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During the fall semester we have had seven students working in the 
archaeology laboratory at SUI. Their projects consisted of wash• 
ing, analysing, and cataloguing the material collected during the 
summer session dig at Toolesboro. We had excavated more material 
than we realized la.st sumi�1er,, so that final analysis will probably 
not be completed until sometime in the spring semester. As the 
projects are completed, we hope to present brief reports in the 
Newsletter. One such report, that of Jim Scholtz on the pottery 
from the burial mound, is included in this issue. We are grateful 
to l\Iiss Bonnie Rasmussen for her excellent illustrations of the 
vessels. 

The semester started on a hectic and crowded note. We had serious 
storage problems and not enough space for the students to work. To 
our great delight, our pleas to the University administration for 
more space were answered, and we will be involved for the rest of 
the semester with workmen altering a new room next to our present 
quarters. 

In addition to the bustle of ordinary laboratory procedure, we 
installed an archaeological exhibit in the Student Union for the 
annual Homecoming Program. We thought the exhibit was a success 
and were very pleased at the number of people who viewed it with 
considerable interest. Of course, we had some potent competition 
in the satalite exhibit of Professor Van Allen. It did represent 
an interesting contrast between the very old and the very new. 

Visitors to the lab have included Mr. Paul Kline, the Conservation 
Officer-from Vinton, and Mr9 Orlendes Ross from Mt. Pleasant. 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

Our President, Jim Pilgrim from Clinton, writes that he is con­
tinuing his salvage operations at the Albany Mound group and has 
recovered part of another conch shell vessel. 
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Former President, Dr. H. P. Field of Deeorah, has written about � 
Oneota burial site that is reported upon later in this Newsletter. 

WEEKEND EXCAVATIONS DURING THE FALL OF 1958 

Hester A. Davis 

During the fall j the students in the archaeology laboratory course 
at the University were able to make three week-end field trips .. 
one to Allamakee County, and two to Louisa County. 

Oneota Burial site: 13AM43 

On the week•end of October 181 we were all pr epared to go down to 
Louisa County to dig at SaniRun, when a letter was received from 
Darrell Henning in Decorah. He reported that Mr. Jim Loy, Resident 
Engineer of the Highway Department had informed him that the week­
end would probably be our last opportunity to excavate the Oneota 
burials along the bluffs near Bear Creek . Road construction crews 
w0ro about to sqrape a.way more of the spurs of land on which some 
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18 burials had beon unearthed by the machinery and excavated by 
Robert Bray and local amateurs in September. We couldn't miss the 

opportunity. Wo telephoned Darrell Friday noon, send ing him scury­
ing around the countryside getting permission for us to dig the 
site, and f"t)r us to camp at an old barn near by. Late Friday after­
noon, five of us took off from Iowa City for Allamakee County. It 
was very dark and very cold when we met Darrell, Gavin Sampson� 
and George Kjome ( whom vie had kept waiting three hours l} at our 
rendezvous point . They escorted us to the old barn. The air was 
chilly, but after a hastily brewed cup of Bear Creek coffee , wo 
were ready to put our bed rolls on the hay and sleep. 

Saturday morning we - Dr. Ruppe, Charlie Keller, Jim Scholtz, Jim 
Anderson, and Hester Davis - started ex•avation in the area where 
the burials had previously been uncovered . We were soon augmented 
by the arrival from Iowa City of three mo�e students • John Vincent, 

1Pat Bryan, and Judy Glezen, Darrell Henning and a friend arrived 

1to help on Sunday1 and Gavin:sampson, George K jome, and Jim Loy 
1vi sited most of the week-end. Be fore Sunday was over we had many 
1visitors clamberin� up the steep slope to watch the excavations. 

I 
1The 18 burials previously excavated had a good deal of copper 
1material, trade goods, and Oneota pottery accompanying them. Dur-
1 ing the two days of this week-end, we uncovered 10 more burials, 
1throe of which were almost complete skeletons; the remaining seven 
1only partial. No pottery, stone or bone artifacts were uncovered. 
1A few blue glass trade beads were found, and one of the nearly 
1complete skeletons was found to be lying on some kind of a 11burtal 
1mat tt and ha.d a good many copper beads a.ssoci.ated with it. One 
1skeleton was that of a child. 
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Saturday afternoon Gavin Sampson took Dr., Ruppe to what turned out 
to bo an Oneota village s i to in tho same farmstead v1horo a crow of 
students from the University had camped last ye ar . Twelve cache 
pits had been uncovered by the earth moving machinory and six wore 

oxcava.ted duri ng tho weok-ond. There were small amounts of broken 
pottery and some stone and bone in the pits. 

Tho burials aro an extremely important addition to our knowledge of 
Oneota culture. In addition to tho information they yield as to 
mortuary practices, a study of tho s ke le tons thomsolves will give 
us some clues as to the physical appearance of those p e opl e who 
dovolopod the Oneota culture which flourished sometime between 1600 
and 1750, and which is found in Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Nebraska. 

By Sunday evening, after having worked almost until dark and packed 
the equipment into the cars, we thankful ly accepted Mrs. Bert 
Honning ' s invitation for sup p e r in Decorah. Mrs. Henning has had 
her house invaded by archaeology students on field trips before -
we are eternally sratoful for hor courage and gonorousityl 

Sand Run site: 13LA3 

On tho week-end of October 31-Nov. 2 a large group of students 
wont down to Louisa County to test a sito along tho banks of Lake 
Odessa at Sand Run. Carl Koltnor's unclo and aunt, Mrs. and Mrs. 
Guy Hardman, graciously offoro d us thoir cabin on the Lake for the 
wook-ond� It seomod luxurious to have a fire place, bods, electri­
city, and a real stove, when the last field trip we had slept in 
a bn.rno 

Early Man and Archaic points, and pottery had been found ovor a 
period of years eroding out of tho bank close to tho water's odgo 
at Sand Run., During tho summor we made a number of surface col­
lections thero� including somo "undorwqtor11 diving for pottery 
fra.gmc!'ltJo Five tost pi�s wore put dovm at int e rvals of nbout 
20-30 foot along tho odgo of tho water. Vory little mRto�ial was 
found . A few sherds and a few stono tools wore confined to tho 
upper-most l,3vols, Tho W9.ter level of the lake had bo o n raised 
for tho duck hunting season, and wator cove r e d much of tho boa.ch 
and excluded our going va ry doop with tho pits. It seems probable 
from the ovidonco of tho excavation that tho material along tho 
water's edge has all boon washed from tho bluffs and flood plain 
which are diroctly south of the lake a.t this point. 

It was a. chilly week-end, but good duck-hunting woo.thor. It was 
most enjoyable to havo the fireplace to oat popcorn by, but both 
mornings wo wore awakened by tho simultaneous roar of tho hunter's 
guns at six o'clock. By Sunday noon most of the pits wero down to 
tho water level. Don P arsons appeared with some points ho had 
picked up at a Hopewell sit e noar Kingston and this prompted us to 
go there for a surface survoy · in tho afternoon. Wo had collected 



from the site during the summer when it had boon planted in beans, 
but; now they ha.d boon harvested and the ground plowed. We spread 
out across tho fields and it was not long before thore was a loud 
shout of joy from Paul Hooks. Ho h�d found a. beautiful complete 
Hopowoll blade, his "Hopewellian baby" as ho fondly cn.lls it. 
(Fig. 1.) Other loss spectacular scrapers and broke n projectile 

points wore found. On tho basis of the collection that nftornoon, 
and the previous ones made by Don Parsons at tho site, it was 
decided to obtain permission to dig one or two of the low mounds 
which arc located in tho field. 

Kingston site: l3DM1 

(Actual size) 

Fig. 1 

During the following week with tho aid of Don Parsons, we obtained 
permission from Mrs. Albert Poisel, owner of the farm, to oxcavnte 
two of tho mounds in her field. On Nov. 6-8, eight students again 
invaded tho old school house in Toolesboro, using it as head­
quarters for tho wook-end digging at tho Kingston site. Tho school 
house looked empty, but it had boon used during elections tho week 
previously and the old pot-bolliod stovo worked beautifully. Wo 
had anticipated bGing cold, but as it turned out wo wore able to 
keep tho big room comfortably warm. With Jim Scholtzts trusty 
popcorn-popper, and an interesting demonstration of tho art of 
11wator witching1' by John Vincent, tho evening hours passed quickly. 

As Dr. Ruppe did not go with us for the week-end, this was Charlie 
Keller's dig, and ho and Jim Scholtz w0ro rrco-directors.n John 
Vincent accompanied thom to tho sito early Friday afternoon in 
order to got some of tho preliminary mapping done. The rest of us 
followed by supper time. 

Saturday morning, and a cold and windy one it was, wo put in a. 

tronch half way across tho largest of the mounds. Five squares 
woro opened in this trench: Squares A,B,and C wore dug to 36 inches 
in six inch lovols; Sguaro D to 30 inches; and Square H to 30 
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inches with a small s ection down to 42 inches . Another test pit 
was put down in ono of tho mounds north of tho main mound trenched; 
t��is pit was dug to tho 30 inch lovol below datum. Although none 
of those p its socmod to hit storilo soil, disappointingly little 
cultural material was found in any of them; just a. fow smo.11 pieces 
of pottery and a few stone tools. No evidence was found to indicate 
that those woro house mounds as we had anticipated. Wo found more 
artifacts on tho surface of tho field than in tho excavations. We 
had such high hopes of finding evidoncos of a Hopewell village that 
it was disappointing to have to fill in our tranches Sunday evening 
with so little material to s how for our work. 

FURTh""ER NOTES ON THE ONEOTA BURIALS 

After tho field trip to site 13AM43 reported by Miss Hcstor Davis, 
we r oco ivod a newspaper clipping from tho Public-Opinion newspaper 
in Decorah describing further finds at tho sito. Tho work was 
conducted by Robort Bray, National Park Sorvico Archaeologist, 
Darrel Henning, Dr. H.P. Fio ld , Mr. Gavin Sampson, Mr . Cliff Cha.so, 
all of Docoro.h, "l.nd Dr. 1.'Jarron Hayos of Waukon. Tho group dis .. 

covered fivo moro skolotons, four of which w0ro, as tho newspaper 
put it, "within inchosff of our test pits. Our usual luck was again 
apparent sinco tho group found a numbor of important artifacts 
associated with their burials. Among tho finds was an arrow shaft 
wronch made of a bison rib. According to Bob Bray, tho wrench is 
a now trait for tho Oneota culture . Tho group also found numbers 
of blue gla s s trade beads and copper beads. 

We have also re c o ivo d a lotter from Mr. Charles Ryan of Waukon who 
roportod finding a burial at 13AM43 which contained, in addition 
to a comp l o to skoleton, blue glass trade beads and copper beads, 
an iron knife with a fivo inch blade, a copper ring on ono finger, 
but no pottery or stone tools. 

We hope to be able to bring all of tho information on tho various 
burials togothor and publish it as one report either in tho Nows­
lottor or tho Journal. 

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON 13LA15, A MIDDLE WOODLAND BURIAL MOUND 

During tho 1958 summer field ses sion one of a group of four burial 
mounds was excavated on tho Smith farm at Toolosboro. Tho Soptom­
bor 1958 Nowslottor contains a briof introductory statement about 
tho mound and its contents. (Fi�o 2) Tho material rocovorod has 
boon sub joctod to ana.l'J '."'.is in tho labo!'·�tory and tho following is a 

brief description of the r"�sultn b-y �WCJ- s\:.n,:tor•.t-,..,,. i:n +-,;, .. �-.-:,,-::,�r-.:---0J c•r,;r 

lab a. t SUI. 
.. 
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r- . - -



-- 30'' -- firo pit 

o� 
G 

6.�' -----------. 

, 
• 13LA15 Burial Cnamber 

Fig. 2 

-6-

7,.., .b 

l 

v-1,2,3 
vessels 

©®® 
skulls 

J - human 
mandibles 



SUGGESTED MANNER OF MOUND CONSTRUCTION 

Adrian D. Anderson 

It is assumed that tho mound was constructed in tho following 
manner: First, tho sod and top-soil was stripped from a circular 
nroa approximately fifty foot in diamotor, until tho underlying 
yellow clay was roached. Tho cantral burial chamber, 7t foot long 
and 6� foot wide, was than excavated in tho cantor of this area. 
The chamber was oriented north and south. Tho pit was approximately 
twenty inches doop. Tho dead wore interred and throe small pottery 
vossols placed with them. A fire pit, thirty inches in diameter, 
vms dug at the north end of the burial chamber. There was a.n in­
dication that a leather bag, or some such container had been placed 
in the fire pit. If so, it had been filled with ash and buried in 
the ashes of the pit. 

The burial chamber was then filled and packed hard. The primary 
mound was then built by piling loads of clay �nd ash and packing 
them hard. This soil was so hard that it might have been "puddled," 
or put down when very wet, packed, and then allowed to bake in the 
sun. The secondary mound had been erected by piling another eigh� 
teen inches of common clay over the primary mound. 'rhis clay 
probably cnme from the land to the west of the mound. 

DESCRIPTION OF POTTERY VESSELS RECOVERED FROM BURIAL CHAMBER 
OF A MIDDLE WOODLAND BURIAL MOUND 

James A. Scholtz 

The three vessels described herein were recovered during the exca­
vation of a Middle Woodland buriail. mound. (13�Al5) during the 1958 
archaeological summer field session of the State University of Iowa. 
The vessels were found in association with the skeletal remains in 
the burial chamber and are regarded as grave offerings. Upon re­
construction each of the vessels was found to have been "killed" 
prior to deposition in the mound. The vessels were subsequently 
crushed in situ either purposely or through the pressure of the 
earth fille Tree roots further disturbed the position of these 
artifactual remains as the result of a large oak growing almost 
directly above the burial chambero 

Vessel #1. (Fig. 3) 

This vessel was placed just above (north) the left shoulder of the 
extended burial design�ted skeleton #2. Approximately one-fourth 
of the body was lost in the 11killing" process., The form of the 
vessel may be described by area as follows: beveled lip (inward), 
mildly flaring rim, semi-carinated shoulder, squat ovoid body, flat 
base-bottom. 

· 
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Dimensions: 
Height: 7.4 cm. 
Outside diameter at 

Thiclmess of paste 

lip • • • ••• ••• 

neck • • • • • • • • 

shoulder • • • •  

base • • • • • • • •  

at lip. :» • • • • •  

neck.,�" . . .. .  o 

shoulder,,.11• 
body e " • '· • •  � • 

base-bottom. 

10.'7 cm. 
9.9 cm. 

10.,7 cm. 
6.3 cm. 
5.5 w.m. ( at bottom 
4�5 mm. of bevel) 
5,.0 mm, 

5.0 mm .  

7.0 mm. 

This may be described as a broad, squat vessel, rather high-rimmed 
with a point of maximum constriction 2.8 cm. below the lip. 

Apla.stic inclusions include sand and fine gravel ranging up to 4 mm. 

in diameter. '11he surface both ins ide and out is pitted with smell 
pock.,,.marks as though crushed limestone had been utl"Uzed a s  a tem­
pering element and subsequently leached out., However� no li?nest:one 
was observed in fresh br�aks in the pottery nor wero ther0 eny open 
pockets in these breaks to indicate the originnl use of this medium� 

The paste was well smoo thed over the entire exte rior and as far down 
as the neck on the inside prior to firing3 Firing c l ouds are present 
inside and out but are rather faint for the most parto The color 
of the vessel is a. yellowish-brown while the c ore of the paste, 
flaky in texture , is a dark gray. 

A description of the decorat ive elements and their placement on this 
vessel follows: A shallow trailing line encircles the pot 11 mm. 

below the lip� Extending from this line to tho lip are fine verti­
cal dentate s tampings spaced 2.5 mm. a.pnrt around the rim., At the 
neck is another trailing line encircling the vessel. Bet�een these 
two incised lines on the rim are a continuous series of s:mp1e tool 
impress ions spaced 8.pproXir:1A. tely 1 cm., 1-1.pf,rt � 1J'he .'36 im�r"AS S lons 
appear in sets of two, one above the other i Rna were fo�wsd by 
pressing the tool into the wet paste at a very lcw rngle an1 trail� 
ing the tool off to the left,, From the neck on dnwr:. to J..;h0 b;:-,se 
(base not decorated) the vessel is entire:y covered wi�h curvilinea� 

de signs formed by broad shallow incised J..lnes, Th0 fieltl b0tween 
the;:::e incised lines is somet im e s left blank. r.ut more often filled 
wH,n d.cntate ste.:rr.p��.ng which has been applied in a ms.nner so the.t 
the dentate lines follow the curv�ture of the incised lin6So rhe 
only markings on the interior of the vessel are the fine horizontal 
striations caused by brushing to smooth the paste prior to firing. 

Vessel #2. (Fig. 4) 

This vessel was located just above ( north) of the skull of skeleton 
#3" The structual characteristic s of this vessel me.y be described 
as follows: flattened lip, midly flarin g rim, shoulder tending 
toward carinate form. As the base and two-thirds of the body are 
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missing their original shapes cannot be positively identified but 
the reconstructed oo�tion of the vessel would indicate an ovoid 
body and conoidal ba3o-·bottom. Dimensions: 

Height: 10a5 cm� (03timated) 
Outside diameter at lip,.d�•••on 7�6 cm� 

ne��-�-�o•o� 7c0 cm, 
sh'Y1.11acr,,,.,� 8"4t cm .. (osti.) 

Thickness of paste at :ip. " ' � """ 3�u rr·rr.'" 
neck� • G · • � o  4�G ��, 
shoulder� .. ., " 6 .. O DL.'11 .. 
body- , .. . . .. .  , � 6 .. o mm" 

This ves s el may be described as be in g rA.thAr 11:1.or.g·-noc.;1rnd 11 as the 
distance from the lip to tho point of ma.:d.nrt:.Ji1 1�.c.mi'3tcn· io 5,,5 cm" 
or slig:1tly more than h.'llf the estimated overo.l}. heighto 

T empering mat,3rial consists of sand and grit n.nd inc:ndes mica 
flakes., None of the observable temper pn.rticlos is largrir thr-i.n 
2 rrnno and the surface of the vessel both inside and out is well 
smoothed so that none of the a.plastic inclusions protrudeo Firing 
clouds are Present on both int erior and exterior and there is rudi­
mentary cra z ing on the inner surfacG as well. The core of the pasto 
is laminated and black in colore 

Decora tion appears as follows: Tho rim is decorated with fine 
dentate stamping ovor its entire exterior surface. This was done 
with a. cornb-like tool apparently, the lines of dentate stamping 
spaced one to three mm. apart, primarily on a left diagonal but 
with an occasional ri ght diagonal line c Dos s ing the others. At the 
neck (2.5 cm. below the lip) the vessel is encircled with a series 
of trail marks. These broad s hallow impressions wore formed by 
plac:tng the tool against the clay and trailing it (the tool) off to 
the left . The initial tool marks are spaced approximately 8 mm. 
apart. Nineteen mm• down the shoulder from the nock those same 
trailed impressions are repeated, again encircling the vessel. 
Between these two lines appear a series of "half-moonn outlines 
in shallow medium width incisions. The half-moons occur alternate .. 
ly with flat side against the neck line and the should0r line. 
These half-circles are filled with the same fine dentate stamping 
that occurs on the neck but applied in a random fashion. The body 
is decorated quite heavily from the shou l der line downward 4.8 cm. 
As no more than one-third of the body area is present, it is im­
pos s ible to determine whether or not there is a design pa ttern 
worked out around the circumferanco of the vessel. The design was 
probably asymrnetridS.l. Motivos present.are random geometric

-
figures 

including diamonds, triangles, and parollel lines formed by shallow 
trailin g with occasional spaces filled with dentato stamping. Tho 
body decoration is restricted at its lower limited by an incised 
lino encircling the pot. No decoration occurs on the interior 
surface of this vessel. 
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Vessel #3. (Fig. 5) 

This vessel was· pla.cod above the left shoulett-of skeleton #3, an 
extended burial, and was found in association with ve s se l #1. Al- 1 
though both were badly crushed and disturbed by tree roots , vessel 1 
#3 app arent ly had been plac ed within the other, larger pot.. Workman-1 
ship is relatively rude both in manufacture and de c orat i on when com- 1 
pared vli th tho other two vo ss els found in tho burial pit of this 
mound. This is a broad-mouthed pot with ouly a very mild curvature 
representing tho neck or point of mo.xin:u.>n constriction.. 'I1ho lip is 
flattened. The b ody is globular with a rounded ba.se··bottom. 

Dimensions: Height: 6.5 cm. 
Outside diame te r at lip • • • 0 • • • •• 6.1 cm. 

neck� ........ 5 .)9 cm .. 
shoulder . .. . ..  6,.4 cm� 

Thickness of pa.sto at lip� • •  ., " . "  3<t0 mmo 
nook . . .. � • •  " ., 5 -�o mm� 
shoulder., • •  � 8.,0 mm. 
body,. � r • l . .. " 7.,0 mm. 
baso-'oottom., 6,0 mm� 

I The temperini;c!, clement is grit, including mica flakes and has inclu-
1 sions ranging; as largG as 4 mm ,, in c1.ia.mo·t..er,. Tho temper protrudes 

on both innar a.Ed. onter surfr-i.�es maki:'.1.g tL.em rough both visually and 1 

tactually< Piring clo'.lds e.re present over tJ:13 0nt:Lre excorio:::> sur-
1 face and on tho interior of tho rim� Deccrqtion is rest�icted to 
1 the ext-;o:r�.cr C'f tho vessel although finG horizontal stri a t ions on 

the interior indicate brushing thoroo 

I A description of tho decoretivo elements and their area of appeer­
a.nr�e foJlows: From tho lip to tho ne0k (approximately 9 mm.,), i.e., 
the rim$ is a cont:tr..u.ous serios of oblique incised lines. These 
incisions are str�ir,ht, running from lower left to upper ri ght but 
vary from 30° to 60 ' from vortica.l and irr·ogula.rly sp aced from 1.5 1 
to 4o5 mm. apa.rto At tho neck is a broad shallow incised line en­
circling th0 vessel.; Betweon tho neck and tho top of the shoulder 
(approximately 13 mnlo) are eight sots of simple tool impressions 
equally spaced around the circumference of tho pot� Those impre­
ssions are in pairs, one above tho other,, but with the upper in­
dentations slightly offset to the right of the lowor. The marking 
tool was applied at an angle, the impressions trailing off shallowly 
to the lefto At tho top of tho shoulder is another broad shallow 
incised lino similar to tho one at tho neck. Tho decorative motives 
on the body of this vessel consist of four crude circles, 2�5 to 3cm. 
in diameter, formed by narrow incised lines and approximately equi­
distant ar�1nd tho pot� These circles ara l ocated j�st beneath the 
should er and contRin �rrogular cross-hatchings of roughly vortioal 
and horizontal narrow i .. ciscd linos. Tho paste is homogenous in 
texture but in firing both inner and oute r surfaces have changed 
to a yellowish-buff color while tho core of the paste is dark gray 
in color. 



Top view 

Side view 

Vessel #l 

Fig. 3 

d awing by Full s cale 
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Top view 

Side view 

Vessel #2 

Fig. 4 .. 

Full scale drawing by 
Bonnie Rasmusson, 3/59 
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Vossul #3 
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