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ARCHAEOLOGY AT SUI

Our new laboratory is finished and the increased working space is

a delightful sensation, We now have enough room to handle ten
students with space 1left over for our own research., The new
storage space has made for inuch more efficient orgenization of the
material. As soon as we can sort the Mill Creek materisl from

1955 and 1956, we can give Sanford Museum its half of the materlal,
That will free more svece and we should be able to operate for a
number of yesars on the existing storarse space, We also have space
to store our large display panels for the first time; but stored in
such a way that they can still be seen by persons visiting the labe.

Several of us at SUI have attended meetings of archaeological
interecst. The annual meeting of the American Anthrorologiczal Assoce
lation was held in Washington. D, C,, at the end of November and
nine students and facully menbters abttended, The program was varied
and everyone managed to attend che session in which he was most
interested, One session of particular intsrcst was a program de-
voted to the role of archaeology in historical research.

The annual Plains Conference was held et Linccln, Nebraska the
following week and again a number of uc were in attendence., Papers
were presented by several members of the Iowa Archaeologiczal Society,
Gene Tugle geve a paper on the Fcur B.ars site in South Diakota,

end Dale Henning gave & paper on his selvage archaeology project

for the Unlversity of Missouri, in Misscuri. Of interest to Iowans
we.s a report by Dr. Goorge Agcgino on the research he carried out
with W, D. Frankforter at the Simonson site near Quimby, Iowa,

Early in Januvary the ©ditor attended the annual meeting of the
Committee for the Recovery of Archaeological Remains et Washington,
D.Coe The work of the Committee consists of advisory action to the



National Park Serviee and the Smithsonian Institution on matters
concerned with salvage archaeology. Over the years, the Committee
has been responsible for the establishment of federal support for
archaeological salvage in areas where dams are being built and
other government construction is taking place. We are concerned
this year with the future of archaeological salvage programs bee
cause of the economy drive in Congress, We are faced with a serious
curtailment of operations unless some of the budget cuts are re-
storeds We are concerned about the possibility of losing some of
the personnel of the Smithsonian Institution'!s River Basins Survey
due to the cuts. In addition, there is a distinct possibility that
funds to cooperating institutions (universities and museums in the
Middle West) may be cut, Interested persons are urged to contact
their federal Congressmen and make known their attitudes on this
matter, On the credit side, the meeting highlighted the very real
contribution that has been made by the salvage archaeology program
to our knowledge of Middle West archaeologye.

NEWS FROM MEMBERS !

Up to the end of January, with one exception, we had not received
any news from members concerning their activities, That exception
is the very fine article written by D, D, Davis concerning his
excavation, along with his friends, of a site in Mills County. That
article is published in this Newsletter. In addition, D, D. en=
closed a large and detailed map of site locations in Mills County,
We are eternally grateful for this cooperation, and information,

We hope that his report will stimulate other members to report on
their activities,

The first article in this Newsletter is a brief sketch of the ex-
periences of Adrian Anderson in Yucatan, written by Hester Davis,
our Research Associate at the University, from letters Adrain has
written to us, When he returns, we plan to coerce him into wrltlng
an article of his experiences at Dzibilchaltun, _

The second article is a brief statement by another member, Mr,
Richard Flanders, concerning the research he did on Mill Creek
ceramics for his masters degree at SUI,

Reynold J, Ruppe
Editor



ARCHAEOLOGY CAN BE ]‘ UI\/
Hester A, Davis

The Septcmber Newsletter made note of the fact that Adrian Anderson,
a graduate studont herc at SUI, was about to embark on six months
field work in Yucatan with the Middle American Rescarch Institute

of Tulane University., Adrian and his wife, Barbara, left for Merida,
Yucatan, ebout the first of October and sincc thoen we have been
gotting reports about Middle American archaeology which make us

very envious, A National Geographic articlec in January (1959) shows
colored pictures of the site at which Adrian is working - Dzibil-
chaltun, Looking at these pictures whilc tho blizzards raged outside
our windows, made us even more envious,

Dzibilchaltun may well be the largest site in the New World - « =
imagine for yourself thc change for Adrian from working in the Glen-
wood area where he would find post molds, broken pots, and a few
hundred artifacts, to working at a sitc measured in MILES, with
literally hundreds of buildings and temples covered by the jungle;
burials with Mayan pottery, and stclae (large carvcd stone pillars),
It is cnough to turn a poor midwest archacologist!s hcad,

Adrian, who has spont many a hot summer day diggirmg cacho pits or
sterile trenches, now is in charge of a small crow of Mayan laborers,
who grcet him each morning with "™Bucnos dias, Patron." They do the
digging whilec Adrian takes notes, at lcast that is how he describes
ite These men have had expericnce diggirgin ruins beforo, and when
they talk to each othcer in their native Mayan language, Adrian is
sure they are telling cach other that this red=bcardcd Amcrican
doesn'!t really know what he is doinge. But Adrian knows, for he says,
"lThe same ficld technigues uscful in Iowa arc applicablc here, with
only a littlc variation."

Barb, too, is involved with work at thc site, Being an artist, sho
had hoped to do a lot of skctching in Merida., Much to hor distress
she found that the people were intcrostcd in what she was sketching
and wanted to talk to hcr about it, and shc could not undcrstand
thcir Spanish. Now she is learning thc gentle art of photography
from the National Geographic photographcr who is with thec crcw,

But, in addition to the work (which begins by getting up at 4:30 am)
Barb and Adrian will rcturn in May with grceat stories to tell., They
have secn a genuine Mexican bull fight; have visited most of tho
large and famous Mayan sitesj; Adrian has gone diving with an aogua-
lung in the ccnote (a large, wator-filled sinkhole in the limestone)
at the sitec; they slecp in hammocks in their small Mayan house, and
have a part-timc maidj and they are both learning to play the guitare
But Adrian is true to his home land, for he ends onc of his last
lctters, saying: "Classical archaeology or not, I still likec the idea
of doing good olde~fashioncd dirt-~archacologye. You can get the
archacologist out of the dirt, but you can't get the dirt out of the
archacologist I" _
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SITE O=32=5
Donald De Davis

Site 0~32-5 is a singlc unit pit housc locatcd on a terrace on a
side hill which overlooks the Missouri River bottom-lands in south-
westorn Mills Countyes Morec prociscly, it is located in the NE% of
the SWi in Scce 32, Oak Township, Thc house was built on a natural
torracc about 35 feet above the Missouri River flood plaine The
rivcr at that time probably ran closcr to thec Iowa side of the bluf:
Fish and clam werc apparcntly abundant, as hugc quantities of shell
and fish bonc werc found in pits under tho floor lcvel,

The pit housc was excavated in Junc, July, and August on Sundays anc
holidays by N, W, Gamble, Roy Hammcr, Paul Rowec, Dallas DlNoorc,
Leonard Kullbom, and D, D, Davis, Tho site¢ was visited by W. D,
Frankforter and Earl Browstcr of Chcrokce.

Thc house 1s rectangular in shapc with the cntrancc to the South.
From East to West the housc is twenty cight fect widce The North-
South dimensions arc unknown duc to the crosion of the terrace, The
floor level at the back sidec (north) of the house is five feot decp
from ground lcvel and complctcly runs out of the ground on the Soutl
sidce Post molds arec not too clear around the walls although they
arc prescnt. Two possiblc center posts werc found; both contained
pit matcrial, but they had cvidencc of burncd posts in theme There
worc four small cache pits in the house. They woere straight sided,
from twelve to cighteen inches deep and from cight to fourtecn inch
widce There werc three larger pits in threc corners of the housc.

The pit in the northwest quartcr of the housc was the largest and
deepest, being four fect decp and thirty-seven inches acreoss at the
opcning, It was also straight sided, as werc all other pits in tho
house, Thils pit also containecd tho most artifacts, ineluding stonc
points and knives, five bone nccdles, and two antler projcctile
points (Fig. 1, A and B) which havec boen drilled out at thc basal
end with a conc-~shaped projcction on the samc cnd with a holc drile
led in it, possibly for haftinge A few charred corn kernels and a
fish scalc which had bcen rubbcd and polished were also found in
the pite.

Scveral broken bone shaft wrenches were found in this section of the
housce, Scveral dccr scapulac, onc with a holc drilled in thc bit
cnd camc from the northwest corncr, Much bone work was in this
corncr. VWhere artifacts werc found along the floor of the housc,
they were in groups as if they were left in placec by the ownecrs, It
is belicved the housc burncd, although no layecr of charrcd timber
was founde Two wholc and unbrokcn pots werc found in thec cxcavatio:
Both werc small; onc i1s an unusual cffigy, probably rceprcscnting a
duck (Fige 2), thc other is a plain pot with two lug handlecs., Both
arc about nine inchcs in circumfcrcncc,



Figo 2
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I should mcntion also the pottery boads or welghts which ovor thoy
might bc, Some are round and othcrs arc conc-shapcde, They aro
about onc-half inch thick and thc cone-shapcd spccimons arc one=half
inch long., Thero are also scveral nice shell pendants and shell
bcads. One large shell with a thunderbird cffigy car cd on it was
cxcavatecd by W, D. FPrankfortcr of Cherokco, In pit I in thc north-
west corner, a drilled calcite bcad was found along with a tcardrop-
shapcd shell pendant. A bone fishhook, onc and onc cighth inchecs
long, was found above the pit in the northwest corncr of thc housc,
and was associatcd with a bonc awl, fivec inches long, The bonc work
in this part of thc housc was very wecll preserved duc to the depth
of fill abovc it. Scveral large broken pots were found at about the
floor lecvel of thc housce A grcat varicty of design is scen in the
potse Somc are shcll tcmpercd with an Oncota-likc design which has
bcen found in the Kullbom village sitc a few miles North, Also
found werc the typical Glenwood typc pots and once pot which has
combed side dccoratione Among thc points found therc is a grcat
dcal of varicty, The majority are triangles; thcerc is the two sidec
notch point, thc threc notch triangle, and thc five notch Glcnwood
points, Onc Dalton point and two Woodland typc points werc found.
They were probably collectcd points as they do not belong to the
Glecnwood catagorye Onc drillcd toc bonc ornamcnt was also found
which is unusual in this typc of housc. Two buffalo scapulac wcro
found in pit III, Only onc fragment of a clay pipe was found in
this house, It 1is shell tcmpcrcd and of black pastc, No dosign

can bc determined from the sherd.s Onc small celt was found, This
is threc inches long with the bit ond polished,

Summary: The pcople who built this housc werc cvidently pcaccful
pccplece There is no sign of fortification around the housc. They
no doubt cnjoycd trading with pcoplc up and down thc river and the
pcople up the Tlattc River which cmptics into the Missouri River
just a few milecs South of the sitc, While some of the bonc work
scems unusual in this housc, it is probably individual as cach housc
contained somcthing just a little diffcrcent than another. As for
the timec period of this housc, it is probably safc to say that it
was occupicd about the samc timc as the Kullbom village to the
north, whecre thce University crew worked in 1957. The majority of
thc pottery is thc samc typc as in that sitce The curious thing is
thc abscncc of pipcs in this sitce They werc abundant at the Kull-
bom sitc; also the pits arc smallcr and morc shallow, Onc small
storage pit was found twonty-five fcct from the housc sitce It con-
taincd only a fcw rocks and clam sheclls, a fcw food boncs and onc
triangular point., Furthcr investigation will probably rcsult in
the finding of another housc ncarby, as the surfacc matcrial indi=-
catcs as much,
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CHRONOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS AT MILL CREEK
Richard E, Flandcrs

The archacological cntity known as ™ill Crcck™ has beon the rcci-
picnt of quite a large amount of attcntion and study during thc last
few ycars, Thc 1955 and 1956 Summcr Ficld Sessions from the State
University of Iowa, under the dircction of Profcssor R. J. Ruppd,
undcrtook to cxcavatc as complctely as possiblc onc of thc sitcs
includecd in this decsignationy, the Phipps Site, 13CK21l, ncar Chcrokce,
Iowa, Numcrous surfacc collcctions from othcr sites in Northwest
Iowa have bceen added to the matcrial from the Phipps Sitc and have
madc possiblc a more comprchensive view of Mill Crock. Ives! defi-
nitive thesis, A Study of Mill Crcck Ccramics (n.d,) was bascd on
analysis of 45,497 pottcry shcrds from thecsc sitcs.s A total of

more than 100,000 Mill Crcck sherds have bcen catalogucd and analyscd
up to thc prescent timc,

Because the large amounts of matcrial madc analysis by the visual
inspcection mecthod difficult, a tcchnique was sought which would rcn-
der interpretations of intcr-sitc and Intra-sitc rclationships
simpler and morc ob?octivc. "The techniguce scttled upon was the
Robinson techniguc (Robinson, 1951), thc rcsult of a problem poscd
to W S, Robinson, a sociological statistician, by G. W. Braincrd

of thc University of California, The tcchnique consists of a rela-
tively simplc mcthod of comparing archacological dcposits on tho
basis of tho similarity of pcrccecntage distributions of artifact
typcs and the arrangcement of thesc comparisons into a tablc which
purports to show chronological rclationships betwecen the depositse
Interpreotive technigues dcaling with the results of the chronological
ordo§ing arc proposcd by Brainord in a companion articlc (Brainard,
1951),

Recsults of the analysis of coramics from Ives' Little Sioux Phasc by
means of thec Robinson technique (Flandcrs, n.d.) showcd that the
sites under considcration sccemed to breoak into two "divisions,! an
carly and a latc, which corrcspondcd to the lowcr and upper portions
of thc Phipps Sitoce, The carly division included 13CK15 (the Browstor
Sitc), 130B3 (thc Waterman Crossing Site), and 13CKl (the Joncs Sitc)
The latc division included 130B2 (the Waterman Sitc), 13BV2 (the
Bultman Site), 13CK3 (thc Wcbb Akcrs Sitc), 130B7 (the Lang Sitec),
and probably 13BV1 (Chan-Ya=Ta) (Fige 3). It would sccm that therc
is some kind of gcnctic rclationship between carly sitcs along the
western Lille Sioux River and Mill Crcck, and the lator sitcs such
as tho Lang Sitc and thc Bultman Sitc on the castcern Little Sioux
River and along Waterman Crcck, Tho analytic techniquc mentioned
beforc is, of course, limited to rclationships among sitcs from
which we have matcerials, Thc nceccd now is for thorough surfacc
collcctions from other sites in the arca (particularly from Watcrman
Crock and tho castern Littlc Sioux) with tho objcctive of making
more complctc our picturc of the culturc history of Northwest Iowa,
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BOOK REVIEW

A _Short Introduction to Archacology, by V. Gordon Childc. Now York:
Tho Macmillan Company, 1958, $2.50.

This littlc book, printcd in England, is onc of tho last publication
of thc notcd British archacologist, In the "Man and Socicty" scrics
it is of intcrest to both the amatcur and tho profcssionaly Dr,
Childe, in simplc languagc but with thc usc of tcchnical archaco-
logical tcrms and concepts, outlincs the basic knowlcdge csscential
for the study of archacology, (Chapter 1, Archacology and History);
mcthods 6f classification and systcms of chronology (Chapter 2,
Classification; Chaptor 3, Archacological Sites and Their Strati-
graphy); mcans of rccognizing sitcs %Chaptor 4, Hints of tho Rccog=
nition of Monuments in the Ficld); and mcthods for intcrprotation
and rcconstruction of archacological data (Chaptcr 5, Intcrprcting
Archacological Data: Elcmentary Tcchnologys; Chapter 6, Intorprcting
Archacological Data: Complcting thc Bits.). All this is covercd
conciscly in 130 pages of text and a fcw illustrations.

A word of warning: this is a book by a British anthropologist and
docals almost cxclusivcly with British and Europcan archacology. No
mcention is madc of problems of Amcrican archacologye. Childec, for
cxamplc, dcscribes mecthods for rccognizing housc sitcs or burials
of Palcolithic or Ncolithic culturcs, Roman structurcs, and tho likc
which have no relcvancc to Amcrican archacologists, The two chaptcr
on the interprctation of archacological data howcver, arc of a moro
general character and will be of intcrcst and usc particularly to
amatcur archacologists, for Childc givecs somc basic descriptions of
mcthods of manufacturc of flint and stonc tools, mctal, and pottcry.
The cxamples giveon arc usually Europcan oricntcd, but the basic
principals dcsceribed arc the same as thosc usecd by Amcrican Indians
in the manufacturc of thecir artifacts,

Howecver, a number of other fcaturcs makc this book of thc utmost
valuce All tecchnical tecrms arc indcxed in the back of tho book,
and in thc tcxt are writtcn in italics for cach rcoforcncec. At tho
cnd of cach chaptcr is a short bibliography of books covecring tho
sub ject discusscd in that particular chaptcr,.

But over and abovc thesc points of intcrest, thc book will mako
fascinating rcading for thosc who arc acgquaintcd with problcms of
discovering and cxcavating sites in thc Middlec Wost, for it will
give insights into how a Europcan archacologist, traincd with
cssentially tho samec knowlcdge and using thc samec tcchniques of
cxcavation, gocs about his work of uncovcring past culturcs and
interproting human bchavior from thc remains which he finds,

Hester A. Davis
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