
My Suicide Returns to Me Each Year 
Patrick Lawler 

My suicide returns to me each year 

Bearing less and less resemblance. 

He is fat with rumors. My suicide 

Is laughable and fat, mumbles 

Latin into a 
cramped hole. 

Over anything that doesn't move 

He pauses, moves and then reflects, thin as doubt. 

"Fool," I say. My suicide returns. 

He doesn't know me. He says he has learned 

The ingredients. "Idiot," I say. 
Fat with what he does not eat, 

He moves beneath his movements, gestures 
From within. I identify myself 

By falling through the slot. 
Without my thinking it is winter, it is winter. 

All by itself it will be spring. 

36 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 36

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 13, No. 3/4 (Spring, 1982 (1983)), pp. 1-276
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Fiction
	Ellen at Night [pp. 1-7]
	Essence for Ms. Venus [pp. 8-12]
	That Summer [pp. 13-19]

	Poems
	The Day I Was Older [pp. 20-21]
	A Sister by the Pond [pp. 22-25]
	The Longing of the Feet [pp. 26-27]
	Grief [p. 28-28]
	Doctrine of the Hands [p. 29-29]
	The Sandy Hole [p. 30-30]
	The Little Boat [pp. 31-32]
	Maintenance [p. 33-33]
	Correspondence [pp. 34-35]
	My Suicide Returns to Me Each Year [p. 36-36]
	On the Possible Death of Monsieur Smith [p. 37-37]
	The Year John Cage Was Born [p. 38-38]
	The Foot [pp. 39-40]
	Hanging on like Death [pp. 41-42]

	Essays
	Notes of an Outsider [pp. 43-52]
	The Poetry of Handspring [pp. 53-61]

	Interview
	Michael S. Harper Interviews Henri Coulette [pp. 62-84]

	Fiction
	Epistemology, Sex, and the Shedding of Light [pp. 85-91]
	An Event [pp. 92-101]
	Bottles of Beaujolais [pp. 102-115]

	Poems
	The End of an Era [p. 116-116]
	The Motorcyclists [p. 117-117]
	The First Famous Lady He Ever Kissed [pp. 118-120]
	Kate and John [pp. 121-122]
	Thrown Out [p. 123-123]
	1951 [p. 124-124]
	Insomnia [pp. 125-126]
	The Shape [p. 127-127]
	Nothing Numinous Else [p. 128-128]
	The Body Polity [p. 129-129]
	Night Thoughts [p. 130-130]
	Petition [p. 131-131]
	Among the Roses [p. 132-132]
	Professor F's Story [p. 133-133]

	Essays
	Roland Barthes: A Reminiscence [pp. 134-140]
	Family Faces [pp. 141-151]
	Seven Types of Accuracy [pp. 152-163]
	Walter Benjamin, Flâneur: A Flanerie [pp. 164-179]
	My Son Meets the Hibakusha [pp. 180-184]

	Fiction
	Nests [pp. 185-193]
	The Shouting Man [pp. 194-205]
	The Thunder and the Grass [pp. 206-220]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 221-227]
	Review: untitled [pp. 228-232]
	Review: Modernism's Narrowing [pp. 233-245]
	Review: untitled [pp. 246-250]
	Review: Small Press Review [pp. 251-267]

	A Postscript on Issues, Dating, Reviews, Readers, Prices, and Prizes [pp. 268-269]
	Back Matter



