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Circa
Carnival of the Animals
Saturday, April 21, 2:00 and 7:30 pm

Carnival of the Animals, inspired by composer Camille Saint-Saéns'’s suite
of the same name, is a delightful frolic through the animal kingdom. The
Circa acrobats—with a little help from whimsical projections—portray a
wide array of creatures while showing off their incredible circus skills. Bring
the whole family to enjoy the adventure.

TICKETS: ORCHESTRA  PARTERRE BIA?_\C/:VCESY B/LAJE&%EY
ADULT $40 $40 | $30 $40 | $30 $30 | $20
COLLEGE STUDENT  $36 $36 | $10 $36 | $10 $10 | $10
YOUTH $20 $20 | $10 $20 | $10 $10 | $10

HANCHER AUDITORIUM

Great Artists. Great Audiences. Hancher Performances.

Discover more at hancher.uiowa.edu.
L

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of lowa sponsored THE m
events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in UNIVERSITY
order to participate in this program, please contact Hancher in advance at (319) 335-1158. OF lowa

$10 STUDENT TICKETS

Order online
hancher.uiowa.edu

Call
(319) 335-1160
or 800-HANCHER

Accessibility Services
(319) 335-1158

SEASON SPONSOR:
WEST MUSIC

EVENT SPONSORS:
KDAT

The project is supported, in part, by the
lowa Arts Council, a division of the lowa
Department of Cultural Affairs, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

IOWA COUNCIL

IOWA DEPARTMENT ¢f CULTURAL AFFAIRS

P National
W), //// ; ngdtgwm?sm
ART WORKS. e



Circa
Opus

Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 pm

Opus, whichis underpinned by the music of composer Dmitri Shostakovich,
features fourteen acrobats creating powerful and nuanced geometries with
their bodies. The performers are joined on stage by the Debussy String
Quartet, and the musicians’ contributions are far more than simply playing
the music. Delving deeply into the complex relationships between the
individual and the group, the march of history and the dictates of the heart,
and the tragic and the comic, Opus is an evening of circus that eschews the
zany for the thought-provoking.
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Accessibility Services
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The project is supported, in part, by the
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National Endowment for the Arts.

IOWA COUNCIL

IOWA DEPARTMENT ¢f CULTURAL AFFAIRS

P National
W), //// ; ngd'gwm?sm
ART WORKS. e



SETHI LETTERS

CoO U T URE

B o

U R

Mg it ety

x g T BT e B
e S P e

IR,
SRR T

DIAMOND BANDS IN 18 EARAT GOLD

ELEVATE THE

wersyolosy”

ginsberg

LV encourages community members, including candidates for office, to submit letters to
Editor@LittleVillageMag.com. To be considered for print publication, letters should be
under 500 words. Preference is given to letters that have not been published elsewhere.

The Meaning of Community

One of our patients recently wrote: “l am

58 years old, born outside the United States
and an American citizen. I’ve had wonderful
times as well as plain scary times in my
years in America. It is an amazing feeling to
know that even during the times I didn’t have
insurance, my basic health would be OK,
because the lowa City Free Clinic was here.
It gives me a feeling of dignity to have access
to health care. Thank you all for the help,
throughout the years.”

Since 1971, the lowa City Free Medical
and Dental Clinic has worked hard to rep-
resent the best qualities of our community:
dignity, kindness, respect and the willingness
to work together to make things better for
others. For 47 years, people living and work-
ing in our community have come together to

THIS WOCLLE WOLLD

provide assistance for our friends and neigh-
bors in need of medical and dental assistance.
The Free Clinic’s partnerships are many:
Our organization works with Johnson County,
the Cities of lowa City and Coralville and
the United Way. Our partnerships with UIHC
and Mercy Hospital are integral to our suc-
cessful operation. Local service groups and
area churches generously support the clinic.
Area businesses also provide much needed
assistance.
Our most recently formed partnership
is with the University of lowa College of
Nursing. Through grant funding, the Free
Clinic now has a regularly scheduled Nurse
Practitioner Clinic and has hired a part-time
nurse practitioner. The College of Nursing
is partnering in this endeavor by paying a
portion of the nurse practitioner’s salary. This

by TOM TOMORROW

MUELLER, STORMY DAMIELS, CAM-=
BRIDGE AMALYTICS, RUSSIA,,.THERE'S
To0 MUCH NEW, SoR! IT
FEELS LIKE TI, ITSELF HAS
BEEN DISTORTED!

ToU MAY BE CcLOSER

I BELIEVE THAT OUR PRESIDENT'S
BRAIM 15 SUCH A DEN3E VORTEX
oF MARCISSISTIC SELF-ABSORPTION

DONALD TRUMP=-=WHICH EXPLAINS
THE CHADS COMSTANTLY SWIRLING
AROUND Wi IN THE WHITE HOUSE!

AND=-=TIME BECOMES DILATED ™
THE EVENT HORITON oF A BLACK
HOLE! UNTIL NOW, NO ONE KNEW
WHAT THAT EXPERIEMCE WOULD BE
LIKE FROM THE INSIDE--

==8UT |F MY THEORY 15 CORRECT,
WE ARE ALL TRAPPED IN THE

EVENT HORIZON OF THE HOLE IN
THE PRESIDENT'S BRAIN--AND TIME
MO LONGER HAS AMY MEANING!

09, MOTHING AT ALL!
THERE'S Mo ESCAPE
FROM THE GRAVITY
WELL OF A BLACK
HOLE! THAT'S JUST
SCIENCE!
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new clinic will focus on the Free Clinic’s
mission, “to provide quality, comprehensive
healthcare for the uninsured and underinsured
in Johnson County and surrounding areas,”
while at the same time providing a training
environment for nurse practitioner students.

Last year, the clinic received over 1.3
million dollars of in-kind patient services,
including labs, medications, radiology pro-
cedures and medical supplies. Hundreds of
volunteers selflessly donated their time and
skills. Because our community works togeth-
er, the clinic holds six weekly medical clinics
and six to 12 monthly dental clinics. We also
provide specialty care including gynecology,
ophthalmology, dermatology and physical
therapy.

The lowa City Free Clinic is one of the
longest running free clinics in the United
States. We are here today because of our
many diverse, rich, long-standing and evolv-
ing partnerships. | am extremely proud to be
a part of such a community. Lv

Barbara Vinograde
Executive Director, lowa City Free Medical
and Dental Clinic

FUTILE WRATH

SAM LOCKE WARD
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OH DEAR GOD 1N
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‘Death by a thousand cuts’: University
Camera is closing after 48 years

Roger Christian is an exemplar of the
best that small businesses offer every
day to local consumers. It is sad to see
such establishments close because such
events diminish consumer experiences
more than can be measured in the short
term. It is not just about camera stores
or photography; it is about the trusting
relationships and extra value offered
every day that cannot be replicated by
sterile online shopping carts or warehouse
clubs with tall shelves that are short on
customer service.

As a professor of marketing |
recognize there are many factors
that affect such businesses and the
consumers they once served, but |
nonetheless regret the loss of these

STRESS FRACTURES

invaluable resources that communities
often fail to appreciate until they are
gone. Millennials may never miss that
which they never realized, but there

are many who owe a debt of thanks for
the unheralded acts of selflessness and
community service such local businesses
consistently offered.

Thank you Roger for your
contributions to your local townspeople
and families, to your industry, and to your
colleagues. Many in the industry salute
you for a job well done.

Happy trails ahead. Good job!
—~Robert B.

Thank you Roger for all your help in
keeping the Recreation Division Darkroom
running. When | came on board in

1980 | had no idea what the inside of a
darkroom looked like, but with your help

JOHN MARTINEK

and guidance, incredible black and white
art was produced daily by citizens of lowa
City. Yes, we eventually had to close our
darkroom too, just a few years back, but
you have left so many with the fondest of
memories. | know you will miss the store,
the people and being downtown everyday
but you deserve some time for yourself
now. Go. Be free. Have some fun. It's
been an honor, sir. —Joyce C.

Cedar Rapids seizing income tax
returns for nonpayment of traffic
camera tickets

This program should be expanded. For
real. —Ofer S.

The cameras or taking away tax return
money for unpaid fines? —Richard J.

Both. —Ofer S.

Why? it's not about safety, it's about
revenue. —Richard M.

It is about safety and revenue. Traffic
cameras are well known to reduce
speeds and accidents. —Ofer S.

It also reduces the risk of
unnecessary profiling in traffic stops.
If you're speeding, you're speeding.
—~Christopher G.

Because, after all, it's not about safe
roads. It's all about an extra taxation
without representation which Cedar
Rapids could slap on everyone. —Mike G.

New lowa Senate Majority Leader Jack
Whitver has an unimpressive record of
getting bills passed

Why does this not surprise me? But
maybe we are better off with an empty suit
in this position. Less damage, | guess.
—Natalie P

lowa House kills attempt to reduce
the penalty for first-time marijuana
possession

The one candidate for democratic
nomination for governor who supported
legalization dropped out yesterday,
Niederbach. The one who claims to be a

“EVERYBODY WANTS A PIECE OF THIS”
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bold progressive won't address the issue.
We're screwed. —Ofer S.

But on any given night in small town lowa,
half a dozen or so drunken drivers make it

home without worry. —Crissie P.

Communist lowa! It should be legal
nationwide. —Wyatt A.

Crisis Center of Johnson County breaks

ground on an expansion to its food
bank

Oh damn, it's on now. —Joe M.

‘No silver bullet’ to prevent school
violence, according to lowa House
Republican newsletter

That headline is kind of an admission
more bullets aren’t the answer. —Ben S.

Evil buggers. —John M.O.

LV Recommends: Standout Eastern
lowa sandwiches

This post is doing God’s work. | approve.
—Alex P

Local producer Agri-Cultured Foods
heals customers with fermented foods

Sarah of Agricultured rocks. (So does
DeLuxe! And Chef Andy of Cobble Hill—a
genius!) New Pi Co-op’s sourdough
culture was captured from a wild grape at
baker Jason Peter's mother-in-law’s farm
near Hills, IA over 20 years ago! Someone
feeds it every day, even Christmas.
Cultures are cooll —Genie Z.

‘l believe plows are greater than

’ /LittleVillage

READER POLL:

Mark Hamill criticized lowa Senator Steve King on Twitter Wednesday.
If this were Star Wars, which Luke Skywalker foe would King be?

swords’: Sonia Kendrick, founder of
Feed lowa First, has died

Sonia Kendrick was one of the top
five people I've ever met in my life. |
volunteered at Feed lowa First, when |
could. Every effort to find out why she

died, should be made. People of her spirit

are one in a million. —Carol H.

Sonia spoke eloguently on the futility and
obscenity of war, and of the connection
between food security (local) and peace.
Let us heed her message! —Edward F.

Sonia took my organic class at lowa

State and was a wonderful student! She
will be missed tremendously and always
remembered for her big heart and utmost

unselfishness. May her passion for feeding

lowa continue through others’ efforts.
—~Kathleen D.

What a wonderful person. While our
business relationship was brief. | found
Sonia to be a person of drive, dedication,
and sincerity. We here at Nelson and
Pade, Inc. mourn her loss and hope that
her good work continues. —Oliver B.

Sonia grew up in lowa’s fertile soil, with
an uncommon passion and vision. May
her community, and friends continue
in the verdant fields and paths that she
pioneered. —Marsha F.

Your Village: What was the Old Capitol
Mall like before it had so many Ul
offices?

| went to the last showing at the movie
theater before if closed. The university
should peace out of the mall and let it be
an actual mall. —Andrew D.

The model is dead. Place would
probably close down without the U
renting out all that space. Unless
maybe Target took over half of it—or a
grocery store.

—Joaquin J.F.

That would be our hang out as young
girls when we were 11 - 17 years old. i
remember Express (loved it back then)
Victoria's Secret, this great Indian clothing
shop, Younkers, Sweets and Treats,
Orange Julius, this cool T-shirt shop on
the top floor that sold those shirts that
would change color when they got hot :)
and going to many movies there. Yes, |
agree - change it back to a mall again -
with stores other than Hawkeye shops.
—Jamie E.

| remember the smoking section sunk into
the floor. Loved hanging out there when

| was little! So many wondrous trips to
Sweets and Treats. Playing Crystal Castles
at the other arcade. Center Amusements?
—Justin H.

| worked there for a while in the late
'80s—Super Spud was awesome, as was
the Indian store on the main level with all
the cool clothes! —Chris W.R.

| worked at the Campus Theaters box
office. Used to smoke and people watch
all afternoon three days a week. Great job.
—Emily C.E.

| bought many colorful bodysuits at county
seat. —Krista B.

Now | feel old. | got a nail infection from

the pedicure place upstairs.
—Katherine L. vv

LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV240 APR. 4-17,2018 9



Wrestling and literature collide with world politics in lowa City. * BY PAUL BRENNAN

t’s not surprising that lowa City is host-
ing an international literary conference
and an international wrestling champi-
onship in the same week. After all, lowa
City has been a literary center for 70 years,
and lowa has been a leader in wrestling
since the days
of disorganized
catch-as-catch-
can matches in
the 19th century.
What is surpris-

international controversy.

That not to say the UNESCO Cities of
Literature meeting is completely free of
political considerations. There is a Trump-
shaped cloud hanging over the conference.

In October, President Trump announced

The Americans came away from the 2017 tournament
with a very different impression of Iran than the image
of unsmiling mullahs and angry militants that is the

status yet, and hopefully won’t. But that
isn’t clear, even though the other Cities of
Literature have been supportive.

“My phone rang off the hook, my email
was jammed, my text messages were pinging
every few seconds that day [when the with-
drawal was an-
nounced],” Kenyon
said. “Not only
from people inter-
nationally, but also
from a lot of local

ing is which of people, who were
h vents i . . ncerned.”
emotesn . mental picture of Iran for most Americans. And that ~ “Toe lowa ciy
international con- . . . . . meeting had
troversy. was the point of letting the American team participate. aireaay been
Normally, scheduled before

bringing togeth-

er representatives from the 28 UNESCO
Cities of Literature might seem likely to
produce political sparks—especially with
Donald Trump in the White House—but

it’s the United World Wrestling (UWW)
Freestyle World Cup that’s been the focus of

10 APR.4-17,2018 LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV240

he was withdrawing the United States from
UNESCO (the United Nations Education,
Scientific and Cultural Organization).
According to lowa City UNESCO City of
Literature Executive Director John Kenyon,
that decision hasn’t affected lowa City’s

the withdraw-
al announcement in October—Ilowa City
was selected as the host, in part, to mark
its 10th anniversary as a UNESCO City of
Literature—but Kenyon said the Trump ad-
ministration move was the cherry on top.
“It certainly gave us additional motivation



Albert Ruger, lowa City in 1868

that we wanted to show to everyone that there is a strong connec-
tion between lowa City and UNESCO and the rest of the world,
regardless of what is coming out of Washington,” Kenyon said.

But the concerns shadowing the meeting of representatives
from the 28 cities pale compared to what has been happening
with the Freestyle World Cup.

First, Iran, the defending team champion, dropped out. Iran
has been a target of increasingly bellicose rhetoric from the
Trump administration as well as new visa restriction on its
citizens seeking to enter the U.S., but according Iran’s official
news agency, the team dropped out due to a “scheduling con-
flict.” UWW, the governing body for international amateur and
Olympic wrestling competitions, has not publicly commented on
Iran’s withdrawal beyond announcing India had been invited to
fill the tournament’s empty slot.

Then nine days before the first match on April 7, Russia an-
nounced it might not be sending its national team. The Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs claimed the U.S. was deliberately
making it difficult for its team to get visas in retaliation for
Russia ordering the expulsion of 60 American diplomats. That
order came in response to the U.S. ordering the expulsion of 60
Russian diplomats in response to Russian involvement in the
poisoning of a former Russian spy and his daughter in the United
Kingdom.

USA Wrestling, UWW’s national affiliate, asked Sen. Chuck
Grassley (R-Iowa) to look into the visa problem. Two days after
the Russian complaint, USA Wrestling announced Russia had
been dropped from the tournament’s roster.

In its announcement, USA Wrestling quoted from a statement
it received from Grassley’s office: “Due to the staffing reduction
forced on the U.S. Mission in Russia by the Russian Federation,
there is very limited appointment availability for visa interviews
at this time. In the current situation, the Embassy is not able to
provide expedited appointments for sporting events.”

UWW invited Mongolia to take Russia’s place.

The visa row echoes a controversy at the 2017 Freestyle World
Cup. Then it was the American team having visa difficulty.

The 2017 championship was held in Iran, just weeks after
President Trump imposed his first travel ban, preventing people
from seven predominantly Muslim countries—including Iran—
from entering the United States.

The Iranian government relented, and the Americans were able
to participate (the team finished in second place). The Americans
reported having a great time in Iran (“This was the best tourna-
ment | have ever participated in, even better than the Olympics in
Rio,” a member of the team told The New York Times) and were
impressed by how enthusiastic and knowledgeable about inter-
national wrestling average Iranians were (“In America we are
misfits. In Iran we are heroes, so it is really cool to see,” another
team member told CNN).

The Americans came away from the 2017 tournament with
a very different impression of Iran than the image of unsmiling
mullahs and angry militants that is the mental picture of Iran for
most Americans. And that was the point of letting the American
team participate.

Since the 1990s, Iran has made sports a focus of outreach to
countries with which it wants to improve relations.

“Sport is a gigantic and powerful medium for the international

NOW SERVING
BREAKFAST DAILY

Available Monday-Friday, 7 am.-11am
7

saturday & Sunday LL

SEE THE FULL MENU

redpepperdeliandarill. comy/breakfast-menu
517 S RIVERSIDE DR. IOWA CITY (319) 337-5280

1225 § GILBERT ST, 10WA CITY 319-354-2687 BIGGROVEBREWERY COM

MISSION CREEK

BIG FREE SHOW

SATURDAY APRIL712-9PMIFREE

FEATURING TRISTEN, ANNALIBERA, PUBLIC ACCESS AND MORE!

APRIL MAY

SEAN COSTANZA FRI 6 9PM
TANYA ENGLISH BAND FRI 13 9PM

FLASHINAPAN FRI 4 9PM
CEDAR COUNTY COBRAS FRI 11 9PM

JOSEPH HUBER SAT 14 9PM
JARED + THE MILL SAT 12 9PM
CHRISTOPHER THE CONQUERED
FRIZ0 9PM JOE + VICKI PRICE

FRI6 9PM

IOWACITY

AWFUL PURDIES FRI 27 9PM

FREE




spread of information, reputations and re-
lationships that are the essence of public
diplomacy,” said Barry Sanders, author of
American Avatar: The United States in the
Global Imagination. Public diplomacy isn’t
aimed at negotiating treaties or trade deals, it
tries to create a positive image of a country.

Wrestling is an obvious choice for Iranian
public diplomacy. It’s considered the na-
tional sport. There’s a long tradition of Iran
producing great wrestlers, and its citizens
really do follow international wrestling with
an enthusiasm seldom seen in the U.S.

“For a smaller country like Iran, it does
make sense to use sports as a form of public
diplomacy,” Sanders said. “But for America
any public image produced event like the
[Freestyle World Cup] wouldn’t have much
impact in other countries.”

That’s because people around the world al-
ready have a clear image of America in their
heads, as Sanders pointed out. Some of those
images are almost utopian, many aren’t.

“The general attitude about America,

12 APR.4-17,2018 LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV240

going back to the earliest days of the country,
would be that we’re a place where ignorance
is plentiful, that we are not a place you look
to for literature,” Sanders said.

That makes lowa City, with its a long-es-
tablished international literary reputation,
something of an anomaly.

“| tell people we were a city of literature
before UNESCO gave us that designation,”
Kenyon said. That reputation, of course,
is based on it being the home of the lowa
Writers” Workshop.

“Before | came to lowa City to teach in
1965 and °66, I could name only three things
I knew for sure about [lowa]: Corn, pigs
and the Writers” Workshop,” Kurt Vonnegut
wrote in 1991 following the death Paul
Engle, the director of the workshop when it
gained international prominence.

Founded at the University of lowa in
1936, it was the first creative writing degree
program in the U.S. In 1941, Engle, a poet
and native of Cedar Rapids, became its sec-
ond director.

Much has been written about Engle’s rela-
tionships with some of the great writers who
were students or instructors at the workshop
(Flannery O’Connor, Tennessee Williams,
Vonnegut—to name three from a very long
list), but less attention has been paid to the
practical realities of administering and fund-
ing it.

In Workshops of Empire, a 2015 book on
the creative programs at Stanford University
and Ul during the Cold War, Eric Bennett
documents how Engle persuaded phil-
anthropic foundations and even the U.S.
government to support the lowa Writers’
Workshop by presenting it as a way of
refuting the commonly held image of the
Midwest as a cultural and intellectual waste-
land.

A 1959 sales pitch to lowa business exec-
utives made by Engle when he was trying to
raise money to bring international students to
the workshop was typical of his approach.

“The young writer is not merely a stu-
dent,” he wrote. “Far more than any other
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person of talent, he creates the image by
which a country sees itself, and the image
by which other countries also see it.” Engle
went on to add, “It is important that these
most articulate of all their generation should
write and study far from both coasts, where
foreign students tend to congregate. Here [in
lowa] they learn the essential America.”

In his book, Bennett includes the response
Henry Hall, president of lowa Manufacturing
Company in Cedar Rapids (then the city’s
largest employer), to this pitch. Hall was
enthusiastic and liked the idea of internation-
al writing students becoming what he called,
“cultural missionaries, taking the name of
lowa around the Free World.”

Engle’s approach to fundraising was very
much in step with American public diploma-
cy during the Cold War. Demonstrating the
country’s cultural and intellectual vibrancy
was considered a priority, especially during
the 1950s and “60s.

“This is the period in which the CIA was
secretly funding the Paris Review, Partisan

Review and other literary efforts in a very
aggressive secret effort to change the inter-
national image of America being a country
without literary accomplishments,” Sanders
noted.

Bennett was only able to find one example
of CIA money going to the lowa Writers’
Workshop. In 1967, the Farfield Foundation,
a front organization the CIA used to fund
cultural activities, donated $7,000 to the
workshop (the equivalent of $53,000 today).

Whatever the CIA officers hoped to ac-
complish with that donation, they certainly
couldn’t have expected to have any influ-
ence over the workshop at the point. A year
earlier, the poet George Starbuck succeeded
Engle as director. Starbuck, described by
a former workshop student as “one of the
nation’s most articulate critics of the mili-
tary/industrial complex,” was arrested at a
protest against the Vietnam War at the lowa
Memorial Union the same year the CIA
made its contribution. More importantly,
Starbuck was one of six State University

of New York faculty members to sue after
being fired in 1963 for refusing to take a
loyalty oath. The case made its way to the
U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled that loyalty
oaths were unconstitutional.

There was a short, loud controversy
over the Cold War-related funding of the
lowa Writers’ Workshop when Workshops
of Empire was published, but the govern-
ment never controlled what went on in the
workshop. And regardless of whatever the
Trump administration decides to do about
UNESCO, there’s very little it can do to di-
minish lowa City’s reputation as a center of
literature. vv

Paul Brennan once had a tooth knocked

out during a wrestling match in gym class.
Fortunately, it was just a baby tooth, but
since then he has only wrestled with works of
literature.
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UR Here

Entering the

Great Conversation

To gain a better understanding of the world, try dialogue with a tree.

BY THOMAS DEAN

ver two weekend days in
March—during which we ex-
perienced the gamut of weather
from cold to warmth to rain to
ice to snow to frost to fog to sunshine—I
joined a group of fellow travelers in a re-
markable retreat at Prairiewoods in Hiawatha:
“The Great Conversation:
Nature and the Care of
the Soul” with Belden
Lane, Professor Emeritus
of Theological Studies at
Saint Louis University and
author of Backpacking with
the Saints, The Solace of
Fierce Landscapes, and
Landscapes of the Sacred:
Geography and Narrative
in American Spirituality.

At no time in human his-
tory has there been a more
urgent need for human
conversation with nature.
The devastating effects of
climate change accelerate,
poisons destroy nature’s
gifts of life, species contin-
ue to decline and disappear
at alarming rates—all due
to humanity’s hubris and
rampant consumption.
When war occurs in the
human world, the first step
toward peace is always
talking with each other.
Even though the destruc-
tion of the natural world is
a one-sided war, conversa-
tion is still essential. In our
country’s polarized culture,
some few people are beginning to converse
as a way of healing divided communities. We
need to extend the same efforts to the natural
world.

At first it may sound a bit kooky to talk
about “conversing” with nature. But the
oddness of that idea is really due to the
inadequacy of our words, even our human
conceptions. What happens when entering the
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Great Conversation is much more profound
than trading mere words, or even human
ideas. When conversing with nature, trees
and flowers and animals don’t actually say
human words to you, though you may hear
them in your mind if it helps your under-
standing. We speak with the natural world

For Lane, the most important wise elder has
been an old cottonwood tree in a city park
across the street from his home in St. Louis.

through intuition, feeling and sensing. The
Great Conversation is about becoming more
aware, of opening yourself to the understand-
ing that Wordsworth’s world of “getting and
spending” is too much with us, that we see
little in nature that is ours, that we have given
our hearts away, that we are out of tune, that
what we need to do is open ourselves to what
the natural world is saying.

that we need to be the students of that wis-
dom—we need to take that very difficult first
step in conversation: to listen.

This is not an entirely mystical or New Age
idea. Listening to plants is what earned cyto-
geneticist Barbara McClintock a Nobel Prize
in Physiology or Medicine in 1983. As Linda
Hogan says in Dwellings: A Spiritual History
of the Living World regarding McClintock’s
work on gene transposition in corn plants,
“Her method was to listen to what corn had
to say, to translate what the plants spoke
into a human tongue.” McClintock “came
to know each plant intimately. She watched
the daily green journeys
of their growth from earth
toward sky and sun ... Her
approach to her science
was alive, intuitive, and
humane ... Her respect for
life allowed for a vision
expanded enough, and
sharp enough, to see more
deeply into the mysteries
of matter than did other
geneticists who were at
work on the same ... She
saw an alive world, a
fire of life inside plants.”
McClintock herself said
that we must “hear what
the material has to say to
you. One must have a feel-
ing for the organism.”

The first step in entering
the Great Conversation is
to find a teacher, as Belden
Lane says. For Lane, aside
from the fierce landscapes
where he has sought to
find wilderness teachers
in his backpacking trips,
the most important wise
elder has been an old cot-
tonwood tree in a city park
across the street from his
home in St. Louis. Lane
calls the cottonwood Grandfather, and they
have been conversing for 25 years. Lane has
shared life tragedies with Grandfather, who
has suffered a huge gash in his trunk thanks
to a lightning strike, huddled in the hollow of
his wound. He has slept in his highest branch-
es, learned all he can about the family of
cottonwoods and talked with him every day.
The most important teacher is right here at

Blair Gauntt



home. As Lane often says, referencing the
saints and other world spiritual sages he
admires and studies, mystery is embedded
in the ordinary.

In our retreat, one of our most important
tasks was to find a teacher—to explore
the prairies and woods of this home for
eco-spirituality at the edge of Cedar
Rapids and to listen for an invitation. For
me, that teacher was a small oak savan-
na—a council of six white swamp oaks
residing on a slight rise on the prairie. |
was not surprised. | am inevitably drawn
to this family of trees whenever | visit
Prairiewoods and always leave with pho-
tographs of it. The prairie had been burned
this spring, so approaching and entering
the circle of oaks was easy. More difficult
was humbling myself to this family of
beings, listening to them attentively and
understanding what they were trying to
tell me.

It was barely a start at a conversation,
but in the span of an hour, | heard gratitude
for the life-giving fire Prairiewoods’ staff
had given to the oaks’ companions—soil
and plants beneath and beyond its cano-
py of branches. | heard an invitation to
touch one of the tree’s rough, hard trunk,
to close my eyes and to feel the turning
of the earth. | heard the trees’ message of
grounded family and relationships. | heard
their plea to stop cutting and poisoning,
which has made the oak savanna an even
more endangered landscape in our state
than the prairie itself. And | heard an invi-
tation to return, with the savanna’s promise
to always be there.

The deeper we enter the world’s mys-
tery and the more profoundly we engage
in the Great Conversation, the deeper our
relationship with nature grows, and the
more we are open to the teachings we need
from it and the more we comprehend its
needs from us. For Lane, that is what love
is, and it is only this love that will save the
world. As April brings the cycle of new
life sprouting from the soil, it is a perfect
time to seek an invitation to the Great
Conversation. Lv

Thomas Dean thanks Belden Lane, the re-
markable staff and sisters of Prairiewoods
Franciscan Spirituality Center, his fellow
retreatants and the prairie and woods of
Prairiewoods for a Great Conversation.

Gabe's
Saturday, April 7
9:15 pm
Sponsored by Bradley & Riley

englert.org
221 E. Washington St, Iowa City
(319) 688-2653




Quinton McClain

En Espaiiol

Mi descubrimiento de América

En alguna parte entre lowa City y Cartagena, una escritora encuentra su sentido de pertenencia a América Latina.
POR LOLITA COPACABANA

as playas de Uruguay, una escapada  de nuestro continente. estas a lo largo de su vida toda.

al sur de Brasil, y a los diecisiete Antes de dejar Buenos Aires tuve un Pero lo determinante me lleg6 en

cruzar los Andes para una aventura presentimiento: quizas un portefio no Colombia, en enero, en el curso de un festival

todo terreno. Las sutiles diferen- terminase de asumir su condicion de literario que se realizo en Cartagena, a donde
cias en el castellano de una y otra orilla del latinoamericano hasta que le tocara partir. fui invitada junto con otros 38 jovenes
rio méas ancho de todos, una foto al Cristo El proceso fue consolidandose en la escritores latinoamericanos. Ahi, empapada
Redentor, glaciares patagonicos, recuerdos de  universidad. Hasta entonces no me habia de mar y humedad, abrazada por las murallas
caipirinha y de pisco sour. tocado ensefiar y ahora dos cursos de de la ciudad multicolor, entre cocteles

Desde mi casa en lowa City, en la alumnos me miraban ansiosos para que les y mesas y lecturas y fiestas, en piletas y

interseccion de ascensores y en filas
Washington y Dodge . . para el almuerzo, crei
street, leo postales Para mis alumnos mi rol era el de representante  cocuchar, ai fin, ol
exdticas del fin del mundo. . s u murmullo de un posible
Pero Buenos Aies, mi de las culturas hispanicas en general. futuro literario para mi
ciudad-puerto al sur del continente. Me sonrei
sur, a 9.124 kilometros de la ciudad literaria develara los misterios de mi idioma materno,  por lo bajo, y desde mi adolescencia la brisa
que hoy me aloja es, en muchos sentidos, el espafiol. Ese primer semestre tomé una trajo recuerdos de voces que creia enterradas:
duefia de una “espléndida separacion” del materia en clave pedagogica que me ayudo, la arenga decidida de Rodo, las seductoras
resto de Latinoamérica: al punto en que y en una primera version de mi filosofia promesas de Marti—slogans vacios que, en
a veces los argentinos, y en especial los de ensefianza me sorprendi consciente contexto, se llenaron de sentido.
portefios, al estar tan abajo en el mapa, tan de que para mis alumnos mi rol era el de En los aviones de vuelta lei la antologia de
apartados por cordilleras, rios inmensos y representante de las culturas hispanicas en nuevas voces que fue resultado del encuentro,
las inhabitadas pampas que nos rodean, nos general, un rol de gran responsabilidad que libro que va a publicarse, en el curso de 2018,
quedamos un poco aislados de las realidades afectaria la relacion que mantuvieran con en no menos de catorce paises. Me enteré,

16 APR.4-17,2018 LITTLEVILLAGEMAG.COM/LV240



ahi, del dia en que un joven reportero fue

a cubrir el lanzamiento de una novela de
Orwell en La Habana. Rei con las aventuras
a 30.000 pies de un matrimonio mexicano
en disolucion. Me preocupé por el embarazo
adolescente de una nifia portorriquefia. Me
maravillé con el dia en que un poeta de
Santo Domingo conoci6 la nieve. Entendi
las formas en las que una infancia en

Argentina y Per( podian ser parecidas. Y

me parecio que si el ser latinoamericano

era un destino también, en igual medida,
conformaba un devenir. Y en tanto nos segui
leyendo, mientras avanzaba entre las nubes,
construi castillos, fortalezas grandes como un
continente entero en el cielo tan alto, y nos
vi avanzar tan rapido, arremangados, hacia el
futuro—y también crei. Lv

My Discovery of America

Somewhere between lowa City and Cartagena, a writer finds her

sense of belonging to Latin America.

BY LOLITA COPACABANA, TRANSLATED BY JENNIFER SHYUE

he beaches of Uruguay, a getaway to
southern Brazil, crossing the Andes
at 17 for an off-road adventure. The
subtle differences in the Spanish spo-
ken on either side of the widest of all rivers, a
photo of Christ the Redeemer, Patagonian gla-
ciers, memories of caipirinhas and pisco sours.

In my house in lowa City at the intersec-
tion of Washington and Dodge streets, these
dispatches from the end of the world seem
exotic. But Buenos Aires, my farther-south-
than-south port city 9,124 kilometers from
this literary city that’s taken me in is, in many
ways, the site of a “splendid separation” from
the rest of Latin America—to the point that
sometimes, finding ourselves so far down the
map, so distant from the mountain ranges, vast
rivers and unpopulated pampas that surround
us, Argentines (especially portefios, those of
us from Buenos Aires) end up a little isolated
from our continent’s realities.

Before my departure | had a premonition:
Maybe portefios don’t fully acquire status as
Latin Americans until we leave.

That process gained momentum when |
arrived at the University of lowa. Until that
point I’d never been a teacher, and now two
classes of students were waiting eagerly for
me to unlock the mysteries of my mother
tongue, Spanish. That first semester, I took a
helpful pedagogy class, and in a preliminary
version of my teaching philosophy I was sur-
prised to find an awareness of the fact that, for
my students, | was a representative of Hispanic
cultures as a whole. It was a role with a lot of
responsibility, one that would influence my
students’ relationships with said cultures for
the rest of their lives.

But the decisive moment came in January,
during a literary festival taking place in
Cartagena, Colombia to which I, along with 38

other young Latin American writers, had been
invited. There, soaked through with sea and
humidity, in the embrace of the walls of a mul-
ticolored city, between cocktails and round-
tables and readings and parties, in pools and
elevators and lines for lunch, | thought I heard,
at last, the whispers of a possible literary fu-
ture for my continent. | smiled to myself, and
a breeze brought from my adolescence memo-
ries of voices 1’d thought long buried: the un-
flinching exhortations of Rodo, the seductive
promises of Marti—empty slogans that, once
contextualized, were full of meaning.

On the flights back, I read the anthology
of new voices that had emerged from of the
festival; over the course of 2018, the book will
be published in no fewer than 14 countries.
Reading, I found out about the day a young
reporter went to cover the launch of an Orwell
novel in Havana; laughed at the mile-high ad-
ventures of a Mexican couple in a disintegrat-
ing marriage; worried about a Puerto Rican
girl’s teen pregnancy; marveled when a poet
from Santo Domingo experienced snow for the
first time. I saw the ways in which childhood
in Argentina and Peru might be similar. And
it seemed to me that if being Latin American
was our destiny, it was also turning out to be,
in equal measure, a process of becoming. And
as | kept reading our book, as | moved forward
among the clouds, I built castles, fortresses big
as an entire continent up high in the sky, and |
saw us moving quickly forward, sleeves rolled
up, toward the future. And | believed. vv

Lolita Copacabana is an Argentine writer and
MFA candidate in Spanish Creative Writing at
the University of lowa.

Jennifer Shyue is an MFA student in Literary
Translation at the University of lowa.

art/performance/art
at public space one

april 12th & 19th
7pm
A study of the masters

april 14th 7-9pm
It's Time We Talk

free & open to the public
publicspaceone.com




WEARING
YOUR IDENTITY

University of lowa students and Walk it Out Multicultural Fashion Show leaders
Ala Mohamed and Jocelyn Pai combine East Asian style with their own fashion
sensibilities to present a confident but culturally-rich look.

BY EMMA MCCLATCHEY
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Ala Mohamed

la Mohamed calls herself obser-
vant. Her wardrobe is based on
the styles that have caught her eye
ver the years: cultural clothing
from Sudan, where she was born; fashion
spreads in West Side Story, the student news-
paper at her alma mater, lowa City West
High; East Asian fashions sported by Chinese
students at the University of lowa; fashion
tips from blogs run by hijabi (Muslim wom-
en) and much more.
“I know the whole point is ‘Oh, don’t be
a follower; be your own person.” But some-
times it’s OK to follow someone else, you
know?” Mohamed said. “If that person in-
spires you to do something or be better or try
something new, | think it’s a good idea.”

“Sometimes it’s 0K to follow someone
% else. If that person inspires you to
do something or be better or try
something new, | think it's a good idea.

—Ala Mohamed

A freshman business and Chinese major
at Ul, Mohamed is also the head choreogra-
pher for the 2018 Walk it Out Fashion Show
and vice president of Brand You, a largely
Instagram-based fashion and media organi-
zation.

Mohamed likes to shop thrift stores like
Plato’s Closet, where she used to work, and
Goodwill. She gravitates towards Topshop,
ASOS, Nikes, Jordans and “simple” garments
from Forever 21, such as orange bomber
jackets and fishnet bodysuits. She loves black
and sports a “street style” while observing
Muslim modesty.

“I am always trying to find ways to come
back to my culture, a way to [combine]
modernized clothing styles with cultural
clothing.”

“| try to stay as modest as | can while try-
ing to explore my fashion senses,” she said.
“Some people judge you just based on what
you wear, or what you have on your head.

A lot of people would be like, ‘Oh, she’s
dressed like a Muslim.” But then if | actually
express myself with my fashion it becomes,
‘Oh, she’s got style.””



Walk It Out Fashion Show
lowa Memorial Union,
Saturday, April 7, 6 p.m., $10-15

Mohamed will present a poem at the Walk
it Out show, which will focus on worldwide
activism. She plans to live in China one day
and work in the fashion industry. While at
Ul, she hopes to see lowa City fashion better
represented on social media, especially cul-
tural fashion.

“It’s very daring,” she said of wearing
your identity. “I just want to show people no
matter your faith, no matter your background,
you always have a home in fashion and fash-
ion can always be there for you.”

Jocelyn Pai

ocelyn Pai’s friends call her suave,
a classification she doesn’t quite ac-
cept. She would label her look “tom-
boy-ish,” “leshian-ish” and K-Pop-
pired—but she sort of gets where the
“suave” tag comes from.

“It’s a look and how you act with the cloth-
ing you wear, right? | have that trait and por-
tray it very well, | guess,” said the Ul senior.
“When we go out, | would have a nice shirt,
nice pants, nice shoes—head to toe. | take it
quite seriously.”

Pai lives for a crisp, button-up shirt. When
she has the money to shop—“My style is
kind of up there, so | save up money and then
go.”—she’ll head to Express or browse Asian
retailers online.

“I have a really, classy side, and I'm a
hockey player so there’s an athletic side and a
comfortable sweatpants side,” she said. “You
know how when professional players go to
games, they’re all dressed up? Definitely
like that. Me being a Leo helps, but we’re so
egocentric.”

Pai was born in New York but grew up in
Taiwan, where she first started playing hock-
ey (she currently competes with Ul’s intra-
mural hockey team). She was drawn to lowa
for the Ul biology program, but switched to
studying human physiology with a minor in
American Sign Language. She plans to re-
turn to New York to be closer to family after
graduation.

Though Pai adopted some of the chicness
of New York City fashion, she said her style
was formed while living in Asia. K-Pop is
her primary inspiration, though K-Pop stars’

Zak Neumann

skin-tight jeans are not always compatible
with a hockey player’s muscular build.

Like her roles in Walk it Out—she’s been a
model for the LGBTQ group and is now lead-
er of the East Asian team—~Pai’s style doesn’t
fit in a single category.

“If you look at the Chinese, Korean or
Japanese traditional outfits, they’re glamor-
ous and elegant. When men and women put
them on, they’re a different spectrum of beau-
tiful. But I think LGBTQ style is more free.

There’s a huge range of fashion in LGBTQ
itself. Being a lesbian definitely leans me
towards LGBTQ. Look at Ruby Rose—wow.
Look at Ellen DeGeneres. Like that.”

“I’m in the middle,” she said.

Emma McClatchey was photographed for a
West Side Story fashion spread when she was
a junior at West High, and it was the peak of
her modeling career. v
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Agape Cafeé

26 E Market St, lowa City, (319)351-2626

t is said that the ancient Greek language
had seven words for love. There’s eros
for sexual passion, philia for friendship,
ludus for playful love, pragma for love
that endures, philautia for self-love, storge
for kinship and—perhaps the most radical of
them all—agape: love that expects nothing
in return.
lowa City’s Agape Café proves true to
name. Since 1993, the café, located in Old
Brick Church on Market Street, has been
serving free, restaurant-style, made-to-order
breakfast to the lowa City community on
Wednesday mornings, 7 to 8:30 a.m.
Anyone can come to Agape Café, says
Maja Black, the café’s kitchen manager.
“Many of our patrons are our in-need
neighbors, and it’s important to us to that

25th Anniversary Celebration
w/ the Awful Purdies Old
Brick Church, Saturday, April
14, 8 a.m., Freewill Donation

everyone is treated with the same respect
and dignity,” she said. “We serve restau-
rant-style breakfast for that reason, so ev-
eryone can order exactly what they want in a
peaceful environment.”

Café-goers order from a menu of classic
breakfast items—eggs any style, toast, fresh
fruit, bacon, potatoes and orange juice—to
accompany their main dish. Depending on
the week, this might be something sweet,
like pancakes or French toast, or something
savory, like the biscuits and gravy | ordered.

“We’ve served over 100 [people] in a sin-
gle morning,” said Black of her handful of
volunteer servers and Kitchen staff. “And it’s
amazing that such a beautiful, free breakfast
has been running on almost entirely volun-
teer work.”

OBERMANN

4.1 901 8 CONVERSZATIONS

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University
of lowa-sponsored events. If you are a person with a disability who
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Much of the food prepared at Agape Café
comes from Table to Table, lowa City’s
food rescue organization. Table to Table
supplies the café with delicious pastries
from Hy-Vee, dairy products from Kalona

“It's amazing that such a beautiful, free
breakfast has been running on almost
entirely volunteer work.” —Maja Black

SuperNatural dairy, dozens of soon-to-be
scrambled eggs and five-pound bags of po-
tatoes, which Agape Café’s deft volunteer
chefs turn into magically crispy home fries.

Along with a strong cup of kindly donated
Café del Sol coffee, a more complete break-
fast could not be served.

Helaina Thompson

“It’s a good way to get the day started,”
said Mark, an Army veteran and Agape Café
regular.

Fred, another regular who sat at our table,
gives the café a five-star review. “You’d be
hard pressed to find
anyone who isn’t
happy with their meal
here,” he said.

This year, the
Agape Café cele-
brates its 25th year
in operation. For this
special anniversary,
the café is hosting a breakfast fundraiser
with the Awful Purdies on Saturday, April 14
from 8 a.m. to noon at Old Brick Church, 26
East Market Street. A free-will donation is
welcomed. Lv

—Helaina Thompson

Stop by New Pi
on April 22 for a free
basil seed packet &
earth-friendly sales!



hen I first moved lowa City
in 2000, an alarming number
of Los Angeles- and New
York-based music publicists
tried to cajole me into seeing artists who were
playing in Boise, Idaho. The first time this
happened, | assumed they were joking about
confusing Des Moines with Boise, home to
Built to Spill, but it was only |1 who wound up
cracking wise (pointing out that no band was
worth a 1,500-mile road trip, though 1’d be
happy to receive a first-class plane ticket).
Given that both lowa and Idaho are so far
off the coastal radars, which overlook their
thriving cultural scenes, Built to Spill’s head-
lining appearance at Mission Creek Festival
fits like a glove. Everything about singer-gui-
tarist
Doug Martsch and his longtime band
is unassuming and undramatic—from the
two decades of major-label albums they’ve
steadily released as the music industry col-
lapsed around them to the lilting melodies
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Prairie Pop Mission Creek

Not in a Hurry

Built to Spill: still chill. « BY KEMBREW MCLEOD

and long, winding solos that weep gently
from Martsch’s guitar.

Built to Spill has distinguished itself
with a quarter century of consistent re-
cord-making: no wild stylistic turns and no
off-brand collaborations with fancy produc-
tion people or song doctors (a la Weezer,
Liz Phair, Fall Out Boy). Martsch’s lyrics
are impressionistic but emotionally direct,
like the following moment from their 1994
classic, There is Nothing Wrong with Love,
during “Twin Falls”:

Christmas, Twin Falls, Idaho is her
oldest memory

She was only two

It was the first time she felt blue

Cafeteria, Harrison Elementary
Beneath a parachute

| saw her without shoes

7UP | touched her thumb and she knew
it was me
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Blair Gauntt

Living in Twin Falls as a kid, Martsch
loved music and listened to the radio all the
time—though there wasn’t much to do in his
hometown, and the only record stores were
corporate retailers like Musicland.

“In junior high school I spent all my allow-
ance money on cassettes,” he said. “I had a
friend, Brett Nelson, who played in Built to
Spill for a long time, and he was a musician.
He had a synthesizer and | was pretty into
that, and my brother and sister, who were six
and eight years older than me, they played
guitar a little bit. There was an acoustic gui-
tar around and every now and then | would
mess around with it, but it wasn’t anything
serious.”

About a month before Martsch entered
high school, a new world opened up for him
after he moved to Boise (“My mom’s good,
she got me out of Twin Falls, Idaho/before
| got too old/you know how that goes,” he
also sang in “Twin Falls”). He didn’t know
anyone in that city, so Martsch took this as an



opportunity to learn some chords on the gui-
tar, and his interest grew more intense.

“That was how | got started playing mu-
sic,” he said. “Brett Nelson still lived in Twin
Falls after | moved to Boise, but we remained
best friends, and we would visit each other
over a few months and write songs together.”
Martsch, Nelson and drummer Andy Capps
formed a 