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Mid-America Paleontology Society_________________________  Summer, 1983

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Summer is upon us. This issue of the DIGEST 
ends another season. Expect your next DI
GEST late in September. A quick capsule of 
what is happening at MAPS headquarters.

A visit to an attorney by Board members has 
set in motion legal wheels to qualify MAPS 
as a "fraternal society devoting its net 
earnings exclusively to charitable, scien
tific, literary, and educational purposes."
The translated legal jargon means MAPS will 
soon have tax exempt status. The major 
benefit to you will be your donations to the 
auction at EXPO will then be deductible. Any 
clubs which identify themselves with MAPS 
will be able to enjoy the same legal status 
as MAPS.

Membership changes somewhat but we continue 
to grow. MAPS is assuming leadership in 1) 
establishing an International List of Pale
ontological Societies. (Several other paleo 
societies have had similar ideas. Probably 
all that is needed is the structure to cause 
this to happen). Elsewhere in this issue is 
that beginning. Perhaps such a list will be 
well enough organized to be incorporated into 
the 1984 Membership Directory; and 2) estab
lishing greater communication between the 
pure scientist and the lay scientist. Support 

(continued page 2)

JULY —  NO MAPS MEETINGS OR FIELD TRIPS SCHEDULED

8 July —  Eastern Federation
10 Charleston, WV

14 July —  Midwest Federation 
17 Kalamazoo, Ml

4 Aug —  Northwest Federation
7 Spokane, WA

5 ^u9 MAPS MEETING —  Bedford Rock Swap
6 Bedford, Indiana
7 MAPS Program, Friday evening

3 Sept -- MAPS FIELD TRIP —  Humboldt Quarry
4 Humboldt, Iowa
5 Alberta Cray, Cedar Rapids, IA

9 Oct —  MAPS FIELD TRIP —  You'll hear more.
Don Good, Aledo, IL

28 Oct —  Austin Paleontology Show —  MAPS
29 "FOSSILMANIA" —  Pottsboro, TX, 8 mi.
30 west of Denison -- Don O'Neil

8919 Georgian Dr., Austin, TX 87853
11 Nov —  South Central Federation
12 Dallas, TX

5 Nov —  MAPS MEETING —  Augustana College 
Rock Island, IL

1984 —  EXPO VI —  APRIL 13, 14, 15. READY?!

I f A LOVE OF FOSSILS BRINGS US TOGETHER"
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(continued from page 1)SECRETARY'S REPORT

The May meeting of MAPS was called to order 
at IBEW Hall, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, May 7,
1983, by pro tern chairman, Peggy Wallace.
18 members attended. Treasurer, Allyn 
Adams reported the May 1 balance $5,6637.32. 
Gil Norris moved the report be accepted,
Bud Cray seconded, motion was carried.

There were 3 items of new business. Don 
Good moved that A1 Adams, Gil Norris and 
Madelynne be appointed a committee to meet 
with the lawyer to explore a tax exempt 
status for MAPS, that the committee be em
powered to act on the recommendations of 
the attorney and that MAPS will assume 
costs. Bud Cray seconded the motion. It 
was carried.

Gil Norris moved that specifications for 
sponsoring EXPO 86 be published in the 
DIGEST. Any agency wishing to sponsor EXPO 
should submit an application by February 1,
1984. Members will vote at EXPO 84. Bud 
Cray seconded the motion. It was carried.

Gil Norris moved that the editor publish in 
the DIGEST information about the Interna
tional List of Paleontological Societies 
we know about and solicit information about 
other like groups. A tentative meeting of 
representatives of these groups is suggested 
for FOSSILMANIA, Pottsboro, Texas, October 
28 - 30, 1983. to discuss the formation of a 
Fossil Confederation. Don Good seconded the 
motion. It was carried.

A1 Adams reported that the MAPS information 
sheet needed to be rewritten and reprinted.

Field trips for the summer of 1983 are May 
15 Tama/Montour with the Cedar Rapids Club, 
June 4-5 Winterset, Iowa meet at city park 
at 10 o'clock, Bob Wolfe and John Po^e lead
ers. Second or third weekend of June, Osk- 
aloosa, Iowa, Jeff Nekola, leader. August, 
Bedford Swap, September, Labor Day weekend 
Humbolt Quarry, Rockford, Iowa, October, Don 
Good leader site to be announced in Septem
ber DIGEST.

Meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted 
Peggy Wallace, Secretary

.u  ju  -u  JU

to MAPS by Harrell Strimple and Dr. N. Gary 
Lane is invaluable, also Dr. Charles Petersen 
and Dr. John Chiment and more recently graduate 
student Alan Goldstein. In the exchange bul
letins more and more articles appear by profes
sional paleontologists and more and more pro
grams are handled by professional paleontolo
gists. A publication to incorporate these arti
cles from the International List of Paleontolo
gical Societies would be exciting. One paleon
tological society already has begun such a pub
lication and is mailing it internationally (see 
THE MOSASAUR p. 3 ), and, of course, Dr. Richard 
Casanova's FOSSIL QUARTERLY. More of you are 
discovering new species and with the cooperation 
of the pure scientist are helping to fill evolu
tionary gaps and crevices.

The DIGEST has enough professional substance 
to be of interest to at least one University li
brary so this year a thrust will be made to have 
it accessible to more geologic environments. 
Pretty heady and a bit frightening.

There are field trips scheduled throughout the 
summer and early fall, (see Calendar of Events). 
It's never too soon to be gathering specimens for 
EXPO VI. Be careful when collecting whether by 
the sea, a road cut, a quarry, a mine, a mountain 
top, or a glade.

Wherever the warm days of summer take you may 
you find friends and those gorgeous, awesome fos- 
sils--both testimony to a Supreme Being.

JU .U  -L  J, J.

July in the midwest is usually too hot to make 
field trips practical. However, Labor Day Week
end Alberta Cray, 1125 J Avenue, N.W., Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52405, has planned for a visit to 
the quarry at Humboldt, Iowa. Plans are to meet 
in the Hy Vee parking lot at 10:00 a.m., Satur
day September 3. Some of you visited this quarry 
last year. To those of you who did not, it was 
a good trip. Put the date on your calendar and 
contact Alberta if you are interested.

A new member from Bolivia means we have opened up 
a new continent. This is probably thanks to the 
efficiency and hard work of former Publicity Chair 
man, R. W. Heinish, Indianhead Park, Illinois.
(a challenge, Tom— we're in 5 continents, want 
to try for 6?)

FIELD TRIPS

Phone correction CARLOS BAZAN 512-366-2377
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The October field trip scheduled the first 
Saturday of 0ctober--0ctober 1. Don Good, 
Aledo, Illinois, will lead us to tantal
izing fossils. The first issue in the fall 
will precede that field trip so look for
ward to the DIGEST the end of September and 
more information .

jclckick

ALERT

A bill has been introduced in Congress, 
HR2379, National Parks 6 Monuments Buffer 
Zone Bill, which would put a 10-mile buffer 
zone around parks and monuments. This bill 
was introduced by Congressman Seiberling, 
Ohio. There is a power struggle in the 
house (sic) right now. Seiberling wants to 
be the powerhouse on environment.

There is an urgency to put pressure on Con
gressman (sic) NOW, as Seiberling wants to 
introduce bill (sic) on July 11.

Such a bill will affect mining, rockhounding, 
as well as fossil collecting....

A toll free Hail gram number is l (800) 257- 
2241___

Judy Owyang
West Los Angeles, CA

'k'k'b'k'k

THE MOSASAUR

A New Paleontological Journal, published by 
the Delaware Valley Paleontological Society, 
ISSN 0736-3907.

The Delaware Valley Paleontological Society, 
an association of amateur and professional 
paleontologists, has published the first is
sue of THE MOSASAUR, a new paleontological 
journal. The first issue is over 120 pages 
in length. The price: $6.00 for individuals
$12.00 for institutions. Checks/bank drafts/ 
international money orders in US dollars 
should be made payable to the Delaware Val
ley Paleontological Society and sent to:

The Mosasaur
c/0 William B. Gallagher 
Department of Geology D4 
University of Pennsylvania 
240 South 33rd Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104

THE MOSASAUR will have a unique niche among 
paleontological journals with the types of

articles that it will publish and the audience 
to which it will be directed. An editorial 
policy for the journal has been designed to 
bridge the gap between the amateur and profes
sional communities, publishing articles of in
terest to all.

Since most of the paleontological journals being 
published are specialized and quite narrow in 
scope, there are certain types of information 
that have no easy outlet for publication. These 
include paleobiogeographic data locality des
criptions, collection and preparation techni
ques, and the history of paleontology, to name 
a few. THE MOSASAUR will publish articles on 
these subjects, written by both amateurs and 
professionals. All articles selected by the 
editors will be refereed, (sic).

*****

OPEN LETTER

To all of the MAPS officers and members who 
helped put on Expo V, and members who attended, 
thanks for a terrific time. It was great see
ing old friends and making new ones. Although 
the prime purpose of MAPS Expo is the exchang
ing of fossils the exchanging of knowledge and 
fellowship are, to us, even more rewarding.

The field trip, on Monday, was great the sun 
warming us as we collected. Once again, to all 
involved, many thanks and we hope to see you 
in Texas in October.

Jim and Sylvia Konecny 
Prescott, AZ*****

INVERTEBRATE FOSSILS
MOORE, LALICKER, FISCHER

The price of this reference has been $26. Re
cently when William F. Ray, 10 Tamwood Circle, 
Simpsonvi11e, SC 29681, set out to buy a copy 
he found the price had advanced to $45. Quite 
an increase.

If anyone has a second copy or knows of a book 
store with a lower price, please contact William.

*****
BOOK DEALERS

Albert G. Clegg, 312 W. Broad Street, Eaton 
Rapids, Ml 48827 —  517-663-8428

Some MAPS members have had good luck here.

page 3
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BOOK DEALERS, Continued

This dealer has been listed twice but letters 
are returned. Thanks to Irene Offeman, 
Houston, Texas, here it is again:

Raymond N. Pheifer, 9119 Benthos Dr. 
Houston, TX 77083

* * * * *

BOOK REVIEW

Fossils: The Key to The Past

by Richard Fortey 
Van Nostrand-Reinhold, $24.95

This work can best be termed an introductory 
primer and survey for the amateur enthusiast. 
Mr. Fortey starts at ground zero, detailing 
some of the curious history of paleontology 
and the succession of hypotheses that have been 
supplied to explain the presence of fossils 
in rocks.

The declared orientation of this book is on 
'the process' of paleontological knowledge and 
technique. Discussion of the nature of geolo
gical time and radiometric dating systems 
mixes with classification of preservation modes 
and synopses of basic stratigraphy, continental 
drift and other geological dynamics. Mr.
Fortey makes a studied effort to introduce the 
reader to terms and concepts crucial to further 
understanding of fossils, highlighting these 
for ready reference.

Illustrations and pictures have a distinct Bri
tish emphasis and are quite adequate even 
though the author vows that pictures are of 
secondary importance to the text. However, 
there is the possibility that the reader may 
be mislead by an indistinct differentiation be
tween the numbering of plates and the number
ing of pictures.

While this work deals with various themes in 
progressive sections, this reviewer felt that 
these analytical tools could have been more 
invitingly exposed and arrayed through a case- 
method approach to an exemplary fossil locality 
This would have given some pep to the book. As 
a final note not to be diminished in these days 
of substitute materials, I must compliment the 
publishers for giving us a volume of robust 
physical construction.

Edward Hennessey
Long Beach, California

NEW BOOK —

The Genesee Valley Fossil Section, Rochester 
Academy of Science has just published a Guide 
to Fossil Collecting in New York State by John 
A. Rivers and Richard D. Hamel 1. The book con
tains a short description of the various phy
lum of fossils and how to collect as well as 
identify and catalog them. Fossil collecting 
sites are listed for forty-three of the counties 
in the state. The publication which has 98 
pages including 17 plates may be ordered for 
$7-50 plus $1.75 for postage and handling from 
John A. Rivers, 47 Revel la Street, Rochester,
NY 14609. Checks should be made payable to 
Genesee Valley Fossil Section, RAS.

John A. Rivers 
Rochester, New York

/V /V A fT A

SEDIMENTARY NOTES —  This time they're a plea.

Dr. Charles J. Peterson, Department of Physics, 
University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65201, 
would be interested in trading for some old 
Geological Survey folios.

Richard D. Hamel 1, Dept, of Geosciences, Mon
roe Community College, 1000 E. Henrietta Rd., 
Rochester, NY 14623 needs some assistance.
He wants to get in touch with the person who 
sold the "dinosaur" coins (from cereal boxes) 
at the EXPO.

Madelynne Lillybeck, 1039 - 33rd St. Ct.,
Moline, IL 61265, would like to locate who
ever it was at EXPO who had the opalized pely- 
copods. *

.U  JU JU y - J.

NEEDS YOUR HELP

John A. Rivers 47 Revel la Street, Rochester,
NY 14609 is gathering comments to be used in 
forming a guide list for use in fossil trading.

This is a request for comments from the member
ship. John would like to obtain comments on: 
how to determine what and how much to send in 
to a swap; determine the quality of the speci
mens and how much importance to put on quality 
and preparation; how much and what information 
should be supplied with the specimen; any 
other comment which can be used in making a 
satisfactory swap.

When the guide list is completed you will 
hear more.

4
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SCENE II

Some time ago MAPS Board of 
Directors decided to send 
out "feelers" to known Pal- 
eological Societies to see 
how fossil lovers across the 
nation felt about establish
ing an International List of 
Paleological Societies and 
through it, ultimately, an 
international list of fossil 
lovers and, of at least equal 
importance, communication be
tween the pure scientist and 
the lay-scientist. This de
cision was prompted because 
MAPS had been approached by 
other paleo societies regard
ing some sort of internation
al communication.

KA.P.S.

Gil Norris and Madelynne 
Lillybeck were appointed to 
write a letter suggesting 
some ideas for an internation 
al fossil society of some 
sort. That letter was draft
ed and mailed to 15 paleonto
logical societies 21 lay-sci
entists, and 11 profession
als across the United States 
and Canada— no continent 
except North America..

The response to the mailing 
indicated a definite inter
est in an international or
ganization of some sort.

U  March 83

To A H  Paleontological Societies and Interested Collectors

HAPS has received many inquiries from people interested in fossils expressing 
concern for the future of non-professional paleontological societies. It has 
become apparent there is a need for some sort of national or international struc
ture to coordinate the activities of the societies to which these people belong.

With this letter HAPS is, therefore, contacting as many paleontological societies 
as have come to our attention at this writing to see if this is the time to estab
lish a national or international non-profit paleontological network.

This network, which would be designed to serve the interests of paleontological 
people everywhere, could:

1. Establish a calendar of non-professional paleontological events throughout 
North America and other continents.

2. Establish a directory of collectors from around the world.

3. Expand communications with professional paleontologists.

A. Establish one national gathering to be rotated annually among the regions.

5. Establish a unified body to speak on such issues as fossil collecting on Fed
eral lands.

6. Establish visiting rights to meetings and field trips (when In the area) of 
all paleontological societies.

HAPS realizes to accomplish the above objectives a board would be needed with each 
area society having equal voice.

Please send your society and/or individual reactions to the above letter to:

Hr.. Gil Norris Hrs. Hadelynne Lillybeck
2623 - 3*th Avenue Ct. or 1039 - 33rd Street Court 
Rock Island, IL 61201 Holine, IL 61265

Remember this is a study inspired by fossil collectors not all of whom belong to 
HAPS. No one ever dreamed HAPS would evolve as it has. What will be the evolu
tion of this proposal?

HAPS Committee for the Study of Coordinating Paleo Activities

It has been suggested that each society send 2 delegates to meet at FOSSILMANIA in Pottsboro, 
Texas, October 28-30 to discuss the feasibility of an international paleontological network.

Vc  ̂^

THE AUSTIN PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY was formed to promote interest in the Science of Paleontol 
ogy, to encourage the study, preservation and exhibiting of paleontological material and to 
assist the professional and non-professional collector.

The Austin Paleontological Society meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month, January 
through November, at 7:00 p.m. in the Walnut Creek Branch Library meeting room, North Lamar 
Blvd. and Rundberg Lane, Austin, Texas. Dues $5.00 per mailing address. PALEO NEWSLETTER

BUFFALO GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. The Geological Section of the Buffalo Society of Natural 
Sciences, Inc., holds regular meetings the first Friday of the month, October to June, in 
the Humboldt Room of the Buffalo Museum of Science. Membership is $6, family; $5, individual 
For further information write the Geological Section of BSNS, Inc., Buffalo Museum of Science 
Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo, NY 14211, c/o N. Yaskow, Treasurer.

page 5
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DR. DAVE BOHASKA, Calvert Marine Museum,
P.0. Box 97, Solomons, MD 20688. Very 
little known except this is a small very 
competent group.

THE CHICAGO AREA PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY has 
been formed to promote: ^Continual Educa
tional Interests in Areas of Paleontology 
*Closer Working Relationships Among Amateurs 
and Professionals *Dissemination of New In
formation and Research

SERIOUS AMATEUR PALEONTOLOGISTS INVITED FOR 
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP

Full Program and Study Guide Provided For 
Active Members at Meeting

Paper presentations at meetings have in
cluded: Ordovician Fauna— Plateville Fm;
Pennsylvanian Period— Shrimp; Echinoderms—  
Starfish; Pit 15— Pennsylvanian Period.

Meeting Information: Second Saturday of
Each Month, 7:00 pm, Blue Island Community 
Service Center, 12812 S. Western Avenue,
Blue Island, IL 60406.

For more information write or call: David
Hutchison, 1506 Holly Lane, Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 838 8599 or
Paul Caponera, 2339 Collins Street, Blue Is
land, IL 60406 (312) 389 4452.

THE DELAWARE VALLEY PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
is a non-profit organization which was found
ed in 1978 with the purpose of obtaining and 
sharing information on fossils in general, 
but particularly those of the Delaware Val
ley. Anyone with an interest in paleontol
ogy may join DVPS to further their interest 
in this fascinating science.

Regular monthly meetings are held at 7:30 pm 
on the fourth Thursday of each month (except 
July and August) at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, 19th and the Parkway in Philadel
phia. Profession speakers are invited to 
these meetings and members are also encour
aged to present their experiences involving 
field work or other material of interest to 
the membership.

A monthly newsletter is sent to each member 
as part of their Society membership. It in
cludes information about the speaker and pro
gram topic for each upcoming meeting, field 
trips and events, committee meetings and top
ical information and essays.

+  <7—  *

Summer, 19ST3 ^ -

The annual journal, The Mosasaur, is current
ly mailed as an extra membership benefit.

DRY DREDGERS "an Association of Amateur Geolo
gists and Fossil Collectors". This group works 
closely with the University of Cincinnati 
Department of Geology, Cincinnati, OH 45221.

Coincidentally their annual fossil show and 
MAPS annual EXPO seem always to fall on the 
same dates. Dues are $6 family, $4 single, 
and $2 student. There is a monthly newsletter.

THE FLORIDA PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC., 
founded in 1978. A publication The Plaster 
Jacket is more like a brochure than the tra
ditional newsletter, (editor's opinion).

This organization is associated with the Flor
ida State Museum, University of Florida, Gain
esville, FL 32611.

Annual dues $6. Back issues of The Plaster 
Jacket $2.

This society sponsors 2 summer workshops on 
the Thomas Farm Dig. This is an annual event 
under the auspices of the University and 
Fossil birds are carefully hunted.

THE FOSSIL COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRAL
ASIA founded June, 1979> over 100 members.

F. C. Holmes, 15 Kenbry Rd., Heathmont, Vic. 
3135, Australia. "We need as many members as 
possible, provided of course they are genuinely 
interested in fossil collecting and the study 
of palaeontology. All we ask is that you 
tell your friends about the Association".

FOSSILS FOR FUN SOCIETY, INC, founded in 1964, 
236 members.

The Fossils For Fun Society is a non-profit 
organization formed with the purpose of promot
ing fellowship, to gain and disseminate know
ledge through the study of fossils.

A) In order to promote a better understanding 
of, and further interest in the study and en
joyment of fossils, artifacts, and related sub
jects; B) To seek, study, preserve and pre
sent educational displays of evidence of early

page 6
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fossil life; C) To publish and distribute ed
ucational information.

Educational meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month at the Sacramento Sci
ence Center, 3615 Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento 
95819. Special speakers, exhibits, refresh
ments and door prizes at each meeting. Guided 
field trips to fossil collecting areas as 
places are available. Expert amateur and pro
fessional persons are available to assist in 
classifying and identifying your materials.
We also have speakers available for organiza
tion and school programs. At the present time 
we have members in twenty six states, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and Saudi Arabia. A 
bulletin "Dinny's Doin's" is published eleven 
months of the year.

Membership $5 single, $2 each each additional 
family member. Junior $3

GENESEE VALLEY FOSSIL SECTION, ROCHESTER ACAD
EMY OF SCIENCE. Current membership 61 persons.

Meet on the first Tuesday of each month. At 
this time a speaker is present, usually from 
the professional geologists or paleontologists 
in this area. In addition to the professional 
speakers club members sometimes present the 
program. Membership is $11 per year.

Bulletin FOSSILETTER is sent monthly. Contact 
Treasurer, Jon Dombrowski, 36 Southcross Trail, 
Fairport, NY 14450. (This organization is un
usually cooperative and reinforcing in the 
world of paleontology— ed.)

MID-AMERICA PALEONTOLOGY SOCIETY (MAPS) was 
formed February, 1978, to promote popular in
terest in the subject of paleontology, to en
courage the proper collecting, study, prepar
ation, and display of fossil material; and to 
assist other individuals, groups, and institu
tions interested in the various aspects of pa
leontology.

Family membership $7, junior $5. Meetings 
the 1st Saturday of each month October thru 
May, 2 p.m. in the Science Building, Augustana 
College, Rock Island, IL 61201.

THE MONMOUTH AMATEUR PALEONTOLOGY SOCIETY (MAPS) 
(that's right, there are two of us. I just 
have that name and address but no information—  
ed.)

More information: Mr. Ralph Johnson, 57 Ocean-
port Avenue, W. Long Branch, NJ 17764.

PARKS PALAEONTOLOGY SOCIETY. This society 
is presently not so active as it once was but 
it is also our only contact in Canada at this 
time.

Write Hilda Finnigan, 601-700 Kingston Rd., 
Toronto, Ont. M4E IR4, Canada

THE PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON. 
Last known President, Frederick J. Collier, 
Collections Manager, Dept, of Paleobiology, 
Room 206 East, Smithsonian Institution, 10th 
6 Constitution Avenue, Washington DC 20560.

THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PALEONTOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. Founded 5 January I960, is a non
profit organization and pledges itself to work 
in co-operation with scientific institutions 
and for the preservation of the fossil record. 
Participation is invited in the program to 
collect, preserve and study paleontological 
material. The permanent mailing address is 
4755 Baltimore St., Los Angeles, CA 90042.

The Society meets on the first Thursday of 
each month at the George C. Page Museum, 5801 
Wilshire Blvd., Cos Angeles CA 90036.

Membership is (I believe, ed.) $10. Newsletter 
the BULLETIN is published bi-monthly.

Not all the above Societies received the Inter
national Network Letter (my own name, ed.) be
cause some names were received after the letter 
was sent. The organization, I realize is not 
even consistent, but it is a beginning for an 
exciting project by someone or ones.

A special thanks at this point to Stephen Far
rington, Delaware Valley Paleontological So
ciety, for his help and reinforcement. If 
there was an organization with Stephen, John 
Rivers, Rochester, NY, Arbor Hutchinson, Sac
ramento, CA, Gil Norris, Rock Island, IL and 
believe me, I would be a part of that organiza
tion, probably they'd be finding fossils on 
the moon by now. There are so many special 
people out there— yep, you'd have to add Jim 
6 Sylvia Konecney to that list.

Those people write encouraging all the time 
page 7
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Geology Department

ILLUSTRATING FOSSILS —  No. 5 Indiana University
Bloomington, IN **7**05

There are several choices as to type of black-and-white film to use with a 35 mm camera. Gen
erally speaking you will want to use a slow film, which is finer-grained, and grain-size becomes 
important if you enlarge the negative very much. Kodak Panatomic-X and Plus-X are both satis
factory. The main objection to these is that they tend to give a neutral or gray image that 
lacks constrast. Maximum contrast, resulting in a "snappy" print is desirable. Contrast can 
be increased by altering the light arrangements, and by slightly underexposing the film and then 
si ightly overdeveloping it.

A newer film that is very fine-grained at slow
er speeds is Agfapan Vario-XL. This has a var
iable ASA speed from 125 to 1600 so that it can 
be used under a wide variety of lighting condi
tions. You should use it at the slower speed 
settings for maximum detail. One drawback with 
this film is that it must be developed with an 
Ilford XP1-400 developer kit, which costs about 
$10. In other cases you should use a reasonab
ly fine-grained developer. Microdol or D-76 
are both satisfactory.

5*C /V Jnf 5V

In developing 35 mm film I much prefer to use 
a plastic apron that is available in which to 
roll up the film— it looks like a long, skinny 
lasagna noodle. Unless you do a lot of pho
tography and keep in practice, loading the 
film onto a metal reel can lead to the film 
touching itself and destroy some frames. Once 
you have obtained satisfactory negatives then 
you are ready to make prints of them, the 
subject of the next article.

T H E  P R 0 F E S S J_ 0 N A L 1 S C O R N E

SOME THOUGHTS AND COMMENTS

There was considerable doubt that my wife and I 
would be able to attend Exposition V but we did 
manage to get there albeit our stay was short 
so that I did not get to visit with many who 
were there. I wish to apologize to all those 
who I missed. If anyone wishes to write to me 
I always attempt to keep up correspondence to 
the best of my ability. Several favorable com
ments were made concerning my contributions to 
the MAPS Digest which gave me considerable en
couragement. My intent is to provide informa
tion and to present it in an interesting yet 
factual manner. Sometimes it is possible but 
I am sure that some of it gets to be rather 
heavy stuff; sorry about that. As long as I 
am able to do so, and it pleases the reader- 
ship, I will continue to attempt to share the 
joy and excitement I find in paleontology with 
you. It is a wonderful hobby as well as scien
tific avocation or profession. The potential 
for learning is without end no matter how long 
one spends in study and observation. For every 
problem that is solved there are usually two or 
three new problems developed.

It might be well to emphasize again that most 
of my writing in the Digest is a series and the 
reader should keep a file of the issues so they 
are able to refer back. For example, it is not 
practical to provide a sketch designating the
various parts of a crinoid in every article.

, Continued —  H. L. Strimple 
90** Bowery 
Iowa City, IA 52240

The exhibits at Exposition V were, to put it 
mildly, superb. There was a considerable a- 
mount of material available that would grace 
any museum. I am not immune to the thrill of 
seeing an outstanding specimen of say a ray- 
fish from Solenhofen, Germany, an exquisite 
echinoid from the Cretaceous of Texas, a mag- 
nificant ammonite with shiney exterior and 
spectacular sutures from the Bad-Lands.

Surprisingly there were even some moderately 
priced specimens which were quite good. As a 
matter of fact I purchased an excellent crown 
(cup with arms attached) of U1richicrinus cory- 
phaeus (Miller) from Indian Creek, Montgomery 
County, Indiana. The original (type) specimen 
of this particular species came from Indian 
Creek and was not recognized by Van Sent, in 
Van Sent and Lane, 1964, among the crinoid 
fauna from Crawfordsvi1le. As Lane has pointed 
out elsewhere in the Digest the horizon and 
fauna found on Indian Creek is slightly dif
ferent from the Crawfordsvi1le area.

Membership in MAPS at $7.00 a year is perhaps 
the best bargain around in this day and age.
One is hard pressed to buy one decent meal out 
at that price. The entire Digest is devoted 
exclusively to fossils and many reports deal 
with events as they happen as well as facets
never reported elsewhere. There is something
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for everyone whether a neophyte, entrepeneur, 
serious collector, student, or professional.
I find it difficult to understand why some drop 
out of MAPS once they have bothered to join or 
why some with mutual interests do not join in 
the organization. If anyone has ideas about 
this I would be glad to hear them.

MAPS has obtained recognition as a viable en
tity in the scientific community and consider
able cooperation between "amateur" and "profes
sional" has already taken place. If this is 
nurtured and carried forward the current ex
plosion of palentological information will seem 
mild. Men's thirst for knowledge is tradition
ally insatiable. How strong is yours as an 
individual?

Last but not least I would like to commend all 
of those who give freely of their time, funds, 
and efforts to make the Expositions, the Digest 
and the organization operable. It is a para
dox in our materialistic society when one re
alizes that money cannot buy such unselfish 
dedication. *****

STRIMPLE, Continued

What is thought to be a conodont animal was re
ported at two European scientific meetings in 
1982. A written report is scheduled to ap
pear in the journal Lethaia. It is said to 
have been found on a thin limestone slab from 
the Oil Shale (Visean, Lower Carboniferous-', 
Mississippian) of Scotland in which arthropods 
are preserved. Apparently it is a worm-like 
creature. A few years ago the conodont animal 
was thought to have been discovered in North 
America but it turned out to be a "conodont 
eater".

While participating in meetings and tooling a- 
round Europe in the summer of 1982, Dr. T. W. 
Broadhead, Department of Geology, University 
of Tennessee, visited the Island of Gotland, 
Sweden, and found a slab of Silurian crinoid 
crowns. The splendid crinoids of Gotland pro
vided the basis for the classic crinoid mono
graph I conographia crinoideorum i n strat i s Suc- 
cine Siluricis fossi1ium by N. P. Angel in, I878. 
I was recently told by a well informed paleon
tologist that Angelin was a traveling merchant 
who carried his wares in a wagon, apparently in 
the same manner as itinerant peddlers in early 
times in America. I was surprised but should 
not have been because our own emminent Charles 
Wachsmuth was a merchant and his colleague,
Frank Springer was a lawyer, albeit a highly
successful, wealthy one.

SEDIMENTARY NOTES —  a la Strimple

In totally unrelated projects N. Gary Lane, In
diana University and T. J. Frest, University of 
Iowa, have recovered disarticulated ossicles 
(skeletal plates) of the extinct Ophiocistoidea 
which class is separate and of unknown origin. 
The class seems to have similarities to echin- 
oids and to a somewhat lessor degree to Stel- 
laroids (star fish).

The ossicles found by Lane were the by-product 
of processing washed residues for microcrinoids 
from the McCraney Formation (Kinderhookien,
Lower Mississippian) exposed near Seahorn, Il
linois. Lan presented the discovery at a talk 
at the North Central Sectional Meeting of the 
Geological Society of America, April 28-29,
I983, in Madison, Wisconsin.

Ossicles of ophiocistids discovered by Frest 
were found in washed residues from the Humboldt 
oolite (Kinderhookian) exposed near Humboldt, 
Iowa along with marginal plates (termed submar
ginals in the Treatise on Invertebrate Paleon
tology) of another enigmatic extinct echinoderm, 
the class Cyclocystoidea. A paper on cyclocy- 
stoids was given at the same meeting in Madison. 
The geologic range of both classes is extended 
upwards by these discoveries.

A restoration 
of Volcoria mo 
bilis (Ophio- 
ci stoidea) 
from the Lower 
Ordovician of 
Russia is giv 
en here and 
could be used 
as a model Volckov-La mobXLUt restoration
for a creature
from outer space on a late, late TV movie. The 
"cyclops eye" is actually the periproct (or 
anus) of the creature and the arms are large 
podia used in locomotion. Although not shown 
there is a mouth, mouth pieces, and jaws in 
midsection of the lower (oral) side.

J . J . J). JL, J .
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FOR SALE— BEAUTIFUL LARGE TRILOBITES direct 
from source. Hoekaspis. Also stock of brachio- 
pods complemented with decorative leather dis
play for gift business. J. Guzman, Casilla 2161 
Cochabamba, BOLIVIA, SOUTH AMERICA

Corrections: Damrow Family phone - 717 457-6634
Joh'n Fagan 1401 Houghtai 1 ing street— has limited 
number of cowry fossils available for tradepage 9
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The Mid-America Paleontology Society (MAPS) was formed to promote popular interest in the 
subject of paleontology, to encourage the proper collecting, study, preparation, and 
display o£ fossil material; and to assist other individuals, groups, and institutions 
interested in the various aspects of paleontology. It is a non-profit society incorpor
ated under the laws of the State of Iowa.

MAPS is affiliated with the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies, 
and with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Membership in MAPS is open 
to anyone, anywhere who is sincerely interested in fossils and the aims of the Society.

Family membership $7.00; individual membership $7.00; junior membership $5.00 (between 
ages 8 and 16).

MAPS meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of each month (2nd Saturday if inclement 
weather) October through May at 2p.m. in the Science Building, Augustana College, Rock 
Island, Illinois.

President: Doug Johnson, Box 184, Donnellson, IA 52625
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President: Alberta Cray, 1125

Secretary: Peggy Wallace, 290
Treasurer: Allyn Adams, 612 W
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