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ANNUAL MEETING

The Ninth Annual Meeting of the Iowa Archeological Society was held
at Sanford Museum, Cherokee, Iowa, April 25-26, As we predicted, it
was a most enjoyable meeting with typical Cherokee hospitality in
evidence at every turn. More than seventy-five people attended and
all seemed to be enjoying themselves, Visits were made to the Simon-
sen Site at Ouimby on Saturday and Sunday. The Trustees had their
meeting Saturday evening and accomplished a great deal of business

in the longest, and most enjoyable, Trustees meeting in our history.
Some of the Iowa City contingent took advantage of the trip to Chero-
kee and visited the Wittrock Site where two stratigraphic test pits
were excavated and a much needed surface collection was obtained,

The report of the excavation appears later in this Newsletter. A
number of members brought some of their collections to the meetings
and these were exhibited in the museum., We were also fortunate in
seeing the first stages of a new exhibit on the Indians of Iowa
being installed in the museum, From what we saw, it will be a fine
exhibit and all members are urged to view it if they possibly can.

The principal speaker, Dr, George Agogino, Acting Director of the
W.H.Over Museum, University of South Dakota, presented an interest-
ing commentary on the status of early man studies in the Great Plains
The reports on regional archaeological activities covering the north-
west, southwest, central, eastern, and northeastern parts of Iowa
were interesting. We do not realize how much archaeological activity
takes place in the state until we hear a serles of reports like these.
As Editor, we can only hope that such reports will be available for
inclusion in the Journal.
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Mre Jim Pilgrim presided at the business meeting and we owe him a
vote of thanks for the well-planed and smoothly operated meeting. A
slate of candidates was proposed by the nominating committee and
voted into office, There were no nominations from the floor, Our
new officers are:

President, Paul Kline of Vinton, Iowa, Paul is Game Blologist
for the State Conservation Commission, He has an advantage over
most of us as his work takes him over a large part of the state
and he has the opportunity to spend many week-ends and evenings
visiting sites and inspecting collections., As president it will b«
Paul's job to further the aims of the Society, obtain publicity,
and plan the next annual meeting,

Vice-President, George Miller of Davenport, Iowa, Like Paul
Kline, George has had a long continued interest in archaeology and
has done a good deal of collecting along the Mississippil River., He
teaches general science in the Davenport Junior High~School and his
interest in archaecology caused him to sign up for credit on the SU
Summer Session dig at Toolesboro last summer,

Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, Ruth Thornton of Storm Lake, Iowa,
After long and faithful service, Frank Frankforter has turned over
his duties as secretary-treasurer to Mrs, Thornton, Mrs., Thornton
1s a housewife who has served as secretary-treasurer of the North-
west Chapter. She and her husband are active amateur archacolo=-
gists and their son and daughter have also acquired archaeological
interests.

Editor, Reynold J, Ruppe of Iowa City. Desplte the trails and
tribulations resulting from the lack of cnough material to keep th
publications on time, his offer to the nominating committee to re=-
sign was met with a certain coolness, and he continues as Editor,

Trustees, R. J, Ruppe and W, D, Frankforter, Both these mcn
were re-elected to serve for another three years. (The other Trus-
tees of the Society are: A.,K.,Fisher, Iowa City; Joe Beals, Cheroke
R.W.Breckenridge, Ames; and D.D.Davis, Glcnwood.)

Other business accomplished will meet, we are sure, with whole-heart
ed support from the members, It was decided to reduce the annual
dues for active members and student members to $2.00 annually, effecc
tive July 1, 1959, We are certain that this ruling will prove popu-
lar but it must be emphasised, reiterated, and underlined that we
will need MORE MEMBERS to finance our publications, We will need
approximately 200 members to break even, Coupled with the reduced
dues 1s a new publication policy in which the Newsletter and Journal
are combined and issued on a quarterly basis, Starting July 1, tho
Journal, as the new publication will be called, will appear as an
8% by 11 inch publication. The old size Journal will disappear as
soon as the issues are brought up to date. For a short time now
members will receive a bonus of both old and ncew Journals,

While on the subject of the Journals, we are happy to report that
Volume 6 will be in the hands. of the printer when you read this News
letters It will be followed in a short time by Volume 7, We hope
to have Volume 8 in the hands of the members by fall at the latest.

We are excited about the possibilities of the new publication plane
All members must bear in mind, however, that unless our membership
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Increcases significantly, we cannot afford to bring our Journals up to
date and still continue to issue new Journals, Plecase remember that
our publication is the major benefit derived from membership in the
Iowa Archeologicel Society., It is the only way that we can all learr
about archacological activities in Jowa, If each momber obtalns ever
one ncw mcember our financial position will be assured, We are not a
profit making organization, and need very little moncy cxcept to
finance our publications,

ARCEAEOLOGY AT SUT

Plans for a Summer Session dig are in the final stage, We have de-
cidcd to complete our rescarch on the Mill Creck culture and will
excavate at some of the later Hill Creck sites, Our plansfor the
proposed invostigation are the excavation of houses at more than one
of the sites, to makec stratigraphic tests at several of thc sites,
and to complete the survey of all the sites in the !Mill Creek culturc
that have not yet been mapped,.

One of the studcnts in the laboratory, Mr., Carroll Zuber, rccently
found a concentration of carly Woodland material in Iowa County. Thc
find is extromely important as it gives us evidence of a purc Barly
Woodland site, and a valuable association of matcrial. Among the
ertifacts found are large side notchcd blades, a two holed gorget,
five celts, and an atlatl weight, Thec atlatl wecight and gorget arc
1llustrated below., We will have a more complote rcport as soon as
the material has becen analyzed., Mr. Zubor has also found another
sitc which produced scveral varietics of Early Voodland pottery in-
cluding Marion Thick and Sistcr Crccks Punctate but no later types,
Unfortunatcly there was only onc non-diagnostic projecctile point
associated with the sherds,
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS

Northwest Towa
W, Do Frankforter

Winter may not seem the best time of year for field trips in northecrr
Iowa but when a sunny and relatively calm day presents itself the cx-
ploring instinct gets the upper hand and anything can happen. At ou:
Northwest Chapter meoeting in January, a talk on early Indian culbture:
in the Southwest by Dr. George Agogino, Acting Dircctor of the W,H,
Over Museum, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, turncd our
thoughts toward Turin, Iowa, where human skelctons were found in 195!
It had beon reportcd by two of our Chapter members that now exposurct
were being made thore as a rasult of a major carth-removal ppojcct
to obtain fill for levec work along the lowcr rcaches of the Little
Sioux River. The opportunity to sce the changlng reclationships of
gecologic deposits bencath the carth's surface is rarcely possible so
it was decided to visit the site in hopes of finding morc clucs to
the problem of tho geologic history of that vicinity. The field tri
was mado by Earl Browstcr, Joe Beals, and W, D, Frankfortecr,

Tho hill at Turin which divides thc Maple and Little Sioux valleys at
they join thos llissouri is at the end of a long ridge which broadens
and flattens, rising to the northecast, until it mecrges with the dis-
sected tablecland cast of Cherokee, The south side of the hill at
Turin 1s bcing sliced away by bull-dozers, revcaling layers of carth
which havc not secn the light of day for thousands of years., We
spent most of one afternoon studying, photographing, and making notor
on the deposits in the ncw cxpositire,

The till deposit which overlies the sand and gravel in the Turin pit
is clcarly secn in the west half of the new cexposure, Here, also, i
lics above a sand which is obviously a continuation of the samc depo-
sit cxposed a fow yards north in the pite Thec till is in contact
latcrally, with buff loess about the middle of the cxposurc and tho
locss appears to extend downward to a considcerable depth below the
basc of the till, Since the exposurc had slumped, it was not possi-
ble to dotermine whether gravels were prosent under the loess,

In the proccss of studying these deposits cvidence of an anciont soi.
in the locss morc than twonty-five fecet below today's surfacc was
found and a fow bits of charcoal werc collected from it., The zone
which may be a soil is underlain by a dark red zone of clayey sedi=-
ment which appcars to have washed into place since it makcs sharp
contact above and bclow with the locss and at tho till contact slopc
abruptly up to it., This horizon as viewcd at right angles to the ox-
posure is virtually horizontal (cast-west), but cross-scctioning ro-
vcals that it dips southward at an anglc of approximately forty -tive
degroes., Whethor or not this zone has any rclationships to the bur-
icd soil above the lcvel of the human remains is unknown at present,
Howcver, any cvidence which may lead to a better intcrpretation of
the geologic deposits at the sitc will be of valuce

When charcoal is found, as at Turin, the quecstion always comes to
mind, "Was the fire man-madc or accidental?" As is woll known to
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students of archacology, charcoal, through tests which rcvcal tho
prccent of radicactive carbon rcmaining in it, can now bc made to
revecal the sccrct of its agec. Therciorc, we save all such matcrial
which may have some bearing on the dating of the carth's coveringe

Scicntists intcrested in the age of the carth and thc culturcs of
Man have bccome cextrcemely cautious about destroying any ovidcnce
which might somc duy be a key to tho information they sccks A few
ycors ago wood and charcoal in geologic scdiments and archacological
sitcs were scldom saved unless the pieces wore large cnough to mako
wood identification possiblc., Today, the smallcst of carbon flakes
which can bec scparatcd from thoe surrounding matrix arc saved,

Now, a mcthod of dating burncd rocks and clay is becing decvclopcd by
Dr, Gecorge C, Kennedy at the Instituto of Gecophysics, University of
California, Los Angcslcs., This process, not yct cxplained, is belicv-
cd to bc uscful for dating such objeccts if they werc heated some timo
botwoon two and scven thousand ycars ago. If this mcthod proves suc=-
cessful, it would bec a trcmendous boon to archacologists who could
submit picces of pottery from sitecs and thus have an accuratc mcthod
of cstablishing a chronological scquence of culturcs. Locally, this
would mcan wc could moro accuratcly date tho occupation pcriods of
prchistoric groups and add to our knowlcdgc of thc past.

Ccntral Iowa
Re W, Brockenridge

On May 2, S. Angstrom and R, W, Brockonridgo of Iowa Statc Collcge
went to a sitc ncar the conflucnce of tho Boone and Des lMoines Rivers
whore a farmecr had rcportcd having turncd up bones with his plow,

Tho spot was on tho vory summit of a small but sharp glacial mound,

A fow bonc fragmonts worc found on the surfacc. Raking down a fow
inchcs rcvecaled the prescnce of morc bones in a limitcd arca, and by
carcfully digging down a fcw morc inchcs a compact mass of human
boncs werc found. They occupicd an arca roughly four fcet by five
fcect and they were just below the plowlinece They rcstcd on a subsoil
of dlay and small gravcl. As ncarly as could bs dotcrmincd, thorc
were eloven skulls, Most of thesc weore crushed out of shapc. Tho
teccth indicatecd adults and possibly onc child. The tccth of tho
adults werc badly worn as if by much chewing of food containing grit,
No vecrtcbrae nor finger nor tooc bones were found. Nonc of the bonos
werc articulated and many wore brokcn. Therce worc no ornamcnts of
any kind. No fragmcnts whatsocver of hair or gristlc wore precscnt,
Lpparcntly this was a bundlc burial of boncs collccted after cxpo-
surc to scavenging birds and animals, Whilc tho oxcavating work was
in progrcss, two buzzards sailcd by, far overhcad, lcnding strcngth
to the guess, Clam shc¢ll fragments wore found mixed with the bonecs,
These may have becen uscd as grave digging tools,

Picces of bone are being submitted with this rcport. They may bo
uscful as a basis on which to cstimatc whether they are thosc of
Woodland pcople or morc modorn Indians. Woodland village sitcs aro
ncar by, In latcr times thc occupancy of this rcgion was in disputo
between the Sioux and the Sacs and Fox.
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A large gravel pit is being dovelopod north of Ames ncar the Skunk
River., Dr, Charles Gwynno of the Geology Department at Iowa State
College suggestcd to the operators that they watch for any unusual
bones that might be brought up by the cexcavating machinery., Rc-
cently tho huge lcg bone of a mammoth or mastadon was turncd up., It
will be put on display at Veishea, which is tho annual collegc oxpo-
sition on May 7, 8, and 9,

Northcentral Iowa

Mr. Ole Fjetland of Humboldt has found an intorcesting ground slato
spcar hcad which is illustrated below, This was found ncar Goodell
in Hancock County. Tho piecoc was carcfully ground to shapc but the
grinding marks show and it was never polished, Sharp cdgcs have bceor
dulled through usc. Wc are somewhat puzzled by this artifact which
is oxtreomely rarc in Iowa. Ground slatc knives arc found in the
Archaic culturos of northoastern North America, and the Dorset cultur
of the Eskimo arca,

e— . T e e e T

actual size

Northcast Iowa

Dr, H, P, Ficld writes us of furthcr excavation on Oncota burials in
Allamakce County along Boar Creck, A fcw wecks ago, Mrs. Ficld was
in Iowa City and brought to the lab two skeletons which Dr, Ficld
had cxcavated from an croding bank about two milces east of thc large
burial arca whcere so many skclectons werc uncovercd last fall, On
May 3, Robcrt Brower, a college student from Gaincs, Iowa, found and
excavated with the assistance of Dr, Ficld and George Kjome, anothor
Oncota burial a few fcct from thc others found last fall at 13AM43,
Dr. Field writcs: "Some of tho artifacts are rather intcresting...
cspeclally the stcel tradec objecct which actually has a bit of wood
adhcring to onc end - cvidently what is left of a handlec, Thec skelc-
ton was complctely articulated, buriecd about threce fect below the
surfacc.es The stcel implemcnt was near the hoad; a coppecr bracc=-
lot was on the right arm near the wrist; and beads werc ncar the
wrists, Thecre was cvidencce of matting undcrnecath tho skcleton,”

Mr, Browcr has prcscnted the skclecton to the laboratory, and has

lent the artifacts to us for furthcr study., Wec are slowly emmassing
details on Oncota burial practiccs, ornamentation, use of tradc ob-
jects, general artifacts, and physical typc, none of which has boon
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recorded before., Darrcll Henning, with the aid of Gavin Sampson,

has writtcen a rcport for us on the artifacts from 13AM43 which arc

in Mr. Sampson's collgcction. With the coopoeration which we have boor
rccciving from collcctors in northecast Towa, we will soon have
cnough information for a valuablc and intcresting monograph or
Journal,

WEEK-END EXCAVATION AT THE WITTROCK SITE, 130B4
Richard E. Flandcrs

During thc wcck=-cnd of the mectings of the Iowa Archaological Socict
April 25«26, a tcam of studcents from the State University of Iowa
carricd out a limitced amount of tost excavation on the Wittrock Sitc,
130B4, ncrtiicast of Sutherland, ILowa., The tcam consistcd of Hester
Davis, Tyler Marshall, Richard Flanders, and Ada Stofflct, and was
ably assisted by HMr, Earl Brewster of Sheldon, Iowa,

Tho Wittrock Site is situated in NEL,NE%,Scc.ll, T94N, R39W on tho
cast bank of Watorman Crecke The site is surroundecd by a rcctangu-
lar ditch, possibly thce rcmains of a stockads or decfensive structure
of somc kind, and scveral depressions con be scen within the stock=-
adc which may have becn the locations of houscs or other buildingse
The adjacent ficlds arc cultivatcd to within about 60 feet of the
ditch and thc southwest cornecr of the ditch is cut by the crcck bank,

Two five foot squarc test pits were opcecned and cxecavated to cultur-
ally sterilc soil., Onec pit was located in the centeor of onc of the
depressions in the northecast corncr of the sitc and yiclded very
little matoerial, finally onding at about 20 inches below ground level
in hard, gravel-fillcd sand, The other pit in tho middle of the site
ncar tho cast wall, cxhibited a lcns of sand at about the samec dis-
tancs below ground lovel undcr which no morc cultural matcrial was
found- The rclatively shallow dopth of the site and scarcity of
cultural material in comparison to other M1ll Crecck sitecs, as well

as the well-dcefinced featurcs on tho surfacc of the sitc, tend to
support the contention that the site represcnts a single, fairly
short occupation, A good surfacc colloction was taken from the ad-
jacent ficlds (which, incidently, yiclded the bulk of matcricls from
the arca) and cvidence was found of houscs close to the "stockado"

in the form of piccus of fircd clay daub, prcsumably from housc walls

There was an unusual amount of stonc presont in the cxcavated pits,
a large percentage of which was limonitc (yollow ochre) in the foim
of unworked concrctions, Iour well-uscd milling stoncs were found
on the surface of tho sitc and threc triangular Mississipplan pro-
joetile points werc uncovorcd in the coursc of oxcavation. The pits
vioclded somc bonc fragments which included a fow bonces of small
mammals plus scvcral large piccos of what appcar to bc bison long
boncs and part of a bison scapula,

The ceramic contont of tho pits and surface collcction consisted of
21 rim sherds and 497 body sherds and scems to point to a fairly



latc datc as far as 1fil1l Crock chronology is conccrncde Thero was a
large percentage of inciscd pottery as comparcd to plain, a late
fcaturc, and the pcrcontage distributions of typcs corrclates fairly
wcll with tho upper lcvels of the Phipps Sitc and with tho other lat
surfacc collections (notably Braunschwoig, 130B2, and Watcrman Cross-
ing, 130B3), FIour of the scven Chamberlain Warc sherds arc late var-
iations found also at thc abovc-montioned sitcs (Fige 1, a, b.) Two
otheor late forms werc a Chamberlain rim decoratcd with single cord-
wrappcd stick impressions and a Mitchcll Modificd Lip without tho
usual lip punctatos, (Fige 1, c.) The pottory classification uscd
herc is from A Study of Mill Crcck Ccramics, hy John C. Ives, (MA
thosis, Statec University of Iowa, 1956),

It is hopecd that morc oxtcnsive cxcavation at Wittrock during the
spring and summcr will clarify thec somcwhat hazy picturc of rclation-
ships of thec sitc with other Mill Creck manifcstations, bascd as it
is on a rather limited samplc, Thec shallow acnth of the sitc should
make possible a much more cxtensive uncovering of arca (including
housc pattcrns) than has bocen possiblce at other Mill Crock sitcse

Chamberlain Mitchell

Fig., 1
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BOOK REVIEW

Stirling, Matthow W, Indians of thc Amcricas, Washington, D.C.,
National Goographic Socicty, 1959, 3rd printing. 432p. $7¢506

This book, in its third printing, is a roprint of somec articles on
American Indians which have appearcd in past issucs of tho National
Goographic Magazinc, plus some accounts of anthropological oxpcdi-
tions, many of which worc co-sponsored by tho National Gecographic
Socioty, Thc most outstanding fecaturc of the book is the cxccllont
art work by W.L. Kihn and H,M, Herget, and thc many full-color rc=-
productions arc wecll worth the price of tho book alonc.

Indians of the Amcricas.is divided into thrcc scections; Indians of
North Amorica, Ancicnt Lifc in the New World, and Indians Today, from
Amazon to Arctic. The first scotion begins with a bricf historical
sketch of first contacts in thc Eastern Unitced States and includes
"thumbnail skctches™ of the way of lifc of the major culturo arcas
of North Amorica. Kihn's illustrations arc bascd on both archacolo=-
gical materials and octhnographic accounts and arc augmented by photo=-
graphs of archacological artifacts and of prosent day inhabitantse
The sccond scction decals with the advanced civilizations of Central
and South .\mcrica. Horget'!s art work is bascd on actual rcprescn-
tations of the prchistoric peoplecs from sculpturc and paintings rc-
covercd in the coursc of cxcavations, This scction also contains
cxccllent photographs of thc ma jor excavatcd sites and artifacts
found associated with them as well as a scrics of maps locating tho
arcas of major influcncc, The third scction deals with thc prcsonte
day descondants of thoe original inhabitants of North, Central, and
South Amcrica, Espccially good arc thco articles on the Indians of
tho tropical rain forcests in South America by Clifford Evans and
Botty Meggors, and thc account of an Eskimo whalc hunt by Froelich
Ge Raincye The articlc on contemporary Indian painters includcs
some oxamplcs of this Mpurce Amcrican" art form,

This volumc would mekc an oxcecllont addition to thc amatour's library
as a rcference for anyonc with an interest in North and Central
Amcrican prchistory and cthnography., The art work placcs into con-
text and brings to lifc much material that is all too often dcalt
with in isolation from thc way of lifc of which it was an imporbant
parte

Richard E, Flanders
Graduate Assistant
State University of Iowa
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