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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Eighty Annual Meeting of the Iowa Archeological 
Society wo.s held at Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa, on Sunday, 
May 25, 1958. Fif ty-six members attended and a good time was 
had by all� 'l1he following were elected to office for the 
coming year: Jim Pilgrim, Clinton, Iowa. is our new President; 
P•J.ul Kline is Vice President; D.D. Davis and Joe Beals were 
elected Trustee for two years; and R.W. Br·eckenridge Trustee 
for one year. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 1958 UNIVERSITY DIG 

The fourth SUI Summer Session of archaeological excava
tion is now in progress at Toolesboro, Iowa. Fi fteen students, 
a cook and your editor as Director he.Ve established camp in 
a four--,room schoolhouse at Toolesboro. In addition to the SUI 
students we have one each from Grinnell College, Iowa State 
Te&chers College, and Wellesley College, Mass. The dig was 
financed by the Old Gold Development Fund, the fund-raising 
orge.nization of SUI alumnis. We are indebted to the Old Gold 
Fund for m aking this trip possible. 

The site we a.re excavating i s a Woodland village (13LA2) 
situated on the Earl Smith farm, on the bluff oveP.loo�ing the 
Iowa River, the Mississippi River, and Lake Odessa. I� was 
o::-igi.nnlly thought that it wns a Hopewell viJ.:!..age � ht·.� that 
asEir:mption is probably • ... ·Pong� We have uncover ad a } ate 
M-1.ddlo -'.Jo0dland level, an eaPly Midd.l G Woor�L.t.�1c1 level, and an 
Es.:rJy Woodland levol,, Artifacts are scri.rce, b11t whe.t we have 
recove:.�ed is highly interestinge1 Much oi' the Ecr�.y Wo�dland 
po7tu:iy is Marion Thick, the earliest pottery type in the 
M1C.dle -;Jest. 
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To date we have uncovered eighteen storage pits but they 
are free of bonG and contain very little material. No postmolds 
have been found, and most surprising, no fireryits have turned 
up. The site is undeniably a village but perhap 3 due to 
locntion on the edge of the bluff the tr ash was th�own down 
the slope. Most of the artifacts are stone toolr, some of which 
are illustrated in Figure 1. Pottery is not abur dant but 
enough has been found to assign tentutiva dates t� the mani
festc.tions. 

SURFACE COLLECTIONS 

To date we have lost half of ou� time in the field be
cause of rain. Most of the lnborr.:. to::-y woi--·k is completed but 
day aftGr day of scrubbing stone too· .a and pottery is tire
S:Jr.ie so we h ave been surface collect.'.ng at seve r r;l largo f'.nd 
impcrtant site s in tho area.. The ar1.:: fa e ts collc ctod have 
been intorE:.stlng and arc nn import ant a.ddj.tlon to our labora
tory study collection. 

13 DM l is an extonsi vo Hopew0ll village site ne:::.r King
ston in Des Moines County. There is a group of 34 burial 
mounds in the vicini ty and it is our ansurnption th11t tho 
mounds and site aro relutod. Except fer a lrrte eloss of 
Oneota artifacts, tho material is all a ss ign able �o the Middle 
Woodland Period. Potsherds arc moro scf".rce then pe would 
like but we have found enough rim sherds to assign the site 
to the Middle Woodlnnd. Stone tools ex'h.:, ai t a wide rnnge of 
types and stylos but this is expcctnblo for the Wc'Jdland 
horizon. 

13 LA l is a l�.rge Oneotr>. site in Louisa Count:"". Several 
days have been spent on the si to and the n\imber of c!'tif acts 
recovered is high. It conforms to the sta.n1ard rangG of eastern 
Oneota material {the Orr Focus) and is valutlblc for tho fact 
that our knowledge of this interesting lnto pre hist oric 
archaeological manife st ation is increased. 

13 LA 3 is tho most interesting of tho site s we have 
surveyed. It is located on tho shore of Lake Odessa and 
contains an enormous range of material. Stonq tools from the 
E arly and Middle Woodland Periods o.ro commong nnd pottery 
includes most of the typos l:mown in the Upper �ississippi 
Valley for tho Enrly and Middle Woodland P orioc ls. Thero are 
also a number of Ec.rly Men and Archaic Period I rojectilo 
points in tho cello ction but we arc not yet car t e.in of their 
provenience. 

13 LA 12 is a Hopewell site nenr Grandview, Iowa. A 
burial mound WRS bulldozed to level n field nnd a number of 
artifacts were recovered. Elsowhore in tho fi0ld the farmer 
found large numbers of Hopewell stone tools and pottery. Somo 
of tho objects nro illustrnt0d in Figures 2 and 3� Fi�uro 2 

2 



-3-

S:tl�- _,, _ , nxos found �·.n tho mound. 
Figure 3, a and b are hafted scrapors; and g is a plr.tform 

pipe. The plntform pipe is one of a p�ir of �l�ost identical 

pipes, both of which arc mado of n light groon-1�re-y stone. 

In ncdi tion to the surface collections ue h·:_'\0 made, a 

number of peoi;:ile ho.ve stopped by crunp to show u�· artlf nets 
they have colloc tod . Figure 3, c, d, o, end 1' ware colloctod 
frc.1m n re.rm near the north end of Lake Odcssn. Fig'L:.re 3,, f 
is somewhat unusual for Iowa but is proad thi1�.y from the 
Southwest to the Atlantic Coast. 
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Figure l 

Stone Tools From The Smith Site, 13 LA 2 
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Figure 2 
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Copper Celts From A Hopewell Mound, Site lJ LA 12 
(Full size) 
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Hafted Ser apers 
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Hopewell Platform Pipe 

Figure 3 

(All figures full size) 

8 

� . . , .. 

c. 

f. 


