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Nunbor 7 HcGrogor,· Imrn October, 1952 

�·�oouT nm: JOURNAL 

'nlo Journal of tho Ibwa .Arc'.!ooloE'.ict'.l Sopioty will cO!"'o to �rou 
in conbination, next Jap.u2ry. The d0uble issue will pre sent an article 
coverins "- gro2t deal o f m;:.t0rial vrhich you' 11 not want to· mss • • •  the ex­
cavation of the Spike Hollow Rock Shel tor ncnr ·.-r2.torville, in Allanclcco 
County. In ad·�ition to thcso fin0s, natorial from several ot her rock shel­
ters in this region will be presontorl in what shoulr1 bo a very worth-
while ed ition . The President and his editor confcrrcd on this dep.:i.rturc 
from plan, and hope t heir decision to issue a conbined Octobor-J211u�.ry 
Journal meets with your approval. 

THE F 2.1 i'.1EE TING 

The annual Fall neotinr; of the Iowa Archcolor;ical Society 
was held in Dave nport on October 5, 1952 with the John Bailey Chnptor 
as hosts. Lev.roll Hiller, director of the Dc:'.venpor t Public �foscum, nnd 
his assistants had propnrod some very intorostinfs exhibits ospocici.lly 
for tho occasion c?nd mcnbors brovrscd throur,h the MuseUr.l i:1hile ro c:Lstra­

tion was completed. SoCTo hP.d brou�ht find s to be identified and ot hers 
shared their collections with us durinG the meeting which follovred. 
Hr. :Iillor was the perfect host, me.king all vrho cnr.te welcome with sur­
prising energy, considering tho nmo unt of work he'd h�d in making ar­
r�ngemcnts for tho sessions. 

9:00-10:00 Registration ru1d 7!usourn Tour 

10:00-12:00 Business mcctin� and short talks from the floor 

1� t this point vre wero escorted to tho Char.ibcr of Cornnerce 

buildinc at tho corner of Main and Fifth Str eets, whe re n delicio us 
luncheon was served. Those members who drove from home that mornine 
especially enjoyed it! The program proce eded while we were there as 
follows& 



12:00-12:30 Luncheon. 

Whilo wo woro all seated and comfortable, following 
luncheon, Dr. D.2.vid Baerreis, Professor of Anthropology 
?.t tho University of �Visconsin prasonkd a lecture and 
film on tho f;.rcheolor;y of :.ztalan. Shovling c.ctual working 
practices of archcologists from the start of 2n excava­
tion and carryin� tho audience richt �long in th� work 
being done by ncans of cloe.r, porsonr>.l runninr com·ncnts, 
Dr. Baerrcis made an outst<'-nding contribution to our fund 
of knowledge. l·!:any non-professional mcnbcrs he.vc oxpross­
od a need for just such P.n oxpcriencc, so we owe Dr. 
Baorreis a vote of thanks for bringing it to us. 

2:.30 till dark Field trip to sovor<.:l mounds nnd c ampsit es near D8.vonport. 

(The si te on which the film was made while excavation was in proe;ress 
is in south central Wisconsin, and Lowell Miller writes that he has vi s ited 
it since our meeting, finding a gre at satisfaction in seeing it while the 
material given by Dr. Be.erreis w;:i,s fresh in his mind. ) 

In addition to the lec ture 2.nd film, �Zr. Lowell Miller, Director 
of the Davenport Public huseurn, summarized the excavation of a mound by 
the John Bailey Chapter of the Iowa Archeological Society. Mr. Parsons of 
Wapello described a huge stone axe which he found in his locality. This 
axe, Mr. Parsons says, is so huge thci.t he has not yet moved it from the 
spot where he discovered i tt It must weigh some 350 pounds. Why such n 

huge stone object should have been made by the Indians is a myste�r, al tho' 
Mr. Parsons sugg;;isted his orm idea that it was made in fun, since it ob­
viously could not have been used as an axe! 

One of the most interesting points visited on the field trip was a 

huge shell midden . This shell midden is located on "The Friendship Farm", 
a well-known historical spot near Davenport. Mr. Miller has supplied us with 
the following information regarding it: 

"The story o:f "Friendship Farm" begins in 1838 when Erskine Wilson 
bought a section of land from the government for $1.00 an acre . This land 
was located near the Rock River, nnd Mr. �'Tilson' s first enternrise was to 
start a ferry business. This ferry was the first to cross the Rock, e..nd for 
ten years was the only s af e way to cross. 71hen George D avenport was murder­
ed on July 4th, 1845, the bandits used this ferry to cross the river, and it 
has been said that they also stayed in W'ilson' s bc:>.rn overni te. Although the 
house was built by Mr. Wilson he died before its completion 100 years ago this 
year . The stone of which it is built was ferried from a quarry up river from 
the site. The house has 10 rooms, measures 33 feet by 39 feet, and cost 
$8,LOO. The v1alls are l� feet thick and there is a winding stairway of 
native walnut. In 1866 Nels Christensen rented the farm with the big house, 
and in 1907 he purchased it. I11Ir. Butterworth bought the property in 1928. 
It is now administered by the Friendship Farm Estate, with Hr. Carroll 
Johns as custodian. Coal was found on the property, �nd a spur railroad once 
operated there. Indian relics have always been common to this are�. Camp­
sites and mound s are evident in me.ny places." 



This was the site visited on U:.e fieJ i tc·i�'. �-·:.-fending were the fr;:Lbw·· 
ing memb ers and guests: 

Mr. George Miller, Mr. John Hauberg, D:· ... . '.'.nd Mrs. R. W. Slack, Mr. an::l 
Mrs. Leo Doering, Mr. and Mrs. IrvLcg Hur:-: . .bl::�, M:r- and Eiss :i'"hittlesey-, 
Mr. and Mrs o Herbert Makey, Mr. and Mrs, i.ovi·JJ l Vil lei·, Mr. li'red Gluck, 
Mrs. Edward K. Putnam • • • •  all members of tlle Jc :111 Ba:' ley Chapter. 

Mr. Wayne Sanders, Ottumwa; Mark B. Ford, Cedar Falls; George Kjome, 
Decorah; Prof. and Mrs. David Baerreis, MJ.dioonJ Wisco,; lEr, 2nd Mrs. 
Gale Singleton, Wapello; Dr. H. P(; Field, Decurah_; Mr., and Mrs" Parsons, 
Wapello; Mr. and Mrs. A. I. Mason.:o Cedar Rapids; Dr, J. Harold En."lis, 
Mt. Ve rnon; Tom Wright, Decorah; Mr. and Mrs. Gl,en Spaight, West Branch; 
Mr. an d Mrs. Curtis Frymeye r, Wilton Junction; and Dr. A. K. Fisher, 
Iowa City. 

Everybody plan to attend the next meeting in the spring • • •  probably in 
Ames or Des Moines. We will notify you as to time and place. In the meantime, 
get together wit h members in your neighborhood and plan to come in a party. 
Sometimes that makes th0 difference whether a member goes or not. If he can 
join someone he knows he'll be more apt to make the effort, and wedon't want 
�of you to miss the fine meeting we'll have planned for you, come Spring1 

JOINT MEETING 

OF THE NORTHEAST IOWA CHAPTER A N D 

THE IONA SOCIETY OF 'IHE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 

On Saturday, October 4, the members of the Northeast Iowa chapter of 
the Iowa �rcheological Socie ty and the staff of the Effigy Mounds National 
Monument were hosts to members of the Iowa Society of the Archaeological 
Institute of America. The meeting began with a delicious dinner at the Mc­
Gregor Heights Hotel in McGregor, Iowa , following which, Dr. Gerald F. Else, 
the president of the Iowa Society introduced our o-m1 president, Dr. H. P. 
Field of Decorah. Dr. Field welcomed the members of the Society to Northeast 
Iowa which was at the height of its beauty just then, and after speaking 
briefly on the relationship of classical archaeology to American Indian 
archaeology, he introduced W. J. { Joe ) Kennedy, Superintendent of the Effigy 
Mounds National Monument. { Joe is one of ou r five vice-presidents now, after 
having been our first presid ent, as you know. ) Mr. Kennedy gave a short talk 
on Archeology in tne National Park Service and told of the development, both 
accomplished and proposed, at Effigy Mounds National Monument, Iowa's only 
National Park. 

Er. '.'!ilfred D. Lo gan gave a slide-illustretted talk on t he recent ex­
cavations at the Fonument before the group were take n on a tour through the 
mound group north of the mouth of the Yellow River. Everyone had a most en­
joyable time at this very interesting meeting. 



THIRD BIRTHDAY OF 

J:t.:F'.l:'IGY IWUNDS NATIONAL MO:i\.,U:MENT 

Saturday, October 25, marked the t hird birthday of Iowa's National Park 
Service area - one of three in the United States that preserve prehistoric 
Indian mounds. 'Nhen the President of the United States signed the proclama­
tion este.blishing the area on October 25, 1949, the peuple of the middle 
west began visiting the Monument which has grovm com:tantly in attraction. and 
interest. 

When the area was fi rst established, it ·Has nothing more than a wilder­
ness tract. It is the hope of the staff of the Monument that it. will alvmys 
retain something of its wilc1erness che.rc:cter, but certain developments have 
been made to make the mounds accessible to the visitors who come there Jn 
increasing nu.'!lbers every yec:r. On the limited funds availa.bJ.e) an ar;iplc 
parking CJ.rec> and ci comfortable foct-t.re.il have been built to give access to 
the mound groups. In addi tiot1) t;crro field seD.0cns have been devoted to arch­
eologic2l investigation of the mounds to furnish infcrmation to t.h3 vi�i tu:cs, 
anc� to provide artifci.cts for oxhibi ts in the musewn p:u1.n�1ed for t.h--ct i'lreD . •  

Al though developrrients c>.re f r.r from CO'nplete, the s t.::i_f f of Effigy Mcnn::is 
Nr'.tional Monur:i.ent tcike pride in mentionin; this third birthday to the mem­

bers of this society to which we belonc'., 2.nd in inviting you 211 tc ·1isi t us 
v1henever you c2.n. .re hone to have n meeting of the Society he;-e soon. The 
Society vras established here in the Fall of 1950. 

REMEMBER Li.ST SPRING' S MEETilTC? 

T hose of you who attended the meeting in Cherokee la.st spring will 
remember the field trip we took. You v1ill bo interested 1/) know th2t the 
members in that area, the Iforth'rrcst Chc>.pter, c:.re doing th2 wm•k of exca1:2.ting 
on 't,hat site '.'lhich is c alled the Phipps site. (Being on Mill Creek, no one 

should be surprised thnt it is 2, tt?:in Creek" site. ) Th2t1 s tho sort of thing 
v1e hope more of the chapters will do. 

ONEOTA S1\ELETONS 

DISCOVER2D IN MOLINE, ILLINOIS 

·,fater department employees discovered several Indian skeletons while 
digging a ditch in Moline, Illinois, during October, Fortunately, they 
called the director of the Davenport Public Huseum. Lowell rlhller, to salvage 
the finds. Two skeletons were <'.ssembled from the bones une;:irthed. Oneota 
culture is the one of the people immediatoly ancestrGl to our historic Indian 
tribes in this '!)art of the middle west, .A.."!loni:; the tribes who had a cul turo 
of the Oneota t�ype were the Imm Indians., the 7vinnebago, the }10.ssouri Indians 
c:.nd several tribe s farther nest. This cul turo floi.;.rished from about 1300 J1..D. 
to historic 1-.imes ''Then the first explorars entered the Mississippi Valley. 

NEW ;\iE1VIBERS 

'iVe are very happy to welcome the following nevr members who have joined 
this past month: Douglas Adams, Los Angeles, Calif.; Burton Hansen, East Moline 
Ill.; W,, E, 'Uhittlesey, Davenport; Prof. R. W. Breckenridge, A11esj Pottawattamie' 
County Historical Society, Council Bluffs, and the Library of the Univers ity of 
Kansas at Lawrence, Kansas; Mr. L. 'if. GralapD, Iowa City; it{r. P. H. Wiegand, 



s 

1.Vauwatosa, Wisc.; Mr. Robert�-;. Turner, Council Bluffs; and Prof. Charles S. 
Gwynne, Dept. of Geology at Iowa State College, Ames. 

All 
Society is 
Our thanks 
secretary. 

these new members should be evidence enough for anyone that this 
growing, and in a w2y that makes for permanence and stability. 
to c:ll of you who h.we sent names of prospective members to our 

Keep up the good workl 

T o  all of you new people - WELCOME TO THE SOCIETY. -.fo hope yon1ll. enjoy 
your association with our group. Plan to attend the next meeting so we can 
become acquainted. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL FINDS 

Mr. John Burmeister, of Preston, Iowa, sends us ci. series of tracings 
of projectile points with the locations given as --.,ell. Several of the so 

are quite interesting, a.nd are reproduced belovr. Fig. 1-·a is one r�i�h has 
been demonstrated to be of considerable age in the Plains area. Otters 
similar to it h?.ve been found at t11.o fC\!Tlous Limo Creek sites in Nebrr1f·ka. 
Points of this type hci.ve Plso been found ci.t the Dal ton site near J(;f:t'erson 
City, Missouri. ''{e do not know hmr old the point is at the Dalton site. 

The other points illustr:ited e.re '.'loodla:id types common throughout 
eastern Iowc. They should be relp,ted to the various mound-building Indicns 
living there. They mi�ht date anywhere from 2000 �·ears ago up to about 900 
A.D. 

If any other members have material they'd like to know more about, 
send trRcings of them to t he Editor, and he'll be glad to tell you what he 
can about them. If anyone has points si.11ilar to Fig. 1-a let Mr. Burmeister 
know, and let your e ditor in on it, too. Such information is very helpful, 
particularly if the location of the find is known. 
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HE'T PUBLICATIONS 

The editor has received a copy of HReport on the Investic;ation of the 
Scalp Creek site, 39 ()·l, and the Ellis Creek site 39 Gr2, Gregory· County, 
South Dakot�, J,.rcheolortical Studies, Oircul£'..r No. 411 from the South De.kota 
.tl.rch2.eologicJ.l Com:nission, Pierre, S. Do.kotc:'.. Its author is Dr. 1'Vesley R. 
Hurt, Jr. 

• 

Those of you who attended the field trip e.nd mooting in Cherokee 12st 
spring v;ill recal_l Dr. Hurt's talk, and the slides he s110Y!ed on the Sc2lp 
creek site. Eis written report is equally interesting. Members of the 
Society throughout :tow2. aro likely to seo strong resemblances bohYecn the 
pottery Dr. Hurt illustr,:ites .'.'nd th"t in their own localities. Copies of the 
report can be obto.ined .rt a reasonable price by e.ddressing: 

Dr. rrcsley R. Hurt, Jr., Director, 
C/v0r Museum 

TJniversity of South Dakota, 
iJ ormillion, South Dc:i.kota 

L8SENCE OF T:-!3 EDITOR 

Beginninc Oct<>ber 27 and continuing through lfovember 28, your editor 
will be on vaca·�.ion. Any correspo::i.dence addressod to him in McGregor will be 
forwarded, but it is suggested that ci.nything intendod for the NK'!SLEITER be 
sent instead to the ;)ecretary-Trcasurer, Mrs. A. I. H'l.son whose address is 

2307 B Ave. N.E. 
Oedar Rcc'.Jids, Iowa 

During this V!CC1tion the editor intends to visit Mr. Carl H. Chapm2n, 
Professor of Anthrop)logy at the University of Missouri� and to attend the 
Plains .Archeological Conference in Lincoln, Nebrask2., November 26, 27, end 28. 
On his re turn : he wil:. report to the members of the society on c:.nything import­
ant that he learns thore. He also hopes to cRrry on a limited archeological 
survey in Kay County, Oklahoma, weather conditions pe�itting. 

Mll!IBOGR:•PHING JOB 

r:lost of you d·) not kno· r that the Society now ovms its own .A .. B. Dick 
Mimeograph, purchased this su:nmer to facilitate the job of getting out material 
to you and to prospe:tive members. This issue is the first to be turned out 
on it, n.nd any short-comings nre not the mrichine's fault. Rather, tho typist, 
who is using her portablu typewriter and finds it a bit light for the job, e.nd 
her husbnnd-assistr-.nt �'lho is as inoxper�_enced as she is in oper<".ting the cri ttor 
are to be blamed. fe hope to do better �s vro go along! The me.chi.nG, which is 
in Cedar Rapids, should be able to tc.-cke some of tho work off the editor, ·::ho is 
in McGregor, as you C'.ll know. In e.11 fairness, you should also know that this 
last i ten is written ·without his knovdedge 


