
The Lotus Eaters Jonathan Holden 

Where they stay now, sun-bathe outside the hotel, 
the resort pool is pure as a new playing card. 

The air, straight off the glacier's anaesthetic height, 
seems newly minted, the light unsullied 

as the first light that ever was. 

If they still bear the bruised tattoo 

of the years they were married, you will not see it, 
nor will they find yours. Everyone is pretty. 

They recognize a traveler, their smiles approve you. 
And as their lotus gaze tours you, you can let it 

perform whatever surgery you need? 

excise the landmarks in your face, delete 

all the reasons held custody in your eyes, remove 

your badges, undress you quickly, expertly, by seeing 

nothing, by denying the damage?making less of you 
and less, mending you in the only way there is left. 

77 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 77

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 13, No. 2 (Spring, 1982), pp. 1-168
	Front Matter
	Essay
	Sylvia Plath's Narrative Strategies [pp. 1-14]

	Fiction
	The Victim [pp. 15-31]
	The Keepers [pp. 32-48]
	The Kogi Necklace [pp. 49-64]

	Poems
	Reaching the Audience [pp. 65-66]
	The Power of Toads [pp. 67-68]
	How Is This Done? [p. 69-69]
	A Name for Anna [p. 70-70]
	In Palo Alto [p. 71-71]
	Proposal to Misty [p. 72-72]
	A Rapid Transit [p. 73-73]
	Shorn [p. 74-74]
	The Census [pp. 75-76]
	The Lotus Eaters [p. 77-77]

	Fiction
	The Clean-up Man [pp. 78-82]

	Memoir
	Tenants of Unhousement [pp. 83-98]

	Poems
	Living Alone [pp. 99-104]
	The Prize [p. 105-105]
	Keeping the Heat Down [pp. 106-107]
	Heading South along the Nebraska Border [p. 108-108]
	Throwing the Racetrack Cats at Saratoga [pp. 109-110]
	Ballade of the Back Road [p. 111-111]
	Steering Clear [p. 112-112]
	Fishing in the Truckee [pp. 113-114]
	Canon Fanin's Apology [p. 115-115]
	Art of the Haiku [p. 116-116]
	The Labyrinth [p. 116-116]

	Interview
	An Interview with Ishmael Reed [pp. 117-131]

	Reviews
	Review: Small Press Review [pp. 132-152]
	Review: untitled [pp. 153-157]
	Review: untitled [pp. 158-165]

	Back Matter



