, -and/ .
(W’s Valen’finf S il ok?
we’re feelngis g

A

oy o, :
_ /14 Corn-fed  20°Loye Under
Buy Happiness? - “Pulitzers g 3he Hood




Green. Natural.

Earth Friendly.
m Great gifts at Om!

gifts for body & soul
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THIS MODLRMN WORLD

IN SOME ALTERNATE UNIVERSE,

AMERICANS ARE ABOUT To BEGIN
A PAINFUL PERIOD OF INTENSIVE
NATIONAL SOUL-SEARCHING.

WE SAW THE PHOTOS FROM ABU
GHRAIB--WE HEARD ABOUT WATER-
BOARDING AND WORSE~--AND ALL
WE DID WAS ARGUE ABOUT THE
SEMANTICS OF TORTURE?

WHAT KIND OF MONSTERS
WERE WE?

THE NATION'S LEGAL SYSTEM WILL
RISE TO THE CHALLENGE, PROVING
THAT NO ONE 1S ABOVE THE LAW.
-=-IN AN [RONIC TWIST, THE DIS-
GRACED FORMER PRESIDENT AND
VICE ~PRESIDENT WILL SERVE ouT
THEIR TERMS AT THE NOW-VACANT
GUANTANAMO FACILITY!

KARL ROVE, MEANWHILE,
REMAINS A FUGITIVE, AND
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
ARMED AND EXTREMELY |
MACHIAVELLIAN!

THEIR NEW PRESIDENT WILL INITIATE
A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THE
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S MISDEEDS,
WE'LL ALL JOIN TOGETHER (N, UH,
POST-PARTISAN UNITY--

~=JUST AS S0ON AS WE FIGURE
OUT EXACTLY WHAT THESE SCUM-~-
BAG CRIMINALS HAVE BEEN DOING
FOR THE PAST EIGHT YEARS!

| TEZT ] /]

AND YET, A COLLECTIVE SENSE OF
NATIONAL SHAME WILL LINGER FOR
A GENERATION OR MORE.

YoU--YOU'RE A GEORGE BUSH!

| YEAH, WELL--YOU'RE A
DICK_CHENEY!

CHILDREN! WATCH
YOUR LANGUAGE !

by TOM TOMORROW

AFTER EIGHT LONG YEARS, THE
WALLS OF SECRECY WiLl BEGIN
T0 CRUMBLE.

50 DICK CHENEY USED THAT “MAN-
SIZED SAFE“ IN WIS OFFICE TO
STORE LIVE VICTIMS FOR HIS
UNSPEAKABLE RITUALS OF HUMAN
SACRIFICE?

BoY ARE THE LATE-

NIGHT COMEDIANS GOING
70 HAVE A FIELD DAY
HAT!

OF COURSE, NONE OF THIS WILL
HAPPEN IN OUR UNIVERSE,
MISTAKES WERE MADE--BUT WHAT'S

DONE 1S DONE! NO POINT IN WORRY-|
ING ABOUT IT NOW!

You'D HAVE TO AND IF You
WERE, No
ONE WOULD
THINK OTHER- CARE WHAT

WISE !

TM T%RR'W@ZOO‘{.. . www.thismodernworld.com
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So what if if's Cold?

sually by this time of year,

I’'m ready for summer

again. | hate the layers I

roll my body in to keep
warm. | hate the ice that does every-
thing it can to make me slip and fall.
I hate the mounds of slop that I walk
through to go about my day.

No, winter isn’t exactly my favor-
ite time of the year. However, during
one of the more recent snowstorms, I
actually stopped to enjoy it. As big,
flufty snowflakes fell into a blanket
over our fair city, I flew down a hill
on a piece of plastic.

My recent jaunt with a sled led
me to look at the activity with a little
more interest. Now [ may not be in the
best of shape, but going up and down that hill
got my heart pumping, and my mind thinking
back to the days of my childhood.

Kids sure seem to have the right idea when it
comes to physical activity. Kids play. They en-
joy themselves, and they burn off their lunches
at the same time. If we took a hint from our
childhoods, maybe we could find the path to
better health.

We may not have the endless amounts of
energy that kids do, but we can still take time
out of our days to do something fun that we
enjoy. Running doesn’t thrill everyone. Too

Keep moving in the cold and you'll stay plenty warm.

often people feel limited by their fitness choic-
es, but there are many other options our there
for those people who just can’t do that whole
jogging thing. But why not take a lesson from
childhood and play for fitness?

Sledding

Do what I did and hit those snowy hills
for some good old-fashioned fun. Remember
how exciting it used to be to go sledding when
school was canceled? Charging down the hill
backward, forward, standing, or with friends

always made for an exciting

Here are how many calories you would burn doing these
activities for 30 minutes. Counts are based on the average
weight of the American female (160 Ibs) and the average
American male (190 lbs) according to the Center for Disease

Control. Calorie counts obtained from WebMD.

2 and fun endeavor. While
climbing up to the top of the
hill now can be more tiring
than when you were young-
er, you still get to slide back
down! Bring some friends
along and make it an event.

. 255 . 145 h other
Sledding Ping Pongl You can race each o
302 .73 down the slope and then
. 164 . 109 back up.
Dancing |- 194 Bowling |- 130
Playing 145 Running 291 Flag vlr';? a DOg
w/ kids or dogs | Il 173 12-min mile | I 345 or aKkli
Playing Catch |.91108 Ice Skating |-2§32 I’'m personally a fan of
playing with the dog, es-
Women M Men

pecially since I don’t know

\
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too many toddlers. I like
taking my Border Collie
into the backyard with two Frisbees. I’1l throw
one in one direction and then chase her until I

catch up, then I throw the other one
and she takes off in the other direc-
tion after it and I chase her again.
Whoever your playmate may be, just
enjoy it, and get moving with him!

Dancing

Photo by Elizabeth -Grof

Whether you get your groove on
out at the bars, or you partake in a
dance-inspired fitness class, don’t
hold back. Dancing is a great work-
out. If you don’t want to go out or
don’t feel like dancing in front of
others, just rock out hardcore in
front of the mirror at home—pretend
you’re the next big thing and jump
around. Maybe even sing at the top
of your lungs?

Childhood Sports

Playing catch is a timeless American tradi-
tion. Some people got really good at it and do
it professionally now. But for the rest of us, we

As big, fluffy snowflakes
fell into a blanket over
our fair city, I flew down a
hill on a piece of plastic.

can still love that same game we did growing
up. Want to get moving? Try to really get into
a game of ping-pong or bowling. If you want
less downtime, go ice skating out in the frozen
ponds in City Park, or burn some extra calo-
ries and shovel your own rink at Coralville’s
North Ridge Pavilion.

While the workout may not be as strenuous
and hardcore as running, there are plenty of
activities out there that can still get you mov-
ing if you do them right. Just keep fitness in
mind and shake it. IV

Kelly Ostrem is Little Village's editorial in-
tern and Live Healthy lowa team captain. Her
biggest 100-day challenge will be to prevent
Little Village's lethargy-loving managing edi-
tor, Melody Dworak, from staying home and
watching Hulu.



It’s About the Food

No more agribusiness as usual

ike so many, I have very high hopes

for the new administration. I expect

a new deal that looks to new fron-

tiers, offering us a great society with
a chicken in every pot in a shining city on a
hill. And did I mention I want it now?

Also like so many, I like President Obama
“except...” Seems as though folks find him
to be at or near perfect were it not for their
one pet issue, and so it is with me. While it is
true that he is the first presidential candidate
in decades to even say the word “food” during
a campaign, he also played stereotypical poli-
tician in appointing Tom Vilsack to head the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (U.S.D.A).
This appointment may have been pragmatic,
but it was also flagrant payback for our former
governor drop-
ping out of

the race early,
forcing Senator
Clinton to
compete in lowa and thus creating an opening
for the superior ground game of the Obama
campaign. It was also a huge setback for a
local food movement that is finally gathering
steam.

Now it is true that now-Secretary Vilsack
presided over a massive expansion of farmers
markets as Governor of lowa. He also signed
legislation making it illegal for local and coun-
ty governments to have any say whatsoever
in regards to the use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) or concentrated animal
feeding operations (CAFOs) in their areas.
His campaigns were largely financed by major
corporate ag donors, and he has been deep in
their hip pocket for years.

But a friend of mine in Clear Lake may have
found a work-around. Dave Murphy made na-
tional news during the transition by organizing

a (mostly) successful online petition drive to
persuade then-President-Elect Obama to ap-
point one of six proposed “sustainable” choic-
es for SecAg — lowans Neil Hamilton, Denise
O’Brien and Fred Kirschenmann among them.
As 1 said, Vilsack got the nod anyway, but
the overnight success of the petition drive, in
terms of attracting tens of thousands of signa-
tures, did not go unnoticed.

Now Murphy has turned his attention to
the undersecretary positions at his new web-
site  FoodDemocracyNow.org, where he
has expanded his list to what he calls “The
Sustainable Dozen.” At press time, he has
attracted more than 83,000 signatures, and
counting. The Undersecretariats are where
the real work gets done, and so anyone with
designs on reforming the food system should
be keenly aware of what goes on there. If

Obama played stereotypical
politician in appointing Tom
Vilsack to head the U.S.D.A.

Secretary Vilsack makes these calls from his
position inside Cargill’s Carharts, then we can
expect agribusiness as usual from the U.S.D.A.
for the foreseeable future.

If, on the other hand, the same sort of net-
roots-style movement that helped put President
Obama in office can be cultivated for real
change at the U.S.D.A, then a new, more sus-
tainable, not to mention economically secure
food future may well be at hand. We could see
the revitalization of infrastructure and our ru-
ral communities, and a local chicken in every
pot. Iv

It’s About the Food is a monthly feature of Little
Village. Chef Kurt Michael Friese is co-owner,
with his wife Kim, of the lowa City restaurant
DevotayandservesontheSlowFood USA Board
of Directors. Comments may be directed to
devotay@mchsi.com.

The Sustainable

DOZEN

FoodDemocracyNow.org’s candidates for
Under Secretaries at the USDA

Gus Schumacher, former Under Secretary
of Agriculture for Farm and Foreign
Agricultural Services at the U.S.D.A.
Boston, MA.

Chuck Hassebrook, Executive Director,
Center for Rural Affair. Lyons, NE.

Sarah Vogel, former two-term
Commissioner of Agriculture for the State
of North Dakota. Bismarck, ND.

Fred Kirschenmann, organic farmer;
Distinguished Fellow, Leopold Center
for Sustainable Agriculture. Pocantico
Hills, NY.

Mark Ritchie, current Minnesota Secretary
of State. Minneapolis, MN.

Neil Hamilton, Dwight D. Opperman
Chair of Law, Professor of Law and
Director, Agricultural Law Center, Drake
University. Des Moines, IA.

Doug O’Brien, current Assistant Director
at Ohio Department of Agriculture.
Reynoldsburg, OH.

James Riddle, organic farmer; found-
ing chair of the International Organic
Inspectors Association. Winona, MN.

Kathleen Merrigan, Director of the
Center on Agriculture, Food and the
Environment, Tufts University. Boston, MA.

Denise O’Brien, organic farmer; founder
of Women, Food, and Agriculture
Network. Atlantic, IA.

Ralph Paige, Executive Director,
Federation of Southern Cooperatives/
Land Assistance Fund. East Point, GA.

Karen Ross, President of the California
Winegrape Growers Association;
Executive Director of the Winegrape
Growers of America. Sacramento, CA.
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Enough!

“The/That One”

is finally in the Big Chair! Hallelujah! I am
proud of the presidency once again.

Last month, however, I wrote about how,
despite my enthusiasm for our new presi-
dent, Obama would not adequately address
the fundamental needs of our economy and
our lives on this planet. For me—and several
other thinkers whom I cited last time—relo-

Although the locavore-
oriented economy

does harken back to
older times, in its
fundamentals, in need
not be a “primitive” life.

calization of our economy can be the “one true
path,” if there is one, to living a sustainable
life in resilient communities. I would like to
follow up on those ideas by briefly discussing
a couple of other essential concepts that not
only will make a relocalized economy practi-

vore-oriented economy does harken back to
older times in its fundamentals, it need not be
a “primitive” life with no joy, no luxury, no so-
phistication, and no culture. In fact, quite the
opposite can be true. But a reoriented mindset
is necessary.

Let’s start with the concept of “enough.” As
discussed last month, the global economy and
the current definitions of success depend on
perpetual material growth. As Bill McKibben
clearly articulates in Deep Economy, which 1
also cited last time, perpetual economic and
material growth is simply impossible. It can
only outstrip societies’ and the planet’s car-
rying capacity. And, as detailed last time,
McKibben demonstrates that wealth leads to
happiness only up to a certain point anyway
before satisfaction declines.

So, first, we’ve got to accept “enough” as a
legitimate concept. If we have enough to pro-
vide a roof over our heads, good food on our
table, and personal and social fulfillment, why
do we need more? Some might argue that stag-
nation might ensue, but that need not be. Can’t
we define “growth” in ways not dependent on
material gain? The deepening of our relation-
ships with our families, community members,
spirituality, and natural world? The widening

of our sharing of local arts

Can money buy happiness?

1981

U.S. median income in
today’s dollars

U.S. happiness on a scale
from 1-10

cal, but also fulfilling and even uplifting.
Often when the subject of a relocalized

economy comes up, people have visions of

isolation and deprivation. Although the loca-

\
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and culture? The increased

S
PTII

Building an economy
of abundance

gest we go one step better in the concept. We
need to see “enough” as “abundance.”

It may seem counter-intuitive, but our cur-
rent system of endless growth and material
wealth is really an economy of scarcity. Partly
that means we have an endless material desire
that is never satisfied. But in our capitalist sys-
tem, we also seek to make goods and services
scarce enough for optimal profit. If supply
completely meets demand, value plummets.
And once demand is met adequately, it must
be replaced by a new demand—newer, and
more, and scarcer stuff. As Wendell Berry has
said, “The industrial economy’s most-market-
ed commodity is satisfaction, and...this com-

W

McKibben demonstrates
that wealth leads to
happiness only up to

a certain point before
satisfaction declines.

O

modity, which is repeatedly promised, bought,
and paid for, is never delivered.”

A scaled-back economy, an economy of
“enough,” is actually an economy of abun-

1995

1990

1999 2006

$34,076 $40,696 $48,201
7.67 7.66 7.32

Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, World Database of Happiness, Ruut Veenhoven, Erasmus University Rotterdam

quality of what we make and do for our voca-
tions? None of these necessarily require more
money or possessions. Being satisfied with the
riches we have right around us makes relocal-
ization possible.

Some may still see “enough” as a concept
that merely settles for the minimum. So I sug-

dance. Hunter-gatherers are an excellent ex-
ample. They acclimate their material desires to
the available resources, and, in so doing, the
world provides for them abundantly. And not
only are their material resources abundant, but
so are the resulting cultural benefits—plenty
of time and energy for the development of



@ FAULCONER GALLERY

family, community, and culture.

Now, of course, I'm not suggesting that
we all must become hunter-gatherers. But we
could learn a lot from the attitudes and prac-

6 February to 19 April 2009

Animated Painting

Animated Painting is organized by the San Diego Museum of Art.

%

A scaled-back economy,
an economy of
“enough,” is actually an
economy of abundance.

2
Zimmumiminm

For gallery hours, screening times, and a full program schedule,

visit www.grinnell.edu/faulconergallery or call 641.269.4660.

tices of a culture of abundance. When we scale Ruth Gémez, Animales de compania, 2005. Single-channel digitized animation video projection, color,
back our material desires and forsake the (ar- sound; 2:50 min. continuous loop. Courtesy of the artist and Galeria Oliva Arauna, Madrid

bitrary) value of perpetual growth, our locality
can become a place that provides generously
for all of our needs. We can exchange the
treadmill of upward mobility for the deeper
pleasures of home, community, and place. A
relocalized economy can work extraordinarily
well as an economy of abundance.

Some might argue that our upward mobility,
our economy of scarcity, and our globalized
competitiveness have led to the most remark-
able innovations and advancements that hu-
man ingenuity and potential can muster. And,
from many perspectives, they’d be right. But,
as with everything in life, we must look at all
the consequences of our actions, not just the
positive ones. We must decide when the dis-
advantages of the way we live outweigh the
advantages and re-strike the balance. That’s
not a crazy idea. In fact, at its foundation are
basic economic principles familiar to all—
we’re really talking about cost-benefit analy-
ses and points of diminishing returns. But in
this context we’re expanding those principles
beyond mere dollars and cents. We should
hardly make all of our cultural decisions based
on such a narrow category as the perpetual
growth of material wealth. The collapsing GRINNELL COLLEGE
global economy is now showing us the folly
of such limited thinking.

A relocalized economy will no doubt pro-

/4
n

Dine-In, Carry-out & Lunch Buffet 7 Dmys—n—chk

vide us with fewer consumer goods and a sim- V\]’UE&EE&J,?
pler material lifestyle. But those goods, as well
CLOTHING

as the services we provide each other, will be
of higher quality and will build community as
we share and trade with each other. We will
also provide ourselves the time and attention
to build a culture of shared care and concern,
of shared learning, and shared cultural expres-
sion. Now that’s an economy of abundance
that is more than enough for me. Iv

Shop with Style!

B 3

MONDAY NIGHT
DINNER SPECIAL

Thomas Dean took a few hours off from work
to watch the Inauguration of the 44th President

of the United States of America. ON THE PED MALL | 337-4511 338-6199 | g S. DusuqQue St, lowa City
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Prairie Pop

rian Eno and David Byrne’s My Life in
the Bush of Ghosts, released in 1981,
is a seminal album frequently cited as
one of the first to popularize so-called
“world music” (we can forget their recent 2008
reunion, Everything That Happens Will Happen
Today, a lightly melodic though inconsequential
and traditional record). On their classic early-
1980s collage collaboration, Talking Heads front-
man David Byrne and
pop experimentalist
(and soon to be U2
producer) Brian Eno
appropriated a pleth-
ora of voices from
around the globe.
The voices in-
cluded a Lebanese
mountain singer, an
Egyptian pop singer,
firebrand preachers
recorded off the ra-
dio, and several other
“exotic” voices. Even though the album didn’t have
a massive impact—in terms of chart success—it
nevertheless influenced a wide range of musicians,

N\
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including DJ Spooky, who tells me, “Probably my
favorite album, looking at early sampling, is My
Life in the Bush of Ghosts.”

Years before the copyright wars began, not to
mention the rise of the Islam-West conflicts, this
album waded knee-deep into those emerging is-
sues, and didn’t look back. In my interview with
David Byrne, he tells me why the two of them used
so many “found” voices on that record.

“I seem to recall
we fell into it as a
unifying thread for
that record,” Byrne
tells us. “We cer-
tainly weren’t the
first people to use
‘found” voices in
music.” He contin-
ues, expanding on
this in his typically
brainy, conceptual
style.

“I believe we did
maybe one or two songs that used voices and soon
realized that by using varying sources and treat-
ments we could make that the unifying factor for
the whole record. It also relieved us of the burden
of dealing with who would sing any particular song,
as we both sing. By avoiding that issue we created

Photo by Hugh Brown

My Life in the

Bush of Ghosts

Brian Eno & David Byrne
1981

The title of the album is taken from
the 1954 book of the same name
by Nigerian author Amos Tutuola.
The book (which neither Eno or
Byrne had read when they started
the album) is a folktale about a
bush so dense that civilization
couldn’t penetrate it. A young boy
enters the bush, discovering towns
filled with ghosts. The sadness of
the bush is so overwhelming that
the boy can no longer sing the
songs of his native earth.



L

www.LittleVillageMag.com

another one—as listeners often presume that
whoever is singing is, if not the author, then at
least the “voice” of a particular song, because
the singer (or author) is conveying his or her
feelings by singing. In this case, those ways of
listening and of authorship were upended.”

In the case of their song “Qu’ran”—which
featured Algerian Muslims chanting passages
from the Koran—they ran into problems.
Byrne told the hipster music website Pitchfork.
“Way back when the record first came out, in
1981, it might have been ‘82, we got a request
from an Islamic organization in London, and
they said, ‘“We consider this blasphemy that
you put grooves to the chanting of the Holy
Book.” And we thought, ‘Okay, in deference t
somebody’s religion, we’ll take it off.””

Byrne expands on this story. “This was all
pre-bombings and the rise of global jihad, at
least as far as we knew,” he tells me. “When
a fundamentalist Islamic organization in
London said they found the use of the chant-
ing of the holy book over a music track to be
offensive—prayer chanting is not considered
music—we immediately replaced the track
on subsequent pressings with one we had on
the shelf. Maybe we could have argued the
point, but we weren’t out to make those kinds
of points or to challenge or offend someone
else’s sensibilities.”

Not only were they being sensitive for reli-
gious and other reasons, they also didn’t want
to be sued.

“I think we were certainly feeling very cau-

tious about this whole thing,” Byrne tells me.
“We made a big effort to try and clear all the
voices, and make sure everybody was okay
with everything. Because we thought, “We’re
going to get accused of all kinds of things, and
so we want to cover our asses as best we can.’
So I think in that sense we reacted maybe with
more caution than we had to. But that’s the
way it was.”

There are economic issues at play, but
this is not the only aspect of this debate over
“world music” we should consider. For in-
stance, because non-Western indigenous com-

BYRNE & ENO

munities frequently ascribe significant pow-
ers to music—the ability to heal, kill, create
bountiful game, etc.—these cultures place
an importance on the restriction and regula-
tion of music’s use. Financial considerations
just don’t factor in. Western law, on the other

hand, places a premium on the protection of
one’s property rights, and therefore, legal ex-
pert Sherylle Mills argues, “Traditional music
and Western law clash at the most fundamen-
tal level.”

David Byrne has been drawing from non-
Western music since the late-1970s in his work
with Talking Heads and solo career, and he
thinks there is certainly a difference between
being influenced by certain types of music and
outright theft.

“Stealing is when Rod Stewart lifts the tune
from a Jorge Ben tune,” Byrne says, “and
doesn’t compensate Ben.” He’s referring to
the fact that Rod Stewart and his co-writer on
“Do Ya Think I’'m Sexy” directly lifted the
melody from “Taj Mahal,” a song by Brazilian
music legend Jorge Ben.

Ben sued, and Stewart agreed to donate the
song publishing royalties for “Do Ya Think
I’'m Sexy” to the United Nations Children’s
Fund. Providing a contrasting example, David
Byrne continues, “If I work with, say, some
Latin percussionists to lay down some grooves
for a tune I’ve previously written, is that steal-
ing? I don’t think so. It’s no more theft more
than playing the blues inspired licks that have
been appropriated by rock bands forever.”

Of course, this sidesteps the fact that rhythm
(a central component of much non-Western
music) is left out of an authorship equation
that favors words and melodies, not the beat.
It’s a downfall of the law, one that has caused
much heartbreak—even in the United States,
where drummers like Clyde Stubblefield
(James Brown’s funky drummer) also have no
rights over the fruits of their labor. Iv

Kembrew McLeod will spend the winter
months practicing with Lynne Nugent to de-
velop their excellent Rock Band skillz.

we know
good farmers....

keepin’ it local

lowa City & Coralville
www.newpi.com

- i}
RYAI D KRISTINE JERSEN WITH .'
THEIR DAUGHTER ELIZA'OF GRA

RUN FARM IN DORCHESTER, |IOWA.

little village

It’s a i:WL[lght Party!

x Renee’s

CERAMIC CAFE
Sat,Feb 14, 2009

This event will definitely
*SPARKLE*

FOR DETAILS
319-351-9644, lowa City

www.ReneesCeramicCafe.com
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Nialle Sylvan presides over the
combined.collection of The Haunted
Bookshop and the formner Northside
Book Marketf;which The Haunted
moved into-this pastydanuary.
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his is a story about the story of books
in lowa City, told through the words
of the town’s mesh of buyers and
sellers and enjoyers, young and old
and odd. It is a long story, but in no way ex-
haustive, surely missing many angles and col-
ors of this City of Literature’s romance with

book

literature, failing completely to examine cer-
tain said must-sees—the Writers’ Workshop,
Prairie Lights, other cross-referenced book-
people who could shed hours of knowledge
in a breath. It’s merely the summary on the
jacket, filled with quotes from esteemed ap-
praisers.

&=

The first chapter belongs to
Nialle Sylvan.

It could start like this:

Nialle Sylvan, of 203 N. Linn Street, was
proud to say that she was perfectly strange,
thank you very much. She was the first per-
son you'd expect to be involved in things
strange and mysterious, because she always
stood by such nonsense.

Mprs. Sylvan was the owner of a store called
The Haunted Bookshop, which just moved.
She was a tall, skinny woman hugged by a
turtleneck, and peered behind very circular
glasses. She had a cat who was a special
kitty of God and in her opinion there was no
finer kitty anywhere.

Or this:

Nerdy, spry Nialle Sylvan perched behind
her desk, bearing a box of books in which
a novel and cookbook lay crossed. A beige
sweater, overlong, was filled warmly by the
musky hardcover air. She held a volume
aloft and intoned:

— A man almost killed me with a bag of ten-
penny nails.

But this particular story, it begins like this:

“Everything that happens here is a bizarre

coincidence. | should stipulate that at the be-
ginning. Just be prepared.”

It’s day one of The Haunted Bookshop’s re-
opening and Nialle couldn’t be more pleased.
These places are perpetual holders of odds and
ends, but the new location (Northside Book
Market’s old) is filled with a drafty brightness

that illuminates and settles the mesh of com-
peting residents, The True Story of the 3 Little
Pigs residing an aisle away from six copies of
Sons and Lovers and an Oscar Wilde action
figure spying on leftover baskets and packing
material.

The story dizzyingly
shifts from law school
potential to Da Vinci to
a gay Nigerian, a near
death experience in
Paris, a ghost named
Claire, happenchance
inheritance, and finally

wild success.
=

I wander in a stranger, but before long Nialle
is halfway through her bookseller origin story.
It dizzyingly shifts from law school potential
to Da Vinci to a gay Nigerian, a near death ex-
perience in Paris, a ghost named Claire, hap-
penchance inheritance, and finally wild suc-
cess (relative to this business, of course).

Key excerpts:

1. Regarding Paris and fate.

“I was so exhausted when I finally got to
Paris I didn’t know what I was doing. I re-
member thinking, oh my god, Notre Dame is
white—it was the year they started cleaning it
but it still looked like the Victor Hugo novel in
my head. Everything looks like a book in my
head, pretty much. So I head toward the left
bank where the youth hostels might be, deliri-
ous, not watching what I’'m doing, man comes

City of Books

/]

around a corner on a bicycle. About 35 miles
an hour. And he has a bag of tenpenny nails in
his hand. The bag is here, my face is here, a
door is here—I dive.”

Her hands follow her memory; after a po-
tentially painful setup (head versus nails), a
quick jerk to signal a dive. And where to?

“Into Shakespeare & Company.
The man jumps off the bicycle.
And I’'m now going to demon-
strate exactly what his man said
with his precise inflections. How’s
your French?”

Non-existent.

“That’s okay, because what he
said was,”—Nialle now speaks
like a frog on testosterone—
“‘you want to help me build a
bookshelf?” Exactly like that—
because this guy is George Whitman, owner
of Shakespeare & Company.”

A pretty big deal in the bookselling world.
Whitman is a legend, a Massachusetts na-
tive who successfully inherited Paris’ literary
0asis.

Back to Nialle:

“I must have had bibliophile written on my
forehead or something, so George gets off the
bicycle helps me up and I go help him build
a book shelf. I end up sleeping by the book-
shelves at night, hanging out in the bookstore
during the day, and George realizes I’'m spend-
ing more time in his shop than any of the cute
Parisian guys. So he suggests to me, and again
I’'m going to quote exactly, ‘Nialle, go back
to the States, find a nice bookstore, and settle
down.” And I’'m like, George that’s a great
idea—Dbut how would you even start?”

2. How she starts, or, a potential encounter
with a ghost named Claire.

[To catch up: Nialle is back in the United
States, working at The Haunted Bookshop
but not yet the owner. She’s been offered the
chance to buy it, fulfilling George’s implant-
ed dream. The conflict: She doesn’t have the
money. |

“This is where the ghost comes in. People
are always asking me if the shop is haunted—
Okay, the shop is not haunted in any sort of
conventional sense, there’s no blood dripping
down the walls, we do not see visions, we do
not have cold spots...I had taken it entirely
with a grain of salt.”

But.

“One night it gets late. I come back to the
bookshop after having left pretty late because
I realized I didn’t turn off the coffee pot. I'm

7/
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living in Cedar Rapids at the time, and it’s
ridiculous o’ clock in the morning, which is
sometime between two and six. I decide I’'m
going to cash out in the arts books room, I find
a blanket in the car...

Like a text-spouting Pied
Piper, William summoned
his books—now almost
600,000 of them.

=

“I wake up smelling something that I
shouldn’t have been able to smell in that
building—it’s supposed to smell like old
books, right?—I’m smelling what my great
grandfather used to make for breakfast when
I was a little kid. Twenty years since I smelled
this. You know how, at stupid o’ clock in the
morning, you are maybe a little less hardline
skeptical? So I wake up and I’'m like, wow,
this is weird, is this the ghost then? This Claire
chick? And because it’s stupid o’ clock in the
morning—and if I’'m being honest with my-
self about my agnosticism—I’m like, okay,
so Claire, if you’re a real ghost...and I don’t
know how this ghost thing works...but I like
it here and I think we make a good team. So
if you could swing anything to help me out
with this...like, how do you even phrase this
question, right? Consulting the paranormal on
business advice. What am I even doing?”

And then.

“Two days later I get a letter in the mail from
my grandmother’s estate. She passed away
five years before, but they had trouble finding

N\
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Logan, one of the anecl Bookshops resident

cafs, keeps d close'eye on book patrons.

my uncle Snake who’s a Hell’s Angel. That’s
a whole other story there. One thing leads to
another leads to another, and the amount of
money available to me as a result...guess how
much?”

I’'m thinking what would make a good story.
The exact amount?

“Matched it down the penny. As in blah blah
blah 61 cents. The paraded amount to pur-
chase The Haunted Bookshop on September
9th, 2004. So I did.”

Animated and emphatic, Nialle relays her
personal tale like a book meant to be read
aloud. But as she explains, Iowa City’s literary
scene is an ongoing conversation—extending
well beyond her newly opened door into stores
like William Ingles.

=)

Chapter Two: Book people
are good people

William Ingles, the owner of 608 S.
Dubuque Street’s The Book Shop, has his own
backstory and passion—though one contained
quietly and refined, a wise man who shares his
catalog knowledge of all-things-book through
a considered sieve.

After a slight Towa City history lesson
(taken back to the 1850s, traveling from stage-
coaches to railroads and finally to 1986, where
he purchased the land now holding his store),
William takes me to 1963. He is 11 years
old and about to discover books. Choosing a
downtown Des Moines bookshop over bicy-
cles, the 45-year love affair begins.

“What really sold me on books and
those who work with them, in 1963—well,
November 22nd of that year was not a good
day. But folks at that bookstore were so articu-
late about their feelings about Kennedy’s as-

sassination, put things in words that I couldn’t
imagine putting in words. That really made an
impression on me, that book people are really
good people. And thoughtful.”

Perhaps even more than Nialle, William de-
fines an Iowa City book person. He lives it. He
traveled 49 states (and Mexico and Canada)
as a writer for the ‘70s trucker TV series
“Movin’ On,” joined a staff writing team in
Los Angeles, keeps contact with book buyers
national and international, yet almost always
maintained a residence here. And finally once
home was home, like a text-spouting Pied
Piper, William summoned his books—now
almost 600,000 of them.

While only 25,000 books reside in his
shop (“handsome” ones that make the best
wallpaper), he maintains the rest in storage.
Like many lowans, a chunk of his belong-
ings drowned in the "08 floods (a death toll of
200,000). He owns more books than he’ll ever
live to handle, but what impresses more than
sheer quantity is the caliber of his knowledge
of and through them—extensive and odd,
bottling it up until someone like me comes
along.

Things to talk to him about:

1. How Ronald Reagan ruined the publish-

ing (and writing) trade.

2. The delicate and precise art of the inter-
net book market.

3. The lost goal of university life, “to learn
how to enjoy your life better.”

4. Why Tom Clancy can do the same thing
in a sentence that Melville did in a dozen
pages.

5. Desperate housewives (the type, not the
show) are often boring.

6. That folks will always decry the decline
of reading, but the book shall persist.

And so forth. He’s the rare sort that would
keep absorbing text and conversation forever
if he could.

“One of the worst things that ever happened
to me was learning—well, being told—by a
junior high school librarian, as I finished read-
ing one shelf of books and was moving onto
the next shelf, telling her, ‘I’ll have everything
in here read by the time I leave school!” And
she said, ‘no you won’t.” It was big shock to
me that I wouldn’t be able to read everything
that’s ever been written. It wasn’t very pleas-
ant.”

But William seems happy enough, peeking
out above stacked books as we talk, a tattered
gray “Old lowa” hat on his head, cat sprawled
snuggly on his chest. A perennial good neigh-
bor with an answer and often a helping hand.

William tells this story:

“I remember a group of high school stu-
dents who stumbled across our gay area. We



have quite a big lesbiana section—Ilesbian fic-
tion. And two of the high school students just
sort of teared up, just didn’t know there were
this many books—that this subject was even
addressed. It’s the 21st century and these folks
were stunned that they weren’t the first people
to ever have these questions. I remember the
two young women who sat down in front of it
were just giddy with delight.

“One of the great things about books, then,
is that you can find out what other people
share with you when you thought you were
completely alone—and you can find other
people through books, find that you’re not
alone. Whether it’s a shared sense of humor or
a shared sense of the world or religious value.
You can find soul mates in the books that other
people have written.”

&=

And more, and more, and more

The start of another chapter: Tom Walz
only stops to talk during what must be his
lunch break—after hours coordinating an as-
sortment of loose ends and people. Being the
heart and hands of Uptown Bill’s Small Mall,

EAT LOCAL.
RENT LOCAL.
BUY LOCAL.

SPI_{I(E)P
T s
northside

NEAR LINN AND MARKET

artifacts

331 Market St, IC | 319-358-9617

No boring stuff allowed!

Tom is a true social worker. Books, to him, are
just as beloved as to the Nialles of the world,
but take on functions more therapeutic and
charitable. Uptown Bill’s and its used book-

“One of the great things
about books, then, is that
you can find out what
other people share with
you when you thought you
were completely alone.”

=

shop is the core of a nine-business web serving
people with disabilities—and having recently
launched their own publishing label, Sackter
House Media Productions, with plans to en-
gage the Ul undergraduate writing program
and a cast of characters begging to tell their
stories, books will always remain crucial to
the store’s mission.

Or another: Gregory Delzer is the newbie in
town, opening his Defunct Books in June 2007
after moving from Spokane, Washington, to

WE CATER.

SMOKEHOUSE & BBQ

All of our barbecue is slow smoked with hickory.

130 N DUBUQUE ST IOWA CITY IA
319.337.6653

thepltsmokehouse.com

Motley Cow Cafe

c{imm&, ﬁ:w wine and beet

e T

160 Nouth Linn St

veet | 319.688.9177

our Midwest oasis. He’s more businesslike
and formal than the other bookshop owners,
less glowing with book love though with some
obviously lights underneath. I come and leave
to NPR blaring in the background, and never
am told why he labels his store “Defunct” (ap-
parently a secret).

Or another: Joe and Linda Michaud’s
Bookery and Bindery is a family business, run
out of a quiet eastside lowa City neighborhood
away from its literary core. Upstairs: the typical
signs of everyday life, the kitchen settings, the
leftover Christmas decorations. Downstairs:
14,000 books lining rows of shelves (though
sharing one with a spillover pantry), an operat-
ing table Linda uses to repair neglected bind-
ing. Joe’s jutting goatee rises and falls as he
talks, giving his history of his ephemera trade,
his old downtown store, a few gripping stories
about Towa’s book thieves. And all the while
Linda watches and smiles, a quiet woman best
described as bookish.

Still more: I never get to Murphy-Brookfield,
which [’m told is run by a lovely man and is the
only true specialty seller (all others are “gen-

LIT LUST CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 >>

Hummus Where
the Heart Is™

Vegan, Vegetarian
& Omnivore Friendly

Falafel, Hummus, Soups,
Salads & Kebobs

Menu at www.oasisfalafel.com

Open llam - 9pm Daily
Closed Sunday

206 N. Linn St, Downtown IC | 358-7342

THATS
X ENTERTAINMENT

211 N. LINN JT. 338-0977
RIGHT ACROJS THE
STREET FROM THE

HAMBLIRG INN

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED
VIDEO JTORE AND
YOUR fFOLIRCE FOR THE
OBfCLIRE AND THE
INDEPENDENT
99¢ CATALOG RENTALS ON MONDAYS

/
February 2009 | Little Village




// Pulitzer Town //

lowa City’s literary worth can be measured in many ways. To illustrate just one of the many reasons
lowa City was recently dubbed a City of Literature by UNESCO, we've compiled a timeline of The
University of lowa’s connections to 40 Pulitzer Prizes, ranging from poets to editorial cartoonists.

@ Journalism @ Drama @ Poetry @ Fiction @ Editorial Cartooning

Pulitzer Prize

Created by Joseph Pulitzer
to honor excellence in
journalism and the arts.
The inaugural 1917 prizes
were given in reporting,
editorial writing, history
and biography.

Robert Penn Warren @ @

Versatile writer who won three Pulitzers in two
categories.1947 for All the King's Men (in fic-
tion); 1958 for Poems 1954-56, Now and Then;
and 1979 for Poems 1976-78. Former faculty
member in the lowa Writers' Workshop.

Tennessee Williams ©

One of America’s most well-
known playwrights. A two-
time Pulitzer winner, in1948
for A Streetcar Named Desire,
and in1955 for Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof. BA, Theatre, 1938.

Iowa Writers’ Workshop Is Born

Founded in 1936, it is the nation’s first program
to award a Masters of Fine Arts in English.

The creative writing program has been
emulated throughout the world. In 2003, the
Workshop received a National Humanities
Medal from the National Endowment for the

=

Wallace Stegner @

The Lake Mills, 1A native
won a 1972 Pulitzer for
Angle of Repose. MA, 1932;
PhD, English, 1935.

Anthony Hecht @

Former Poet Laureate of the
U.S. won a1968 Pulitzer for The
Hard Hours. Former Ul student.

Humanities, a first for a university.

1936!| (8881 | | | | | |[1947 0848l | | |[1952)| (888l /1958 960 | |[19640i868 | | 1968 | [i870N 1971 P72
| = >,

Frank Luther Mott ©®

1939 Pulitzer in history for A History of
American Magazines. Former director of
the Ul School of Journalism.

Don Ultang ©

1952 Pulitzer for his work in news
photography covering the “Johnny Bright
incident” at the Des Moines Register and
Tribune. BA, Commerce and Science, 1939.

Robert Lowell @

Former Poet Laureate of the U.S. and two-time
Pulitzer winner, first in 1947 for Lord Weary's

Castle and then in 1974 for The Dolphin. Former
faculty member in the lowa Writers' Workshop.

f

W.D. Snodgrass @ r
1960 Pulitzer for Heart's Needle.

! BA, 1949; MA, 1951; MFA, 1953.

University of Iowa Founded

Created as the State University of
lowa on February 25, 1847, only 59
days after lowa became a state.

=
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John Berryman Q@

1965 Pulitzer for 77 Dream Songs.
Former faculty member in the lowa
Writers' Workshop where he taught
Snodgrass, Justice, Levine and lowa’s
current poet laureate Robert Dana.

Marquis Childs @ =’

1970 Pulitzer for her commentary at
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (the first
time the category was awarded).
MA, Journalism and Mass
Communication, 1925.

Paul Conrad @

Daily lowan alum won three
Pulitzers in 1964, 1971, and 1984 for
his work at the Denver Post and Los
Angeles Times. BA, Art, 1950.

At left, one of the cartoons the
LA Times refused to run, a 1999
depiction of “Congressional
Bipartisanship™



Carolyn Kizer @

1985 Pulitzer for Yin.
Former faculty member
in the lowa Writers'
Workshop.

John R.Camp @

1986 Pulitzer in feature writing for

a series on a farming family in the
Pioneer Press Dispatch. BA, American
Civilization, 1966; MA, Journalism and
Mass Communication, 1971.

\

Dick Locher Q@ =
Cartoonist win in 1983 Pulitzer
for his work at the Chicago
Tribune. Former Ul student, 1948.

James Alan McPherson Q

Current faculty member at the lowa
Writers’Workshop. 1977 Pulitzer for
Elbow Room. MFA, 1969.

Mona Van Duyn @

Waterloo, IA native and former
Poet Laureate of the U.S. won
a 1991 Pulitzer Prize for Near
Changes. MA, English, 1943.

J

1992 Pulitzer for A
Thousand Acres, a con-
temporary re-imagining
of King Lear set on an
lowa farmstead. MA,
1975; MFA, English, 1976;
PhD, English, 1978.

Jane Smiley @ =

Michael
Cunningham @ =—
1999 Pulitzer

for The Hours.
MFA, English, 1980.

Mark Strand @

1999 Pulitzer for Blizzard of One.
MA, 1962; former faculty member
in the lowa Writers' Workshop.

Sheba R.Wheeler ©®

2000 Pulitzer for her contributions
to a team of Denver Post
reporters covering the Columbine
High School tragedy. BA, 1996.

James Tate @
1992 Pulitzer for Selected Poems. MFA, 1967.

Marilynne

v

s

Jorie Graham @

Robinson @
2005 Pulitzer for

1996 Pulitzer for The Dream of Gilead. Current faculty

the Unified Field. MFA, English, member in the lowa
1978. Former faculty member in Writers' Workshop.
the lowa Writers' Workshop. >
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Donald R. Justice @

1980 Pulitzer for Selected Poems. PhD,
English, 1954; former faculty member in the
lowa Writers' Workshop.

~

Rita Dove @

Former Poet Laureate
of the U.S. won a 1987
Pulitzer for Thomas and
Beulah. MFA, 1977.

1982 Pulitzer in general
nonfiction for Soul of a
New Machine. MFA, 1974.

Robert Olen Butler @

1993 Pulitzer for A Good Scent
from a Strange Mountain. MA,
Theatre, 1969.

Louise Gliick @

1993 Pulitzer for The Wild Iris.
Former faculty member in the
lowa Writers' Workshop.

Steve Berry ©

1993 Pulitzer for investigative
reporting while at the Orlando
Sentinel. Current Ul journalism
faculty member.

—

Michael F. Toner ©

1993 Pulitzer for explana-

tory journalism in the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, When Bugs
Bite Back. BA, Journalism and
Mass Communication, 1966.

Philip Schultz @ -

2008 Pulitzer for Failure.
MFA, 1971.

Robert Hass Q ——t

Former Poet Laureate of the U.S. won a 2008
Pulitzer for Time and Materials. Frequent
visiting Writers' Workshop faculty member.

Philip Roth @

1998 Pulitzer for American
Pastoral. Former fac