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GREETINGS FROM THE EDITOR

Hello!l As always, it is good to go on a vacetion, but it is 2lso good to
bc back homce Mrs. Mason carricd us niccly through the period of my abscncc by
taldng on thc NEWSLETTER along with her other dutics as scerctary-trecasurcr. Your
coopcration in sending hor news is much appreciated. Mrs. Mason!'s cfforts in fill-
ing in arc cqually cpprcciated.

Pcrhaps an account of somc of the things I did which have to do with arch=-
cology will intcrest you. From McGregor, ny family and I went to Columbia, ¥issouri
to visit !'r. Carl Hl. Chapman, Dircctor of American Archacology at thc University of
Missouri. iany of you will rcmcmoer Mr. Chapman for his intercsting talk at the
Socicty's first foll mecting in Iowa City, November 1951, Mr. Chapnan had a very
successful ficld scason last summcr, his cxcavations in 2 southcastcrn Missouri cave
produced nmatcrials which arc quitc carly, showing rclationship both to Graham Cave
with which your cditor has becen concernced in the past, and with meterial from
northecast Oklahoma which has becen reported in dotail by Drs David Bacrreis, of the
University of Wisconsin, whom you hcard in Davenport, last falls Mre Chapnan
plans to spend scveral scasons in the part of Missouri previously mentioned,
cxtending the wrork donc by his party.

In Oklahoma, aftcr nmalkding a limited survey alon; a stream callced Bitter
Crcck in Central Kay County, I went to Normen, Okla., to visit Dre. Robert Bell,
Profcscor of Anthropology at the University of Oklahoma. Dre Bell alse had just
finished a ficld scason, successfully rccovering Archaic material rclated to the
Northcast Oklahoaa finds, to the Ozark material, and to Graham Cavee Dr. Bcll has
for a mmber of ycears becen conductin? research in "Caddoan" sites in eastern Okle.
Spiro Mound, which was rcccently rcported in the TISSOURI ARCHEOLOCIST was a Cad-
doan site. Such sites arc quite latec in timc and quitc complex in culturce

dmong other recent discoverics in Oklahonma was a sitc amazingly sinilar to
Iowa Hopcwecllian in the poettery found there. Many sherd could not have becn dis-
tinguishced fron Iowa sherds had they been placed together. Therce arce scveral loc-
alitics in Oklahoma wvherce Hopewell cultuc existed at onc time.



The collcctions from the University of Oklahoma arc very fine oncse I
rccommend their muscum to any onc who finds himsclf in the vicinity of Norman,
Oklzhoma on a trip. They have a great dcal of material from Caddo and Spiro
sitcs, and have recently acquirced a fine collcction of Central American matcrial e
cspecially pottery.

My own wanderings along Bittcr Creck werc productive, Thesc sites arc
almost identical in content as rcgards artifacts and pottcry, and would constitute
in archeological terms, a Focus. Thesc sites arc late. Diamond-shaped, bevcled
knives, snell triangular points with and without knotches, small end-scrapers,
flake-knivcs, and grit and clay-tcmpered pottery. The pottery sometimes has
thickened rims, morc often flat or rounded lip, with no thickening of the rim. A
scrics of large, Hopewcll-likc points erc also found. Probably such sites date
soncwhere after 1300 filD. In addition to thesc mentioned, therce arce numcrous
small campsitcs elong the crcek showing slightly differcent material hard to clessify
duc to the scarcity of artifacts.

Onc intceresting spot that I visited wes the Kay County Flint quarrics
near Herdy, Oklahoma. Herc, for a considcrablc distancc, along the tributary of thc
Arkansas River, from a point in Kansas South into Oklahome, thc Indians had dug
out a high quality flint from the limcstonc formetions along the canyon rims.
Strewn around on the ground about the quarrics wer blank forms, large rcjected
chunks of flint, somc finishcd picces, and many chips, flakes and fragments,
nany of which showc signs of usc by thc Indians. Thesc quarries cextend along
the cenyon for many milcs. Othcers who have visited thom have found artifacts
fron many diffcrent timc periods. Almost all of thc sitecs in that locality (south-
crn Kansas and Northern Oklahoma) show great quantitics of flint from thesc Kay
County Quarrics.

Of coursc, thc Kay county quarrics arc not the only spots where flint
was obtained by the Indians. There arc others equally famous, and nmany flint
typcs arc known---their sources, and typc nemes. Flint from the Spanish Diggings
was in wide usc in the Northcrn Plains., In the Texas and Oklahoma panhandles a
type called Alibates flint was uscd, and the location of the¢ quarries is know.
Nchawka flint comes from a locality in Nebraska. Anyonc interested in the arch-
cology of Ohio probably knows of thc flint from thc famous Flint Ridge. Scvoral
unncrned quarrics arc locatced in Mfissouri. Should any member of the Socicty be
intcrested in writing 2 peper for our own JOURNAL on“thc known materials for stonc
artifacts your cditor will scec that sources and rcfcrences for available material
arc supplicd.

TATERLOO MEETING

Mr, S. 4. Cohagen, who is Secrctery of the Henry W. Grout Historical
Muscun Fund, in Watcrloo, Iowa, was host to a group of thc Socicty's members
on January 25. Your prcsident, Dr. Field, Clifford Chasc, A1 Berg, George Kjomc,
all of Decorah, and Joc Kenncdy of the Effigy lounds National Monument made the
trip to Waterloo. After lunchcon at the Hotel Russcl-Lamson, Mr. Cohagen conduct-
cd a tour of thc proposed sitc of the Muscum, which is to get underway this ycar.
For thosc of you who know Watcrloo, it is to be built on thc half-block property
directly behind the west-side Public Library on Park Avcnuc, and will be most
impressive, according to the party, to whom the Dlans werc shown.,



Many collections arc alrcady aveailable for display in thc ncw Museum, which will
not only featurc the history of Northcast Iowa and Western Wisconsin, but will
boast a Plenctarium as wecll! Othcr fcatures will be displays of the wildlife of
thc arce, carly pioncer farm implcments, houschold articles, clothing, newspapers.
books and furniturec...not forgctting the fine collections of Indian artifacts
alrcady waiting to be placed on cxhibition when this fine building is complcted.
Sincc many of them camc from £llamakee County, the group visiting Mr. Cohagen
were very pleased.

Mr. Cohagen is to be in charge of the Muscum, as he has becn “Guardian”
of the Menorial Fund for its building. e know how proud hec is of this drcam
of many yecars standing, and wish him succcss in the undertaking soon to be rcalized.
He will bc nost capable in its adninistration, and thc Muscum itself will be a
wonderful addition to the city of /aterloo, as well as to the State.

NE'Y MEMBERS
“Iec arc proud to wclcomec thc following new members to the Society:
George Cowgill, Physics Dept., Iowa Statc Collegc, Ancs

The Library of thc University of Pennsylvania, Phila.

The Librery of thc University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklae

Don't forget our Spring meceting...it wil bc announced soon, so
plan right now to comc, when we give you the detalls.



WHLT IS .\RCHEOLOGY?

Many peoplc think that archcology is & trcasurc hunt. Digging is rcally
hard labor donc undcr adversce coaditions--excoessive hcat or cold, dust, bugs,
drought, tropical dampncss, and discasc, The populat bclicf is that archcolo-
gists unfold thc past of strangce pcople=-giants, pigmics, end the like. Lict-
ually, we £ind that the cncicnt pcoples were basically human becings, much like
oursclves, with thc same kind of loves, hates and quarrels.

What, thcn, is archcology?

Boefore we can answer that question, we must define the science of anthro-
pology, bccausc archcology is part of that scicnces JdAnthropology is the
scicnce that trcats of man and his bchavior. Since the field is broad, it is
divided into a number of branches: rrchcology, cthnology, linguistics, physical
anthropology, social enthropology, and applicd anthropology.

Archeology rcconstructs humen history from carlicst times to thc present.

It deals, too, with man's risc from carlicr forms. It utilizes the buricd
and fragnentary rcmains of civilizetions (houscs, pottery, tools, ctc.) to
formulatc thc historics of pcoples for whom no written rccords cwist. It is
conccrned with the beginnings of culturcs and elso with culturcs and civil-
izations that rrc now extincte

archeologists scck to gather from ruined buildings and potsherds the same
sort of knowledge that historiens derive from books and manuscripts. Both
Archecologists and Historians strivc to recover and to interpret the story of
man's paste. Ycars apo, archcolozists collccted antiquitics more for their
rarity or their becauty than for what they misght tcll of the deings end thoughts
of thc men who madc them. Howcver, in rccent ycars, cmphasis in erchcology has
shifted from mere things to the mcaning of things.

Since we arc attempting to reconstruct the history of th:» Indians, who left
no written rccords, wc arc forced to deal cxclusively with material rcmains—
houscs, pottcry, bonc and stonc tools~-and our first task is to build up histor-~
ics of material culturc that will scrve as the basis for deductions as to the
daily lifc and the cvents in thc carccr of the peoples under investigation. In
order to work out thc completc history of thc Indians, it is ncecessary to cxcav-
atc not only in placcs where rich and spectacular finds arc to be cxpceted, but
also in regions wherc less showy matcericls but morc important historical informa-
tion =2y be obtained.

But many rcadecrs will wondcr why we arc cager to investigate the lifc of the
ancicnt Indians. In short, why dig up decad Indieans?

o arc living teday in a very sick world. If civilization is to cendurc, we
must push forward in thce study of man in cvery way possiblc. We must understand
man in order to undecrstand the culturc he has cvolved. In our particular culturc
scicnee has permitted man to bring somc of the physicel world under control. This
knowledge may be usced for good as well as cvil, t present much of our scicentific
knowvledge is being usced for destructive purposes. iany pcople blame scicnce for
this state of affairs.

Actually, this is an uninformed point of vicw. The present chaotic condition
of thc world is not ncw; it is only worsc than cver beforc. Every major invention,
from the timc of the first use of firc dovm to the airplanc, though capablc of
bringing benefit and comfort, has sooncr or latcr been abused ancd misused. Fire is
uscful for warmth and cooking, but it may be uscd for destructive purposes. “That
the atomic bomb will do to us, no onc knows; but ~vcrycne is agreod that tho
stud;r 0° ruclear physi-s, if aen chocsse te make it so, may be beneficial to him.



If through anthropology we can understend all the facets of a relatively simple
culturc, if wc can discover the whys and wherefors of such a culture, then wec arc
better eblc to understand and attack he greater and morce complex problems that
rmst be soived if we arc to attain rcal knowledge of man in the modern world., In
othcr words, archeology contributcs to thc urderstanding of the factors that
causc civilizations to comc into beinz, to flourish, and then to coliapsc.

aithough wie cannot prophesy about the futurc, we can build upon a solid found-
ation composcd of lessons learncd from past cxpericnces of mankind. Progress is
made only by trizl and error. But we do not have to rcpcat the same trials and
makc the same crrors.

Thus, digging up deal Indiens has a very rcel significance and holds possi-
bilitics that stagger the imagination.

Furthormorc, the study of the history of the Indians is important bocausc they
have made contributicns to our own history end civilization. Fow pcoplc recelize
that thc following itcms in our culturc have boen borrowe dircctly from the Indians:
corn, pumpkins, maplc syrup, tobecco, pipc+and cigerctte-smoking, succotash, beans,
moccasins, toboggans, corncribs, snowshocs and canocs.

Throughout this book wc¢ have used the terms "culture® and "civilizetiont,.

In some pleces we have used the twe words synonymously. Dcfinins these two words
is difficult, and thc definitions given herc arc arbitrary end bricf.

The word "culturem as uscd by anthropelogists docs not mcan the improvement
and refincment of the mind, an action which imnlics a conscious, voluntary effort.
Culturc in thc anthropological scnsc cmbraces the sum total of humen bechavior and
activitics which arc honded on by precopt, imitation, and socizl heritage. This
includes all customs, habits, usages, attitudes, belicfs, religious and political
idecas, and matcrial products, such as the methods of building houses, of menufactur-
ing a’l kinds of artifacts (woeepons, pottcry, ornamcnts, haskets, cloth), of plant-
ing and harvesting.

“then a culturce becomes complex and advancel, cspecially in a material way, it
is customary to rcfer to it ns a ®civilization" (c.ge, the Maya civilization); but
in reclity, culturc covers all the clemcents of civilization and does not accessar-
ily connotc any degree unless the term "high" or "advanced” is uscd.

HO7 THZ LRCHEOLOGIST "/ORKS

The archcologist is oftcen asked, "How do you know where to dig?"  In choos-
ing a site to cxcavate, the archcologist is guided by his past expericnce and his
knowlcdze of the probleoms for a given arca. Usually no cxcavation is undertaken
until en archeolozical survey has becn nadce.

During a survey an archeologist scarches out cvidence of ancient houscs,
graves, village sites, mounds, ctc. This iisually centails much walking over o speci=
ficd ereca and a carcful scrutiny of the ground. 4 rccord is kept of all the graves,
middens, mounds, and housc ruins which arc obscrved. Collections of potsnerds and
stonc toels arc made at cach site and later studied and cempercd with sinmdilar
collections from other arcas. Then, with all the information provided by the
survey, the archcologist can intelligently sclect a site for cxcavation.

inother question frequently asked the archcologist is, "How do you dig these
ruins aftcr you find them?"

After a site hes been chosen, it is usually mapped with surveying instruments.
This is donc before dizgging starts. The actual excavation depends in part upon the
typc of site that is to be investigated. In gencral, cxcavalion consists of pecling
or stripping dowvn thc site, layer by leyer. In a mound, a rcfusc heap, a micdicen,
or a town, thc top l-yor would be complet~ly reaoveu, then the next layer, ard so
on, dovr to the Lettome Ideally, it would be like re.aoving the layers of a cakce.



actually, the removal of the strata is not that simnlc, for the rcason that they
were not laid down in a clecar-cut fnshion. Usually, the archcologist arbitrarily
decided that cach leyer shall be, for cxample, six inches thick. Then the site

is stripped down in six--inch layoers or stcps. By means of a surveying instrument,
some stakes, =and string, this can casily be donc.

Sometinmes the erchecologzist first cuts a trench through a mound or a rcfusc
hcap. By oxanining the verticel face of the cut or trench, he can many times
distinguish thc "natural" laycrs——that is, thc strata of dirt deposited by man—
and cen remove them onc by once

In order to locatc pit-housc depressions, old camp sitcs, house floors, ond
other archcologicel featurcs, the archecologist often sinks a trench (perhaps three
foet wide). This may vary in depth from a fow inches to scveral fect and may be
hundreds of feet long. In this woy, hc can Wpick up" or run across fcetures that
otherwise arc hidden by the top-soil. Dut aftcr the "foaturc® has been found, he
may resort to the stripping tcchnique. If 2 house floor or some other obvious
lcvzl of occuponcy is found, digzing procceds along that level.

idtho? much digging is donc withpicks and shovels, they arc not the only
tools ecmployed. when skelcotons, pottcry, postholes, implements, etc., arc cncoun=-
tored, the digger then rcsorts to a trowel, a grapefruit knife, brushes, and per-~
haps cven a bellows!

There arc no sct rulcs for digging & sitaes It is only ~fter years of training
and actual digging experience that o man becomos a good '"dirt" archeologist.

Often the objucts found arc so fragile thet thoy must be strengthened before
removal. In cascs where the carth is moist, pocttery, bonc, and shell objects
arc allcwed to dry slowly end erc then trected with a thin solution of celluloid
and acctone. There erc numcrous methods for the proscrvation of all kinds of
malerials.

uring the cxcavations the archeolegist meintains a careful record showing
the find-spot of cvery objcct, the construction fecatures, and all other details.
Theoretically, then, it would be possiblc to replacce cach object in its originzl
position. Bezause interpreiations arc based on the sum total of information cx-
tracted from the excavation, meticulous notc-taking is of paramount importaice,
Digging a sitc usually enteils the reading and undorstending of the unintentionel
rceord left by peoplc who posscssed no systen of writing.

The complete interprctation of an excavation cannot be made until much lab-
oratory work has becn complceted. The proportion of digzing time to laboratory
work is ebout onc to thrce—-that is, three months of digging to nina months of
lab work.

In the laboratory all the cxcaveted materials are clcancd, mended, and rc-
storced, when nccorsary. ofter this has becn donc, classifying begins. The erch-
colegist sorts lie nmaterials. placing like with like, ond then makes comparisons
with similey cr identicel naterinls from nearby sites. The only way once can lcarn
to classify this matcrial is by doing it under the supcrvision of a compctent
archcologiste

“hen &il the mavcriels have been classificd, the archcologist can then
determine whether onc cr mere cultures arce reproscnted at his sitc and whoether
sor> matcerials arce older than otherse He can also determine thoe relationship
ol his sitc to other sitcs on the neighborhood. In this way, thc cxccvabions
yicid a historicel record. True, it is not the kind of decument or histery book
to wiich we arc accustomed. It is an unwritten story, end it takes an archcolo-
gist to read and translate or interpret it.

(e arc indebted to thc University of Chicago Iross ror the foregoing
material, takon in part. fron the fine beok, +Indi=nc Before Colunbnsh,
rullichnd W the Ue of C. Press, ani written Dy Mertin, uimby, and
Sorlicre Your cditor recoimends it highly ns a fine addition to your
library.)



