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In June of 2023, the University of Iowa Office of the State 
Archaeologist (OSA) successfully completed a year-long 
grant project for the University of Iowa (UI) Community En-
gaged Scholars Program, supported by the UI Office of the 
Vice President for Research.  OSA began collaboration dur-
ing the fall of 2021 with the Historical Society & Museum 
located in Elgin, Iowa (EHS), and introduced EHS leadership 
to our colleagues with the Meskwaki Nation and UI Depart-
ment of Anthropology to share knowledge about archaeo-
logical and historical sites along the Turkey River in north-
east Iowa, which is archaeologically very dense but sorely 
under documented in the Iowa Site File. 
 
The project was prompted by an inquiry to OSA from the 
EHS who recognized that many area residents had large 
family collections, but the people with knowledge about 

the artifacts and their locations were aging and sadly passing away, typically prior to sharing contextual information 
about site location, size, and landscape position.  Archaeologically, these context details are far more important than 
individual artifacts, and while archaeologists are 
definitely interested in artifacts, it is the context of 
these finds that enriches the understanding of past 
cultures and illuminates why they chose to follow 
their particular lifeways.  In an effort to encourage 
community members to share their guarded 
knowledge and document these sites, OSA worked 
with the grant partners to organize four community 
events, including an initial collaboration that capital-
ized on the July 2022 Elgin RAGBRAI stop (Figure 1), 
and two events called an “Archaeo-blitz” where lo-
cal Elgin residents could work with professional ar-
chaeologists and our student interns to identify their 

artifacts, record new site locations, and learn collections care 
tips (Figure 2).  These events included Tribal members from the 
Meskwaki and Ho-Chunk nations, whose participation encour-
aged public involvement and reinforced for both local residents 
and Native people the continuing Tribal interests in the area.  As 
part of developing sustainable long-term outcomes using the 
grant funding, OSA also workshopped with EHS volunteers to 
teach them the basics of artifact identification, site documenta-
tion, and collections care to assist community members who 
visit their facility with questions, and taught EHS how to submit 
that information to OSA for inclusion in the Iowa Site File. 
 
Raising awareness about Indigenous connections, both past and 
present, to the Turkey River was a key goal of the community 

Community Engaged Archaeology in Elgin, Iowa 
Elizabeth Reetz, Director of Strategic Initiatives, University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist and John F.  
Doershuk, Director and State Archaeologist, University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist  

 

Figure 1.  OSA staff member Seraphina Carey explaining ancient 
technology at the July 2022 OSA RAGBRAI booth in Elgin.  

 

 
Figure 2.  OSA staff member Veronica Mraz (center) and UI Anthro-
pology student Molly Edwards (to Veronica’s left) working with Elgin 
workshop participants, March 2023.  

Figure 3.  Meskwaki Nation artist Daniel Young Bear-
Brown educating visitors during the April 2023 Elgin Ar-
chaeo-blitz.  
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engagement aspect of the grant funding provide by UI.  To 
this end, the grant partners collaborated to insure the Ar-
chaeo-blitz events included presentations, exhibits, and per-
formances by Meskwaki and Ho-Chunk historians, artists, and 
dancers.  Johnathan Buffalo (Meskwaki Tribal Historic Preser-
vation Officer), Suzanne Wanatee Buffalo (OSA Indian Adviso-
ry Council), and Bill Quackenbush (Ho-Chunk Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer) gave presentations on their historical 
and contemporary connections to the Turkey River at the Oc-
tober 2022 Archaeo-blitz.  In April 2023, Meskwaki artists Ni-
na Young Bear, Hilda Young Bear, Daniel Young Bear-Brown 
(Figure 3), and Ho-Chunk artists Bill Quackenbush (Figure 4) 
and Randall Blackdeer displayed and demonstrated tradition-
al arts.  Larry Yazzie (Meskwaki) of Native Pride Dancers per-
formed Indigenous drumming, storytelling, and dancing 
(Figure 5), accompanied by flute player and dancer Romeo 
Buffalo (Meskwaki).  Kristina Young Bear (Meskwaki) catered 
a luncheon of traditional foods, which served as a fundraiser 
for the EHS – and the food sold out!  Meskwaki Media Services recorded the talks and portions of the dancing and 
artists.  These videos can be streamed at https://livestream.com/meskwakination. 
 
The impact of this project and the four events far ex-
ceeded expectations from all partners.  Through the 
partnership, OSA recorded 21 new archaeological 
sites in Fayette County and 16 elsewhere in Iowa.  
One interesting fact, since 2001 (i.e., post digitizing 
catch-up) only 60 sites had been recorded for Fayette 
County “in the modern era” so an addition of 21 sites 
is quite remarkable.  OSA also trained 12 community 
members in the basics of artifact identification, collec-
tions care, and site recording (Figure 6), so that the 
community can continue to collect scientific data and 
share with OSA.  The EHS significantly bolstered their 
membership and community awareness of their focal 
project, Tribes of the Turkey River.  Marilyn Schaer, 
EHS president during the duration of the project 
(Figure 7), and Paul Foxwell, EHS treasurer, reported 
that “between the speakers at the October event and the food, artisans and dancers at the April event, I think our 

awareness of indigenous history significantly increased.  Similarly, 
our understanding of the native occupants of the region over the 
past millennia through their artifacts has been very helpful” and 
“we have been able to significantly increase our membership after 
this event [October 2022 Archaeo-blitz] through an active member-
ship campaign, and I think this event was very helpful in driving that 
badly needed base of new members.  EHS also received or became 
aware of some artifact collections which may become a part of the 
exhibit in the future.”  Johnathan and Suzanne Buffalo reflected 
that working with the EHS and participating in the events in Elgin 
over the course of the grant reawakened valuable memories and 
helped to reinforce the Tribe’s connectedness to the Turkey River 
area.  Between the four events, the team connected with over 500 
attendees and participants. 
 

 

Figure 4.  Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer and skilled flute-maker, Bill Quackenbush, at the April 
2023 Elgin Archaeo-blitz.  

 

Figure 5.  Crowd participation at the April 2023 Elgin Archaeo-blitz 
with native dancers Romeo Buffalo (left) and Larry Yazzie (right).  

 

Figure 6.  Elizabeth Reetz working with Elgin communi-
ty members at the March 2023 workshop.  
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Four UI Anthropology undergraduate students, Ga-
briella Snyder, Samantha Cooling, Molly Edwards, 
and Sarah Vaughn were supported by the grant as 
interns at OSA for the 2022–2023 academic year.  
They participated in many aspects of the project 
(Figure 8), learning and gaining experience in com-
munity engagement best practices by both observ-
ing and being hands-on in activities at both the 
workshop and the Archaeo-blitz events.  Important 
grant-funded end products they developed include 
two ArcGIS StoryMaps.  Community Engaged Ar-
chaeology in Elgin, Iowa, [bit.ly/Elgin-Iowa-Commun 
ityArchaeology] documents the events that oc-
curred as part of this partnership and provides a 
contextual overview of Elgin from the perspective of 
Tribal partners.  A Citizen's Guide to Recording Ar-
chaeological Finds in Iowa [https://bit.ly/Iowa-

citizen-archaeology-guide] stems from re-
sources created throughout the grant year 
to use at events and workshops to guide 
Elgin-area participants through the basics of 
artifact identification, site recordation, and 
collections care.  These StoryMaps include 
printable artifact info sheets and new vide-
os.  IAS members are encouraged to use 
these web resources in further educating 
themselves and to share with non-
members who might have questions.  We 
are currently developing a grant proposal to 
submit to the National Endowment for the 
Humanities to replicate many aspects of the 
Elgin Archaeo-blitz experiences at multiple 
locations across Iowa; if successful, pro-
gramming will likely occur in 2025. 

 

Figure 7.  OSA staff member Veronica Mraz, local historian Terry 
Landsgaard, state archaeologist John Doershuk, and EHS President 
Marilyn Schaer discussing a recent donation to the Historical Society 
during the March 2023 Elgin workshop; students Samantha Cooling 
(left) and Gabriella Snyder (right) in background.  

 

Figure 8.  Artifact identification at the April 2023 Elgin Archaeo-blitz, student 
interns Sarah Vaughn and Molly Edwards (seated, upper right) answering par-
ticipant questions.  

Abbie Gardner Cabin Dig 2023 
 

John F. Doershuk, State Archaeologist and Director, Office of the State Archaeologist 

The 2023 Iowa Lakeside Laboratory archaeological field school contin-
ued exploratory excavations at 13DK9, the Abbie Gardner Sharp Histor-
ic Cabin Site located in Arnolds Park, Iowa, on the shores of West 
Okoboji Lake.  As with the 2022 field school, there were seven partici-
pants during the four-week program.  In 2023, nine additional partici-
pants worked at the site through an arrangement with the Sanford Mu-
seum, Cherokee, Iowa.  These participants were on-site for a total of 
seven days of excavation.  The combined efforts of the Lakeside and 
Sanford participants resulted in 21 m2 of excavation being completed, 
with eight 1 x 1 m units distributed across the open green space in the 
block east of Monument Drive and north of the city shelter and 11 sim-
ilar sized units distributed primarily in the open area east of the inter-
pretive center and north of the monument.  Two 1 x 1 m units were 

 

Sydney Blum (UNI) and Jordan Barry (UI, right)  

https://iowa-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ereetz_uiowa_edu/Documents/bit.ly/Elgin-Iowa-CommunityArchaeology
https://iowa-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ereetz_uiowa_edu/Documents/bit.ly/Elgin-Iowa-CommunityArchaeology
https://bit.ly/Iowa-citizen-archaeology-guide
https://bit.ly/Iowa-citizen-archaeology-guide
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placed flanking an artifact-dense unit dug in 2022 
west of the cabin and north of the interpretive center 
to explore whether the deposit found the previous 
year dating to 1891-1921 was in fact a trench.  It turns 
out the deposit was a pit, with very little additional 
material found to either side.  This makes the discov-
ery rather fortuitous and shows—at least in this in-
stance—the efficacy of the electrical resistivity data 
collected before excavation began last year.  Many 
thanks to Prof. Colin Betts (Luther College) and his 
students for their assistance with geophysical investi-
gations.  A stone arrowpoint was recovered from the 
unit immediately north of this pit but unfortunately in 
disturbed context (that is, it had been dug up and re-
deposited more than a century ago, probably without 
the digger knowing it was there).  The point type con-
forms well to a known archaeological type (Koster) 
that dates to approximately 1,500 years ago, reinforc-
ing that this landform was well known to the Indige-
nous ancestors of the region.  Additional related evi-
dence was found in the open area 10–20 m north of 
the monument where several clusters of large 
stones—probably dispersed rock ovens—and a few 
flakes from stone tool making were discovered buried 
approximately 30–50 cm (at the contact between the 

A and B soil horizons) below the current surface.  While 
no dateable charcoal or artifacts were recovered, these 
features suggest precontact Indigenous habitation and 
will be the focus of additional exploration in 2024.  Oth-
erwise, as expected, almost all excavated units in the 
block west of Monument Drive revealed at least a few 
items related to Abbie’s activities during the 1891–1921 
period when she ran the cabin as one of Iowa’s earliest 
heritage tourism destinations.  All eight units located east 
of Monument Drive yielded exclusively materials that 
appear to date to the 1920-1950 era from when small 
lake cottages occupied the landscape here prior to it be-
coming open parkland.  As was the case in 2022, very few 
items dating to the early 1800s up to the 1860s were dis-
covered, with a single native-made gunflint of Knife River 
Flint recovered in 2022 remaining the most likely artifact 
that might be related to Wahpekute or other Dakota oc-
cupation of the area.  Artifact cataloging for the 2023 
season continues, so there may yet be other discoveries 
to report. 

 

Jane Taylor (Oberlin, standing) and Bethy Hernandez (UI)  

 

Carl Klein (local resident, standing), Bethy Hernandez (UI, left) 
and Donnie Carpenter (ISU)  
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New 30 Year Honorary Lifetime Members 2022  
 
Congratulations to Mary Anson, Coralville, IA; Richard Fishel, Rushville, IL; Duane Miller, North Liberty, IA; Cindy Peter-
son, Wilton, IA; Joe Thompson, Decorah, IA; Fay Vittetoe, Coralville, IA, on achieving the Honorary Lifetime member-
ship status in 2022!  
 

2022 New IAS Members 
 

Sheyenne Clapp Williamsburg, Iowa Jolene Otto Kingsley, Iowa 
Renee Coffey Pacific Junction, Iowa Carrie Parris Iowa City, Iowa 
Molly Cochran Ames, Iowa Amanda Pasket Elgin, Iowa 
Eleanor Collins Iowa City, Iowa Natalee Pedroza Keokuk, Iowa 
Kellie Cremer Pueblo, Colorado Tom Peters Davenport, Iowa 
Stephanie Dennler Cresco, Iowa Gregory Pelster Crawsfordsville, Iowa 
Darla Desrosier Marion, Iowa Upton Rehnberg Moline, Illinois 
Jessica Duffy Cedar Rapids, Iowa Anne Riordan Guthrie Center, Iowa 
James Green Johnston, Iowa Gary Rolsch Davenport, Iowa 
Aaron Greiner Des Moines, Iowa Mary Ann Schwindt Des Moines, Iowa 
Melissa Eaton Greenwood, Iowa Deb Sejkora Marion, Iowa 
Haley Gallagher Hiawatha, Iowa Amanda Skellenger Stuart, Iowa 
David Gaumer West Des Moines, Iowa Austyn Slaybaugh Marion, Iowa 
Howard Holladay Milan, Illinois Kathryn Smith Des Moines, Iowa 
Lawrence Johnson Redfield, Iowa Jessica Stone West Des Moines, Iowa 
Randy Kruid Hudson, South Dakota Steve and Sheila Terry Fairfield, Iowa 
Laura Lash Martensdale, Iowa William Valencia Iowa City, Iowa 
Dennis Laughlin Battle Creek, Iowa Benjamin Voth Centerville, Iowa 
Linda Lewis West Des Moines, Iowa Cole Walker Dallas Center, Iowa 
Amanda Malaski Ames, Iowa Kristin Moran Omaha, Nebraska 
Brandon Nordschow Decorah, Iowa Serena Webster Ames, Iowa 
Kris Olsen Harpers Ferry, Iowa Elizabeth White 
Deb Otto Dubuque, Iowa 

 

Iowa Site Steward Recognition 2020-2022 
 
Because the vast majority of Iowa lands are privately owned, we rely a great deal on the stewardship of Iowans to pro-
tect known burial sites.  On behalf of the Indian Advisory Council and the Office of the State Archaeologist, we would 
like to recognize the stewards that have worked with the Bioarchaeology Program from 2020-2022. 
Thanks all, for your stewardship! 
Lara Noldner, Bioarchaeology Director 
 

Jessica Flatt (Iowa DNR) - Lucas County 
Shelby Williams - Benton County Conservation 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation - Boone County 
Josh Yoder - Howard H. Cherry Scout Reservation - Linn County 
Barb Knox Homrighaus - Hamilton County 
Melissa Marazes - Clayton County 
Terry Landsgaard and Clair Blong - Winneshiek County 
Brent and Lynn Wirth - Dallas County 
Aron Flickinger (Iowa DNR) - Monona County 
City of Cedar Rapids Parks Department 
Johnson County Board of Supervisors, Astig Planning, Impact 7G - County Poor Farm Cemetery Improvement/

Management Team 
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Well, better late than never. Here is a summary of our work at the Milford site (13DK1) in 2000.  The ISU field school I 
directed was a joint effort between Iowa Lakeside Laboratory and ISU.  The university course ran for four weeks be-
tween May 21–June 16, 2000, and there were one- and two-week courses for schoolteachers and the public participa-
tion through Lakeside Lab as well.  We enrolled 14 UI and ISU students, teachers, and participants (Table 1). 
 

Charles R. Keyes (Tiffany 1981:73) originally recorded the Milford site locale as the Big Bend site; he added two small 
donations from the site now curated in the UI repository.  The University of Iowa (UI) and the Office of State Archaeolo-
gist of Iowa (OSA) in cooperation with the UI College of Education and the Iowa Archeological Society conducted an ex-
tensive excavation at the Milford site in 1978 as part of a UI dissertation project in Anthropology that was never com-
pleted.  Researchers have published on that work in several places (Anderson 1994; Tiffany 1995; Tiffany and Anderson 
1993; Young 1981).  The UI research focused on three large excavation blocks (Tiffany and Anderson 1993:284, 286).  A 
major research goal of the 2000 field school was to relocate a portion of the UI excavations using a Total Station, GPS, 
GIS, digital area maps, and other survey and imagery tools not available in 1978 and tie those excavations into the per-
manent benchmark we established. 
 

Two of my ISU graduate students, Charles Benton, and Adam Meseke, and I visited the site in 1999 and got permission 
to excavate from Tom Kaiser, the son of the property owner, Rhoda Kaiser.  We proceeded to set a permanent bench-
mark adjacent to the corner post of a small acreage lying on the south boundary of Section 10 and the north boundary 
of Section 15 with the section line marker between sections 10 and 15 located just off County Road A-34 (Figure 1).  We 
also did surface collections and coring with a soil probe to confirm site boundaries.  In 2000, we laid out a grid with nine 
2x2m test units on a North-South line and an East-West line from the benchmark with the hope of locating the 1978 
east concentration (Tiffany and Anderson 1993:286). 
 

The field school students learned the standard regimen of field and laboratory skills.  Dain Martinek, a UI graduate stu-
dent working on her MA in Anthropology on plant remains from the site, ably assisted me in the field and lab.  OSA ar-

chives contains the field school docu-
mentation including excavation unit 
level and continuation sheets, unit wall 
profiles, feature forms, piece plotted 
artifacts, documentation on sediments 
collected from unit levels.  Introduced 
rock was counted and weighed by level 
in the site artifact inventory.  We col-
lected sediments collected from de-
fined features, and some unit strata 
were water floated for plant remains 
and other data as part of Dain Mart-
nek’s research.  Of particular im-
portance are the student’s field notes 
which are outstanding.  We screened 
each unit and 10cm level through 
6.35mm (1/4in) wire mesh; students 
learned how to finish and level walls 
and floor with a trowel when complet-
ing a level. 
 
We began unit excavation in arbitrary 
levels, but as field crew competency 
grew, we shifted to natural/cultural 
stratigraphy when possible (Figure 2).  
We switched out the original two stu-

Iowa State University Field School at the Milford Post-Contact Oneota Site 
 

Joseph A. Tiffany 

 

Figure 1. The Milford site showing the relationship between the 1978 and 2000 units. 
Base map: 2018 aerial with 2 ft. contours (ISUGISRF 2023).  
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dent excavator teams to new partners 
after two weeks.  We also did some 
surface collecting and instructed stu-
dents in the use of the transit.  We 
kept them busy in the field, in the 
laboratory, but left time for a few 
field trips.  We did day trips to local 
Oneota sites, Mill Creek sites in 
northwest Iowa, visited the Sanford 
Museum in Cherokee; and took a 
jaunt to the Mitchell (13DV2) Initial 
Middle Missouri tradition site in 
Mitchell, South Dakota. 
 

The result of student’s hard work is in 
Table 2 which summarizes the arti-
facts found.  We recovered brass 
fragments and a brass tinkler, a por-
tion of a metal point, a few pieces of 
worked catlinite, as well as bone, shell and lithics and modern items such as glass, plastic, nails, pottery, and the like 
associated with a thin Oneota habitational sheet midden impacted by farming.  These data are consistent with the post
-Contact Oneota materials recovered from the 1978 project and with artifacts from the site in local collections as well 
as the soils and cultural stratigraphy reported from the 1978 work (Tiffany and Anderson 1993). 
 

We located from the 1978 excavations, a portion the East Con-
centration excavation units in the east-west units, S1E9, S3E9, 
and S3E11, achieving an important research goal (Figure 1).  We 
also found a tarp pin used in the 1978 excavation in unit S3E11 
(Levels 2–3) associated with the 1978 excavation units.  The 
main effort however was field and laboratory training which I 
deemed a success. 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

Thanks to the Kaiser’s for permission to work on the Milford 
site.  Ron Wilmot, a public-school teacher, and field school par-
ticipant, filed an updated Iowa Site Record for 13DK1 based on 
the site locational data we and his students assembled.  The 
Lakeside Lab resident managers, Mark and Judy Wehrspann, 
insured our stay at Lakeside Lab was a pleasant one.  Thanks, to 
them, and to site informants, LeRoy Koep and Darrell Frerichs 
who have collected on the site for many years; and finally, Ed 
and Sharon Stokes who in 2000 lived in acreage adjacent to the 
Milford site and whose northeast property corner post we used 
to set the permanent site benchmark.  Bill Whittaker of OSA 
made Figure 1 based on records curated at OSA.  
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Figure 2. ISU Field School 2000, at the Milford Site.  

Table 1. Milford Field School, 2000 participants. 
Christine Garst (ISU) 
Keri Grossman (ISU) 
Karina Nelson (ISU) 
Alison Richards (UI) 
Tammy Schroeder (ISU) 
Steven Tvdik (ISU) 
Jeremy Wilson (ISU) 
Kyle Wyrick (ISU) 
Dain Martinek (UI) Field Assistant 

 
1–2-week Field Archaeology course participants 

Carole Edington 
Kate Ellison 
Carolyn White 
Ronald Wilmot  
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Long-time members of the IAS likely recall that Julie and Toby Morrow con-
ducted extensive research in the early 1990s that led to the recording of 
numerous archaeological site locations across the state where Clovis, Fol-
som, and Gainey type projectile points have been discovered (Figure 1).  
Their 1993 article in the Newsletter, “Any Fluted Points Out There?” coupled 
with extensive research into published sources and unpublished contract 
archaeology reports—as well as institutional and private collections—
resulted in the recording of 135 fluted points and preforms in Iowa by Feb-
ruary 1994.  By late that year, in part thanks to a flyer describing the Iowa 
fluted point survey distributed during Iowa Archaeology Week (held in Sep-
tember 1994), the number of known fluted points in Iowa increased to 182.  
Iowa currently lacks a radiocarbon—or other dating method—record of 
Paleoindian occupation but based on western U.S. dates (Briggs et al. 2022), 
the earliest fluted points (i.e., Clovis) date to as early as ~13,400 BP while 
the Folsom type appears to persist to as recently as ~12,300 BP, with up to 
200 years of overlap.  Although an imperfect measure, these projectile point 
types are presently the best archaeological surrogates for earliest use of 
what is now known as Iowa by ancestors of modern Native Americans (note, 
regional Tribal oral traditions include knowledge of glaciers and species such 
as mammoth and mastodon).   
 
Unlike today, when access to site information is digital and therefore rela-
tively time efficient to search, the Morrows had no easy method to system-

atically check the more than 15,000 paper site forms then on record.  So, Julie and Toby’s work was artifact-focused, 
insofar as their aim was to collect specific data on the metrics and other characteristics of individual projectile points 
for comparative purposes.  Several points that the Morrows examined were known to have originated from the same 
archaeological site locations, one of the more famous being the Rummells-Maske site, where 21 fluted points have 
been recovered, the most from any one location in Iowa to date.  Originally recorded as a cache, recent field investiga-
tions supplemented by information provided by Dick Maske strongly suggests two loci of fluted point deposition.  The 
original location Wayne Rummells confirmed in 1966 as where he made his discoveries (and which subsequently be-
came the excavation focus of the OSA crew that summer) remains in the Iowa Site File as 13CD15.  The nearby compan-
ion location where Dick Maske indicated his discoveries originated (personal communication, 2018) is ~100 meters dis-
tance from 13CD15 and recorded in the Iowa Site File as 13CD244. 
 
There are other site locations recorded across the state where multiple fluted points have been discovered, but as of 
this writing there has not been sufficient research completed to specifically cite the number of fluted points by archae-
ological site location.  Recently, however, as part of a larger effort to refine cultural affiliation terminology used in re-
cording sites in the Iowa Site File, a targeted effort was made by OSA staff including Teresa Rucker, Maizy Fugate, and 
Colleen Randolph, to identify all sites described using keywords including “fluted,” “Clovis,” Folsom,” and “paleo.”  This 
digital search effort of the data available from the now ca. 32,000 sites on record has yielded—as of October 1, 2023—
366 recorded site locations (Figure 2).  Notably, 76 counties have at least one site recorded that includes a Paleoindian 
presence as represented by these keywords, although this leaves 23 counties lacking such data.  An additional 23 coun-
ties have just one recorded instance, and 14 others have just two.  This means over 85% of the reported sites with a 
Paleoindian presence are located in just 39 of Iowa’s counties.  In my opinion this is an unlikely distribution (e.g., 19 
sites in Johnson County but just two in adjacent Linn) and most likely reflects that the Paleoindian presence is un-
derrepresented in the Iowa Site File.  
 

 

Figure 1.  Typical Iowa Clovis (left) and Fol-
som points from the OSA comparative col-
lection.  

Paleoindian Sites Recorded in Iowa  
 

by John F. Doershuk  
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 Please contact me (john-doershuk@uiowa.edu) if you have knowledge of a Paleoindian site location that can be rec-
orded in one of these zero or low count (e.g., one or two sites) counties as it would be great to have all 99 counties rep-
resented.  On-going efforts utilizing the Iowa Site File include expanding the keyword search (e.g., for “Gainey,” 
“Cumberland,” and “Midland”) and examining individual site records to ascertain the number and type of Paleoindian 
points actually recorded at each location. 
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Figure 2.  Distribution of recorded archaeological sites in the Iowa Site File as of October 1, 2023, for locations tagged as either 
“fluted,” “Clovis,” Folsom,” or “paleo.”  
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Contact the IAS Membership Secretary: 
 
Alan Hawkins 
The University of Iowa,  
Office of the State Archaeologist,  
700 Clinton Street Building,  
Iowa City, Iowa 52242-1033,  
(319) 384-0989, 
alan-hawkins@uiowa.edu 

 

Membership Dues 
 Voting 
  Active $30 
  Household $35 
  Sustaining $40 
 Non-Voting 
  Student (under 18) $15 
  Institution $40 
 

 
Newsletter Information 

 

The Iowa Archeological Society is a non-
profit, scientific society legally organized 
under the corporate laws of Iowa.  
Members of the Society share a serious 
interest in the archaeology of Iowa and 
the Midwest. The Newsletter is pub-
lished four times a year.  

 
 

All materials for publication should be 
sent to the Newsletter Editor: 
 
Lowell Blikre 
Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., 
P.O. Box 347 
Cresco, IA 52136 
Lowell@BearCreekArcheology.com 

 

 

 NOMINATIONS SOUGHT 
FOR THE 

CHARLES KEYES—ELLISON ORR AWARD 
 
The Keyes-Orr Award is presented to individuals in recognition of outstanding 
service to the Iowa Archeological Society and in the research, reporting, and 
preservation of Iowa’s prehistoric and historic heritage. 
 

Nominations should be sent to: 
 

Kelly Yarnes-Schott 
1118 C Avenue 

Gladbrook, IA 50635 
319-939-7422 

olieshouse@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER MATERIALS WANTED 
 
 
The IAS Newsletter always needs articles.  Do you have something you’d like to 
share with the membership?  Did you take photos at any of the meetings or 
field trips?  Do you have a collection, individual artifacts, or a site that you 
would like to highlight?  Contact the newsletter editor and I’ll get it in. 
 
If you have artifacts that you’re curious about and would like to learn what the 
members think, send me photos and I’ll include them in What’s the Point.   
 
 
Email:  Lowell@BearCreekArcheology.com 


