
NEWSLETTER 
News letter No. 57 JUN 16 19?0 

M E S S A G E F R 0 M T H E P R E S I D E 

The purpose of this communication is twofo ld: 
first, to report on the archaeo logical activity 
to be conducted in northwest Iowa this summer 
and second, to discuss two important potentia l 
functions of our S ociety. 

Dur�ng the month of June, Caro l and I wil l  
conduct a n  archaeo logica l survey of the F loyd 
River. The project wil l  be supported by the S anford 
Museum Association and entai l the location of sites and the ana lysis of 
materia l recovered. 

An excavation project has been planned for the month of Ju ly as a cooperative 
effort between the University of Wisconsin and the S anford Museum. Dr. David 
Baerreis and myself are to be co-directors of the project which is designed to 
be .a continuation of the work on the c limate and environment of the Mi l l  Creek 
culture. John Dal lman wi ll be project foreman, assisted by Bob A lex and Jim 
Porter. As was the case with the last Mil l  Creek project, the materia l wi ll 
be divided up to be studied by, various individuals participating in the project. 
If you are in the area, stop by the museum for directions and come out for a 
tour of the operation! 

As for the potentia l functions of our S ociety, I have been discussing matters 
with severa l Trustees and other interested persons which I was given to under
stand were basic needs of the S ociety. These are, first, the need for some 
sort of "memorial" through which deceased members of our Society may be honored, 
and, second, some vehicle by which artic les "too short for the Journa l and too 
long:for the News letter" can be pub lished. One suggestion was to combine the 
needs and estab lish a "memoriaf fund" and use the money for the pub lication of 
an intermediate s-ieie-s in memory of the late members of the IAS. 

A lthough the idea sounds good, there are some problems, i.e., who is to assume 
the responsibility of perpetuating the series, and more basica l ly, where the 
money is to come from in the first p�, ace. S ome members feel that "another 
pub lication would o"n ly be another burden." Others feel that the NL could be 
expanded to include short articles or that an occasiona l issue of the Journa l 
could carry severa l short articles as the need arose. 

My fee ling at present is that we should not establish a pub lication fund based 
upon donations. Senior members wi ll remember that the Keyes Memoria l was never 
effective nor was it perpetuated. One other way of al lowing for pub lication 
funds is membership increase which would resu lt in an expanded News letters or 
an occasional extra vo lume of the Journal. 

With the 1970 field season upon us, I think it wou ld be wel l  for a l l  members 
to think about these matters and p lan on discussing and sett ling the issues at 
the Annua l Meeting next year when we can a l l  get together. Our membership 



application is in need of updating and we will, therefore, be in a position to 
make appropriate changes therein if deemed necessary. I will plan to appoint 
committes to study the problems later this year. In the meantime, if anyone 
has any comments or suggestions on the above, I will be happy to hear from you. 
j:·�w,-i:!}J_d like to wish al� of you a pleasant and productive field season, and 
by all means, if you are in the northwest territory, stop in and pay us a 
visit! 

Duane c. Anderson 
President, IAS 

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD SCHOOL 1970 CREW ROSTER 

Iowa State University/National Park Service, 
FACULTY, STAFF & HALF-STAFF: 

Saylorville Archaeological Project 

Dr. David M. Gradwohl, 

Mr. Steven L. Hobson, 

Miss Nancy M. Osborn, 

Dr. Jon Doerflinger, 

Mrs. Hanna Gradwohl, 
FIELD STUDENTS: 
Miss Cynthia Allen 
Mr. Gary Balmer 
Mr. Thomas K. Black III 
Mr. Steve Harris 
Mr. Gerald Hochberger 
Mr. Melvin Kreb 
Mr. Mark Metzler 
Mr. Robert Solomon 
Mr. Robin Switzer 
Mr. G. Basil Tadlock 
Mr. Robb Wallin 

Field School Director Sociology-Anthropology Department 
IOwa State University, Ames, Iowa 
Field School Assistant Anderson, Indiana 
Graduate Student, anthropology, I. S. U. 
Field School Assistant Ames, Iowa 
Graduate student, anthropology, I.S. U. 
Visiting Social Scientist Vermillion. South Dakota 
Sociology-Anthropology Department. University of S. Dakota 
Cook, Ames, Iowa Social worker on sabbatical 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 
Colfax, Iowa 
Jefferson, Iowa 
Atlantic, Iowa 
Sumner, Iowa 
Sumner , Iowa 
Ames, Iowa 
Ames, Iowa 
Ames, Iowa 
Ames, Iowa 
Ames, Iowa 

Classics major, University of Ark. 
Chemical Engineering major, I. S. U. 
Anthropology major, I. S. U. 
Anthropology major, I. S. U. 
Anthropology major, I. S. U. 
General agriculture major, I. S. U. 
Ames Senior High School 
Gilbert Senior High School 
Ames Senior High School 
Graduate student, anthropology, I. S. U. 
Modern Language & Dance majors, 
Brigham Young University 

Mr. William Wildman Ames, Iowa Ames High '70, en route to Ripon College 

Company Mascots & Freeloaders: Master Steven Gradwohl. Ames, Iowa Crawford School 
Miss Jane Gradwohl. Ames, Iowa Crawford School 
Miss Kathryn Gradwohl, Ames, Iowa I. S. U. Nursefy 

School 

SPECIAL EXHIBIT: INDIANS OF THE PRAIRIE-PLAINS 

Where· THE OCTAGON, AMES SOCIETY FOR THE ARTS 

When: 

What: 

232 1/2 Main Street. Ames, Iowa 

Formal opening 21 June, 1970, 3:00 - 5:00 P.M. 
Informal gallery talks and reception 
Exhibit open to visitors from 21 June through 31 July, 1970 

Included in the display will be: 
Original oil paintings by Carl Bodmer and Alfred Jacob Miller; 
on loan from the Joslyn Museum in Omaha, Nebraska 

Ethnographis materials from prairie-plains Indian groups; 
on loan from the Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Contemporary dance costumes on loan from members of the Mesquakie 
Settlement. Tama County. Iowa 

Oneota archaeological materials excavated from sites in Red Rock 
Reservoir by the Iowa State University-National Park Service Field crews. 
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University of Nebraska 
Excavations in Northwest Iowa 

Dale R. Henning 

This past summer, with a crew of about ten students, the 
University of Nebraska sponsored a summer training session 
in archaeology under the direction of the writer. The 
excavations, designed to ·Obtain maximum information about 
possible patterns of interrelationships between Mill Creek 
and Great Oasis cultures, were extremely successful. Sites 
chosen for extensive effort were the Broken Kettle Mill 
Creek site (13PM1) and the Broken Kettle West site (13PM25). 

The Broken Kettle Mill Creek site has been the scene of 
many previous excavations, the most notable being those 
carried out under WPA auspices by Charles R. Keyes and 
Ellison Orr in the late 19301s. The Nebraska excavations 
were designed to supplement their work, which is reported 
upon, and to obtain minute faunal materials, radiocarbon 
samples and samples for qualitative soils and pollen 
analyses. Three five by five foot squares were excavated 
and the required samples obtained. The site is stratifieC:. 
extending to a depth of about six feet. Three superimposed. 
house floors and a number of cache or storage pits were 
encountered. 

The Broken Kettle West Great Oasis ::?ite received concerted 
attention during the summer session. Two house� (Nos. 2 & 3) 
were completely excavated. House 2 had been partially burned, 
probably at a time shortly after it was constructed. This 
brief occupation is suggested by the small amount of refuse 
on the floor and in the pits, several of which were open 
when the roof structure collapsed. This house was small, 
measuring about 18 by 20 feet on the side with a long 
(ca. 10 feet) entryway. The house, similar to the others, 
was semi-subterranean, mead.ng that the floor was 1.5 to 
3 feet below the surface. House 3 was larger' and had been 
burned. It had apparently been occupied for a long period 
or time, judging from the number of refuse pits, the amount 
and thickness of refuse on the floor and the apparent addition 
of inte11ior structural support posts. All materials within 
the cache pits were passed through a window screen manipulated 
in the waters of Broken Kettle Creek. Through this exhausting 
and time-consuming technique, an excellent sam�le of minute 
bones, shells and other objects was recovered. A third house 
(House 4) was partially exposed during the summer session; 
e:·�c:a va tions on it were conducted in the fall by Roger Banks, 
David Lilly, Duane Anderson and Carol Anderson, supplemented 
by wee%end efforts by Nebraska personnel. House 4 was the 
la11gest encountered on the 't/est Broken Kettle site (Figure 1), 
measuring 34 feet by 19 feet on the sid�, with an entrance of 
9 feet length. It had also.been heavily used over a long 



Figure 1. House #4, Broken Kett l e \·Jest Great Oasis site. 
(for dimensions, see article) 
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period of time, judging from the depth of floor deposit and 
a number of 1 added 1 interior support posts. A tremendous 
sample of cul tural remains was recovered , even though time 
and weather conditions did not permit excavation of all 
cache pits. 

In brief , an excellent summer session was the result of 
these endeavors. But, these results cannot be measured 
entirely -in terms of effort on the part of University of 
Nebraska staff and students . �'lithout the active support 
of the Northwest Chapter of the Iowa Archae ological Society , 

the Iowa Arcth!eological Society and a number of local persons, 
our excavation season would have been far less enjoyable 
and the knowledge gained far less. �e feel especially in
debted to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Banks who were kind and undel"'
standing through the confusion brought about by having a 
crew of excavators in their barnyard and fields. We know 
too that the repeated kindnesses of Roger and Heva Banks 
made our stay much more pleasant. Roger Banks and David 
Lilly, both actively engaged in farming activities , took 
many hours of time in assisting our excavation s and guid ing 
us to other locations pertinent to our interests. 

The excavat ions were supported by the· University of Nebraska 
Research Council. MARCH 1,1970 
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA TENATIVE SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Adrian D. Anderson, Office of State Archeologist is now conducting a summer 
Field School in the Glenwood area, on the same site as last year on Pony Creek, 
plus a site several miles farther upstream from last year's dig, which is three 
miles due west of Glenwood, Jowa, He will be there until about July 1st. and can 
be contacted by addressing his mail % Postmaster. Glenwood, Iowa 51534. 

After July 1st he will open a series of sites in the Coralville Dam Impoundment, 
for the remainder of the season. For more -information on this drop a card to: 
S U I Field School. State Archeologist Office, 129 South Capital. Iowa City, Iowa 
52240. 

Adrian extends an invitation to all I A S members to visit with him and his 
crew. 

************* 

The N/East Chapter and Luther College have made plans for a joint dig in the 
Decorah area this summer. For complete plans on this, you should write to: 
Clark Mallum, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa 52101. I A S members welcome. 

While in the area, plan a trip to the Effigy Mounds National Monument over by 
McGregor. 

************* 

Lincoln, Neb. Dr. Dale R'. Henning. Department of Anthropology, U. of Neb
raska, will head a summer school in a tour or archeological sites in Colorado, 
southwestern Oklahoma and other points West, for several weeks. This will in
clude a visit to the Mesa Verde National Park in Southwest Colorado. 

************* 

Wapello, Iowa On Sunday May 3rd, "Dick" Slattery, Davenport and your News
letter editor were taken on a tour of choice sites in Louisa and Des Moines 
counties in southeast Iowa, led by George Horton, Iowa City. The spring plow
ing was late this year and pickings were slim. However several nice specimens 
were found plus a new member for the Society. The writer found a most unusual 
piece in the form of a prismatic core knife, nearly 3 1/2 inches long. The high 
dorsal ridge is worn down in the middle of the piece, probably from use and 
honing ... Don 



************* 

SPECIAL NOTE 

On July 1st of the year 1970. 71 begins for the Society and all memberships that 
are not paid by then fqr the 70 .. 71 year are in arrears and should be sent in as 
soon as possible to Mrs. Thornton Check your dues now. 

The I .\ S Journal Volume 16 (whole) "Climatic Change and the Mill Creek Culture 
of Iowa" Part two. will be mailed out some time soon. 

HONOR ROLL 

New ::.\!embers: 

Active: Minton A. Allen Wap ello , Iowa 

John L. Reese Dubuque. Iowa 

IOWA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OFFICE OF THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 
536 S. DAVIS ST. 
OTTUMWA, IOWA 52501 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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BULK RAT.Bl 
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PAID 
Permit No. 260 
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