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April 1953 

YOU ARE INVITED TO J.TrEl\1D OUR SPRING MEETING IN iu\IBS '"THERE ARRANGEUENTS TO 
ACCOMOD1 'IB OUR GROUP HJ. VE BEEN MiillE BY PROFESSORS R. W. PRECKENRIDGE AND CHARLF.S 
S. G:YYNNE OF !(J!'ff;. S T;�TE COLLEGE. RESERVJlTIONS MUST BE SEN T TO TFE FORMER, f�T THE 
lillDRESS BELCY.1, i.S SOON I.S IS POSSIBLE. 11E :.RE 'ro MEET IN THE MEMORIAL BUILDING 
ON THE C.:JJ!PUS: 1JID '.TILL El. T TOGETHER IN 'IHE PINE ROOM, DIRECTLY OFF THE COMMONS, 
WHICH IS 'IHE c,·.FE'IERIJ .. DINING ROOM. 'IHOOE �'ITENDING i:rrLL GO THROUGH THE LINE, 
JJID THEN Ti.KE THEIR TRL.YS TO 'IRE PINE ROOM WHICH HllS EEEN RESERVED FOR US. LET'S 
SHON OUR nL'Jn\S ro OUR .'J.1ES FRIENDS BY TURNING OUT IN NUMBERS, FOR ;,-,. WONDERFULLY 

WOR'rnWHILE MEETING J:,,T WHICH L FINE PROGruiM IS PL.i.NNED. Mi.KE UP I. P:.RTY FROM YOUR 
TCY.VN iJID UEET US THERE i�T NOON, SUNDilY, 'IEE 26th OF �-�RIL! THE iJ)DRESS 'ro Milt 
RESERVl.TIONS IS: 

Professor R. W. Breckenridge 
2236 S tonn Street 
ii.mes, Iowa 

CHiJ'TER Ji.C TIVITIFS 

· - Hats off to the Northwest Chaptert Under the able leadership of Chairmrui 
Chuck Smith and Yi. D. Frankforter,· Director of the Sanford Museum in "Cherokee, 
the Northwest Chapter of our S ociety has undertaken a thorough survey of arche­
ological sites in Northv1est Iowa. This is a difficult, but extremely praise­
worthy undertaking. � coordinated project by the members of a regionP..l group 
such as this is a significant and worthnhile contribution to science. Their 
work will be important in the preservation and recording of archeologicAl mA.t­
erial for future IowP..ns, and for researchers to utilize in gaining a fuller 
understanding of Iowa's prehistoric Indians. 

The newsletter sent out by this Chapter in March was most worthwhile, and 
we extend deserved commendation for an outstanding job. 
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RESE;.Rl,'H PROJECT 

The editor of this Society's publications is interested in ge tting infor­

mation on pottery and" arlifrccts fron si tcs in the following counties: Mitchell, 

Howard, Floyd, and Chickas�w. If 2ny of you know the locrtions of sites in these 
countie s , and have collections of mc.terial from them, the editor vroul d appreciate 

your contacting him about t hem. In th0 section below on 1fu-che ologice.l Site 

Surveys", you will find <'. list of the dnta thnt would be helpful. Not all of it 

is necessary, however. If you have photogr�phs of material from sites in this 
area, copies of them would be appreciated ri.lso. Send my such information to 
the following addresst Mr. �7ilfred Logan, Box K, McGre gor , Iow/!I .• 

Before proceeding to a discussion of ,·.rcheological Survey, the editor feels 
it necessary to make a brief announcement concerning the JOURN..:.L. The joint 
issue th<'-t vms promis ed sometime ago is now in press, and should be in the mail 
shortly. i>nother issue will go to press as soon as this double issue is out, 
and by our July issue we should be back on our regular publication sc hedule. 

HCJJ\I' TO CONDUCT .�N ,'.RCHEOLOGIC:.L SURVEY 
:.ND 

REPORT LCX::l.TIONS OFi:RCHEOLOGic,·.r, SI'mS 

Im J..r cheological Site Survey is the first step in arche ological exploration 
of any locality. It gives the investigator good overall data on the number of 
sites in an arer., and the culture periods represented. It is useful in e. number 
of weys. Tvro of these, quoted from. Heiser's M"nue.l of ,·_rcheological Field Meth­
ods·)$- are as follows: 

--- - "' -

1i., • • . . the prosecution of n site survey affords experience in archcological 
method and does not result in the destruction of poten tial infomation vrhich in­
ve.riably acco:npanies arry kind of excavation. 

'�Tho site survey provides the informcition tho archeologist needs in order to 
chcose a particular site for excavation. By use of these data he cc>n tell �hich 
sites h::i:.'e been lec:»st disturbed, at which sites the ovmer is receptive to exc2.v­
e.tion work, which sites are in greatest dnng er of destruction, and in many in­
stances the survey vrill offer clues to tho culture represented at the site." 

For the purposes of t ho members of the Iowa f,rcheological Society, 1'9 need 
not go into details on equipment carried by professionals in making an e.rcheol­
ogical survey. The ave rage layman or amateur archeologist does not carry such 
equipment with him when he goes into tho field. The following may be found to 
be c£ use, however., even on whnt is racroly an cfternoon ,outings 

1. 
I') 
<. . 

' 
..) . 

�� supply of pnper bags. 
hncil and notebook or �\rcheological survey sheets 
.h colmty mctp showing township , range <>.nd section numbers. 
;;. CC.\11'.EJr2. e.nd filrn. 

'.t E8i0""'7', 19l+?, pp. 1-2. 
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The p�per bags are to contcin material picked up from th e surfac e of any site 
located. Material from one site should be kept sep�ratc from that of another by 
using sepnrnto bP.gs. THIS IS DKPORT.i:\NT for material from s ever al sites would be 
annost worthless as information if mixed together. The name of each site should 
be written on th e sack of materials fr om it. The pen cil and notebook or surve y 
sheets are for recording me.terial pertinent t o  the site while in the field. The 
County map is useful in getting on-the-spot locations of sites. The cemera is 
used in photographing the si te to aid in future identification of th e spot. If 
the landormer or tenant has any material collected on the si te, this should be 
photographed �f possible, and f iled with tho data on the survey sheet. 

i�n attempt should be made to duplicate to a certain extent, information re­
garding the site's location, the si te name and the name of the landowner by 
placing it on the sack or on a survey sheet. If survey sheets are not available 
the foll owing infor mation should be recorded in a not ebook under the name of the 
particular site: 

1. County---'lbe name of the county should appear with the site name. The county 
name should also be written on sacks cont2ining collections from the 
site. 

2. Site Namo--This will prob ably take the name of the lnndowner or former ovmer. 
It may also be taken from a local landmark on which the site may be 
locat ed or near which the site l ays. 

3. Site Number----Members of our Society need not worry about assignment of num­
bers unless they wish to keep a separate set of site numbers f or con­
venienc e in keeping their own r ecords. In sending survey information 
to the editor for the Society's permanent files, tho number will be 
given to the sit e when the data is filed in order to keep the record 
for each county coordinated. 

4. Location---This should give the location of the site with relationship to 
towns, roads, highways or farms. It should give the quarter o f  th e 
quarter section in which the site is located, and the section number1 
township number and range number. 

5. Present Landowner---An effort should bo made to find out the name of the 
landowner of each site. If the lan downer is not the pers on living 
on the land, the tenant's name should als o be record ed. Addresses 
should be obtai n ed in either case. If any information may be ob­
tained as to f ormer owners, this would be helpful. One important 
point to remember in any case is that rou should ob tain the owner's 
permission before going on his land to seek sites. Landowners have 
troubles en ough without tresspassors. Getting permiss ion beforehand 
will insure a better attitude toward you and toward the Iowa Archeo­
logice.l Society. 

6. Description of Site---A bri ef description of th e site, giving type of site and 
Pny p ertinent information th at you observe should be recorded. Types 
of sites . would be s omewhat as follows: Workshops--places th.<i.t have 
obviously been used as flint�chipping stations; Villages--sites in 
river drainages, open fields, hill-tops, etc., where pottery and/or 
arrow and spear heads, scrapers, �.nd other artifac ts are found will 
probably be habitation sites-- that is, campsites or villages, and 
should be

.
re�orded as such; Ro�k Shelters--and Caves; Mound Groups. 

The description of the site should also tell the extent of the site, 
es timating acreage1 if possible. 



I01Jll ARCHEOLOGICli.L SOCIETY 

.tl.rcheologice.l Survey Record Form 

Connty Si to Name Site Number 
----------------� ------------------��------- -----

Lo c .'.'.ti on 
-------------------�--------------------------------------------------� 

l of i of Section ; Township , R2.nge 
---------- ----�- -------- ------------

Prose n t Owner · i.ddress 

-

Description of Site --------------------------------------------------------------

Cultivation Erosion 
------------------------------� ---------------------------

Previous Excavc>.tions 

Vegetc>tion on or near site 
----------------------� 

Location of '1Rter supply ---------------------'------------------------------------

1 and marks to aid in relocating site 
--------------------------�----------------� 

Surface material found by surveys: 

Material reported as belonging to the site: 

Remarks: 
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7. Cultivation and Erosion---I f the site has been cultivated over, or if erosion 
has taken pl�ce, an estimate should be made of the amount of dam­
age. In the case of cultivation, a talk with tho landowner should 
be of use, in that he may be able to give you information as to 
how long the site has been under tho plow. 

8. Previous Excavations---If previous excavation has tak.:;n place, an effort 
should be made to find out who did t he work, the amount of care 
he exercised, and v1here any colle ctions from the excavations may 
be located. An effort should be made to determine the extent of 
the exc�.vat ion, and in the case of mere vand alism, ho•:r much dam­
age has been done --in other words, how much area remains from 
vvhich information could be salvaged i f  more carefully controlled 
exce.v ation were carried on. 

9. Vegetation on or ne ar site---A summary of the type of vegetation on the site 
should be given. If part of the site is in prairie grass and part 
of it a farm crop, then it is obvious that the grass portion of 
tho site will bo more import�.nt than the cropped section, since 
there will have been loss disturbence. 

10. Location of �ater Supply--- Give the location of the nearest good water supply 
and the distance from the site if possible. 

11. Land marks�-Record and describe any lendmarks that might help in relocating 
the site. 

12. Surfac e material found---List the types of artifacts found as to general 
classes--that is: projectile points ( spe ar end arrow points) 
scrapers, kniv es , fl?.kes , pottery , ground stone tools such as 
grooved meas, (3/4 grooved and full-grooved) celts , arrovf­
shaft smoothers, hammcrstoncs, anvilstones, morta.rs and pestles, 
etc. 

lJ. Material reported as coming from sito---List any mater ial from- other collec­
tion reported as having come from the particuler site under in­
vestigation. Obtain pho tographs, if possibl� . 

14., Rcmnrks--iJri to dorm any remarks concerning the site that seem perti::lont. 
This may be perso nal observations as to the probable culture 
period or it may note certain classes of arti fac ts significantly 
mis sing or represented . J..nything , for thc>.t matter , that soc:ns to 
have some importance in relationship to this particuler si ';e. 

-i"fo have made several references to "Archeological Survey Sheets" in the above 
diroctions for noting data. Along w ith this NZTSL.J:TTER we arc sending you a 
sam:;::i1e copy of survey fo nns designed to be used by members of our Society. You 
may have as meny as you need simply by requesting them from your editor whose 
address is givan elsewhe re in this issue . It is advisable to fill out at least 
�w� copies of such forms for each site. One copy should be kept with your own 
cc.J_J actions from the sites as part of your pcrmruient record. The other copy 
should be mailed to your editor, s ince his files are the Society ' s permanent 
recordJ of archcological sites and materials. If you arc a member of one of the 
�ogion�l Chapters, a copy of tho survey form should be placed in your Chaptcris 
files� It 'Will be noted that tho back of the survey blank is a grid sheet . On 
this you should record two sots of infonnation--a map of the section the site is 
in; s�1owing 16c,..,_t:ion of thd site and the nearest water supply. You may also 
sketch in any important landmarks. On the remaining space place photographs 
or outline drawings of artifac ts from the site. If necessary, add another shoot 
of paper to complete the artifact and pottery drawings, making sure that the type 
of artifact and its size is per.factly clear. Make any notations as to descriD­
-cions of the material on the sheet, indic ating which artifacts illustrated arc 
being referred t.o. On the noxt page is shown a 0omoletod survey sheet • • • • • • . • •  



Artifact drawings 

The front of the form will be filled out with tho proper information accord­
ing to the instructions given earlier. In drawing stone artifacts, it is best 
to lay the arrow-head, or whatever type of artifact it might be, on the squared 
paper and trace around it with a pencil. This gives en in dication of relative 
size. Cross sections should be indic ated. In t he case or pottery, photographs 
are always best, but if they cannot be obtained, describe the sherds as best you 
can, and draw some indication of the sherd showin g dacoration, if e.ny. In the 
case of s herds from the rims of pots, a drawing of tho rim in cross-section should 
be included. Information as to tempering (whether grit-t0mpcrod or of mussel­
shell, for example) should be noted. In another issue of the NE"JSLETTER we hope 
to take up pottery description in more detail as an aid to reporting such material 
from our Iowa sitos. T he same will be done for artifact types. 

REPORTING SITES J.ND MAINTLINING A SURFACE COLLECTION AND FILE OF 
INFORMJ,. TION ON IT 

By far the most valuable service members of the Iowa /rchoological Society can 

render, and one of the obliGations of each member of tho Society is to work for 
the preservation of archeological sites and informe.tion. The one way in which 
every member can serve, either individtl.<i.lly or as part of a Chapter organization, 
is by maintaining a complete and accurate record on the material he picks up from 
the sites in his own locality. Report tho sites to tho editor for the Society's 
Central File of lrcheological Sites for the State of Iowa� Keep your own record, 
either on duplicate survoy sheets, or in the form of a catalogue. 

i. simple catalogue involving a minimum of effort would take the form of a loose­
leaf notebook. Other materials needed to keep an accurate record of your sites, 
etc., would include a bottle of Indir-t ink and a fine-poi nt writing or drawing pen. 
·�iith these, a number is pl?,ced on each e.rtifc>ct and pioco of pottery collected. 
Each piece shou}d have a sop�ratc number--or, if you wish, material from each site 
may be assigned the same number. The numbors may simply begin 1,2,3,4, etc. In 
the catalogue, the material should be descrihed under the assign8d number. 



4- • ' • 

6 

4 I t ,_ 

This listing should give the site name and location, the type of artifact and 
a briof des cription of the piece or pieces carrying this number . Dimensions o f  
the pie c o  should be included . This gives a record of the m e.torial which will be 
of value in 2ny fur ther investigation of the site. It insures that material from 
one si·i:,e v1ill not become mixed with material from another, even if artifac ts and 
pot tery from several sit es aro studied at the same t�me. This type of catalogue 
will serve you well for material from surface surveys. Such a record is not dif­
ficult to keep as long as it is kept up to date. 

GET YOUR RESERVLTION IN FOR APP.IL 26th AT AtWS! 
. *- az--.:a::rm. 

More information will come to you in later issues of tho NEJSLETTER, r0ga:rc:U.ng 
archeological surv eys , catalogues, etc. Doubtle ss , information which would '.:>e 
helpful to you, individually, has boon overlooked, so if any member has sugg0stions 
as to ways in which you handle such procedures , or if you have questions 1Hhich have 
not been resolved in this brie f discussion , plees e "'.'!ri·'t o to us n.bout them. Sum:n.er 
is coming up. Many of you will be revisiting favorite sitos, and some will no 
doubt look over now ones. REPORI' T"HEH FOR INCLUSION IN OUR SOCIETY FILES, JJID RE­
MEMBER YOUR CJ.Tl.LOGUE. Get one strrted end keep it up to date. Only by doing 
this can we discharge our obligation to preserve Archcological information for 
present-day scientists , and for future ."i.Inericens who will bo interested in the 
life of our prehistoric Indians. f,11 of us who are interested in :u-cheology, either 
as professionals, amateurs or laymen aro morally obligated to p rese rve sites Md 
information for the future . Tho sites are fast going, '!'h0ugh our own Society is 
small, we can do a little toi.-rard sl0'7ing thi s loss of info:.�m2':,io!1 by carrying on 
a St ate-wide su.:rvey, e.nd carefully recording the informat:i ·)n '.Te ga.ther. 

In lino with the remarks in the pro coding paragrq,h, -,,;w r,di �er recommends 
the a.rticle by Dr. Garl E. G-:_itho, tt1\"ITGnty-fivo Yoar·3 cf :.rcheoi.0.� in the Eastern 
United St2.tes11 in the recently·-p-.iblished book, u;._rcheclog�r of Easto:rn United 
States 11 edited by :>r. JP.liws B. Griffin. This art:.clG oxcr3lJ.ently s1:.mm::,rizes tho 
present status of archeology oast of tho Rockies, Rn:d deciJ::; ori(::::f Jy lu".-, -'-.hcro0·gh1y 
with the relationship of prof ossional and amateur archoologi.s ·c.s _. a.:: i'J:• 1 n.s wi tn 
the need for Societies such as our own. The various chapter grours of our Society 
might "!Cll d iscu ss this article E1t some futuro meeting. 
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