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February 8-10
Hancher Auditorium
HANCHER.UIOWA.EDU • (319) 335-1160 OR 800-HANCHER
The performance on Sunday, February 10, at 1 pm will feature an American Sign Language interpreter and live audio 
description, provided by IRIS. Please contact our box office if you would like to use either of these services.

FEBRUARY 8–10 •  HANCHER AUDITORIUM
The performance on Sunday, December 9 at 1 pm will feature an American Sign Language interpreter and live 
audio description, provided by IRIS. Please contact our box office if you would like to use either of these services.

HANCHER.UIOWA.EDU • (319) 335-1160 OR 800-HANCHER

Jersey Boys, the Tony® and Grammy® Award-winning Broadway musical 
about the spectacular rise of pop icons Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons, has 
been seen worldwide by over 24 million people, all of them captivated by the 
dazzling recreations of classic 1960s hits such as “Sherry,” “Big Girls Don’t 
Cry,” and “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You” – set within a gripping rags-to-rich-
es story. But for many, the show’s most unforgettable moment comes when 
Frankie Valli, as lead singer, decides to enter into a business partnership with 
the group’s keyboardist and songwriter, Bob Gaudio. 

“So should we have somebody draw up a contract?” Gaudio asks. Frankie 
responds by offering his hand.

“You want a contract?  Here – a Jersey contract.”  Their handshake becomes a 
pact, cementing a relationship that has endured for close to 50 years. 

“The story of the friendship between Frankie Valli and Bob Gaudio is some-
thing that just makes my heart melt every time I think about it,” says Pat 
Prescott, popular radio host on Los Angeles’ 94.7 The Wave and a longtime 
Jersey Boys fan. 

“When I think about that handshake and what it has meant,” Ms. Prescott 
observes, “how we as a society have so much gotten away from those values 
of real friendship, of loyalty, of consistency in relationships – it stands out to 
me tremendously.”

In Jersey Boys, with a book by Tony Award® nominees Marshall Brickman 
and Rick Elice, four young men persevere against incredible odds to fight 
their way to the peak of stardom. Later, they stand together through high 
times and devastating lows. The show’s universal themes of courage, friend-
ship and survival have inspired a diverse legion of new Broadway fans, many 
of them men. 

“This is a man’s show,” asserts Ms. Prescott. “Sometimes when I go to the 
theater, especially musicals, my boyfriend says, ‘Why don’t you take one of 
your girlfriends?’ And when I first went to Jersey Boys, I did go with a girl-
friend. Afterward, I told my boyfriend, ‘You have got to see this show. You’re 
going to love it.’  And he actually went with me twice.”

Other husbands and boyfriends have become just as enthused. Before Jersey 
Boys, Dale Skarl was a self-described “Broadway novice.”  Now, having seen 
the show more than 50 times across the U.S. and Canada, he understands why 
it has earned such a following with “the guys.”   

“It’s because of the camaraderie between the four main characters,” Skarl 
states. “The story is about men and men’s success and their triumph over fail-
ure. Maybe it’s like the team aspect that goes back to sports, or brotherhood 
and fraternity. It’s a story about not giving up.”

Together Dale and his wife, Susie, administer the Jersey Boys fan site and 
blog. They fell in love with the show around the time it opened on Broadway, 
in 2005.

“To be honest, I was the one who dragged Dale to Jersey Boys,” explains 
Susie, “because I’ve been a big fan of The Four Seasons forever. I went just 
because of loving the music, growing up with it.”

At first, Susie recalls, the experience seemed like “your typical fun night at 
the theater, people having a nice time.”  But then, she says, something unex-
pected happened.

“When I actually watched the people in the audience, whether they were 60 
years old or 22, everybody was bopping in their seats. I don’t know if they 
had a rough week at work, or else they were going back in time to high school, 
but you would have thought they didn’t have a care in the world. If they could 
have gotten up and danced they would have.”

“We’ve noticed this on multiple occasions, with many different audiences,” 
Dale adds. “You’ll look over to your left or right, and you’ll see someone that’s 
sobbing because the music takes them back to a place that they remember 
so well and has meaning for them. In the end everybody’s on their feet and 
everyone loves the show.”

“You’re thinking you’re going to hear a bunch of great hits, and you do,” says 
Susie, referring to the Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons classics performed 
in the show (the music is by Bob Gaudio with lyrics by Bob Crewe). “But 
then, the story is so interesting and compelling that you want to come back. 
It’s a classic story of success that resonates with everybody. You really do get 
something out of it each time you see it.”

It’s an observation shared by Frankie Valli himself.

“Jersey Boys is a true story,” says the legendary singer, whose sterling fal-
setto has graced dozens of hits, on his own and with The Four Seasons. “And 
there are things in the show that, even for me, every time I go back, I pick up 
on. Some things are like that – you can’t get enough.” 

Kara Tremel, who has performed several roles in the national tour of Jersey 
Boys, credits multiple Tony-Award winning director Des McAnuff (Big River, 
The Who’s Tommy, The Farnsworth Invention) with creating a fast-paced, 
visually engaging production that attracts theatergoers who were not born 
when The Four Seasons’ hits dominated the airwaves. 

“For young people it’s an exciting type of show to see,” Tremel observes. “The 
way Des directed it is so quick: the set moves with the actors, lighting shoots 
over to another side of the stage, and we’re in a totally different scene in a 
matter of seconds. It’s good for a younger generation that needs that kind of 
quick pace. And whatever your age, you can’t not like this music.” 

Pat Prescott, the radio personality, grew up in a household where music of 
all kinds was respected and enjoyed. As someone who has loved Broadway 
ever since her father took her to see the hit musical, Purlie, in the early 1970s, 
she understands how theater has the potential to reach across generational 
divides.  

“This current generation has grown up with a lot of media thrown in their 
faces,” Prescott remarks. “It may be hard to get them excited about some mu-
sic from the 1960s or early 70s, but when you put the whole package together 
– songs and story – into this incredible show, I don’t think anybody can resist 
it. I noticed every time I went, you would see people of all ages, all races. 
Everybody was in there.”

The acclaimed 2014 film version of Jersey Boys, directed by Clint Eastwood, 
has grossed nearly $70 million internationally, but it hasn’t stopped fans and 
first-timers from packing houses on Broadway, on tour, in Las Vegas and 
around the world. 

“There’s so much going on that you need to see it at least two or three times, 
just so you don’t miss anything,” Prescott believes. “I wish everybody could 
see it. This show is really, really special.” 

A SHOW FOR EVERYBODY
Emphasizing friendship, Jersey Boys crosses generations and wins new fans 

By David Freeland 
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EATERY & BAR

THE PERIODIC TABLE

The Periodic Table is 
an urban eatery and 
drink lab where guests 
and locals converge 
to savor interesting 
cocktails and craft 
beer, fair trade coffee 
and specialty shared 
plates. The patio is 
outfitted with gas fire 
pits, lounge seating, 
music and overhead 
string lighting. The 

patio is across the street from Central Park, 
home to many of the city’s outdoor events and 
equipped with spectacular fountains, shelters 
and green spaces. The Periodic Table opens 
daily at 3 pm.

EVENT CENTER

COMMUNITY

Situated in the heart of downtown Grinnell, 
and just blocks away from 17 restaurants and 
two art galleries, Hotel Grinnell is at the center 
of Iowa’s hottest art, music, and foodie scene. 
And, with one of the country’s most elite private 
colleges just steps away, Midwestern hospitality 
meets sophistication and style in a dynamic 
cultural scene that you won’t want to miss. 

WEDDINGS & CONFERENCES 

Hotel Grinnell makes for memorable events. 
Our one of a kind ballroom, spectacular 
but intimate auditorium, and over-the-top 
penthouse make our venue the perfect place for 
an incredible wedding or social event. Looking 
for flexible space for business meetings or 
conferences? Just one hour from Iowa’s three 
major metro areas, Grinnell is an ideal location 
to meet in the middle!

WHO WE ARE

Hotel Grinnell is more than just a place to 
stay; it embraces and celebrates the contrast 
and contradictions of old and new. Erected in 
1921, the building served as the city’s junior 
high school until the late 70’s and now, nearly 
40 years later, it has been repurposed into an 
independently owned hotel, eatery, bar, and 
event center. When you stay at Hotel Grinnell, 
you’ll sleep in an old classroom. The former 
locker rooms have been transformed into a 
bar, and the old scoreboard now decorates the 
lounge. The old gymnasium has a new life as a 
modern ballroom, and the auditorium is now 
a lively venue for performances, conferences, 
and weddings.

Hotel Grinnell believes there’s something special 
about soaking in the history of this old building, 
and we have taken care to add thoughtful 
touches of the original school throughout. Come 
find out how Hotel Grinnell merges old-school 
tradition with new-school attitude.

HOTEL GRINNELL

hotelgrinnell.com  | @hotelgrinnell   An old school building. A new way to stay.

Hotel Grinnell is an upscale boutique  
hotel, ballroom and performance 
venue in the heart of downtown 
Grinnell. The adaptive reuse of an 
old junior high school celebrates the 
town’s history while creating a unique 
destination for your next stay or 
celebration. Book today!

EMAIL hello@hotelgrinnell.com 

CALL  641-236-9250

VISIT  hotelgrinnell.com 

 925 Park Street, Grinnell, Iowa 

UPSCALE IN STYLE,  

LAID BACK IN SPIRIT.

Use promo code VILLAGE for special rates for Little Village readers.
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Little Village is an independent, community-supported news and culture 
publication based in Iowa City. Through journalism, essays and events, 
we work to improve our community in the Iowa City, Coralville and Cedar 
Rapids area according to a few core values: environmental sustainability, 
affordability and access, economic and labor justice, racial justice, gender 
equity, quality healthcare, quality education and critical culture. 

Letters to the editor(s) are always welcome. We reserve the right to 
fact check and edit for length and clarity. Please send letters, comments 
or corrections to editor@littlevillagemag.com. Little Village is always free; 
all contents are the licensed work of the contributor and of the publication. 
If you would like to reprint or collaborate on new content, reach us at lv@
littlevillagemag.com. To browse back issues, visit us at 623 S Dubuque St, 
Iowa City, or online at issuu.com/littlevillage.
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BY AND LARGE, Iowa City is 
and has been a welcoming and supportive 
place to live as a transgender woman. But 
there are still people here who feel the need 
to commit acts of radical hatred based on 
their own ignorance. One such person is the 
author of madamnomad.com, who, among 
other things, has made a practice of attack-
ing transgender people. This has become 
a campaign of harassment directed against 
local organizations that support us, and, late-
ly, against individuals like myself.

Being personally and specifically at-
tacked, misgendered and maligned in ways 
that are grotesque, false and hateful, is deep-
ly disturbing. It constructs a false narrative 
that seeks to dehumanize not just me, but 
all transgender people. If someone chooses 
to believe that false narrative, I suppose I 
can’t stop them. But I refuse to let it be the 

only narrative that exists. My identity and 
my humanity belong to me, and to me alone. 
No one has a right to try to take them away 
from me, or from anybody else.

If you want to know who trans people 
really are, what we really want and how you 
can help us, know this first: We’re human 
beings, and our rights are human rights, and 
we have always been part of this world. We 
belong here, no matter where “here” might 
be. Memorize that. And then go to oneiowa.
org, or transequality.org, and learn the truth 
of who we are and what we face. Our stories 
are valuable and should never be overshad-
owed by the voice of someone who operates 
purely from a place of hatred and ignorance.

And to Madam Nomad, all I can say 
is—bless your heart. I’m so sorry you feel 
that way. 

—Violet Louisa Austerlitz
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HAVE AN
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BETTER WRITE ABOUT IT! 
SEND LETTERS TO 
EDITOR@LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM

Federal judge strikes down Iowa’s ‘ag 
gag’ law

I worked in a slaughterhouse years ago and 
saw horrific abuses. It’s about time this un-
constitutional Ag Gag law was overturned. 
Oversight, via undercover investigation, will 
help prevent and punish animal abuse. 
—Laurie

Good! The public has a right to know what 
goes on inside these facilities. But be 
warned—it’s not pretty when living beings are 
treated as meat machines. —Lucy P.

In memoriam: Actualist author and 
publisher Morty Sklar dies

The sun rises.
Morty is gone
And many before him.
Yet friends remain.
And more friends await.
The sun rises. —Grace K.

Many boxes of books Morty has left behind. 
I hope they will be shared. Perhaps, a poetry 
professor will make them required reading. 
I helped Morty with his website and he was 
a strict editor. Sometimes I got frustrated but 
he always made me laugh with his wordplay 
jousting matches. He will be missed and 
should be. Godspeed, Morty. —David L.

Stay connected for Iowa City news & info:
www.icgov.org/subscribe          319-356-5000

The City is proud to 
bring you...
“Iowa City Matters,” a new podcast that offers an 
in-depth platform to inform residents about civic and 
community topics that impact their lives. Our first 
episode dropped on Jan. 14 and discusses the role of 
historic preservation in Iowa City.
Subscribe and listen where you get podcasts or visit 
icgov.org/IowaCityMatters. 

F U T I L E  W R A T H 			       S A M  L O C K E  W A R D

910 AM
NEWS

90.9 FM
NEWS  |  STUDIO ONE

NEWS YOU 
CAN TRUST.

Stream online: 
IowaPublicRadio.org  

or the IPR app.
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I N T E R A C T I O N S

Group asks Iowa City to remove ‘hos-
tile’ new Ped Mall benches

To say that the reason the benches were nev-
er questioned because no one in the public 
meeting said anything about them seems like 
a hollow excuse/explanation. Most people at-
tending such meetings aren’t attending them 
as advocates for the homeless or might not 
even notice such a detail. Sounds to me like 
a decision was made—it was about keeping 
people from sleeping, and the City managed to 
slip this “feature” in to the Ped Mall. Iowa City 
doesn’t have a huge homelessness problem 
but the City wants to move it away from down-
town. —Donald B.

Before caving into the pressures of a very 
small group of very loud individuals, I would 
encourage the City Council and/or City to do-
nate what it would cost to replace the benches 
directly to the Shelter House to address the 
homelessness situation. Crissy Canganelli, 

director of Shelter House, gave a very articu-
late speech at one of the recent council mem-
bers stating this “bench dilemma” was totally 
taking the conversation off of the important 
work of the homeless situation in Iowa City. I 
have recently moved a short distance outside 
of downtown Iowa City, but had lived for years 
downtown. I can attest that there were very, 
very few persons who actually used the bences 
to lie down and sleep and/or rest. This is much 
ado about nothing. —Bobby J.

My only concern is that the new benches are 
ugly. The old ones had personality and flair in 
the iron work. —Patrick W.

Why not just remove the arm rest with a tool 
like a cut off wheel? Quick, cheap and effective 
and you can keep the new benches. Put the 
100 grand into local programs that to help the 
homeless off the street if they wish, if even for 
a night. —Andrew J.L.

/LittleVillage

READER POLL 
Which John Brown look do you prefer?

Breakfast 
of Champions
raises 
$800 
for IHRC

28% Clean-shaven
72% Bearded

Best of the CRANDIC

Breakfast
of Champions
raises 
$800 
for IHRC
The Iowa Harm Reduction Coalition was selected as 
the beneficiary at Little Village’s inaugural Breakfast 
of Champions, held at the Graduate Hotel on Dec. 
6, 2018. As we raised a glass to the reader-selected 
Best of the CRANDIC, we raised $800 in unrestricted 
funds to support IHRC’s life-saving work. Visit 
iowaharmreductioncoalition.org to learn more about 
how they are confronting one of Iowa’s most pressing 
issues, health inequity and the opioid epidemic.

Pictured: Think Iowa City’s Joshua Schamberger presents the 
fundraising check to Iowa Harm Reduction Coalition Executive 
Director Sarah Ziegenhorn on behalf of Little Village and Run 
CRANDIC, title sponsors of Best of the CRANDIC 2018. 	

littlevillagemag.com/CRANDIC

Zak Neumann / Little Village
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U.S. Supreme Court rejects request 
by Iowa and other states challenging 
California’s ban on eggs from chick-
ens kept in small cages

We can’t have them not shitting all over them-
selves. It’s tradition. —Leah P.

Joni Ernst sends fundraising letter 
attacking Democrats for ‘dirty tricks’ 
against Brett Kavanaugh

What’s the “farm voice of common sense” 
going to do for a living now that it can’t sell 
soybeans to China anymore? —Jared H.K.

She is full of it—”farm voice of common 
sense”? She has none. I spent a lot of time 
on a Mennonite farm and growing up around 
the Amish—farmers all and conservative by 
any standard, yet they do not like what they 
see today from the “conservative” party. Farm 

values take care of each other, you share what 
you have and help your neighbors, you don’t 
support big corporate farms over the family 
farm, and you certainly don’t put judges in 
position to destroy people’s lives. I can’t stand 
this woman, and there are very few women I 
say that about. —Ronda K.

John Culver, who represented Iowa in 
Congress for 16 years, has died

Senator John Culver should be honored as a 
thoughtful scholar of history who represented 
Iowa with honor and integrity. As a native 
Iowan and college friend of his wife Mary Jane, 
I remember him for his perceptive kindness 
and love of Iowa. —Mary R.T.

I love this guy. Used to come to our house for 
dinner when I was a kid. He would shake the 
ice in his glass when he wanted another drink. 
He was a very smart and sweet man, and was 
the last respectable man to hold that seat. 
—Christopher G.
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In any given city, I am in search of two 
things: good food and good bookstores. 
Independent institutions of books and food 
indicate to me that someone has cared 

enough about their community to invest in it 
and contribute to the culture of a place—to 
surround others in the things that comfort 

In one of China’s most densely populated cities, a DIY literary scene thrives.  
BY SHIRLEY WANG

Austin
 Smoldt-S

áenz

themselves. 
One bookstore I visited recently was in 

Santorini, Greece. At Atlantis Bookstore, there 
are sloping, painted ceilings, teetering shelves 
nailed onto whitewashed Cycladic walls and a 
cobalt bay creating a backdrop so attractive to 
tourists the business had placed a pail on the 

Iowa City
319-354-7074

215 E. Washington St. 

Coralville
319-625-2221

2500 Corridor Way Ste 5

Cedar Rapids 
319-200-4192

450 1st St SW #101

Des Moines
319-625-2221

506 E. Grand Ave

QuintonsBarandDeli.com

corner of the staircase asking for money from 
those who decide to take photos. 

Another, Flow Bookstore in Hong Kong, 
carries only used English books. Books are 
organized by five-foot piles rising from the 
floor. “You don’t have to look at the titles or 
pictures,” the owner, Surdham Lam, said to me 
one afternoon. “Just feel out which books draw 
you in.”

I was visiting Macau’s Júbilo 31 bookstore 
when I met Yolanda Kog, a local artist and 
writer, who was sitting on the wooden floor 
with the owner, Lin Da Xiang. Kog and Lin 
had met at a cat shelter, bonding as volunteers. 

Kog was celebrating her newly published 
work, a watercolor picture book titled Home 
that was hardcover with neat, singular lines 
of prose in traditional Chinese on each page. 
She decided to leave a few copies with Lin 
because Lin’s store was not only independent, 
it was known for its socially aware children’s 
books, with messages about environmental 
sustainability or gender fluidity. Stocked full 
with creative storybooks, picture books and 
zines, Júbilo 31 welcomed parents for long 
discussions with Lin and parent-child reading 
groups. A recent one focused on using books 
to educate the next generation about poverty 
and development under globalization. 

I lived in Macau for a time, before realizing 
my Cantonese wasn’t good enough to support 
a livelihood there. The SAR (special adminis-
trative region) is a former Portuguese colony, 
and was handed off to the People’s Republic 
of China only 19 years ago. Consisting of an 
island and a peninsula tethered onto main-
land China, Macau has Portuguese speakers, 
Cantonese speakers and Mandarin speakers. Its 
small size and incredibly dense population—
one of the densest in the world—make for a 
somewhat transient population, meaning those 
who come to find jobs at Macau’s casinos 

Iowa Dispatch

Finding ‘Home’ in Macau 

C O M M U N I T Y
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can cross the border to reside in the cheaper 
Chinese housing. It also means that many 
young people tend to travel, seeking new ex-
periences and studies, and bring back different 
ways of living.

What brought Kog from inner China to 
Macau was not job opportunities; her hus-
band’s business was there. She followed not 
entirely by will, but rather by obvious accep-
tance—a force of shui fu, a phrase meaning 
that no matter if he were a dog or chicken, she 
would follow. She couldn’t speak Cantonese 
either, and found it hard to settle in. 

Kog’s book was about a wispy-haired wom-
an departing from her home, uncomfortable 
in a foreign land, forgetting the memories she 
once had, feeling like time was stripping her 
like skin from a snake. She then finds herself 
adapting and being born anew. “It’s like you, 
leaving home,” Kog said to me.

Lin, Kog and I sat on the floor together, 
looking through this book with our shoes off, 
because in Júbilo 31, everyone is meant to 
read and play barefoot. As Lin’s 3-year-old son 
stumbled by us, she grabbed him and threw 
him into the air, making him squeal. His tur-
quoise overalls matched her blue denim ones. 

“Oh my, mama mia!” she says to him. 
Kog and Lin are both part of a local artist 

collective called the Ox Warehouse, which 
ran publishing workshops, detailing how to 
edit, print, design and distribute. Kog had 
struggled with the lack of an editor and taught 
herself much of the publishing industry. The 
necessary element to her achievement, she 
mentioned, had to do with a little logo in the 
shape of a house on the back cover. Home was 
funded by the Macau Cultural Affairs Bureau, 
a governmental agency which offered grants 
up to $10,000 U.S. to local writers and authors 

for them to publish 
books, hoping to act 
as an incubator for 
Macau-based literary 
projects. 

As a result, authors 
like Kog have pub-
lished many of their 
works, selling them 
in small bookstores 
around the region and 
abroad in Shanghai 
and Taiwan. Kog 
never figured out how 
to pay the distribution 

fees that would’ve gotten her book to big box 
stores or chain bookstores, and she decided to 
ignore them. Instead, she walked around from 
venue to venue, asking owners she knew if she 
could leave copies of her book to sell. Many 
of them, either friends or acquaintances of 
acquaintances, offered their blessing, having 
seen much of her work around town already. 

One of her drop-off points was Pin-to 
Livros, a bookstore just a few blocks away. 
Much like Júbilo 31, the books here are seri-
ous: translations of Sarte, Camus, Anna Tsing 

“PEOPLE DON’T NEED TO MAKE MONEY [OFF 
THE BOOKS],” STORE OWNER ANSON NG SAID, 
PUSHING UP HIS THICK GLASSES. “THEY CAN 
USE THEM AS GIFTS, OR THINGS TO PASS OUT AT 
DINNER PARTIES LIKE NAME CARDS.”

Cont.>> on pg. 32
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Before the infamous Harpers Ferry raid, John Brown and his men hung out with 
Quakers in Cedar County. And they got along great. BY NICHOLAS DOLAN

Halfway to Springdale, Iowa—a 
town about 15 miles east of Iowa 
City—on a snow-laden December 
evening in 1857, Owen Brown 

decided to journal. “Very cold night,” he 
wrote, “prairie wolves howl nobly.” He re-
counted the “hot discussion” had on the road 
that day: about the Bible, war, racial preju-
dice and abolition and a debate over who was 
the greater general, Washington or Napoleon. 

Owen and his small band of men would 
not complete the 280-mile hike to Springdale 
for several more weeks. There, a community 
of Quakers (and one stalwart adherent of 
Spiritualism) waited upon the arrival of the 
men—and their guns. 

In his poetic temperament as in most other 
things, Owen was his father’s son. His father, 
John Brown, was the famous, and famously 
violent, abolitionist who by the end of the 

1850s would swing, adored and loathed, dead 
from the gallows. 

It was the consequence of Brown and his 
men raiding the federal armory in Harpers 
Ferry, Virginia (what is today West Virginia). 
Leading up to 1859 and that ill-fated scheme, 
Brown and his fellow insurgents spent several 
months preparing in a modest Iowa commu-
nity, even recruiting some soldiers from its 
ranks. It’s a story that speaks to America’s 
complicated relationship with religion and 
violence, and Iowa’s unsung 
radical history.

Sackings and 
Skirmishes

John Brown’s fiercely an-
ti-slavery views were rooted 
partly in his devout Calvinist 

upbringing. Calvinism taught of the fearful 
trembling of the soul before the prospect 
of damnation to eternal fires, while also ac-
knowledging the basic equality of all souls 
before those fires, and as such was intimately 
connected with the abolitionist cause. 

Brown’s own Calvinism seems to have 
been lax on the Sixth Commandment. In late 
May 1856, Brown and his supporters—in-
cluding Owen and several of the men who 
would later travel to Springdale—dragged 
five men from their beds alongside Kansas’ 
Pottawatomie Creek and killed them in cold 
blood. The men were “border ruffians,” 
militant supporters of slavery patrolling the 
territory of Kansas in an attempt to terrorize 
anti-slavery residents and ensure Kansas’ 
slave-holding status upon statehood. 

The so-called Pottawatomie massacre sent 
chills through the territory and initiated a 

C O M M U N I T Y

John Brown in an 1859 portrait by 
Martin M. Lawrence. Background: 
the William Maxon home outside 
Springdale in 1890. Courtesy of State 
Historical Society of Iowa

Owen Brown

A Bright Radical Star



Richard Realf

William Maxson

new wave of 
violence in 
an already 
violent 
part of the 
nation. 
Brown 
and his 
men 
took 
frequent 
part 
in the 
ensuing 
series of 
sackings, 
near-battles and 
skirmishes of the 
next two years. 

The men who joined 
Brown during this period and followed him 
to Springdale were a panoply of eccentric 
figures, among them: Owen, sharing in his 
father’s spiritual heights and complicit in 
his (legal if not moral) crimes; Aaron D. 
Stevens, a disgraced former dragoon who 
was court-martialed for assaulting an officer 
and was now using the alias Colonel Charles 
Whipple, and who became Brown’s drill 
instructor in Springdale in preparation for 
the raid; and Richard Realf, 
a handsome and arrogant po-
et-soldier who claimed to have 
studied under the roof of Lady 
Byron, the beleaguered wife of 
the equally handsome, equally 
arrogant poet-soldier Lord 
Byron.

(Realf did not ultimately 
participate in the Harpers Ferry 
raid. He instead poisoned him-
self to death in 1878, writing on 
that same day a poetic suicide note which 
read in part: “Nor did he wait till Freedom 
had come / The popular shibboleth of cou-
rier’s lips: / He smote for her when God 
himself seemed dumb / And all His arching 
skies were in eclipse.”)

A Militia in Quaker-town

In October 1856, arms and resources deplet-
ed and bigger plans on the eastern horizon, 
Brown’s band fled Kansas for Iowa. Iowa’s 

progressive politics and 
high concentration 
of socialist, utopian 
and religious com-

munes—the Quakers 
of Springdale 
included—made 
it a bastion of 
the abolitionist 
movement. (In 
an interview 
with the Iowa 
State Weekly 
Register in 
1868, pres-
idential 
candidate 
Ulysses 
S. Grant 
called 
the state 

a “bright 
Radical star.”) 

Dodging Kansas 
authorities, the men first returned to Tabor 
in western Iowa, named after the Biblical 
mountain in Galilee at which Jesus is said 
to have transfigured. The town of Tabor was 
five years old, founded by abolitionist cler-
gymen for the purpose of sheltering other 
abolitionists from the conflict in Kansas. In 
Tabor, John Brown had stored a large stock-
pile of Sharps rifles, which the men took with 

them when they left, eastward, on Dec. 
4, 1857.

Brown wasn’t a stranger to eastern 
Iowa. In November 1856, an ill and 
weary Brown arrived at Traveler’s Rest 
in the largely Quaker village of West 
Branch. He was greeted at the door by 

the inn’s genial and 
plump owner, James 
Townsend, who asked 
the visitor his name.

“Have you ever 
heard of John Brown 
of Kansas?” Brown 
replied. 

Townsend imme-
diately told Brown he 

would always be welcome at the Traveler’s 
Rest, and his room and board would always 
be free. Brown never forgot Townsend’s 
help, and one of the final letters Brown wrote 
while he was awaiting execution was to 
Townsend, expressing his gratitude. 

But in December 1857, Brown and 
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kissing—with the “fair young Friends” of the 
town, for which the men were repeatedly rep-
rimanded in the minutes of the town Meeting-
House (the Quaker equivalent of a church). 
And yet Frederick Lloyd, an early historian 
of John Brown’s time in Iowa, is still able to 
tell us that “many friendships were formed 
between Brown’s men and the young people 
of the surrounding countryside.” And when 
the men left in the spring, Lloyd reports that 
“scarcely a dry eye could be seen.” 

Prepping for Rebellion

Shortly after arriving in Springdale, the el-
der Brown left Owen in charge of the men 
and sped ahead on his own for the eastern 
seaboard. There he would schmooze with 
financiers and intellectuals and round up cash 
for his planned abolitionist magnum opus: 
the seizure of the many (many) weapons 
contained in the federal arsenal in Harpers 
Ferry—ushering in through righteous vi-
olence, or so Brown prayed, slavery’s 
long-awaited End of Days. 

Meantime, Owen was left behind with the 
men, to train those already with them for the 
raid, but also, perhaps more importantly, to 
recruit new Christian soldiers from the ranks 
of the Quakers. Obviously, given Brown’s 
reputation and intentions in Virginia, Owen 
had his work cut out for him. Still, in three 
cases, he succeeded. 

George B. Gill of Springdale would trav-
el to Virginia when summoned by Brown, 

although he 
would not 
ultimately 
participate in 
the raid. Gill 
and Brown 
seemed an 
unlikely pair. 
Brown was 
known for 
his stern religious views, while the 20-some-
thing Gill described himself as a “free think-
er,” a 19th-century term for an agnostic or 
atheist. Brown had no problem with a free 
thinker, provided he was committed to end-
ing slavery, and in 1893, an aged Gill would 
write to Richard Hinton, likely John Brown’s 
most favorable biographer: “My intimate 
acquaintance with Brown demonstrated to 
me that he was very human. The angel wings 
were so dim and shadowy as to be almost 
unseen.”

But the far more impressive catches (and 
ones who would follow through with the raid) 
are Edwin and Barclay Coppoc, the 22- and 
19-year-old sons of Ann Coppoc Raley. These 
men were Quakers, and Ann was among “the 
most respected and devout residents” of her 
town; again, seemingly unlikely candidates 
for violent revolt. 

When Brown and company left Springdale 
on April 24, 1858, it was with the promise 
of further communication. This came 15 
months later—in July of 1859, a letter (sad-
ly no longer extant) arrived at the Coppoc 
residence, summoning Edwin and Barclay 
to Pennsylvania. Gill told historian Irving 
Richman that the brothers were vague to their 
mother about their intentions in going, and 
that Raley replied: “I believe you are going 
with old Brown. When you get the halters 
around your necks, will you think of me?”

In Edwin’s unfortunate case, Ann’s gallows 
humor would prove prophetic. The raid on 
Harpers Ferry on Oct. 29, 1859 was a failure 
of historic proportions, resulting in the cap-
ture of John Brown along with a majority of 
the men present, including Edwin. He would 
be hanged in Virginia with Brown and the 
others in December 1859. 

What is fascinating about Edwin’s case 
is his steadfast non-repentance. In a letter 
written to his uncle from prison, he writes, 
“I never committed murder. When I escaped 
to the engine house and found the captain 
and his prisoners surrounded there, I saw no 
way of deliverance but by fighting a little. If 
anyone was killed on that occasion it was in 

Barclay and Edwin Coppoc

The former location of Maxon’s Springdale home is memorialized as a station on the Underground 
Railroad and a training/recruiting spot for John Brown’s men. Zak Neumann / Little Village

C O M M U N I T Y

his men skipped the 
Traveler’s Rest and headed 
to Springdale. There, the 
men lodged in the modest 
home of William Maxson, a 
Spiritualist who technically 
lived just outside the limits of 
Springdale. 

Spiritualism, an interna-
tional 19th-century religious 
movement that preached the 
ability to contact the dead 

through the powers of mediums, had far few-
er qualms regarding the use of violence than 
the Springdale Quakers. The Quakers, more 
formally known as the Society of Friends, 
had always been (and continue to be) among 
the most staunchly pacifist of faith traditions. 
George Fox, an early and influential Quaker, 
wrote movingly that Quakers must “deny 
and bear our testimony against all strife, 
and wars, and contentions that come from 
the lusts that war in the members, that war 
against the soul.” 

The very fact of Brown’s housing in 
Springdale, although provided by Maxson, is 
therefore remarkable. Even more remarkable 
is the extent to which Brown’s men were 
welcomed by and integrated into the Quaker 
community. To be sure, the Quakers took 
none too kindly to “Colonel Whipple’s” daily 
parading of the men across Maxson’s yard, 
their Sharps rifles raised high.

They took even less kindly to the men’s 
sometimes improper relations—dancing, 

Aaron Stevens, 
a.k.a. “Colonel 

Whipple”
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a fair fight.” 
Barclay, who was present at the raid but refused on 

principle and at the last second to participate violently, 
was luckier: He escaped and made his way back west 
via the Underground Railroad, eventually returning to 
Springdale, sick with consumption but miraculously 
alive. When Virginia Gov. John Letcher attempted to 
extradite Barclay to Virginia to face charges of treason, 
Gov. Samuel Kirkwood of Iowa (for whom Kirkwood 
Community College was named) delayed the proceeding by publicly 
declaring the Virginia summons “deficient in certain technical mat-
ters,” demanding that the summons be rewritten in a more legally 
stringent manner. This gave Barclay time to make his escape, which—
after much prodding by his mother—he did.

 
A Time to Kill, a Time to Heal

 
What is perhaps most surprising about the affair is the Quakers’ accep-
tance of Edwin and Barclay’s choice to go with Brown. The Springdale 
Meeting-House gave the brothers only the faintest of reprimands, stating 
their “desire to establish a forgiving feeling towards those who may 
have been overtaken in weekness, & would tenderly admonish all to an 
increased watchfulness in the precepts of our Redeamer. [sic]” 

And here is their mother writing to Gov. Letcher: “At first, our 
sympathies were enlisted on your side, feeling that your rights had been 
invaded … But since you have suffered yourselves to run wild with 
rage and insane revenge, the tide has turned against you, so that John 
Brown’s highest aims may yet be attained.” One would expect a mother, 
no matter how devout, to come to the aid of her erring sons, but in doing 
so she does not necessarily need to endorse their actions. And yet she 
does, on nearly every occasion she is given in print. 

Historical figures do not act with the intent of producing moral par-
ables for future generations, but from the Browns, the Coppocs and the 
Quakers at large, a few things may be gleaned. One is the necessary 
remembrance of Iowa’s history of leftist radicalism, easy to forget in the 
era of Steve King and Kim Reynolds. 

 Another is the malleability of political and religious conviction. 
Whether from personal predisposition or from sheer boredom, Edwin 
Coppoc demonstrates that militiamen may be made from the most 
unlikely of molds; Barclay, that doctrines taught from childhood hold 
powerful sway, even if one is brought to the brink of belief before their 
impact is felt. 

A third message to be gleaned is the uncertainty of the relationship 
between peacekeepers and radicals. Though the Quaker himself shalt 
not kill, he recognizes the reliance of his continued safety on violent 
means to the extent that he aids and abets the violent in their mission, as 
Springdale did the Brown militia. 

John Brown died with this conclusion in mind. The night before his 
execution after the failed Harpers Ferry raid, on Dec. 2, 1859, he wrote: 
“I, John Brown, am now quite certain that the crimes of this guilty land 
can never be purged away but with blood. I had, as I now think, vainly 
flattered myself that without very much bloodshed, it might be done.” 

The “very much bloodshed” came, starting with the battle at 
Fort Sumter, 15 months later. Whether it is finished flowing yet is 
unclear. 

Nicholas Dolan is an undergraduate student at the University of Iowa 
studying English literature. He graduates this spring, after which he 
will teach and pursue graduate study in literature.

Samuel 
Kirkwood
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“Don’t hold back. Give yourself permission to delve as deeply as possible into your biggest 
and strongest orgasm. Keep going beyond your threshold, beyond what you thought you were 
capable of.” —Annie Sprinkle

 

There’s nothing like the giddy excitement of discussing good sex with a group of girl-
friends. In a recent conversation, the topic of multiple orgasms came up. “Um, how 
do you do that?” one of my friends asked coyly. Where do we begin?

There’s no right or wrong way to have an orgasm, but they certainly don’t all come 
the same (pun intended). “Multiple orgasms” refers to two or more orgasms achieved in a 
single session. For some women (we’ll get to men later), this means experiencing many small, 
gradual waves of pleasure after the moment of climax, while others feel a big explosion of 
pleasure with a few shorter and less intense orgasms following. 

Certified sexologist and writer Annie Sprinkle coined the term “megagasm” to refer to a par-
ticular type of multiple—a prolonged and impossibly pleasurable orgasm. Yes, please.

Several friends I spoke with thought multiples were just the way women are built to 

Achieving multiple orgasms is an elusive unicorn for some, commonplace for 
others. BY NATALIE BENWAY

Sex & Love

The Big Os

experience sex. However, I have worked with 
many women who have never experienced 
an orgasm alone or with a partner, let alone 
a megagasm. The difference is in some cases 
biological, but mostly experiential—most 
anyone can achieve multiple orgasms with 
the right awareness of their body. 

In a massive 2015 study of women’s 
orgasms, 47 percent of the 1,055 women 
surveyed said they had experienced multiple 
orgasms. Some were naturally more prone to 
multiples, while others developed the skill 
over time. 

Post-orgasm sensitivity was a hindrance for 
many, who find clitoral contact painful after 
the initial climax. Experts at OMGYes—a 
website highlighting research and education 
on women’s pleasure, which helped fund the 
2015 study and which received the Emma 
Watson stamp of approval—encourage these 
women to allow a “cool down” period after 
orgasm, avoiding the clit and slowing the 
rhythm of touch or penetration until the sensi-
tivity subsides. 

Some women don’t need a cool down—
one in seven, according to the study. 
Oversensitivity isn’t a problem for these 
sprinters. 

“It can sometimes take some work to get 
me to the first one,” a friend of mine ex-
plained of her multiple orgasms, “but after 
that first one, I kind of stay at a higher level 
of arousal for a while. During this time, [or-
gasms] can happen literally every second if 
I’m still being stimulated, sometimes even if I 
just clench a certain way.” 

Let’s back up a bit and explore the sexual 
arousal cycle of both men and women to get a 
better sense of where orgasms originate.

Phase 1: Excitement—Get yer motor 
runnin… Muscles tense, heart rate rises, 
breasts swell, nipples stand at attention and 
added blood flows to your naughty bits.

Phase 2: Plateau—It’s gonna blow! 
Breathing, heart rate, muscle tension intensi-
fies; vaginal walls turn a dark purple, and the 
clitoris takes cover under the hood to avoid 
stimulation; muscle spasms may begin in the 
feet, face and hands.

Phase 3: Orgasm—Boom goes the 
dynamite Blood pressure, heart rate and 
breathing are at their highest rates, with a 
rapid intake of oxygen. There is a sudden, 
forceful release of sexual tension. In women, 
the muscles of the vagina contract. In men, 
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development of multiple orgasms and 
non-ejaculatory multiple orgasms. 

“As is true in all martial arts and medita-
tive practices, your breath is the gate through 
which you can gain control of your body,” 
says Mantak Chia, Taoist, Chi Kung teacher 
and author of The Multi-Orgasmic Man. Chia 
recommends “belly breathing” to temper your 
heart rate and thus control arousal.

As with anything, practice makes perfect, 
and eccentric sexologist Annie Sprinkle has 
plenty of practice. Sprinkle identifies arousal 
and orgasm as spiritual experiences, and com-
bines meditation techniques with masturba-
tion—what she calls “medibation.”

Medibation will look different for all of 
us, but the important part, Sprinkle says, is 
giving yourself permission to go deep into 
your erotic sensations; touch anywhere and 
everywhere, whisper sweet nothings to your-
self, make sensation the goal over orgasm, be 
mindful of your breath and see if you are able 
to vacillate between low and high levels of 
arousal, Sprinkle suggests. See what happens 
when you change the pressure of stimula-
tion, incorporate lubricant, use or don’t use 
a vibrator, compare penetration vs. clitoral 
stimulation, etc. 

“For me it’s mainly body memory at this 
point rather than conscious narrative,” one 
friend explained to me. “I would say that go-
ing slowly and building up to a bigger orgasm 
is a start. Exploring sensations in the G-spot 
area, and the type of stimulation in that area 
that works. Uterine stimulation is another 
way to have deeper orgasms.”

Once you find the good spots, practice.
“I know some feel overwhelmed with a 

vibe at first, but figuring out how to receive 
that stimulation for longer and longer times 
is how I built up to lengthier orgasms,” my 
friend added.

So get on out there and touch yourself. 
Medibate, masturbate, flog your dolphin, 
cuff your governor, beat your meat, null the 
void, jack your beanstalk, dot your i. Enjoy 
yourselves! And, if you feel like it, share 
your victories with friends, or your favorite 
sex columnist. (My email is nataliebenway@
hotmail.com, by the way.)  

Natalie Benway LISW is a psychotherapist 
in private practice in Coralville. She has 
a certification in sexuality studies from the 
University of Iowa and is currently pursu-
ing additional licensure with the American 
Association of Sexuality Educators, 
Counselors and Therapists. 

rhythmic contractions of the muscles at the 
base of the penis result in the ejaculation of 
semen. A rash or “sex flush” may appear over 
the entire body.

Phase 4: Resolution—I need a 
cigarette The body slowly returns to its 
usual functioning and swollen or erect body 
parts return to their previous size and color. 

During the resolution or refractory period, 
feelings of relaxation, intimacy and a sense 
that all is right in the world may ensue. Some 
women are capable of a rapid return to the 
orgasm phase here. However, men generally 
need recovery time after orgasm. The dura-
tion of the refractory period varies among 
men and usually lengthens with advancing 
age.

Biological men do have the potential for 
more than just one run-of-the-mill orgasm—
particularly uncircumcised men, who tend to 
have a more sensitive glans, or penis head, 
and who retain the nerve-dense foreskin. For 
most all men, the refractory period can be 
avoided altogether by withholding the ejac-
ulation. The medical term is nonejaculatory 
multiple orgasm, or NEMO. 

How does one find NEMO? Ejaculations 
can be prevented by clenching the pelvic 
floor muscles right before orgasm, but the 
muscles must be strong. Paul Nelson, au-
thor and sex counselor certified with the 
American Association of Sexuality Educators 
Counselors and Therapists, suggests strength-
ening the pelvic floor with kegel exercises. 

“Some guys lift their legs and shoulders up 
and do a crunch to assist in this, which kills 
the ejaculation while allowing the orgasm 
to occur,” Nelson writes. “When you have a 
NEMO, you don’t ejaculate but still orgasm, 
repeatedly, without losing your erection.”

Breath work is also important in the 

ART 
AUCTION

&
BIRTHDAY BASH

to benefit 
Public Space One’s

year-round
art programming

DANCE PARTY
to follow

above the Deadwood
6 S. Dubuque

YOU’RE INVITED 
TO

publicspaceone.com/
sweet16

Bid in gallery or online 
on work by 80 artists

January 18th–26th

CAKE & FINAL BIDS 
Sat. Jan. 26, 6-8pm 

at PS1
120 N. Dubuque

Family Birthday Jam
& Open House

Sat. Jan. 19, 1-4pm

 

ONCE YOU 
FIND THE 
GOOD 
SPOTS, 
PRACTICE.



Recently, three Little Village staff-
ers lunched at Pho Lucky to get 
a feel for Iowa City’s newest pho 
restaurant. Imagine, on a cold 

winter day, sitting like a warm cat in a big 
sunny booth right by the south windows 
of a tidy restaurant while you sip a sweet 
Vietnamese iced coffee or hot tea and wait for 
a big bowl of soup. (Except I was led away 
from the sunny spot by my coworkers, and 
we sat at a booth in the middle of the room. 
That’s alright, next time I’ll be a cat.)

We arrived around 11:30 a.m. on a 
Thursday to find the place mostly empty, but 
several tables filled over our lunch (about 1 

1755 Boyrum St, Iowa City, 319-569-1631

LV Recommends

Pho Lucky

B R E A D  &  B U T T E R

hour 20 minutes total)—a good sign for any 
restaurant that’s only been open a month. In 
the heart of winter, it doesn’t take long for 
word to spread that there’s a new soup place 
in town. 

We started with three cafe da (dessert-like 
Vietnamese iced coffee with sweetened con-
densed milk) which were, to my mild disap-
pointment, already mixed. Why aren’t Iowa 
Citians entrusted with our own phin (those 
metal coffee filters that sit on top of the glass 
of condensed milk)? I promise we know what 
to do! 

Spring rolls and egg rolls are two to an 
order for about $4. No meatless/seafoodless 

IOWA CITY  
SOUTH 

OF BOWERY

Affordable Metal 3D Printing

TECHNIGRAPHICS
415 HIGHLAND AVE

SUITE 100
IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240

WWW.RAPIDSREPRO.COM

319-354-5950

Metal X System, The 
Simplest Way 

to Manufacture Metal Parts

702 S. Gilbert St., Suite #104, Iowa City
Tel: 319-333-1260

Email: chg@criticalhitgames.net
www.criticalhitgames.net

Magic the Gathering. Warhammer. 
X-Wing. L5R. Warmachine. Pokemon. 

HeroClix. GoT. Blood Bowl. LotR. 
Board Games. RPGs. Dice. Minis. 

Kidrobot Vinyl. Gaming & collectible 
supplies. Retro games & toys.

Huge Magic singles inventory plus we buy/trade 
MtG cards. Weekly drafts, FNM, league play, 

and frequent tourneys.

Now buying retro video games & toys!

Bring in your Nintendo NES, SNES, N64, 
Gamecube, Sega, WiiU, Xbox 360, PS1-2-3, 

and older used games, consoles, action figures 
and toys for cash or trade credit!

Fun atmosphere & the best customer 
service around!
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Audi, VW, BMW, 
Volvo, Subaru, Toyota, 
Lexus, Honda, Acura, 

Nissan, Infiniti, Mazda, 
Mini Cooper, Jaguar, 
and other imports

IMPORT SERVICE SPECIALISTS

www.whitedogauto.com

Professional Printers for 65 Years
408 Highland Ct. • (319) 338-9471
bob@goodfellowprinting.com

options here, but if you are vegetarian, you 
can still order soup: there’s one with vegeta-
bles only (pho chay) and one vegetables and 
tofu (pho rau cai tufu), both made with a veg-
etarian broth (confirmed).

Meatless options aside, my favorite thing 
about pho is the wonderful chemistry that 
occurs when a hot broth is poured over raw 
beef. Something about beef actually cooking 
in your very own bowl just makes it seem 
like your special soup (sort of like having 
your own coffee filter). Anyway, you won’t 
actually witness the raw-to-cooked transfor-
mation at Pho Lucky, but it’s nice to imagine.

Soup prices range from $9.99 to $11.99––
quite reasonable, even slightly below average 
in our area. The menu isn’t large or crisis-in-
ducing, just two facing pages with 12 pho 
options and a handful of rice plates and ver-
micelli noodle dishes. (Meat/seafood options 
only.) 

Emma ordered the com tam dac biet bro-
ken rice special and she was impressed, as 
were we, with both the tenderness and flavor 

of the bone-in pork chop as well as the square 
footage of the plate. 

Zak and I had pho tai (thin sliced beef) and 
pho tai chin (round steak and well-done bris-
ket), both traditional rice noodle soups with 
paper-thin sliced onions served alongside a 
plate of bean sprouts, lime, basil and jalapeño 
slices for seasoning. The broth was mild and 
relatively light and clear––a super subtle, 
non-oily beef flavor with hints of star anise. 

I normally like a lot of flavor in my broths, 
but that can be overwhelming if it’s not suited 
to your tastes, so I wasn’t let down by this 
one. It’s nice to have a simple foundation 
upon which to build your masterpiece. I re-
quested a bottle of fish sauce, which wasn’t 
already on the table, to go with a few gener-
ous blobs of hoisin and Sriracha (long live 
chile ketchup!) et voila! I had my soup, and it 
was good.

Overall takeaway: a convenient lunch spot 
with a tidy atmosphere, friendly staff, reason-
able prices and a simple, pleasant broth.  

––Jordan Sellergren
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“The name has always struck 
me as challenge,” said John 
Engelbrecht, director of Iowa 
City arts organization Public 

Space One. “To my amazement, we have not 
strayed far from the original mission of pro-
viding a radically accessible space for people 
‘to go public with their creative aspirations.’” 

Public Space One, also known as PS1, 
evokes the idea of the commons, a venerable 
tradition that allows all members of a soci-
ety to have access to the same materials and 
spaces. 

With the help of its many volunteers, PS1 
has been able to support artists with work-
shops, residencies, shared equipment and other 
resources—as well as providing an accessible 
community performance and gallery space.

Public Space One takes art off its pedestal and into the every day. 
BY KEMBREW MCLEOD

Prairie Pop

The Uncommon Commons

C U L T U R E

PS1 began in a donated downtown space 
above the Deadwood bar in 2002, when stu-
dents needed an off-campus space to rehearse 
and perform a play. It then went underground, 
literally, moving into the basement of the 
Jefferson Building, where it continued to 
flourish rent-free in a university-owned space 
between 2009 to 2012. 

PS1 hosted gallery shows, esoteric exper-
iments and envelope-pushing performances 
there until it relocated to its current spot in 
the Wesley Center, which also houses Iowa’s 
only community-access printmaking studio 
(the Iowa City Press Co-op, which PS1 helped 
establish).

“Moving to Wesley was a really big step 
for the organization, as we had to start paying 
rent for the first time and thus begin to create 

a more stable and sustainable organization,” 
said Kalmia Strong, PS1’s programming di-
rector, “but it has been a good home for many 
reasons. The Wesley Foundation values what 
we do and has been very supportive and flex-
ible. We’re lucky to have an affordable space 
in the downtown area. It’s also been important 
to our growth to have dedicated space for 
making, not just presenting, creative work—
including private studios and the IC Press 
Co-op studio.” 

Not long after moving to Iowa City for 
graduate school in 2011, Strong got involved 
as part of the organization’s volunteer gal-
lery team. For her, PS1 is an art space and a 
community space, one that “posits art, in all 
its weirdness and inefficiency, as essential to 
every community, and to imagining a better 
world.” 

Engelbrecht added, “In a lot of ways, by 
deeming us ‘public space’ we are handing 
over the keys, the autonomy, the responsibili-
ty—something not often offered in contempo-
rary American culture.” 

This requires a careful balancing act, which 
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is why public spaces are so rare in our society 
today. It’s much easier to create limits, catego-
ries and other obstacles that stand in the way 
of genuine openness. 

“Public Space means it belongs to every-
one,” explained Sayuri Sasaki Hemann, an 
artist and PS1 volunteer who moved to Iowa 
City in 2011. “Our organization has an alter-
nate slogan, ‘art everyday,’ where we keep 
it real, not just on pedestals. That is very im-
portant. Making art accessible, no matter who 
you are.” 

In many ways, PS1 artists are carrying on a 
tradition that stretches back to the early 20th 
century avant-garde movement Dada, which 
sought to blur the distinctions between art and 
everyday life. 

Hemann was first drawn to PS1 because it 
embodies the idea that you don’t have to be 
rich or privileged to have art in your life. “If 
you have an idea,” she said, “it’s a place that 
lets you do it.” She believes that our commu-
nity’s greatest resource is its many creative 
people—writers, visual artists, musicians, 
creators of all kinds—and that PS1 serves as a 

Blue Lava Exhibition, 2014 (Wesley Center); The PHASE Hip Hop Showcase, 2004 (above Dead-
wood); The Peoples Pyramid public art piece on the Ped Mall, 2014; An early outreach event for 
PS1, 2004; Jesse Albrect at PS1 after a 2011 performance (Jefferson Building); The Skull Defekts 
perform for the 2011 Mission Creek Festival (Jefferson Building). Photos courtesy of PS1

magnet for this vortex of energy. 
“Before PS1, the work I created was mainly 

created on my own,” Hemann said. “After I 
became involved, I learned that art can be in 
many forms and could exist in many stages 
of the process of making. The membrane sep-
arating the wall of my studio and the outside 
world has gotten more permeable, and there is 
so much movement between them, and that is 
because I am able to bounce ideas off of oth-
ers and also get feedback, and also be inspired 
by others through this.”

A native of Japan, Hemann met her 
husband Brien while attending college in 

Portland, Oregon, where one of her works was 
permanently installed in Concourse D of the 
Portland International Airport. (Tidepools—
dedicated to the victims of the 2011 Tsunami 
and earthquake—is located in the terminal 
where non-stop flights travel to and from 
Narita, Japan.) It was a bit of a challenge start-
ing life from scratch in Iowa City because she 
wasn’t affiliated with the University of Iowa 
and only knew a handful of people through 
Brien, but PS1 gave her a sense of community. 

Kalmia Strong began as a volunteer and is 

PS1’s Sweet 16 Family B-Day Jam and Open 
House, Public Space One, Iowa City, Saturday, 
Jan. 19, 1 p.m., Free

Sweet 16! PS1’s Annual Art Auction & B-day 
Celebration, Saturday, January 26, 6 p.m., Free 
(Dance party to follow at the Deadwood)

Live bidding on auction items online and in-
person Jan. 18-26

PS1 invites past and present members to share 

memories and photos on social media using the 

hashtag #ps1sweet16

Cont.>> on pg. 28
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This Jan. 27, in partnership with Iowa 
City’s Agudas Achim Congregation, 
FilmScene will take part in a glob-
al screening event (one of two 

in Iowa) to remember the victims of the 
Holocaust. Connecting our community with 
the International Day of Commemoration, 
FilmScene will show the documentary Who 
Will Write Our History, and Agudas Achim’s 
Rabbi Esther Hugenholtz will moderate a pan-
el discussion with Lisa Heineman, professor 
of history at the University of Iowa, and Susan 
Simon, daughter of Holocaust survivors. 

This brand new, 90-minute documentary, 

In the midst of the Holocaust, journaling was resistance.  
BY SAUNIA POWELL

A-List

Sacred Memory

C U L T U R E

written, produced and directed by Roberta 
Grossman and executive produced by Nancy 
Spielberg (yes, Steven’s sister), tells the sto-
ry of Jewish resisters in the Warsaw Ghetto 
during WWII through a combination of archi-
val footage, photographs, contemporary expert 
interviews and reenactments that are seamless-
ly woven together to create a truly engrossing 
story. 

Central to both content and presentation 
of this particular Holocaust story is the use 
of words throughout the film, as they are the 
resisters’ own. Who Will Write Our History 
is a stunning example of a film that stays true 

‘Who Will Write 
Our History,’ 
with panel 
discussion 
moderated by 
Rabbi Esther 
Hugenholtz 
FilmScene, Iowa 
City, Sunday, 
Jan. 27, 
5 p.m., 
$8-10.50

Zak Neumann / Little Village
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GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL 
STUDENT CONFERENCE

For 21 years the Jakobsen Conference has highlighted the work of Graduate  
and Professional students. 

The Jakobsen Conference gives University of Iowa Graduate and Professional students 
an opportunity to present research and win awards in an interdisciplinary, relaxed 
conference environment. Submission only requires an abstract. All submissions due 
February 15. Submit today at jakobsen.grad.uiowa.edu.

New this year, Jakobsen will add free professional development workshops to students 
on topics ranging from academic and non-academic career paths to talking about your 
work at conferences and in the job market.

Saturday, March 30, 2019
Iowa Memorial Union

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
NETWORKING

PRESENT YOUR RESEARCH 
WIN AWARDS

to the legacy of its subjects by collecting and 
presenting history from the perspective of 
those who lived it. 

Mere days after Nazis sealed 450,000 Jews 
in the Warsaw Ghetto, a group of 60 journal-
ists, scholars and community leaders began 
meeting in secret to collect articles and photos, 
also using their own diaries to record their 
experience, curating a secret archive that was 
buried underground. This clandestine activist 
society called themselves Oneg Shabbat (the 
joy of Sabbath).

In a time when German propaganda con-
trolled the narrative for Polish Jews, writing 
down their own story was truly radical, and 
dangerous, work. Under the leadership of com-
munity organizer and historian Dr. Emanuel 
Ringelblum (voiced in the film by Academy 
Award-winner Adrien Brody), Oneg Shabbat 
members’ commitment to (re-)writing and pre-
serving history from their perspective is what 
Hugenholtz calls “sacred work.” 

After the war, only three of the 60 members 
remained, and Rachel Auerbach, who had 
been a prominent Warsaw journalist, was the 
only living member who knew the location of 
the hidden archive. Guided by Auerbach, the 
Jewish Historical Commission of Poland un-
covered two of the three archival troves buried 
beneath the rubble of what was the Warsaw 
Ghetto. The third archive was never found. 

Auerbach is given a prominent role in Who 
Will Write Our History, voiced by three-time 
Academy Award-nominee Joan Allen. Set as 
the story’s narrator, the historical Auerbach is 
a strong leading heroine of a film filled with 
heroism, and she is the perfect entry point for 
viewers.

After I watched the film, I was lucky 
enough to get to learn more about the story 
from Hugenholtz—which everyone in the 
audience of the FilmScene screening will 
also get to do. I can’t recommend this added 
benefit enough. The rabbi’s depth of insight 
was incredibly helpful in teasing out important 
lessons from a documentary that brings up so 
many big (and relevant) issues.

In connecting the history and resources of 
Judaism to the concept of journaling-as-resis-
tance in the film, Hugenholtz went all the way 
back to the oldest Judeo-Christian piece of 
writing we have: the Torah. 

“In a sense, the Torah is the world’s first 
collective ‘diary’ of the oppressed: it is our 
story; not the story of the powerful,” she said. 
“So yes, I’d say that historical writing is at 
the heart of Judaism, and it is a way to assert 
the dignity of all humanity. Words are so 
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powerful; they can shape worlds, and our an-
cestors were wise to that.” 

She also mentioned a specific verse of the 
Torah, where “we are commanded to ‘blot out 
the memory of Amalek from under heaven; do 
not forget’.” (Deuteronomy 25:19)

“It seems paradoxical, but I think that’s ex-
actly the sacred work the diarists [in the film] 
sought to achieve: They didn’t want the Nazis 
to tell their story; they wanted to tell their own 
story,” she said. “They wanted to erase the 
Nazi evil by enshrining sacred memory. And 
we are still called to do that work today; not 
just as Jews, but as human beings.” 

Hugenholtz has kept a diary herself since 
she was 14 years old, and she doesn’t plan to 
stop. She also encourages everyone, especially 
those who are marginalized by society, to doc-
ument injustice. 

“Raise your voice. You have a right to be 
heard,” she said. “It is your sacred imperative.”

Not allowing the powers-that-be to write 
your story is truly powerful resistance. It mat-
ters. For the members of the Oneg Shabbat 
Society that we meet in the film, journaling 
was not frivolous work. Rabbi Hugenholtz 
calls their archival task “a way to reframe the 
great spiritual treasures and storehouses of 
Judaism; a way to defy the ultimate Nazi op-
pression.” 

In taking the time to listen to their story, 
we take part in their sacred work of the Oneg 
Shabbat Society—and we can learn so much 
from them. Rabbi Hugenholtz suspects that 
they would be “deeply moved” by Who Will 
Write Our History—to “know that the world 
has been made witness to their experience.”

“In a broader sense,” she said, “I think 
‘hearing’ and ‘seeing’ each other in a real, 
authentic, deep way is always sacred ... So to 
study their work is to weave their story into 
our own.” She also made the point that “no 
one can be made a witness to the Holocaust 
and come out unaffected.” 

Audiences who engage with this film and 
the discussion to follow on Jan. 27 are sure to 
be affected, but the experience is unlikely to be 
depressing. Audience members will take part 
in a sacred project of witness and remember-
ing, which brings with it valuable empathy, but 
also has the power to instill the courage and 
resolve we need to tell our own stories.  

Saunia Powell spent her youth studying the-
atre and theology. If you call for a chaplain 
at Mercy Hospital on the weekend, she’ll be 
there. During the week she wrangles writers at 
the International Writing Program.

C U L T U R E
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STAFF PICKS 	 	  

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

 Black Klansman: How Ron Stallworth 
Infiltrated The KKK, Englert Theatre, 
Iowa City, Wednesday, Jan. 23, 7:30 p.m., 
Free Spike Lee’s BlacKkKlansman, one of 
the best films of 2018, opened with a title card 
reading “Dis joint is based on some fo’ real, 
fo’ real shit.” Lee still took plenty of creative 
liberties, but the film’s stranger-than-fiction 
central premise is fact: Ron Stallworth, the 
first black detective in the Colorado Springs 
Police Department, managed to infiltrate the 
Ku Klux Klan, thwart many of its elicit activ-
ities and befriend Grand Wizard David Duke 
by impersonating a white racist over the tele-
phone. The fo’ real Ron Stallworth will hold 
a free lecture at the Englert on Jan. 23, cour-
tesy of the University Lecture Committee, 
and will no doubt show off his 1979 KKK 
membership card, as well as decades worth 
of wisdom gleaned from the front lines of law 
enforcement. For fans of the movie, history, 
social justice and general badassery, this is a 
can’t-miss event. ––Emma McClatchey

‘The Full Monty,’ Theatre Cedar Rapids, 
Friday, Jan. 25–Sunday, Feb. 10, $25-45
The Full Monty, adapted for stage from the 
original 1997 film, is one of those classic 
tales where a ragtag group of blue-collar 
guys band together to support their good 
buddy by forming a Chippendale-style full-
nude striptease show. The musical places the 
story in Buffalo, New York (originally set 
in Sheffield, England) where a colorful cast 
of characters deal with a variety of real-life 

issues––unemployment, depression, parent-
hood, love, sexuality and self-image––as they 
work up the skills and nerve to perform. And 
I’ve got to say, as a member of the demo-
graphic this striptease was made for (mid-30s 
mom, heyyo!), I’m excited for the opportunity 
to see a show that, from what I understand, 
“pays off” at the end (if you’re paying atten-
tion!). Performed by actors from around the 
CRANDIC (including my childhood next-
door neighbor!), this is sure to be a good time. 

––Jordan Sellergren

2019 Great Gatsby Dance, Iowa Memorial 
Union, Iowa City, Saturday, Jan. 26, 7 
p.m., $3-5 Every year, the University of 
Iowa Swing Club lights up the winter with 
a dance inspired by that quintessential ode 
to the excesses of the roaring ’20s, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. Swing danc-
ing hadn’t really gotten into full, well, swing 
yet by the 1922 setting of the novel (even the 
Charleston, while around, wasn’t popularized 
until 1923), but the costumes and music of 
the era evoked in the book are the perfect fit. 
Costumes are encouraged for the dance, but 
not necessary, and music will be provided by 
the NOLA Jazz Band. No partner or expe-
rience necessary, either, and in fact a lesson 
will kick off the event at 7 p.m. before the 
band hits the stage at 8. Cost is $3 for stu-
dents, $5 for non-students (lesson included). 
The UI Swing Club is open to non-students 
and has a long history of engaging in the wid-
er Iowa City community. 

—Genevieve Trainor

JAN. 16–
FEB. 5, 
2019

Planning an event? Submit event info to 
calendar@littlevillagemag.com. Include 
event name, date, time, venue, street 
address, admission price and a brief 
description (no all-caps, exclamation points 
or advertising verbiage, please).  To find 
more events, visit littlevillagemag.com/
calendar. Please check venue listing in case 
details have changed.

EDITORS’ PICKS

CALENDAR
EVENTS AROUND 
THE CRANDIC
JAN. 16–FEB. 5, 2019

WED., JAN. 16
Iowa City Open Coffee, Merge, Iowa City, 8 a.m., 

Free (Weekly)

Gentle Yoga, Public Space One, Iowa City, 5 p.m., 

$5-10 (Weekly)

Break Dance Group, Public Space One, Iowa City, 6 

p.m., Free (Weekly)

FEATURED: KELSEY BIGELOW, WILL GOAD

Drop The Mic—Iowa City, Sanctuary Pub, 7:30 

p.m., $5-8

Trampled by Turtles w/ Actual Wolf, Club 5, 

Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $29.50-32.50

Open Mic Night, Penguin’s Comedy Club, Cedar 

Rapids, 8 p.m., Free (Weekly)

Underground Karaoke Wednesday, Iowa City 

Yacht Club, 9 p.m., Free (Weekly)

Deltaphonic, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 9 p.m., Free

Open Stage Studio 13, Iowa City, 10 p.m., Free 

(Weekly)

THIS WEEK: ‘CODE NAME: DYNASTUD’

Late Shift at the Grindhouse, Film Scene, Iowa 

City, 10 p.m., $4 (Weekly)

THU., JAN. 17
The Picture Show: ‘Animation Show of Shows,’ 
FilmScene, Iowa City, 3:30 p.m., Free-$5
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MISSIONCREEKFESTIVAL.COM

PRODUCED BY

SPONSORED BY

find schedule and pass info at

234567

MITSKI . JENNY LEWIS . HURRAY FOR THE RIFF RAFF . BLACK MOTH SUPER RAINBOW  
JOHN MORELAND . KEVIN YOUNG . JERICHO BROWN . R.O. KWON . KWEKU COLLINS 

MOOR MOTHER . JAY SOM . MARK GUILIANA SPACE HEROES + BEAT MUSIC
STEPHANIE BURT . SABRINA ORAH MARK . NOURA MINT SEYMALI . PETE DOMINICK 

GUERILLA TOSS . LILLY HIATT . BECCA MANCARI . MIDDLE WESTERN
THE CACTUS BLOSSOMS . JAIMIE BRANCH . MAKAYA MCCRAVEN . MOCK IDENTITY

MICHAEL MAMICHAEL MARTONE . DANIEL GUMBINER . RATBOYS . HIDE . ELIZABETH MOEN
MESHA MAREN . CHEF PZ X THE CUBIST . GOOD MORNING MIDNIGHT . YOUNGER

CRYSTAL CITY . MARIA KUZNETSOVA . ABRAHAM SMITH . JENNIFER CHENG
VISUAL POETRY SYNTHESIZER WITH MAXWELL NEELY-COHEN . THE BELIEVER

THE IOWA REVIEW . CONTAINER PRESS . TWO DOLLAR RADIO . MONSTERS OF POETRY 
THE MISSOURI REVIEW . NINTH LETTER . FONOGRAF EDITIONS

ICE CREAM COMICS + ZINE FAIR . LIT WALK
UNDERGROUND SHUNDERGROUND SHOWCASE . LITERARY MAGAZINE & SMALL PRESS BOOK FAIR

BIG FREE SHOW + VINYL MARKET AT BIG GROVE BREWERY & TAPROOM
AND MORE

SUNSAT FRITHURS   WED  TUES

now one of the three part-time staff members 
at PS1, though she still contributes her labor 
well beyond her official time “on the clock.” 
The act of developing PS1 as a physical and 
conceptual space has become a large part of 
Strong’s creative practice, something she finds 

quite hard but also really fun. 
“I continue to be driven,” Strong said, “by 

hearing and witnessing the positive impact 
that PS1 has in large and small ways for folks 
in our community and by believing that art—
not just art objects, but artists, art community, 
art space—is an important part of imagining 
and creating the world we want to live in.” 

“For me,” Hemann observed, “being in-
volved with PS1 has let me grow as an artist, 
and as human being, and I cannot imagine 
Iowa City without it. It is what keeps my life 
interesting, and it’s really so amazing what 
PS1 does with such little resources! It requires 
many, many people who are super passionate 
pitching in. That is the beauty of it, and some-
times the struggle.” 

As one of the only entities in Iowa City that 
is not governed by the value systems of the 
commercial world or the bureaucracy of the 
UI, she believes PS1 plays an essential role in 
the town. “It is there to celebrate the creative 
process and play. That’s really important for 
all people who are creative, and I feel like that 
is why it’s a cornerstone of our community, 
homegrown here in Iowa City.” 

Summing up what makes PS1 special, 
Hemann quipped, “We are not governed by 
‘the man’!”  

Kembrew is a Dadaist word for Dada.

C U L T U R E

PS1 ARTISTS ARE CARRYING 
ON A TRADITION THAT 
STRETCHES BACK TO THE 
EARLY 20TH CENTURY AVANT-
GARDE MOVEMENT DADA, 
WHICH SOUGHT TO BLUR THE 
DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN ART 
AND EVERYDAY LIFE. 

>> Cont. from pg. 23
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 Owen w/ Dramatic Lovers, Triple 
Crown Whiskey Bar & Raccoon Motel, 
Davenport, Friday, Jan. 18, 10 p.m., $12
Indie-rock legend Mike Kinsella, who you 
likely know from American Football, Cap’n 
Jazz, early Joan of Arc and solo as Owen, 
will be performing his solo reflective, in-
die songs for an intimate show in the QC. 
Kinsella has been releasing solo Owen 
records since 2001, on which he performs 
vocals, guitar, bass, drums, keys, loops and 
more. Opening the show will be Milwaukee 
shoegaze group Dramatic Lovers.

Lala Lala w/ Sen Morimoto and Karen 
Meat, Rozz-Tox, Rock Island, Monday, 
Jan. 21, 8 p.m., $10-13 Hardly Art recording 
artist Lala Lala released The Lamb in late 
September 2018, and I can say with honesty 
I’ve listened to it (at least twice) every day 
since. Her reflective, grunge-pop songs have 
been getting lots of love from Pitchfork. 
Paste, Paper Mag, The Fader and more. 
Multi-instrumentalist Sen Morimoto will per-
form jazz-infused hip-hop and Karen Meat 
will open the show with her ’60s-inspired 
indie-pop songs, while Arin and Dana wear 
matching outfits, of course.

Zeta w/ Archeress and Everlasting Light, 
Rozz-Tox, Rock Island, Friday, Jan. 25, 9 
p.m., $5-10 sliding scale The Venezuelan 
experimental, avant-punk group Zeta have 
played the QC a handful of times now and 
their shows just keep getting better. Zeta has 
a beautiful way of engaging the crowd and 
making the show an energetic, unforgettable 
experience for everyone in the room. Locals 
Archeress will perform their experimental and 
intense dream pop, and Everlasting Light will 
start off their somber post-metal set with a 
reading from Aubs.

Walking and Falling: A DJ Workshop and 
Mentor Program for Woman-Identifying 
and Non-Binary Music Enthusiasts, 
Rozz-Tox, Rock Island, Saturday, Jan. 
26, 2 p.m. Workshop, Free; 8 p.m. 
Performance ($10) Attention all wom-
en-identifying and non-binary music lovers: 
Walking and Falling from Chicago is hosting 
a free, open-to-the-public workshop to teach 
the basics of DJing; all experience levels are 
welcome. Both digital and vinyl turntable 
setups with practice music will be available, 
but participants are welcome to bring their 
own records or USB drives. Later that night, 
a showcase featuring Sassmouth, Kiddo and 
Leesh will go from 8 p.m.-3 a.m., open to all.

The Medium w/ the Evening Attraction, 
Triple Crown Whiskey Bar & Raccoon 
Motel, Davenport, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 
7 p.m., $8 This show serves up a double 
dose of undeniably catchy, ’60s-inspired 
garage-pop songs that will likely be stuck in 
your head long after last call. The Medium 
(Nashville) and the Evening Attraction 
(Chicago) both come from thriving music 
scenes and are the perfect pairing for a mid-
week dance party at the whiskey bar.  

––Paige Underwood

TOP PICKS: QUAD CITIES
JAN. 16–
FEB. 5, 
2019

I.C. Press Co-op open shop, Public Space 

One, Iowa City, 4 p.m., Free (Weekly)

NewBo Happier Hour, NewBo City Market, 

5:30 p.m., Free (Weekly)

Movie Night: ‘I Am Not Your Negro,’ Cedar 

Rapids Public Library, 5:30 p.m., Free

Iowa City Meditation Class: How To Trans-
form Your Life, Quaker Friends Meeting House, 

Iowa City, 6:30 p.m., $5-10 (Weekly)

Line Dancing and Lessons, Wildwood Smoke-

house & Saloon, Iowa City, 6:30 p.m., Free 

(Weekly)

Novel Conversations, Coralville Community 

Library, 7 p.m., Free (3rd Thursday)

READING & CONVERSATION 

W/ SAMANTHA CHANG

Karen Bender: ‘The New Order,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

Thursday Night Live Open Mic, Uptown 

Bill’s, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free (Weekly)

January Mom Talk: Channeling Your Inner 
Mama Bear with Leslie Klipsch, Makers Loft, 

Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free (registration required)

Daddy-O, Parlor City Pub and Eatery, Cedar 

Rapids, 7 p.m., Free (Weekly)

MORBID FOLK STORYTELLING

Amigo the Devil w/ Harley Poe, Brian Barr, 
Gabe’s, Iowa City, 8 p.m., $15

Live Jazz, Clinton Street Social Club, Iowa City, 

8 p.m., Free (1st & 3rd Thursdays)

Laura Gibson w/ Stelth Ulvang, The Mill, 

Iowa City, 8 p.m., $12-15

Karaoke Thursday, Studio 13, Iowa City, 8 

p.m., Free (Weekly)

OMAHA RIFF ROCK

Gallivant, Iowa City Yacht Club, 9 p.m., $7

Levi Pugh & Peter Stolz Duo, Gabe’s, Iowa 

City, 9 p.m., Free

EDITORS’ PICKS
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The Garden Wren
florist & yarn studio

102D 16TH AVE. SW
IN CZECH VILLAGE
319-241-9987 • THEGARDENWREN.COM

Black Earth Gallery

1010 3rd Street SE, suite 2
 entrance on the alley 

Cedar Rapids, IA  #NewBoDistrict 
blackearthgallery.com
@black_earth_gallery

hours: w-sat, noon-5:30pm

New Bo
319-362-3615
208 12th Ave

the DAISY

Marion
319-249-1898
1105 8th Ave

Tu, Wed, Fri   11-5
Th   11-7   •   Sat   11-4

~ closed sunday & monday ~

www.shopthedaisy.com

CLOTHING  • GIFTS & DECOR

FRI., JAN. 18
ALCOHOLIC AND NON-ALCOHOLIC OPTIONS

Hot Cocoa Crawl, Downtown Iowa City, 5 p.m., $15

Chris McGreal: ‘American Overdose,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

FAC Dance Party, The Union, Iowa City, 7 p.m. 

(Weekly)

CEDAR RAPIDS COUNTRY ROCK

Michael Moncada and Whiskey High, Wildwood 

Smokehouse & Saloon, Iowa City, 8 p.m., $7

ALSO 1/19 AT 8 P.M.

Auggie Smith w/ Mike Brody, Penguin’s Comedy 

Club, Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $13-15

Cedar County Cobras, Sanctuary Pub, Iowa City, 8 

p.m., Free

Jordan Sellergren with Randall Davis, Paul 
Cary, The Mill, Iowa City, 8 p.m., $7

DUB SHOW FROM PINEAL PURSUITS

Divine Minds Therapy Sessions with Makak 
& Parrotice w/ BRUUUCE, Atrilla the Young, 
Gabe’s, Iowa City, 8:30 p.m., $7-10

Wade Bowen and Stoney LaRue, First Avenue 

Club, Iowa City, 8:30 p.m., $22-150

HIGH-ENERGY REGGAE & FUNK

Tropidelic w/ Rude Punch, Iowa City Yacht Club, 9 

p.m., $10-12

Underground Pianos w/ Jeff Mead, Iowa City 

Yacht Club, 9 p.m., $5-10 (Weekly)

SoulShake, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 10 p.m., Free (Weekly)

Sasha Belle Presents: Friday Night Drag & 
Dance Party, Studio 13, Iowa City, 10:30 p.m., $5 

(Weekly)

SAT, JAN. 19
RAVNICA ALLEGIANCE; ALSO 1/20 11 A.M. & 2 P.M.

Magic: The Gathering Prerelease, Critical Hit 

Games, Iowa City, 12 & 10 a.m. & 2 & 7 p.m., $25 

ALSO 1/21 AT 10 A.M. & 1/24 AT 3:30 P.M.

The Picture Show: Early Man,’ FilmScene, Iowa 

City, 10 a.m., Free-$5

Family Storytime, Iowa City Public Library, 10:30 

a.m., Free (Weekly)

I.C. Press Co-op Open Shop, Public Space One, 

Iowa City, 12 p.m., Free (Weekly)

EXHIBIT RUNS THROUGH 1/27

Opening Reception: Christopher Carman Blues 
Art, CSPS Legion Arts, Cedar Rapids, 3 p.m., Free

5TH ANNUAL 24 HR PLAY FEST AND SILENT AUCTION

RHCR Theatre Presents: Write. Act. Watch., 
Cedar Rapids Public Library Whipple Auditorium, 6 

p.m., $15

Jim Buennig w/ Damani Phillips, The Mill, Iowa 

City, 7 p.m., $5-7

SEVEN DECADES DEFINING THE SOUND OF THE 

AMERICAN SOUTH

The Blind Boys of Alabama, Englert Theatre, Iowa 

City, 8 p.m., $36.50-56.50

EDITORS’ PICKS



LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV256   Jan. 16–Feb. 5, 2019  31

NEW CEDAR RAPIDS ROCK

Interstellar Cave Dweller, Famous Mockingbird, 

Marion, 8 p.m., $5

Cary Miller Band, Wildwood Smokehouse & 

Saloon, Iowa City, 8 p.m., $5

DARK AGENDA, VIOLENT INTENT, ST. OCTOBER, 

DEATH BY DISASTER

Through Metal We Rise!, The Hive Collective, 

Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $10

Chris Janson, Paramount Theatre, Cedar Rapids, 

8 p.m., $39.75-49.75

IC EMO MIX

Scamper. w/ Quinn Corrigan Miller, Rever-
end, Iowa City Yacht Club, 9 p.m., $7-10

Elation Dance Party, Studio 13, Iowa City, 9 

p.m., $5 (Weekly)
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For questions, contact:
Julie Birky
Crowded Closet
crowdedcloset.marketing@gmail.com
cell 319-325-7591

1213 Gilbert Ct, Iowa City | 319-337-5924 | crowdedcloset.org

MCC THRIFT SHOP
Crowded Closet

1213 Gilbert Court, Iowa City, IA 52240   319-337-5924   www.crowdedcloset.org

Shop operations projected for relocation in January
Construction continues at Pepperwood Plaza in Iowa City to transform the former Kmart building into the new 
Crowded Closet Thrift Shop. Some initial operations may begin relocation in January. The timeline will develop 
around occupancy date, to be confirmed. Donation receiving will continue at all stages of relocation and is projected 
to be the first phase of operations in the new shop. Grand opening date to be determined.

What will be the same?
Volunteers will continue to be the “heart and soul” of Crowded Closet. Over 250 active volunteers serve regularly, 
and hundreds more join for one-time or short-term service.

Giving to Mennonite Central Committee will continue and is projected to increase as shop activity grows. 

What will be different?
Ease of donation drop-off. Accessible drive-thru with automatic doors at donation entrance will improve service to 
donors. 

All operations under one roof. Crowded Closet presently owns the thrift shop, and a storage building across the 
street for salvage goods and seasonal inventory. The new facility unites all operations under one roof for increased 
safety and efficiency. 

Frequently Asked Questions:
Does Crowded Closet own all of the former Kmart building?  No, Crowded Closet has purchased slightly over 
50% of the building.

Is the new location bigger?  Yes, Crowded Closet currently owns 30,000 square feet (sf) with both buildings 
combined. Current retail space is 15,000 sf. The new location will be 50,000 sf: 24,000 retail, 14,000 processing and 
storage, and 12,000 sf expansion space which will be initially rented out for income.

Stay tuned to Facebook for the latest relocation updates or email crowdedcloset.volunteer@gmail.com to receive 
weekly email updates. 

Above: Architectural rendering 
of new shop. Left: Renovations 
continue at the new shop location at 
Pepperwood Plaza, 851 Highway 6 
East in Iowa City, the former Kmart 
building.

MCC THRIFT SHOP
Crowded Closet

Fall 2018 Newsletter

Check us 
out on:

Changing lives locally and around the world. Shop. Donate. Volunteer.

MCC THRIFT SHOP
Crowded Closet

1213 Gilbert Court, Iowa City, IA 52240   

Up-Cycle Contest
Crowded Closet received a record breaking 21 
entries for our 6th annual Up-cycle Contest. There 
were 141 votes cast October 2-4 for the Up-cycle 
contestants. Jeanine Redlinger won 1st prize with 
a suitcase she up-cycled into a doll house. Rita 
Hesson won 2nd prize with a garden sculpture.  
Thank you to all who participated in the contest.  

Serve MCC at Crowded Closet 
Volunteer Openings
Groups needed to process and stock Christmas inventory. Schedule 
your service group for any evening in November. 

Retail Assistant: Provide customer service to shoppers on 
Wednesday, Friday or Saturday mornings. 

Greeter: Welcome guests to the shop any day, Monday –Thursday. 

Donation Receiving: Greet donors and sort donations as they arrive 
on Monday afternoons. 

Cashier: Join the team of cashiers to assist customers at check out. 
Regular openings on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 

Workshop Processing: Prepare furniture and small appliances for 
sale on Thursday mornings. 

Email crowdedcloset.volunteer@gmail.com to schedule your service.

Staff Opening
Receiving applications for the following position:

Donation Receiving Assistant (PT): Provide donor service and 
volunteer support at donation drop-off.

ON  THE MOVE

SALES
Super

NEW items added daily!

Every Thursday  Half Price Sale  
in January  50% off ALL Thrift

Jan. 16  On the Move Kick-off

Jan. 28 - Feb. 2  25% off ALL Thrift

Coming soon
Relocating to Pepperwood Plaza (851 Hwy 6) 

... to serve you better!

Gilbert Court location open for shopping 
through mid-February.

January Events

and Hugh Raffles. The case by the front door holds a number of 
small books published by local grant recipients. 

“People don’t need to make money [off the books],” store owner 
Anson Ng said, pushing up his thick glasses. “They can use them as 
gifts, or things to pass out at dinner parties like name cards.”

On my next visit to Júbilo 31, Lin and the other employees recog-
nized me right away. “Shirley,” they cooed. 

I arrived with an offering of flan from the Portuguese shop owner 
next door. We sat on the children’s stools, slicing off pieces of flan 
with tin forks. In between serving herself and her son bites, Lin 
wiped globs of flan that dripped down her son’s chin. Later, I real-
ized that I should’ve offered them the whole slice inside of splitting 
it with me—better manners. They know I’m not from there, though. 

As I visited other bookstores around Macau, I ran into Kog’s book 
again and again. The woman in the pictures is lost in the trees. Over 
time, she finds her way through. She realizes that knowing how to 
love herself and others was one of things that allowed her to live 
anywhere.  

Shirley Wang is a freelance audio journalist and writer currently 
based in the Midwest and Hong Kong. Previously, she was an intern 
at Iowa Public Radio and at WGBH in Boston. She grew up in Iowa 
City and moved to Macau in September after graduating from Tufts 
University. In Hong Kong, she freelanced, ate a lot of Cantonese 
congee, joined a book club and fell in love. You can follow her on 
Twitter at shirleyshirlw. 

>> Cont. from pg. 11
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MON., JAN. 21
MLK Day of Service, Iowa Memorial 

Union, Iowa City, 8 a.m., Free

DECORATE PEACE POLES

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Afri-

can American Museum of Iowa, Cedar 

Rapids, 10 a.m., $1

Madhuri Vijay: ‘The Far Field,’ Prai-

rie Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

Open Mic, The Mill, Iowa City, 8 p.m., 

Free (Weekly)

Comedy Open Mic with Spencer 
& Dan, Yacht Club, Iowa City, 9 p.m., 

Free (Weekly)

Say Anything Karaoke, Gabe’s, Iowa 

City, 10 p.m., Free (Weekly)

TUE., JAN. 22
NAMIWalks Rally, Englert Theatre, 

Iowa City, 6 p.m., Free

ALSO 1/23 AT 10 A.M. AND 6 P.M.

Paw Patrol Live! Race To The Res-
cue, Paramount Theatre, Cedar Rapids, 

6 p.m., $22-113

Blues Jam, Parlor City Pub and Eatery, 

Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., Free (Weekly)

Tim Johnston: ‘The Current,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

Weekly Old-Timey Jam Sessions, 
Trumpet Blossom Cafe, Iowa City, 7:30 

p.m., Free (Weekly)

Dance Party with DJ Batwoman, 
Iowa City Yacht Club, 9 p.m., Free 

(Weekly)

Ponce, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 9 p.m., Free

Comedy & Karaoke, Studio 13, Iowa 

City, 9 p.m., Free (Weekly)

Karaoke Tuesdays, The Mill, Iowa 

City, 10 p.m., Free (Weekly)

WED., JAN. 23
Burlington Street Bluegrass Band, 
The Mill, Iowa City, 6 p.m., $5 (2nd & 

4th Wednesdays)

UI LECTURE SERIES

Black Klansman: How Ron Stall-
worth Infiltrated the KKK, Englert 

Theatre, Iowa City, 7:30 p.m., Free

THIS WEEK: ‘CAROUSHELL’

Late Shift at the Grindhouse, Film 

Scene, Iowa City, 10 p.m., $4 (Weekly)

EDITORS’ PICKS

SUN., JAN. 20
LECTURE AND BOOK SIGNING

Fred Easker: ‘Connected to Place: 
Landscape Paintings,’ Cedar Rapids 

Museum of Art, 1 p.m., Free

CLOSING PERFORMANCE

ICCT Presents: ‘Is There Life After 
High School?,’ Johnson County Fair-

grounds, Iowa City, 2 p.m., $11-19

Sunday Funday, Iowa City Public 

Library, Iowa City, 2 p.m., Free (Weekly)

TRADITIONAL MUSIC FROM NORTH-

ERN IRELAND

Connla, CSPS Legion Arts, Cedar 

Rapids, 7 p.m., $21-26

Pub Quiz, The Mill, Iowa City, 9 p.m., 

$1 (Weekly)



 34  Jan. 16–Feb. 5, 2019   LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV256

LittleVillageMag.com/BStar
AVAILABLE NOW
BStar

LittleVillageMag.com/Younger
PRESALE NOW
Younger THU., JAN. 24

YUCK FOU TOUR

Jarren Benton w/ QonfliQ, Tay Yung, M.E.D. 
Fam, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 6 p.m., $15-18

Tom Hunt: ‘One Fatal Mistake,’ Prairie Lights, Iowa 

City, 7 p.m., Free

FLUTE, VIOLA AND HARP

Tre Voci, Hancher, Iowa City, 7:30 p.m., $10-40

Tonic Sol-fa, Coralville Center for the Performing Arts, 

7:30 p.m., $17-27

Tinder LIVE! with Lane Moore, The Mill, Iowa City, 

8 p.m., $15-18

Timbre Ghost, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 9 p.m., Free

FRI., JAN. 25
NewBo Open Coffee, Roasters Coffeehouse in 

NewBo City Market, Cedar Rapids, 8 a.m., Free (2nd 

& 4th Fridays)

Wapsipinicon Almanac 25, Prairie Lights, Iowa 

City, 7 p.m., Free

OPENING NIGHT

‘The Gospel According to Thomas Jefferson, 
Charles Dickens, and Count Leo Tolstoy,’ River-

side Theatre, Iowa City, 7:30 p.m., $10-30

ORCHESTRA IOWA

Art Through Music, Coralville Center for the Per-

forming Arts, 7:30 p.m., $10-25

OPENING NIGHT

‘The Full Monty,’ Theatre Cedar Rapids, 7:30 p.m., 

$25-45

OPENING NIGHT

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ Giving Tree Theater, 8 

p.m., $26

ALSO 1/26 AT 8 P.M.

Mike Armstrong w/ Rafe Williams, Penguin’s 

Comedy Club, Cedar Rapids, 8 p.m., $18-20

KENTUCKY BLUES ROCK

Otis, Famous Mockingbird, Marion, 8 p.m., $10

Sean Costanza w/ Brian Johannesen, Trumpet 

Blossom Cafe, Iowa City, 9 p.m., $7

EDITORS’ PICKS



JANUARY
24 Tre Voci

FEBRUARY
2 Club Hancher: Banda Magda
6 Culinary Arts Experience: 
 University Catering
 Dinner with the Chefs
8–10 Jersey Boys
16 Rahim AlHaj and string ensemble
 Letters from Iraq
21 We Shall Overcome— A Celebration  
 of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
 Featuring Damien Sneed
23 Russian National Orchestra

MARCH
2 Danú
8 Lawrence Brownlee and Eric Owens
10 Theatre Lovett, They Called Her Vivaldi
14 Havana Cuba All-Stars
 Asere! A Fiesta Cubana
30 Club Hancher: Kaia Kater
31 Brentano String Quartet

APRIL
6 American Ballet Theatre 
 Whipped Cream
12 Batsheva Dance Company, Venezuela
24 Culinary Arts Experience:  
 Trumpet Blossom Café

$10 FOR MOST  
STUDENT TICKETS

TICKETS
Order online hancher.uiowa.edu
Call (319) 335-1160 or 800-HANCHER
Accessibility Services (319) 335-1158

Great Artists. Great Audiences. 
Hancher Performances.
Discover more at hancher.uiowa.edu.

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa sponsored 
events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable 
accommodation in order to participate in this program, please contact 
Hancher in advance at (319) 335-1158.

2019 SPRING SEASON
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Top: Banda Magda, Havana Cuba All-Stars,
American Ballet Theatre
Bottom: Damien Sneed, Batsheva Dance 
Company, Russian National Orchestra, Kaia Kater
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TOP PICKS: DES MOINES

Vinyl Brew, Confluence Brewing 
Company, Des Moines, Wednesday, Jan. 
16, 6 p.m., Free You may not think of Des 
Moines as a huge player in rock ‘n’ roll his-
tory, but the cover art for some of the most 
famous albums of all time were actually 
designed by Iowans. We’re talking albums 
by Prince, Devo, Van Halen and many more. 
This month’s Vinyl Brew will feature appear-
ances by the album artists themselves—Jay 
Vigon and Margo Nahas. That’s in addition 
to the marketplace of thousands of records 
for sale and vinyl spun by Valley Junction’s 
Skylabs. Plus, there will be plenty of those 
delicious Confluence microbrews available at 
arm’s reach when you need a break from all 
the crate digging. Win-win.

The Tighten Up w/ Lady Revel, Lefty’s, 
Des Moines, Friday, Jan. 18, 9:30 p.m., 
$7 The Tighten Up used to play jazz nights 
at the Lift. I would wander in after work to 
check out the band’s new takes on old jazz 
standards. Their roster was always an all-star 
lineup of some of Des Moines’ finest players, 
and the collected talent in the band always 
made them feel a little too big for the small 
stage at the Lift. So, it’s good to see they’ve 
tightened it up for a performance at a more 
full-scale music venue like Lefty’s. If you 
haven’t managed to see them throughout the 
past few years of venue-hopping the band has 
done, now’s your chance.

 Roe on the Rocks!, Curate, Des 
Moines, Tuesday, Jan. 22, 5:30 p.m., $25 
It’s 2019 and Kim Reynolds is once again 
governor of our state. During her previous 
tenure, her administration voted to pull out of 
the 90/10 federal-to-state match for Planned 
Parenthood funding, costing clinics across 
the state nearly $3 million. Then they hit it 
again in 2018, passing one of the most re-
strictive abortion laws in the United States. 
Considering these recent attacks on women’s 
health, support for events like Roe on the 
Rocks is more important than ever. The event 
will raise funds for Planned Parenthood, 
featuring live music from Karen Meat and 
Ramona Muse Lambert. The whole thing 
goes down on Jan. 22 at Curate in the East 
Village, practically in the shadow of the gold-
en dome of our state capitol building.

Beats Antique w/ Axel Thesleff, Wooly’s, 
Des Moines, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 8 p.m., 
$20-22 Beats Antique has always felt like 
more of a show than a band. Featuring belly 
dancers, a horn section and all the antics of a 
travelling carnival, the group is a bit like the 
Gogol Bordello of EDM. Their 2016 effort, 
“Shadowbox” carried itself like a Middle 
Eastern infused tour of the dance floor with 
guest spots from the likes Killer Bee, the 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band and many oth-
ers. See the whole spectacle for yourself 
when the band rolls into Des Moines for a 
stop at Wooly’s at the end of the month.  

—Trey Reis 

JAN. 16–
FEB. 5, 
2019

Craft cocktails  
Draft selections

Live music

Four blocks  
from downtown

Organic plant-based creations 
to reflect the season and 

respect the land.

Tues-Sat 11am-9pm  Sun 10am-3pm
Bar is often open til midnight
310 E. Prentiss St., Iowa City

319-248-0077 trumpetblossom.com
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DENNIS DEYOUNG: 
THE GRAND ILLUSION

40TH ANNIVERSARY ALBUM TOUR

FEBRUARY 8 AT 8 PM
$55 | $40 | $25

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE
riversidecasinoandresort.com

OR IN THE GIFT SHOP
319.648.12343184 HWY 22 | Riverside, IA 52327

L I T T L E  V I L L A G E 
C R E AT I V E  S E R V I C E S

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N

M O B I L E  W E B S I T E S

C U S T O M  A D  C A M PA I G N S

L O G O S  A N D  B R A N D I N G

P H O T O G R A P H Y  &  V I D E O

l i t t l e v i l l a g e c r e a t i v e . c o m

CS



EDITORS’ PICKS

SAT., JAN. 26
2019 Local Foods Roundtable, 
MERGE, Iowa City, 9:30 a.m., Free 

(registration recommended)

ALSO 1/28 AT 10 A.M. & 1/31 AT 3:30 P.M.

The Picture Show: BMX Bandits,’ 
FilmScene, Iowa City, 10 a.m., Free-$5

Quad Con Comic & Toy Show, Ra-

mada Inn, Cedar Rapids, 10 a.m., $5

CONTINUES 1/27 AT 10 A.M.

Be The Light You Are: Writing 
Yourself with Debra Engle, Iowa 

Writers’ House, Iowa City, 10 a.m., 

$165

CELEBRATE THE BEERS OF WINTER

Coralville BrrrFest 2019, Coralville 

Marriott Hotel & Conference Center, 12 

p.m., $35

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa-sponsored 
events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in 
order to participate in this program, please contact the SMA in advance at 319-335-1727.

February 1

5:00–7:00 p.m.

FilmScene

118 E. College St.

Iowa City

FREE ADMISSION
stanleymuseum.uiowa.edu

HAPPY 
HOUR
+ 
ART

first
Friday

Winter Wildlands Alliance Backcoun-
try Film Festival, Indian Creek Nature 

Center, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., $20

Sweet 16! PS1’s Annual Art Auction & 
B-day Celebration, Public Space One, 

Iowa City, 6 p.m., Free

Shout Your Abortion Reading & Book 
Signing, High Ground Cafe, Iowa City, 6 

p.m., Free

2019 Great Gatsby Dance, Iowa Memo-

rial Union, Iowa City, 7 p.m., $3-5

Art Through Music, Opus Concert Café, 

Cedar Rapids, 7:30 p.m., $10-25

Dreamwell and City Circle Pres-
ent the All in a Day Play Festival, 
Coralville Center for the Performing Arts, 

7:30 p.m., $15

Zach Peterson w/ Donny Townsend, 
Spencer Loucks, Andrew Cline, Au-
drey Brock, Blue Moose Tap House, Iowa 

City, 8 p.m., $5



BEAT THE BITTER: MAKE YOUR OWN

Pizza Making With Gennaro, Rus-

ciano’s Authentic Taste of Napoli, North 

Liberty, 3 p.m., $10-40

‘Who Will Write Our History’, Film-

Scene, Iowa City, 5 p.m., $8-10.50

Engelbert Humperdinck, Paramount 

Theatre, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., $51.50-

78.50

Doppleganger w/ Shattered 
Crown, Beneath the Hollow, Guilty 
of Treason, Blue Moose Tap House, 

Iowa City, 6:30 p.m., $5-8

An Evening with Dawes, Englert 

Theatre, Iowa City, 7 p.m., $40

MON., JAN. 28
BEAT THE BITTER: KICKOFF

Beat the Bitter Luau, Reds Alehouse, 

North Liberty, 6 p.m., $35

A VERITABLE GENRE-SPLOSION

BYOBrass w/ NonGrata, the Be-
Sides, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 9 p.m., $8

Anthony Worden, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 

10 p.m., Free

SUN., JAN. 27
Iowa Youth Wrestling State Cham-
pionship, U.S. Cellular Center, Cedar 

Rapids, 8:30 a.m., Free-$10

BEAT THE BITTER: KITE SHOW

Wintry Warm UP, Centennial Park, 

North Liberty, 12 p.m., Free

BEAT THE BITTER: POLAR JUMP

Freezin’ for a Reason, Centennial 

Park Pond, North Liberty, 2 p.m., $50 

donation

BEAT THE BITTER: MAKE YOUR OWN

Winter Wonderland Snowflake 
Platters, Big Picture Gallery and Stu-

dio, North Liberty, 3 p.m., $35

LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/CALENDAR
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COMING SOON TO IOWA CITY

H E A D L I N E R SH E A D L I N E R S

PROCEEDS GO TO:

F LOODWATER F E S T . COM

CATHERINE
COHEN

3/1
@ BLUE MOOSE

SOLOMON
GEORGIO

@ THE MILL
3/2

LAUGHS. LOVE. DIVERSITY.

Feb 28th - Mar 2nd 2019

TUE., JAN. 29
BEAT THE BITTER: SKATE-IN FILM

Film Scene Presents: ‘The Mighty Ducks,’ Penn 

Meadows Park, North Liberty, 6 p.m., Free

WED., JAN. 30
BEAT THE BITTER: MAKE YOUR OWN

Cork n Canvas, Cafe Muse, North Liberty, 6 

p.m., $30

BEAT THE BITTER: TALK BY DEB CARNEOL

7 Marathons in 7 Days on 7 Continents, Keystone 

Place at Forevergreen, North Liberty, 6:30 p.m., Free

EAST COAST ROCK

Bayside (acoustic) w/ Golds, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 7 

p.m., $20-24

SPEAKING AT MERGE AT 10 A.M., STUDIO 13 AT 9 P.M.

Andrew Yang: ‘The War on Normal People,’ 
Prairie Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

THIS WEEK: ‘BMX BANDITS’

Late Shift at the Grindhouse, Film Scene, Iowa 

City, 10 p.m., $4 (Weekly)

THU., JAN. 31
READING & CONVERSATION W/ ALEXIA ARTHURS

Jamil Jan Kochai: ‘99 Nights in Logar,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

BEAT THE BITTER: FREE CLASS

Snorkeling with Diventures, North Liberty Pool And 

Aquatic Center, 7:30 p.m., Free (registration required)

12th Planet w/ shlump, Gentlemens Club, Infekt, 
Blue Moose Tap House, Iowa City, 9 p.m., $18-20

FRI., FEB. 1
BEAT THE BITTER: SENIOR DINING

Travelogue Presentation by Jeff Milton, North 

Liberty Community Center, 11:30 a.m., $5

BEAT THE BITTER: FREE FAMILY FUN

Fire & Ice Friday, Penn Meadows Park, North Liberty, 

3 p.m., Free

BEAT THE BITTER: QUIZ

Toasty Trivia & Fireworks, Reds Alehouse, North 

Liberty, 6:30 p.m., $5

EDITORS’ PICKS
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englert.org
221 E. Washington St, Iowa City

(319) 688-2653

thursday, february 28 @ 8pm

I’m With Her

WITH MIPSO 

February 15 & 16 @ 8pm

the second city
 SPONSORED BY JAMES INVESTMENT GROUP, INC.

 

PASSWORDS TOUR | SPONSORED BY RYLAN AND ROSS DEVALOIS 
OF MIDAMERICA SECURITIES MGT. CO.

tuesday, february 26

marcia ball & sonny landreth
SPONSORED BY WEST MUSIC

wednesday, february 27

jeff tweedy  - sold out
WITH BUCK MEEK

THE ULTIMATE BEATLES TRIBUTE | SPONSORED BY RYLAN & ROSS DEVALOIS 
OF MIDAMERICA SECURITIES MGT CO

sunday, january 27

an evening with dawes

wednesday, february 13

the fab four

monday, march 4

The milk carton kids

friday, february 8

demetri martin
WANDERING MIND TOUR | CO-PRESENTED WITH MAMMOTH LIVE

FOLK SUPERGROUP FEAT. SARA WATKINS, 
SARAH JAROSZ, & AOIFE O'DONOVAN

Novuyo Rosa Tshuma: ‘House of Stone,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

‘Kinky Boots,’ Paramount Theatre, Cedar Rapids, 

7:30 p.m., $50-75

BEAT THE BITTER: CONCERT EXPERIENCE

Igloo Jam, Penn Meadows Park, North Liberty, 8 

p.m., $25-35

Druids w/ Aseethe, Dryad, Trumpet Blossom Cafe, 

Iowa City, 8 p.m., $7

Shane Mauss: Stand-Up Science, The Mill, Iowa 

City, 8 p.m., $15-18

Aaron Kamm & the One Drops w/ 6 Odd Rats, 
Gabe’s, Iowa City, 9 p.m., $10

Prodagy STT w/ Father Venice, Vegas, Iowa City 

Yacht Club, 9 p.m., $7

SAT., FEB. 2
BEAT THE BITTER: EARLY MORNING

Lions Burrrito Breakfast, North Liberty Lions Club, 

8 a.m., $5-6

BEAT THE BITTER: WINTER GAMES

5K-ish Obstacle Run, Penn Meadows Park, North 

Liberty, 9 a.m., $15-25

BEAT THE BITTER: WINTER GAMES

Curling Tournament, Penn Meadows Park, North 

Liberty, 9 a.m., $40-50

BEAT THE BITTER: WINTER GAMES

Freeze Your Bags Off, Penn Meadows Park, North 

Liberty, 9 a.m., $20-30

ALSO 2/4 AT 10 A.M. & 2/7 AT 3:30 P.M.

The Picture Show: ‘Mirai,’ FilmScene, Iowa City, 10 

a.m., Free-$5

BEAT THE BITTER: FAMILY FUN

Winter Tea Party, North Liberty Community Library, 

10:30 a.m., Free (registration required)

BEAT THE BITTER: WINTER GAMES

Broomball Tournament, Penn Meadows Park, North 

Liberty, 11 a.m., $10-15

BEAT THE BITTER: WINTER GAMES

KICK Winter in the SnowBALL, Penn Meadows 

Park, North Liberty, 11 a.m., $75-100
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DEDICATED  TO  YOUR  

DEFINITION  OF              

CREATIVITY  

CRAFTSMANSHIP  

CUSTOMER  SERVICE

home

319-248-0561 

www.andrewmartinconstruction.com

CALL TODAY FOR 

A FREE QUOTE!

EDITORS’ PICKS

BEAT THE BITTER:

 TEEN MURDER MYSTERY

Dying for Love, North Liberty Com-

munity Library, 6 p.m., Free (registration 

required)

Applaud The Poet: Poetry Slam, 
Raygun, Cedar Rapids, 6 p.m., $5

Brass Transit Authority, Famous 

Mockingbird, Marion, 8 p.m., $10

MINNEAPOLIS FUNK

Bad Advice Club w/ Big Oak, Max 

& the Megababes, Gabe’s, Iowa City, 9 

p.m., $7

MINNEAPOLIS CHAMBER POP

Sister Species w/ Dana T, Elly H., 
Trumpet Blossom Cafe, Iowa City, 9 

p.m., $7

Banda Magda, Hancher, Iowa City, 

6:30 (sold out) & 9 p.m., $10-25

SUN., FEB. 3
Art Exhibit: Laura Castro, Shores Event 

Center, Cedar Rapids, 7 p.m., Free

MON., FEB. 4
PRIDE AT FILMSCENE

‘Cassandro, the Exotico,’ FilmScene, 

Iowa City, 6 p.m., $8-10.50

Sabrina Orah Mark: ‘Wild Milk,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

TUE., FEB. 5
Beth M. Howard: ‘Hausfrau Honey-
moon: Love, Language, and Other 
Misadventures in Germany,’ Prairie 

Lights, Iowa City, 7 p.m., Free

Eulenspiegel Puppets Presents ‘Apple-
seed!’, Coralville Center for the Performing 

Arts, 7 p.m., $10-15

 “A commitment to      
    creative nonfiction 

that feels genuinely 
          groundbreaking”

- Simran Hans
 The Guardian

PASSES ON SALE AT TRUEFALSE.ORG 

FEB 28 – MAR 3, 2019 
COLUMBIA, MO

A four-day celebration of nonfiction cinema 
accompanied by the festive spirit of live music, 
immersive art installations, and even a parade.
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TOP PICKS: WATERLOO/CEDAR FALLS
JANUARY 16–FEBRUARY 5, 2019

Harry Potter Yoga: the Yule Ball, Ananda Studio, Waterloo, Saturday, Jan. 19, 4:30 & 6 
p.m., $20 I had no idea how much I needed this until now. The concept of a Harry Potter/yoga 
mashup makes so much sense when I think about the amounts of sheer magic it takes for me to 
achieve certain poses. Wands will be provided for this Yule Ball-inspired class. Pre-registration is 
highly recommended, as Ananda Studio added the 4:30 p.m. session because slots for the 6 p.m. 
class were filling up so fast! Accio water bottle!

 Brother Trucker, Octopus College Hill, Cedar Falls, Friday, Jan. 25, 8 p.m., $7 Des 
Moines roots rockers Brother Trucker return to Octopus in support of their newest record 5, which 
came out in September. 

Need for Speed Speaker Series with Craig Bravender, Grout Museum District, 
Waterloo, Thursday, Jan. 31, 6 p.m., $8-10 (registration required) This talk accompanies 
the exhibit Sulkies to Speedways: A Need for Speed in the Cedar Valley, currently at the 
Grout Museum of History and Science. Local historian Craig Bravender presents History of 
Motorcycling in the Cedar Valley 1908-1960s, covering stories of local races and clubs as well 
as tales of prominent racers. (If you’re a big fan of motorcycle racing, you’ll also want to catch 
the previous weekend’s Extreme Enduro event at the National Cattle Congress Hippodrome, 
Saturday, Jan. 26 at 6 p.m., Free-$15 to watch, $35-40 to race.)

Ice Harvesting Festival, Big Woods Lake, Cedar Falls, Saturday, Feb. 2, 10 a.m. & 
1 p.m., Free Join the Cedar Falls Historical Society Ice House Council for family-friendly 
demonstrations, ice carving and kids activities. Food and drink will be available for purchase.  

Hey!
It’s your
last 
chance 
to place 
an ad in
Bread 
& Butter, 
the 
2019 
Dining 
Guide 
for the 
CRANDIC 
CONTACT
ADS@LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM

PUBLISHED BY LITTLE VILLAGE

IOWA CITY/CEDAR RAPIDS 2018 DINING GUIDE
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IOWA CITY  
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MOVIE NIGHT JUST GOT BETTER!

105 S. Dubuque St. on the Ped Mall
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Delicious
meals
made
from

scratch.

Served 
up for
over
fifty

years!

FOOD | DRINKS | ENTERTAINMENT

120 E Burlington St. | 319.351.9529 | icmill.com

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

P L E A S E  S U P P O R T  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S !

BIOTEST (6)
CEDAR RAPIDS NEW BOHEMIA / CZECH VILLAGE 
CO-OP (30-31)
- THE GARDEN WREN 
- BLACK EARTH GALLERY
- PARLOR CITY
- GET FRESH 
- MAD MODERN
- THE DAISY
- GOLDFINCH CYCLERY
- RAYGUN
CITY OF IOWA CITY (7)
CROWDED CLOSET (32)
DANCING PRAIRIE MASSAGE THERAPY COLLEGE (49)
THE DANDY LION (39)
DODGE STREET COFFEEHOUSE (52) 
EL BANDITOS (31)
THE ENGLERT THEATRE (41)
FILMSCENE (13)
FLOODWATER (40)
THE GAZETTE (26, 32)
GRADUATE IOWA CITY (16)
HANCHER AUDITORIUM (2-3, 35)
HOTEL GRINNELL (5)
IOWA ARTISAN’S GALLERY (24)
IOWA CITY COMMUNITY THEATRE (38)
IOWA CITY DOWNTOWN CO-OP (44-45)
- BARONCINI 
- IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY
- THE KONNEXION
- THE CONVENIENCE STORE
- RELEASE BODY MODIFICATIONS
- BREAD GARDEN MARKET
- RECORD COLLECTOR
- TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES
- NODO
- WHITE RABBIT
- THE MILL
- HEARTLAND YOGA
IOWA CITY GIRLS SOFTBALL (11)
IOWA CITY NORTHSIDE MARKETPLACE (46-47)
- GOOSETOWN 
- BLUEBIRD 
- JOHN’S GROCERY
- DESIGN RANCH
- DODGE ST. TIRE

- HOME EC. WORKSHOP
- R.S.V.P.
- WILLOW & STOCK
- HIGH GROUND 
- OASIS FALAFEL
- ARTIFACTS
- HAMBURG INN 
IOWA CITY SOUTH OF BOWERY (20-21)
- THE COTTAGE
- TECHNIGRAPHICS
- MUSICIAN’S PRO SHOP
- CRITICAL HIT GAMES
- GOODFELLOW PRINTING, INC.
- WORLD OF BIKES
- OLD CAPITOL SCREEN PRINTERS
- THE BROKEN SPOKE
- WHITEDOG IMPORT AUTO SERVICE
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH (39)
IOWA PUBLIC RADIO (7)
IOWA RECOVERY ROOM (49)
THE JAKOBSEN CONFERENCE (25)
KCCK JAZZ 88.3 (37)
KIM SCHILLIG (11)
MARTIN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (42)
M.C. GINSBERG (9)
MISSION CREEK FESTIVAL (28)
MOLLY’S CUPCAKES (26)
NEW SONG EPISCOPAL CHURCH (22)
OASIS FALAFEL (15)
OBERMANN CENTER (25)
ORCHESTRA IOWA (51)
POP’S BBQ (43)
PUBLIC SPACE ONE (19)
QUINTON’S BAR & DELI (10)
RED PEPPER DELI & GRILL (10)
RIVERSIDE CASINO & GOLF RESORT (37)
RIVERSIDE THEATRE (33)
SOSEKI (11)
TRUE/FALSE FILM FEST (42)
TRUMPET BLOSSOM CAFE (36)
SANCTUARY (36)
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA STANLEY MUSEUM OF ART (38)
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA CLINICAL TRIALS (42)
WHITEDOG IMPORT AUTO SERVICE (17)
ZEPHYR PRINTING & DESIGN (45)

LittleVillageMag.com/Advertising

CORALVILLE 
411 2nd St., Ste. C, Coralville, IA
P 319-351-7100 | F 319-351-7107
coralville@zephyrprinting.com

DOWNTOWN
125 S. Dubuque St., Iowa City, IA
P 319-351-3500 | F 319-351-4893

copies@zephyrprinting.com

www.zephyrprinting.com
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Corner of Dodge & 
Davenport Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 
319-354-2623

info@designranch.com
www.designranch.com

Classic &  
Contemporary
Furniture  
Lighting  
Housewares & 
Gifts Registry
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207 NORTH LINN STREET, IOWA CITY

 319.338.1332 • WILLOWANDSTOCK.COM

NORTHSIDE 
MARKETPLACE

IOWA CITY 
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Where does the recycling go? —Roger, Iowa City, via Facebook

Y O U R  V I L L A G E  B Y  P A U L  B R E N N A N

regularly undergoes major changes. Two 
years ago, the U.S. exported a third of the 
material collected in recycling programs and 
half of that was purchased by Chinese firms. 
But in 2018, the Chinese government banned 
the import of “foreign garbage” as part of a 
plan to improve environmental conditions in 
the country, ending China’s decades-old sta-
tus as the world’s leading importer of paper 
and plastic waste. That ban inspired Vietnam 
and Malaysia, both major markets for materi-
als from recycling programs, to impose new 
restrictions on the import of plastic waste. 

Those changes severely reduced the market 
for plastic waste, 
which led Iowa 
City to stop ac-
cepting plastic 
bags in its recy-
cling program.

Of course, in 
addition to curb-
side recycling, 
Iowa City also 
has a curbside 
organic waste 
collection pro-
gram.

“I know it 
can be a little 
strange to think 
of organic waste 

as a kind of recycling, but you are giving that 
material a new use,” Wilch said.

The curbside organic waste program 
collects yard waste—such as branches, 
lawn clippings and leaves—and food waste 
including pizza boxes, paper napkins, un-
coated paper plates and cups, as well as any 
items that are certified as compostable. The 
material is delivered to the commercial com-
posting facility at the Iowa City Landfill and 
Recycling Center.

It takes about a year for newly delivered 
organic waste to become a black soil com-
post. 

“The beauty of the program is there is very 
little transportation involved, and it results in 
a local product,” Wilch said. 

The final compost is sold to both compa-
nies and residents. Contractors buy it by the 
truckload for $20 a ton. People with more 
modest compost needs can get it by the 
bucketful at the East Side Recycling Center. 
According to Wilch, a sizable bucketload 
costs “a few dollars.”  

The short answer for Iowa City curb-
side recyclers is Davenport, and 
then into the wider world. 

City trucks collect curbside recy-
cling and, once full, take the material to ABC 
Disposal Systems, where it is compacted 
into bales and then transported to the Waste 
Commission of Scott County’s recycling fa-
cility in Davenport.

“We have a partnership with the Waste 
Commission of Scott County,” said Jane 
Wilch, recycling coordinator for Iowa City.

“The material is placed on conveyor belts 
for sorting,” Wilch explained. “There are 
magnets that 
help pull out 
the metals, 
and certain 
air pressure 
techniques 
that help 
blow out the 
lighter mate-
rial, like plas-
tics. There 
are also staff 
members 
working 
along the 
conveyor 
belts, sorting 
different 
types of materials by hand.”

“The goal at the facility is to get everything 
sorted by source—paper with paper, plastic 
with plastic, cardboard with cardboard and 
so on—and from there we find direct markets 
for those materials.”

For recyclable items that have to be taken 
to drop-off locations and can’t be put in the 
curbside bins—such as glass, scrap metal, 
electronics and small appliances—the city 
deals directly with companies that purchase 
such material. Glass, for example, is sold to 
Ripple Glass in Kansas City, Missouri.

Ripple Glass was founded in 2009 by KC’s 
Boulevard Brewing Company, because the 
folks at Boulevard were concerned about the 
lack of glass recycling options in the area. 
Ripple sorts the waste glass, sending green 
and clear glass to a company that converts 
it into fiberglass insulation. Amber-colored 
glass is sent to a company that melts it down 
and recasts it as the beer bottles Boulevard 
uses for its own brews. 

The overall market for recyclable material 

Jordan Sellergren / Little Village
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I N  S O U T H S I D E
I O WA  C I T Y

I N  C E D A R  R A P I D S

@KIRKWOOD
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

@SCRATCH
CUPCAKERY

6301 Kirkwood Blvd SW, Cedar Rapids, IA

927 E 2nd Ave, Coralville, IA

+700 other locations
every first and third

Wednesday of the month

@LA REGIA
436 IA-1, Iowa City, IA

I N  C O R A LV I L L E

@SIDECAR COFFEE
2215 College St., Cedar Falls, IA

I N  C E D A R  FA L L S

A L S O  O N L I N E

@LittleVillageMag.com

FIND IT
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In May 1927, Aquarian aviator 
Charles Lindbergh made a pioneering flight in his one-engine 
plane from New York to Paris. He became instantly famous. Years 
later, Lindbergh testified that partway through his epic journey 
he was visited by a host of odd, vaporous beings who suddenly 
appeared in his small cabin. They spoke with him, demonstrat-
ing a sophisticated understanding of navigation and airplane 
technology. Lindbergh’s spirits were buoyed. His concentration, 
which had been flagging, revived. He was grateful for their 
unexpected support. I foresee a comparable kind of assistance 
becoming available to you sometime soon, Aquarius. Don’t waste 
any time being skeptical about it; just welcome it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): More than four centuries ago, a 
Piscean samurai named Honda Tadakatsu became a leading 
general in the Japanese army. In the course of his military career, 
he fought in more than a hundred battles. Yet he never endured 
a major wound and was never beaten by another samurai. I pro-
pose we make him your inspirational role model for the coming 
weeks. As you navigate your way through interesting challenges, 
I believe that like him, you’ll lead a charmed life. No wounds. No 
traumas. Just a whole lot of educational adventures.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In 1917, leaders of the Christian sect 
Jehovah’s Witnesses prophesied that all earthly governments 
would soon disappear and Christianity would perish. In 1924, 
they predicted that the ancient Hebrew prophet Moses would 
be resurrected and speak to people everywhere over the radio. 
In 1938, they advised their followers not to get married or have 
children, because the end of civilization was nigh. In 1974, they 
said there was only a “short time remaining before the wicked 
world’s end.” I bring these failed predictions to your attention, 
Aries, so as to get you in the mood for my prediction, which is: 
All prophecies that have been made about your life up until now 
are as wrong as the Jehovah Witnesses’ visions. In 2019, your 
life will be bracingly free of old ideas about who you are and who 
you’re supposed to be. You will have unprecedented opportunities 
to prove that your future is wide open.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Movie critic Roger Ebert defined the 
term idiot plot as “any film plot containing problems that would 
be solved instantly if all of the characters were not idiots.” I 
bring this to your attention because I suspect there has been a 
storyline affecting you that in some ways fits that description. 
Fortunately, any temptation you might have had to go along with 
the delusions of other people will soon fade. I expect that as a 
result, you will catalyze a surge of creative problem-solving. The 
idiot plot will transform into a much smarter plot.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In 1865, Prussia’s political leader, 
Otto von Bismarck, got angry when an adversary, Rudolf Virchow, 
suggested cuts to the proposed military budget. Bismarck 
challenged Virchow to a duel. Virchow didn’t want to fight, so 
he came up with a clever plan. As the challenged party, he 
was authorized to choose the weapons to be used in the duel. 
He decided upon two sausages. His sausage would be cooked; 
Bismarck’s sausage would be crammed with parasitic round-
worms. It was a brilliant stratagem. The proposition spooked 
Bismarck, who backed down from the duel. Keep this story in 
mind if you’re challenged to an argument, dispute, or conflict in 
the coming days. It’s best to figure out a tricky or amusing way to 
avoid it altogether.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): An imaginative 27-year-old man with 
the pseudonym Thewildandcrazyoli decided he was getting too 
old to keep his imaginary friend in his life. So he took out an ad 
on Ebay, offering to sell that long-time invisible ally, whose name 
was John Malipieman. Soon his old buddy was dispatched to the 
highest bidder for $3,000. Please don’t attempt anything like 
that in the coming weeks, Cancerian. You need more friends, not 
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fewer—both of the imaginary and non-imaginary variety. Now is 
a ripe time to expand your network of compatriots.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In December 1981, novice Leo filmmaker 
James Cameron got sick, fell asleep and had a disturbing 
dream. He saw a truncated robot armed with kitchen knives 
crawling away from an explosion. This nightmare ultimately 
turned out to be a godsend for Cameron. It inspired him to 
write the script for the 1984 film The Terminator, a successful 
creation that launched him on the road to fame and fortune. I’m 
expecting a comparable development in your near future, Leo. An 
initially weird or difficult event will actually be a stroke of luck.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Psychologists define the spotlight 
effect as our tendency to imagine that other people are acutely 
attuned to every little nuance of our behavior and appearance. 
The truth is that they’re not, of course. Most everyone is primarily 
occupied with the welter of thoughts buzzing around inside his 
or her own head. The good news, Virgo, is that you are well set 
up to capitalize on this phenomenon in the coming weeks. I’m 
betting you will achieve a dramatic new liberation: You’ll be freer 
than ever before from the power of people’s opinions to inhibit 
your behavior or make you self-conscious.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): What North America community is 
farthest north? It’s an Alaskan city that used to be called Barrow, 
named after a British admiral. But in 2016, local residents 
voted to reinstate the name that the indigenous Iñupiat people 
had once used for the place: Utqiaġvik. In accordance with 
astrological omens, I propose that in the coming weeks, you take 
inspiration from their decision, Libra. Return to your roots. Pay 
homage to your sources. Restore and revive the spirit of your 
original influences.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The Alaskan town of Talkeetna has 
a population of 900, so it doesn’t require a complicated political 
structure to manage its needs. Still, it made a bold statement 
by electing a cat as its mayor for 15 years. Stubbs, a part-manx, 
won his first campaign as a write-in candidate, and his policies 
were so benign—no new taxes, no repressive laws—that he 
kept getting re-elected. What might be the equivalent of having 
a cat as your supreme leader for a while, Scorpio? From an as-
trological perspective, now would be a favorable time to imple-
ment that arrangement. This phase of your cycle calls for relaxed 
fun and amused mellowness and laissez-faire jauntiness.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Trees need to be buffeted by the 
wind. It makes them strong. As they respond to the pressure of 
breezes and gusts, they generate a hardier kind of wood called 
reaction wood. Without the assistance of the wind’s stress, trees’ 
internal structure would be weak and they might topple over as 
they grew larger. I’m pleased to report that you’re due to receive 
the benefits of a phenomenon that’s metaphorically equivalent 
to a brisk wind. Exult in this brisk but low-stress opportunity to 
toughen yourself up!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Writing at ThePudding, pop 
culture commentator Colin Morris reveals the conclusions he 
drew after analyzing 15,000 pop songs. First, the lyrics of today’s 
tunes have significantly more repetitiveness than the lyrics of 
songs in the 1960s. Second, the most popular songs, both then 
and now, have more repetitive lyrics than the average song. 
Why? Morris speculates that repetitive songs are catchier. But 
in accordance with current astrological omens, I encourage you 
Capricorns to be as unrepetitive as possible in the songs you 
sing, the messages you communicate, the moves you make, and 
the ideas you articulate. In the coming weeks, put a premium on 

originality, unpredictability, complexity, and novelty.  



 50  Jan. 16–Feb. 5, 2019   LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV256

L O C A L  A L B U M S

GOOD MORNING MIDNIGHT
Both Neither And Both
xxgoodmorningmidnight.bandcamp.com/
album/both-neither-and-both

Good Morning Midnight is a band 
unafraid to wear its influences 
proudly. On Both Neither And 
Both, the song “Ballerina” has 

the low-slung slyness of mid-tempo Nirvana, 
and “Dynamite Head” has a chugging, break-
beat rhythm that recalls Creation bands like 
Swervedriver and the Boo Radleys. A rock 
musician undergraduate degree is all about 
digesting the music of their youth.

To get an advanced degree, one has to 
find a unique voice, and Charlie Cacciatore 
is well on the way. “Skipping (Sacred Holy) 
Stones” oscillates lyrically from the abstract 
(“A resurrection is a resurrection and this 
suspended time sandwiched between chaos 
and chaos”) and the mundane (“Two lights 
are bound to blink in unison”) before tackling 
the big questions (“Is there anything beyond? 
I don’t know!”). The lyrics’ frenetic philoso-
phy is delivered to a beat that sounds like it’s 
tumbling pell-mell down a mountainside.

There are some surprising rhythmic and 
harmonic flourishes, and song elements 
that happen just once. “Quid-Pro-Quo” is a 
whole rock opera in less than five minutes. It 
doesn’t answer a question, it asks one: “Was 
my joy at the expense of another?” 

“Angel’s Dirty Knees” seems to be both 
about wandering around Iowa City, and—the 
totality of existence? The lack of meaning? 
“White noise all around me … Sometimes 
you’ve gotta feel bad to feel anything at all.” 

The lyrics may seem top-heavy with 
philosophy, but they’re set to music with 
all sorts of rich textures: mellotron flutes, 
strummed acoustic guitars and found sounds. 

Charlie and his accomplices find grooves to 
anchor the listener in the pure stupid pleasure 
of fuzzed-out rock music even as it lurches 
between the sublime and everyday confusion.

It’s one thing for a musician to try and fail 
to make a big statement, and another more 
interesting thing to make an album about big 
ideas that are just out of grasp. Both Neither 

And Both is musically and emotionally satis-
fying even when the big ideas float away like 
a kid’s lost balloon.

—Kent Williams

DAVID HUCKFELT
Stranger Angels 
www.davidhuckfelt.com

David Huckfelt took advantage of 
a break in touring with the Pines 
to become the artist-in-residence 
at Isle Royale National Park in 

Michigan. The writing he did in solitude 
there formed the basis for his first solo album, 
Stranger Angels.

The close proximity of nature during 
Huckfelt’s residency informs the record. 
The first single, and title track, was directly 
influenced by trail camera footage research-
ers Rolf and Candy Peterson captured in the 
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park, showing nighttime activities of the 
creatures in the woods. Huckfelt writes in 
his bio that the song explores the idea of god 
or spirit being hidden under what we know 
or see, and it’s everywhere around us. When 
he saw the footage, which is also used in 
the video for the song, he thought, “stranger 
angels indeed.” On the track, he sings, “So 

gather everything you hold 
dear, and practice giving it 
away / There’s another world 
but it’s in this world. Stranger 
Angels know the way.”

Huckfelt’s familiar voice and 
writing and the overall dream-
iness of the record recall the 
best of the Pines, and it isn’t 
much of a stretch to picture 
these songs on a record from 
them. That said, it doesn’t rely 

completely on the familiar atmospheric folk 
vibe of a Pines record. 

Drummer JT Bates helped pull together 
the best of the Twin Cities and extended 
family to help bring these songs to tape. 
Folks like Amelia Meath of Sylvan Esso; 
Dave Simonett of Trampled By Turtles, who 
brought vocals; and everyone’s favorite side-
man, Phil Cook (Hiss Golden Messenger, 
Charlie Parr, Justin Vernon) played organ on 
it. This band is not the Pines, and therefore 
has a different sound. 

One standout track, “As Below, So 
Above,” has an honest-to-goodness groove 
to it. Huckfelt sings with a boiling-under in-
tensity not heard from him before: “When the 
frequencies are set to lies / The apocalypse 
will be televised.” The dirty guitars from Erik 
Koskinen bring some much appreciated fire 
to the song. The public domain audio samples 
peppered through the song by Andrew Broder 
of Twin Cities band Fog bring some energy 
and drama as well.

As the current government shutdown drags 
on, it’s ironic that I’m reviewing an album 
that currently couldn’t have been created. The 
Artist-In-Residence program—which is in-
tended to draw attention to the importance of 
our parks—is stalled, along with the National 
Parks Service’s ability to protect them. This 
little-known program provided the seeds for 
Stranger Angels, in addition to many other 
works which add to our art and culture. This 
album stands as a strong argument for fo-
cusing on getting the Parks Service back and 
working.  

—Michael Roeder 

THE LYRICS’ FRENETIC PHILOSOPHY IS 
DELIVERED TO A BEAT THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE IT’S TUMBLING PELL-MELL DOWN 
A MOUNTAINSIDE.
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The American Values Club Crossword is edited by Ben Tausig. 

ACROSS
1. Feeling that might keep 
you up at night
7. First woman inducted 
into the World Football Hall 
of Fame
11. Areas between hills
16. Panelist Francis of 
What’s My Line?
17. Silver coin of ancient 
Greece
18. “Hello, my name is ___ 
Montoya. You killed my 
father. Prepare to die.”
19. Big name in Soviet-era 
fake news
20. With 29-Across, serving 
as a roadie on tour with 
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the singer of “Can’t Feel 
My Face”?
22. Certain natural history 
museum displays
24. Most vile
25. Popped bumps
27. Category for the ele-
ment cerium or yttrium
29. See 20-Across
32. Prop.s on each side of 
the Monopoly board
33. Cleopatra killer
36. ___ Tafari (birth name 
of emperor Haile Selassie)
37. Half of an adjective 
describing a spider
38. “Hip Hop Is Dead” 
rapper

39. Equatorial Guinean 
eight
40. Stat for Sue Bird
42. Back on the ship?
43. Got on one’s nerves
44. The singer of “Royals,” 
renting parcels of farmable 
land to her entourage in 
exchange for their military 
service?
48. It’s all clear in the 
kitchen
51. Put on a show
52. Tin Man’s container
56. ___ a Manger (sand-
wich chain)
57. Citric beverage
58. 1944 invasion city

60. Shade
61. Notably 
grandilo-
quent prog 
band
62. 
Government 
org. that 
employs 
many math-
ematicians
63. “Freak 
on a Leash” 
band, say-
ing simply 
the most 
considerate 
things?
65. 
“Because 
I said so!” 
equivalent
68. Sweet 
Sixteen org.
69. 
Quantum of 
___ (Daniel 
Craig’s sec-
ond Bond 
picture)
71. 1974 
Eurovision 
Song 
Contest 
winner for 
ABBA

74. Vermont jam band, 
getting sassy?
76. Ohio city named for a 
mathematician
79. Sauce with pine nuts, 
often
80. First chip in the pot, 
perhaps
81. Acid neutralizer
82. Medicinal amounts
83. Like a zombie ... kind of
84. Leaves sound

DOWN
1. Genre for many Hamilton 
songs
2. Mess up someone’s 

name, say
3. Joy
4. Many a Kirkus piece
5. Hydroponically-grown 
weed
6. Hot streak
7. Host’s query
8. Riding
9. - .... .. ... / -.-. .-.. ..- . / 
.. ... / .-- .-. .. - - . -. / .. -. / 
.... .. ... / -.-. --- -.. .
10. “One has a moral ob-
ligation to disobey unjust 
laws” speaker, briefly
11. Iranian coins
12. Emotion expressed 
in many My Chemical 
Romance songs
13. Using an empty soda 
can to separate eggs, 
perhaps
14. They can be inflated or 
shattered
15. Organize, as laundry
21. Building beams
23. Cases for Jewish laws?
25. Gillette brand
26. Cartoonist Addams
28. Muse of lyric poetry
30. Sports journalist Rich
31. Words to say to your 
best friend when she’s 
being mean to you, but you 
want to stay classy
34. Mare or jenny
35. ___ Save America
38. Deflategate org.
39. Hershiser who 
won the Cy Young, 
World Series MVP, 
and Gold Glove 
award in one 
season
41. “___ first you 
don’t succeed ...”
42. Music genre 
prefix
43. Word used to 
describe anyone 
who is going 
either slower or 
faster than you on 

the road
45. Baby’s parents
46. Opening Day starter, 
typically
47. Actor’s gig
48. Hide behind a plant at 
a restaurant where your ex 
is eating, say
49. Is for several
50. Feeling cooped up, 
perhaps
53. 2000 Judi Dench 
drama
54. Ambience
55. “99 Luftballons” 
singer
57. “___ Too Far” (Aida 
song)
58. Bundled up
59. Head of France?
62. Classic Super Bowl 
snack
63. Cascade Range peak
64. Criticizes
66. Rush
67. Durable string
69. Cop squad in Monk: 
Abbr.
70. Cookie with an em-
bossed pattern
72. Tuchus
73. Doozy
75. Taken advantage of
77. Down with a bug
78. One may be 12
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 AT 7:30 PM
PARAMOUNT THEATRE

YOUTH & STUDENT 
PRICING 

AVAILABLE
CALL THE 

TICKET 
OFFICE 

FOR MORE 
DETAILS

HEAR THE 
ICONIC MUSIC 

PERFORMED
AS NEVER 

BEFORE WITH 
ORCHESTRA 
IOWA AND A 
FULL ROCK 

BAND!
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