NZTSLETTER
of the
I0.., ARCHEOLOGIC.LL SOCIETY
Numbcr 6 ilcGregor, Iova Sentember, 1952

The Nowsletter has not appearcd for somc timec. There arc soveral
casons for this. Onc of the forcmost has heen o lack of news, and when enough
ncws did accumulcate, the Editor found that he ras too nresszd for time to sict onc
out. .8 a result, this Newslettor will summerize the Socicty's doings for scveral
monthis.

SPRING HEZTING

The Iora archeoloricel Socicty held its sccond [nnual Spring Meet-
ing 2t the Sanford lMuscum in Cherokee, Iovre, Sunday, May 18, 1952. The mecting was
a very intcerosting onc, with a wrell rounded prozrem that was cnjoyed by e11. The
meeting opencd “rith o busincss mcotinge of tho socicty in which officcrs vere
slected for the coming yeore.e Tho officers clected —rore as followse

Prcsident: Dre M. Po ficld, Decorah, Iowva

Vice-Presidentse “is Do Frenkforter, Sanford Huscum, Chcrokee, Iowra

Lowrell S. #Miller, Davenport Publie *fuscum,
Davenport, Towa

Se ..e Cohepan, Henry 7. Crout Historical ifuseun,
Jaterloo, Iora

Prul n. Rourc, Glomiood, Iowa

7o Je Konnody, Effigy ifounds Hational ionument,
TicGrecor, Towa

Sccretary-Troasurer: (irs. ... L. iason, 2307 B .ive., Ne B., Ceder
Rapids, Iowa

Lditor: Jilfred D. Logen, Effigy ounds Netional Zionument,
“.cGrezor, Iowa

.. discussion of thc question of ..rticles of Incorporation for the
Socicty, and a rcading of o trial sct of articlces of incorporstion rcsulted in a
proposal that the articles be reviscd and submitted to the mombers of the Socicty
at a leter date. .5 s decided at the meoting, thesc will be mimeographed and
mallud to you 2t an carly datc. then they arc, rcad them carefully, and be surc to
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votc as to whether or not you approve of theme The trial sct of articles were given
to ilr, Don Henkens of Chcrokce for rcvision. lir. Hankcns has madc scveral pood sug=
sestions concerning them which wrill be reflected in changes in the original scot of
articlcs.

Followring o lunchcon ot the Hotecl Lewis in Cherokee, the members of
the socicty returncd to the Sanford iluscum, vwherc they heerd a paper by Mr. Clinton
Lawycr of Ourlecw, Iowa, on the "Arikara Indians%. This was followcd by e peper by
Dr. "esloy Re Hurt, Jr., Dircctor of tho Te Ye Over :Muscum, Vermillion, South Dakota.
Dr. Hurt gavc an intercsting talk, illustrated vith color slides on "South Dakota
arcncolory",  ifter Dr. Hurt's talk, the members of the socicty were teken on a short
ficld trip to a 1'ill Creck village sitc north of Cherokec. Herc, Drs Hurt and lir.
Logan rcconstructcd briefly the picture of life on a 1iill Crcck village sitc. The
aemhers of tho socicty picked uwp surface material, most of which was turned over to
lire Frankfortcr for thc collecctions of the Sanford liuscum.

This mccting was a very successful onc. Thosc of us who attended owe
the Northwest Chaptor of the Iowa ircheological Socicty, fr. and lirs. W. Do Frank-—
forter, and the Sanford ifuscum a vote of thanks for thcir cfforts in making this
mceting a successful cvent. Dr. Turt is to be thankod for joining us at the mecting
and for a most intcrcsting prescntation of archeologicel rescarch in South Dakota.
fuch of hat Dr. Hurt ha? to say beers dircctly on the archeolosical picturc in
Nerthwzst Iowra. His work is of cspecial intcrest to members in that region. T'r,
Lawyer is to bc thanked for his prescentation of Lrikara history. Mr. Lawyer's cn-
thusiasm is of thc type which is nceded in our orsanizetion.

ARCHEOLOGICAL FIELTITORX IN NORTHIAST IOTA

From the middle of HMay through Scptember 15 of this ycar, the National
Park Scrvice has carricd on a scrics of archcological excavations in and ncar Effigy
ilounds Natjonal Monumont. The work was carried out by Mr. Paul L: Bcaubien, Arch-
cologist, Region Two Office, National Park Scrvice, Omaha Nebraska, and by Wilfred
D. Loran, archecologist, Bffigy iiounds National :‘onument. :Ir. Bcaubicn made extensive
cxcavations in the Sny Magill Mound Group south of McGregor, and in addition, cxcav-
ated a mound cast of headquartcrs at Effigy Mfourids National lonuments Mr. Logan cox-
cavated ound 33 atop thc bluff northcast of *onuncnt Headquertcrs. In the Sny Ma-
i1l group five mounds werc cxcavated., Onc of these was a bird cffigy mound, while
the other four were conical mounds. 4 fow additional tests were made in an attempt
to find villagc sitces. The cxcavetions brought to light much intercsting information.
Pottery from two of the conical mounds indicated a rclationship to Hopewell., This
pottery was fairly soft and fragile, and grit-tompcred. The color was reddish-brown.
The vesscl shape was probably wide-mouthed with a2 conoidal basc and a slight shoulder.
The 1ip of the pot was roundaod. The dccoration was carricd out in zonces beginning
at thce rim. These decorations had been apnlicd while the clay was still wet with a
vericty of implements -- singlc cord impressions, cord-wrappced sticks, and dentate
stamping had becn cmployed. In onc of the mounds two lerge leaf-shaped blades werc
found along with threc arrow points and many sphcrical copper beads. This mound also
conteined meny burials concentrated in a small arce. Thesc lay on a laycr of red
ocher vaint. Red ocher paint surrounded the leaf-shapcd blades and coppcer beads as
wcll. One mound turnced out to be a garbage heap made by whites in historic times.
Bge shells and an old medicine bottle were among the objocts in this refuss heap.
snother mound contained two burials and thrce small triangular points.

In Effigy Mounds National Monumcnt itsclf, two mounds wcrc excavated.
In onc, two undisturbed burials werce found, onc of which had a copner breastplate



associated with it. TFragmonts of coarscly woven cloth were found on the breastplate
prescrved by the copper salts. The other burial had threc tubular copper beads in
association with it. The other mound excavatcd within the monument contained bedly
presoerved perts of scven skclotons in a roctangular pit dug belew the original soil
surface. In the niddle of this pit was anotiier copner breastplatc. Tt, too had
fragnents of toxtilzs prescrved on its surfacc.

Over & period of scveral months, monbaers of the Iouve archcological
Socicty in northeast Iovra have been carrying on a smell cxcavaticn in Spike Follow
itock Sholter ncar Watervillic, Towa undur the dirsction of MMr. Logan. Dr. Ficld,
Ifr. C. 3. Chasc, Dele Honning, George Kjome and John Hodgson, all of Decorah, =und
e Stan Bochtel of Monona, all have participated in this projcct at onc tine or
aaother. The deposits in the shelter iwrcre shallor, but produced much interosting
information. The only actval supernosition of nmaterizi to bz noted was the obvious
onc of Oncota pottery over Middle and Late Toodland wottzry. The Iiddle and Late
VoodL(nd material, hoveover, was a2ll found in thoe samc lzyer, and showod no vertical
sopavation. 4 sorics of contrecting and narallcl--sided stomned projoctilc points,
sice~notched and corncr-rotched points wore associated with the Ididdle and Late Yood=-
land pottery: Ultimetely, & rcport on this work will appcar in thce Journel.

RECENT COLZMUNICATIONS

In July, Lir. Meuricc O. Leonard sent the cditor tracings of a cache
of ten large projectilc points from Valley Tovmship, Scetion 21 ncar Guthric Coenter,
Tova. These points, onc of which is illustrated bolow (Fig. 1), arc all very similar
in shapc and sige. They arc side-notched, and of a si_c¢ and shape which indicate
that they may be associated with the nrchalc cultures in Towa. They show sinilarity
to points found ncer Potosi, Wisconsin in an 01ld Coppcr site. Points like thenm
wore found at Starved Rock in Illinois and in Grehanm Cave in Missouri. ‘herever

thoy have bocen found, they have been associated with relatively cerly cultures. Ve
mirht cxpcct to find thom on a similar time horigon in Iowa. The point below is
actual size:

e e,
/‘_/——/'-‘ e e

/..—/ Iy ;



L

If any members have similar points in their collections, and have
good informction on them, that is «=- wherc they were found, location of the nearcst
wrater, other materials found on the samc sitce, ctc., the cditor would apprcicate
receiving such information together with tracings of the points and any othcr art-

ifacts found on thc same site with the—.

iflr. Myrtle L. Jones, Custodian of Ledges State Park, has sent a trac-

ing of a sinilar point which he found in the Statc Park arca. This point is illus-
This point is also ol a typc which has becn found in pre-

trated below (Fig. 2).
pottery or irchaic sites clscwherc in the fiddle Test:
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Firure 2

Mre. Paul R. Rowc of Glenwood, onc of our Viecc-Presidents, and an
aclive mcmber of the socisty, scends us a drewing of a "Thundcrbird®, madc in shell,
which was found on the Green farm ncar Glenwood during the Missouri River flood this

=
spring. Tnis intcresting shell ornamcnt is illustrated below:

NEV MEMBERS

Sincc the beginning of the new fiscal ycar the following ncew members
have becen welcomed to the Iowa Arcacological Socicty:

Aboriginal Rescarch Club of Dctroit, Royal Oak, Mich., Norman W. Beck,
Columbia, Illinois, Chestcr H. Bragg, South Bend, Ind., Dr. W. L. Brosius, Dctroit,
Michigan, Ralph Browning, Verona, Missouri, John Burmcister, Preston, Iowa, Zarl




Chcescbro, Niota, I1l., Maurice O. Leonard, Guthric Center, Iowa, Mark Ds Ford, Cecder
Fa2lls, Iowa, Dalc L. Fritcher, Nashua, Iowa, Fred Gluck, Davenport, Iowa, Iowa
Yasonic Librery, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Clarcncc Ohlson, Cherokecc, Iowe, Peabody iiuscum
Library, Cambridgc, Mass., St. Joscph Muscum Society, St. Joscph, lissouri, Dr. C. J.
Schneberger, Clinton, Iowa, ifiss Viola Schwarz, Decorah, Iowa, Mrs. dnn Scverson,
Decorsh, Iowa, #re. Goale Singlcton, Vapcllo, Iowa, 'l. 0. Taltermeyer, Ccdar Ranids,
To:a, 3Jarl illiams, Test Dos ioincs, Iowa, ifre ond Mrs. T. M. Tright, Dccorah, Iowre.

The socicty apprcciates such active support. Our membership is risin
monthly. Not a littlc of thc creodit for this is duc to our cnergetic ncw Scerctary-
Treasurer, Mrs. A. I. Mason, of Ccdar Rapids. She is doing a finc job in carrying
on thc membership drive, but shc cannot work singlc-handedly. Don't fail to give
her assistance. If you know somcone who you think would be intcrested in our organ-
ization, tell him (or her) about it, and lct Mrs. llason know who to scnd membership
information to. Shc will be glad to supply memborship blanks to you, or to anysnc
you might wish to havc join our organization. Don't forgzct her address:

2307 B Avenuc, N. E.
Ccdar Rapids, Iowe

SXPLANS.TION OF THE FISCiL YELR
OPER.LTION OF THE SOCIETY

Mrs. lason informs us that thcerc has been somc misundcrstanding of the
rcnewal of memberships at the end of the month of Junc. Our socicty, at thc present
timc, opcrates on a fiscal ycarly basis. Moenboerships arc duc ot July 1 of any given
vear, and arc in offcct until the following July 1. Memberships paid any time with-
in tnis yoar from July to July cntitle the membcers to 211 the publications of the soc-
it Tor that yeer. In other words, a mombor who joined the soclety in January, 1953
yould be entitled to a1l of Volume 2 of the Journal (which becgan with the July issuc),
and all of thc Newsletters from July, 1952 to July 1953. Lt some time in the future,
it is hopcd that we may bce able to change our program in order to opecratc with the
calendar year. The fiscal ycarly progran of opcration camc about duc to the fact
thet our socicty got under way in July of 1951. Volumc 1 of the Journal had only
three numbers in it. This was duc to the fact that we had nothing to publish in the
July issuc. If you have felt that your membership ducs should not be paid at the
time noticces were sent in July, we hope that the above explenation will clecer up tho
difficulty for you.

THE ELLISON ORE FUID

You will recall that in Volume 1, No. 2 of the Journal we mentioncd
that Dr. H. P, Field had started a fund fer cxtra illustrations in the Journal. We
ca’led this the Ellison Orr fund in honor of his friend, the latc Ellison Orr of
Waukon., Contributions to this fund have been a littlc slowe To datc we have had
thrce contributions: Dr. II. P. Ficld, Dr. Varrcn Haycs of Vaukon, and ifiss Jennic
‘lritteker of Amcs.

Your cditor is particularly intercstcd in sccing this fund grow, for
the cost of printing is high, and thc cost of cuts higher still. Linc drawings,; such
as have illustrated Mr. Rowc's erticle, arc less cxpensive than half-tone cngravings,
however, such illustrations arc not as cffective in illustrating pottery, for cxampic.




Only half-tonc engravings from good photographs illustratc such things well. For
this rcason your editor would especially apprcciatc any contributions to such a
fund, for he would likc to scc thc Journal show constant improvement.

e e ot ot

JOINT MEETING OF THE NORTHEAST IOTA CHAPTER
LND THE IOJ. SOCIETY OFf THE ARCHAEOLOGIC,L INSTITUTE OF AMERICA

The Northcest Chaptcer of the Iowa Archcological Socicty end the mem-
bers of the Iowa Socicty of the archacological Institute of hAmerica will hold a joint
meeting at Effigy Mounds Netional lfonument and the McGregor Heights Fotel, Saturdey,
October L. This is not a rcgular mccting of the Iowa Archeological Socicty, but all
socicty members arc cordially invited to attend. A short program and lunchcon vwill
be held at the McGregor Heights Eotcl. This will be followed by a ficld trip to
BEffigy Mounds National Monumcnt. This should bec a good outing. Plan to come if you
possibly can, for the Fall colors in the McGregor arca should be at their height at

his tine. You will gt an opportunity to scc some magnificent scenery in addition
to visiting an interesting archcological site.

The date of the Annual Fall llceting of the Iowa ircheological Society
is tentative as yet. Your Sccrctary-Trcasurcr will notify you of the time. It will
bc held at the Davenport Public Muscum in Davenport, Iowa. The Davenport Muscum is
fortunate in having cxtensive and outstending collections of material from 2 wide
variety of archcological sitess Be sure to keep the Fall Mceting in mind, and plan
to attend when final notification takes place.

CHANGES OF /DDRESS

licmbers whosc address has changed during the past ycar should notify
the scerctary-treasurcr in order that they will receive the Journal and tvhe Nows -
letter regularly. The editor would elso like to remind you that if you have nay
ncws, scnd it on to him. Nowsletters will not be so fewr and far between if more news
of socicty members and their activitics is channcled to the editor.

PUBLICATIONS

The editor has been asked to announce that he has a s:pply of apnli-
cations for membership in the Socicty for fmerican frchacelogy. This is the organi-
zation which puts out /merican “ntlaulty. In addition to fcur issucs of Amcrican
intiquity cach year, a flemoir is scnt to mombers. liembership in the Socicty for
cmerican  srchacclogy is $6.00 per yoa;. Tt is o very worthwhile membership, for the
Jjourral, Amcrican Antiquity is a vory ! 1 quelity publication containing articles
on the latust ae wicpments in Ancrican h.cb wolegy.  Any meaber cf the Iowa Archcolog-
icall Sncinty who i3 interostoed o Jolaing the Scciety for Amcerican sirchacology may

~btalin ea applicatior olank Ly writing to your cditor at Box K, McGregor, Towa.

By this timc all or you should have rcceived an announcemcent from the
University of Chicago Pross conccer-ing a pre-publication offcr for chhpologi cf the
Eastern United Statcs, cdited by D. James B. CGriffin of the University of !lChlPan.
Ycur cditor weula iike to urge thosce of you who arc strongly interestced in Lastern
U. S. archeology to take advantage cf thie offer. Su~h beoks go out of print rapidly
and arc quite worthwhile. Your cditor has sccn several of the articlies contained in
this volume whilc they were in manuscript form before thoy werc published, and he
feels safe in saying thet this is an important work.




The cditor has also becn asked to amnouncc that the Plains ircheolog-
ical Conference is open to membership for amatcur archceologists,. liembership dues
are $2.00 per year, end should be paid to Mr., Franklin Fenenpa, Laboratory of Arch-
| 20logy, miversity of Webraskae, Einccln, Ncbreska.
a Neowsletter, and the Preccedings

The Pi=zins Confcrcnce publishes
5 of the annurl Plains irchacological Conferences.

| as -~ , — . X . . .
Since much of the material roycrted in thess publications has a beoring on Jestern
| Towa, membors in that part

of the state in particular may be intercsted in member-
| ship in this orgnrnization.

Your editor hcsitates to place himself in the position of plugeing
'mis ovm publicaticn, but the Missouri Jrchacological Socicty has rccently published
\Jemoir Noe 2, which is cntitled: "Grsham Cave, an srchaic Sitz in Montgomery County,
~isscuri®, by Jilfrcd D. Logan, with an Jppendix: "Recent Excavetions in Graham Cave",
‘by Carl H. Chopman, University of lfissouri. Sincc the cost of publication of this
rcport was quite high, the Missouri Archacological Society is desirous of sclling
lindividual copics of the kemoir to non-members. The pricc per copy of this paper

|is $1.00. Copics may be obtained by writing to Carl H. Chapman, Sccrctary, Missouri

|irchacological Socicty, Room 15, Switzler Hall, University of Missouri, Columbia,
‘Pissouri.

| That is all for this time —— remember the moctings, and dont't forget
to give your scerctary~trcasurcr full coopcration in the membership drive. Shet's do-
‘ing a wonderful job for us, but she can't do it alonc.



