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13TH ANNUAT, PLAINS CONRERENCE

The 13th Annual Plains Conference was eld st the "Tmiversity of Nebrask
Lincoln, on Nov. 24-26, 1955, Members of te T~wa Archeological Socie
ety who attended were our Secretary-Treasurer, W, D, Frankforter, Cher-
okxee; Prof, David B. Stout, antaronrologist at SUI: John Ives, Iowa
City; Paul Rowe, Glenwood; Donald D. Davis, Glenwood: and your editor
We had a fine time renewing old friendshins and learning at first hand
about the field work conducted in the Plains region last summer. A re-
port on the excavations at the Phipps Site (Mill Creek) was presented
by me and a panel discussion on the Turin find was conducted by Mr.
Frankforter and and me. Joining us in the panel discussion were Dr.
“arie Jormington, Colorado Museum of Natural History; Dr. E. Mott
Davis, University of Nebraska; and Dr. Franklin Fenanga, Museum of the
Nebraska State Tlistorical Society. We discussad the find mainly in term
of the geology of the site and did not report any new developments,

Tme Turin find is extrsmely imnortant to American archaeology and geol-
onv but no definitive statements can be made at the nresent time. The
aze of the skeletons is still unknown and both Mr. Frankforter and I
2ave been notified senerately that bone is no longer considered an
accurate substance for orocuring dates, This means that we will probabe
ly not be able to obtain any carbon 14 dates unless we arve luckv enougl:
to find a fireplace with charcoal in it. This seems unlikely and we




most likely will 'qave to contant ourselves with a relative date obtain-
ed by gz0lorical means from tlie loess denosit. The region of Turin is
not well krown reolozically and Mr. Frankforter l1as many months of stud
a':2ad of uLim. The bones must be studied in detail and this too will tak
many months. The discovery exemplifiies the fact that in arc™aenlogy,
paleontology and seology thare are many mont’is of la“~rstory =anralysis
and study involved for the short time one snends in trhe field collectln
the material,

SITE SURVEY TN T7E MT, PLEASANT ARTA

One Tuesdav last October, Dr. R, J. Ruone, Jn'n C, Ives, and Aidrian-
finderson, all from t'.e Dept. of Anthrobolngy, State University of Towa,
made an excursion to Mt, Pleasant, Iowa at the invitation of Lester
(Dave) Foster. There we were joined by Allen v, Sl.ook, Orlendes Ross,
Georse Cranz, and A, M. Patterson, After a brief consultation and a
look at somes potsherds, the party took to the tield.,

Two sites were examined in Henry County., The forst, now 13HN-1, was
situated on a hill adjacent to the flood plain of the 3kunk River. The
hillside had been oraded away but evidence of aborisinal occupation was
found a%out "13lfway up tlie slope. The crew set up sifters and began a
small test pit which proved relatively sterile as did subsepquent tests,
T're surface survey yielded flint chips, stone tools, sherds, clam shell
and fire craclked rocks but none of these were in any abundance.

13IIN..2, better known as the Snake Den :iound Group, consists of some
twenty mounds strung out along the crest of a ridge overlookine the
Little Cedar River in Salem Township. Some of the mounds *ad been crad-
eC fliet and a roadway cut throueh a rortion of the only linear mound

In the greup. A surface survey netted only a handful of stone tools

arn® she»de dut & consideravrle auantity of flint c™irs, T'e mounds which
remain intact are of considerable interest to the archaeolo~ist as they
ind . cave e nossibility of finding a Yonewllfan or immedintely post.
deewellinn village site among t™e many remainsg fn te vicinits, The
m-unds3 themselves, of course, rig-t vleld more t'an a little informatio

Our next move was to Jefferson Countv where we found time to examine
thres sites., 1ZJN-1 is anvarentlv a lar-e villege site w':ich stretches
for ersoun 2 mile along the east “ark of the Skunk River., The site is
about ore fourth mile wide, An abundance of sherds, stone tools, mill-
ing stones, etc., have been found scattered »: er ti.e surface altiiough
collecueors had done a good job before we arr ved, One large vessel 1is
repnrcted from this site, Our party found enough evidence to satisfy
ourselies that we were on the site of an wxwarly to siddle woodland
village with perhnans some depth of deposit, A collection of si.erds from
the sics previously picked up by the Mt. Pieasent members of our group
anc¢ donated to the S.U.I. lavoratory only intensii'ied our concluslons,
No evidence of houses was found but such is normally tihe case for
Woodland village sites, If tlie houses were of a wickiup nature there
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would be no devressions or other Indications on the surface and it
would indeed be difficult to find pmast moldz in an excavation,

Tn t'.e adiacent townsiin we examined 13JN-2 on the west bank of Walnut
Crezk, A slim amount of culturai materiel was picked up from the sur-
facz including 2 “ew sliierds and rprejectlle rointse The site is much
smaller t'an JV-1 hkut may also be a village site,

Nearby on t'ie east bank of Yialnut Creek we visited 13JN~3, The site
conslsts of a mound some five feet in elevation set in the middle of
what is now a large cornfield, We scoured the surface but found no tool
or slierds, Many stones wiiich are ceolosically out of vplace indicate

the work of man. The darkness admlttedly dimmed our nroidct a great
degal. Cultural remains have b2en rsnorted from the mrund,

A1l in all ourjunket was a successa avenr thouesh the dav was not long
enough., All four potterv bearine gitea were in the Wrnodland tr~dition.
The exact placement of these sites *n time ard a descrintion of thenx
peonle who once inhabited tem will heve tn ewatt thorourh excavationsg
The meterial collected by the survev wnertw will be studied 1In the
laboretory and revorted in g future ‘ssues of the J-urnal or Newsletter,
Other studies have heen in nroeress hut perorts oan them are now being

written so an analysis of the kNt., Pleasant 8 'rvey material this Soring
is feasable,

ARCIAEOLOGY AT THE STATE UNIVSRSITY OF IOQWA

Archaeology continues to expand at S,U.I. We now have six studentd en-
rolled in laboratory courses who are working up material from sevsral
narts of the state, The Mill Creek liaterial excavated last summer has
been almost comnletely analyzed and John Ives and Eugene Fugle, whe
are doing the ‘work for their Masters degrees, will soon be writing
renorts which will be publicshsd In the Journal. Adrian Andersomn is
currently a report on tie Gleawood material loaned to us by Paul Rowe
and Donald D, Davis of Glenwood. We will soon be in a position to pube
lish at least thres reports in the Journall, Dick Flanders and Charles
O'Neal are writing a report on polished stone tools from Chelsea, Iowa
and Frank Magid 1s doing a study of Stearns Creek material fouind near
Glenwood and supplied by Donald D, Davis. Je wis™ to take this oppor=
tunity to thank Rowe and Davis for their great cnoneration in lending
their material to us, James Pilagrim also sert us materiax on loan for
study. This material is from the Albany Mounds in Illinoils just across
the river from Clinton and is mostly Honewell material, We have not yet
started working un this material,

Your editor introduced a rew couvrse »t the University thils semester
entitled "New World Archaeolosy" and was pleased to have thirteen-
students sign up for it, Ar interest in archaeology 1s on the voswing
in Towa and we will soon te able to nut a larce amount of material 1n
published form,



One of the students (Frank Magid) currertly doing lab work '.as a strong
backaround in chemistry and is i1 nterested in doing nitrogen analysis
of Yorie as a met™ed of dating remains, One of tlie tasts tiiat are possie
vle on ~rcli.aeolorical specimens of bone is a nitrogen content analysis
which will give soma indication of tilie ags of that bone compared to oth
bong, According to Mr., Magid the longer tiwe. time elapsed since the
craature died, tlie more nitrogen theore will bz in the bone., Two pileces
of bone “rom tlie samc arsa but from aiffercnt deptiis sliould have differ-
ent amoints of nitrogen and the one with thie most nitregen should be
the older, In order, howzsver, to datermine the practicabllity of ‘the
test we nced sarnrles of bone of severel ames, Society members are sgxed
to be on the lookout for skzlstons or bones aof animals in their vicianzt
Fifty or one hundrsd ysars ago it was common nractico for farmars to
bury their dead animels bchind ths barn or out in the field. If anyone
learns of such an occursnce or such bconss are dug un we would appraciat
having you send a small niece of bone weir~hLins sbout one fourth nound
and an eagually small sainnle of the soil from which the bone was taken,
If we can build uo a collection of bone samrles and run them for nitroe
gen content we may be able to discover some regularitics concerning

ths disapnearancs or increoasg of nitr~men and noer’ ~ng nas t° 3 rats of
ciangz as a measurs of age, The prohlem s comnlicated and in order to
koep the problem under control we must remnve as manv varishles as DOSSe
ible, For that rasason the de=te when the cows nr horses wore boried woulc
be of ereat "welp,

ANNUAL MESTING OF THY IOWA ARCHEOLOGICAL SCCIETY
The annual meeting will be held at Sanford Museum In Cherokecc on April

15, 1956, From past dealings with the Northwest Chanter who are the
hosts, I can promisc that we will have a fine meeting.

Registration: 10:00
Smorgasbord Dinner 12:30
Mecting 2:00
Welcoming Address R. W. Breckenrldge

Report on the Analysis of Mill Creek Artifacts
John C. Ives

The Turin Finds W. D. Frankforter and R. J. Ruppe

Surmmary of the Research Currently Under Way at SUI
Adrian D. Anderson

Discussion and Question and Answer Scssion by Members

The last nage of this newsletter contalins a news release which members
are urged to bring to their local newspaper editors. 'Je need the public-
ity! The meeting 1is open to tlle public and members are asked to Invite
their friends,




NEWS RELEASE

THE SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE IOWA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY WILL BE HELD
AT THZ SANFORD MUSEUM, CHEROKEE, IOWA ON SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1956 at 2:00
P.M. THE MESTING IS OPEN TO THZ PUBLIC AND WILL FEATURE REPORTS ON
CURRENT ARCHEOLOGICAL RESZARCH IN IOWA. RESTILTS OF ANATYSIS OF ARTIFACT
EXCAVATED AT A MILL CRETEK SITE TAST SUMMER WILT, R PRESENTED BY JOHN C,
IVES, A GRADUATE STUDENT IN ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE STATR UNTVERSITY OF IOWA
A REPORT ON THT IMPORTANT FIND OF HUMAN BONRS AT TTRTN, IOWA WNILL BE
GIVEN BY W, D. FRAVKFORTER, DIRECTOR OF T'E SANFORD MUSEUM AND REYNOLD
J. RUPPE, ARCHAEOLOGIST AT THE STATE UNIVERSITY. THE TALKS WILL BE
FOLLOWED BY A GENERAL MEESTING AT WHICH TIME PROBLEMS FACING THE STUDY

OF IOWA ARCIIEOLOGY WILL BE DISCUSSED.



