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HECTOR GERMAN OESTERHELD AND FRANCISCO SOLANO LOPEZ
THE ETERNONAUT
Translated from the Spanish by Erica Mena

TRANSLATOR’S NOTE
The Eternonaut (El Eternauta) is many things: a serialized comic and a cohe-
sive narrative, an action-adventure and a science-fiction story; set in Buenos
Aires, it engages readers worldwide. It is a work that addresses local and
global politics and culture, taking up the concerns present its own era of
the 1950s and 1960s, yet participating in a continuing artistic inquiry about
morality, justice, and humanity. The original story has spawned numerous
retellings and has been the subject of a significant body of critical and schol-
arly work. In the years since its original publication, three films have been
made about the series and its creators, along with radio adaptations of the
story and several proposals for film adaptations (to date, none completed). It
is a complex story that has continued to attract readers at all levels and all
over the world. I hope that soon readers in English will come to know the
dynamic, thoughtful, surprising world of The Eternonaut.

This excerpt takes place a little more than halfway through the story.
Buenos Aires has become the center of a potentially global alien invasion
that began with a strange “snow” that killed everything it came into contact
with while falling. Only those safely inside airtight houses survived, among
them Juan Salvo, our narrator. Juan’s national guard training lands him a
commanding role in a citizen militia formed of survivors, which has holed up
in a soccer stadium, fighting with inadequate technology against much more
advanced weaponry: robotically-controlled “beetles,” flying saucers mounted
with alien weapons, and a device that causes hallucinations. Humanity’s
ingenuity and critical thinking are their strongest weapons against the much
more powerful invaders. Lieutenant Juan Salvo and his second-in-command,
Franco, go on a recon mission to the downtown area they believe to be the
invasion’s headquarters. There, they are captured by another alien device,
a paralyzing beam, that leaves them conscious but immobile and helpless,
which is where we join our heroes.
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