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NU�vIBER 17 IOWA CITY, IOWA MARCH 1956 

The 13th Anhual Plains Conference w�s �eld �t t�e nntversity of Nebrask 
Lincoln, on Nov � ?,4-261 1955. Hembers of t'-,e i::"'w1=1. A.re eologi.cal Soci
ety who attended were our Secretqry-Treesurer, 'V. D. Frqn�forter, Cher
okee; Prof. David B. Stout, ant�ronolo�ist qt SUI: John Ives, Iowa 
City; Paul Rowe, Glenwood; Donald D. Davls, Glenwood; and your editor 
We had a fine time renewing old friendshins and learning at first hand 
about the field work conducted in the Plains region last summer. A re
port on the excavations at the Phipps Site ( Mill Creek } · was pre sented 
by me and a panel disc uss ion on the Turin find was conducted by Mr. 
Frankforter and and me. Joining us in the panel discussion were Dr. 
�Jarie Normington , Colorado Museum of Natural History; Dr. E. Mott 
Dav i s , University of Nebraska; and Dr. Franklin Fenanga, Museum (J)f the 
Nel::iraska State IIistorical Society. We discussed the find main1-y in te.rrr, 
of the �eolo�y of t�e site and did not report any new developments. 

T�e Turin f i.nd is extremely imcortant to American arc�aeology and geol
o�y b·�t n� definitive statements can be made at the present time. The 
age of the skeletons is still unknown and both Mr. Frankforter and I 
have been notified seoerately that bone is no lon�er considered an 
accurate substance for orocuring dates. This means t1at we iill probab
ly not be able to obtain any carbon 14 dates unless we are lucky enougY 
to find a fireplace with charcoal in it. T�is seems unlikely qnd we 



most likely will '1ave to contaht ourselves with a relative date obtain
ed by {$8 0lo qical means .from t.:re loess deposit. The region of Turin is 
not well known �eolo�ically Rrtd Mr0 Fr�nkforter has many months of stud 
a'iaacl of liim. 'rhe bones must be studied in detail and t'1is too will tak 
man y mont�s. The d i s cov ery exew�l:fies t�e fact t�at in qrc'•qeology, 
paleontolor;y and q;eolog;y thare 9.re many !Y!Ont'�s of' lq'v ,r g tory "'n-:ilysis 
and study involved for the short time one soends 1.n t�e �leld colle ct in 
t:1e material. 

One Tuesday last October, Dr. R. J. Ruone, Jt)'•n c. Ives, qnd �drian•· 
Anderson, all from t'� Dept. of Anthrofuol0gy, Stqte Universlty of Iowa, 
made an exc urs ion to Mt� Pleasant, Iowa at t�e inv l t ation of Lester 
(Dave) Foster,. There we were joined by Allen D. S'. .. ook, Orlendes Ross, 

Geor�e Cran�, and \. M. P atter son � After a brief consultation and a 
look at so�s potsherds , the party took to the field . 

Two sites were examined in Henry County. The forst, now 13HN-l, was 
situated on a hill adjacent to the flood pl a in of the Skunk rliver. The 
hillside had been �r�ded away but e vidence of a bori�inal occupation was 
found a':lout '1qlfway up t�1e slooe,.. T�1e crew set up s if te rs and begsm a 
smal 1 te st 1YLt w�1ic�1 proved :>e lat i ve ly sterile as did s ubse quen t ta s ts• 
T'1e surfqce surv ey yielded flint chips, stone tools� sherds, clam shell 
B.nd r-:_re cracked rocks but none of these were in any abundance .. 

13HN-.2, better known as the Snake Den ;found Group, consists of some 
twenty mounds strun�"l; out alon� the crest of a ridge overlooking t'1e 
Li tt1e Ceda:!: :rtiver in Salem Towns'1ip. Some of the I!1ounds "'::•.ad been ri:rad
ed f let and R roadway cut t�rough a portion of the only lineqr mound 
in the �rr�p� A surface survey netted only a handful o� stone tools 
a�� she�ds �ut a considera�le nuantity of �lint c�lns. T'.e mounds which 
r211�i.n intgct are o! considerable interest to t�e archqeolo�ist qs they 
in•:_c:>.1·c R 1_)ossL)ility of findtnr:i: q 1Ionew11.:qn or �M.,,,edi...,t13l•r post ... 
nrY:f:liie1li::m v�.11aa;e site among t'"e mqny revnqiris �n t-'�e �ri�inlt'r. The 
m·'ur.us them3el ves 9 of course, Fi g'-,t Yield more t' nn ci 1 �-ttle inf ')rma t to 

Ou:i:· D8X'G rrovA was to Jefferson Countv where we �01md t:tme to ex !'l.111 ine 
t.'1:"."'s? si'ce3 .. lcJN-·l is aoni:trently " l�r".e vlll..,,�e si_te w'lic'1 stretc:·1es 
fr)� 8.::-;.rnt a mile alonp; t'--:.e east 1Jqnk of' t::-ie S1<:unk River. The si t e is 
ab01At ".1r_e fourth m ile wide. An abundi:i.nce of sherds, stone tools, mill
i:ig ��t0:18s, e tc �. hi:i.ve been found scattered ')·.er t:1e surface although 
coJ.Jec·;ors �ad done a good �ob before we arr .ved� One large vessel is 
reporc�d from t�is site, Our Party found enough evidence to s ati s fy 
our�el7es t�at we were on the site of an �a:!:"'ly to Midd�e �oodland 
v�l:qge with perh�ps some depth of deposit. A collection of s:�rds from 
thA ci�s previ ous l y picked up by the Mt� Pleasant members of our �roup 
an� d0�eted to the SoU.Io la ooratory only intensified our conclu s ions . 
No evidence of houses was found but such is normally the C3.se for 
Woodland village sites. If t�e houses were of a wickiup nature there 
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would be no de oressions or otheP indications on the surface and it 
would indeed be difficult to find pnst mold� in an excavation. 

1n t',e ad i'lcent towns'.iip rve examj_ne1 13JN ... 2 on the west bank of Walnut 
Cre .. k. A slim anount of

-
C'll tural ml?, teJ'.'5.2.l was picked up from t::1e sur

facs i nclud i ng � 2ew s�erds and pr0jectile poin ts � The site is mu ch 
smaller t' an JN-1 hut may also be a village site. 

Nearby on t:.1e east bank of \'ia.lnut Creek we visited l3JN ... 3, The site 
consists of a mound some five feet in elevat i o n set in the middle of 
what is now a large cornfield. We s n oured tho surface but found no t0ol 
or sherds'o Many stone s w�lich 8.re r;,eoloszically out of olace indicate 
the wo rk of man. The darkness admittedly d:Lmmgd our nroi'3ct a great 
deal. Cultura1 remains �ave been r��o�ted from the m0und. 

Al1 in all ourj unket was a succe ss �v�n tiough the ddy w�s not lon� 
enou gh o All four potterv bear1. g R�.te� were in t�e w�odl �nd tr�dition. 
T�e exact place�ent of bhe se s ltec ln t i�e erd a descrl�t•on of the� 
people w�10 once {n'1abi_ ted t''ef!1 will h�"ire tr:i o'N" { t thorouri:h excg_va tionsic 
The m�terial coll e c t ed by t'1e surve" nort":r w�.11 be st 11d i. ed in t"'-1e 
laboretor7 and reoo�ted in a future i.ssue bf t�e J�urnal or Newsletter. 
Other stu�ie s have been in o ro gres s �ut �q�orts �n them ere now bein� 
written so an analysi s of t�e �t . Pleasan t o 1rvey material thi� Soring 
is feas able. 

ARCHAEOLOGY AT THE STATE UNIV!ERS!'rY OF IOWA 

Arc:1aeolo gy continues to expand at s.u.r. We now have six st uden ts en
rolled in la b oratory courses w�o are working up materia l from several 
carts of the state. The Mill Creek M�terial exc av a ted last � ummer has 
been almo st comoletely 8.nalyzed and John Ives and Eugene Fugle, whe 
are d o in g t�e ·work for their Masters degrees, will s oon be writin� 
reports w:1ic'1 will be publi E he d in the Journa Jl. .. Adrian Anderson is 
currently a report on tlrn Glenwood material loaned to us by Paul Rowe 
and Donald D. De.vis of Glenwood ,. We will soon be in a oosltion to 'J)Ub
lish at least thre9 reports in the Journa]. Dick Flanders and Charles 
O ' Neal are writing a report on polished stone tools f rom Chelsea , Iowa 
and Frank Magid is doin� a study of Stearns Creek materi_al fo'md near 
Glenwood and supplied by Donald D. Davis. Ne w i s� to taka t�is ocp�r
tunity to thank Rowe·and Davis for their great c0ooeration ln lending 
t�eir mater ial to us� J ames Pil�rim also sept us mAteri�l on loan for 
st udy c This material is from the AlbR.ny Mounds i_n Ill i.n oi_ s iust across 
the river from Clinton and is mo st ly Honev,ell ma.teri11l 11 111/e hq_ve not yet 
started working uo this material. 

Your ed"tor 5.ntroduced a new cotrse -::>t the Uni"ersity this semester 
entitled >f·New 1Norld Ar c h �eolo gy " t=tnd Wt=ts pleqsed to have thirteen · 
students s ign up for it0 Au interest in arch�eolo�y is on the upswing 
in Iowa and we will soon be a ble to nut � lttrr,;e amount of materia l in 
published form. 
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One or t�e studqnts ( Frsnk Ma�id) currently doing lab w�rk '-as a strong 
b'3.ck�round in chemistry and is i nterested ln doing nitrogen an11lysis 
of 1Jor1e as R met'·1od of datj_r:.g remains� On<J of t�ie te::its L1at 9.l'e possic.-" 
Lle on �rc:1aeolo�ical specimens of bone is a nitro�en content anal.ysis 
whic .· wilJ. gi vc some ind icf.'. ti on of' tlie age of that bone compared to oth 
boncrg According to MrG Magid the lon�er thA time elapsed since the 
crvi:i.ttir·e <.l:J.od, t:1e more ni_trogen th0rc wiLL b3 in the bone., Two pieces 
of bone 1'.'rom the S'lmc area but from different dcpt:.1s s:1ould have differ· 
ent R"'JO"lnts o'.: nitrorJ;en Hnd t:10 one witl1 the most nitrogen should be 
t�e oldoro In order, �owaver, to determine the practicab�1ity of'·the 
test we need sci.r.inles of bone of severe1 a r;es o Society members are es:cred 
to be on t�1e lookout for skel3tons or bon es crf s.nimals in t'.>eir vici:ni t;· 
B'ifty 01-1 one hundred years ago it wn.s common pra.ctico for farmers to 
bury thetr dead animRls behind ths barn or out in the field. If anyone 
learns of sue� an occurance or such bones are dug ury we would appreciat' 
having you send a s mall niece of bone wei0)1inr� b.bout one fourth nound 
and an e anally small sam'Jle o. tlrn soil �rom vh ·ch tl18 bone as taken. 
If WE� C'lll build u9 a collection o�' bone sG.mnles and run t1tem for nitro
gen content Me may be able to discovor some regularities concerning; 

th.3 d:i.sapoearqnc·3 or 1.ncrc8.sc o"' n�_tr"ri:'3n �n1d n0r' """'S ll8� t' ; r8.tG of 
c11'lng3 as a m1:rnsuro of age0 The ornble'Tl is conml i cn.ted i:i.nd i.n order to 
keep

.
the problem under control we must rcmnvo qs 'T}nnv vqri��los gs noss. 

ibleo For t'1qt r.aqson the dqtn w1lon t�e cows nY' horses w�1"8 b·>ried woulc 
be of gr e 8. t 'ie l p, 

ANNUAL ME:�TING OF THE IOWA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

The annual meeting will be held at Sanford Museum in Cherokee on April 
151 1956. From o�st dee.lings with tho Northwest Chanter who are the 
hos ts , I can promise that we will have a fine meeting. 

RefSistration: 
Smor�asbord Dinner 
n�eeting 

Welcoming Address 

10:00 
19:30 

?:00 

R. w. Brec�enridge 

Report on the Analysis of Mill Creek Artifacts 
John C. Ives 

The Turin Finds w. D. Frankforter and R. J. Ruppe 

Summary of the Research Currently Under Way at SUI 
Adrian D. Anderson 

Discussion and Question and Answer Session by Members 

The lRst page of this ne wsle tter contains a news release which members 
are urged to bring to their local newsp ap e r editors. We need the public
ity! The meetin� is open to t!w public and members are asked to invite 
their frie nds . 
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NEWS RELEAS E 
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THE SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE IOWA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY WILL BE HELD 

AT TIE SANF ORD MUSEUM, CHEROKEE, IOWA ON SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1956 at 2:00 

P.M. THE MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND WILL FEATURE REPORTS ON 

CURRENT ARCHEOLOGICAL RES�ARCH IN I OWA . RESTTLTS OF ANAT,YSIS OF ARTIFACT 

EXCAVATED AT A MILL CREEK SITE LAST STWMER 1VILT, B� "P'Rt<;SF,tTTED BY JOH C. 

IVES, A GRADUATE STUDENT IN ANT�lROPOT_,0<1Y AT THE �T AT� U\TIVS"RSITY OF IO WA 

A REPORT ON THB.; IMPORTANT FI JD CIF HUN!AN BON-PS AT TTTR1N, IOVl/A WILL BE 

GIVBN BY W. D. FRA}TKFORTER , DIRECTOR GF T · TE SANFORD MUSEUM AND REYNOLD 

J. RUPPE, ARCHAEOLOGIST AT THE STATE UNIVERSITY. THE TALKS WILL BE 

FOLLOWED B Y  A GENERAL MEETING AT WHICH TIME PROBLEMS FACING THE STUDY 

OF IOWA ARCHEOLOGY WILL BE DISCUSSED. 


