credit to Grinnell College.

he Husk was begun by the English Club of
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Cornell College In 1922 as a quarterly belonging
to the "little magazine™ classification. It welcomes
off-campus writers. Clyde (known to his affec-
tionate students as "Toppy") Tull was long the
guide of this excellent magazine and is still listed
as "Adviser." And now we are authorized to an-
nounce. with some excitement, a current preg-
nancy at Cornell: the birth of a new quarterly Is
expected In March, 1964, for which the grand old
name of North American Review has been chosen.

But without question the most distinguished
"little magazine"” published In lowa under college
or university auspices was American Prefaces
(1935-1943). It was a well printed 16-page quar-
to with self-cover, issued by the University of
lowa under the direction of the School of Letters
with the cooperation of the School of Journalism
and the School of Fine Arts. Wilbur L. Schramm
was Its active and able editor; Paul Engle and
Robert Whitehand were among the associate edi-
tors, and Norman Foerster, head of the School of
Letters, was adviser. While students and faculty
were well represented In the pages of American
Prefaces, the list of famous off-campus writers
whom Schramm persuaded to contribute an essay,
poem, or story was imposing indeed. T. S. Eliot,
Robert Frost, O. E. Rolvaag, Stephen Vincent
Benet, Louis Adamic, and Muriel Rukeyser were
In the list. Among American Prefaces distin-
guished lowa writers were Edwin Ford Piper,
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James Hearst, Jay G. Sigmund, and Eleanor
Saltzman. Associate Editor Paul Engle had al-
ready published two volumes of poetry when
American Prefaces was founded, and his verse
enriches the pages of the whole file. The Atlantic
Monthly and the Saturday Evening Post did some
poaching on the lowa campus, and Editor
Schramm’s distinguished short stories appeared In
those magazines In the 1940°s. Grant Wood had
a little essay In the first number of the Prefaces,
and a number of his pictures were reproduced In
excellent halftone prints In several later issues.

The earlier lowa Literary Magazine (1924-
1930), a student monthly, changed its title in its
last two years to Hawk Wings. The ’little maga-
zine” statements, which was founded In 1959 by
Marvin Bell as a quarterly and now calls itself a
“non-quarterly” because of its irregular publica-
tion, Is devoted to modern poetry and art. It is a
small quarto of 32 pages, the type handset and
then printed along with the pictures by offset.
State University of lowa poetry and art ‘“work-
shops” furnish most of Its material.

The Western Review, which spent its last ten
years (1949-1959) at lowa City, was founded at
the University of Utah In 1937 under the ftitle
Intermountain Review of English and Speech, by
Ray B. West. Shortly it was renamed Rocky
Mountain Review; and when West moved to the
University of Kansas to join the English faculty
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there, he brought his quarterly, by then a widely
known “little magazine,” with him as Western
Review. When he came to lowa as an associate
In the Writers’ Workshop, the Western Review
was In his luggage. Six students who received de-
grees for writing done iIn the Workshop were
published in the ten volumes of the Western Re-
view while 1t was lowa-based, but many distin-
guished off-campus authors were also contribu-
tors. Among them were Babette Deutsch, Karl
Shapiro, Allen Tate, Kenneth Patchen, Kenneth
Rexroth, and Harvey Swados. The magazine was
never regional; the word Western In the title re-
ferred, sald the editor, to mind rather than geog-
raphy. After the issue for Spring, 1959, the
Western Review was merged with Contact, of
Sausalito, California.

Sketch has been published three times a year at
Ames to present student writing (mostly fiction
and verse) by students In English at lowa State
University. It has been consistently well edited
and well printed. Looking further back In the his-
tory of this iInstitution, we come upon a monthly
Issued by the literary societies of 1873-1896 called
Aurora; It contained articles and verse by both
students and faculty, as well as some local and
alumni news.

The Simpson Literary Quarterly (1920-1922)
printed some excellent material In its short career;
Stuart Shaw, presently senior staff lecturer at
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New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art, was Its
first editor. After a long lapse, this magazine was
followed by Sequel, begun by the Simpson Col-
lege chapter of Sigma Tau Delta (an English
studies honorary society that has been responsible
for literary journals In many Midwestern col-
leges) and has been published since 1948 rather
irregularly. It i1s now mainly an annual.

Caravan, begun In 1927 at Coe College, has
had a similar history of irregularity and is now a
Spring annual. Vernon Lichtenstein, the faculty
adviser of the sponsoring Writers’ Club for many
years, tells how the depression of the 1930’s
forced resort to hand composition by six students,
with some aid from the National Youth Adminis-
tration; and thus three numbers were put out an-
nually.

Manuscript was begun as a semiannual in 1938
at Morningside College. It changed title in 1956
to Perspectives and added to its student work In
fiction, essays, and poetry, some fine offset repro-
ductions of student art.

In Dubugue are published two of the older col-
lege literary magazines of the state — the Spokes~
man, begun in 1903 by students of Loras College
as a quarterly; and the Labarum of Clarke Col-
lege, begun In 1906 also as a quarterly but now a
semiannual produced with great skill and artistry.

College Chips, of Luther College, has had a
varied career dating all the way back to 1884. For
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many years it was a literary monthly including
some news. Sometimes it was printed partly In
Norwegian, but since 1927 it has been wholly In
English — and often irregular In issue.

Castle Tales was begun at Wartburg College
with its issue for February, 1949, as a joint effort
of the English, Music and Art Departments. At
first 1t was a semiannual of quarto size and con-
tained short stories, essays, poems, block prints,
and occasionally some music. It changed title to
Castle In 1958. It Is now a handsome large octavo
of 72 pages, issued annually. Block prints still ap-
pear, but the publication of music was abandoned
several years ago. Castle I1s a student magazine,
though an alumnus occasionally contributes.

Another annual Is Design, of lowa Wesleyan
College. It was founded In 1954 by Louis A.
Haselmayer, now chairman of the College’s Divi-
sion of the Humanities. It I1s sponsored by Sigma
Tau Delta and contains fiction, poetry and essays
by English Department students and faculty
members.

The Morningside Review 1Is an annual founded
In 1962 as a repository of addresses and papers by
distinguished visitors and faculty members at
Morningside College.




Some Special Categories

Special notice must be taken of certain lowa
magazines that refuse to be fitted neatly Into any
category In this series of articles or into any In the
series that 1s to follow. We choose a few of them
for attention here.

When Life made its sensational success as a
picture magazine in 1936, the amazing welcome it
received stimulated other enterprising publishers
to enter the field of general pictorial journalism
with their own offerings. About a score of such
ventures were made, but the only successful one
was the fortnightly Look, founded in Des Moines
In 1937. Look was no mere Imitation; It was
packed with original i1deas, lively, exciting, and
worth reading. Gardner Cowles, Jr., known to
lowa friends as “Mike” when he was first associ-
ated with his father and brother In publishing
the Register and Tribune, was the founder of
Look and remains its editor and president of its
publishing company. His magazine was immedi-
ately successful, soon gaining a million circulation
and moving Its main office to New York in 1940.
Today It i1s one of the three great mass circulation
magazines Iin the weekly-biweekly class.

A long forgotten but interesting periodical, im-
311
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portant to the study of early lowa culture, Is the
Opera House Reporter, founded by James S. Cox
at Estherville. Cox was then manager of the
Lough Opera House In that town. In those years
such Houses had to take whatever shows came
along with no chance of learning about them In
advance; and as a result, some very bad ones
sometimes appeared on the Lough stage. Cox
gave public notice eventually that If an audience
decided any show on his stage was really atro-
cious, It could walk out and get its money back.
When this happened, Cox mailed out a circular
to other opera house managers warning them
against the bad show; they replied with letters
about bad and good offerings and begged him to
continue the circulars. Thus the Opera House
Reporter (affectionately nicknamed “The lowa
Detective”) was born in 1898. The very first
numbered Issue carried some advertisements; an
Impresario wanted “singing and dancing come-
dian, heavy man, leading lady; must be good
dressers on and off stage”; “The Great Nina, elec-
tric picture and endurance dancer” was guaran-
teed— “Will forfeit $500.00 if you can produce
her equal.”

L. C. Zelleno and George H. Bubb acquired the
paper in 1915. It was then a 16-page quarto with
some illustrations, published weekly at $2 a year,
Including gossip and news of shows and show
people; but still featuring “managers’ reports,”
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now arranged by towns and states throughout the
Middle West. In 1917 they moved it to Des
Moines. But the motion picture was already mak-
Ing great inroads upon the old opera house busi-
ness. In the spring of 1921, an attempt was made
to enlarge the journal’s scope, and the title was
changed to Amusement Reporter; but it did not
quite last that year out.

A few music journals have been published iIn
lowa, as Frank Abbott’s Presto, born in Cedar
Rapids in 1884 but soon moved to Chicago; W en-
dell Heighton’s Western Musical Herald (1906-
1916), a Des Moines monthly with Minneapolis
and Chicago editions; and P. C. Hayden's School
Music, begun in Quincy, lllinois, and then moved
to Keokuk, where its melodies ceased in 1915.

An admirable small-quarto monthly of thirty-
two pages with self-cover called the Book Marker
was published in Des Moines by Donald and Zoe
Murphy, 1927-1929. Book reviews, brief critical
pieces, and editorial chat composed a delightful
bill of fare. But Donald became occupied with
writing serials for farm papers, Zoe had a baby,
and family budgets of time and money brought an
end to a journal that not a few readers were sorry
to see die.

In 1900-1901 H. S. Kneedler began in Boone a
beautifully printed little magazine after the form,
If not the style, of Hubbard s Philistine. It was

called The Optimist, and it enlisted a number of
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good contributors — such lowans as Johnson
Brigham and Lewis Worthington Smith; such di-
verse Easterners as Henry L. Mencken and Ella
Wheeler Wilcox. But its optimism was short-
lived.

A famous journal of its time was the Analyst,
dedicated to “pure and applied mathematics,” and
published by J. E. Hendricks in Des Moines,
1873-1884. After leaving lowa, It was issued as
Annals of Mathematics, first at the University of
Virginia, then at Harvard, and finally at Prince-
ton, where it is still published. It has always been
a bimonthly.

The Dubugque Chess Journal was a 76-page
octavo published monthly through 1870-1878 by
C. A. Brownson. It varied In title — sometimes
simply — Chess Journal, sometimes Brownson s
Chess Journal. Suspended for eight years, It was
resumed 1886-1892.

Another specialized monthly was the Western
Penman, begun in Cedar Rapids by A. N. Palmer
In 1885. Professor Palmer’s beautiful Spencerian
writing fascinated boys and girls in many school-
rooms. His little magazine of 16 quarto pages sold
for five cents a copy. It was moved to New York
In 1905 and published there as the American Pen-
man until 1938. By that time fine penmanship was
virtually a forgotten art.

W e have left until the last one of the handsom-
est magazines ever issued Iin lowa. This Is the
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Y ’hiS is the first issue of a new
magazine of lowa life. 1 hope
you like it.

The IOWAN represents not on-
ly four years of work and plan-
ning on our part, but also the ef-
forts of scores of lowans who have
helped us through the difficult_in-
itial steps. \\e greatly appreciate
their faith, and that of our pres-
ent advertisers and charter sub-
scribers. | am confident that Vol
|, No. I, of The IOWAN justifies
the support that it has been given.

More than hing else,” this
magazine is an “éxpression of our
faith that lowans are willing to
support a quality magazine about
themselves and their “state. The
proof of this belief is still to come.
A great mané/ people are betting
against us. But we simply believe
that if you give peoPe a good
magazingé that they .like, they!l
support Ii.

lle it may be somewhat un-
usual, this magazine Is dedicated
to one of Its most faithful sup-
porters: John Esden, a cousin who
died from bulbar polio on the
deadline day of this issue. He had
ust finished our 'Revolutionary
ar article. At the age of 21, John
was one of the most gifted young
men | have ever known. Already
a profound student of history, eco-
nomics and politics, he was “also a
good athlete and a talented mu-
sician.

As John, lowa represents to me
the challenge of unfulfilled prom:
Ise. Our state has so many prom
|sm% paths open to its futdre that
we have still touched only a few
of them. But we are in danger of
depending. on our. own present
bounty, stifling initiative and fail-
Ing to find the right paths await-
INg us. As John never rested In
his pursuit of knowedge, so |
hope lowa never rests in‘its quest
for a better future.

The IOWAN is not meant to ke
a private dream. Rather, | hopeall
lowans. will feel they are a part
of an interesting and stimulating
venture and join us in building a
better magazine and a better lone.

David Archie
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lowan, of Shenandoah, a quarterly of 56 small-
quarto pages plus cover devoted to lowa per-
sonalities, industry, history, public affairs, travel,
nature, sports, homes and gardens, art, and edu-
cation. About two-thirds of it Is devoted to pic-
tures, with some eight pages usually in color. Be-
gun as a bimonthly at only $2 a year by David E.
and Willard D. Archie In 1952, it lost money un-
til, In 1958, it dropped all advertising and news-
stand sales, increased the color, and doubled the
price. It became a quarterly in 1961. Todayithas
nearly 10,000 circulation at a regular subscription
price of $7.50.






Thoroly Amervrcar

Radicalism Iin Our Leading
American Universities

| belong to the radical socialists,” writes Professor Calhoun of the
University of Ohio, in a letter to Professor Zeuch of the University of Min-
nesota "One of the things that will hasten the revolution is to spread the
notion that it can come soon If the Left Wing—pushes for Confiscation—
| will go with them. Beals is pushing the Nation and says they have <piad-
rupled circulation since they became Bolshevist

Yes—Professor Calhoun says all this, and more, in that remarkable
letter He brings in the names of professors of sociology at four other
universities and trie president of another A photographic copy <f the letter
and an analytical storx A story that will make you think and act.

Back to the Constitution

A masterful application to our present problem of unrest \ practical
appeal to common ”“ense patriotism.
By FEDERAL JUDGE MARTIN J WADE

Is America Worth Saving?

A thoroly American discussion by an American who has had excep-
tional opportunities for observation
By DR NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER

The Red Bible

The Communist Manifesto, written in 1848 by Marx and Engles and
the basis of modern radicalism Some astounding extracts.
By H E. MOSS

and 8 other Timely Articles
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